





u/'B 

Jijit FR A-NR 

’ /' O-K. 

SIR R QBE R T W A L ? G E Ej 
gA R U O ^ ^ 



VOI-tTME tR E TH I R B. 




MEMO! R S 

OF THE 

LIFE AND ADMINISTRATION 

OF 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 

JE^RL OF ORFORI>. 


VOLUME THE FIRST. 



M E M O 


I R S 

OF THE 

LIFE AND ADMINISTRATION. 

O E 

SIR ROBERT WALPO L ' E, 
EARL OF ORFO RD. 

WITH ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE' AND AUTHENTIC PAPERS,, 
NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED. 



CON 


IN THREE VO L'U M E S. 

♦ 

VOLUME THE FIRST, f 
T A I N I N G T H E M E M 


\u 

O I R S. 


548’6 


By WILLIAM COXE, M.A. F.R.S. F.A.S. 


RECTOR OP BEMERTON. 




LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR T. CADELL, JUN. AND W. DAVIES, IN THE STRAND. 


1798 



“ OMNI A ’.‘RITJS EsCPRRIRI VERBIS <1UAM ARMIS 
DECET.” 


SAPIENTEM 

i’erunce. 


“THE BLOOD OF MAN SHOULD NEVER BE SHED BUT TO 
REDEEM THE DLOOE- OF MAN. IT IS WEI.L SHED FOR 
OUR FAMIT.Y, FOR OUR FRIENDS, FOR OUR GOD, FOR 
OUR COUNTRY, FOR OUR KIND. TFIE REST IS VANI- 
T y . THE REST IS C R I ME.” 

BUKKC. 




TO THE 


REV‘? HUMPHREY SUMNER, d.d. PROVOST^, 

AND TO THE 

FELLOWS AND SCHOLARS 

O F 

KING’S COLLEGE, 

I N T H E 

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE, 

THESE 

MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 
(once a member 'of th^ir society) 

ARE RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 

BY 

T H E A U T H OR, 

WHO IS INDEBTED FOR HIS EDUCATION 

TO THE 

PIOUS MUNIFICENCE 

OF 

H E N R Y T H E S I X T H* 






jyire&wns to the Binder % 


The Head of Sir Robert Walpoee is to face the Title Page of this 
>'olume. 

Tlic Genealogical Table is to face Page a. 

The Four Plates of the Fac Simile are to be ol^cd after the Advertife- 
ment of tlie Second Volume. 



ERRATA. 


^ 14. 

1. 20. 

^1* 

L z6- 

47. 

L a8. 

63. 

J* 19. 

% SL * 

L 15- 

96. 

J 15. 

103. 

1. 12* 

164. 

J. 12* 

1 86- 

. L 23. 

2.09. 

L 2. 

1^56. 

1. a * 

a 64, 

J- 33 - 

311. 

i« 2 1 * 

3^^5• 

1- 3- 


1» 2 • 

374 - 

1. 3. 

406. 

1. 3.3. 

467. 

1. 33, 

498, 

1. 1 5. 

525. 

L 17. 

553- 

1. 2. 

576. 

b 31 - 

577 - 

1. 24. 

607. 

1. 2B. 


rtOtC; 

4523* 

1. 5. 

>629. 

1. s- 


for three years older ^ read a year younger n. 
for three^ read tivon 
fiffl line of the note, for read 

dele at* 

for coftjideniialfyy read conjidefitty^ 

after Diaigannofi^ add and ducli^'s ^ Ji£npt/^er'* 

dele although* 

^jd'ter <??«»• 

for difficulties, read iluties*, 
after grant ^ add of* 
for ancilitry read the* . 
after me^i/urts, add he* 
for had, l ead as halving* 
after hujinejsj ^dd he* 

from bottom, for I'ecorded, read has recorded* 

from bottom, for rejlefls, read u^efi* 

from botta^|)^ dele cUT* 

for Joun€l, re&d founding. 

far libnfelf read the minijier* 

for feti/hnahle-f read reajonablcm 

for mender, read members* 

from bottorr>, for Germattt, read German pages* 
fr;r there, read here* 

after moticn, dele as propojed by Pulten^* 
for them, read it* 

for Th4^^f To%ur^^ Stephen Poynm* 

for and, read or* 
for andy read that* 



CONTENTS TO VOLUME THE FIRST. 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Preface 


PERIOD THE FIRST: 

From his Birth, to the Acceffion of George the Firft: 

1676 — 1714. 

Chap. i. Family. — Birth. — Talents. — Education, — Country Purfuits.-— Marriage. Period!. 

—Paternal Eftate — — ^ — — -^V » 167610 1714, 

Chap. 2. Eledled Member of Parliament. — Sketch of the important Tranfadtions _• 

during the Two laft Parliaments of King William. — A£l of Settlement in favour of the 
Proteftant Succeflion and Family, — Principles and CondudF of the I^eaders at the Revo- 
lution. — Ineffectual Endeavour of William to exten(i|' 3 die Adt of Settlement in fivour of 
the Hanover Line, virtually introduced by the Adt for difabling Papifls. — Artful Ma- 
nagement of Williant to procure the Extenfion of that Adi on the Death of the Duke of 
Gloucefter — - — — — 7 

Chap. 3, Walpole foon becomes an adtivc Member of Parliament. — Is upon various 
Committees, and Teller on levcral important Qucllions. — Supports the Whigs. — Se- 
conds the Motion for extending the Oath of Abjuration toeccleliaftical Perfons.— -Death 
and Charadler of King William — — — ^3 . 

Chap. 4. Acceflion of Anne. — Walpole makes a Motion ih Oppofirion,to Sir Ed- 
ward Seymour, — Diftinguiflies himfelf in the Proceedings on the AyJelbury Elcdlion. 

. — Noticed by Earl Godolphin, and the Duke of Marlborough. — Appointed one of the 
Seven Council to the Lord High Admiral. — Secretary at War, and 'Freafurcr to the 
I^avy. — ^Nominated one of the Managers for the Houfe ofCoftnnons, upon theProfe- 
cutionof Sacheverel.— His Speech, and Publication on thatOccafion — iS 

Chap. 5. Intrigues and Cabals which occafioned the Removal of the Whig Adminiftra- 
tion. — Walpole holds a confidential Correfpondence with the Duke of Marlborough, 

Lord Townihend, and Florace Walpole. — Rejedls the Offers and defpifes the I’hrcats 
of Harley. — Refuics to take a Part in the new Adminiftration — 26 

Chap. 6. Condudl of Walpole in Oppofition.— Ably defends the late Adminiflration 
againft the Charge of not accounting for the public Expenditure. — Accufed of Breach 
of Truft and Corruption when Secretary at War.— Committed to the Tower. — Ex- 
V ot. I. a pelled 



CONTENTS. 


Period 11 . 
171410 1720. 


pellcd the Houfe, and ihcapacitatfcd from fitting in the prcfent Parliament.— Vlfited 
by Perfons of the firft Diftin£liDn and Abilities.— Writes an able Defence of him- 
felf ^ ^ ^ 

Chap. 7. Relcafed from his Imprifonment. — Exertions in Favour of his Party.— 
Publilhes various political Pieces.— Eulogium of him, by Godolphin, — Publifhes the 
Hiftory of the late Parliament.— Re-elc£l:ed for Lynn.— Speaks againft the Peace; 
the Treaty of Commerce; and the Schifnr Bill In favour of Sir Richard Steele, for 
printing the Crifis and the Englifliman — — — 41 

Chap. 8 . Zeal of Walpole for the Hanover SuccelGon. — Juftificatiori of his Conduft, 

. on the Prefumption that the Proteftant Succeffion was in Danger. — Public Alarms and 
ApprebenfionSi — Death of Queen Anne — — — 46 


PERIOD THE SECOND: 

From the Acceffion of George the Firft, to the Commencement 

of the South Sea Scheme. 


1714 — 1720. 


Chap. g. General State of the European Powers at the Death of Queen Anne, with 
refpc6l to their Inclination or Capacity to promote or obftru£l the Acceflion of George 
the Firft. — State of Great Britain.— CharatSler of George the Firft— not calculated to 
promote his Caufe ^ — — jPa^^ 5 r 

Chap. 10. Proceedings in Parliament on the Death of Queen Anne. — Acceffion of 
George the Firft.— 'Franfa^lions at Hanover. — Artful Policy of the King, in his Con- 
du<Sl to the Two Partilfes. — His Arrival in England. — Formation of a Whig Miniftry. 
—Walpole Paymafter of the Forces.— Inveteracy of Parties — 58 

Chap. ir. Rife and Charailcr of Lord Townfliend.— Intimacy with Walpole.— Meet- 
ing of the new Parliament.— Walpole takes the Lead. — ^Draws up the Report of the 
fecret Committee. — Manages the Impeachment of Bolingbroke — Ormond and Ox- 
ford. — Motives for that Condudl.— Rebellion.* — HiS Ailivity and Services. — Appointed 
Firft Lord of the Treafury, and Chancdlor of the Exchequer. — Proceedings in Parlia- 
ment.— Trial and Execution of the Rebels — — 63 

Chap. 12. Illnefs of Walpole, — Recovery.— Septennial Bill.— Impatience of the King 
to vifit Hanover. — Repeal of the reftraining Claufe in the Aft of Settlement.— Mifun- 
derftanding between the King and the Prince of Wales, who is appointed Guardian-of 
the ftealm.— Departure o( the King for Hanover — 7^ 

§ Chap* 



CONTENTS. yii 

Chap. 13. State and Difunion of the Miniftry.-^Cabals of Sunderland.— Intrigues Period III. 

and Venality of the Hanoverian Junto — - •— Page 79 1^20 to 

Chap. 14. Acquifiition of Bremen and Verden.««s-Aftiance with France ^ 86 y 

Chap. 15. Situation of AiFairs at Home. — Conduft of the Prince of Wales. — Preca- 
rious and perplexed Situation of Townfliend aiid Walpole. —Departure of Sunderland,— * 

Caufes of the King’s Difpleafure againft Townfliend and Walpole.— Their Oppofition 
to his continental Politics.— Walpole’s Reflftance to the Payment of the German 
Troops. — Intrigues and Arrogance of the Hanoverian Minifters.— Sunderland arrives 
at Hanover.— Cabals with the German Junto.— Gains Stanhope. — Prevails on the 
King to difmifs Townfliend — — — _ 

Chap. 16. Difeontents in England and Holland at the Difgrace of Townfliend.— ^ 

Sunderland and Stanhope, and the Hanoverians, are alarmed.— Apologize for their Con- 
du6i.— The King prevails upon him to accept the Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland. — iVIo- 
tives for his Condudl:.— Townfliend and Walpole coldly fupport Government. — Sun- 
derland increafes his Party. — Townfliend difmiffed from the Lord Lieutenancy of Ire- 
land.— Walpole propofes and carries his Scheme for reducing the Intereft of the Na- 
tional Debt, — Refigns. — ^Manyof the leading Whigs follow his Example.— Wcakneft 

of the new Adminiflration — — — 1 03 

Chap. 17, Walpole propofes his Plan for reducing the Intereft of the National 
Debt. — His Refignation excites warm Debates. — Altercation with Stanhope.— Remarks 
on the baneful Spirit of a fyftematic Oppofition to all the Meafures of Government. — • 

Walpole not cxenipted from that Ccnfurc. — His uniform Oppofition, and Influence in 
the Houfe of Commons — — — 108 

Chap. 18. Origin and Progrefs of the Peerage Bill. — Oppofition and Speech of Wal- 
pole. — Bill rejected — • — — 1 16 


PERIOD THE THIRD; 

From the South Sea Aft, to the Death of George the Firft. 


[720 — 1727. 


Chap. 19. Origin and Progrefe of the South Sea Company. — Their Projeft 
liquidating the National Debt.— Efpoufed by the Miniftry. — ^Oppofed by Walpole. — 
Accepted by Parliament— Walpole reconciles the King and the Prince of Wales. — 
Forms a Coalition with Sunderland.— Townfliend appointed Prefident of the 'Council. 
—Walpole Paymafter of the Forces.— Retires into the Country — ^26 

Chap, ao. Departure of the King for Hanover.— Rife and Fall of tiie South Sea 
Stock.— National Infatuation and Dclpair.— Walpole’s Endeavours to reftore the Cre- 

a 2 



Vlil 


C O N T E N T S. 


Period nr. 

t720t0 1727. 


dit of the Company.~The King returns from Hanover.— Alarming State of Aftavrs. 
— EmbarrafTment of the Miniftry.— Deljporidcncy of the King.— Walpole's Plan for 
the Reftoration of Public Credit.,— Difeufled — — Page 133 

Chap. 21. Public Indignation againft the Direftors. — Proceedings in Parliament. 
—Report of the Committee of Secrecy.— Rigorous Treatment of the Director?. — 
Bill of Pains and Penalties. — Moderation of Walpole— Defends Charles Stanhope. 
—Saves Sunderland. — Promotes the Bill for reftoring Public Credit.-*^Advantages 
finally derived from the South Sea Scheme. — Arrears of the Civil Lift paid. — Con- 
troverfy concerning the, Bank Contrail — — I47 

Chap. 22. "I'ov/nfhend appointed Secretary of State on the Death of Earl Stan- 
hopcj and Walpole P'irft Lord of the Treafury, on the Refignation of Sunderland, — 1 
Supports the Swedifc Subfidy. — Affairs off Sweden to the Peace of Nyftadt. — Domef- 
ticT'ranfailions.— Commercial Regulations.— Abolition of various Duties. — Importa- 
tion of Naval Stores encouraged.— Advancement of national Induftry. — Dean Tucker's 
Eulogium of Walpole — , — — ijq 

Chap. 23. Meeting of the new Parliament. — Atterbury’s Plot. — Memoirs. — Bill 
of Pains and Penalties. — Condudl in Exile.— Death. — Tax on the Eftates of Roman 
Catholics, and Non-jurors — — — 166 

Chap. 24. Walpole’s Son made a Peer. — Charafler, Views, and Intrigues of 
Carteret. — Struggle in the Cabinet for Pre-eminence. — Conieft for continuing or re- 
moving Sir Luke Schaub. — Million of Horace Walpole to Paris. — Death of the Duke 
of Orleans. — Succefsful Efforts of Townfliend and Walpole. — Schaub recalled, Horace 
Walpole nominated Embaflador.— Change in theMinillry; Carteret appointed Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. — Unanimity in Parliament.— Walpole made Knight of the Bath 
and Garter — 

Chap. 25. Aneedptes of Heniy St. John Vifeount Bolingbroke. — Difagreement 
between him and Oxford.— His Schemes in favour of the Pretender. — Difgraced on 
the Acceflion of George the Firft. — Flies.— Joins the Pretender. — Appointed his Se- 
cretary of State.— Removed.— Caufes of his Difmiffion. — Makes Overtures to the 
Britifti Cabinet. — Receives a Promife of being reftored.— Writes his Letter to Sir 
William Wyndham, under that Suppofition. — Cenfures Minifters. — Makes Overtures 
to them.— Cabals againft them.— Renews his Offers of Attachment to them.— Con- 
clu£l pf Walpole in his Favour. — Bolingbroke receives his Pardon in Blood. — His 
Overtures to the Walpolc.s.— A£lof Parliament in hrs Favour. — Motives for Walpole’s 
Coiidu£l. — Bolingbroke joins Oppofition. — Remarks on his Conduil and Writ- 
ings — — — ' ~ 196 

Chap. 26. Difturbances in Ireland, occafioned by Wood’s Patent.— Public and 
fecret Hiftory of that Tranfaftion. — Charafler of Lord Midleton. — His Difagrec* 
ment with the Duke of Grafton. — Indifcreet Proceedings of Government. — Embar- 
raftments and Condud of Walpole. — Duke of Grafton recalled^ and Lord Carteret 
appointed Lord Lieutenant. — Refignation of Lord Midleton. — Surrender of the Pa- 
tent.— Tranquillity reftored.— Tumults in Scotland, on levying the Malt Tax.— Pru- 
dent Condudl of Walpole.— Charadcr and Services of the Earl of Hay — 215 

Chap. 27. Diffolution of the Congrefs of Cambray. — Origin and Progrefs of 
the Union between the Emperor and Spain.— Treaty of Vienna.— Affairs of the 
North.— Alarms and Condud of England#— Application to Parliament — 236 

Chap. 



ix 


CONTENTS. 

Chap. 28, CohcTufion and Object of theTreaty of Hanover.— Obje£iions of Walpole.— • 
Removed.— Obfervations on the fecret Articles in the Treaty of Vienna - Page 
Chap. 29. . The King’s dangerous Paffage to England.— The 'Freaty of Hanover 
approved by Parliamentj and vigorous Meafures adopted.— Public Indignation agatnfl: 
the Emperor. — Walpole’s pacific Views. — Preliminaries agreed to by the Emperor— 
and Spain. — The King departs for Hanover — — 253 

Chap. 30. Cabals of the Duchefs of Kendal and Bolingbroke to remove Walpole. 
— Bolingbroke’s Interview with the King.— Sanguine Hopes of Oppofition. — Death 
of the King.— Memoirs of his Wife, the unfortunate Sophia of Zell — 262 


PERIOD THE FOURTH: 

From the Acceflion of George the Second, to the Refignation of 

Lord Townshend. 


1727—1730. 


Chap. 31. Acceffion and Character of George the Second. — Education— Charadlcr— 
Perfon— Condu«ft — and Influence of Queen Caroline. — Account of Mrs. Howard^ 
afterwards Countefs of Suffolk — — Page 270 

Chap. 32. Rumours of a Change in Adminiftration, — Intrigues of the 7 'ories, 
Pulteney, and Bolingbroke. — Chara£fer of Sir Spencer Compton, who declines the 
Office of prime Miniller. — Continuation of Townfhend and Walpole, by the Inter- 
• vention of Queen Caroline.— I'he good EffctSIs of her Influence over the King 282 
Chap. 33. W^alpole obtains an Increafe of the Civil hift, and a ‘|[oirJ;ure of 
100,000 for Queen Caroline.— Meeting and Proceedings of the New Parliament. 
—State of the Oppofition. — Important Difeuffion on tlje State of the Sinking Fund 
and National Debt. — Report of the Houfe of Commons on that Subjedt.— The King 
refufes to make Charles Stanhope a Lord of the Admiralty. — Foreign Affairs. — i 
Tranfaftions with Spain and the Emperor. — Alliatvce with Brunfwick.— A(£l of the 
Pardo. — Congrefs of Soiffons.— Treaty of Seville — — 289 

Chap. 34. Debates in Parliament on a fuppofed Promife of George the Firft to rc- 
ftore Gibraltar to Spain.— Miftakes generally entertained on that Subjeft.— True 
State of Fails.— Conduit of the Regent.— Of the King and Queen of Spain, and its 
Confcqucnces — — — . 304. 

Chap. 


Period IV. 
1727101730. 



CONTENTS. 


X 


Period V. 
173010 1734. 
1 ^ 


Chap. 35. Rifc, Difgrace, Imprifonment, Efcape, and Arrival of Ripperda in England. 
—Reception and Conferences with the Miniftcrs.— Diflatisfaftion and Departure.— 
Enters into the Service of the Emperor of Morocco — • Page 311 

Chap. 36. Sanguine Hopes of Oppofition that Walpole would be removed —Their 
Efforts in Parliament. — Debates on the Imperial Loan — on the PenfionBill — on 
Dunkirk — and the Renewal of the Eaft India Company's Charter. — Arrangement 
of the Miniftry on the Refignation of Lord Townfliend.— Charadlers of the Duke of 
Newcaftle and Lord Harrington _ ^10 

Chap. 37. Origin and Progrefs of the Difagreement between Townfhend and Walpole. 
—Refignation — Retreat and Death of I'ownflhend — — 3^2 


PERIOD THE FIFTH: 

From the Refignation of Lord Townshend, to the Diflblution of 

the Parliament. 


. 1730- ^ 734 - 


Chap. 38. Walpole inclines to a Reconciliation with the Emperor.— Negotiations 
which preceded and terminated in the I'rgaty of Vienna.— Treaty of Seville car- 
ried into Execution. — Tranfa6lions in Parliament, — General Satisfaftion,— Charafter 
of Earl Waldegravc, the new Embaflador at Paris — Page 340 

Chap. 39. Biographical Memoirs of William Pulteney. — Origin and Progrefs of his 
Mifunderftamling with Walpole 352 

Chap.' 40- " Walpole propofes to take Half a Million from the Sinking Fund, for the 
Service of the current Year. — Encroachments from its firft Eftablifhrnent to this 
Motion. — Oppofition to the Bill, — Subftance of the Reafons on both Sides. — It paffes 
the Houfe. — Subfcqnent Encroachments. — Beneficial Confequences which would have 
been derived from appropriating the Produce to the Liquidation of the Debt, — 111 
Confequences of alienating it. — Motives which induced the Minifter to take that Me- 
thod of ralfing Supplies — ~ 366 

Chap. 41. Origin and Progreft of the Excife. — Objedk of Walpole's Scheme.— 
Arts of Oppofition.— Parliamentary Proceedings.— Speech of Walpole.— Bill aban- 
doned. — ^Views and Condiifl of Oppofition. — Influence of Walpole.— Removals and 
Promotions.— Prorogation of Parliament — — 37 ^ 

Chap. 42. Charaftcr of Lord Hardwicke. — Parliamentary Proceedings. — Efforts of 
the Minority in Parliament.— The Excife.— The Removal of the Duke of Bolton and 

Lord 



CONTENTS. 


Xi 


Lord Cobham.-“The Place Bill. — ^Motion for the Repeal of Septennial Parliaments.-— 
Sir William Wyndham’s Speech.— Walpole's Reply. — Bolingbroke’s Retreat to 
France. — ^The King’s Speech. — Dillblution of Parliament — Page 407 

Chap. 43. View of Foreign Tranfablions from the Death of Auguftus the Second 
to the Dillblution of Parliament. — Succefsful Hoftilities of France, Spain, and Sar- 
dinia, againft the Emperor.— Neutrality of the Dutch.— Caufes which induced Eng- 
land to reject the Application of the Emperor for Succours — 428 


Period VI. 

*734^01737* 


PERIOD THE SIXTH: 

From the Dillblution of Parliament, to the Death of Queen 

Caroline. 

J734— 1737 . . 


Chap. 44. Succefsful Operations of the Allies.— Embafl'y of Horace Walpole to 
the Hague. — Indign.ition of the Emperor, and his^ Attempts to remove Walpole.— 
Origin, Progrefs, and Termiivation of the Secret Convention. — Renewal of HolHlities. 
— Fludluating State of the Britilh Cabinet. — Embarrafl’ments and Firmnefs of 
Walpole — — — Page 

Chap. 45. Event of the general Eledlions.— Meeting of the new Parliament.— 
Proceedings.— Prorogation. — Difference between Spain and Portugal — adjufted by 
the armed Mediation of England. — Progrefs of Hoftilities between the Allies and the 
Emperor. — Detail of the various Negotiations which led to the Conclufion of the 
Preliminaries.— King’s Speech. — Unanimity of Parliament, in regard "to foreign 
Affairs — — — 455 

Chap. 46. Parliamentary Proceedings.— Gin A<Sf.— Motion to repeal the Teft A<Sf, 
negatived. — Bill for the Relief of the Quakers palles the Commons, but is thrown 
out by the Lords. — Account of Edmund Gibfon, Bilhop of London. — Prorogation. 
— Horace Walpole declines the Office of Secretary of State. — Accompanies the 
King to Hanover, as Vice Secretary.— h'oreign Negotiations. — Prudence of Sir 
Robert Walpole.— Private Correfpondence with his Brother.— Objedls to guaranty 
the Provilional Succeffion to Berg and Juliers.—Oppofes the Northern League, and 
the Mediation between Ruffia ajid the Porte.— Promotes the definitive Treaty.- 
The Delays of the Emperor.— Incffe«Slual Attempt to bribe Chauvclin. — Secret Cor- 
refpondence with Cardinal Fleury, and Difmiffion of Chauvelin — 475 

Chap. 



C O N T E N T S. 


*« 

XU 


Period VII. 
1737^0 174Z. 


Chap. 47. Meeting of Parliament. — Speech from the Throne# -^Proceedings :-«• 
On the Bill refpefting the Tumults at Edinburgh— On ‘ Sir John Barnard's Scheme 
for the Reduction of Intereft— Licentioufnefs of the Stage.— Origin and Progrefs of 
the Playhoufc Bill — — . P age 493 

Chap. 48. Origin and Progrefs of the Mifunderftanding between the King and 
Prince of Wales. — Application to ParUamerit.~Condu£l of Walpole— of Lord Chan- 
cellor Hard wicke— of Oppofition — . ~ ^ 519 

Chap. 49. Illnefs — Fortitude — and Death of Queen Caroline. — Virtues.'— Grief of the 
King,— Affliction of Sir Robert Walpole 547 


PERIOD THE SEVENTH: 

From the Death of Queen Caroline, to the Refignation of 

Sir Robert Walpole. 


1737—1742. 


Chap. 50. Hiftorical Deduction of the commercial Treaties between Spain and Eng- 
land, relating to America.— Spanifli Depredations. — Meeting of Parliament, — De- 
bate on the Redu£tion of the Army,— Refolution, prohibiting the Publication of De- 
bates - — — — — — Page 556 

Chap. 51. Proceedings in Parliament relative to the Spanifli Depredations. — Petitions. — • 
Examination of Witnefles. — Cafe of Jenkins. — Report of the Committee. — Debates 
thereon. — Firm and temperate Conduct of Walpole. — Refolutions of both Houfes 573 
Chap. 52. Difficulties attending the Negotiation with Spain. — Articles of the Con- 
ventfon.— Proteft of Spain, — Parliamentary Proceedings. — Debates on the Conven- 
tion — — — _ _ 587 

Chap. 53. Seceffion of the Minority. — Confequences. — Beneficial A<Sts of Parlia- 
ment. — Danifli Subfidy. — Oppofition and Anecdotes of John Duke of Argyle. — Vote 
of Credit.— Termination of the Spanifli Negotiation. — Declaration of War. — Condu 61 : 
of England: — And of Sir Robert Walpole. — Divifions in the Cabinet — 604 

Chap. 54. Meeting of Parliament. — Return of the Seceders. — Efforts of Oppofi- 
tion.— Embarraflments of Walpole.— Supplies.— Capture of Porto Bello.— Expedi- 
tion to America.— Altercations in the Cabinet. — Foreign Affairs.— Death of the King 
of Pruffia— Of the Emperor. — Invafion of Silefia — — 626 

Chap. 55* Meeting of Parliament. — Addrefs. — Views of Oppofition. —Motion for 
the Removal of Sir Robert Walpole.— Speech of Sandys.— Conduit of the Tories.— 
Shippen v/ithdraws — — . — .— 641 

Chap. 



CONTENTS. 


xiu 


Chap, 56. Reply of Sir Robert Walpole.— JMotion negatived.— Similar Motion in the Period VIII. 

Lords.*— Conduct and Anecdotes of Shipper! * — — 656 1742 to 174;. 

Chak. 57. Proceedings of Parliament on the Auftrian Subfidy.— Grant of Three hun^ i „ /' 

dred thoufand Pounds to the Queen of Hungary. — Her Inflexibility— and difaftrous 
Situation — — ^ 

Chap, 58. Diflblution of Parliament. — State of the Miniftry.— WalprJe deferted or 
fecretly thwarted many of his former Friends.— -Succefsful Exertions of the Oppofi- 

tion. — Weftminfter Election. — Schifrn in the Cabinet. — ^Neutrality of Hanover. — Su* 
pinenefs of Walpole. — Clamours againft him — — 682 

Chap. 59. Meeting of Parliament. — Complexion of the new Houfe of Commons.— 

King’s Speech. — Walpole permits an Alteration to be made in the Addrefs. — Sinall 
Majority in Favour of the Eoffinc’y Eleition. — I'he Appointment of a Chairman of 
the Committee of Elcdtioa carried againft him, — Lofes the Queltion of the Wcltmin- 
fter Election. —Adjournment of the Houfe.— IncficCtual Attempt to detach the Prince 
of Wales from the Oppofilion.— Houfe again allembles.— Walpole lofes the Chippen- 
ham Election.-* — Adjournment of the Huufe of Commons, at "the King’.s Requeft. — Sir 
Robert Walpole created Earl of Orford, and refigns.— Aftedfting Interview with the 
King,— Regret of his Eh'icnds — — — 


PERIOD THE EIGHTH: 

From the Refignation of Sir Robert Walpole to his Death. 


1742—1745. 


CHAPr 60. Exertions and Influence of Walpole, — ^Negotiations with PuitTrney^for the 
Arrangement of a new Adminifl ration. — Jeakmfics and Diviflons of (li-politiori,— 
Meeting at the I'ountain I'avern.— Interference of the Prince of Wales. — rarliamcn* 
tarj^ Inquiry into the Condudl of the lix-ininiflcr.-r-Secrct Committee. — Inde.iiniiy 
Bill. — Paflcs the Commons. — Rejected by the Lords. — Pulieney created iharl of Ilatli. 
His Unpopularity. — Accufations againft him — Examined and refuted — 698 

Chap. 61. Itxamination of the Report of the Secret Committee. — Heads of Accu- 
fation urged againft Sir Robert Walpole.— Undue Influence in EleclFats, — Grants 
of P'raudulent Contracts, — Peculation, and Profufion in the Expenditure of the Money 
for Secret Service. — His private Fortune, pecuniary Acquirements, and the State of 
his Affairs at his Death — — — — 7^9 

V'oL. I. b ^ 


b 



3 CIV 


CON T,E NTS. 

rtriad VIII. Chap. 62. Renewal of the parliamentary Attack oh Lord Orford^Defeatej^.— Con- 
1747 to 1745. fultcd by the King.— His Influence in minifterial A rringements,— Exerts himfelf for 

the Continuance of Hanoverian Troops in the Brttifli Pay.— His Speech in the 
Houfe of Lords.— Goes to Houghton.— Returns to London at the King's Requeft.'— 
Illnefs.— Death — — — — 73^ 

Chap. 63. Principles of Walpole’s Adminiftration.— Pacific Syftcm.— Finance.— Com*- 
tnerce.— Public Charadlcr — — •— 744 

Chap. 64, Private Chara6Ier of Sir Robert Walpole.— Perfon.—Difpofition.— Man- 
iicrs. — Social Qiialitics.— Negle6l of Men of Letters.— Conduit in Parliament - 75S 



P R E F A C E. 


I T is imneceflary to offer an apology for fubmitting to the Public, 
the Memoirs of Sir Robert Walpole, which embrace a pe- 
riod fo important in the annals of this country. It will be fufHcient 
to explain the motives which induced me to undertake this Work ; 
to announce the plan j to ftate the authorities from which the mate- 
rials are derived ; and to acknowledge obligations. 

Nine years have elapfed lince I undertook to write 'The Ilijlorkal 
and Political State of Europe i the plan of, which was printed, and 
fubmitted to the public. In the prolecution of that work I ob- 
tained accefs to various colle(!fions of original papers, particularly 
thofe of the earls of Hard'wicke., Harrington ^ and Peterhorougbj 
ftnd of Sir Benjamin Keene, It was in fuch forwardnefs, that 
the hiftories of Spain, Portugal, Auftria, the German conftitution, 
Ruffia, and part of Pruflia and Sweden, were already prepareH far the 
prefs j I had alfo Iketched the hiftories of the Italian States, Holland, 
and France ; feveral maps were finilhed. Finding it impoffible to 
obtain in England fufficient information relpedting foreign countries, 
I vifited Germany in 1 794, with a view to obtain an accurate know- 
ledge of recent events. 

On my return, I went to Wolterton, for the purpofe of inlpeifting 
the papers of Horatio lord Walpole, father of the prelcnt lord Wal- 
pole, whofe interefling correfpondence, during his embaflics in France 
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and Holland, were of the utmoft importance to my undertaking. 
I employed ieveral months in perufing and arranging thefc papers. 
In the. courfc of this occupation, I traced motives of a<3:ion unknown 
to hiftorians, which placed in a new light the foreign and domeftic 
tranladlions of the cabinet. 1 alfo derived, from the converfatidn of 
lord and lady Walpole, many fails and anecdotes which elucidated the 
events adverted to in the papers. 

The progrefs of the French revolution, and the uncertain polltion 
of I'ui'ope compelled me, notwithftanding the expence, and lois of 
time and labour, to fulpend my original deiign, and to defer the com- 
pletion of hijtorical and political Jiate, till the return of more quiet 

and favourable times. 

With the fanilion of lord Walpole, I propofed, therefore, to give 
to the public a feleition of his father’s papers. In the courie of 
this undertaking, I met with feveral letters and papers of Sir Robert 
Walpole, which made me felicitous to obtain farther information 
concerning his charafler and adminiftration. 

On my arrival in London, I had frequent converfations with the 
late earl of Orford, who related many anecdotes of his father, which 
Jed to further inquiries. It now infenfibly became a part of my plan,, 
to blend in the narrative, as many particulars relating to Sir Robert 
Walpole as could be authenticated, and to infert, in the correfpon- 
dence, as many of his letters as I could obtain. 

This tlefign was promoted by the kindnefs of lord Orford, who im- 
parted to me all his father’s papers which remained in his poffefSon,. 
and permitted me to ufe them at my difci stion, without the fmalleR. 
controul. 

The conne<flion and friendihip which, for a long period, had fub- 
fifled between Sir Robert Walpole, and his brother-in-law Charles, 
vifeount Townfliend, naturally fuggefted that the Townlhend papers 
muft afford confiderable information. 

The acquifition of thefe important documents, led to the difeo- 

very 
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very and communication of others, particularly in the HardmcJke, 
Grantham, Waldegrave, and Poyntz collections. 

. With thefe fources of information, the work gradually expanded, 
and Sir Robert Walpole from being a fecondary, became the prin- 
cipal object. I therefore interrupted the iinpreffion of lord Wal- 
pole’s correfpondence, and poftponed that publication. I determined 
to give to the world, the Memoirs of the Life and Adminiftration of 
Sir Robert Walpole, drawn from thefe copious and original fources, 
and to illuitrate, by interefting and authentic documents,, the tranfac- 
tions of the buly and eventful period, in which that miniiter aCted ib 
confpicuous a part. 

In purfuance of this extenfive plan, I found myfelf under the ne- 
ceflity of difeufling the interefts of Great Britain and of Europe, of 
developing the intricacies of cabinets, of tracing motives of aCtion, 
of delineating characters, and diferiminating the views of difeordant 
politics. 

Anxious to avoid an error, too common with biographers, that of 
confidering only one fide of the queftion, J was no lefs felicitous to 
procure the papers of thofe who oppofed, than of thofe who fup- 
ported the meafures of Sir Robert Walpole. With this view I ap- 
plied for and obtained communications of the Stanhope, Midleton, 

Melcombe, and Egremont Papers. Thefe I have printed without in- 
terpolation and without difguife, not omitting a fingle inveClive, but 
leaving the reader to judge between the partial eulogiums'of Hervey, 

• and the acrimonious reproaches of Bolingbroke. 

The Plan of this work is to give an uninterrupted narrative of the 
life and admin iilration of Sir Robert Walpole, illuftrated by original 
correfpondence and authentic papers. 

The Memoirs, which are contained in the firft volume, are divided 
into eight periods, comprehending a term of fixty-nine years, from, 
his birth in 1676, to his death in 1745. 


The 



The CGrrefpondence, which occupies the fecorid and third vo- 
lumes, is, for facility of reference, alfo divided into eight periods, ap- 
plying to the fubje^ls. of the correlponding pexiods in the nai ratxvc. 

The Authorities from which the materials are derived, may be 
divided into printed, oral, and manuscript information. 

Printed Information. 

Though this fource of intelligence is open to every writer, and an 
omiflion to confult and compare the advocates on both fides of the 
queftion, indicates either negligence or Want of candour, yet Smollett 
and Beljham, in their accounts of the times, have betrayed thefe 
faults in the higheft degree. Dazzled by the eloquence of Pul- 
teney, feduced by the fophiftry of Bolingbroke, or deluded by 
the fpecioufnefs of Chefterfield, they appear to have formed their 
opinions without comparifbn, to have ftigmatized the whole ad- 
rniniftration of Sir Robert Walpole, as an uniform mafs of cor- 
ruption and depravity, as a gloomy period, during which not a 
lingle ray of light glean*s through the impenetrable darknefs. 
Though I have occafionally noticed the mifreprefentations of thefe 
writers, yet, as Smollett quotes no authorities, and appears never to 
have confulted thejournals, and cither partially or fuperficially to have 
perufed the parliamentary debates ; and as Belfham is, in general, a 
mere cop]^ift of Smollett as to fadls, though he differs from him in 
fpcculkions j I have not relied on either as an authority. 

The hiffory of England which I have principally confulted, is 
the continuation of Rapin, publiflied under the name of Tindal, but 
principally written by Dr, Birch. His papers in the Mufeum, and 
in the Hardwicke Colleftion, which I have examined with ferupu- 
lous attention, and various other documents which were fubmitted to 
his infpeilion, and to which I have had accefs, prove great accuracy 
of refcarch, judgment in fele<^ion, and fidelity in narration. He 
derived confiderable alfiftance from perfbns of political eminence, 

particularly 
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particularly the late lord Walpole, the late earl of Hardwicke, and 
the honourable Charles Yorke Birch was a ftaunch Whig, but his 
political opinions have never led hina to forget his duty as an hillo» 
rian. He has not garbled or falfified debates, or miftated faiifs ; he has 
not wantonly traduced charafters, or acfimopioufly reviled indivi- 
duals, becaufe they efpoufed the caufe which he difapproved j but 
in his whole work, whether he praifcs or blames, there is a manly 
integrity and candid temperance, which muft recommend him to 
the difcerning reader. 

It naturally became a part of my talk to confult all works which, 
treatof the life and admini/lration of Sir Robert Walpole j and it is 
remarkable, that except political pamphlets, which were confined to 
temporary and fpecific objects, my utmoft refearch could only difcovec 
tjvo publications. 

The firft is, ** A critical Hiftory of the Adminiftration of Sir Robert 
** Walpole, now Earl of Orford, collected chiefly from the Debates 
** in Parliament, and the political Writings on both Sides, 1743,” 

This anonymous work is contemptible both in matter and ftyle. 

It is, with few exceptions, a mere compilation from the mofl. 
virulent oppofition pamphlets, but is uleful as an index of the 
points which, at the time, drew moft attention, and as Containing 
an account of the moft remarkable publications on both fiJes* 

The fecond is ** Hiftoire du Minifterc du Chevalier Wal^ool de- 
“ vena Miniftre d’ Angleterre, et Comte d'Oxford^ Amfterdam, 1764, 

** in three volumes.” This work is principally compiled from the 
preceding publication, although the author afFe<ft»*greater impartia- 
lity, and frequently turns the moft virulent cenfures into the moft 
fulfome panegyric. The writer is fo ignorant as to call him earl of 
Oxford^' and fo deficient in point of information, that the whole pe- 

* The account of the partition treaty was written by the late carl of Hardwicke. 

The account of lord Somers’s arguinent in Banker’s cafe, was written by liis great 
nephew, the late Mr. C> Yorke. I can alfo trace numerous communications by Horace 
Walpole, though they cannot be fo cafily fpeciiied. 
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riod, from the declaration of war againft Spain in 1 7 59, to the rc- 
dgnation of the minirter in 1742, is contained in fourteen lines. From 
fources fo partial and deficient, little information could be derived. 

I have carefully confulted the political writings of the times, on 
both fides of thequeftion. I have perufed with the fame attention 
the mofi violent invedtives, and party ftatements againft the miniller, 
as well as thole that were written in his favour, and from a ferupu- 
Jous comparifon of both have endeavoured to extradl the truth. 

Thefe works are too numerous to recapitulate. To die political 
writings of Bolingbroke, Pulteney, and Chefterfield, I have paid pe- 
culiar attention, and fefutinized them with a clofe, and, I truft, an 
impartial infpedtion. 

The Craftfman,” which commenced in 1727, was the great vehi- 
cle of oppofition eflays. This paper,as it always contained the ftrength 
of the arguments urged againft the meafures of government, detailed 
with great eloquence and wit, has been afllduoully examined. The 
Political State of Great Britain, the Hiftorical Regifter, and Annals 
of Europe, ample and 'not incorredt periodical publications, have 
contributed information wkh refpedl to doraeftic events, points of 
chronology, and debates in parliament. 

I hai^e derived collateral afliftance from the Gentleman’s and 
London Magazines, which were ably condudled. 

I have occafionally collcdled the fubftance of debates from Chan- 
Jkr's Parliamentary Proceedings, to the general accuracy of which, 
though recently called in queftion, feveral reafons have induced 
to give credit. * 

1 . They are taken froni the contemporary papers, fuch as the 
Hiftorical Regifter, and the Political State of Great Britain j the 
authors of which were frequently fupplied with notes and memoran- 
dums by members of parliament. From the year 1735* when the 
debates were no longer publiftied in the Political State, the Ipeeches 
were given in tlie Gentleman’s Magazine by Guthrie, and in the 

London 



PREFACE. 

London Magazine by Gordon, both of whom conftantly attended in 
the gallery of the houfe, and received information from members of 
parliament. 

2. There are among the Walpole and Orford papers minutes of 
Sir Robert Walpole’s fpeeches, and occafionai notes, taken by him 
in the houfe of commons, of thofe of other members. In comparing 
thefe minutes and notes with the hieeches in Cliandler, I generally 
find the.leading expreflions preferved in the debates } which proves the ' 
authenticity of thofe particular fpeeches, and furnitlies a ftrong pre- 
fumption in favour of the refl, 

2# Several letteis, whicn I have pubJiflied in the Correfpondence, 
contain brief accotmts of the parliamentary proceedings, and in moil 
inftances accord with the printed debates. 

4. Sir Robert Walpole told his fon, the late earl of Orford, that 
his fpeeches w^cre in general faithfully reprefented in the public 
prints. 

5. Lord Bath aflured the prefent bifliopof Saliibury, Dr. Douglas, 
tlut mod of his fpeeches were corre< 511 y given, yet better than he had 
delivered them. 

From the 19th of November, 1740, many of the debates were 
^written by Dr. Johnfon, and publillicdin the Gentleman’s Magazine. 
Doubts have arifen concerning their authenticity. Some of John- 
fon’s biographers have declared that they were 'partly compof(;d by 
himfelf; another. Sir John Ilawkins, that they were wholly ficti- 
tious ; and Johnfon himfelf is laid to Iiave confefied, that thev 
were not authentic, and excepting their general* import, were the 
work of his own imagination. 

This account, however, is not perfcdly confonant to fact. Eitlier 
Johnfon deceived himfelf into an exaggeration of his own powers, 
or his biographers midook his aflertion. The real truth is that 
Johnfon conftantly received notes and heads of the fpeeches from 
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perfons employed by Cave, and particularly from Guthrie, The 
bilhop of Saliibury recolledls to have feen feveral of thefc notcj, 
which Guthrie communicated to him on the very day on which 
he obtained them, whicli were regularly tranfmitted to Johnfon,, 
and formed the bafis of his orations. 

Oral and Manuscript iNfoRMATioN. 

Walpole Papers-.. 

My firfl: and warmefl acknowledgments are due to lord Walpole, 
for the papers of his father Horatio, the firft lord Walpole of Woiter- 
ton, brother of Sir Robert Walpole, and embaflador in France and 
Holland. This colledlion has afforded the mofl ample materials. 
It contains his original correfpondence, both public and private, as 
well abroad as in England; many confidential letters which pafTed 
between him, the quceij, and Sir Robert Walpole ; various docu- 
ments, memorials, and political differtations, which afford the clearefl 
infight into foreign affairs, and prove his active and indefatigable 
exertions. 

A fpecific detail of this colledion, which occupies no lef; than 
one hundred and forty folio volumes, mufl be referred to a future 
publication, in which I purpofe to give a feleilion of the moft inte- 
refting letters not inferted in this work. 

I am alfo indebted to lord Walpole for many interefting anec- 
dotes and explanations, which he had from his father. 

Orford Papers. 

The late earl of Orford, third fon of Sir Robert Walpole, favoured 
me wit.h accefs t© all the papers of his father remaining in his pof- 
feffion. 
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Had this colledtion teen preferved entire, it would have been in- 
valuable and unparalleled, both for extent and importance, but fome 
have been deftroyed, others difperfed, and many loft. When he retired 
from office, the minifter deftroyed a large quantity. Not long before 
his death he faid to his fon, Horace, when I am gone, you will find 
many curious papers in the drawer of this table,” and mentioned, 
among others, the memorial which had been drawn up by Boling- 
broke, and prefented by the duchefs of Kendal to the king. When 
his fon, fome time after his death, infpecSled the drawer, the papers 
were loft, and were never afterwards recovered. In relating this 
anecdote, the late earl of Orford declared his opinion that the pa- 
pers had been either inadvertently deftroyed by his elder brother, or 
ftolen by a fteward. Several letters belonging to this collc(ftion 
were given to the late lord Walpole, and are preferved at Wolterton. 
Notwithftanding thefc defalcations, the. colledfion ftill contains many 
documents of high importance, of which I have availed myfclf. 

To lord Orford I am highly indebted ^or numerous fadls and 
anecdotes relating to Sir Robert Walpole, wdiich nobody but him- 
felf could have authenticated. In gratefully acknowledging thefe 
favours, I feel it my duty to pay a juft tribute to Iiis candour. He 
repeatedly faid, ‘‘ You will remember that I am the fon of Sir 
Robert Walpole, and therefore muft be prejudiced in his favour. 
Fadls I will not mifreprefent or difguifc,hut my opinions and refledlions 
on thofe fadls you will receive with caution, and adopt or rejedl at 
your diferetion.” Although he teftifieda natural fojicitude to fee the 
memoirs of his father, yet he not unfrcquently exprefied his wiflies 
that the work might not appear while he was alive, left it might be 
thought that from motives of delicacy, I had not dflivered my fen- 
tinients with freedom. 
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Townshend Papers. 

I am obliged to the marquis Townfhend for accefs to the papers 
of his grandfather Charles, the fecond vifcount Townfliend, who 
was plenipotentiary at Gertruydenberg and at the Hague, and principal 
fecretary of ftate. Lord Townihend’s maflerly letters to George 
the Firft; the notes between George the Second and him j the confi- 
dential intercourfe which he regularly maintained with his brother in 
law. Sir Robert Walpole, while he was at Hanover ; have materially 
contributed to illuftrate thofe tranfadtions in which the brother mi- 
nifters had a principal lhare. 

Hardwicke Papers, 

To my noble friend the earl of Hardwicke, I gratefully acknow- 
ledge my obligations for the ufe of his colledlion. From it I have 
been fupplied with various papere, memorandums, and narratives of 
his grandfather, the lord chancellor, and of the late earl of Hard v/icke ; 
letters from the duke of Newcaftle ; the confidential correfpond- 
ence between Sir Robert Walpole and lord Townfliend, and the pa- 
pers of Sir Luke Schaub, together with other documents of im- 
portance. 

Sydney Papers. 

I ani indebted to lord Sydney for the communication of letters 
which belonged to his father, the honourable Thomas Townfliend, 
fecond fon of Charles vifcount Townfliend, and the confidential 

i 

friend of Sir Robert Walpole. Tlie kindnefs of lord Sydney, and 
his brother, Charles Townfliend, Efquire, has alfo fupplied many 
anecdotes derived from the converfation of their father. 

Waldegrave Papers. 

To the Countefs of Waldegrave, I am obliged for fubmit- 
ting to my infpedlion the dilpatches of her grandfather James, firfl: 
§ carl 
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earl of Waldegrave, duriiig his embaffies at Vienna and Paris, from 
1727 to 1740. Among other points of fecret hiftory, they detail 
many interefiing converfations with Cardinal Fleury, and with 
Chauvelin, keeper of the feals. They contain alfo various letters to 
and from Sir Robert Walpole, of the moft private and confidential 
nature, which are printed in the Correfpondence. 

In addition to thefe, I have to enumerate other communications 
made in the moft liberal and obliging manner, and to offer my grate- 
ful acknowledgments : 

Harrington Papers. 

To the earl of Harrington, for the correfpondence of his grand- 
father William Stanhope, firft earkof Harrington, who was envoy and 
embaffador at Madrid, plenipotentiary at the congrefs of Soiffons, and 
fccretary of ftate. Alfo for feme papers of Charles Stanhope, elder 
brother of the firft earl of Harrington, who was private and confi- 
dential fecretary to earl Stanhope, and fecrotary to the treafury under 
the earl of Sunderland. This colledlion fupplied me with many , 
interefting letters, which relate to the fchifin in the adminiftration 
in 1716, and a confidential correfpondence between Ncwcaftle and 
Harrington, previous to the difmiflion of lord Townfhen 3 . 

Grantham Papers. * * • 

To lady Grantham, for the papers of Sir Thomas Robinfon, 
firft lord Grantham, who was confidential fecretary to lord Wal- 
pole, during his embafty in France, and envoy and plenipotentiary 
at Vienna. Thefe documents comprife an interefting account of the 
negotiations and tranfadions between Great Britain and the houfe 
of Auftria, during a period of eighteen years. 
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PoYNTz Papers; 

To Stephen Poyntz, Efquire, for various communications from 
the papers of his father Stephen Poyntz, Efquire, confidential fecre- 
tary of lord Townflicnd, envoy to the court of Sweden, and one of 
the plenipotentiaries at the congrefs of Soiflbns. 

Keene Papers. 

To Benj amin Keene, Efquire, for the papers of his uncle Sir Ben- 
jamin Keene, fo long, and with fuch difiinguiflaed eminence, envoy 
and embafliidor at Madrid. 

Campbell Papers. 

To Archibald Campbell, Efquire, for the papers of his grand- 
father, Archibald earl of Hay, and duke of Argyle j in which I had 
the good fortune to find feveral original letters of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole. 

Devonshire Papers. 

To ihe late worthy and much regretted lord John Cavendifli, 
for feveral interefting letters, in the pofleflion of the dukeof Devon- 
fiiire, writtqp by Sir P..obert Walpole, the marquis of Hartington, 
and Sir Robert Wilmot, to William duke of Devonihire, lord lieute- 
nant of Ireland, a ih-ort time previous to the refignatlon of Sir Robert 
Walpole. 

, ■ Etough Papers. 

To John Plumptre, Efquire, for the papers of the Rev. Henry 
Etough, redVor of Therfield, Hertfordfliirc. Thefe papers form a 
valuable rnafs of intelligence. 'I'hey contain flcctches of the reigns 
of William, Anne, George the FirlT; and Second; numerous ac-' 
counts of Sir Robert Walpole, which he obtained in converfation, 
either from the miniftcr himfelf or Horace Walpole, the minutes of 
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which, in various inftances, he noted down. They comprlfe much 
information derived from Mr, Scrope, fecretary to the treafury, and 
other perfons whofe authorities he conftantly cites ; and a long and 
intcrefting correfpondcnce with Horace- Walpole. Etougli was 
a man of great research and eager curiolity, replete with prejudice, 
but idolizing Sir Robert Walpole. In the examination of thefe 
ample documents, I have only adopted fuch parts as were in my 
judgment entitled to full credit. 

The following are the principal articles in this colledlion, of which 
I have availed myfelf ; “ A Mifcellnny, being Minutes offeveral Con- 
verfations while Sir Robert Walpole, and when Lord Orford,on £*veral 
Subjects, from 1734 to 1744, with fome Particulars relating to his lateft 
Tranfadtions.” “ Minutes of a Converfation with Sir Robert Wal- 

pole, on thcAttemptof Lord Bolingbrokeandthe Duchefs of Kendal, to 

obtain his Difmiffion in 1727.” Printed in the Correfpondcnce. 

“ An imperfed: E% on the Charader and Behaviour of the late 
Earl of Orford, addreffed to the right honourable Horatio Walpole^ 

Efquire.” “ Minutes of two Conferences with Horatio Walpole 

at Putney, Auguft 6th and 20th, 1752.” Minutes of a Conver- 

fation with the right honourable Horace Walpole, Elquirc, Novem- 
ber 3, 175?.” “ Obfervations on the Eledions in 1734 and 41, 

relative to lord Orford.” “ Minutes of a Conversation with 

Mr.Scrope,fecretaryto the Treafury, relating to the Arrangtmont of 

the new Miniftry on the Acceffion of George the Second.” Printed 
in the Correfpondcnce, 
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Weston Papers. 

To the Rev. Charles Wefton, prebendary of Durham, for com- 
munications from the papers of his father, Edward Wefton, Efquire, 
under fecretary of ftate; containing, among other interefting particu- 
lars, letters from Sir Robert Walpole and lord Townftiend, on the 
» 
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arrival of the dukeof Ripperda in England, and a manly remonftrancc 
of lord Townfhend to the king, difluading the journey to Hanover ; 
which the reader will find in the Correfpondence. 

Onslow Papers. ^ 

To lord Onflow, for fome very interefting remarks of fpeaker 
Onflow, on various parts of Sir Robert Walpole’s conduft, with 
anecdotes of tlie principal leaders of oppofition. Printed in the Cor- 
refpondence. 

Astle Papers. 

To Thomas Aflle, Efquire, keeper of the records at the Tower, 
for various communications from his private colledion of manu- 
fcripts, particularly, correfpondence of the earl of Clarendon, during 
his miffion at Hanover, and letters from fecretary St. John to Drum- 
mond j which are printed in the Correfpondence. 

Stanhope Papers. 

The fchifm in the Whig adminiflration divided Walpole and 
Stanhope, and converted their long eflabliihed friendfliip into bitter 
enmity. As the chara£ter of James, firfl: earl of Stanhope, was fe- 
vercly arraigned by Townfliend and Walpole, candour impelled me 
to apply to his reprelentative, the prefent earl, for any documents in 
his pofieflion, wh*ich might tend to vindicate his memory from thofe 
afperfions. This requeft was acceded to in, the moft liberal manner, 
and thofe papers have materially tended to elucidate the tranfadions 
of that period. 

Midleton Papers. 

I am indebted to lord Midleton for the papers of his grandfather, 
the chancellor of Ireland, which developc the hiftory of Wood’s 

patent. 
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pat^ntf and compriib feveral letters from his brother Thomas Bro- 
drick, chairman of the committee of fecrecy in the South Sea inquiry, 
and of his Ion Saint John Brodrick ; moft of thefe are replete with 
the fevcreft farcafms and invcd:ives againfr the minifter, 

Egremont Papers. 

To the earl of Egremont, for the letters of lord Bolingbroke to his 
grandfather Sir William Wyndham, remarkable for that anima- 
tion, elegance of ftyle, plauflbility of argument, and virulence of in- 
ventive, which diftinguifti his writings. They contain the mod te- 
vere animadverfions on the condudl and principles of Sir Robert 
Walpole, and are filled with the moil bitter reproaches againil his 
meafures ; I have thought it my duty not to fupprefs a fingle pa- 
ragraph which reflented bn the adminiilration of the miniiler. 

PuLTENEY Papers. 

To Sir William Pulteney, for the papers of his wife’s father Da- 
niel Pulteney, who was commiflioner of tlie hoard of trade, lord of 
the admiralty, who became the flrenuous opponent of Sir Robert 
Walpole, and wrote againil him with great feverity in the “ Craftf- 
man.” 

Meecombe Papers. 

To Henry Penruddocke Wyndham, Efquire, for the papers 
of George Dodington, Lord Melcombe, from which I have fe- 
ledled fevcral private letters, animadverting, with much acrimony, . 
on the condu«ft and iyilem of Sir Robert Walpole, extolling the prin- 
ciples and direnting the views of that oppolition which drove him 
from the helm. 

Vot. I. 
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To Dr. Douglas, bifljop of Salilbury, I am . indebted for fev«ral 
interefting particulars, derived from daily convcrfations, during 
an intimate intercourfe of many years with' his friend -and patron 
the pari of Bath. While I gratefully acknowledge my obligations 
to this learned and highly-refpedted prelate, for much valuable in- 
formation during the progrcB of this work, 1 feel extraordinary gra- 
tification in refledding th.at the Memoirs of Sir Robert Walpole have 
derived afilflance from the friend of his great ■ opponent, William 
Fulteney, 

Governor Pownall claims my grateful acknowledgments for the 
communication of a very ingenious and able ellay on the conduft and 
principles of Sir Robert Walpole, which pbees the mimfter in a new 
point of view. It is inferted in the Correfpondence. 

With the affi (lance of thele extenfive fources of information, I have 
been enabled to elucidate many parts of fecret hiftory, either totally 
unknown, or wholly mifreprefented, and to trace the motives of 
action which influenced the conduct of the minifter, and directed the 
yiews of the Britifli cabinet. 

I have not been biafled by the prejudices of party hatred or party 
afl*e(5tion. I have always confidered the cpnnedlions and principles of 
the perfons from whom I derived political information, and after duly 
weighing all the cjrcumftances, ,have equally avoided the extremes 
©n either fide. 

It has naturally been my principal objedt to trace and difeufi 
thofe events, whkh perfonally relate to Sir Robert Walpole, either 
in his public or private chara<5ter, and in which he was either di- 
redlly or eventually concerned. In the courfe of my inquiries, and 
in the perufal of the numerous documents to which I have had ac- 
e^fs, I obtained information of various collateral circumftances, and 

,of 
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©f BUmeroiiSf chwa^terSi which thotigh they did not immediately at- 
tach to the life of the minifter, yet were conneiled with the tranf- 
aitions which he either influenced or diredted. Hence I have been 
led to make occafional digreflions, in order to elucidate inlerefting but 
Obfcure points of hiftory. I have allb introduced biographical me- 
moirs of eminent perfons, who were either the oppofers or favourers 
of the minifter, whofe charadters the papers and documents in my 
pofteflion have enabled me to illuftratc. 

Fully aware of the uncertainty of tradition, I have been extremely 
cautious to confine myfelf to the narroweft limits. I have never 
once adopted the hearfay of a hearfay, and have paid no attention 
to any anecdotes or fadls except from thofe who derived their in- 
formation from perfons of veracity, that were themfelves engaged in 
the tranfadlions of the times, and who authenticated their narratives. 

I have, in general, quoted my authorities, and though in foine 
inftances I have omitted to enumerate them, that I might avoid the 
appearance of afledlation, yet I can fafely aver, that 1 have not ad- 
vanced a Angle fadt in the whole work, of the truth of which I have 
not been convinced by the moft unexceptionable evidence. 

In a few inftances I have collefled the fubftancc of the ininifter’s 
fpeeches from parliamentary minutes in his own hand writing. 
From thefe memorandums I have particularly drawn his fpeeches 
againft the peerage bill, on propofing the excife fchemc, in oppofing . 
Sir John Barnard’s plan for the redudlion of intereft, and in reply 
to the motion made by Sandys to remove him. 

I have fcrupuloully avoided all aliulions to the tfanfadlions which ; 
are now pafling before us, lell, I might have been tempted to - 
make my work the vehicle of panegyric or invedtive, and have 
fallen into an error not uncommon with fpeculative writers, who 
judge of remote fadls by recent circumftances, and afFedledly adi- 

railate 
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milate the events of paft ages with the tranfa^Stions of the; pre-* 

fent day. ^ 

I cannot clofe this Preface without paying a juft tribute of gra- 
titude to my ingenious friend Mr. Adolphus, for the advantages 
which I have derived from his literary aftiftance in preparing thefe 
Memoirs for the prefs, 

^ March io, 1798, 



ADDITIONAL CORRECTIONS 
For the Memoirs of Sir Robeut Walpole. 

SiNCE the publication of tlicfe Memoirs, the author has difeovered fume 
inaccuracies, which the reader is rcquefled to correct. 

Voh I- Preface, p. xix. 1 . 2. of the note, for Bcrrkcr'*s calc, read the 
Banker^ s cafe. — P. 2. 1 . 7. dele eleBcd. 

In p. 63. It is aflerted, that Sir Horatio Townflicnd ^vets created a peer 
hi J682, that his fon Charles lord Townfhend, took his ieat in the houie 
of peers in 1696, and that being of a "Tory family^ he attached himfelf lb 
itrongly to tliat party, that \\^Jig7wd the proteji refpctling the impeachment of 
the fyhig lords. 

Sir l loratio Tovvnnicnd was created a baron in 1661, and raifed to the 
dignity of ^aifeount in 16S2. Charles lord Townfliend took his feat in 
December 1697. family could not be called a Tory family, as the 

dillinCtions of Whig and Tory had only taken place a fhort time before 
liis father’s death. T'lie inference, that he attached hlmielf to the Tories 
bccaufe lie figned the proteft rclpeCting tlic impeachment of the Whig 
lords, is not fulhciently founded. i. It apj^ears that feveral peers who alfo 
Jigned the proteft, were known Whigs. 2. This proteft was merely upon a 
collateral point. It ftated, that it was contrary to the proceedings in par- 
liam.cnt to take notice in that houie of what was reprefented only by fome 
lords to have palTed in the other. 3. Townlhcnd did not lign any of the 
other protefts rcfpccling the impeachment of the Whig lords. 

fti 83 and 180. The countefs of Platen, miftrefs of Erneft Auguftus, 
is confouncied with the countels of Platen her daughtcr-in-Iaw, wdio was 
mother of Amalia^ married to the count dc St. Florcntin. The confulioii 
of ficrman genealogies, and the want of authentic documents, have ren- 
dered it difhcuU tc:) afeertain every particular refpecling the families of 
Platen, K llmanfeck, and Schulenburglu 

Inftead of the fir ft fix lines, p, 83. read, Ilis other mifrefs zvas Sophia 
Charlotte^ zvife of baron Kilmanfecky niajier of the horfe^ from zvhom JJic zvas 
fepar cited. In \yx\ fhe zvas created ronntejs of Behiflcr in the kingdonx oj Ire-- 
landy and in 17 2 2 made a Britijh pcerefsy by the title of bar onefs of Brentford 
and countefs of JDarlington, 

In p. 167. 1 . 23. for Sir fofephy read Sir Trelawncy. P. 169. 

1 . 20, 22, read Bayer hevving been tried and condeninedy and bills of pains and 
penalties hazsing been faffed againf the inferior agents^ Kelly and Plunkety 
^c, — P. 177. 1 . 26, 27, dele and Stanhope, — P. 195. h 9. for zvho had ever 
heefty read z^ho ftnee the reign of James the Inrji had been\ — P. 533- k 27. 
de:lcf nce the reziolution, — P. 627. h 3. dele ahnoji zvithont a dbvijion , — P. 
63 7. 1. 27. for hazjing read Ieazjing,^-^1P, 635. 1. 26. for brother read nephezv,. 
— P. 656. note, 1 . 5. for nephezu read conjm, — P. 683. 1 . 23. for Irwin 
Edzvm, — P. 718. 1 . 24. iox from read to. — P. 725, 1 . 33- for increafe xcxid, 
decreafe, 

Vol. II. p. 289. L 6. iox Hoadley read IVillis.-^V , 647. dele the marginal 
note. 
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Sir R O B E R T WALPOLE, 

PERIOD THE FIRST: 

From his Birth, to the Accefllon of George the Firft ; 

1676 — 1714. 


CHAPTER THE FIRST: •1676 I7OI. 

Family, — Birth, — Falents. — Education. — Country Purfuits. — Marriage. 

Paternal EJlatc. 

T H E anceftors of Sir Robert Walj)olc, who was the eighteenth male of Period I. 

his family, in a lineal clefccnt, may be traced from the conquell. They 
took their llirname, according to the cuilom of thole flays, Irom the tsawn of 
Walpole, in Norfolk, on the borders of Lincolnlhirc, wlicre they had their 
refidence, until one of them exchanged the family feat for Houghton, in the 
lame county , 

Sir Edward Walpole, his grandfather, was elefted member for the borough 
of I ^ynn Regis, in the convention parliament, aHembled in April 1660, and 
voted for the reftoration of Charles the Second. As a recompence for his 
zeal in the royal caufe, he was created Knight of the Bath. He was remarkable 
for his elot|uence and weight in parliament, and once, on a warm altercation in 
the houfe, he fuggefled an expedient which was immediately adopted by both 

• Annexed Ger.calogic.nl Table. lulmonfon’s Baronegluni. Collins's Peerage ; Article, F.-irl 
of Giford. Doc'.inients among the Orl'ord Pajiers. 

Vf’f- I' parties 
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Period I. parties, for i\ hich Walkr the poet, in a high llrain of panegyric, Ironically 
1676101714. propolcd that he fliould be fent to the Tower, for riot having fooner com- 
' ■ poled the dilpute u hen he had it in his power *. He died in 1667. 

. Robert, the cldclb fon and heir of Sir Edward Walpole, fat in parliament 
for the borough of Gallic Riling, in the county of Norfolk, from the firft 
year of William and Mary, till his deceafe in November 1700. He was 
cleclctl deputy lieutenant, and colonel of the militia, in the county of Norfolk, 
and took as active a lhare as his lituationand circumllances permitted in for- 
vvaitlin^ the Revolution. He conliclerably improved his eftate by his pru~ 
dent management j educated a large family with much credit, and was held 
in great ellimation by the Whig party, whofe meafures he appears to have 
uniformly fupporled. He had by his wife Mary, only daughter and heirefs of 
Sir Jeffery Burwell, of Rougham, in Suffolk, nineteen children, of whom 
Robert, afterwards Sir Robert Walpole j', and Earl of Orford, the fubjeifl 
of thefe Memoirs, was the third fon. 

It feems to be an error not uncommon in mankind, to endeavour to exalt 
the merit of favourite and eminent charaders, by falfe and exaggerated en- 
comiums, and to attribute folely to nature, what is ufually the combined effed: 
of nature, education, and accident. The voice of fricndfliip, admiration, or 
flattery, has declared, with a fimilar prejudice, that Sir Robert Walpole was 
born a minifter. It was faid of him, that he was endowed with a genius 
for calculation j and that tl;c method which he adopted in fettling ac- 
counts, was a myflcry underflood only by himfclf. Others of his admirers 
confidered application in him as not necefl'ary, becaufc he knew every thing 
by intuition. But truth and impartiality rejed fuch unqualified aflertions, 
and the events of his early life will fbew that the natural talents of Walpole, 
were rather folid than brilliant, and that his acquirements were (he fruit of 
confidcrable induflry. 

He- received an excellent education. He came early into parliament; 
fpoke at firft indifferently, until habit and pradicc rendered him an able de- 
'bater. He was promoted to an office in the admiralty in the 28th year of 
his age ; became fccjretary at war at thirty; was trained to bufinefs under 
Marlborough and Godolphin ; and managed the lioufe of commotis during 
the Whig adminiftration. Being deprived i)f his place, he diftinguifhed him- 
felf in oppofition ; was pcrfecuted by the TL ories, and confidered as a martyr 
by the Whigs. He promoted, with unabated 7.ca], the Proteftant fucceffion, 
and was rewarded for his fervices with the place of paymafter of the forces by 

* j5Ldes Walpolianae. 

The early traits in the life of Sir Robert Walpole, were principally communicated by his 
Ion Horace, the late earl of Orford. 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


3 


the new fovereign, whom he had affifted in fixing upon tlie throne. Tljus Chaptw i. 
educated and inured to bufinefs, having thus lerved under government, and »6y6toiyoi , 
acted in oppofition, he was placed at the head of the treafury. In this fitua- 
tiori, adored by his flimily, beloved by his friends, and efteemed by his party, 
he was courted and kloHzecl, His facility for tranfadting bufinels, and his 
talents for calculation, were confidered by his fond admirers as the gift of 
nature, when, in reality, they were the rcfult of education, afliduity, and ex- 
perience. 

Robert Walpole was born at Houghton on the 26th of Auguft 1676*. Birth. 

* There is great confufion, and difference great Sir Robert Walpole, carl of Orford, de- 

of opinion, with regard to the age of Sir Ro- parted this life the rSth March 174^5 

bert Walpole. He himfelf writes, in Jiis letter “ 68 Years, and w^as interred the 25 D®.’'— — * 

to general Chiircliill, June 24th 1743; No According to Collins's Peerage, and the Gen- 

difgracc attends me lince Si:dy-/hk' 7 t'' Ac- tlenian’s Maga'/.ine, lie was 71 at the timeof his 

cording therefore to this account he mufl have death, which would place his birth in 1674* 

been boinin 1675, and died aged 69, or in his " The regifter of his birth by his raother 

70th year. His Ibn Horace, the late Earl of fettles the oifpute. The reverend Horace 
Oiford, confirmed this account, and told me Hammond, redor of Great Maflingham, in 
that, liad he lived till the 26th of Augutt*i 745, Norfolk, great nephew to Sir Robert Walpole* 

he would have been 70.— The regifter at to whom I am obliged for the abovementioned 

Houghton gives no account of his birth or time extrads from the parifli regifter, favoured me 

of bsptifm ; but his deatii is thus recorded ; with an account of the births of all the children 

A. D. 1745. The right honourable earl of of Robert and Mary Walpole, regiftered in her 

Orford died March 18, and was buried the a5th, own hand, in a book which is in his polTef- 

in tlie 68th year of his age.— At the bottom of fioii. 

the fame page, in another hand, is, ** The 


AGE 

OF 

MV 

CHILDREN. 


Sulan was born 

• 

.. 

6th June - - 


1672. 

Mary — 

- 

- 

8th June - - 

- 

1673. 

Edward — 


- 

23d June - - 

- 

167,,. 

Burwell — • 

- 

- 

6th Auguft - 

- 

1675. 

Robert — 

- 


26th Auguft 

- 

1676. 

John — 

- 

- 

3d September 

- 

1677. 

Horatio — - 

- 


8th December 

- 

lOyS, 

Chriflopher — 

- 

- 

20th February 


1679. 

Elizabeth — 


. 

24th March 

- 

i6|?. 

Elizabeth — 

• 


i6ih Odober - 

.. 

1682. 

Galfridus — 

- 


1 qth March - 

• 

1611 

Anne — 

- 

- 

6th April 

- 

1685. 

Dorothy — 


- 

18th September 

- 

1686. 

Sufan — 


• 

5lh December 

- 

1687. 

Mordaiint — 



13th December 


1688. 

A boy ftill-born 


- 

8th April 

- 

1690. 

Charles 


- 

30th June 

- 

1691. 

William — - 


- 

7th April 

.. 

1693. 

A daughter ftill-born 


B 

20th January - 

2 


i6>f. 


He 
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Perioil I. Me ri'ceivtd the nill rudiments of learning at a private feminary at Mafling- 
1676 to tp 4, iiani, in Norfolk, and completed his education on the foundation at Eton, 
under M^r. Newborough, wlio- ai)pcars to have been diftinguilhed for his 
knowledge, and to have raifed the fchool to a high degree of eminence. 
Walpole was naturally indolent, and difliked application, but the emula- 
tion of a public iciainaiy, the alternate menaces and praifes of his mailer, 
tiie maxim re])eatLdly inculcated by his father, that he was a younger 
brother, and tliat his future fortune in life depended folely upon his 
own exertions, overcame the original inertnefs of his dirpoftion.. Before he 
tjuitted Eton, he had I'o confidcrably improved himfelf in claffical literature. 
Education, as to bear the charadcr of an excellent fcholar. A peculiar fondnels for 
Horace *, rharked his good tenfe, and even after his retirement from public 
life, when he had long dilcontinued his early Iludics, he was by no means de- 
ficient in the knowledge of the Greek language. His talents for oratory 
began to develop themfelves at a very early period, for his fchool-mafter 
being informed that feveral of his former fcholars who had been educated at 
Eton, and particularly St. John, had diftinguilhed themfelves for their elo- 
quence in the houfc of commons, replied, “ But I am impatient to hear that 
Robert Walpole has i'poken, for 1 am convinced that he will be a good orator.” 

Oh the 22d of April 1696 J', he was admitted a fcholar at King’s j College, 
in the univerfity of Cambridge. During his rcfidcncc, he was feized with the 
linall-pox, which was of a mofl malignant fort ; and he continued for fomc 
time in imminent danger, Doflor Brady, the famous liiftorical advocate for 
the Tory principles of the Englilh conftitution, who was his phylician, faid 
to one of the fellows of King’s College, warmly attached to the fame party ; 
“ We muft take care to favc this young man, or we Iliall be accufed of 
“ having purpofely negledled him, bccaufe he is fo violent a Whig.” It was 
indeed principally owing to his kind and allicluous attention, that Walpole 
recovered, Notwith Handing Brady’s political prejudices, he was fo much 
pleafed with the fpirit and dilpofilion of his young patient, that he obferved, 
with an affectionate attachment, “ His lingular efcape Iccms to me a fure in- 
“ dication that he is reforved for important purpofes.” In the latter period 
of liis life, when the prediction had been fulfilled, this anecdote was frequently 
related by Walpole with a complacency, which Ihevved that it had made a 


^ He was accviftomed to give his Ion, the 
late earl of Orford, fuhjct^s for his Latin com- 
pofitions, and lie alnioil always took them 
from Horace. Lord Orford id’ed to recollct^f 
two themes wliich were applicable to his litua- 
tion as firft minifter : 

Principibus placuiflTc viris non ultima laus cIV. 
fion cuivis hotntni ccntiAgit adirt Corinth urn- 


f Rcgifter of King^ College. 

X A colletSion being made, after he Wiis 
prime minifter, for the new building at King's 
College, he fubferibed^^. 500, and on receiving 
the thanks of the provoll and fellows, he re- 
plied, I deferve no thanks, I have only paid 
for rny board.-* 


deep 
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deep impreffion on his mind, and proved his fatisfadtion at the recolledion Chapter i, 
of an event that feemed to anticipate his fubfequent elevation, 1676 to 1701. 

At college he formed a ftridl intimacy with Hare and Bland, who were 
members of the fame foundation, and in every fituation of life, Ihewed an af- 
fectionate regard for the friends of liis early youth. He railed Hare, who. 
afterwards ably diftinguilhed himlelf in defending the meafures of the Whig 
adminiftration, to the bifliopric of Chichefter, and promoted Bland to the 
provoftfhip of Eton College, and deanery of Durham, 

On the death of his elder furviving brother, in 1698, becoming heir paternal 
to the paternal eftate, he rcligncd his fcholarfliip on the 25th of May, Estaie. 

He had been originally defigned for th.e church, and was frequently lieard 
to fay, with the confidence which charaCterilcs an afpiring mind, that if fuch 
a deftination had taken place, inficad of being prime minifter, he fliould have 
been archbilhop of Canterbury. Fortunately the fuperftruCture of his edu- 
cation was made before the death of his elder brother, for after that event he 
relapfed into his natural indolence, and, the impulfe of ncceflity being re-' 
moved, no longer continued to profecute his ftudies for the jmrpofe of purfu- 
ing a liberal [irofclTion. His father alfo afl'ifted in withdrawing him from 
literary occupations. He immediately took his fon from the univerfity, en- 
deavoured to fix liim in the country, and make him attend to the improve- 
ment of his eltate : with that view he employed him once a week in fuperin- 
tending the lale of his cattle at the neighbouring tow'ns, and feemed ambitious 
that his fon Ihould become the firft grazier in the county. His father was of a 
jovial difpofition, and often tiuflicd to excefs the pleafures of the table : the hof- 
pitable manfion of Houghton was much frequented by the neighbouring gentrv, 
and the convivial temper of Waljrolc accorded wdth the fccncs of ruflic 
jollity. At thefe meetings the father occafionally fupplied his glafs with a 
double portion of wine, adding, “ Come Robert, you fliall drink twice, while I 
drink once; for I will not permit the (bn, in his fobei’ fenfes, to be wi*,neF to 
the intoxication of his father.” His mornings being thus engaged in the oc- 
cupations of farming, or in the fports of the field, of which he was always ex- 
tremely fond, and his evenings patied in feflive fociety, he had no leifure fop 
literary purfuits. 

On the 30th of July 1700, he married, in Knightfbridge Cliapel *, Ca- 
tlierine, daughter of Sir John Shorter, lord mayor of I.ondon, a woman 
of exquifite beauty and accomplinied manners, and the amufements of 
Lohdon fucceeclecl the more aftivc employments of the country. S(K>n after Nov. a8. 

I JOQ. 

* Regider of Knightfbridge Chapel, which the Environs of London, was fo obliging as to 
the reverend D. Lyfons, the learned author of I'earch at my requeft. 


the 
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the marriage hia father died, and Walpole inheriteci the- family eftate« the 
iMjot7i4. rent-roll of which eJtceededjC, 2,000 a year*. Jt was charged with his mo- 
. V-^V-w jointure, and with the fortunes of the younger children, which amounted 
to 9,000, His wife’s dowry difcharged this incumbrance, and his mother’s 
jointure fell in by her death in 1 7 1 1 . 

The death of his father threw him into the bufy fcenes of public life, when 
the violent fpirit of party gave’an impulfe to his political exertions ; and at 
the moment when the demife of Charles the Second, king of Spain, fixed the 
attention of Europe, and excited general apprehenlions ih England, left the 
united dominions of the whole Spanifh monarchy fhouid center in a prince 
of the houfe of Bourbon, 

• -Among the Orford Papers is a document is fubmitted to the reader, as a proof that the 
in the hand-writing of his fether, (hewing the reproaches ca(i upon him by his opponents, of 
amount of the eftate, of which the fubflance being a needy adventurer, were unfounded. 

June 9, 1 700. A particular of my eftate within the county of Norfolk, as U is now let. 


A 


Manor of Houghton ^ 

» 352 11 — 

Manor of Birch Newton • 

• So •— n 

Manor of Great Bircham -• 

- ^77 

Manor of BircJiain Toft 

• loi — ^ ~ 

of Darlingham 

• %si I* 4 

of Siflem • * - 

• 304 t6 8 

of Weftwich 

- i 8 o 10 ~ 

of GloftnopJ in Lcdgett - 

• 100 — — 

of Harply • . . 

- 100 11 -• 

In Burrough, near Y armouth 

. 18 — 

Small lands and tenements 

- 50 — . 

Total in Norfolk 

,,818 — ^ 

In Suffolk, 


M^nor of HafTet - - 

- 300 — - — 

Farm of Cavcndifh, &c. 

- 51 — -- 


Total - 2,169 — 
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CHAPTER THE SECOND. 


1700— 170/. 

EkSied Member of Parliament. — Sketch of the important TranfaBions during 
the ST wo loft Parliaments of King William.-^AR of Settlement in favour of 
the Protejlant Succeffion and Family.— ^Principles and Conduct of the Leaders 
. at the Revolution.— IneffeSlual Endeavour of William to extend the ASl of 
SettlemetU in favour of the Hanover Line, virtually introduced by the ASl 
for difabling Papifls.— Artful Management of William to procure the Ex'ten- 
Jion of that ASt on the Death of the Duke of Gloucefer. 


O N the deceafe of hts father, Walpole was elefted member for Caftle 
Rifing, and fat for that borough in the two fliort parliaments, which 
were affembled in the two laft years of the reign of king Williiam. 

The death of Charles the Second, king of Spain, in the month of-Odober 
1700, the acceptation of his teftament by Louis the Fourteenth, in breach of 
the fecond partition treaty, and the quiet acceffion of Philip duke of Anjou 
to the crown of Spain, acknowledged by England and the United Provinces, 
were events which had preceded the meeting of the parliament in which 


Chapter a. 
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Walpole firftfat. The ad of fettJement in favour of the eJcdrels Sophia j the Pouticax, ’ 
violent condud of the Tory houfe of commons in the impeachment of Evknts. 
Somers and the Whig lords ; the death of James the Second j the acknow- 
ledgment of his fon as James the Third, by Louis the Fourteenth j the in- 
dignation of the Englilh at that event ; the fuccefsful manteuvres of Wil- 
liam to roufe the fpirit of the nation againft France, pnd to obtain the con- 
currence of the Tories to a Continental war ; the fecond grand alliance ; 
the diflblution of the Tory parliament and miniftry ; the choice of a Whig 
adminiftration and parliament ; the declaration of war againft France } the 
attainder of the pretended prince of Wales ; the abjuration oath ; the death 
of William, at the momenLwhen he had infufed an impulfe into the grand 
combination ; were the important events which agitated the putslic mind 
during the two laft parliaments of his reign. To give a detail of thefe compli- 
cated and interefting tranfaftions is not the province of a writer of memoirs, 
but mull be left to the hiftorian of the times ; except fo far as they may be 
fuppofed to influence the future condudf and policy of the minifter, whole 
life I am attenlpting to delineate. With this view, it may not be improper 


to 
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Ferioti ). to IVatc the circumftances which preceded and accompanied the palfing of 
<676 to 17 r^. the aft of fettlement, and induced all parties, n'otwithfbndir^ the avowed 
repugnance of a m^ority in the common;, to. a^pfc/t.hat meaiure, which 
fecured to the houfe of Hanover the throne of Great Britain, and had fo 
ftrong. and permanent an influence on the fubfequent conduft of Walpole. 

When the arbitrary conduft of James the Second againft the conftitution 
and religion hail raifed the indignation of England, and when our great de- 
liverer William, the prince of Orange, had co-operated with the nation 
in drivina that monarch from the tluone; the leaders of the convention 
parliament, which eftabliflied the revolution^ afted with a fpirit and wiliiom 
well becoming the arduous fituation of affairs, and with a tempei^which ac- 
commodated itfelf, as occafion required, to the cuftomsand prejudices of the 
nation. While they fet afide tliat abfolute and indefeafiblc right, which it was 
averred no conduft, however tyrannical, could violate, and laid down the doc- 
trine of reflftance in cafes of extreme neceflity, they dreaded the evils of an 
elective monarchy, and guarded againfl: the future eftablifhment of a repub- 
lican form of government. When they found it neceflary to break the here- 
ilitary line of ddeent, they made the deviation as fmall as poflible, no more 
than the exigency of circumftances required, and re-eftabliflied it in the fame 
manner as it exifted before that breach was made. With thefe principles 
conftantly in view, they declared that James, having endeavoured to fubvert 
the conftitution, had abdicated the government, and thereby rendered the 
throne vacant. 

The throne being thus declared abdicated or vacant, by the abfence of 
James the Second, and his fon being fuppofed illegitimate, the next in order of 
I'uccefllon was Mary, cldeft daughter of James. But as the nation ow^ed its 
deliverance from arbitrary power to William, the convention departed from 
the regular Ime by declaring him king, jointly with his wife Mary, and by 
veftin^ in him the fo)e adminiftration of government. This apjwintment 
was a deviation from the fyftem of hereditary defeent, diftated by imperious 
neceflity, and confirmed by gratitude; yet as Mary and Anne both con- 
fented to devolve their right to the crown on William, the convention may 
be faid only to have confirmed this transfer. This Angle deviation excepted,, 
the fuccefflon w'as continued after the death of William and Mary in the 
natural order: in the children of Mary’ j in Anne ; in the children of Anne ; 
and in the children of William, who being the fon of Mary, eldeft daughter 
of Charles the Firft, was, after Anne, the next in order of fucceflion *. 

* Blackftone’s Commentaries, Vol. I. page 212. 
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In 1689, the firft parliament which wat 4 irom&n^^^^^^ Chapter »«; 

coafirnieci this a£^ of fettlement j tet the Icing, ever anxiom t prbrapte the i jootof TOf^ 
tranquillity of his fubjeds, and tet prevent thofe faturc troubles wltich tn^t 
arife, ihould all the peribns named in that A<Sfe die without iffue, thought it 
indi^enfibly neceflary to extend it to the next hears in the ProteftMjt line. 

He oniered, thertfore, biftiop Burnet to propofe in the houfe of lords, the 
addition of an amendment to the bill of fights, norhinating Sophia, dutchefs 
of Hanover, and her ilTue, next in the fucceflion. Being carried by the 
lords without oppofition, it was thrown out in the houJfe of commons by the 
Republicans, high' Tories, and' Jacobites, who all united on this occafion 
againft a bill which equally coirfounded thdr ferpe<^Ve hopes,: under the^ 
fpecious pretence that fuch a nomination was unjuft, becaufe if Would piK- 
clude all thofe who were prior in lineal defeent to the- thitchefs, even Ihould 
they become Proteftants *. The birth of thesduke of Gloucefter, having ftiU 
farther removed the apprehenfions of a popifti fucceflbr, William did not 
chufe to preft the nation in favour of the Hanover line, but was fatisfied in 
obtaining his views by a more concealed but not lefs effectual method: In- 
ftead of naming Sophia, a claufe was annexed to the billof rightsi difabUng all 
P^pifts from fucceeding to the crown, or fuch as ihould marry Papifts, 

This claufc firft opened the profpeit of fpcceflion to the houfe of Brunfwick, 
without -naming it j becaufe that family, beii^ the firft among the Proteftant 
defeendants of James the Firft, became, from thj perpetual cxeluiion of Githo- 
Ucs, next in expeftancy to the perfons named in the a< 5 t of fettlement. This 
remarkable claufe paffed, in both houfes, without oppofition or debatej notwith-*- 
ftanciing the well known difindination of the majority of the lower hoUie j 
and the management of the whole affair reil efts the higheft honour on the 
judgment and temper of William. ‘ ' 

£uch was the order of fucceflion when Walpole came into parliament j at 
which time the recent death of the duke <}f Gloucefter*alarmed the nation with 
the dread of a Popifti fucceflbr, and enabled William to carry into execution 
his favourite meafure of extending the aft of fttticment to the htoule of 
Hanover. Having been deceived by Louis the Fourteenth in the negocia- 
tions for -the ftcond partition treaty, he bad diftnifledthe Whig miniftersi who 
had rendered themfelves obnoxious by figning it, :uid' formed a Tory admini- 
ftration, at the head of which were Rocheftcr, Godolphin, and Harley, who, 
fi<omf)eti)g n violent partifitn bf the Whigs, now fided with their oppcaients. 

* Burnet, vol. a. p. 15. Tindal, vol. 13. p. 144. 
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r* WiUiam w6ll' linev Uie greater ..part of tbe Tories had confcuted 
igi|$.tpi7^ with the to the breach hereditary dcfcent at the 

, revojijtioni: and, had almc^ tiniformly oppofed his eiideaiVOors io fawiir of 

Soplda^ as tOK&g, in their opinioa^, to ovaturh the fyftem of hereditary 
ntoniuxhy^ Ibng cherithod by the conftttutian of England. He alilb 
vveU hhew that the whote body of the real Whigs e^neftly promoted the 
transfer «f the crown to the fucceffion in- the Proteftant ime^ but^ at the lame 
time,, he was awaa» that among thbfe who called themfelves Whigs, were 
many Republkans, who would oppofe it firom a hope, that if the perfons 
i^red in, the of fet dement Jhould die, means be found to 

eiiablhh theh favouiitc form of government. He had long perceived that 
the Whigs themfelves could never have carried the bill which he had fo 
much at heart, in oppofition to the united force cf the Tories, Jacobkes, 
and JR^piferltcans but be had now <hvided the Republicans from the Tories, 
by pfecing the. latter in power, and being fecure of the Whigs on this 
queilio% he thot^ht it a fevourafale opportunity to make the extenlion 
of the of fel Uement with the minifters the price of their elevation. He 

accort^^y reewnmended, in his Ipecch fresn the throne, February 1701, a 
fhrther provifiOn for the fuccel&on of the crown in the Proteftant line •, not- 
wn *h ftandi ng thk acs^puefcence of thcTories, he could not carry his jKiint without 
the confent of the princefr Anne, who was at that time entirdy governed by 
the dutch^ of Marlborough j,, and the dutchefs was highly incenfed againll 
William, for living formerly airefted the duke her hufbandi and frill niore 
for having publicly withdrawn his confidence from him. With a view there- 
fore tocbuntersfl the influence of that artfrd fevourite, and to gain the con- 
cunrehee of Anne, he permitted infmuations to be thrown out, as if he in- 
tended to make a ceflion of his crown to the fon pf James the fecond. 
Thefe artful rumours alarmed both the priocefs and her favourite, and ex- 
t£ii^^;hcf cofifeotto the*!a£t of fettlement 
But i^though the Tories liad promifed the king to promote the extenfion 
of the Aft of Settlement," before they came into power, and had even p)er. 
mitted a recommendation of it to be introduced intb the king’s fpeech,. 
ytt the method in which they conduftdi the «bufinefr, proved their wiflr 
to it.. Thic fpeech was made on the rtth of pJbruaryj the com- 

mon^ in their addrefs, took not thele^ notice of that part which i^ted to 
the IriMtBftantfuc(»ffionj,^ it vias not until -th# 3d Mw 

houfe lefoived itfelf into a committee to take that fubjeft into confideration. 


GtiBiun{ha(n,:vol. 1. p. 18$. SomnyUle’s Hiflory of King William, p. 545. 

• Harley 
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Hapley obfefVedjv thit tfeo liajfef ttie go^ffttliCBt 

the revoliftibtjj had ptevetftei^ the m^n fl-om requiring fueh fecuritiesr 
the future fovereign, as would have pievcftfced- much j and he k(^p>ed 

they wouW not fall into the fame error ; die tbej^^ore moved, tfuit befsH^ the 
j>er{bn lliould be named, a provtfion Ihould be tti^e a committee fcf the 
fecurity the rights and liberties, of the pedplcv This-^^^ 
accepted, the refolutions of the committee wiue laid brfOre the' 
the r ath of March, fpeeilying certain reftriftiohs’*i to be ratified hf every 
future fovereign. . '-- ■■■ ■> . 

Burnet, whofe reflections on the Tories cannot be admitted without ex.* 
treme caution, obferves, that thOfe limitations were d^RgnOd to dlfgUft the 
king, and to raife dilputes betwrcn the two’ hou^, by Which the ihi^t 
be loft -fj although fbme of thefc reftriCtions were juft, ahd highly 'benefi- 
cial, this obfcrvation is fully juftified by the fiibfequeitt proceedings of the 
commons. So many delays were ftill made, that the patience of the Whi^ 
began to be exhaufted, and one of their party was going to propofe the eitC* 
trels Sophia. Harley could only prevent this' meafiire by bringing on the 
queftion. With a view, howeti'er, to cafl. a ridicule on the aCt of frt- 
tlement, he employed Sir John Bolles, who was dtfOfdered in his fenfes, 
to propofe the bill .]!. The bufinefs was fo contrived, that this man thus de- 
ranged in his intellects, was, by the forms of the houfej appointed one of the 
committee who were inftruCted to prepah? th^ bill, Was twice placed- in the 
chair, and twice gave in the report. The fiill reading w^ poftponed tO the 

* I. Alt things relating to tlie well sovem- ■■ longing to Um c^nwn ol^ Eegland, wifiiaiit tbe 
^ng of this kingdom which arc propetly cog- c9pfcntof pirliapr)cnr. .,5. Whoever (hall. here- 
nizable in the privy council, by the laws'and after tome to tWe fofleffion of the cfbvvn,' Ihatl 
cudoms of this realm, Ihall be tmnfafteU join in comtjtmaiott wish the clmrch bf Stig- 
there, and all refolutions taken tlwreupop (ball land. 6. N,^,{»^iion<under the fealib^l 
be ifigpcd by fueh of the privy council a‘s fliall be pleadable to aiV’in\pc 4 cntnetit m ^rljamjwjt. 
ailvife and confent to the fame.' a. No per- 7. No perfoU who fliadl h^eafi^r'cdiiW tb^’^e 
fon born out of the kingdoms of England, potreffion of the crown, Ihall go out of the do- 
Scotbnd, or Ireland, or the dominions tbecer piinions of England, Scotland, or Ireland, 
unto belonging, or who IS not born of Englifli without the confent of parliament; 8 No 
parents beyond the feas, although naturaiiaed perfon who has an office or place of profit un- 
or made a denizen, fliall be capable to be of der tlie king, or receives a penfion from the 
the privy council, or a member of either houfe crown, (hall be capable of ferving as a men.ber 
of parliament, or to enjoy any o( 5 ce or place of the houfe commons. Judge’s cbfiimif- 
of trufl. 3. No fuch perfon fliall, have any (ions (hall be made qnam diu fe bene eefleriiit, 
mnt of lands, tenements, or hereditaments and their (alafies alcertained and cftablifiicd: 

the crown to himfclf, or to any others in But, upon the addrefs of both houfes of parlia- 
trufl for him. 4. In' cafe the crown (ball ment, it may be lawful to remove them, 
hereafter come to any perfon not being a native Jenmah 1^' tht Houfe f Tindal. 

of the kingdom of England, this liation fliall f Vol. it. p. zyt. 

not be obliged to engage in any war for the de- ^ Burnei.-Tj«>urnals> 

fence of any doocumons or temtoiies not be- 
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fifft of Aprif, the fecond to the feventh, and it did not finally pafs till the 
fourteenth of May. Thus tlic aft of fettlcmcnt, whicli was to fecure the 
religion and conftitution of the country, was received with fo much cold- 
nefs and contempt, that feveral members, during the fitting of the committee, 
indecently quitted the houfe, and fo many delays were purpollly made, that 
more than three months elapfed, from the day in which it was reCommentlcd 
from the throne to the time it was lent up to the lords. It palTctl that houfe 
after a flight oppofition from the marquis of Normanby. Being carried back 
to tlie commons, it was received in a thin houfe, and Icveral reproachful ex- 
prcfTIons w'crc uttered againll it by fomc of the members *. 

After fuch a conduct, apparently calculated to render the bill odious and 
contemptible, what thanks can be given to the Tories, and to their idol 
Harley, for having in this manner brought forwards the aft of feltlement ? 
Is it not evident that they had been drawn into a promife to fupport it by 
the artful management of William, and that they endeavoured to counteradl 
the bill at the very moment when they appeared to promote it ? The moil 
zealous Whig, however, cannot prefume to deny that the nation is higlily in- 
debted to the Tories for one of the limitations in the aft of fettlement, 
which the Whigs,, with all their ardour for civil and religious liberty, would 
not have ventured to projxife, becaufe it was conlidered by the king as an 
infult on his conduft and aclminiftration. The reftriftion to which I allude 
is, that no foreigner, though naturalized, fhould be a member of the privy 
council, or of cither houfe of parliament,, or ihould enjoy any olhcc or place 
of truft, or have any grant of lands from the crowm. Thefc neceffary j)rc- 
cautions, naturally fuggefted by the experience of tiiole evils to which the 
nation had been already expofed, in confequence of raifing a foreign prince 
to the throne, proved highly beneficial in preventing, on the acceffion of 
George the Firft, theadmiflion of German denizens into the councils and ca? 
biuet of England.. 


* Burnet.— Tinclal.—Oldnuxoo, 
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CHAPTER THE THIRD. 

1701 — I 702. 

Walpole foon becomes an aelive Member of Parliament. — Is upon various Com* 
mittees, and ‘‘Teller on feveral important Q^uejUons. — Supports the IVhigs . — 

Seconds the Motion for extending the Oath of Abjuration to ccclejiafical Per- 
fons. — Death and Charablcr of King William. 

A lt H O IJ G H neither the Journals of the Houfe of Commons, nor any chapter 

contemporary accounts, nor the traditions of liis family, record that 1701 to 1702.;. 
Walpole made any Ipecific motion, or fpoke in favour of the at^l of lettle- -’v— >*' 

ment, yet there is no doubt that he joined the Whigs in promoting it. 

The Journals of the Houfe of Commons prove, that he foon became a very 
adlive memlrer. His name appears upon feveral committees, and in one for 
privileges and eledlions, fo early as the 13th of Februar)', only three days 
after the meeting of the parliament in vvhicli he firO; fat. Ide was particularly 
attentive to the bufmcls which related to the county of Norfolk ; and zea- 
ioufly promoted the queflions which concerned the trade of Norwich. He 
naade the report, from the committee an the bkl for crefting liolj^itals ami 
workhoufes in the borough of L}'nn, and for the better employing and 
maint aining the poor, and was ordered to carry it up to the houfe of lords. 

He IS alfo mentioned as teller on feveral important queflions which re- 
lated as well to the trade and revenues of England, as to queflions of party. 

He was one of the tellers againfl the bill propofed by the Tories for the bet- , April a-.-, 
ter prefervation of the Protcflant religion, and for preventing the tranfiation 
of billiops from one fee to anotlier. His high veneration for tlic chawidler 
of Lord Somers, and his zealous attachment to his party, naturally induced 
him to oppole the motion for his impeachment, and it is not improbable that 
he afterwards took a confiderablc part in his defence. Being y oung and uncx- 
perienced at the period when that queflioa was moved, he gave only a filent 
vote, but he made ajvulicious remark, wliich proved his lagacity : it was, 
that the zeal of the w.armefl friends is oftentimes more liurtf ul to t he {K'rfon 
whofe caufe they efpoufe, than the bit tcrefl accufat ions of the moll invete- 
rate opponents. The defence Ipokcn by Somers in the houfe ol commons 
was fo able and perfpicuous, and made fo deep an imprellion, as iiiduced 
Walpole to be of opinion, that if the qucfllon had been immediately put, 

the 
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the proTecution would have been withdrawn. But the accufers of Lord 
Somers, forefeeing this event, made fuch inconfiflent obfervations, and ufed 
fuch intemperate expreflions, as provoked his friends to reply. According to 
the account of this debate, given byWalpole, Harcourt began with extreme- 
ly fallacious, but as plautible remarks, as the fubje^t could admit. Cow- 
jjer’s indignation moved him to reply, which occalioned the prolongation of 
the debate, at tlie end of which, what iiad been lignifu.antly anti fully urged 
by Somers, was in a great meafurc forgotten. But had the impetuous zeal 
of his friends been reftrained, and his enemies been permitted to proceed 
without interruption, as long as they thought lit, Walpole apprehend- 
ed they would have not been able to divide the houle *. He was one of 
the tellers in favour of the queftion, that the engrolfed replication to the 
anfwer of Lord Somers to the articles of impeachment, Ihould be I’ead. On 
which motion, he divided with 90 againll: 140. 

On entering into parliament, a due diffidence of his own powers rei^refled 
his zeal ; and he formed a refolution not to (peak until he had attained more 
experience, and fome degree of parliamentary knowledge : but his prudence 
and caution were overcome by the more powerful pafllon of emulation. 

During his continuance at Eton, he had been the rival of St. John, who 
was three years older than himlelf. The parts of St. John were more lively 
and brilliant ; thofe of Walpole more fteady and folid. Walpole was in- 
duftrious and diligent, becaufe his talents required application. St, John 
was negligent, becaufe his quicknefs of apprelienlion rendered lefs labour 
ncceffary. When both came into public life, tins emulation did not ccafej 
and as they took different parties, oppofition kindled their zeal. St. Jolin 
foon diftinguiflied hijnlclf in the houfe of commons, and became an eloquent 
debater ; repeated encomiums bellowed on liis rival, routed the ardour of 
Walpole, and induced him to commence fpcaker fooncr than he at firll in - 
tended. It does not, however, appear at what time, or on what occalion, 
he firll fpoke in the houfe of commons ; all that is known on that fub- 
jeft is, that the firll. time he role, he was confufed and embarralTed, and 
did not feeni to realize thole cxpcdlations which his friends had fondly con- 
ceived. At the fame time, another member made a lludicd fpeech, which 
was much admired. At the end of the debate, fome perfons calling ridi- 
cule on Walpole as an indifferent orator, and exprelfing their approbation 
on the maiden fpeech made by the othej member, Arthur Mainwaring, 

• The fijeiicral account of this ilebate is ac- T have ackled other particulars from the autho- 
curately in Tindars Coniinuation of rity of Etovigh. He (lerived his inlonnation 

Rapin,^ by the author, Ur Birch, on the ex- from a conference which he had with Sir Ro- 
prefs authority of Sir Robert Walpole hiiufelU bert Walpolc^ Oftober 3I5 1734. 
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who was prefent, obfetved in reply, “ You may applaud the one, and ridi- Chapter 3. 
cule the other, as much as you plcafe, but depend u^wn it* that the fpruce 1701 to 170a. 
gentleman who made the fet fpeech will never improve, and that Walpole '— ■> — 
will in time become an excellent f{x:aker The prediftion of Maimvaring 
was foon verified. Walpole took a flill more active part in the debates of the 
enluing parliament, which met on the 30th of December 17015 which being 
compofed of a majority of Whigs, and aiding under a Whig adminiftration, 
whom William had again called to the helm of government, was more con- 
genial to his political opinions. Yet notwithllanding the preponderance of 
their intereft, the Tories gained a viftory in the choice of a fpeaker, of 
which lord Townlliend takes notice in a letter to Walpole, who was detained 
at Houghton by the illnefs of his wife : “ Mr. Harley has carried it from 

Sir Tliomas Littleton, by a majority of four votes, which gives his party 
great encouragement, and is no fmall mortification to the Whigs. I am ex- 
tremely forry to hear my colin has mifearried of a fon, but I hope file is 
in no danger, and that vve (hall thorily have the happinefs of feeing you 
here-j'.” Walpole did not long delay taking his feat in the new parliament. 

At this period, Louis the Fourteenth having, on the death of James the 
Second, acknowledged his ton king of England, under the title of James the 
Third, William ordered his embafiador, the earl of .Manchcfler, to quit 
France, and in* a fpeech to the new parliament told them, “ He need not 
prefs them to lay fcrioutly to heart, and to confider what further means miglit 
be ufed for fecuring the fucceflion of tlic crown in the Proteflant line, and 
cxtinguifliing the hopes of all pretenders, and lliciropen and tocrct abettors.” 

Animated by this exhortation, the commons addrefleti the crown not to make 
peace with France, until reparation was made for the great indignity offered 
by the French king, in Arming, and declaring the pretended prince of Wales 
king of England, Scotland and Ireland. The Whigs having now the power, 
abundantly teftified their inclination to confirm the ad of fettlcment by every 
means bell calculated to favour the cxclulion of the dethroned family. Accord- 
ingly, a bill for attainting the pretended prince of Wales, pafled in both 
houfes with little oppofition. A bill alfo for the fecurity of the king’s perfon, for 
the fucceflion of the crown in the Proteflant line, and for extinguilhing the 
hopes of the pretended prince of Wales, was carried with equal fuccefs. A clauie 
in this bill, well known under the title of the ad of abjuration, enjoined ail 
fubjeds to fwear allegiance to the king, by the title of lawful and rigktjul 
king, and his heirs, according to the ad of fcttlement : this oath was to be 

* Trom Chi\rk5 XowiiftxeAd, Efq. 
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Peribd I. taken by all pcrfons in any office, trull:, or employment, and to be tendeted 

1676101714, by two jullices of the peace, to any perlbn whom they Iboulcl fufped of 

A— *v-— diliiffeclion. Even this claufe met with no oppcfition, and the great ftriig- 
gle was confined to the quellioii, whether this oath Ibould be compulfory 

or free. The enemies of the Protellant fucceffion could not venture to 

oppofe the oath of abjuration, but they exerted their whole llrengtli to ren- 
der it null, by contending, that it ought not to !)e impofed by force, but 
left to the option of every perfon to take or to decline it. The conteft on 
this occalion was fo great, and the two parties lb equal, that this important 
188 to 187. claufe was only carried in a full houfc by one voice. 

This great victory being thus obtained, it was thought proper to extend 
the oath to all ccclefialtical perlbns, and members of the univerfitics. Sir 
Charles Hedges accordingly moved for an addition to the claulc, which 
lliould comprehend all clergymen, fellows of colleges, and fchool-mallcrs. 
Walpole having, during his retidence at Cambridge, oblerved many inflanccs 
where mailers and fellows of colleges had never taken the oath of allegiance, 

' feconded the motion for this amendment, and it was carried without a 

dlvifionj fo effeftUal was the triumph of the Whigs, over the friends 
of the dethroned family. Horace Walpole alludes to his cois iudl on 
this memorable occafion, in a letter from Cambridge*, in Vhich he de- 
feribes the confternation of {he nonjurors, on being compelled to take the 
j oath of abjuration, and the indignation which they exprefled againll his 

brother, for his zeal in promoting the Protellant fucceffion. 

When the bill was moved in the houfe of lords, the Tories propofed, 
and warmly fupported an additional amendment, excufing the peerage from 
the obligation of the oath. Nottingham particularly dillinguilbed him- 
felf in its favour, and Ijioke witli fo much agitation, that the tears, fell 
from his eyes -p. But the lingular abfurdity and injuftice of exempting 
the upper houfe from the fame llridncfs of engagements to which the lower 
houfc had confented, met with the fate whicii it deferved: The motion 
was negatived. Although the Tories could not carry their quctlion, they 
fucceeded in adding two amendments, with a view Itill farther to protrad. 
the bufincfs, Tlie opponents of the Protellant fucceffion in the lower houfe, 

- coincided with their intentions, for the bill lent down to the commons, with 
thefe amendments, was not returned to the lords till the 3d of March. It 
was there detained fevcral d.ays, and was not fent back to the commons 

* Feb. 28, 1 701-2. See Corrcfpondencc, f Etough’s Fai)er5. 
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till the 7th, on a Saturday *, in the hope of deferring it till the Mon- Chapters-' 
day; and as the king then lay upon his death bed, almoft at the lafl: extre- * 7 ®**oj^* 
mity, Inch a delay woukl have been fatal.' But the precautions of William, 
and the vigilance of the Whigs defeated their well-laid fcheme. The com-, 
mons adjourned till fix in the afternoon ; in this interval, the king, who was 
fo weak that he couKl not hold a pen in his hand, ftamped his name to tlie 
conuniffion for pafling the acts. When the commons met, a mefl'age was 
brought from the lords, importing that the king had llgned the commiflion, 
and deliring the houic to comd up. The fpcaker, accordingly, accompanied 
as ufual with other members, went out, and returned with the report, that 
the royal aflent hud been given to the bill, and to two other adfs. No 
event ever happened in a more critical moment ; for William expired be- 
tween eight and nine on the following morning. Thus the laft exerclffe of ' March 8. 
his kingly power, was lus allent to the oath of abjuration, emphatically ftyled, 
by the triends of the dethroned family, his curfed legacy. “ Thus, obferves a 
contemporary -y author, he confirmed topo{lcrity,withhis expiring breath, that 
liberty, civil and religious, for which during his life he had to often fought in 
the field; which he was indefatigably augmenting and eftablilhing in his 
parliament ; which he was continually bringing to perfedtion in his councils, 
and wliich, on his acceffion to the throne, he promii'ed (as* he faithfully per- 
formetl) to fectire againft all future attempts to fubvert it.” 

Journals of the Lords and Commons. f Toland, 
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CHAPTER THE FOURTH; 

170 2— ~i 710. 


Acceffion of Anne. — IValpolc maka a Motion in Oppoftion to Sir Edward Sey- 
mour. — ■Dijiinguijhes himfclf in the Proceedings on the Aylejhury EleEiion, 
— -Noticed by Earl Godolphin, and the Duke of Marlborough. — Appointed 
one of t lie Seven Council to the Lord High Admiral— Secretary at lVai\ and 
• Treafurer to the Navy. — Nominated one of the Managers for the Hoife of 
Commons, upon the Profecution of Sacheverel. — His Speech, and Publication 
on that Odcafwn. 

I N the firfl parliament of queen Anne, Walpole was returned for I^ynn Regis, 
where his fiimily had long potl'clicd a permanent intereft. For this borough 
he was regularly chofen, until he was created carl of Orford. 

Although he liad fpoken frequently in the houfe of commons, yet the firft 
time in which he appears upon record, on a public *quellion, in the parlia- 
mentary debates, was on the a3d of December 1702, when Sir Edward Sey- 
mour having carried a refolution to bring in a bill for the refumption of all 
grants made in the reign of king William, and applying them to the fervice of 
the Public •, Walpole moved, that all the grants made in the reign of the late 
king James, fhould alfo be refunied 3 but his motion was negatived f-. The 
propofition of Sir Edward Seymour, direfted againit the Whigs, who had re- 
ceived the principal grants from king William, was fupported by a Tory mi- 
niflry, and eafily palled through a Toiy^ parliament; and the counter motion 
by lo young a member, levelled againfl. the grants made to the Tories, and 
in op^ofition to, one of their great leaders, lufficiently proved that Waljvola 
vvas riling into confcquence, and had decidedly cnlilled himfelf under the 
banner of the Whigs 

In 


* Notitia Parliaiil.— of the Houfe of 
Commons in Chandler’s Proceedings of Par- 
liament, 

f Journals of the Houfe of Commons, 
TindaJ, V. 15. p. 474. 

{ Asa proof of VVaipoIe’srd^diyity, and an in- 
dication of the principles and party which he 
fupporfed, I have extrarted^ irom the Jcurnais 
of the Houfe of C’ommons, the fcvernl quef- 


tions in which he was teller^, befidcs thofe al- 
ready mentioned, until he vvas ajipointed fecre- 
tary at war. 

1702. — February iqth.— rAgainft a claiifc 
to be added to.a bill, for tlic fuither fcciirity of 
his majefty’s perfoa and government^ that per- 
fons wdio take upon them otiices, (liall not de- 
part from tlie communion of the church of. 
lingland. — February 26tii.- -Againft delaying 

to 
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't 

ti the celebrated caufc concerning the Ayletbmy elcdion, Walpole di- 
ftinguiflied himfelf in an eminent degree, and attained an high eflimation 
with his party. Complaints of great partiality and injuftice in the eledion 
of members of parliament, had been continually urged againft the flieriffs in 
the counties, and returning officers in the boroughs, who often found pre- 
texts for rejeding thofe eledors who voted againll the members they 
efpoufed. When thefe dilputes were brought before the commons, the 
houfe feldom entered into the merits of the caufe, but ufually decided in 
favour of the candidate who voted with the majority... It w'as no ealy mat- 
ter to apply a remedy for fuch a glaring abule; becaufe all parties, when 
opprefled, made heavy coftiplaints, and when certain of a majority forgot the 
grievance againlt which they had before fo loudly exclaimed, and even ex- 
cufed themielves on the neceffity of retaliation. At length, after many at- 
tempts to obtain jufticc, Afliby, a freeman, profecuted William White, 
confi-ablc of Ayleffiury, for having refuied to admit his vote at the eledion 
of burgelles. A verdid, with damages, was found in favour of Aftiby, but 


Chapter 4. 

1 703 to 1 710. 
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1704. 

January. 

Ayleilnjiy 

Cafe. 


to read the report of a committee, to confider 
further of the rights, liberties, and privileges of 
the houfe of commons.— March 3d.— In fa- 
vour of a motion for an inftruftion to a com* 
siiittce on the bill for granting to his majefty 
divers fiiblldics. — 1703. — January 5th.— For 
an amendment to an addrefs, in reply to the 
queen’s meflage.— 1 704. — November 14th. 
— Againfl leave to bring in a bill for prevent- 
ing occalional conformity. — December 14111. 
— Againd the faid bill. — December iQtli.— 
Againtl till inftrudion to a committee, that 
they have power to receive a claufe for the 
qualification of jufticcs of thip peace, in a bill 
for the better recruiting her majedy's land 
forces, ard the marines. — 1705. — January 
x6th. — For a iiioiion, that a bill be committed 
lor ap{H)inting commiiiioners to treat of an 
union between England and Scotland, &c,— 
January r7th. — For a quedion, that towards 
the Aipply, a duty be laid upon all goods im- 
ported from the Ead Indies, Ferfia, and China, 
into England, prohibited to be ufed in Kng. 
land, and liom thence to be exported to -Ire- 
land, or n / of tlic plantations.— January 
— Againft a bill, to prevent [xrlons wiio arc 
entitled by their odices to receive any bc- 
nefir by public annual taxes, from being mem* 
bers of paiiiamcnt, wliile they are in loch of- 
fices.— I'ebruary it ft.— For an amendment 
in a bill for prolnbiring ail naJe aiui com- 


merce with France.— March 14th.— Againft a 
claufe in an aft for preventing the further 
growth of pojxery.— December Sth.— Againft 
a motion for a committee to confider of the 
refolutioii of the lords, declaring thole who 
fliould infinuate the church to be in danger, 
enemies the queen, the church, and the 
kingdom.— December iqth.— For the Iccond 
reading of a bill, for better fecurity of her ma- 
jefty’s perfon and government, and the fuccef- 
fion in the Frotedant line. — 1 706.— February 
4th.— For an anxendment made by the lords 
in the fame bill. — February 1 3th.— Againft a 
claufe to prevent irregular liftinj^ of m^n, to be 
added to the bill for recruiting tlie army and 
marines. — 1 707.— February loih. — For' an 
amendment to a bill for fecuring the church of 
England, as by law cfiabli filed.— February 2 id, 
— Agairdt a motion for an inllruftion to the 
committee on the Bill of Union, that tlic fub- 
jeftsof this king<!om lh;iU be forci^r free from 
any oatli, teft, or fublcription, within this 
kingdom, contrary to or inconffre:/. wlih tlic 
true Protcftaiit religion of the chvnx li of Eiv.*,- 
laiui, as is already provide.l for the in .'f f! ? ot 
Scoibiiid, wild rc:i[>er:t to their iVt fiiyieriaa v.or 
venni.enr.— Dect.nber i2lh,— For an amuid- 
mentto the above bill.— -i 708.— January iiqtln 
For tl:t adioarnment of a debate on the Eng. 
lifii forc es ill U:.e fcrvlce td tq uin and Fortugal, 
in X707. 
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Peribd 1. rcverfcd by the court of Queen’s Bench. The caufe being carried by appeal 
1676^)1714. houfe of lords, (he order of the Queen’s Bench was fet afide, and the 

verdidt given at the aflizes confirmed. The Tories', who formed the majority 
of ihe commons, confidering thefe proceedings as an encroachment on their 
privileges, and ellceming tliat houfe the judge of fuch quelfions as related to 
the election of its members, the folicitor-general. Sir Simon Harcourt, 
moved, “ That the foie riglvt of examining and determining all matters re- 
lating to the eledfion of members to ferve in parliament, except in fuch cafes 
as are otherwife provided for by an adf of parliament, is in the houfe of com- 
mons j and that neither the qualification of the eledtprs, or the right of the 
perfons’eledled, is elfewhere cognizable^or determinable.” The queftion was 
debated with uncommon vehemence and ability j on the fide of the Tories, 
principally by Harley, St. John, Harcourt, and Sir Edward Seymour ; on 
the fide of the Whigs, by Sir Jofeph Jekyil, Cowper, King, the marquis of 
Hartington, and Walpole. He took a fiiort, but I'enfible part in the debate ; 
and after arguing with much judgment againfl the motion, propofed to omit 
that part of it w'hich concerned the qualification of the eledlors. This 
amendment, feconded by the marquis of Hartington, was negatived by a ma- 
jority of only eighteen, and the original queftion carried. 

Yet, although the Whigs w'cre defeated, their arguments produced a ftrong 
effedt on the public mind. A general difeontent prevailed againfl the leveriiy 
of the commons, for commiiting to Newgate Alhby, and four other inha- 
bitants of Aylefbury, who had likewife fued the returning officers j for pre- 
venting their having a Habeas Corpus, and for addreffing the queen not to 
permit a motion for a writ of error in the houfe of lords, which would have 
releafed them from prifon, and for declaring all folicitors and council, who 
fhould profecute or plead in any fuch caufe, guilty of a high breach of privi- 
lege. ' The final dedfion of this important controverty was fulpcndcd by 
the ^rfeverance of the lords, who declared, that a writ of error was a matter 
of right, not of grace ; by the ftcady determination of the queen not to ob- 
ftruft, in favour of the houle of commons, the courfe of judicial proceedings 
in the courts of law •, and by the manly oppofition of lord chief juftice Holt. 
Thefe contrary pretenfions produced a violent quarrel between the two 
houfes, which was terminated by the difTolution of parliament *. Although 
the queftion was never revived, yet from this time, the houfe of commons 
confidered itfelf as the foie judge of the qualifications of eledors, and of all 
other matters which related to the return of members. It was principally 

'* See Journals of the Lords and Commons. — Raymond’s Reports, p. 938.— Proceedings in 
the great cafe of Alhby and White, and in the cafe of the Aylcibury inen.~Chandler.— Tindal. 
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owing to thefe rcfolutions, that the decifions, in regard to controverted elec- 
tions, were feldom regulated by the merits of tlie ca!e, but became queftions 
of perfonal or political expediency ; nor was this abule corredeci, until the 
aft, known by the name of Grenville’s Bill, referred to a committee, chofen 
by ballot, and afting upon oath, the 'final decifion in all contefled eleftions. 

At this period of his life, Walpole began to be held in high eftimation by 
the great leaders of the Whigs, and was particularly noticed by the duke ot 
Dcvdnfhire, the earl of Sunderland, lord Halifax, and low! Somers. Among 
the perfons of his owm age, with whom he entered into habits ol dole inti- 
macy, were James, afterw'ards earl Stanhope, Spencer Compton, afterwards 
earl of Wilmington, the marquis of Hartington, eldeft fon of the duke ctf 
Devonthire, whole family uniformly proved themfelves his firm friends 
and adherents, and vitcount Tovvnlhend, who w:is then jull beginning to 
acquire political importance. But Walpole owed his rile and confequence 
lei's to his conneftions, than to his own talents and lituatlon. A member of 
parliament of a great Whig family, whole intcrell brought in three * repre- 
laitatives, and who had diftinguilhed himfelf in the debates for found fenfe, 
manly argument, and perfpicuous eloquence, could not long remain unno- 
ticed. Nor was his reputation folely confined to the party whofe caufe he 
fo warmly efpoufed. The lord treal'urer Godolphin ft, at a period* when a 
Whig was his averlion, difeerned his riling abilities, favoured him w'ith his 
immediate proteftion, and ftrongly recommended him to the patronage of 
the Duke of Marlborough. 

The firm adherence of Walpole to his party, was, however, a hindrance to 
his preferment, as long as Godolphin continuc<l to aft fbleJy with tixe Tories 
but no fooner had the leaders of the Whigs regained their loll pO[)ularity, and 
appeared fecure of a majority in the enluing parliament, than the lord trea- 
furer brought feveral into office, and opened to others a prof[)cft of prefer- 
ment. The duke of Newcaftle was declared privy feal, in the room^f the 
marquis of Normanby j and among the inferior places of g0verm:sient, 
Walpole was appointed one of the council ;j; to prince George of Denmark, 
lord liigh admiral of England. This ffrft lervice was attended witli many 
difagreeable circumftances. : Great mifmanagement, both at home, and at fea, 
was imputed to the navy board. Admiral Churchill, ^thcr to the duk- of 
Marlborough, polleiled, at this period, tbegreateft inilucnce attheacl . uiralt 5 '', 
and was acculed, with fomc of the other members, of negligence and corrupt bn. 

• Two for Ciftle Rifing, and one for Lynn J Walpole; I’ .u' rs. — MS. account of eii Ro- 

Regis. bert Wtlpoic, ,,i i u ’.s College, Canihridge. 

f From the late earl of Orford.—Etoagh’s — Collins’s Peer. r„. , 

Summary Account of Sir Robert Walpole. 
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Oif^ober. 
New parlia* 
ment. 


Reconciles 
Godolphin 
with the 
Whigs. 


To him the merchants afftibuted their loffesitheiiToudconiplaints were heard 
in both houles,and zealoufly fupported by the principal Whigs. Walpole en- 
deavoured to excufe and mitigate the conduft of the council, and gave a proof 
of the fpirit that marked the decifion of his charadler.- Being reproached by 
one of his friends for acting againfl his party, he replied, “1 never can be fo 
mean to lit at a board, when I cannot utter a w^ord in its defence But 
although he conceived, that it was unbecoming in him not to defend thofe 
with whom he fat in council, and although he well knew' that tlieir faults 
had been exaggerated, yet he found fufficient abufes to call for immediate 
corredtion. He laboured therefore to, prove to the board, the neceffity of 
alfuming a more decifive condudt j and he fo far ingratiated himl'clf with his 
fellow counfellors that his advice w-as followed, and his plans were ufually 
atJopted. 

The union of fpirit and prudence, in fo young a man. Hill farther recom- 
mended liim to the notice of Godolphin, who appears to have [)laced in him 
the moft implicit confidence, ancl to have availed himfelf of his advice and 
affiftance on many im[X)rtant occafions. 

At the meeting of the new parliament, Walpole feconded the motion, 
made by lord Granby, to nominate Smith f[)eaker, who was favoured by the 
Whigs, againft. Bromley, who was propofed by the Tories. The coutefl 
was carried on with great heat and animofity between the two parties ; but 
the majority in favour of Smith proved the triumph of the Whigs. 

Walpole had already exerted himfelf with confiderable fuccefs, in cement- 
ing this union between Godolphin and the Whigs ; but he now came forward 
with Hill greater cffeifl, and ftrenuoufly exhorted liis patron to obtain the 
zealous co-operation of that powerful and popular party. He urged, that tire 
leaders of the Tories in the houfe of commons, were direfted and influenced 
by his enemies and rivals j and cenfured the fpirit of bitternefs and violence, 
of umbrage and pcrfecution which had been lately predominant in all their 
meiitires ; he reprefented, in the ftrongeft terms, that the Tories, although 
they had been rouled by the general energy of the nation to approve and le- 
cond the grand alliance, were yet averfe to the continuance of the war with 
France ; and’ that on the contrary, the Whigs were not only fincere, but en- 
thufiatts in tlleir zeal for the depreflion of the hoiife of Bourbon. 

' His reprefentations were liftened to with attention, and gradually had 
their effed; Godolphin availed himfelf of his intimacy witii Devonlhire, 
Halifax, Somers, and Townihend, to arrange the coalition, which afterwards 

* From the late lord Walpole, to the late earl of H.ardvvick. 
f Etou^h’s Account of Sir Robert Walpole. 
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took place. If the union of the Treafurer with this plrtjr was not lb complete 
and unifonn as fome of the zealous Whigs expedcd, the failure proceeded- 
from his apprehenfions of the queen’s difpleafurci his inclination to the prin- 
ciples of the Tories, and his afFedtion for the dethroned family, which was 
never entirely obliterated. 

In confequence of thefe repugnant principles, the adminiftration was a 
motley mixture of Tories and Whigs, perjjetually at variance, and fecretly 
caballing to fupplantcach other. At firfl the Tpries feemed predominant in 
the cabinet ; but the afcendancy of the Whigs foon appeared,' from the no- 
mination of Cowper to be lord keeper of the great fcal, in the room of fir 
Nathaniel Wright; yet Harley ftill continueil fccretary of ftate, and through 
the means of Mrs. Madiain, was gradually undermining the influence of 
Godolphin and Marlborough. During thefe cabals, tl’.c leaders - of the 
Whigs, perceiving that the queen favoured the Tories, forced Charles carl of 
Sunderland into the office of fccretary of (late, in t]ie place of fir Charics 
Hedges, in dirctft oppofuion to the avowed with of the queen, and in con- 
tradidlion* to the fecret inclinations both of Godolphin and Marlborough.. 
The appointment of Sunderland was a decided vidory, and from that mo- 
ment the whole adminiftration adopted the principles, and followed the mea- 
fures of the Whigs. After fome unavailing flrugglcs, Harley was difmiflcd 
from the office of fccretary of ftate, and fucceeded by Henr>’- Boyle, after- 
wards lord Carleton, who proved his friendfliip^for Walpole, by appointing 
his brother, Horace, his private lecretary ; and the fubfequent nomination 
of lord Somers to the pretidentfhip of the council, completed the triumph of 
the party, 

Walpole hi mfelf was not overlooked in the change. He was feleded by 
Marlborough as the moft proper perfon to fucceed his favourite, St. John, 
in the delicate office of fccretary at war-j- ; an office which required a perfon 
of no lefs prudence than ability. During the abfence of Marlborougli, , the 
fccretary at war tranfaded the bufincfs of the department perfonally with the 
queen ; he was to correfpond officially and confidentially with the commander, 
in cliief ; aiid had the difficult talk to conciliate the capricious temper of the 
duchefs of Marlborough, who interfered in all bufincis, governed her hulband 
with the moft abfolutc fway, and who now treated the queen with thote 
marks of difrefped, which finally occalioncd her own dil'grace, and the fall 
of the Whig adminiftration. . 

* CoiKlu^tof rhcDnchefi of Marlborough. duke of Marlbofou^Ii ; but :is he was abroad ; 
f The office of rtcittary at war \va:» (left ined with the duke, W<ilpolc retauicd that place 

Cardoaiicl, C(niridciU:.U fecrctwiry to the . until his return, 
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On the deceafe of Sir Thomas Littleton, Walpole was appointed treafurer 
of the navy, which office he held for a lliort time, with that of fecretary at 
war. 

In addition to his parliamentary abilities, Walpole endeared himfelf to 
Godolphin by activity and pundluality in bufinefs, order and precifion in 
accounts, great knowledge of finance, and the moll engaging manners. 
The treafurer admitted him into his moll fecret councils, entrufted him with 
the delicate office of compofing the fpeeches from the throne, and from the 
time of Harley’s refignation, committed to him the management of the lioufc 
of conrmons *. Nothing will place the prudent and conciliating charadler of 
the young fenator in a ftronger light, than that Godolphin and Marlbo- 
rough, who never cordially coalefced with the Whigs, fliould talie into their 
confidence, one who had proved himlclf, and Hill continued to prove him- 
fclf, fo ardcjitly attached to that party ■, at the lame time he w^as lb far from 
forfeiting the favour of the Whigs, tliat he was equally beloved and trullcd 
by their leaders. 

In 1710, Walpole was appointed one of the managers for the impeach- 
ment of Sacheverel, and principally conduced that bufinefs in the houle 
of commons. To bring Sacheverel to a trial, and to dillinguifli him with 
an impeachment, managed in the moll folemn manner, for a mifcrable per- 
formance, which, without fuch notice', would have fpeedily funk into oblivion, 
was an inexcufable degradation of the dignity of the houfe of commons, 
and affords a llriking inftano; of the height of folly and' infatuation to which 
the fpirit of party will carry even the wifell men. It is well known that this 
meaiure was fuggelled by Godol])hin, who was feycrcly fatirifed in the fer- 
mon under the name of Volpone, and that it was warmly oppofed by 
Somers and the Whig lords. Walpole, in conformity to their opinion, en- 
deavoured to prevail on Godolphin to dclill from the prolecution ; but all 
arguments were ineffcdual. The minifler, in this inllancc, laid afide his 
ufuaf circumlpedion, and, irritated by a paffion unworthy of the occafion, 
infilled with fo much vehemence, that he finally extorted the confent of his 
colleagxies in office. 

Walpole, ading in conformity to their refolutions, conduced hirnfelf on 
the' occafion with nolefs prudence than fpirp. It fell to his lhare to fupport 
the firft article of the charge i that Sacheverel had fuggefted and maintained, 
“ That the ncccffary means ufed to bring about the happy revolution, were 
“ odious and unjuftifiable ; that his late majelly, in his declaration, difclaim- 
“ cd the leall imputation of refillancc, and that to impute refillance to the 

* Etough’s Account of Sir Robert Walpole. 
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faid revolution, was to caft black and odious colours upon liis late majefty Chapter 4. 
“ and the faid revolution,” 1702 t o tyio , 

On this delicate fubjeft, which it is fo difficult to define and reftrain * 

within the proper bounds, while ^the do( 5 lrioe of refiftance is allowed, in 
cafes of' extreme neceffity, he l]TOke with''equal precifion, moderation, and 
energy, and drew the happy medium between the extremes of licentiouf- 
nefs and rational liiierty; between a jufl oppofition to ai'bitrar}^ meafures, and 
a due fubmiffion to a free and well-regulated government *, While he re- 
probated, in the ftrongeft terms, the doftrincs of divine indcfeafible right, 
and paflive obedience, he by no means encouraged, even in the flighteft 
degree, any vague notions of refiftance in undetermined cafes, or upon trivial 
motives; but eftablifhed hereditary right as the clfence of the Britifli con- 
flitution, never to be tranigrefled, except in fuch inftances as juftified the 
revolution. 

Tlic refult of this ill-judged trial was far difterent from the event which 
Godolphin and his friends weakly expeilcd. Tlie triumph of the Tories was 
evident from the lenity of the fentence, whicli only ordered, that the fermon 
fliould be burnt by the common hangman, and fufpended Sacheverel from 
preaching during three years. The unpopularity of the minifters was highly 
incrcafed ; the inclination of the queen, in favour of their opponents, was 
oftcntatioufly manifefted ; the populace was inflamed ; and the conlequence 
of this a<ft of imprudence and precipitation, v*as the downfall of thofe who 
hoped to find, in the condemnation of Sacheverel, the revival of their popula- 
rity, and the eftablifhment of their power. 

It may not perhaps, in this place, be improper to obferve, that the fiital 
and mifehievous confequences which refulted from the trial of Sacheverel, 
had a permanent efle(ft on the future condu< 5 t of Walpole, when he was af- 
teiw^ards placed at the head of adminiftration. It infufed into him an aver- 
fion and horror at any interpolition in the affairs of the church, and 1^ him 
to alfume, occafionally, a line of conduft which appeared to militate againft 
thofe principles of general toleration, to which he was naturally inclined. 

Soon after the removal of the Whig adminiftration, Walpole publilhcd a 
pamphlet on this -p remarkable trial, entitled. Four Letters to a Friend in 
North Britain, upon the publilhing the Trial of Dr. Sacheverel. The firft 
letter ftates the particulars which preceded the trial; the fecond, thofe which 

f 

• This fpcech, written in his own hand, is f This pamphlet is erroneoiifly aftrit)uted to 
ftill extant among th.^ Orford Papers* The Arthur Mainwaring, by Tinclal, and the Pio- 
printed fpeech, in thelicconiit of haclicverePs graphia Brittanica. See Royal and Nol;Ie Au^ 
trial, is taken from it verbatim- Burke has thorsj Article, Earl of Orford. 
quoted a fenfibic paflage of it in his Appeal 
from the new to the old Whigs, p* 65, 

VOL* I. 


E 


accompanied 



a6 

period I. 
to 1714. 


Removal of 
the Whig ad- 
min iltration. 


MEMOIRS OF 

accompanied it j tlvc third, thofe which followed it ; and the fourth difpla\'s 
the confequehces. Tlie purport of this publication, was to prove in clear and 
familiar language, and by a plain, but ftrong deduction of reafoning, that 
the abettors gf Sachevcrcl were the abettors of the Pretender j and that thofe 
who agreed with him to condemn fuch refiftance as dethroned the father, 
could have no other meaning than the reflitution of the fon. 


CHAPTER THE FIFTH; 


1710. 


Intrigues and Cabals which occaftoned the Removal of the Whig Adminif ration . — 
Walpole holds a confidential Correfpondence with the Duke of Marlborough^ 
Lord Lownfiend, and Horace Walpole. — RejeSls the Offers and defpifes the 
Tf hr eats of Harley. — Refufes to take a Part in the new Adminifration. 

W ALPOLE now began to enjoy, in the poflefSon of an honourable 
and lucrative office, the reward of his able and uniform conduct, 
and had the pride of feeing his country fuccefsful beyond the example of 
former ages, fince the days of Elizabeth, under a great and wife adminillra- 
tion, in which he bore an aftive part. Marlborough, Godolphin, Somers, 
Sunderland, Wharton, Cowper, Halifax, and Townlhend, occupied the firft 
pofts of government, were united in the fame caulc, a£led with the lame 
views, and promoted the honour and advantage of England by the moll 
vigorous and Ipirited meafures j but he did not long feel this fatisfadlion, 
for at the very moment when the country was reaping the fniits of their 
wifdom, forefight, and energy, the miniftrywas removed. Had not this 
change taken place, the king of France muft have accepted the terms of 
peace offered by England, and unequivocally compelled his grandfon, 
Philip, to renounce the crown of Spain. St. Simon* calls the intrigues 
which introduced a Tory adminiftration that laved France, les miracles de 
Londres. The king of Pruffia •f, alfo Ipeaking of Marlborough, fays, 

• Memoires fecrets du regne de Louis XIV, par Louis due de St. Simon. 

+ Dialogue Des morts Marlborough, Eugene, Lichtenftein. 

« What » 
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“ What ! Hoechftedt, Ramilies, Oudemardc, Malplaqtiet, were not able Chapter $. 

to defend the name of that great man; and even vidlory itfelf could not 

Ihield him againft envy and detraAion ? What part,” he adds, “ would Eng- 

land have afted without that true hero ? he fupported and ra^ed her, and 

would have exalted her to the pinnacle of greatnefs, but for thofe wretched 

lemalc intrigues, of which France took advantage to occafion his difgrace. 

Louis the Fourteenth was loft, if Marlborough had retained his jxjwer two 
years more.” In faft, the removal of the VVhig miniftry retarded, inftead 
of accelerating the peace, becaufe it encouraged Louis the Fourteenth to 
break the congrefs of Gertruydenberg, threw the queen entirely into his 
power, and the prediction of Marlborough, in a letter * to Walpole, w'as 
eventually verified. “ If tlie fchemers are fond of a peace ; they are not 
very dexterous, for moft certainly what is doing in England, will be a great 
encouragement to France for continuing the war.” 

There never was any event in the annals of this country attended with t^io. 
more dit'graceful confequcnces to England, or followed by more fatal efledls 
to J'lurope in general, than the difmiffion of thofe great men, wdio formed 
that glorious and fucceisful adminiftration in the reign of queen Anne, 
called, by w'ay of diftindion, the Whig adminiftration. 

Our regret at their fall, is ftill further heightened from the confuleration, 
that it was occafioned by the overbearing temper of a miftrefs of the 
robes , and principally efFefted by the petty jntrigucs of a bed-chamber- 
woman L againft her benefadrefs. The furpriling influence wliich the 
tluchefs of Marlborough had acquired over the weak and frrefolute mind 
of the good queen Anne, is well deferibed in that extraojclinary apology of 
her condud, which the duchefs gave to the public. We there find a 
prineefs of the moft placid temper, fafeinated by the captivating manners of 
an artful, but agreeable woman ; a queen, imbued with high notions pf regal 
dignity, and a moft exad obferver of forms, throwing off all ctiquettf, anti 
correfponding with her favourite, under the fiditious names of Moilcy and 
Freeman. We find the duchefs, after having engaged the affedions of her 
miftrefs by the moft afliduous attention, relapfinginto grofs negled, and incon- 
fequence gradually finking in favour. We find her at the fame time either not 
perceiving, or ftrivingtoconceal from others, and even from herfelf, ihe dccline 
of her alcendancy, and increafing the difguft of the queen, by her mde and 
intemperate behaviour. Unfortunately, the duchefs of Marlborough liad t 

* See Correfpomfence, June 23d, jyro. 

t Duchefs oi Marlboroiij^h.~-— } Abigail Hill, Mrs. and afterward*) lad} 
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Period r. much credit and powet Avith the duke, her hufband, and Godolphin, that to 
1676 to 1714. remove her it became necefiary to remove the miniftry, over whom thepol- 
' felted fo ftrong an influence. The artful and cautious manner by which 
Mrs. Mafham fupplanted the duchefs of Marlborough, is alfo related in this 
apology, which may be called a manual of court intrigues, and her cabals 
with Harley, are detailed in the writings of Swift, who derived his informa- 
tion on that fubjedt, from the moft unqueftionable authorities. 

The Whigs were beginning to lofe their popularity, when the trial of 
Sacheverel railed a ferment in the nation, and excited a general outcry 
agajnll them. The miniftry, and particularly the duke of Marlborough, 
were accufedof protracting the war for their owninterefts ; and this calumny 
was urged fo boldly and repeatedly, that it was finally believed ; the terms 
alfo, which the Britifli plenipotentiaries attempted to exad: from Louis the 
Fourteenth,' though ,ftrid;ly confonant to true policy, and founded on the 
principles laid down at the commencement of the war, were declared illiberal, 
and only advanced to prevent that haughty monarch from acceding to them. 

From an impartial review of the numerous papers, to which I have had 
accefs, and from a diligent comparifon of the political writings of thole 
times, I feel the ftrongeft conviction, that the miniftry were lincere in 
propofing the terms of peace at the congrefs of Gertruydenberg; that they 
were even anxious to lower the demands of the Dutch, and make them as 
moderate as were confiftent w;ith the fecurity of Europe, and that they were fan- 
guine in their expectations that Louis the Fourteenth, circumftanced as he 
then was, would accede to them. It alfo appears, from the Diary of LordCow- 
per, that he was the only one of the minifters who harboured a doubt on the 
fubjcCl, and that by , exprefling that doubt he incurred the indignation of 
Intrigues of Godolphin *. During the trial of Sacheverel, when their unpopularity in- 
liarley. creafed. 


■ • Janry. 1709, Scinclay, lord treafurer 
at his houfe, read duke Marlborough’s letter, 
dated abo* 15 days before, from liague ; that 
Buys and 3 of the Burgi* of Amfterdam, 
and the Penlioner had rec** Ibrnetime fince, by 
overtures of peace from France, viz* 
to quit Spain and the Weft Indies, and to give 
a barrier to ftates in Flanders, that ’twas a 
great fecret, known only as above; that the 
Fenfioner faid he Ihoukl be mined if known 
he had kept it from the ftates fo long. Lord 
treafurer laid, he IhewM it me by queen^s or- 
der; I advis’d, and it was agreed only to put 
the propofals more particularly, and at large, 
as foon as poflible, feveral intermediate debates 
in cabinet, fliew’d by lord treafurer. 


April 12, the following letter from duke Marl- 
borough, Hague, April 19, 1709. Thedepii- 
tys at States Geid were with me yefterday 
abo^ 2 hours, the which time was fpent upon 
the fubject of their barrier. After 1 had given 
them all the alTurances I thought neceftary of 
the intentions and inclinations of the queen 
and Englifh nation, of concurring with them 
in what might be reafonable for their harrier, 
I did endeavour to cure them of any jcaloufy 
they might have of my being particularly con- 
cerned. 1 hope it has had a good effea with 
'em ; however, 1 have done all 1 can, and ftiali 
do fo to keep them in good humour, if poflible. 
The inclofed is what they defire for their bar- 
rier, It inclofcs what might be thought a great 

kingdom.. 
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creafed, Harley was- admitted, by the introduftion of Mrs. Mafliam, to feveral Chapter j. 

private interviews with the queen, in which he endeavoured to perfuade her 

to difmifs the miniftry, but as (he was of a timid, procraftinating difpofition, 

he had great difficulty in fucceeding. Not being able to prevail upon her 

to take a bold ftep, he artfully led her, by infenlible degrees, to the accom- 

plilhment of his I'cheme. With this view, he perfuaded her to confult the 

duke * of Shrewfbury, whom he had previoully gained, and in whom flic 

placed great confidence, on thefe points; “ Would the public credit fuffer by 

the change of adminiflration ? Could that meafure be carried into efTeft 

without a diflblution of parliament ? or would that dilfolutioh be attended 

with danger ? Could a peace be negotiated with fafety to the queen, and 

with honour to the allies ?” 

The duke of Shrewfbury having given his opinion in the affirmative, and 
fupported the queen in her refolution, Harley, perfuaded her to appoint carl 
Rivers lieutenant of the Tower, in oppofition to the recommendation of 
Marlborough -f, and to bellow a regiment, vacant by the death of the carl or 
Eflex, on Mr. Hill, brother to Mrs. Mafliam. As the promotion of this 
officer was highly ciifagreeable to the duchefs of Marlborough, and muft 
tend to Icll'en the duke’s weight and authority in the army, he remonflrated 
in perfon, and urged his objeftions in fuch a manly and fpirited manner, as 
difpleafed the cjueen, and induced her to anfwer, that he would tlo v/ell to 
advife with his friends. Godolphin having no Jefs ineffe<5l'ually reprefented 
to her, that the duke’s long and laitliful fcrvices, delcrved a more favourable 
treatment, Marlborough retired in dilgufl to Windfor, and wrote a high 


kingdom. I hope to perfuade them from fome 
of it ; lb that I beg ’s cry few may fee it ; but 
when .1 have done all that may V>e in my 
jH)wcr, I lliall then lend it lo the lecr>^, lb tliat 
it may come regularly to her majeliy, and the 
cab. counc. Mons'' Rouillies meirenger re- 
turned laft night, but I am told he defires two 
days to tiecypher his difpatches ; lb thatTuef- 
day will be the loonefl: J fliall l>c able to give 
you an account of this matter. This is fo cri- 
tical H time, that I dare not be of any opinion : 
but I tremble when t think that a very little 
impatience may r\un a fure game. Ijarrier, 
]'>endni**, Chateau de Ghent, Dame, Gllend, 
Newport, Fumes, Knocq, Ipres, Menin, Lifle, 
Tournay, Cond6, Mon.s, Valencienne.s, Mau- 
bcugc, Charleroy, Namur, lAixemburgh, Sier, 
Haut-Cieidre en propre, permillion to fortify 
Hall, S' ie Dcmer, the liead of Flanders, with 


the forts on the Scheld, Huy, and 

Bon. 

Note, during the remaining tranfaftion of 
the intended peace, which was laid in all its 
fteps before wdiole cabinet, lord treafurer, lord 
prefident Somers, and all other lord.'^, dJH ever 
feem confident of a peace. iVjy own diflrutl 
was lb remarkable, that ! was once pfti^ly 
chid by the lord treafurer, uevt-r lb much in any 
other cafe, for faying fuch orders would be 
proper if the French King figned the prelimi- 
nary treaty. He refented rny making a quellion 
of it, and laid there could be no doubt, &c. For 
my part, nothing but feeing fo great men be- 
lieve it, could ever incline me to tiiink France 
reduced fo low a-s to accept fuch conditions, — 
Lord Cowper’s Diary ; Hatdwicke Papers. 

^ Life of the Duke ot Shrcwlbufy* 
f Swift’s Memoirs relating to the Change 
in the Queen^s Miniftry, v. XV, p. 20 . 
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fpirited, but indlfcreet letter; 'which, after ftating his readinefs to obey her 
commands, exprefled his regret that all his fervices could not protect him 
from the malice of a bedchamber woman, and requefted inftant permiffion 
to retire. Before the queen had received this letter, (lie became apprehenhve 
left the refignation of the duke at this critical jundture, thoukl caufe difeon- 
tents in the nation, and alarmed at the threats of Sunderland, to propofe in 
the houfe of lords the removal of Mrs. Mafliam, ordered Godolphin to in- 
form Marlborough, that he might difpofe of the regiment. In reply to his 
letter, Ihe alfo exprefled her concern at what had pafled, and by this con- 
defeenfion engaged him to continue the command of the army in Flanders. 
But although the queen yielded in this inftance, flic perfevered in her inten- 
tions, and foon afterwards gave unequivocal proofs of her refolution, by dil- 
mifling the marquis of Kent from the poll of lord chamberlain, and con- 
ferring that office on the duke of Shrewlbury, againft the inclinations of the 
minirtr3^ 

During thefe tranfadlions Walpole maintained an oflicial and confidential 
correfpondence with the duke of Marlborough, while abfent from England ; 
with Lord Townfhend, plenipotentiary at tlie congrcls of Gertruydenberg ; 
and with his brother Horace Walpole, jirivate fecrctary to I-ord Townf- 
hend. The whole of this intcrefting correfpondence is not extant, but a 
fufficient part is flill jircferved* to do honour to the perfons ivlio were engaged 
in it, to throw a new liglit over the tranfaftions of that period, and to 
illuflrate the condufl; of the minillers on that memorable occafion. It fliews 
that their fall was owing no lels4o their own difunion, than to the intrigues 
of Mrs. Mafliam and Harley, and the oppofition of the Tories. It plainly 
appears to have been the opinion of Walpole, that more adfivc and decifive 
meafures fliould have been purfued before the removal of Sunderland. Fie 
lamented the divilion of the niinlftr)^ the jcaloufy and coldncfs of Godol- 
phii\, who would not make any attempt to fave Sunderland ; he conjec- 
tured that his clilgrace would be followed by the diihiiffion of Godolphin 
and Marlborough, which they did not forefee, or clfe their difinclination to 
Sunderland overcame the apprehenfions which they ought to have enter- 
tained for their own fafety. 

WaliMile was at that time in a fubordinate fituation. He had great obli- 
gations botli to Godolphin and Marlborough, and he was joined in opinion 
with the Whig leaders. Fie had therefore a very delicate part to aft ; yet 
he wrote to Marlborough with great fpirit and freedom ; and even ventured 
to advife him not to offend the queen, by refufing obflinately to promote the 


See Corrcrpondence, Period I. 
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hulbancl and brother of Mrs. Mafliam ; although fuch advice was mofl likely 
to offend, as in faft it did offend, the duchefs of Marlborough. It appears 
alfo from thefe letters, that Marlborough and Godolphin meanly tampered 
with the duke of Shrcwfbury, and attempted, through his influence over the 
queen, to prevent the dillblution of the parliament j inftead of .boldly and 
manfully coming fomard, they afted this underhand part, and fullered by this 
dilatory and equivocal conduft Harley to divide and difunite the Whigs. 

Perhaps it may be conjedtured, that if on the difmiflion of Sunderland, 
which was fure to be followed by other changes, notwithftanding the pofitive 
alTurances of the queen to the contrary, Godolphin and all his friends had 
inftantly refigned their places, and if the duke of Marlborough had given 
up his command of the army, fo unanimous and bold a meafure would have 
dilpirited the queen, and alarmed the Tl'ories. Under thele impreflions flic 
could not have ventured to make a fudden and total change ; flie would 
probably have been chcckct! by the ap{)rehenfion of alienating the whole 
party of the Whigs, who then formed a large majority in parliament, and of 
dilgufling the monied men, many of whom made the public credit perfbnal 
to Godolphin, and ferupling to advance money upon the faith of the na- 
tion, offered it upon his tingle word *. She would have dreaded the re- 
monftrances of the emperor and the Dutch, who jultly confidered the great 
fuccelfcs of the war as principally owing to the military talents of Marlbo- 
rough. ' 

Such was the opinion of Walpole ; and Sir Richard Temple, afterwards 
Lord Cobham, exprefled his fentiments in favour of a general refignation, in 
a Ipirited letter to his friend Walpole, with whom he then a<5led, and by 
whom he had been flrongly recommended to the duke of Marlborough. 
But, both Walpole and his brother Horace forefaw and lamented that the 
Whigs, inllead of adopting this decifive and manly conduit, would be divided 
among themfclves, and that feveral would liften to the infidious overtures of 
Harley. In effeit, that artful minifter flattered them with the hopes that 
the parliament fliould not be diflblved, and reprefenting the danger which 
would threaten the conflitution and religion, (bould their whole body delert 
the queen, he ufed the remarkable expreffions, “ That a Whig game was 
“ intended at the bottom,” and that his great objcil would be to promote 
the Proteftant fuccefllon -j-. 

Thefe reprefentations and promifes had a due efTccl, an.d helped to break 
the phalanx, which, had it remained firm and compail, mufl have oeen in- 
vincible. 


Chapter 5. 
1710. 

U— 


* Life of the duke of Shrew (bury, 

t 


f Cowper’s Diary ; Hardwicke Papers. 
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Many of the Whigs hcfitated, and delayed their relignation. Newcaftle 
remained in power until he was removed. The duke of Someriet was per- 
fuaded by the queen to keep his place, but alTefted to declare that he would 
not attend the privy council ; and even I Jalifax, the ftern cliainpion of the 
party, is faid to hav'c availed himielf of his long acc|uaintancc with Harley, 
and to have fo effeiflually treated with him in private, that none of his own 
relations were difjdaccd *. Marlborough retained the command of the army 
only to be difinitled w'ith ignominy -f, when his fervices w'cre no longer thought 
nccelfary. Devonfhire, Henry Boyle, Wharton, Somers, and Covvjic!*, were 
among the few leaders who retigned with fprit and tligiiity. 

Lord Chancellor Cowper, in particular, behaved witli unexampled firm- 
nets and honour. He ri:je<5lcd with fcorn all the overtures which Harley 
made, in the moft humble and fupplicating manner, to induce him to con- 
tinue in office. When he waited on the queen to relign, the tlrongly op- 
pofed his refolution, and returned the fcals three times, after be had laid 
tliem down. At laft, when fire could not prevail, the commanded him to 
take them; adding, I beg it as a favour of you, if 1 may ufe that cxprefTion. 
Cowper could not refufe to obey her commands ; but after a thort paufe, 
taking up the fcals, he firid. tliat he would not carry them out of tlie [ralacc, 
except on the promi fc, that the furrender of them would be accepted on the 
morrow'. “ Tire arguments on my fide,” to ufe the words of Lord Cow'per 
liimfelf, “ and ])roteffions, tand the repeated importunities of her majefty, 
“ drew this audience into the length of three quarters of an liour On 

the following day, his relignation was accejrted, and foon afterwards the feals 
were given to Sir Simon Harcourt. 

Walpole aifted on this occafion an honourable and ditinterefted part. 
In the wreck of this great adminiflration, Harley, dclirous of retaining in 
power fevefal of the Whigs, with a view' to counterbalance the credit of 
St. ^ohn and Harcourt, who already began, to give him umbrage, endeavour- 
ed to gain W'^aJpoIe. He made very fiattering advances ; told him that he 
w'as w'orth half his party §, and prclfcd him to continue in adminiflration j 
.but all his efforts proved ineffcdlual. 

Harley finding at lafl, that promifes and flatter}' were employed without 
avail, had recourfe to threats. Hawes, one of his confidential cmilTaries, who 
was afterwards receiver of the cuftoms, informed Walpole, that the treafurer 
had in his polfeflion a note for tlie contrail of forage, indorfed by him ; this 

* Cunningham^ Hiftory of Great Britain, letters from BoUpgbroke to Drummond. See 
vol. z. p* 305. Letter trom Horace Wal- Correfpondeiice, Period I, 17H. 
pole to Etough, September aift 1752. See + Co wper's Diary/ 

Correfpondcnce> Period II. § Letter to Mr. Pultcuey, in anfwer to his 

t The manner in which Marlborough was Remarks, p. 47. 
treated by the new njiiniftry, appears by two 
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infinuation was made in fuch a manner, as to im})Iy, that if Walpole would Chapifr 5. 
come over to the new miniftiy, this note fliould not be produced againfl. him. *7«0' 
But he, no lefs difdainful of menaces than before lie was rcgardlefs of pro- 
mifes, rejefted all overtures. In a letter* written on the 19th oT September, 
he obferves to his friend general Stanhope ; “ I believe, in all probability, this 
“ will be the laft letter I fhall write from this office. We arc in fuch a way 
“ here, as I cannot deferibe. But you can imagine nothing woric than you 
“ will hear. The parliament is not yet diflblved, but this week will certainly 
“ determine it. Dear Stanhope, God profper you, and pray make hafte to us, 

that you may fee what you will not believe if it were told you." A few Sept. 29. 
days after writing this letter, he retired from the office of lecrctary at war. Retires from 
Htirley, however, was not rcpull'cd by tlie firfl: refufal of Walpole to lup- 
port his adminiftration. He had too much fuccefs with many of the Wliigs, war. 
not to exert every effort to gain a man vvholc talents and eloquence he held 
in the higheft eftimation. He fuffered him to continue in his |)lace of 
treafurer of the navy, feveral months after the Whig ininiftry were entirely 
routed. He fent fcvcral meffages, and held feveral converlations with him, 
to perfuade him to moderate his oppofition againft the new meafures ; Imt 
his conflant anlwer was, “ Make a liife and honourable peace, and jjrefervc 
“ t)ic Proteflant fucceflion, and you will have no oppofition 


CHAPTER THE SIXTH; 

1711—1713. 

Condti^ of PValpole in Oppofition. — Ably dcfciuh the lute Adm'mifiration tigmnjl 
the Chiirp^e of not accounting for the public F.xpenditure. — AccufeJ of Breach 
of Triif and Corruption tvhen Secretary at IBar. — Committed to the lower . — 

Expelled the Houfe, and hicapacitated from ftting in the prefent Parliament . — 

Vijited by P erf ms of the firjl Dijlintiion and Abilities .-^IVritcs an able De~ 
fence of himfelf. 

A S Walpole dignified and fupported an adminiftration {>rofperous at Clmp. 6, 
home and glorious abroad, fo when it was r ilificd and dilgraced, he ' / ” ^ ‘ \ 

made animated repli« to the attacks of a powerful and irritated party. During Supports the 

late aJnuiiif. 

* Walpole Papers, f Etough's Papers ; Horace Walpole to Etough, 14, 175** ‘ration. 
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the intervening period, from his rcfgnation to the death of queen Anne, he 

'4- perfevered in attachment to liis late airociatcs, and in haraffing the new mi- 
niilers, with great ability, both iti and out of parliament. The iirft inftanefe 
in which he appeared tl-c chamj ion of the lalkn party, was upon the mo- 
tion of an atldrcts to the queen. On this occation, Walpole, whom Swift, 
in his hillory of tire four lalt ytats of queen Anne, calls one Mr. Robert Wal- 
pole, projxdcd an amendment to the acldrcl's, import iug that no peace can 
be honourable to Great Britain and Furoj e, it Spain and the Indies arc to 
be allotted to a branch of the houfe of Bourbon. Tliis claufe, which Inad 
been carried by the lords, was negatived in the houfe of commons by a very 
great majority. 

But his fubfequent efforts were Bill more important and ufeful. The To- 
ries having attempted to arraign the meal'ures of their predeceffors in office, 
turned their principal cbjcclions againft the management of the revenue 
a topic on which it was moll eafy to delude the public mind, by introducing a 
lories of complicated calculations. This attack was jn incipally levelled againll 
Godolphin, who was accufed of having profufely laviOied the public niuncy, 
and of not having accounted for the lums voted by parliament. When 
I'everal of his former adherents in the houfe of commons deferted the ex-nii- 
niftcr, a few defended his caufe, and argued that the clamours railed againft 
him, were merely the effufions of malice and calumny. The infidious at- 
tack was mafqued under the^^laufible appearance of ap]x:)inting a committee 
for examining .and Hating the public accounts. St. John ern})loyed all t/ic 
powers of his eloquence, to Ihew the ncccffiiy of taking into coniuleiation 
the national expenditure j maintained that none but thole who were enemies 
to their country, or who would themfclvcs plunder the treafury, w'ould be 
lo bold as to oppofe the inquiry ; and fupported his arguments with the 
moll ardent affectation of zeal for the church and confiitulion. 

. Nq, fooner had St. John ceafed fpeaking, than Walpole rofe with great 
jiirit to vindicate his patron from the inq)utation of corruption and malver- 
fation. He did not, however, condefeend to make any reply to the hypo- 
critical alleveration of St. John, in regard to religion, but confined his rc- 
m.arks to the fubjedl of debate. He explained, in a calm and diftimft man- 
ner, the accounts of the public expenditure, and confirmed the truth of his 
report, by the original receipts, and the moil authentic tellimonies. After 
having proved that the inquiry was founded on party animofity, he con- 
cluded by obferving, “ If he is accufed, who cannot be charged w'ith any 
crime, or any juft fufpicion of a crime, and whom the member who fpoke laft 
could neither fear nor hate, take heed left the conftitution fliould receive 
a wound through his fides. It is obvious, how mucli the multitude is under 

tliC 
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ihe influence of bribery, it Is obvious, that the people of EnglanJ are at Chapter 6. 
this moment animated againft. each other, with a fpirit of haired and ran- 
cour. It behoves, in the firft place, to find a remedy for thofe ditlem- 
pers, which at prefent are predominant in the civil conftitution, and unlefs 
you reject this inquiry with becoming indignation, 1 leave you to conjec- 
jure the fituation to which this kingdom and government aie likely to be 
expofed * But the zeal and eloquence of Walpole had no effect j for the 
committee was aj)polnted, confiiling of perfons principally Tories, and two 
notorious Jacobites ; all jrrevioufly determined to arraign the proceedings 
of the former adminiftration. I'he rcfult of their inejuiry w-as given in a moll 
extraordinary report, which pafled the houfc on the 12th of April, and w^as 
prefented to the queen on the fame day. After Hating the great arrears due 
from public taxes, many embezzlements and fcandalous abules, evil mlfma- 
nagement in public offices, and mifapplication of parliamentary fujrplies, it 
boldly alierted, “ That of the monies granted by parliament, and iliued for the 
“ public lervice to Chriftmas lyiOjTHRRE iiiiMAiNS unaccounted for, 

“ THE SOM OF 35,302,107, FOR A GRE.AT FART OF WHICH NO AC- 
“ COMPTS HAVE SO MUCH AS BEEN LAID BEFORE THE AUDITORS; 

“ and for the reft, though fome accompts have been brought in, yet they 
“ have not been profecuted by the accornptants, and finilhcd.” This unqua- 
lified reproach call, by the houle of commons on the ex-minillers, had for a 
ftiort time a prodigious eff'eCl in incrcaling tli^j unpopularity of the Whig.?. 

The people conceived it to be imjioffible, that the commons ivould advance 
fuel) anaffl-rtion, without the moll convincing proofs in its favour. A general 
belief gained ground, tliat (lie nation had been deceived and betrayctl ; frcOi 
confidence was placed in the new nfmifters, wlio tlms dilplajed their care 
for the people, and proved their capaicity by conniving luch means as might 
afeertain and fecure lb vail a debt. 

In oppofition to thefe accui'ations, ^Valpole again came forth as the diam- Anfn-cral by 
pion of his colleagues, and publilhcd “The Debts ot the Nation flalecf and ^Valpolc. 

“ confidered,” and the “ Thirty-live Millions accounted tor.” In theie 
publications, the author, who is called by Arthur Mainvraring, //}<■ bejl majiet 
cf figures of any man of his time, gave, in a fmall compafs, fo accurate a i'cheme 
of tiic public debts, cfpecially of the navy, togetiier vvitli the management 
of the revenues, the anticipations, the debts, and the reafons and neceliity of 
them, as entirely undeceived thC^public, and refuted the calumnies wliich 
had been fo induflripufly railed -f. He proved, in a clear and latisfaclorv 

» Cunningham’s Hiftory of Great Britain, from tiie byginning of the jv ;gu of I'lueen 
vol. z. p. 349, 350 Anne, to the prefent time, ly 17. — I'in ■ 

f Coiidud of Robert Walpole, Efqnire, dal,— .Oldraixon, 
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manner, that the debt of the navy, which was eftiraated at iC* 5»*3°>53^« 
did not exceed 574,000 j and that ot the whole 3 5,000,000, all but 
j/'. 4,000,000 hatl been accounted for. 

Walpole had diftinguilhed himfelf too ably in the houfe of commons, and 
by bis publications fad proved himfelf too warm a friend of the tallen mi- 
niftry, and too powerful an advcrlary to the reigning admiuiftration, not to 
be fingicd out as one of the facrifices to be made at the fhrine of party 
vengeance. His expulfion, therefore, from the houfe of commons was re- 
foived, and a meeting held for tlie purpofe of confulting on tlie means of 
proceeding, by tiie leaders of the oppofite party. But tlie injuftice of this 
a(fl was eflecmed fo flagrant, and the imputations of guilt lb faint and talle, 
that many of thofe who had united to overturn the late admiuiftration, de- 
clared their averfion to this malicious defign. Bromley *, however, re- 
moved their fcruples, by declaring that the expulfion of Walpole was the 
»««;« HeceJJ'armVy as they could not carry on the bufmels, if he was iuf- 
fered to continue in the houfe. It is no wonder, tlierefore, that his enemies, 
who could command a majority, ibould find a plaufible pretext. The 
commiflioncrs of public accounts laid a charge of venality and corru[)tioii 
againft him for forage-contradts in Scotland while he was lecretary at war. 
They acculed him of having taken, in two contradts, two notes of hand, one 
for 500 guineas, the other for 500, the firft of which had been paid, and 
a receipt given in his name, ^nd of the other ,^.400 was paid. It a]ipeared, 
on examination of the witncflcs, on oath, that the contractors, rather than 
admit into their partnerihip Robert Mann, agent for Walpole, who, accord- 
ing to the tenour of the original agreement, relei ved a fliare for a friend, to 
have a benefit of the fifth part, if not redeemed by the contradlors with a 
fum of money, had preferred paying the 500 guineas and £. 500 ; and that 
Mann had received the money for the firft note, and had obtained the fe- 
cond^note as a depofit for the fum fpccilicd to be paid. 

In confcquence of thefc reports, Walpole was heard in his ovvn defence, 
though no particulars of his fpeech are prelerved in the proceedings of par- 
liament ; after he had withdrawn, a warm debate took place, which Jafted 
till paft ten at night. His friends, on this occalion, fupported him with 
fo much zeal, that the houfe was divided four times in the fame fitting ; 
and the minlfters, who carried all political queftions in this feffion with only 
a trifling oppofition, gained the motions for his condemnation and expulfion, 
by a fmall majority. On the firft clivifion, in which Pulteney, then his 
intimate friend, afterwards his moft bitter opponent, was teller, the 

• Letter from Horace Walpole to Etougli, September a i, 175*. 

§ amendment,. 
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anien<lment, to leave out the words, and notorious corruption,” was ne- 
gatived by a majority of 52. The main qucftion pafled in the affirmative 
by 57. The motion for committing him to the Tower by only twelve ; 
and his expulfion was decreed by 22 *. Tliele fmall majorities fuffi- 
cicntly prove, either that Walpole poffefled great pcrfonal influence in the 
houfe, or that many of the Tories confidered his accufation a fcandalous 
prolecution, and would not give their votes againft him. The houfe, how- 
ever, rofolvcd, “ That Robert Walpole, efquire, was guilty of a high breach 
of trufl, and notorious corruption. That he fhould lx; committed prifoner 
to the Tower of London j” and on a fubfequent motion, which was carried 
only by a majority of twenty votes, that he fhould be ex{x;lled 
On the next morning, Walpole lurrendered himfelf a prifoner, and w'as 
committed to the Tower. Jt was expelled, that he would have petitioned, 
and fubmitted himl'elf to tlie cenfure of the houfe j but he refufed making 
any concefiion, which could ini])ly a conl'clournefs of guilt, and he there.- 
forc remained a prifoner until the prorogation of parliament. In the mean 
time a new writ being ifllied for Lynn, he was rc-chofen for that borough; 
but a petition being made againft the return, by Samuel Taylor, the oppof- 
ing candidate, the commons refolved, “ That having been exi>elled this 
houfe for an high breach of truft in the execution of his office, and notori- 
ous corruption, when fecrctary at war, he was incapable of being re-elefted 
a member to ferve in the prefent parliament 

^yiiile he remained a prifoner, he was confidered as a martyr to the 
xaufe of the Whigs, and rej^catedly vilited by perfons of the highclt diftinc- 
tioii and abilities, particularly by the duke and duchefs of Marlborough, 
Godolphin, Sunderland, Somers, and Pultcncy; and his apartment exhi- 
bited the appearance of a crouded levee ||. 

During his confinement, he had fufficient leifure to compofe a clear and 
judicious vindication of himfelf, which was publiflied under the tide of 
“ The Cafe of Mr. JValpoky in a Letter from a Tory Member of Parliament 
to his Friend in the Country." In this mafterly defence, he fully juftifies 
himlelf, and appeals to evidence, taken upon oath, from the two principal 
charges, high breach of truft, and notorious corruixion. In regard to higli 

* GS againft ^o^. 2(1. 148—20;. 3d. + Journals— Chandler’s Debates. 

156—168. 4th. 148 — 170. The motion of li Lite oCtbe Duke o( Sbrewlbury. — Annals 
cenfnie againft the duke of Marlborough w'as of Queen Anne, for i7r2, p. 140— Conti ui'f 

carried by a much greater majority, 2 70 againft of Mr. Walpole.— Aiifwer to a fcurrilous 
X6;.— Jtturnals. Libel, 

t Journals.— Chandler’s Debates- 

breach 


Chapter 6. 
1711 to 1713. 

til I—,! — ImJ 


Hxpc-llccl the 
lioul’c. 


Committsri 
to the Tew er. 


Vi IT ted by 
perfons of 
dillinftion.. 


P VI bli flies his 
defence. 



MEMOIRS OF 


Trriod I. 
•1676 to 1714. 


Eaftcourt’s 

ballad. 


breach ot tmft, he (hews that he 'Jiad no advantage in the contradts ; that 
he was not the only perfon eoncerned in making them, and that they were 
fettled on the beft and mofl advantageous terms to be obtained at the timej 
in reply to the charge of notorious corruption, he proves that a (hare in tlic 
contraft being given to his friend, Robert Mann, the contradlors preferred 
paying him a fnm of money in rccompence for giving up his lhare ; that 
the contradlor, wlio had negociated this bargain with Mann, dying, tire 
other not knowing his name, made the note of hand payable to Waljrole 
or order, for the ufe of his friend ; that the note was endorfed by himfelt 
only for form, and the money received by Mann was for his own ufe and be- 
fit, and that Walpole had not the lead intcreft, diredlly or indircdlly, in this 
affair. 

I have been thus particular in dating the defence of Walpole, becaufc it 
gives drong proofs of his innocence, and was never fairly and candidly an- 
fwered j becaufe fome of the very ircrlons who vifited him in prifon, and 
not only defended but applauded liis concluft in this indance, afterwards, 
when in oppolition, reproached him with the commiffion of this very crime, 
of which they had publicly and formally ablolved him ; and bccaulc lomc 
late * writers, of different principles, have digmatifed his memory, without 
having fufficiently examined his defence -f. 

This imprifonment has been called the prelude to his rife ; and Jortl 
Lanfdowne, who was afterwards configned to the lame apartment, wrote 
thefe lines under Walpole’s name, which he had left on the window : 

Good unexpeded, evil unforefecn. 

Appear by turns, as fortune (hifts the Icene ; 

Some rais’d aloft, come tunibling down amain. 

And hill fo hard, they bound and rile again ;};. 

A ' popular, ballad, compofed by Eadcourt the jffayer, in honour of Wal- 


• See Smollft, vol. 2. p. 209. Maepherfon’s 
Hiflory, vul. a. p. ^37* 

t For the invifligation of this inquiry^ in 
which the honour :nul charadcr of Sir Robert 
Walj>oIe i'» involved, I have confulted and 
compared the Jinirnitls of the Houle of Cum- 
aions, IVoccediii'jTs in Parliament, Burnet, Tin- 
dnl, Oldmhxon, C'afe of Mr. Walpole, Con- 
duct of Robert Walpole, efqnire, and An An- 
fwer to the Chararter and Condin^t of Ro- 
bert Walpole, efquire, with an exaft account 


of his popularity, piiblillied in 1717. In this 
laB publication, the author endeavours to re- 
fute \Valpolr*s cicicnceof liimft'If, and to fliew 
tiiat tlic n.oney paid to' Mann was (or Walpole 
hlndelf, l)ut as all his aecufarions airiount to 
nicre airertions and conjt‘i‘:tnres, without the 
hn'dlefl ev idence of the f:u% It is only here 
mentioned as a proof that 1 have not examined 
onlv f?//e fide of the quelf ion. 

I Walpole’s Gala loo ue of Royal and Noble 
Authors, V, II. p. 128, Laiifdownc’s Poems* 
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pole, during his imprifonment, proves the high efteem ini which he was then Chapter 6. 
held by his party, and predidted, with a true prophetic fpirit, his future »7” to 1711 . 
greatnefs. 

(% the Jewel in the Tower. 

I. 

If what the Tower of London holds 
Is valu’d for more than its power j 
Then counting what it now enfolds. 

How wondrous rich is the fame Tower. 


2. 

I think not of the armory. 

Nor of the guns and lion’s roar. 

Nor yet tlic valu’d library, 

I mean the Jewel in the Tower. 

3 - 

This jewel late adorn’d the court. 

With excellence unknown before; 

But now being blown upon in fport, 

This Jew'el’s cafe is now the Tower. 

4 ' 

State Ia])idarics there have been. 

To w eigh and prove and look it o’er ; 

The very falhion’s worth being feen, 

Th’ intrinfic, more than is the Tower. 

S' 

’Tis not St. George’s diamond. 

Nor any of his partner’s ftore ; 

It never yet to fuch belong’d. 

Which fent this Jewel to the Tozver. 

6 . 

With thoufand methods they did try it, 
Whofe firmnefs ftrengthen!d ev’ry hour ; 

They were not able all to buy it, 

And fo they fent it to the Tower. 


They 
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They would have prov’d it counterfeit, 

' That it was right ’twas truly fwore; 

But oaths, nor words, cou’d nothing get. 
And fo they fent it to the Tower. 

8 . 

It’s brilliant brightnefs who can doubt. 

By Marlborough it was fometimes wore ; 
They turn’d tlie tuighty maftcr out. 

Who turn’d this jewel into the Toxver. 

9 * 

Thefc arc the marks upon it found. 

King William’s crcll it bears before. 

And liberty’s engraven round, 

Though now confin’d within the Tower. 


10. 

Nor France in it an interell lias. 

Nor Spain with all its golden orc^ 

For to the queen and higli allies, 

Belongs th^s Jewel in the Tozver. 

1 1 . 

The owners modeflly relerv’d 
It in a decent Norfolk bower, 

And fcarce yet think, it has deterv’d 
The Caefar’s honour of the Tozeer. 

1 2. 

The day fliall come to make amends. 

This jewel lhall with pride be wore. 

And o’er his foes, and with his friends. 

Shine glorious bright out 'of the Tozver. 

Lady Walpole *, who had a pleafing voice, ufed to fmg this ballad with 
great fpirit and effed;, and was particularly fond of dwelling on the lafl verfe, 
at the time when the prophecy was fulfilled ; when the prifoner 
“ O'er hh foes^ and zvith his friends., 

“ Shone glorious bright out of the Tozver.” 


* From Lord Orford. 
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CHAPTER THE SEVENTH 


I 7 1 2 — 1 714. 

Rekajed from his Imprijonment. — Exertions in Favour of his Party. — Pnbltfhes 
various poUtical Pieces. — Eulogium of hhn^ by Godolphtn. — Publifies the Hif- 
tory of the late Parliament. — Re-ele£led for Lynn. — Speaks againji the Peaces 
the freaty of Commerce ■, and the Schifm Bill : — In favour of Sir Richard Steele, 
for printing the Crifis and the EngliJ liman. 

T H E niiniftry ha%'ing protraded the feffion liy adjourntiient *, inflead 

of ending it by prorogation, merely to detain him in prifon, Walpole June 21. 
was not releafed until the 8th of July. From that period till the dilfolution, Rcleafcd- 
wliich took place on the 8th of Augufl: 1713, being incapacitated from ferv- 
ing his party in the houfe of commons, he exerted himfelf in maintaining the 
union of the Whigs, in conciliating the leaders, c'lcn difqordant in their 
opinions, jealous of each other, or lukewarm in their condud. Pie was a 
principal diredor of their counfels, and the great manager of their delibe- 
rations. The magnanimity and chcerfulncfs w'ilh which he aded .and fuf- 
fered, his liberality In ex})ending large fums in procm ing intelligence, and 
promoting the Proteftant liicceffion, the hofpitality with wliich lie enter- 
tained his political affociates, endeared him to the party, animated their 
(ounfels, ati<l contributed to preferve them from defedion. Tlie heavy ex- 
pences incurred by thefe means, injured his private fortune, and involved 
him iniiccuniary embarraffments; acircumftance which perhaps g.ave rife to, 
or at lead fandioned the report, afterw'ards induflrioufly circulated b*y op- 
pofition, of his being a needy adventurer, who had not credit enough to raife 
an hundred pounds on his own fecurityj'. The gratitude he afterwards dif- 
played to thofe perfons who accommodated him with money at a confider- 
ablc rilk, docs honour to his charadcr. 

During this period, he ably employed his pen in the fcrvice of his party. Politiol 
He alTiftcd Steele in feveral political pamphlets | j and publilhed an anfwer pul^l'c^tions. 

• Journals. — Iliilory of his Adminiftration, rration Difplayed, p. 8. — An Antwer to one 
p. 16. . Part of an liitamoiis Lihel, &:c. p. 34. 

f Pulteney's Reply to Scdliion and Dcfa- J Maepherfon’s Papers, vol. 3. p. 511. 
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Period 1. to the vote of the houfe of commons, that the Rates general had been deficient 
i676to»f 14. in their proportion of troops, and that the queen had paid fubfidies to 
the amount of three miUions of crowns above the fum ftipulated. 

His zeal and exertions were lb conlpicuous, that he received a flattering 
.September teftimony of eftcein, in a vifit which ho paid to Godolphin, while confined 
with his lafl illnels at St. Alban’s, in the houfe of the dutchefs of Marlbo- 
rough. The dying flatefman turning to the dutchefs, who flood by his bed- 
fide, fiid to licr, “ If you ever forlake that young nvan, and if fouls are per- 
mitted to return from the grave to the earth, I will appear to you and re- 
proach you for your conduft 

The diflblution of the parliament at length taking place, Walpole’s inca- 
pacity was removed, and he was again chofen for Lynn, While the elec- 
tions were depending, it was the opinion of Somers, and the Whig lord', 
that to Rate to the people, in a Rrong and perlpicuous manner, the proceed- 
ings of the latfi parliament, with a view toexpofe the meaf ures of the miniRry, 
and to guide the elebtors in the choice of the new reprefentatives, would be 
Hiftory”f liighly advantageous to their party. As no one feemed better calculated for 
the lai( i’ar- oince than Walpole, he undertook a pamphlet, at their defire, on the 
liament. Thurfday, and publilhed it on the Tuefday following -f-, under the Title 
of, A Short HiRory of the Parliament, with the motto : 

Venal is PopnkSy venalis Curia Pat rim. 

To this publication is prefixed, a dedication by Pultency,- then his coad- 
jutor, compofed in a Rrain of irony and humour peculiarly his own, and in 
which, though addrefTcd to an anonymous peer, it was cafy to perceive that 
the earl of Oxford was the objebl of allulion. 

The pamphlet tends to prove, that the ])roccedings of the parliament had 
been direftly contrary to the honour and advantage ot England.. The au- 
thor defends the meafures of the late adnuniRiation with great ability; 
and after refuting the cenfuies paR'ed on Marlborough and Townfliend, 
iiulanccs his own cafe, and deferibes hiinlcif as llurinr; the honour of an im- 
peachment with thofe illuRrious men. 1 lis aihtnadveriions on the conduft 
of the parliament, were matle with fo much Irccdom and alperity, that it 
was not deemed prudent to entruR them to a common printer. Walpole him- 
felf, at a fubfequent [)eiiod, exprefles the apprehenfioas of the danger he might 
have incurred, had the author been dilcovered. There is a noble lord 

♦ From the late earl of Orford. 

f Article^ Earl of Orford, in Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors, in whieli many of his 
other pamphlets arc enumeratod. 

la 
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in the other houfe, who can, if he pleaics, inform gentlemen, that the author 
of that hiftoty was fo apprehenfive of the confequences of printing it, that 
the prels was carried to his houfe, and the copies printed there 

In the new parliament, which met on the i6th oi Fcbruar}', Walpole, de- 
riving frelh luilre from his late temporary cclipfe, diftinguilhed himlclf with 
more than iil'ual ability. He warmly oppofed the ])eace; the foundation of 
the South Sea company i the treaty of commerce \vith France ; the Ichilin 
bill : and in all thefe inflanccs he proved his confummate knowledge and 
exixricnce in aflairs of the mofl; complicated nature, and greatly embarrafled 
the fpeakers on the tide of government. 

He was alfo particularly adive in defence of Steele, who had rendered him- 
fclf obnoxious to the minillers by his bold writings on the lide of the Whigs, 
and was acculed by auditor Foley, fir William \V)’ndham, and the Tories, 
of having ])ubiiflK‘d the Ivnglilhmaii and the Crifis. The rage of party w'as 
lo violent on tliis occafion, that an attempt was made to compel Steele fu 
withdraw, without entering into his own defence, but this unjiill jiropofiiion 
was over-ruled without a divifion, though it occalioned a debate of fome 
length, in which AValpole took an active part. The motion, that he lliould 
be permitted to make his defence to the im[)uted libel, paragraph by para- 
grap'h, was, however, determined againft him. He then entered on his de- 
tence, with a temper, niodelly, and eloriuencc quite unuiual to him, and conti- 
nued r])caking three hours. After lie had witlidrawm, no member on the lidc 
oi' the ininiflry attempted to anfwer him ; and auditor Foley only oblerved, 
tl:;U; without ^aniufing the houfe with ioug Ipcechcs, it was plain to every 
I'iody, that the writings corujilaincd of, weic feditious and Icandalous, in- 
jurious to her majefly’s gc'vernment, the church, anti the univerfitios ; 
.iiid moved for tlic cjueflion. M'nis motion occalioned a warm debate, in 
which Walpole bore tlie moft :ictive and principal fliare. Among other 
liold animadveriions, he obferved, 'J hat this violent prolccution llruck at 
the liberties of the fubjetS. in general, and of tlie mcralxTS of that houfe in 
j. articular ; juftified Mr. Steele on all the heads of the accufation raifct! 
againft him j and laid, he hoped the houfe would not iacrilicc one of their 
members to the relentmcnt anti rage of the miniltry, fc>r no other crinic than 
hte expoiing their milinanagemcnts, anti, like a good patriot, warning his 
countrymen againft the imminent dangers with which the nation in general, 
and in particular her majcity’s lacred perfon were threatened, by the vifilsle 
encouragement that was given to the Pretender’s fricntls. In this delcnce, 

* ChanClcr'i Debates, .April i 3, i ,■^38. — Probably tJic ptcrallutltil to '.v.is lord Cobirvoi. 
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Period I. Walpole alked the houfe, ** Why the author was anfwerable in parliament for 
1476101714. the things which he wrote in his private capacity? And if he is punifh- 
able by law, why is he not left to the law ? By this mode of proceeding, par- 
liament, which ufed to be the fcoiirge only of evil rainifters, is made by mi- 
nifters the fcourge of the fubjed. The minifters, he added, are fufficiently 
armed with authority ; they poflefs the great Ikndbion of rewards and pu- 
nifliments, the difpofal of the privy purfe, the grace of pardoning, and the 
power of condemning to the pillory for feditious writings j powers confillent 
with, and naturally arifing from their exalted fituatipn, and wliich they can- 
not too jealoufly guard from being perverted to anfwer indirect or criminal 
purpofes. In former feigns, the audacity of corruption extended itielf only 
to judges and juries ; the attempt fo to degrade parliament w'as, till the 
prefent period, unheard of. The liberty of the prel's is unreftrained ; how 
then (hall a part of the legillature dare to punifli that as a crime which is 
not declared to be fo by any law, framed by the whole? And why fhould 
that houfe be made the inftrument of fuch a deteftable purpofe ; that houfe, 
which had to boaft the honourable diftinAion of being applied to, as the 
fource of redrefs, in all cafes of oppreffion. Steele, he obferved, lias advanced 
nothing which beari a diredf criminal conftrudtion ; nothing which can be 
conftrued into guilt without the afliftance of forced inuendoes ; and fliall 
parliament alTume the ungracious part of thus inferring guilt from mere ar- 
bitrary conftruftion ? If they do, what advantage to government or the 
community can be expeAed to refult from fuch a meafure ? Are doArincs 
refuted, and truths fupprelTed, by being cenfured or ftigmatized — In the 
reign of James, it was criminal to lay, that the king was a Papill; but the 
feverity of the law, or the cruelty of its minifters could not eradicate from 
the mind of a Angle individual, the confirmed belief of the fad:, Steele is only 
attacked, becaufe he is the advocate foy the Proteftant luccefiion ; the caule 
■which he fo kbly defends, gives the offence ; through his fidcs the fucceflion is 
to be' wounded ; his punilhment will be a lymptoin, that the i'ucccflion is in 
danger; and the minillry are now feeling the pulfc of parliament, to fee how 
far they may be able to proceed. Dees Mr. Steele, he inquired, incur any 
blame for writing againft Popery ? In the reign of James, indeed, preaching 
againft Popery was confidered as calling a relleiflion on the minillry. But it 
was not fo in the reign of king William. Froiji what fatality does it arife, that 
■what is written in favour of the Proteftant fucceifion, and was countenanced 
by the late minillry, is deemed a libel on tJie prefent adminiftration ? General 
invedlives in the pulpit againft drinking, fornication, or any particular vice, 
have never been efteemed a refledtion oh particular perlbns, unlels thefe per- 
I fons 
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fons arc guilty of the darling fm againft which the preacher inveighs. It be- Chapter 7^ 
conies, then, a fair inference, from their irritability and refentment againft its * 7 ‘ 3 ito 
defender, that the darling fm of the prefent adminiftration is to obftruA the 
Proteftant fucceflion. If a Papift, nay an Irifli Papift, who for many years 
has been a feryant to the late king James, and the Pretender, (meaning Sir 
Patrick Lawlefs) one who has borne arms againft her majefty in Ifrance 
and Spain; one who Is ftrongly fufpeded of having embrued his hands in 
■the blood of the late duke of Medina Cell, and marquis of Leganez ; if luch 
a man be not only permitted to come into England, but to appear at court,, 
in the prefence-chambfcr; if he be careli'cd by the minifters; nay, I ipeak 
it with horror, if i'uch a man be admitted into her majefty’s private audience, 
in her clofet, will not every gootl fubjed think her perfon in danger ? And 
is it tiien a crime in Mr, Steele to flievv his .concern for fo precious a life 
The minifters, however, carried their point ; the Crilis and Englilhman 
were voted feditious libels, and Steele was expelled the houfe -j'. 

The fpeech of Walpole on this occafioa procured him great applaufe 5 
but the public did not know, that the defence made by Steele himfelf, was 
in a great degree the offspring of his eloquence ; a fad related by bilhop 
Newton, on the authority of Pulteney Jl. “ When Steele was to be ex- 
“ polled the houfe of commons, Mr. Walpole and Mr. Pulteney, and Mr. Ad- 
“ difon, were.commiffioned to go to him, by the noblemen and members of 
“ the Kit Kat Club,’ with their politive order and determination, that Steele 
“ Ihould not make his own fpeech, but Addifon fhould make it for him, 

“ and he fhould recite it from the other’s writing, without any iniertion or 
** addition of his own. Addifon thought this an hard injundion, and faid, 

“ that he muft he like a fchool-boy, and delire the gentlemen to give him ai 
’* little fenfe. Walpole faid, that it was impoffible to fpeak a fpeech in cold 
” blood ; but being preffed, he faid he would try, and immediately Ipoke a. 

“ very good fpeech of what he thought proper for Steele to lay the occa- 
fion ; and the next day in the houfe made another fpeech as go<jd, or bStter,. 

** on the fiime fubjed ; but fo totally different from the former, that there 
“ was fcarce a fingle argument or thought the fame; which particulars are 
“ mentioned as illuftrious proofs of his uncommon eloquence.” 

• The principal part of this fpeech is taken by his Expullion from the Houfe of Com* 
from memorandums, in the hand writing of Sir mens,” which, with a becoining gratitude, he 
Robert Walpole : Orford Papers. — Chandler, dedicated to W'alpole. 

f Steele afterwards publifhed, “ An Apolo- J Life of Biftwi) Newton, by himfelf, 
gy for i^felf aod his Writings occalioned 



4 « 

Period 1, 
16761017x4. 


MEMOIRS OF 


CHAPTER THE EIGHTH 


1714. 


Declares the 
Proteftant 
fucceflion in 
clanger. 


Examination 
of his mo- 
tives. 


Intrigues in 
favour of the 
Pretender, 


1714. 

Zeal of IValpokfor the Hanover Sitcclffion. — Jiiflijication of his ConduSl^ on the 
Prefionption that the Trotejlant SucceJJion xvas in Danger. — Public Alarms and 
Apprehenfons. — Death of Queen Anne. 

T he great queftion, in which Walpole appears to have always exerted 
himtelf with unabated zeal, was on the date of the nation with regard to 
the danger of the Protdlant fucceflion. 'In the courle of this debate, Bromley, 
fecrctary of tlate, having attempted to prove the negative, by reprefenting 
the endeavours of the queen to fecurc tliaf object, and to remove the Pre- 
tender from Loraine; Walpole, with great fpirit and warmth, avowed his opi- 
nion, that although the cpicen hcrfelf aftbrded no caufe of apprehcnlion, yet 
much was to be dreaded from the tluljious conduft of fome perlbns, and 
therefore infifted that her name Ihould not be introduced. 

7'hezeal of Walpole on this lubjcCl, was by no means adopted from a 
fpirit of oppofition, and was not a fudclen Ipark llrucL out by the circum- 
llances of the moment : it Vvas a leading principle which had regulated his 
political conduCl from his firll entrance into life; it hiid been inlfilled into 
him by education, and matured by realoji and refledlion, to which ])e uni- 
formly adhered in all fituations and untler. all circumllances. 

If his object in fpreading thefe alarms was to dittrefs government, and to 
excite tumults againfl the miniflers, he abted a falfc and wicked part ; but 
if he really luxd reafon for his fufpicions, he mufl be juflified by every prin- 
ciple bf attachment to the religion and conlliUition of the country. He can 
only be fully vindicated from the convidion, that it was the fecrct with 
and refolution of the queen to exclude the Hanover family, and to reftore 
the Pretender, and that the minifters were dirpofed to co-operate with her 
inclinations. At the period of which wc are now I'peaking, the flrongeft Ivif- 
picions were entertained, that liich a Ichcnie was in agitation, and thofe luf- 
picions have been fiace verified by the moll authentic documents. 

ft was natural to luppolc,that as thequeenhadno furvivingiliue,berafredion 
for her brother, of whofe legitimacy the appears never to have entertained a 
doubt, would lupcrfcde her inclination to a tlircign family. She had often de- 
f In d that Ihcdid not conlider the crown as her right, and the impreflions of 
‘ confcience 
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confciencc naturally led her to atone for the wrongfulnefs of her polfeffion, by Chapter d. 
permitting it to refumc its ancient courfe of defeent. In thefe ideas, fhe 
was encouraged by her favorite, Mrs. Matham ; and when, by the intrigues of *"'■ 
that artful woman, the chief impediment to her projedts, the afcendancy of the 
Whig party, was removed, the entertained them with lefs refen'e, and em- 
ployed herfelf afliduouily to give them effed. Harley, who had fueceeded 
in dividing the Whigs, fo as to prevent their exerting their whole united 
force in a confident oppofition, yet found he could not carry on the govern- 
ment, and make a peace, w'ithout the affiftance of the Jacobites : a diredl; 
communication was opened between the court of St. Germain’s, and that 
of London j the Pretender addrelfed a pathetic letter * to the queen, 
urging his own right to the crown, in which every foothing effort of 
fupplication and fubmiffion was employed, and every appeal made to fa- 
mily pride, to tenderners, and juftice, which could be fuppofed to influence 
a mind naturally benevolent and juft, and which was beginning, through 
laffitude and perplexity, to feek fome repofc from the multiplied cares of a 
ftormy government. Under thefe fmifter aufpices, the peace of Utrecht was 
made ; a peace which confounded the charafters of victors and vanquillied, 
and in which the grand objedhs of the war were completely relinquiflied. 

Tlie intcrefts of the Pretender were kept in view, rather than thofe of the 
country, and the queen was anxious that the French king fhould jjpt be 
deprived of the power of afibrding him cffeftual afliftancc. 

The cftablifbment of the Proteftant religion was (he only motive whicJi 
could countered the bias of the queen’s mind in favour of her brother. 

The influence of that confidcration was much diminilhcd by her diflike to . 
the family deftined to fucceed her; a prejudice which induced licr to refift all 
approach of them to her perfon, and to oppofe the applications of tlic eleftrefs 
Sophia, for a writ to call up tire cledtoral prince to the houfe of peers ; as a 
prejuclice fb well known to thofe who pofl’efled her confidence, that Mrs. 

Maflram made no fcruple to declare to the French miniller, whom Louis 
the Fourteenth fent to treat for peace,, that the Flanover fiinily vias all their 
avajion *, and that it was the,wifh of the queen, that matter^ fliould be fo ar- 
ranged that juftice might at fome time take place. Thole who favoured the 
caule of the Pretender, were fo anxious to avail tliemfelves of tiicfe favourable 
appearances, that they advii'ed him, either in (hew, or in faef, to renounce his 
religion, to withdraw himfelf from the protection of the French king, to marry 
a Proteftant, and refide in Sweden. Matters were carried fo far, that fome 

• Macpherlba’s Papers, vol. 2. 
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of liis fanguinc partifans advifed him to come to Scotland, and others 
even projefted a plan for his being prefented by the queen to the parlia - 
ment, and publicly acknowledged as her fucceflbr *. Meetings were alfo 
held, both in town and country, to promote the repeal of the aft of 
fettlement, and to veft in the queen the pow'er of nominating a . fuccef- 
for. Thefe fchemes were dircftly over-ruled, or indireftly counterafted by 
Harley, who, notwitliflanding his junftion with the Jacobites, for the foie 
j)urj)ofe of making a peace, and maintaining his ground againft »the Whigs, 
does not appear ever to have wifhed to fruftrate the provifions of the aft of 
fettlement. His conduft at length made fuch an imj)reflion on that party,, that 
through their intrigues he was difmiflcd from admlniflration, on a fufpicion 
of lukewarmnefs or duplicity, and Bolingbroke, w'ho was fuppofed to be more 
inqjlicitly devoted to their interefts, was recommended as his rucccfii)r by 
the duke of Berwick, natural fon of James the Second, and the Pretender’s 
agent with the difaflefted in England. 

Thefe intrigues were too public and notorious to eliape the knowledge 
of the friends to the Proteflant fucceffion ; Sir Robert Walpole -j} in the 
latter period of his life, frequently declared that the leaders of tlie Whigs 
were fully apprized of them, and that he, in particular, drew Iris information 
from two perfons who were prefent at a meeting in the country betw'cen the 
chiefs of the miniftryand the leading men of both houfes. Their deliberations 
turned on the manner of inv^ilidating or repealing the aft of f ucceffion. An 
aftual repeal, and a pofitive declaration of the Pretender’s right, was moved 
by fome : it was recommended by others, to leave to the queen a full power 
to nominate her fucceffor by will. 

Thofe who treat the danger of the Proteflant fucceffion as chimerical, 
obferve in reply to thefe inferences, that from the time of the Revolution, 
many of the minifters had correfponded with the Pretender and his fiimily ; 
fome^of them with the connivance of the fovercign on the throne, and probably 
with a view of difeovering the fchemes of the Jacobites. On fimilar principles 
it may be conjeftured, that Bolingbroke i and Ormond might alfo have 
caballed with Berwick and the agents of th.e Pretender, with a view only 
of obtaining the difmiffion of Oxford, and the lupport of the Jacobites ; and 
might, as foon as they had fecured themlelves In their places, have followed 
the example of Oxford. In corroboration of this argument, it appears from 
a letter of Erafmus Lewis to .Swift §, that Bolingbroke, at this period, courted 

* See Memoires tic Berwick. t See Maepherfon's Papers, vol. 2. p. 520 

f Etoiigh’s Minutes of a Conference with —5 34 - 
norace Walpole, at Putney, Aiiguft 6 and 20, § Swift’s Letters, vol, 1. Letter 150. 

1752. 
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the principal leaders of the Whigs^ and Walpole * himfelf admitted that Bo- Chapter 8. 
lingbroke had held a meeting with them for the purpofe of arranging the terms 
of a coalition, at which he gave the moft pofitive aflurances of his good 
withes to the Proteftant fucceflion j but when it was infilled, that as a proof of 
his fincerity, the Pretender (hould be removed to fuch a diftance as would 
prevent his interference in the affairs of England, the minifter declared his 
inability to obtain the confent of the queen, to what (he deemed the banifli- 
ment of her brother. To jattempt to fathom the polities, and unqueftion- 
ably trace the defigns of the artful and unprincipled Bolingbroke, would 
be difficult, even at this time, when party prejudices have fubfided, ^d 
when many lights have been thrown on his condudl. But at tlic peri^ 
here alluded to, the talk was impradicable. How could the Whigs dif- 
criminatc whether his intrigues with Marlborough, and his attempts to open 
a negotiation w'ith foiue of their leaders, were intended merely to counteraft 
the defigns of Oxford, or to deceive them ; or whether his correfpondcncc, 
with Berwick and the Pretender, was carried on with the view to promote or 
frullrate their fchemes ? 

But fuch conjedlures do nojt ftriflly apply to the queftion in agitation, Refuted. 
Whether intrigues were not employed to let afidc the Hanover line, and 
to induce the queen to alfill in placing the Pretender on the throne ? I hat 
limple fad: is incontrovertible, and affords a jullification of the Whigs, and of 
thofe Tories who were friends to the Hanover line, that having knowledge of 
fuch cabals, or even entertaining ftrong prefumjitions of them, they fliould ule 
every means to defeat thofe attempts. They were bound in duty to propofe 
fuch llrong mealures as would awaken the Protellunts to a lenle of their danger, 
and force the queen and minillry to content to fuch ads, as were moft likely to 
lecure the fucceffion j and they were to come forwards repeatedly and conti- 
nually, that the paffions of men might not be fuffered to lleep, and that the 
clanger might be made manifeft to the difeernment ot the public.' They are Priends of 
therefore fufficiently vindicated for letting a price on the Pretender’s head j for 
confulting with the agents ot Hanover ; for advifing Baron Schutz to demand cated. 

»thc writ for the elceftoral prince to be called to the houie of peers, and for 
infilling that he fhould be permitted to refide in London, although Oxford 
told the duke of Kent, that to bring over one of the clcdoral faniil}', would 
be to brmg the queen’s coffin to her view. Here then is an ample iuftifica- 
tion of the Whigs, and of Walpole their zealous partilan, for lb dccifivcly 
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Period I. endeavouring to counteraft, in every legal maimer, the defigns of the queen 
1676 to 1714. and the Jacobites, 

The laft fix months of the reign of Anne, was a fearful period j big with 
itate'of al- alarms, during which the kingdom flood on the “ perilous edge * ” of domeftic 

faint. commotions and foreign invalion. The nation was divided into three par- 

ties, each differently interefted in regard to the fucceflion of the Hanover 
line. The Jacobites, hoftile and exulting; the Tories, difaffeded,' neutral, 
or lukewarm ; the Whigs, always adive, yet occafionally defponding, anxious 
to avoid a civil war, yet determined to hazard their lives and fortunes in 
fujiport of their religion and conftitution ; and it is impoffible to read the 
Stuart and Hanover Papers, in Maepherfon’s Colledtion for 1 7 1 4, and the 
Memoirs of Berwick, and of the duke of Hamilton, without (huddering at 
the' dangers which feemed likely to burft forth from the violence of thole par- 
ties, and the collifion of difeordant opinions. 

The earl of Chcfterfield was firmly convinced, that if the queen had lived 
three months longer, the religion and liberties of this country would have been, 
in imminent danger. The patience of the Whigs was nearly exhaufted ; 
their apprehenfions increafed, and induced them to form affociations for the 
proteftion of their religion and liberties ; the people caught the alarm ; many 
of the Tofies began to fee the danger, and to ad in conjundion with the 
Whigs for the general fecurity. 

At this important crifif, the queen was feized with a fudden ftroke of 
apoplexy, which took away her fenfes, and foon occafioned iier death. Al- 
though Ihe had difmilTed Oxford,, file had not yet nominated his fucceffor; 
and while Bolingbroke and his party were wavering, the dukes of Argyle and 
Somerfet entered the council chamber without being fummoned, and moved 
for an examination of the phyficians. The queen being pronounced in 
great danger, they reprefented that it was neceflary to fill up the place of 
lortf treafurer, and the duke of Shrewlbury was propofed. The whole board 
aflenting, the queen, during a lucid interval, delivered to him the white flaff. 
The i)rivy counfellors being fummoned, Somers, and other friends to the 
Proteftant fucceffion, made their appearance | ; and every precaution was 
taken to quiet the public mind, and to enfure the acceffion of the eledor of 
Death of Hahover. Anne expired on the firfl of Auguft 1714; and Bolingbroke 

<^een Anne, exprefles himfelf in a § letter to Swift, dated Auguft 3 ; “ The earl of Ox- 
ford was removed on Tuefday; the queen died on Sunday. What a world 
is this, and how does fortune banter us !” 

• Milton. } Tindal. 

t Li e of Lord Chcfterfield, p. 13.- -Letter § Swift's Letters, vtft. i. p. eo^. 
to Mr. Jumeau. 
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PERIOD THE SECOND: 

From the Acceffion of George the Firft, to the Commencement 
of the South Sea Scheme; 

1714 — 1720.' 

CHAPTER THE NINTH. 

General Stale of the European Powers at the Death of Queen Anne, zvith refpeSt 
to their Inclination or Capacity to promote or obJirttEl the Acceffion of George the 
Firji. — Slate of Great Britain.— CharaSler of George the Firji — not calculated 
to promote his Caufe. 

N O prince ever afeended a throne under more critical circumftances, and period II. 

with lefs appearance of a quiet reign, thanGeorge tlie Firft; whether 171410 17*9. 
we confidcr the ftate of the European powers, the fituation of parties in Great 
Britain, or his own charaxfter. 

Moft of the European powers were at this critical jundlure, from motives State of 
of prejudice, alliance, or perlbnal diflike, avertc to the interefts of -the cleftor 
of Hanover; and thofe who had not taken a decided part againft him, with 
the exception of PrulTia and- Holland alone, were indifferent, or incapable ot 
fliewing their friendfliip. • 

Although Louis the Fourteenth had guaranteed, at the peace of Utrecht, ’France, 
the right of the houfe of Hanover to fucceed to the crown of Great Britain, 
and on the demife of Anne had acknowledged George the Firft, yet it 
was well known that his attachment to the Roman Catholic religion, 
his jealoufy of England, and a fpirit.of magnanimity which he greatly affcdl- 
ed, would lead him to affift, if poffible, the unfortunate prince, whom 
he had once publicly received as the lawful fucceflbr of James the Se- 
cond. Though too much exhaufted by the late war, to follow his inclina- 
tions by any adtive interference, he connived qt the i)reparations making by 
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the Prclcnder within his dominions j and Ihould aijy domeftic infurredlions 
take place, fo as to, give hopes of fuccefs, he w;is ready to pour in the whole 
force of France to promote a refloration. 

Spain, at this period, was little more than a province of France, and her 
fovereign Philip the Fifth afted in perfect fubordination to the will of his 
grantlfathcr Louis the Fourteenth, to whofe affiftance he was principally 
indebted for the crown. He nourilhed a violent antipathy to the eledor 
of Hanov-er, and though prudence and neceffity induced him to acknow- 
ledge him king of Great Britain, yet his principles and wifljes inclined 
him to favour the Stuarts. 

John the Fifth reigned in Portugal, a prince who poflefled greater talents 
and adivity than any of the fovereigns oPthe line of Br^inza. But he was. 
already involved in a war with Spain, and though he had fome confidence 
In the promifes of affiftance from George, yet he depended more oji the me- 
diation of France, and was, of courfe, liable to be biaffed by the cabinet of 
Verfailles. 

The emperor Charles the Sixth, the head of the houfe of Auftria, dlfap- 
pointed as well as incenfed at the manner in which the peace of Utrecht had 
been concluded, maintained a gloomy referve with rerped to the affairs of 
England, and might fairly be fuppofed rather inimical than otherwife to the 
interefts of George, whole growing influence in Germany, he watched with 
a jealous circumfpedion. *He well knew that the party in England, which 
favoured the acceffion of the houfe of Brunfwick, was extremely weak, and 
believed that the Eledor himfelf was indifferent to his elevation, and on 
thefe accounts he was unwilling to offend his competitor by too great an op- 
pofition to his intereft *. In confequence of thefe motives, he refufed -f, at 
the peace at Raftadt, to guaranty the fucceffion of the family of George the 
Firft to the crown of Great Britain. 

The moft powerful among the German princes was Frederic William king 
of Pruffia, who was included in the entail of the ad of fettlement, and who 
had efpoufed Sophia Dorothea, the daughter of George the Firft. Upon the 
lirft ' news of Anne’s illnefs, he repaired to Hanover, and aflufed his father- 
in-law, the eledor, that he would affift him with all his forces to main- 
tain his title to the Britifli throne. But the Pruffian monarch had not 
yet eftabliflied, on a firm bafis, his great fyftem of military tadics, and his 
whole force could only tend to preferve the eledorate of Hanover, but could- 

* Maepherfon's State Papers, rot. ». p. 638. 
t Lord Townfhend to Count Starenberg Goerde, October 24, tfsg. 
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not afford any effeftual affiftance to the king of Great Britain in refifling ex- Chapter 9. 
teroal enemies, or curbing internal oppofition. *7 * 4 * 

The United Provinces, enfeebled by exertions above their ftrength, bending 
under a vaft load of debt, confidering themfelves fliamefully deferted by 
England, and unwilling to contradt new engagements which might again, 
expofe them to frelh dangers and new debts, yet were the only ftate who 
adted with fincerity and fpirit. Confeious that the reftoration of the Pretender 
would be followed by a ftridt union between France and England, which 
might prove dcflrudlive to their interells, they promoted, to the utmoft of 
their power, the acceflion of George the Firft, and received' him, as he pafled 
through their country to take pollefllon of his throne, with ever)' demonftras- 
fion of refpedt and affedlion. 

Ruflia was juft emerging from Afiatic indolence and barbarity, and riling RulHa* 
into importance under the amazing efforts of Peter the Great, who already 
entertained thofe jealoufies againft George the Firft, which afterwards nearly 
broke out into open lioftilities. But at prel'cnt he was engaged in a war 
with Sweden and' Turkey} and was not in a fituation either to obftrudt or. 
affift the acceffion. 

Sweden, involved in a deftrueftive war with Ru/Iia, Denmark, and Poland, Sweden, 
in which fhe had loft her faireft provinces, and feen her veteran Ibkliers either 
exterminated or taken prifoners, was no longer in that proud fituation which 
enabled her to give law to the north. Irritated* againft George the Firft for 
the claims which lie had begun to make on Bremen and Verden, Charles the 
Twelfth would have oppofed his accefilon, if his circumftanccs and fituation. 
had permitted. But he was at this critical moment refident in Turkey, ule- 
lefsly difplaying thofe inftances of romantic bravery and inflexible obftinacy, 
which charadlerifed rather the leader of a favage horde of Tartars, than a. 
fovereign of a great and civilized people. 

Denmark, under the wife adminiftration pf Frederic the Fourth, wSs juft Denmark, 
beginning to recover from the deep wounds inflidlcd by a Jong war with Swe- 
den, which ftill continued; her commerce langiiilliing, and the refources of 
the ftate almoft exhaufted. The king might confidcr the accefilon of his 
ally, who had long afpired to lhare the fpoils of Sweden, a fortunate occurrence. 

But Denmark was more likely to derive affiftance from George, than George 
to receive any effeftual fuccour from Denmark. Frederic was at the beft 
but a paffive friend, and only in a liquation to defend his own territories- and 
conquefts, and not to aft offenfively in hjs favour, 

Poland, under the feeble domination of an eleftive monarch, was declining Poland, 
fall: in the political fcale of Europe. Auguftus the Second was almoft a 
cypher, totally governed by Peter the Great, to whom he owed his re-efta- 

blilhment,, 
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bliniinent, aiul in no refpett fufficiently confiderable to afFed the fuccefTion 
in England. 

The ftnall fovereigntics, and petty republics of Italy, were of little confi- 
xlcrafion. 

The Pope, no longer a great teinjwral prince, took no aftive fharc in the 
general afialrs of Fhirope. Innocent the Thirteenth, however inclined to favour 
the Pretender, pcflcticd neither Influence or ftcciigth fufflcient to obftrudl 
the fucccfllon of the Proteflant line ; he could only offer an afylum to 
a prince, whole father had facrificed his crown to his religion ; and who, 
after being driven from place to place as an outcaft from fociety, thought 
himlelf fortunate in being permitted to hide his proferibed head within the 
capital of the ccclefiaflical dominions. 

Savoy and Piedmont, from their critical fituation between France and 
the Milanefc, and from the tranfeendent talents and militar}'^ fkiil of 
Icveral fovereigns, particularly Emanuel Philibert, and Charles Emanuel 
the Firft, had rifen from a petty principality into confequcncc. V idler Ama- 
deus, the reigning prince, no lei's ambitious and enterprifing than hi* 
‘great predecefl'ors, had followed their policy, in felling himfelf to thofc 
who bid the higlieft for his afllllance and alliance, and in making gradually 
fmall acquifitions, which increafed his ftrengtli, without giving umbrage to 
his neighbours, adling in conformity to a proverb, which he is laid to have 
applidd to the Milancfe ; “ I/nuft acquire the Milanefe j)rovince by province, 
" as I eat the leaves of an artichoke.” 

Of all the European fovereigns who had acceded to the grand alliance, 
Vidlor Amadeus alone had reafon to be contented with the meafures of the 
Britilh cabinet. Anne had zealoufly exerted herfelf in his favour, and 
obtained for him, at the peace of Utrecht, the kingdom of Sicily; that part 
of the duchies of Montferrat and Milan, by the ceflion of which Leopold 
had detached him from France, and the guaranty of the fucceflion to the 
crown of Spain, on the failure of the male line of Philip the Fifth. 
Yet thefe important advantages had not fatisfied the afpiring views of Victor 
Amadeus, His confort, Anna Maria, grand -daughter of Charles the Firft of 
England, and the next in fuccefliqn after the children of James the Second, had 
protefted againft the adb of fettfement, as contrary to her right by hereditary 
defeent; and he confidered the ele< 5 lor of Hanover as ufurping a crown 
which belonged to his fon. He, therefore, looked with an evil eye on the 
peaceful acceffion of George the Firft, and with that verfatility of politics 
that marked his charader, was already meditating a return to his old alliance 
with France, which he afterwards elFedled. 

*f Such 
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Such was the general fituation of Europe at the death of queen Anne j Chapter 9. 
Geoige had more enemjes than friends, and his foie dependance was plhced 
on the Ipirit and vigour of his partilans in England •, but the ftate of this ~ 

country was not fuch as to augur fucccfs. 

The reigns of his two immediate predeceflbrs had been ftormy, diftrafted State of par- 
with fa6tions, and opened a gloomy profped; of a new reign, under a foreign 
fovereign. The contending political parties, exafperated by long oppofitior^ 
ahd all the injuries attending alternate elevation and dcpreilion, exprefied 
their rancour in mutual accufation and virulent reproach. 

The Tories, who, though extremely powerful, both in refpeft of numbers 
and property, were cenlurablc for their arrogance, in pronouncing them- 
felves, exclufively, the landholders and proprietors of the kingdom, reviled 
their opponents as a fadlion which leaned for fupport on the enemies of tlit> 
church and monarchy, and on the bank, and monied intereft, which was as 
they faid raifed by ufury, and founded on corruption. 

The Whigs retaliated by charging the Tories, who formed the bulk of the 
nation, ami included moil of the country gentlemen anci parochial clergy,, 
with an attachment to the French, and hatred of the Dutch; with all the 
crimes with which they loaded the framers of the peace of Utrecht, and with 
favouring the interefts of Louis the Fourteenth, becaufc he fupported their 
idol the Pretender. It is a great injuftice however, to confound, as they 
did, the charafters of the Tories and Jacobites; for although many of the 
Tories had, from motives of pique or dilappointed ambition, as well as from 
affeition, correfponded with the court of Sr. Germains, yet it ilid not follow 
that they all uniformly entertained the feheme of reftoring the dethroned 
family : Yet the inculpation was not divellcd of all (hew of truth ; the ge- 
neral principles of the Tories tended llrongly to enforce paflivc obedience 
and non-refillance, and as they difapproved the dodlrines which occafioncd 
the revolution, cenl'ured by implication the Proteftant fucccfTion.. TTie Ja- 
, cobites too, difappointed in their towering hopes, favoured this popular 
mifapprehenfion, by endeavouring to conncCl the caufe and opinions of the 
Tories with their own. The flrong feature of dillindlion between the Whigs 
and Tories was, that the Tories were willing to have aflented to the re- 
fumption of the crown by the Pretender, if he would have embraced the 
Proteftant perfuafion; while the Whigs, armed with juft diffidence and dif- . 
truft, and confidering the political principles in which he had been educated, 
no lefs hoftile to their liberties, than his faith was to their religious perfua- 
fion, would admit of no compromife, nor on any terms agree to his refto- 
ration. 
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The Tories were reinforced by the Jacobites, wlio poflefled great credit 
abroad, and influence abhome ; who had acquired an unlimited afoendancy in 
the Clans of Scotland, full of refentment at the adt of union, which deftroyed 
•fhfcir indef^endence; and amongfl; the Papiils of Ireland, who formed the 
bulk of that kingdom, and were attached to their caufe by every tie of religious 
confidciation. 'I 'he VVliigs, to balance the influence of the Jacobites and Ca- 
tholics, had the afliftance of the whole body of Diflenters, who, irritated at 
the feverity of the fehifm bill, paffed under the influence of theTories, hoped, 
from a Proteflant monarch, and a Whig adminiftration, a repeal of that 
law. 

The” Whigs now raifed thenifelves from the defpondency into which they 
liad been thrown by the meafures of tlie four lafl; years of the queen, and 
hailed the new^ reign as the commencement of their triumph. TheTories, 
divided and irrefolute, concealed their chagrin in a fliew of fubmiffion, while 
4hey meditated new manoeuvres for the attainment of power ; and the Ja-- 
cobites, precipitated from the exultation of hope too fondly indulged, fub- 
mitted for the prefent, but refolved to embrace the firtl opportunity of break- 
ing into open rebellion. 

George the Firft, who, by the death of his mother, the eledrefs Sophja *, 
fucceeded to the throne of Great Britain, in virtue of the adt of Settle- 
ment, was ill calculated by nature, difpofition, and habit, to reconcile 
thefc jarring parties, and remove the unfavourable impreflions, which it was 
natural for all people to entertain of a foreigner, deflined to rule over them. 
He was already fifty-four years of age, and had been long habituated to a 
court of a different defeription from that of England, to manners and cufloms 
wholly repugnant to thofe of his new fubjedts. He w^as below the middle 
ftature, and his perfon, though well proportioned, did not imprefs dignity or 
refpedf. His countenance was benign, but without much exprefflon ; and 
his addrefs aukward. He was eafy and familiar only in his hours of relaxa- 
tion, and to thofe alone who formed hisufual focietyi not fond of attradling 
notice, phlegmatic and grave in his public deportment, hating the fplendour 
of niajefly, Ihunning crouds, and fatigued even with the firft acclamations 
.of the multitude. Tliis natural rel'erve was heightened by his ignorance of 
jthe language, of the firft principles of the Englifh conftitution, and of the 
i^pirit and temper of the people. Without tafte for the fine arts, except mufic, 
.or the'fmalleft inclination for polite literature, men of talents had no reafon 

• Sof^ia, grand-daughter of Jamesthe Firft, and widow of Erneft Auguftus,eleftor of Hanover, 
died the Bth of June, 1 714, only two months before queen Anne, in the 84th year of her age. 
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to expeA from, his influence, that patronage which had attended them in the : 
preceding reign. 

It was currently reported that meafures were preparing to evade the laws 
which excluded foreigners from honours and employments'. The example 
of William was not forgotten, who by his largel^ to Bentinck, Zuleftein, 
and Keppel, had given fo much umbrage, and George had leveral miftrefles, 
of whom two the moft favoured were expedted to accompany him to Eng- 
land, with a numerous train of Hanoverian followers, eager to ihare the 
Ipoils of the promifed land j to fet up a court within a court, and an in- 
tereft oppofite to the true intereft of England. It was aifo malicioufly cir- 
culated, that he was * indifferent to his own fucceflion, and fcarcely 
willing to ftretch out a hand to grafp the crown within his reach ; a report 
which materially leiTened his influence in foreign courts, and tended to pro- 
duce reciprocal indifference in the Englifli. But he had excellent qualities 
for a fovereign, plainnefs of manners, famplicity of charafter, and benignity of 
temper » great application to buflnefs, extreme exadtnefs in diftributing his 
time, the ftridteft ceconomy in regulating his revenue ; and, notwithftanding 
his military fkill and tried valour, a love of peace ; virtues, however, which 
required time before they were appreciated, and not of that fpecious caft to 
captivate the multitude, or to raife the tide of popularity. 

From this reprefentation, it appears that few circumftances concurred to 
favour his quiet acceflion ; and yet no fon eve< fucceeded his father on the 
throne, after an uninterrupted fucceflion of a long line of anceftors, with 
greater tranquillity than George the Firft. This fuccefs was principally 
owing to the abilities, prudence, activity, and forefight of the great Wliigs, 
and to the precautions which they had always taken, and now took, to pro- 
mote the fucceflion in the Proteftant line, with whom the Hanoverian agehts * 
in London concerted their mode of conduft, and to whom the elector of 
Hanover, from the firft news he received of the queen’s death, wholly xefigned 
himfeJf and his caufe. 
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T he queen had no looner expired, than the great officers of the realm, 
in whom the regency bill had vefted the executive power, together with 
certain peers, appointed by the eledlor of Hanover, in three inftruments 
written by himfclf, took upon themfelves, as lords juftices, the adminiftra- 
tion of affairs till the arrival of the new foverelgn, and fummoned the privy 
council. 

George was proclaimed king, with the ufual folemnities, in the cities of 
London and Weftminfterj no diforder was committed, or oppolition made, 
and the earl of Dorfet was dilpatched to carry to Hanover the news of his 
inauguration, and to attend him to England. , The proclamation took place 
with equal tranquillity at Edinburgh and Dublin. 

On the Sunday, when tbe-queen died, the parliament met purfuant to the 
aft which regulated the lucceffion. Sir Thomas Hanmer, the ^aker, being 
abfent, Bromley, fecretary of ftate, moved that the houfe Ihould adjourn to 
Wedneftiay ; but fir Richard Onflow oppofing this motiOn, from the confider- 
ation that time was too precious to be loft at fo critical a junfture, propofed, 
that ^ the houfe (hould adjourn only to the following morning, which was 
carried. The three fucceeding days being occupied in taking the oaths, on 
the 5 th the lords juftices came to the houfe of peers, and the chancellor, in their 
name, made a fpeech, declaring that they had, in virtue of the aft of fettJer- 
ment, and in conjunftion with the privy council, proclaimed the eleftor of 
Hanover king} and as feveral branches of the public revenue had expired by the 
demife of the queen, recommended the houfe of commons to make fuch pro- 
viflons as were requifite to fupport the dignity and honour of the crown *. 

Both houfes unanimoufly agreed to addrefles of condolence for the death 
©f queen Anne, and of congratulation on the acceflion of the kingj and 
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when, in the houfe of commons, the fccretary of ftate, in moving the addreis, 
expatiated on the great lols which the , nation had fuflained, Walpole fe- 
conded the motion, but propofed to add fomething more fubftantial 
than words, by giving affurances of making good all parliamentary funds 
and Onflow, member for Surry, c^ferved, that the force of the addrefs 
ought to confift, not in condolence only, but congratulations, and in 
afluring the king of their firm refolution to fupport his undoubted tide 
to the crown, and to maintain the public credit. The Whigs aded with 
extraordinary prudence at this crifis : For when the renewal of the civil lift 
was brought into tlie lower houfe, the Tories, under pretence: ctf extraor- 
dinary zeal for the new government, propofed one million, which was 
£.^ 00,000 more than the revenue of the late queen. But th’e king’s friends, 
apprehenfive that the Tories aded infidioufly, either with a. view to concifiate 
favour, or for the puqjofe of reproaching him afterwards, as oppreffing the 
nation by a higher revenue than his predeceffor had enjoyed, did not fecond 
the motion, and it was dropped. A bill paffed, fixing the fame turn which 
had been granted in the laft reign, with two additional claufes, moved- by 
Horace Walpole, for the payment of arrears due to the troops of Hanover, 
and for a reward of £. 100,000, from the trcafury,to any perfon apprehend- 
ing the Pretender, if he fhould attempt to land in any part of the Britilh 
dominions. 

The king having returned an anfwer tq thq addrefles, the lords jufticcs 
came again to the houfe of peers on the 23d of Auguft, and the chancellor 
intimated his majefty’s great fatisfadlion at the loyalty and affeftion which 
his fubjeds had difplayed : other loyal addrefles were made in reply j the royal 
aflent was given by the lords jufticcs to the money bills, and parliament 
prorogued to the a3d of September; and thus ended a feflion, which was 
conduced with a dc^ee of tranquillity and unanimity long unknown to 
their proceedings, and feemed to give a happy omen of a quiet and profperous 
reign *. 

During thefe tranfaftions, the eyes of Europe and the expeftations of Eng- 
land were naturally directed to Hanover. On the 26th of July, the eari of 
Clarendon, a zealous Tory, who was appointed envoy extraordinary from the 
queen, had arrived in that capital ; but it was not till tlie 4th of Auguft that 
he received his firft audience at the palace of Herenhaufen. At this interview 
the elector affedted to repofe the*higheft confidence in the promifes of the 
queen, exprefled a fenfe of the obligations which his family owed to her, and 

• Journals— Political State of Great Britain.— Chandler.— Tiudal. 
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profelled himfelf unacqiiia^hted with the demtind made by the cledfefs, of 
the writforcalfing Ms fon to the houfe of peers *. Crs^s, who had been fent 
with an afecotint of the queen’s dangefoas illnefs, arrived there on the 27th, 
and inftantly went to Herenhaufen with the letter from the p iv}^ council i 
and: on thef^^^ night three -f other expreffes came over, two to the king, 
and one to Clarendon, with the news of the queen’s death. On the receipt of 
l^is intelHgence, the king fummoned his council J and baron Pohiitz, who 
wa> at Hanover, adds, “ many people were pleaied to fay, that tlie cleftor 
hcfitatednvliether he Ihould accept of the auguft dignity j but for my part, 
t fancy that the voyage to England was more the fubje£t of the council’s 
dcliberatbn, than the queftion whether the crown Ihould be accepted 

When the council was over, he was complimented on his acceflionj and 
ga^ orders to make preparations for his departure, which he judicioufly 
delayed, that he might obtain from Englancf fuch information as would 
aflift him in the difficult talk of forming a new adminiftration, which he 
managed with great prudence and dexterity. 

George had already conduced himfelf with fo much adclreft, that Cla- 
rendon does not appear to have entertained the fmalltsft fui'picion of any 
dilinclination >to the Tories ; and Bernfdorf and Goertz, his two principal 
mioifters at Hanover, correfponcled refpe£tively with each party. Bernfdorf 
efpoufed the Whigs, Goertz the Tories, fo that each party entertained 
hopes of being called into office. Thq, expeftations ‘of the Tories were ftill 
farther railed by the condudt of Halifax, who, difappointed of the office of 
lord higl% treafurer, by the influence of Townfhend, propofed the formation 
of a motley miniftry, recommending, among other Tories, Bromley to be 
chancellor of the exchequer, and Sir Thomas Hanmer one of the tellers. 
The hope ^hat the king would accede to this, or fome other arrangement, 
and their “ dependance on real credit and fubllantial power under the new 
goyemment (|,” kept the .Tories in fufpenfe, and prevented their oppofing 
his cftablilhment. Yet, though the king did not feem averfe to their 
caufe, he appears at that very time to have formed, with the advice of 
Bothmar, his agent in London, an adminiftration entirely of Whigs, 
but of this he gave no public indication till after his arrival at the 
Hague, which occafioned a report, that he was not before decided from 
wMcli party he fliould feled a cabinet. At the Hague, the afcendancy 
of the Whigs was manifeft, by the publication of the appointment 
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Townfliend to be fecretary of ftate, with the power of nominating his col- Chiptcr lo. 
league. In fad, Horace Walpole *, the brother in law and confidential fecre- 1714. 
tary of lord Townthend, by whofe recommendation Stanhope was afterwards *- 
alibciated with Townfliend as fecrctary, pofitivcly denies that it was ever the 
king’s intention to form a Tory adminiflfation. 

The rnoft agreeable accounts being tranfmitted by Bothmar, that things 
W'ore a favourable appearance, the king continued a fortnight at the Hague, 
receiving the affediohate congratulations of the ilate's, and the conjpliments 
of the foreign ininifters, and fettling with the Whigs the mode of his future 
condud, and the members of the new adiuiniflration to be appointed on his 
arrival in England. . 

At fix in tlic afternoon, on the 18th of September, amidft a large con- Arrival of 
courfc of nobility and gentry, George the. Firlt landed at Greenwich. He die king, 
particularly diftinguiflied the Whig lords, did not pay the fmallcft attention 
to Ormond and Harcourt, and only flightihgly noticed Oxford, who was on 
the following niqrning admitted to kifs his hand. 

The appointment of the new adminiftration had been already announced New mini- 
by jirevious arrangements. The lords of the regency declared Addifon their 
fecretary, and ordered all ditpatches to be forwaixled to him ; to the great mor- 
tification of Bolingbroke, who w'as obliged to Hand at the door of the coun- 
cil with his [.apers, without obtaining admittance. On the 28th of Auguft, 
an exprefs had arrived from Hanover, bearing orders fi-om the king for 
retiv ving Bolingbroke from his office of fecretary of flatej the difmiffion w'as 
attended with evident marks of difjiJeafure from the lords of the regency, 

Slirewfbury, Somerfet, and Cowper taking the feals, and locking the doors at 
his office ; and on the 1 7 th of September, before the king’s arrival, Townfliend 
was fworn principal fecretary of ftate in his place. Stanhope was appointed 
the ctlicr fecretary; Cow'per, lord chancellor; Marlborough, commander in 
cliief; Wharton, privy teal; Sunderland, lord lieutenant of Ireland ; Halifax, 
firfl lortl commiflioner of the treafury ; Devonfliire, lord flcward of the 
hoiitehoki ;• Orford, (irft lord comniiffioner of the admiralty ; Somerfet, 
mailer of the horfe ; Walpole, paymafter of the forces, and m:uiy of his 
friends provided for in fubordinate offices. The principal employments 
were filled vvith Whigs ; S^evvfbury, who had been the oftenfible means 
of defeating the fcliemcs ol^olingbroke, having religncd the high trufts 
of lord ireafurer, and lord lieutenant of Ireland, vvas conllituted groom 
lof the Hole; and the only Tory who was admitted into a high department, 

• Letter to Etougli, September 31 , 175s. Correfpoiidence, Perioti II. 
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and treated with any degree of confidence, was Nottingham, who was de- 
clared prelident of the council. A new privy council was appointed, and a 
cabinet formed, confifting principally of Marlborough, Nottingham, Sunder- 
land, Halifax, ToWnfhend, Cowper, Stanhope, and Somers, who, on account 
of his increaling infirmities, was incapable of filling any aftive department. 

The King, or rather Townlhend and Walpole, to whom the formation of 
the new miniftry was principally attributed, have been feverely cenfured for 
excluding the Tories, and confining all places of truft and confidence exclu- 
fivcly to the Whigs, thus making the monarch the leader of a party, inftead 
of fovereign of his people at large. 

It may not be improper to remark, that in treating of paft events, waiters 
are too apt to form a judgment of things according to principles of theoretical 
^ftice or fancied perfedtion, without confidering the temper of the times, or 
making fufficient allowance for the powerful operation of opinions and pre- 
judices. When we confult contemporary accounts, we find that fo great was 
the inveteracy which fubfifted between the Whigs and Tories, that neither 
would have been content with lefs than the whole power j and fuch was the 
temper of the nation at the time of the king’s acceflion, and the animofity 
derived from the clafli of civil and religious opinions, that it would liave 
been impratflicable to form a liable coalition between the two parties. In 
fafk, the feheme of uniting the Whigs and Tories was incompatible ; for even 
io late as 1 742, when Pulteney attempted to form his new adminiftration on 
an extended and liberal principle, he would not venture to introduce many 
Tories i he declared that the bafis of the miniftry muft be a Wliig trunk en- 
grafted with Tory branches ; and that gradually the grafts would become more 
and more numerous and thriving. Nor was it till 1744, when the jundlion 
ludicroufly called the Broatl Bottom was arranged, that the great bodies of 
Whigs and Tories could be brought heartily to coalefcc. 
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CHAPTER THE ELEVENTH: ' 

1714^ — 1710. 

Rife and Character of Lord Townjhend. -^Intimacy vaith Waif ole. —‘fdeeting of 
the new Parliament. — Walpole takes the Lead.—^Draws up the Report of the 
fecret Committee.— ^Manages the Impeachment of Rolingbroke-^ Ormond and 
Oxford. — Motives for that ConduEl. — Rebellion. — His ' Activity and Services. 

-—Appointed Firf Lord of the 'freafury, and Chancilhir ff the Etoc^e^ierr-— 

Proceedings in Parliament. — 'Trial and Execution of the Rebels, 

C HARLES Vifcoiint Towiiftiend, who now took the lead in the Charaaerof 
adminiftration, was eldeft fon of Sir Horatio Townlhend, who was fo l ownf- 
Iiighly inftruriiehtal in forwarding the reftoration of Charles the Second* 
that in 1682 he was created a peer. Charles took his feat in the hoiife 
of peers in 1696, and being of a Tory family, attached himfclf fo ftrongly 
to that party, that he figned the proteft refpedting the impeachment of the 
Whig lords. But his zeal for the Tories foon abated, and even took a contrary 
^edlion, to which the reprefentations and conduft of his fnend. W atpdie 
greatly contributed. He then attached himfelf to Somers, and aAed fo cordially 
with the Whigs, that when William formed a new adminiftration, principally 
compofed of that party, a rumour was confidentially circulated, that he was 
appointed privy feal *. In 1706, he was nominated one of the commiftioners 
for fettling the union with Scodand 5 in 1707, captain of the yeomen of the 
queen’s guard, and in 1 709, accompanied the duke of Marlborough to Gertroy- 
denberg, as joint plenipotentiary, to opena negotiation for peace with France ; 
he was deputed in the fame 5fcar embaffador extraordinary to the ftates gene- 
ral; and concluded with them the barrier treaty. Soon after the change of 
the Whig adminiftration he refigned his embaffy, was removed from his 
poll of captain of the yeomen, and cenfured by the Tory houfe of com- 
mons for having figned that treaty. During the early part of the reign of 
queen Anne, on account of his youth, he had adted only a fubordinatc 
part, and was not confide^ed as one of the great leaders of the Whig 

• Letter from Henry Bland to Robert Walpole, February 3, Tjoi-%. Orford Papers. 
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intereft, but towards the clofc of that reign, his fei:\'ices and dccillve condu( 5 l 
raifed his confequence ; and he gained great acceflion of cliarafter, with his 
party, on being profecuted at the lame time with the duke of Marlborough. 

Though naturally of How parts, he had acquired from long experience, the 
talent that rendered him an able man of bufinefs, which was the foie objedl 
of his ambition ; he was rough in manners, impatient of contradiction, of a fan- 
guine difpofttion, impetuous, and overbearing; though inelegant in language, 
and often per}>Iexed in argument, yet he fpokc lenfibly, and with a thorough 
knowledge of his fubjeCt He was generous, highly difinterefted, of un- 
blemilhed integrity, and unfullied honour : initiated in diplomatic tranfac- 
tions during the congrefs at Gertruydenberg and the Hague, he cherifhed 
too great an attachment to negotiation, and fond of vilionary fchemes, was 
too apt to propofc bold and decifive meafures, which the more temj>erate and 
pacific difpofition of Walpole w'as continually employed in counteracting. 

During the two months, which immediately preceded the queen’s death, 
and the interval which enfued between that event and the arrival of the king, 
he feems'to have fecured and governed Bothmar, and the other Hanoverian 
agents in England ; to have fupplanted Sunderland and Halifax, and to have 
obtained the entire confidence of the king, of which he had previoufly acquired 
a very diftinguillied fhare, by his great reputation for integrity and talents, 
by the recommendation of penfionary Heinfius, Slingelandt, and other leading 
men of the Dutch republic, and by bis uniform adherence to the cauf^%f 
the Proteftant fucceffion. 

An early and intimate connection had been formed between Townfliend 
and Walpole ; they were dittantly related, neighbours in the fame county, 
and educated at the lame fchool ; they joined the fame party, aCted vinder 
the fame leaders, underwent the fame pcrfecutions, and co-operated in the 
fame oppofition. The marriage which Towmlliend had contracted with Do- 
rothy Walpole, in 1 713, drew clofer the bonds of amity, and added an union 
of blood to the connection of party. Walpole had performed too many 
cflential fervices to the Hanover family, and was too able a fpeaker in the 
houfe of commons, not to occupy a diftinguillied lituariop at the accef- 
fion of George the Firft, and his connection with Townlhend facilitated his 
promotion. Soon after the landing of the king, he w'as appointed, as I have 
already mentioned, paymaftcr general of the forces, to' which was added the 

* Lord OiefterfieJd's Letters to his Son, vol. a. p. 258. 
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paymafterfliip of Chelfea hofpital •, very lucrative employments, in which he 
confiderably improved his fortune. 

A diflblutiou taking place on the 5th of January, the new parliament met 
on the 17th of Marcli, and a great majority were Whi^. The temper of 
the governing party, in regarei to the profecution of the Tories, and the refa- 
lution of calling the late minilliy to account, evidently appeared from the 
proclamation for diflblving the parliament. The addrefs of the lords con- 
tained expreflions highly injurious to the queen’s memory, and warmly con- 
demned the peace, and meafures of the late adminiftration. But the addrefs 
of the commons was Hill llronger. “ The fpeaker having reported to the houfe 
the king’s fpcech, Walpole expatiated upon the great happinefs of the nation, 
by his majefty’s feafonable acceflion to the crown j recapitulated the mifma- 
nagements of the four laft: years, and concluded with a motion for an ad- 
drefs of thanks to the king, conformable to the feveral heads of the fpeech 
The motion being carried with only one diflenting voice, it was drawn up 
by Walpole, and contained thefe ftrong expreflions j- : “ It is with juft; re- 
fentment we obferve, that the Pretender flill rcfides in Lorrain, and that he 
has the prefumption, by declarations from thence, to (Hr up your majefty’s 
fubjedls to rebellion ; but that which raifes the utmoft; indignation of your 
commons is, that it appc.ars therein, that his hopes were built upon the mea- 
furcs that had been taken for fome time paft in Great Britain. It fliall 
be our bufuiefs to trace out thofe meafures wfiereon he placed his hopes, 
and to bring the authors of them to condign punijhment." Part of this addrefs 
being warmly oppoled by the Tory members, on tlie grounds of its being a 
reftebtion on the late queen : Walpole oblerved, “ that nothing was farther 
from their intentions, than to afperfe the late queen j that they rather de- 
figned to vindicate her memory, by expofing and punifliing thofe evil coun- 
fellors, who had thrown on that good, pious, and well-meaning princefs, all 
the blame and odium of their counfels.” He added, “ that they muff dif- 
tinguilh between cenfuring minifters, and condemning the peace in general, 
and condemning particular perfons. That they might, in equity and jultice, 
do the firft, becaufe the whole nation was aircaily fendble that ihtir honour 
and true intcrelt had been facrificed by the late peace ; that in due time 
they would call them to account, who made and advifeil fuch a peace ^ but 
God forbid they (liould ever condemn any perfon unheard.” 

Walpole Ihewcd, in a fublequcnt debate, his judgment no lefs than his 
zeal. For when Sir William Wyndham endeavoured to prove that the 

• Journals. f Chandler. t Chandler. 
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king’s proclamation was of dangerous confcquences to the veiy being of par- 
liament, and being called upon to explain himfelf, but refufing, many mem- 
bers exclaimed, “ To the Tower! To the Tower!” Walpole, forefeeing 
that he would acquire popularity, fliould that meal'ure be adopted, obferved’^ 
” I am not for gratifying the defirc which the member, who occafions this 
great debate, (hews of being Tent to the Tower j it would make him too 
eonfidcrable: but as he is a young man of good parts, who fets up for a 
warm champion of the late miniftr)', and one who was in all their fecrets, 
J would with him to be in the houfe when we inquire into the conduA of 
his friends, both that he may have an opportunity to defend them, and be a 
vvitnefs of the fairnefs with which we fliall proceed againft thole gentlemen ; 
and that it may not be livid, that wc take any advantage againll them 
It was principally owing to his influence, that although Sir William W) Jicl- 
ham continued to refufe making any explanation, he was only ordered to be 
reprimanded by the fpeaker. 

The threats of the addrefs, which implied a refolution of profecuting tlut 
late mlnillers, were loon carried into execution. I'he papers of Bolingbroke, 
Stratford, and Prior, having been feized and examined, fecrctary Stanhope 
prelented to the houfe of commons, thofe which related to the negotiations 
for peace . and commerce ; and a committee of fecrecy, confilling of twenty- 
one members, being appointed to examine if there was any juft caufe of im- 
peacliment, Walpole was nominated chairman, and took the lead in the 
whole buflnefs. He drew up the maflerly report, which is remarkable for 
perlpicuity of fl} le, method of arrangement, and for digelling, in fo Ihort a 
compafs, fuch a mafs of materials. William Shippen having triumphantly 
infinuated, that noewithftanding the clamour which had been raifed againll 
the late minillry, the fccret committee would not be able to bring any proofs 
of their guilt, Walpole indignantly, though intemperately obferved, that he 
wanted words to exprefs the villany of the late Frenchified minillry ; and 
it was judged proper to hallen the report. Accordingly, on the 9th of June, 
only two months after the houfe had ordered the committee to reduce the 
papers into order, Walpole read the report, which he continued without in- 
teraiption five hours. 

It was divided into two parts. The firft ftated the cliandefline nego- 
tiations with Mefnager, the French plenipotentiary, which produced two 
fets of preliminary articles i the one private and fpecial, for Great Britain, 
only, the other general, for all her allies ; the deceitful offers of the French 
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plenipotentiaries at Utreclit, with the connivances of the miniftry; tlie neg'o- Chapter ii. 
tiation in regard to the renunciation of the Spanifli monarchyi the fufpen- *7*4t®*7*6. 
Con of ai'ms ; the feizure of Ghent and Bruges by the duke of Ormond, and ' ■ 
his adting in concert with the French general j the journey of Bohngbrokc 
to France, for arranging a feparatc pea^e-, the negotiations of Shrewtbury and 
Prior, and the precipitate conclulion of the treaty of Utreclit, with a view 
of criminating the minifters for having delcrtcd their allies, and betrayed the 
interefts and honour of their country. The fecond part Hated, their fecret 
tranfadtions with the Pretender; a letter from Oxford to the queen, contain- 
ing a brief account of public atfairs from Auguft 6, 1710, to June 8, 1714; 
the deiertion of the Catalans, and fome other papers of lels importance *. 

On the conclufion of the report, Sir Thomas Flanmer moved, that the Impeach- 
confideration flioukl be adjourned to the 2 ill; and being leconded by the 
friends of the late adminillration, Walpole obferved, “ he could not but OiTford, and 
wonder, that thofc gentlemen who Ihewed fo much impatience to have the Strafford, 
report laid before the houfc, Ihould now prefs for adjourning the confidera- 
tion of it. That as for the committee of fecrecy, as they had not yet gone 
through all the branches of their Inquiry, he could luve wilhed ibme longer 
time had been allowed to perufe and digeft leveral important papers. That 
for this purpofe, they would have deferred three weeks or a month, the laying 
their report before the houle ; but that I'ome gentlemen liaving refledled on 
the pretended flownels of the committee. Cnee the laid report was now be- 
fore them, they mull e’en go through witli it -f'.” TJie motion of Sir Thomas 
Hanmer being negatived, Walpole imiieachcd Bolingbroke of high trealbn, 
and other crimes and mildeincanors ; and the qucllion being carried with only 
a flight oppoCtion of two members. Lord Coainglby Hood up and (aid, “ The 
worthy chairman of the committee has impeached tlie hand, but I impeach the 
head ; he has impeached the clerk, I impeach the inaHcr ;” and immediately 
impeached Robert earl of Oxford and Mortimer, of high treafon. Oil tlie 
2 iH of June, Stanhope alfo impeached Strafford of high' crimes and milde- 
meanors. 

The current of opinion ran fo violently againH tlie late admini lira (ion, t liat Walpole 
thefe profccutions were carried without much difficuky, and with little op- 
poCtion. The drawing up of the articles of impeachment was entvulled to penclmuut. 
the committee of fecrecy, and confequently to Walpole, who, In conj unci ion 
with Stanhope, how principally diredled the houfc of commons. The artl- 

• Reports of the fecret committee, in the Vol.i.p. 164.10 269.-— Timlal, vol. iS. p. 246 
Journals. Abftrad of the fecret committee, to 288. 
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des of impcadiment were feverally carried up to the houfe of lords, Ormond 
and Bolingbroke having abfcondcd, were attainted. Oxford aded a more 
manly- part, fupported his profecution, and defended his condudl with dig- 
nity and moderation, and made a calm and firm anfwer to the accufation of 
the commons. His defence being tranfmitted by the lords, was read in the 
lower houle, wliere Walpole animadverted on it with great acrimony, and 
drew up a replication. 

Tlie profecution of the leaders of the late adminiftration has been con- 
flantiy, and in fonic degree jullly, held up by the Tory hiftorians as a ftrik- 
ing jjroot of the fpirit of party-refentment and party-vengeance, and no lefs 
confrantly defended by the Whigs^ The argument, however, which Oxford 
advanced on his trial, whidi his partifans adopted in both houfos, and which 
has been ilnce urged in his juflification, that he had acted only in obedience to 
the commands of the queen, was more fpecious than folid. If admitted in 
the utmoll latitude, it would eftablifh the pofition, that thofe who gave pre- 
nicious counfels to the fovcrcign, might Ihelter themfelves under the lanc- 
tion of thofe very commands which they had didlated. If the voice of the 
fovcrcign is I'ulHcient to authorize the fervants of the crown in execution of 
orders, however illegal, it follows then that the crown would be arbitrary } 
and as the king can do no wrong, no minillcr would be rcl'ponlible for the 
abufe of the executive power. But there is another argument againft the 
impeachment of the late iiiiniders, far more convincing. It was forcibly 
urged by Sir William Wyndham, that the peace had been approved by two 
fucceflivc parliaments, and declared fafe, advantageous, and honourable j 
fliould it be even allowed that the meafures of the Tory adminiftration were 
contrary to the honour and interefts of the nation, yet with what pretence of 
juftice could minifters be ptinilhed ? our conftitution knows no limits to the 
power of the king, lords, and commons afl'embled in parliament j and though 
a fubfequent parliament may annul any laws which a former parliament had 
decreed, yet it cannot, and ought not to call any minifters to juftice for mca- 
fures which had been fandioned by the three branches of the legiflature. 
it is far^fiom my intention orwifii, to palliate the injuftice, or to fancfion the 
malignant I'pirit of party, yet I may be allowed to examine the principal 
motives which might have led men of fuch approved humanity as Townf- 
hend, Devonlhire, Stanhope, and Walpole, to adopt thefe fevere meafures. 
The Whigs were firmly convinced, that the late queen defired to reftore the 
Pretender, after her death; that Harley and Bolingbroke had, through the 
fecrct intereft of the Pretender and his agents, obtained the diimiliion of the 
Whig adminiftration; that, with a view to remain in power, they found a peace 
9 with 
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witliFrance tobeeffentiallyneccflary; and that to obtain that peace, they had not 
fcrupled to ufe the affiflance of tlie court of St. Germains, and the co-opera- 
tion of the Jacobites in England ■, that they had opened fecret negotiations 
with France, in con trad id ion to tlic leading principles of the grand alliance, 
and that, had not the death of the queen prevented their fchemes, they would 
have let afidc the a6l of fettlcment, and introduced a popifh fovereign on 
the throne ; and it muft be confeffed, that documents now become public, 
and then ftrongly fufpefted by the Whig leaders, place thefe fads in fo clear 
a light, as to render them abfolutely incontrovertible. 

The imprudent condud of the Pretender increafed the animofity of the 
Whigs, and haftened the prolecution of his fuppofed adherents. His mani- 
fefto, dated Augull 29, 1 7 14, tent to fome of the principal minifters, contained 
thefe remarkable expreffions : “ Upon the death of the princefs our filler, of 
iv/wfe good intentions towards ns, we could not for fome time pajl ivell doubt ; and 
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t/ds was the reafon we then fat fill, expeding the good eft'eds thereof, W'hich 
were unfortunately prevented her deplorable death Although from 
the very nature of the tranfadion, and the fuppreflion of many papers, they 
could not procure luch legal proof as w'ouki be admitted in a court of jullice 
on the condemnation of a criminal, yet the collateral evidence was fo con- 
vincing, as not to admit of the fmallell doubt. It mull, however, be con- 
feffed, that that part of the report which infers the intention of the late mi- 
niftry to reltore the Pretender, is extremely weak, founded only on vague 
conjedure and circumllantial evidence ; they could not, therefore, venture to 
lay any great llrcfs on liicli affertions, as proofs of high treafon, but grounded 
their prolecution on the public events which related to the peace. I'hough 
animated by the powerful imprelllons of a high fenfe of national difgrace, the 
recolledion of an cfcape from recent danger, and all the Ipirit and refentment 
of party, they confined their attacks to a few vidlims ; they impeached only 
Oxford, Bolingbroke, and Ormond of high treaibn, and Strafford of high 
crimes and mitdemeanors. 

As to Bolingbroke, when Walpole brought forward his impeachment, only Bolingbroke 
one member Ipokc in his defence, and tliat member w.as a notorious. Jacobite, anamted, 
and when his flight was reported to the houfe, the bill of attainder againll- 
him paffed without a Angle diflenting voice. 

But the fituation and charadler of Ormond were far different. When Stan- Ormond de- 
hope moved for the impeachment of Ormond, Hutchelbn, member for fri"ndl*'^ 
Hallings, made a long fpeech in his behalf, and urged many palluiting cir- 
cumftances j and Sir jofeph Jekyll, whofe principles and condud had always 
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The debate continued above nine hours, and Orniond 
had fo many friends, tiiat his impeachment was carried only by a majority of 
forty-feven. The proceedings againft Ormond would not, in all probability, 
have been conduced with much afperity, had he preferved the moderation, 
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which, under his circumftances, w'ould have been becoming ; but, on the 
contrary, wliilc his conduft was under inquiry' before the fecret committee, 
he lived in an unfuitable ftyle of magnificence, alFefted to court popularity, 
and liuv with complacency his name made the fignal of tumult, and ditloyai 
exclamation. Even after his impeachment, Devonfliire had arranged for him 
a private interview w'ith the king ; but far from availing himfelf of this kind- 
ncls, and contrary to the promife extorted from him by his Tory friends, he 
withdrew from the kingdom, and precluded the poflibility of a return to his 
native country, by inflantly entering into the fervice of the Pretender. Hav- 
ing once embraced that delperate meafure, he was too honell and zealous to 
aft like Bolingbroke, and obtain a pardon by facrificing tlie interefts ot his 
new maftcr, or by entering into a compromife with his profecutors. 

The warmeft advocates for the Whigs muft admit, that in the proceedings 
againll the earl of Oxford, party refentment was too predominant. He cer- 
tainly had, either from inclination, fear, policy, or picjuc, defeated all the at- 
tempts of the Pretender’s friends, and had been one great caufc of fecuring 
the quiet fucceflion of the'houfe of Hanover, On the acceflion of George 
the Firjfl, lie had fliewn fuch unequivocal proofs of his attachment and 
triumph *, as difgufted his former friends, and there is not the leafl; doubt 
that had the queen lived, Oxford would have joined the Whigs, and exerted 
himfelf in favour of the houfc of Hanover. But it is a juftice due to Townf- 
hend and Walpole, to obferve, that they flrcnuoufly iniifted, Oxford Ihould 
not be accufed of liigh treafon, but only tried for high crimes and mifdc- 
mcaaors -b > and that they uniformly oppofed his bill of attainder, which was 
no lefs warmly fupported by Marlborough and his adherents. Oxford aefted 
with great magnanimity during the whole courfe of his prolccution ; and 
evinced a confeioufnefs of his innocence of the charge of having promoted 
the fucceflion of the Pretender, by abiding his trial. 

The multiplicity of bufinefs protradecl the fitting of the parliament 
till the 2ift of September. Before its prorogation, the tumults and riots 
which preceded the Rebellion had already begun. The earl of Mar fet up 


• “ The Dragon was thought to fliew more mob, and fonie of them threw halters in hb 
joy in proclaiming the king, than was confifU coach.” Charles Ford to Swift, Auguft 5, 1714. 
ent with the obligations he had received from f Corrcfpondcnce. Period II, 
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the Standard of the Pretender in .Scotland, under tl\e name of Jati.c 
Third. His party increafed, and became formidable from the nuiab../ vi 
difaffefted. In this crifis, the vigilance and acilivity of the iniMiici'j was 
aided by the zeal of parliament. The habeas corpus adt was fui'pcndc d. The 
earl of Jerfeyand lord Landfdownc were committed to the Tower i Su Wii- 
liamWyndham, * and other fufpeCted perfons of the houfe of commons, wer * 
apprehended -f ; large fupplics were voted ; a confidcrable botly of men 
. marched under the command of tlie duke of Arg\de, and troops were ob- 
tained from Holland, by the reprefentations of Horace Walpole, wdio was 
deputed to the Hague for that purpofe. The reader will find, in the hif- 
tories of the times, an account of the j)artial defeat of the Rebels under the 
earl of Mar at Dumblain, by the duke of Argyle, which cffedlually pre- 
vented their jundfion with thof'c in the fouthj tlie total route of their force 
at Prefton, by general Carpenter the landing of the Pretender in Scotland ; 
his Ihort difplay of mock dignity at Perth j his flight from Scotland, and 
return to France, and the final fuppreflion of the rebellion. To enter into 
the detail of thefe tranfadtions, does not fall within the compafs of the pre- 
fent work. It is fufficient tor the author of thefe memoirs to obferve, 
that vigour in counfels, exertion in parliament, readinefs to forward every 
liipply, to anfwer every occalion, and to facilitate the meafures of govern- 
ment, increafed the reputation of Walpole, and endeared him to his king 
and country. , 

In confidcration of his fervices and uleful talents, hew'as, on the nth of 
October 1715, appointed lirft lord commitfioner of the treafury, and chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, vacant by the death of the earl of Halifax, and the 
removal of the earl of Carlifle, w'ho had immediately fucceeded Halifiix. 
He was raifed to this high ftation at a very critical juncture } a rebellion in 


• The following anecdote, relating to the 
arrefl of Sir William Wyndham, places Lord 
Townfliencrs firmnefs of chara<ftcr in a coii- 
fpiciious point of view,— It was communi- 
cated to me by his grand fon Lord Sydney. 
When the intelligence that Sir William Wynd- 
ham was concerned in a proje(5lcd rifing in 
favour of the Pretender, was laid before the 
cabinet, the duke ot Somerfet, anxious that his 
fon-in-!aw. Sir William Wyndham, fhould 
not be taken into cuftocly, offered to be re- 
f|K)nfibIe for him. The minifters were in- 
clined to give way, for fear of offending a 
perfon of the duke’s confcqiience, who, be- 
fides his Situation of rnafler of the horfe, had 
great influence with the Whigs. The king 


was prefent. The proofs againft Sir W^^lliam 
Wyndham were fo ftrong, that Lord Townf- 
hend deemed it nccelliiry that government 
flioiild not a['>[)ear a/raid to arreft fiich an 
oflender, let his rank or connexions be what 
they might, and moved accordingly to have 
him taken into cuftody. Near ten minutes 
pafled in fiience before any one ventured 
to agree with him ; when at laft, two or three 
rofe at the fame moment to fecond him, and 
the arreft was decreed. As tlie king retired in- 
to his clofct, he took hold of Lord Tovvnf- 
hend’s hand, and faid, You have done me a 
great fervice to-day.’’ 

f See St, ate TnaJs, vol. r, and Hiff, 
gifter. 
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the kingdom i a fadion fecretly aiding and abetting the Pretender ; diviflons 
in the cabinet, and a difafFeftcd body among the Whigs, already preparing the 
fchifm which broke out in the enfuing year ; and in the latter part of his life, 
•he often adverted to the difficulty he now experienced in conciliating the dif- 
cordant members of adminillration, and fupporting the houfe of Brunfwick on 
the throne. 

The king’s fpeech ; the zealous addrefles of congratulation made by both 
houfes on the I’uppreffion of the rebellion ; the impeachment and condemna- 
tion of the rebel lords, took up the principal attention of both houfes, for a 
conlklerable time after the meeting of parliament, on the 14th of December ^ 
and the petitions in fovour of the earls of Derwentwater, Nithifdale, and 
Kenmure, were urged with fuch vehemence, and lb warmly fupported by 
feveral members in the houle of commons, as irritated Walpole, and induced 
him to obferve, “ I am moved with indignation to fee that there Ihould 
be fuch unworthy members of this great body, who can, without blufliing, 
open their mouths in favour of rebels and parricides, who, far from making 
the lead advance towards deferving favour, by an ingenuous difeovery of the 
bottom of the prefent horrid confpiracy, have rather aggravated their guilt, 
both by their fullen lilence and prevaricating anfwers ; the earl of Derwent- 
water,” added he, “ pretended, and affirmed, that he went unprepared, 
and was drawn unawares into this rebellion j yet to my knowledge, he had 
been tampering with fevera’ people, to perfuadc them to rile in favour of the 
Pretender, fix-months before he appeared in arms * and with a view to pre- 
vent the houle being troubled with any further petitions, which it was deter- 
mined to reject, \ValpoIe himlelf propoied an adjournment 'h to the ill March, 
as it vyas known that their execution was to take place before that time : 
the motion met with fo Itrong an oppofition, that it was carried only by a 
majority of feven voices. But Walpole proved his indignation to originate in 
virtij,ous and difinterelled motives, when he Hated to the houfe, tliat he had 
been offered £. 60,000 | to lave the life of one fingle perfon (the carl of Der- 
vventwater). He alfo fpoke, as one of the managers for the commons, in the 
profecution of tlie earl of Wintown, another of the rebel lords i and he feems 
in every inllance to have urged the neceffity of adopting feverc mcafurcs in 
the prefent alarming crifis •, a mode of condudl fo oppofite to the natural 
bias of his temjrer, which always leaned to the fide of humanity, as proved 
his full convidion, that too much lenity (hewn to perlbns taken in flagrant 
rebellioji, would at this period have proved dangerous to the ftate. 

* Oldmixon, p. 631. J Political State of Great Btitain, 1716.^ 

t Second letter to Robert Walpole, Efquirc, 30. Chandler.— Tindal.—Etough. 
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Much has been faid of the feverity fhewn by government to the people 
who took up arms in favour of the Pretender ; and from the accounts of the 
party writers, it might be fuppofed, that thouiands and tens of thoufands 
had fallen iacrifices to their miftaken principles ; that no clemency was fliewn 
to any of the rebels; no dillindtion made between the leaders and tlieir de- 
luded followers. But on a candid inveftigation of the faft, on the a\ithority 
of the perfons who have condemned thcic meafures, the refulr will be, that 
three lords were beheaded on d'ower-hill ; that the judges having found 
many guilty of high treafon in Lancadrirc, tivo-anJ-txventy were executed at 
Prefton and Manchefter ; that of a great number found guilty at London, only 
four were hanged *. Such w'ere the lenient proceedings againft the rebels, 
which writers, adopting a peevifli expreffion of the great Lord Somers, have 
magnified into the proferiplions of Marius and Sylla; and fafoinated by the 
metaphorical eloquence of Bolingbrokc, have taken in its full latitude his 
malignant^aflcrtion, “ That the violence of the Whigs dyed the royal ermines 
with blood -f.” In fadt, no government can exift, if all rebels taken with arms 
in their hands are permitted to efcape with impunity j and too great lenity 
under a new king, who was a foreigner, ftruggling againft a competitor 
claiming the crown by hereditary right, and fupported by all the Roman 
Catholics, and the principal Tories, would have been not only imprudent, 
but even inhuman ; becaufe it would have held up impunity to thofe who 
Ihould raife the ftandard of infurredlion in future. Nor did it ever happen, 
on the conclufion of a rebellion for a diljjuted fucceflion, that fo few facri* 
fices were made to the public fecurity. 


Chapter ii. 
1714101716. 


* Smollet, Vol, a. p^ju. f Smollct.—Belllium's Memoirs, vol. i. p. 113, 
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CHAPTER THE TWELFTH^ 

1716. 


llhiefi of IVnfpole. — IXecovery. — Septennial Sill. — Impatience of the King to vifil 
Hanover.— * Repeal of the reflraining Clanfe in the A£l of Settlement. — Mif 
mderjlanding between the King and the Prince of Walet, who is appointed 
Guardian of the Realm. — Departure of the King for Hanover. 


Illnefs-and 

recovery. 


May iith. 


Septennial 

bill. 


T H E adivity of Walpole’s exertions at this important period, and the 
great corporeal and mental fatigue to which they fubjefted him, 
brought on a fevere illnefs, which nearly hurried him to the grave. His re- 
covery was at length effefted, but its progrefs was fo gradual, that he was, 
for a long time, incapacitated from attending to the bufinefs of the nation. 
His reftoration to health was forwarded by a temporary retreat to his favourite 
refidence at Chelfea, from which place, he writes to his brother, in thefe 
terms : " I have been here about ten days, and find fo great a benefit from 
the air, that I gather ftrength daily, and hope as much time more will reco- 
ver me from the loweft and weakefl condition that ever poor mortal was 
alive in, and I fliall be able to get to town and do bufinefs again.” Con- 
gratulations on the recovery of a man, to whom the Proteftant eftabliflrment 
owed fomuch, and who was the foul of his party, flowed in from all quarters. 
Numerous verfes were made on the event, and Rowe, the great dramatic poet, 
did not difdain to write a ballad on tlie occafion *. 

l5uring this interval, the feptennial bill was brought into parliament. Al- 
though Walpole was not able to give this meafurc his fupport in the lioufe 
of commons, yet, as it had been previoufly arranged with his concurrence, 
and as he aifo conflantly oppofed the repeal, it has always been juftly confi- 
dered an ad of his adminiftration. 

This memorable bill, which is to be confidered as the bulwark of our civil ’ 
and religious liberties, bccaufe it effcdually fupported the houfe of Brunf- 
wick on the throne j was undoubtedly one of the moft daring ufes, or, ac- 


♦ See Colkciion of Whig Ballads, or Pills to purge State Melancholy, part 4 . 
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cording to the reprefentations of its opponents, abufes of parliamentary 
power that ever W'as committed fince the revolution : for, it not only length- 
ened the duration of future parliaments, but the members who had been 
elected only for three years, prolonged, of their own authority, the term of their 
continuance for four years more. The great body of the Whigs, influenced 
by thefe confiderations, were, at the firft propolition, averfe to the meafure, 
and did not agree togive their afllftance in fupport of it, till mature deliberation 
had convinced them of its neceflity. During the debates which took place on 
this occafion, the arguments of oppofition and defence, wi^re not unequal to 
the importance and dignity of the fubjeft. We, who live at this diftance of 
time, without being heated by the warmth of party, without fufiiciently con- 
fidering the temper and flate of the nation, and without weighing the pecu- 
liar circumftanccs which occafioned its introduftion, muft confefs, that in 
theory, the arguments of thofe who oppofed it, are tlie moft fpecious and 
convincing j but if we recur to the events of the times, and the ftate of the 
country, we muft applaud the witdom of thofe who facrificed fpeculation to 
praftice. It is the remark of a judicious author, “ That the a<ft of (ep- 
tennial parliaments was pafled, when- the kingdom was threatened with an 
immediate invaflon, when a rebellion had but juft been quelled, and when 
the peace and fafety of the nation depended on the ufe of this power by par- 
liament. Such was the opinion of the people at that time, and the adl met 
with general .ajjprobation, from the general convi<5lion of its neceflity 
That the neceflity muft have been great and evident, appears from the 
confideration, that it was fupported by men of the firft rank, independence, 
and probity in the kingdom j that in the houfe of lords, where it was pro- 
pofed by the duke of Devonfhire, there were only 36 voices againft it, and 
that, on being fent to the houfe of commons, there ir.is a majority of a64againft 
121. But whatever opinion might be formed of the juftice of the right 
exercifed by parliament, in repealing the triennial bill and fubftituting fep- 
tennial parliaments, yet it can fcarccly be contefted, that it has in cfledf t)cen 
highly advantageous to the well-being of the Icgiflature, and to the real in- 
terefts of the nation. The fpeaker. Onflow, who was no ill judge of parlia- 
mentary proceedings, was frequently heard to declare '}', That the palfing 
of the feptennial bill formed the era of the emancijiation of the Britilh houfe 
of commons from its former dependence on the crown and the houfe of lords. 
From that period it has rifen in confequence and ftrength. 


Chapter ix. 
1716. 


* Adams’s Letter againft Pain<*. 


t Communicated by Sir George Colebrook. 
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We who live to enjoy the benefits of an aft, which has greatly contri- 
buted to fet bounds to faftion, wdiich has relieved us from the mifehievous 
effefts of too frequent eleftions, and from the interference of foreign powers ; 
which has given permanence and independence to our councils, and prevented 
thole frequent changes of men and meafures, which left us open to every fluc- 
tuation of public fentiment, to every impulfe of craft and artifice, we ought 
not too fevercly to ferutinize the arguments wdiich were ufed in fupport of a 
meafurc recommended by the neceflity of the times, and w'liich fubfequent 
experience lias demonflrated to be no lets beneficial and prudent, than bold 
and decifive. The immediate efleft is bell afeertained by the unccafing clamors 
of a defperate faftion, whole hopes w'cre at once deftroyed by a ftep which 
placed at a great diftance the chance of influencing the public mind, and pro- 
ducing dangerous ferments by the accullomed means^ of popular delulion. 
Hiflory enables us to afeertain its more remote conlequences ; and whoever 
fairly cbnfitlers the permanence of peace, the energy of war, anti amelioration 
of jurifprudence which have refulted to the nation ; the willlom of counfcl, 
boldnefs of eloqueirce, and increafe of importance which have diftinguiflied 
the commons, fmee the period of its formation, muft acknowledge that many 
of the moft incftimable blefllngs of our conftitution are to be attributed to 
this meafurc, which originally appeared to invade its firfl principles. It is to 
be hoped, that there are few perfons who would delire to replunge the nation 
into that fevcrifli flate which attends frequent eleftions in cities and counties, 
and to revive that perpetual enmity which muft arife from the frequent agi- 
tation of contradiftory interefts, and the inveftigation of claims, which can 
hardly be once decided, before they are again contefted. 

Although a queftion like this cannot be decided by the opinion of any indi- 
vidual, yet furcly the judgment of lord Somers, the conftant friend of liberty, 
and the oracle of the revolution, is intitled to fome rel'peft, and the time and 
manper of giving it, render it peculiarly interefting. While the bill was iii 
agitation. Dr. Frieqd, the celebrated phyfician, called on lord Townlhend, and 
informe<l liim, that lord Somers was at that monicnt reftored to the full pof- 
feffion of his faculties, by a fit of the gout, which fufpended the efietft of his 
paralytic complaint. Townfhend immediately waited on Somers, who, as 
foon as he came into the room embraced him, and laid, “ I have juft heard 
of the work in which yoy arc engaged, and congratulate you upon it ; I 
never approved the triennial bill, and always conlidered it in efleft, the re- 
verfe of what it was intended. You have my hearty approbation in this bu- 
4 fincfs. 
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fincfs^and / think it 110111 be the great efi fiipport pojfible to the liberty of the couH' 

The Impatience of the king to vitit his German dominions now became 
fo great, '51s totally to overcome every reftraint of prudence, and fuggeftion of 
propriety, and imperioufly to demand indulgence, though the unfettled ftale 
of the public mind, from the elfeft of rebellion, hardly yet intirely fuppreffed, 
and the prejudice excited by the new mcafures, both of Icgiflation and |)ro- 
fecution, fliould have oppofed infupcraljle obilacles to his dclire. The mi- 
niflry were contiderably embarratlcd on this occalion ; and drew up a ftrong 
remonflrance, reprefenting the iiiconvcniences which would refult from the 
projedted journey. This remonllrance, however, not only failed of (uccefs, 
hut fo far exafperated the king, that he declared he would not endure a longer 
confinement in tliis kingdom. Under thcl'c circumftances, the minillry could 
not venture to make any further oppolition. Wlien the adl was pafled, which 
fettled the fucceflion on the houle of Brunfwick, it was accompanied with vari- 
ous reflridlions, limiting the future tbvereign in fcveral inftances. Some of 
thefe reflridlions had been repealed during the reign of queen Anne. But the 
claufe which reflrained the king from going out of the kingdom, without con- 
fent of parliament, flill fubfiflcd. It mufl be allowed to have been a neceffiiry 
limitation, aYid its continuance would have been highly beneficial to the true 
intcre/ls of England, For no circumftance more impeded public bufinefs, or 
more alienated the public mind, than the frequent villts which the two firll 
fovereigns of the houfe of Brunfwick made to the eledl orate of Hanover. This 
predilcdtion to their native country, was in them both natural and excufiiblc; 
yet, for the benefit of England, it ought to have been confined within due 
bountls, although it is not probable that the parliament would ever have with- 
held their confent, yet the neceffity of obtaining that conl'cnt would doubtlels 
have checked the too frccjuent repetition of the demand, and have prevented 
the abfence of the fovereign in times of public emergency. But at the prefent 
jundlure, it was confidered more refpeftful to obtain a repeal, than to fubjebt 
the fovereign to the neceffity of obtaining a parliamentary confent, ^r which 
meffages mull Irave been fent to both houfes, previous to eacli voyage. When 
the motion was made by Sir John Cope, to repeal the reflridling claufe, and 
feconded by Hampden, it pafled unanimoully, not a Angle member, 
amongfl many who w'ere diflatisfied with the fucceffion of the Hanover line, 
venturing to make the flighteft oppofition to the repeal of a claufe, which, 
however conformable to the hopes of the nation, could not but be confi- 
tiered as invidious and difgraceful to the new fovereign. The miniflcrs were 
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♦ Communicated by lord Sydney, and CharlesTownfli end, efqulre, who fretpimfly heard this 
anecdote related by their father, the late honourable Thomas Tow nil ktuI, ion of lord Townlhend, 
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often obliged to make the inoft prelling remonftrances, as well to prevent the 
abfcnce of the king, as to haften his return •, thefe remonftrances were often 
iiicfledlual, but always offenfive ; and Walpole, during the courfe of his admi- 
niilration, lamented an evil which he hatl in vain attempted to remedy, and 
wiiich nothing but the continuance of the reftraining claule, or an abfolute cef- 
(ion of the eledtorate, could have prevented. Some authors, in treating of thefe 
long and frequent abl'ences, have thrown out reproachful Cuggeftions on the 
framers of the afl of fettlement, for not infilling that a foreign prince Ihould 
refign his continental dominions before he ali'umed the ixifleffion of the crow’n. 
Such a provihon did not efcape the lagacity of the legiilators of the day, and 
w ould, moll probably, have been carried into effedl, but for the obvious cer- 
tainty that no prince would renounce the quiet pofleffion of his continental 
dominions, however fmall, to acquire the brilliant, but precarious dignity of 
fovercign of a large kingdom, expoled to the evils of a powerful fadlion, and 
the dangers of a difputed fucceffion. Thele confiderations deterred the 
framers of the bill from propoling a meafure, w'hich would infallibly have 
frullrated all their other efforts for the prefervation of our civil and religious 
liberties. 

This difficult point being adjufted, another queflion, of equal delicacy, oc- 
curred, which related to the method of carrying on the government during 
the king’s abfence. The moll obvious and natural method was the appoint- 
ment of the prince of Wales to the regency ; but this meafure was ob- 
.flrutted by an unfortunate jealouf)' which the king entertained of his Ion. 

This milunderllanding had already commenced at Hanover, before the 
death of Queen Anne. Sophia had often behaved to George the Firll with 
dillance and referve, and did not alw'ays confult him in regard to the affairs 
of Kiigland. She w'as extremely fond of her grandfon, and in feveral in- 
llances, of great importance, had adled in concurrence with him alone, and 
particularly, the demand of the writ for him to fit in the houfe of peers, as 
duke*of Cambridge, was made without the knowledge or againft the incli- 
nation of George the Firft. This preference of her grandfon, naturally 
created a coidnel's between the father and fon, which was afterwards increaf- 
ed by the artful propofal of the Tories, in voting the civil lift, that a fe- 
parate revenue of;^. ioo,OQp per annum Ihould be fettled on the prince of 
Wales. The motion was negatived by the influence of the Whigs -f. The 
eagernefs which the prince exprefled to obtain the title and office of regent. 


* Communicated by lady Suffolk, who ford. See alfo Chap. 8. and Clarendon’s Letter 

was then at Hanover, to the late earl of Or- to Secretary Bromley. Coirefpondence, period I. 
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augmented the difguft of the king. Confeious that he was inftigated In moft 
of his proceedings by the duke of Argyle, his groom of the ftole, whofe 
fafeinating manners and fpecious addrefs had gained a great afcendancy over 
the prince, he inlifted on the difmiffion of the duke. Under thele impref- 
fions, the king was unwilling to entruft him with the government, yvithout 
joining other perfons in the commiffion, and without limiting his authority 
by the moft rigorous reftrieftions. With a view of forming a regency under 
thole conditions, h.e fubmitted his wilhes, through the channel of Bernfdorf, 
to the council. Their aijfwer on this fubjed, declared, that, “ on a careful 
perufal of precedents, finding no inftance of }x;rfons being joined in com- 
miflion with the prince of Wales, and few, if any reftridjons, they were of 
opinion, that the conftant tenor of ancient pradice could not conveniently 
be receded from Although he relundantly fubmitted to confign to the 
prince the foie diredion of affairs, yet, inflead of the title of regent, he ap- 
pointed him guardian of the realm and licuienant^ an office unknown in Eng- 
land fince it was enjoyed by Edward the black prince -)'• 

Having made this arrangement, and removed the duke of Argyle from the 
houfehold of the prince, and from the command of the army in Scotland, he 
committed to Townlhend and Walpole the principal diredion of affairs, and, 
accompanied by fecrotary Stanhope, took his departure from England on the 
9th of July, and arrived on the 15th at Hanover. 
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CHAPTER THE THIRTEENTH: 

1716. 

State and Difunion of the Minijlry. — Cabals of Sunderland . — Intrigues and* Ve- 
nality of the Hanoverian Junto. 

W E have hitherto contemplated the miniftry in which Townfhend and Difunion of 
Walpole took the lead, in the higheft degree prolpereus and refped- ininiftry. 
able. It would naturally be fuppofed, that union and tranquillity in the ca- 
binet were indifpenfably neceffary to produce fuch wife counfels and vigorous 
meafures, but this fuppofition is not verified by fad. The feeds of cUfeontent 

• Letter from Lord Townlhend to Bernfdorf. Correfiwndence, Period If. 
t Political State of Great Britain, 1716,— TindaU 
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lunl already laken root, and were bringing to maturity by the petty intriguer 
;uui lellilh cabals of tliofe Hanoverian miftrefles and minifters who had fol' 
](,)vved the fortunes of the king. 

The principal perhan who fomented the difuniem in the cabinet, was 
Charles earl of Sunderland, whofc father, Robert, is fo notorious in the annals 
of this country, for his great abilities and confummate treachery. He had 
married Anne, fecond daughter of the duke of Marlborough, and had lerved 
under his hither-in-lavv, both in a military and diplomatic capacity. Th.e 
origin of the niiiiimlerflanding between him and Townthend, may be dated 
from the death of queen Anne. At that period, Sunderland, as the great 
leader of the Whigs, and in confidcration of his ferviccs to the Hanover fa- 
mily, was led to expert that he fliould be placed at the head of tlie admi- 
nilfration, and become the perfon under whofe auipices the new cabinet was 
to ,be formed. Bothmar had reprelentcd him as a man who had always 
fliewn more attachment to the king than any other. He had firft recom- 
mended Sunderland to be lord lieutenant of Ireland, and Townlhcnd to l>c 
fccretary of ftate j but on Sunderland's expreffing his defire to have that 
otlicc, Bothmar propofed that Townfliend (hould be provided in anotiicr 
place. This arrangement was firft fuggefted on the 13th of Auguft, yet, on 
the 31ft of the fame month, Bothmar expreffed his wilhes to Robethon, that 
it might be given to Townfhend, although Sunderland had afked for it *. 
In fad, the king was at this period influenced by Bothmar, Bothmar was 
rvliolly governed by Townfhend, and the new adminiftration was principally 
fettled by him. Although Sunderland was received with fingular attention 
by the king on his arrival, yet it is remarkable, that his name does not ap- 
pear among the lords juftices added in the lift communicated by Bothmar 
to the feven great officers of the realm. The afpiiing Sunderland, under 
whom Tow'nlhcnd had hitherto aded a fubordinate part, could not brook 
this preference ; though he did not openly (hew his dilguft, yet he fcarcely 
took any adive part in defending the meafurcs of government j he who was 
before acciiftomcd to make a confpicuous figure in every debate, leems to 
have rema’tncd almoft uniformly filent ; and from the acceffion of George 
the Firft, till ^le beginning of 1717, his name ieldom occurs in the pro- 
ceedings of the houfe of lords. He had been nominated lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, which he confidered a fpecies of banifhment, and as a place far below 
his expedations. Soon after the deatli of the marquis of Wharton, he was 
appointed privy feal. But his promotion to this high office did not remove 
his difguft. 

Macpherfoii’s Papers, vol. 3 . 


Nor 



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


8 i 


Tliis fpirit of difcontent had not been confined to Sunderland. Not- 
tingham, whole Tor}^- principles could never coalefce with a Whig adminiftra- 
tion, and whofe vehement interference in favour of the condemned rebel 
lords, had given offence, was difmiffed from the prefidentlhip of the council. 
Somerfet was removed from his poll of mailer of the horlc, on account of 
fome indilcreet cxprelTions on the arrcll of his Ibn-in-law, Sir William Wynd- 
ham. 

The earl of Halifax had ellimated his fervices and talents at fo high a rate, 
tliat he expelled to have been appointed lord high treafurer : created firll- 
commillioner, he was highly chagrined ; jior was his difgull removed by the 
garter, the title of carl, and the transfer of the place of auditor of the ex- 
chequer to his nephew. Inflamed by difappointed ambition, he entered into 
cabals with the Tory'lcadcrs, for the removal of thole with whom he had fo 
long cordially afted ; but his death, on the loth of May 1715, put an end 
to his intrigues *. 

Marlborough alfo was among the diflatisfied. ,;Soon after the death of queen 
Anne, Bothmar fays of him, “ He is not pleafed that he is not of the regency, 
and that there is any man but the king higher than him in this country -j- 
and his dilgult was not climinilhed after the king’s arrival : For although he 
was appointed commander in chief, yet he did not enjoy the fmallell fliare of 
power or confidence. George the Firft never forgot, that during the campaign 
of 1708, when he commanded the Imperialifts, Marlborough had contrived, 
that no troops or fupplies were font to the Rhine, but that the whole force 
was deflined for the army in Flanders, by which arrangement he had been ob- 
liged to acl on the defenlive, and could not dillinguilh his command by any 
lucccfsful operation agai nil the enemy. In conlequeiicc of this difinclination, 
Marlborough, tliougli commamlcr in chief, could not olUain even a lieute- 
nancy for a friend ; and he not unliecpiently rcquelled I’ulteney, who was fe- 
cretary at war, to folicit in his room, adding, “ but do not fay it is for me, 
for whatever I alk is lure to be denied.” 

'Fo thefe difeontents Walpole alludes in a private letter to his brother 
l lorjicc, on the removal of Nottinglianr ;{;. “ I don’t wxll know what account 
to give you of our li( nation here. ‘There (ire /forms in the air, but 1 doubt not, 
fhev 'willfooH be blown over." In this inllance, however, his prcciiftion was nor. 
verified ; Sunderland increaledhis party with a number of difaflecled perfons. 
He particularly gained among the Whigs, Carleton, Cadogan, Lechmere, atui 
Hamden ; courted the Tories j entered into cabals againll his colleagues ; ami 
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P«nodII. vvas prepared to ufe all his efforts, and employ any opportunities which might, 
j^i+to 1720. offer, to prejudice the king againtt Ihcni * ■, nor w'cre fuch means and oppor- 
' ■ trinities wanting. 

Rniovcriaii One of the greatcll difficulties which Townlhend and Walpole had to en- 
venalu). Counter, aroi'e from the management of the German junto, who principally 
governed the king. This junto, at his accelTion, and for fome time after, 
confiftcd of his two milireUcs, the duchefs of Kendal and the countcls of 
Darlinoton, and his German minillcrs and favourites. 

Cfjara cr txf . F.rengaid jMclcfina, baroncl's of Schulenhurgh, and princefs of Eherflein, 
*f*^K*'*^i-V* was tlie liivviuritc miftref's of George tlie Idrll, vvlien eledloral prince, and 
allcr his feparation from Ills wife, the unfortunate Sophia, princefs of Zell, 
he is laid to have efpouied her with his left hand, a fpecics of marriage 
not uncommon in German}'. Siic accomjianicd the king to England, and 
was, hi 1716, created baronefs of Dundalk, countefs and marchionefs of 
Dungannon of the kingdom of Ireland; and, in 1718, made a pecrefs of 
Great Britain, by the title of baronefs of Glaftonbury, countefs of Fever^ 
(liam, and duchefs of Kendal d', by which title flie is commonly known. 
Her influence over the king was fo conficlerable, that the diftorent parties 
in the cabinet, and the leaders in oppofition, paid tlie moft obfeejuious court, 
and even the emprels of Germany maintained a private correfjiondencc with 
her, with a view to induce the king to renew the conneftion between England.' 
and the houle of Auftria. This alcenciancy is the more lurprifing, when it 
is confiderecl that Ihe did not jioflcfs much beauty of countenance, or ele- 
gance of jierfon ; for the cle6lrefs Sopliia, pointing her out to Mrs. Floward, 
faid “ Do you fee that inaukin ? you w'ould fcarcely believe that flic has 
captivated my fon and according to Sir Robert Walpole, (whofe opinion, 
however, as he did not readily fpeak in any foreign language, and (he could 
not converfe in Englilh, mvift be received with caution) her intelleds were 
mean and contemptible. Money was with her the principal and prevailing 
confideration, and he was often heard to fay, Ihe was fo venal a creature, tliat 
fhe would have fold the king’s honour for a (hilling advance to the bell bid- 
der §. She affcAcd great and conlfant regularity in her public devotions, 
frequently attending feveral Lutheran chapels in the fame day. The minifler 
of the Lutheran church in the Savoy, refuled to admit her to tlie facrament ; 
but Ihc was received at the church of the fame communion in the city |j. 


• Walpole’s letter to Stanhope, July 30tli, 
1716.-— Correfpondence, Period .U, 
f Extinft Peerage. 

$ From Lord Oriord, 


§ Etough. — Minutes of a converfation with 
Sir Robert Walpole. 

U Etough. 
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I^is other miflrefs, whom lie brought over witli him to England, was 
Soj)hia Charlotte, of the houic of Ortlcn. She was filler of the celebrated 
countefs of Platen, millrefs of the eleftor Erneil Auguftus, and wife of baron 
Kilmanfeck, from whom tbe was fejiarated. On the death ol her hulband, 
ill 1721, Ihe was created countefs of Lcinllcr in the kingdom of Ireland, ba- 
ronels of Brentford, and counteis of Darlington *. She was a woman ot great 
beauty, but became extremely corjiulcnt as Ihc advanced in years. Her 
power over the king was not equal to that of the ducheis of Kendal ; liut 
although the was younger, and more accompliflied than her riv'al, leveral 
perl'ons about the court, conceiving her inllucncc to be greater than it really 
was, ineffedlually endeavoured to rife by her means. Her charadter for ra- 
pacity was not inferior to that of (he ducheis of Kendal. 

The I'lanoverian minltlers who had the principal influence over the king, 
were baron Bothmar, count Bernfeiorf, and. Robethon. Baron Bothmar liad 
lieen the king’s princijial agent in England during the Litter years of queen 
7 \nne. By Ins advice George had almoft uniformly adfed ; and it was yirin- 
cipally owing to his interpoiition, that Townlhend was entrufled with the 
cliief power, and became the head of tlie new adminillration. Bothmar now 
conceived that his ferviccs could not be too amply rewarded by the minitler 
to whole elevation he had greatly contributed ; he took umbrage on finding 
that his recommendations were often rejedled, and that fufficient refpedt was 
not paid to his opinion. 

Count Bernfdorf, of an illuflrious family, folid talents, and confidorabic 
experience, was the ininifter whom George contiiltcd in foreign ailairs. 
(.)n his arrival in England, he w.is anxious to incrcale ins contequence, and 
improve liis fortune. But finding his views oppofed by Townlhend and Wal- 
pole, he became dilgufttd, and joining with Bothmar and llic luitlrcfTes, was 
prepared to forward any attempt whicli might be made to drive them from 
the helm. , 

The party was larthcr (Irengthcncd by the accefilon of Rpbelhon, the Ling’s 
French kcrctarv. 'I his man w.as of a French retus'i c timi'v, and hccaniO 

j \. ' j ■ 

private lixaetary to king William, from whole (ervice !;>' entered into that of 
tlie lioufe of Bainiwick. He foon became contidefuial lecrefar\', fiiil of tlic 
duke ol Zell, and alterwards of George the Firil, when cicdtor of Flanovcr, 
and w.as the pca-fon employed in carrying on the coiitidential corrdpoadeiice 
with England -}'. 'I'liis priv.ate Intercourfe gave liim a conlidcrahlc afccnd.iiicy 
over Ills maftcr ; and being a man of addrds, great knowlctlgc of mankiiai, 
and well aetjuainted with tiic loading members in bothhoulcs of pariiaiucnc, 

• Extind Peerage. f Maophrrfon’i P.'|)crs, ve.!. z, 
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he was enabled to ad a confpicuous part. His fittiation with the king 
rendered him infolcnt and prcfumptuous ; his neceflities were great, and his 
venality was fo notorious as to excite the difpieafurc, and call forth the re- 
monftrances of Townfhend and Walpole ; confequently, he became their in- 
veterate enemy, 7.ealoufly promoted the view'^s of Sunderland, and attached 
himfelf to thofe who were labouring to obtain their difmiffion. 

To thefc perfons of oftcnfible confequence, mull be added twoTurks, known 
by the names of Multapha and Mahomet * ** . They had been taken prifoners by 
the Imperalills in Hungaiy, and had lerved the king wlien eleftoral prince, 
who was wounded in that campaign, with fuchzeal and fidelity, that he took 
them to Hanover, brought them to England, and made them pages of the 
back-llairs. Their influence over their mailer was fo great, that their names 
arc mentioned in a dilpatch of count Broglio to the king of France, as 
j)olfeflIng a large fliare of the king’s confidence. Theie low foreigners ob- 
tained confiderable fums of money for recommendation to places. 

Thefe millreffes, minillers, and favourites, coming from a poor elediorate, 
confidered England as a kind of land of promife, and at the fame time fo 
precarious a pofleffion, that they endeavoured to enrich thcmfelves with all 
poflible fpeed -j-. With this view they fold their influence over their mailer 
at a high price, and difpofed of all the places and honours which the king 
could confer, without the intervention of his Englifli minillers. Their ve- 
nality arole to fo great a height-, as obliged Walpole to rcmonllrate againll 
them } but the king almoll fandlioned the abufe, by replying with a fmile, 

I fuppole you are alfo paid for your recommendations Private emolu- 
ments, and concealed advantages, did not however fatisfy their rapacioufnefs i 
they began to aim at the honours of rank and pre-eminence. The ladies were 
defirous of being made peerefles; Bothmar and Bernfdorf, afpired to a 
feat in the houfe of lords ; while Robethon, alFedled to content himfclf witii 
the ti|le of baronet. To thefe pretenfions, which the condu£l of William 
had fanftioned, the adl of fcttlcmcnt prefented an infupcrable barrier. In- 


* Pope has mentioned one of thefe Turks 
in terms of approbation, in his moral eiCiys, 
Epiltlc 2nd, to a lady. 

FVom peer or bifliop ’tis no cafy thing. 

To draw the man who loves his God, or king, 

** Alas! I copy (or my drauglkt would fail) 
From HONEST Mah’met, or plain parfon 
Hale/' 

Portraits of the two Turks are on the great 


ft air-cafe in Kenfingfon palace. Lyfon’s En- 
virons of London, vol. 3. p. 103. 

f During the whole reign of George the 
Firft, after the refignation of the duke of So- 
merfefy no mailer of the horfe was aj>pointed ; 
the profits of the place were afipropriated to 
rfie diiehefs of Kendal. The emoluments of 
the mafterlhip of the buck hounds, were alfo 
referved for one of the Germans, 
t From Lord Orford. 
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lereft foon enabled ti;iem to difcover that the regulations of that a<5t did not Chapter 13 , 
extend to Ireland j the baronefs of Schulenberg was gratified with the title *7*®’ 
of duchefs of Munfter, and tlie Irifh eftablifliment loaded with penfions. 

But this advancement did not fatisfy that ambitious woman, who was lefs 

gratified by this title, than irritated againft Townihend and Wal|X)le, for Refifted by 

oppofing her demand of being created an Englitb peerefs. The minifters 

and fecretarjr, animated with a finiilar rancour, behaved with great infolence 

towards the leaders of the cabinet, infomuch that Walpole once, in tlie pre- 

fence of the king, rebuked the prefumption of 'an impertinent afl'ertion, by 

the ftern reproof, " Mentiris impudentiflime*.” In confequence of thefc 

ref)eated altercations, the Hanoverian crew endeavoured to countera(n',*'by 

their intrigues, the influence of Townfliend and Walpole, and infule into 

the king’s mind, fuch fufpicions and prejudices as, aflifted by other intrigues, 

ended in the difniiffionof thofe able miniflers, 

Thefe, and many other mifehiefs, which w'ere the neceflliry confequenees of 
the introduction of a foreign iamily, cannot be concealed or controverted. 

Yet, while we relate and deplore them in their full latitude^ let us not fo far 
forget the blcflings derived from the fame fource, as to overlook our elcape 
from {till greater evils. This event, which was occafionally produftivc of 
great inconveniences, was the price paid for the prefervation of our religion 
and conftitution. The option was ncceflarily made between Hanover and 
Rome; between civil and religious liberty, accompanied by temporary dit- 
advantages, or papal and defpotic tyranny, followed by lure and permanent 
degradation. 


* From Lord Orford. 
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1716. 

Acqiiifttion of Bt'cmen and Ver den,— -Alliance with France, 

Acquifition ■TTANOVER HOW became the centre of the moft important negotia- 
of Jtremen Jt~j, tioiis. The two great objedits of thcic negotiations were to comj)Icte 
and Verden. ^ acqpilition of Bremen and Verden, and to Iccure tranquillity at home, 
by .a flridl union with Trance. 

At the peace of \Vellphalia, the archbifliopric of Bremen, and blfhopric. 
of Verden, were ceded to Sweden. But their commodious fituation, between 
the territories of the houle of Bruniwick and the (ea, rendered them a defir- 
able objedl of acquifition to the dukes of Zell aiul Bruniwick, and thofe 
princes had formed feveral attempts to obtain polleffion, but had .alway.s 
failed of fucccis. At length George the Firft obtained what his ancellors 
could not accompUlh. Frederic the Fourth of Denmark, having, in 1712, 
conquered HoHlein, Slefwic, Bremen, and Verden, and unable to retain them, 
or even to refifl. the arms df Sweden, on tlie return of diaries the Twelfth 
from Turkey, found it prudent to cede a part, that he might not be de- 
privpd of the whole. He accordingly concluded a treaty, wlfieh though long 
fettled, was not ratified till tljc 1 7th of July, 1715, with George, as elector o! 
Hanover ; by which it was agreed, that Bremen and Verden Ihould be pur 
into the potTetTion of the king of England, on the condition, of }'aying 
f. 150,000, and declaring w'ar againfi; Sweden. Jn confcquencc of this treaty, 
George joined the coalition againlt Sweden, and a Brilitli fleet was, in 3715, 
difpatchcd to the Baltic, with the pretence of proteft ing our trade againfi; the 
Sweditli depredations, but for the real purpole of compelling Sweden to accept 
a fum of money as an equivalent for thole dominions. 

The king of Sweden, provoked at the condud" of George the Firft, and 
well aware, that in the capacity ot eledor only, he would not have joined the 
confederacy againll him, ilired'ted his efforts of vengeance againll the Eng- 
lifh ; his minifters at London, and at the Hague, caballed with the difaftedl- 
ed in England, and jireparations were making to invade Great Britain, with 
3L conilderable army, in favour of the dethroned family. 

Tire Pretender did not fail taking advantage of this tranfadion, to ren- 
der the new * king odious to Iris Englilh fubjeds ; and he artfully obferved, 

w 


• Tindal, vol, 18. p. 451. 
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in his new manifefto, “ Wliilfl the principal powers engaged in the late wars Chapter 14. 
enjoy the blclTings of peace, and are attentive to difeharge their debts, and 
cafe their people, Great Britain, in the midft of peace, feels all the load of a 
war, new debts are contrafted, new arnties are railed at home, Dutch forces 
are brought into thefe kingdoms ; and [n taking poJJ'effion of the Duchy of BrC' 
men, in violation of the public fiilh, a door is opened by the ufurper to let in 
an inundation of foreigners from abroad, and to rctluce thefe nations to a 
Hate of dependence on one of the molt inconiidevable provinces of the em- 
pire.” 

The advocates for Townflicnd and Walpole, have aflerted that tliey uni- 
formly counterafted the acquilition of Bremen and Verden, and that their 
oppolition to that favourite (ibiciH of Hanoverian politics, was the principal 
caufe of tiicir fublequcnt (.liigrace. But whatever blame or merit relults 
from that mcaiure, attaches to them ; for I difeover among the papers com- 
mitted to my infjxxHion, unequivocal proofs, that they approved, in the 
ifrongcfl manner, the propoled acquitition. Slingelandt, afterwards pen- 
fionary of Holland, and the confidential I'riend of lord Tovvnlbend, had 
declared, in a letter dated M.ut!i loth, 1717, “As much as the crown of 
Great Britain is ftiperior to the cledoral cap, lb much is the king interefted 
to lacnfice Bremen and Verden for a jieacc', rather than continue any longer 
in a war.” But I'ownlhend was fo far from approving the facrifice, that he 
oblcrvcd in anfwer; “ I am of opinion, that every attempt Ihould be made 
to induce the king of .Sweden to make peace, Without depriving him of any 
of his dominions littiafed out of the cmjnrc, for in regard to his German 
provinces, I mull tell you frankly, without any partiality to the pretenfions 
of the king, bxit fimply with a view to the intcreds of Great Britain and 
Holland, that we mull not fuffer Sweden to retain any longer thofe gates 
of the empire, which, fince the peace of Wcllphalla, fhe has never made ufe 
of but for tl’.e purpofe of introducing confufion and d'lforder, or of turning 
Germany from the purfuit of its true interells againll France.” And in 
another part of the lame letter, he adds, “ I Jay it down as a principle, that 
for the advantage and tranquillity of Europe, the king of Sweden ought to 
be deprived of thole provinces which have fupplied him with the means of 
doing fo mvich mifehief.” 

Horace Walpole, in his pamphlet, “ The Interell of Great Britain lleadily 
purfued,” has amply expatiated on this fubjedl, and explained the motives 
which induced his brother to favour this purchafe. “ It is the interell of this 
country,” he obferves, “ that thole two provinces, which command tlie na- 
vigation of the Elbe and Wefer, the only inlets from the Britilh I'cas into Ger- 
4 niany. 
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many, and which, in cafe of any difturbance in the North, are moR capable 
• of protedting or interrupting the Britifli trade to Hamburgh, fliould rather 
' he annexed to the king’s eledloral dominions, than remain in the hands of 
■Denmark, who has frequently formed pretenfions on that city i or of Sweden, 
wlro has molefted our commerce in the Baltic.” 

The next great objedt which the Britilh cabinet had in view, was to fccurc 
•the tranquillity of Great Britain, by forming fuch alliances with the European 
powers, as would counteradt the intrigues of the Pretender abroad, deprive 
him of foreign afliftance, and awe his followers into fubmiffion. 

Tow^fliend and Walpole were well aware, that the danger of invafions 
and interior troubles, did not fo much proceed from the efforts of the dif- 
affedted at home, as from the hopes of affiftance from France. If the pro- 
Ipedl of French intcrpofition could be removed, or the effedt counteradled, 
tranquillity would be the neceffary and unavoidable confequence. To attain 
that great end, only two methods could be adopted ; the one to form I’o 
' intimate a connedlion with the emperor and Holland, as to fet France at 
defiance ; and the other to fccurc the friendlhip of France, and to employ 
the public and private efforts of that power, whicli had hitherto either openly 
or covertly promoted the reftoration of the dethroned family, and encou- 
raged the efforts of the Jacobites in Great Britain, .igainfi; tluit very famih , 
and in fupport of the Proteffant fucceffion. 

No charge was ever more frequently or more violently urged againfl; the 
principles of the adminiftration, which Walpole either diredled, or in whidi 
he co-operafted before he acquired the power and influence of prime mini- 
fler, than that of deferting the houfe of Aullria, our natural ally, and of 
joining with France, our inveterate enemy. , I thall therefore lay before the 
reader the motives which induced the two brother minlflers to prefer, at this 
particular juncture, the connedlion with France to the union with the Houfe of 
Auftria. To I'ownflicnd and Walpole is undoubtedly due the cralit or reproach 
of liaving firfl; formed the projed of that alliance, and of having carried that 
fchemcinto execution, in oppofition to the opinion of Sunderland and Stan- 
hope, and in direft contradiftion to the firll views of the Hanoverian mi- 
nifters. 

The death of Louis the Fourteenth, on the ifl of September 1715, had 
given a new afpedt to the affairs of France and of Europe, and haflened the 
final conclufion of thofc complicated negotiations which the treaty of Utrecht 
had entailed upon a. Britifli adminiftration. Although, during the latter 
dayVof that bigotted and ambitious monarch, the bleffings of peace were 
the conftant ihemeof his converfation, a paflion for glory, and the frenay of 

war, 
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war» ftUi lurked in his heart,. His cabals with the mal-contents in England, Chapter 14. 
his connivance at the intcigues of Ormond and Bolingbroke at Paris, the 
permiflion of providing arms and ammunition, and the preparations mxiking at C— 
Dunkirk for an attack upon lingland, were too manifeft to efcape obfervation. 

Under thefe circumftances, tlie earl of Stair, who had fuperfeded Prior in 
liis embaflyat Paris, made fecret overtures to the duke of Orleans, who was 
Apprehenfive left the king of Spain Ihould wreft the regency out of his 
hands ■, and at a meeting with the abbe du Bois, the confidential ^ent * of the 
duke of Orleans, proiuifed him the aftiftance of England to fecure the re- 
gency to the duke on the death of Louis the Fourteenth, and his fucceflion 
to the crown of France, fliould the dauphin, afterwards Louis the Fifteenth, 
die without iftue. Stair reiterated thefe alluranccs in a perlbnal interview 
tvith the duke ; rvho iblemnly plcilged himlclf not to afliil the Pretender, 
and to demolifh tire fluices at Mardykc. I'he fame offers were renewed, in a Conduft of 
ftill ftrongcr manner, on the death of tlie king of France. Hints were at the the regent, 
fame time thrown out, that the true way to cftabliih a perfect undcrftiuid- 
ing between the two countries, would be to fend the Pretender out of Lor- 
raine, and his two adherents, Ormond and Bolingbroke, out of France. But 
the duke of Orleans had no fooncr fucceeded in annulling the teftament of 
F.ouis the Fourteenth, and fccured to himlclf the regency without reftric- 
tions, than he ceafed to exprefs himfelf fo warm a friend to George the Firft •, 
but while he gave aflurances that he would dcmolilh Mardyke, anfvvered 
nothing policive with refpedf to the Pretender, Ormond, and Bolingbroke, 
atid fecrctly affirted, or at leaft connived at, the invalion of Gre§i^ Britain. 

When thefe attempts of the Pretender had failed of fuccefs, and the ftand- 
ard of rebellion was overthrown, the regent found it his intcreft to court 
the fricndfliip of England, whofe affiftance might be neccfliiry in fecuring to 
him the crown of France in cafe of the death of I.ouis the Fifteenth, who 
was a weak and lickly boy. It was generally fidpeftcd that Philip the 
F'ifth would not think himlclf bound by his renunciation of the crown of 
France; and as Spain, under the adminiftration of cardinal Alberoni, was Ixr- 
ginning to awake from her lethargy, and to make vail preparations both 
by land and Tea, du Bois fuggefled that the foie |)virporc of thefe exertions 
was to alfcrt the rights of Philip to the crown of France. The regent ac- 

* Hardwicke State Papers, vol 2 . dc St, Georpre du Prcteiuianl. J1 y a deux 

f The fudden change of behaviour of the jours qu’il ctoit le dy d’Angleterrc par tout, 
regent amd his court, occafioned by the tup- et tout le moiide avoir lev cvle mafque. J1 n'v 
preflion of the rebellion, appears in lord Stair’s avoit plus un I’cul Francois, quad perfonho <lc 
Journal, A la.cour on eft tout etonne ; les la cour, qui mettoit le pied v.l)e7. nioy,’’ 
plus fages conunencent k traiter Je Chevalier liardwklse';' Stiirt: vol. 2. p. 550, 

VoL. L N cordingiy 
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cordiflgly renewed his overtures; but the king, incenfecl at his forni^.cqui 
vocal condinfc, would not cordially litlcn to his offers, and opened a ne - 
gotiation with the court of Vienna and the States General for a fqrarate dc- 
fbnfivfc alliance. In conlequcnce of thefo relblutions, the ancient alliance 
with the United Provinces was renewed at Weftminfter on the i6th of Fe- 
brqarj^.and a new detentive treaty with the Kniperor on the ■z^i\\ of JVlay ; 
and the Britilh cabinet informed the regent, that the departure of the Pre* 
tender to tlie other fide of the Al};s, was an indifpcnliible preliminary. Tn 
vain France attempted to prevent the union of the three pow'ers, by offering 
to conclude a dcfenfivc alliance with Great Britain and the United Provinces, 
and in cale of a war with the Em|)eror, to oblerve a neutrality in the l^ow 
Countries. The intldioufnefs of this propofal, did not cfcape the obferva- 
tion of Townfliend, who, in a letter to Florace Walpole, reprobated it as 
chimerical and full of delufion * ; and expreireci a determination to form 
fuch alliances with the Emperor and the States General, as would let the 
P'rench fee, that if they had a mind to fall out with one of them, they would 
certainly bring the reft into the quarrel. 

Thefe vigorous meafures alarm^ the regent ; and induced him now to court, 
with zeal and fincerity, the friendfliip of England, Stair availed himfelf of 
thefe favourable fentiments, to promote the fuccefs of the negotiation. But 
his addrefs, and the influence which he had gained over the regent, gave 
umbrage to Torcy, d’Huxelles, and the French minifters who were averfe to 
the treaty; and they had intereft fufficient to have the negotiation transferred 


* Letter from Townfliend to Horace Wal- 
pole, a7th December 1715. Walpole Papers. 

This morning the iKree mails, which 
came in from Holland, brought me your letters 
of the 27th and 3ifl:'N. S. which 1 have read 
to his majefty, who was glad to fee that the 
French ambalilidor wns difappointed in his 
hopes of the great elfct'ils his propofal of neiu 
trality for the Au/lrinn Low Countries, in cafe 
of a war, would have in Holland. Indeed the 
proje^ feems fo chimerical, and is fo full of 
delufion, that it was hardly fit to be ferioufly 
offered by one, or received by the other. And 
none but France, who is ufed to contrive fuch 
amiifing fehemes, could pretend to propofe to 
flipulate with a third power, a neutrality for 
the dominions belonging to another, who may 
not confent to it. For what could fuch a 
convention between the Dutch and the French 
iignify, if the emperor, who is maft^r of the 


country, flioufd not think it for his intereft to 
mind it i Methinks we are giving opportunltifs 
to France to play over tlie lame game they did 
after the peace of Ryfwick, when the terrible 
appreiienlions of a new war, made us and the 
Dutch run into the mcafurcs of the Partition 
Treaty, which was believed might be a won- 
derful prefervative againfl a war, but in effect, 
proved the fource, and the chief occafion of it. 
We here, tiie States may be furc, fliall not be 
fond to engage in a new war, wlio feci the cf- 
fci‘*‘ts of one at prefent in our bowels ; Jet us, 
therefore, keep to our old maxims, and unite 
ftrongly together. The way to avoid a war, 
i.s not to be much afraid of one, and to form 
fuch an union among the allies, as to let the 
French fee, that if they have a mind to fall out 
with one of us, they will certainly bring all the 
reft into the quarrel.*^ 


to 
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tb the Hague, under the direftion of Chateauneuf, the'French smbafiklor, Chapter 14. 
who was hoftile to the whole tranfaiftion. 1716. 

Horace Walpole, as minifter from flngland, coirducted the bufinefs with ’ “ ~ 

great abilit}”. Pie countera<5ted the intrigues of Chateauneuf, and threw a 
monientaiy fpirit into the weak and wavering counfels ot the Dutch repub- 
lic. He faw and appreciated the advantages which would rellilt from an 
alliance with lu'ance, in infuring domeftic fecurity and foreign' tranquillity. 

He was apprehenfive left the infidious conduft of the regeht might fo far 
excite a juft, though imprudent indignation in the king and miniftr}^ as to 
induce them to rejedt all overtures of accommodation with France, and 
laboured inceflantly to avert what he juftly confidcred fo great an evil *. 

In a conference with penfionary Heinfius, of which Horace Walpole gives 
an account in a private letter to Lord Townthend, he details, in a few w'ords, 
the advantages which would refult to the king and nation, from an alliance 
with France -p. 


• If I may venture to give your lordfhip 
my own Icntiments upon this matter, it is 
very naturall to think that France has two 
views in her prefent conduifi: ; i®, if the regent 
fliould propole to enter into new engagements 
with his nuijefly, and the States, and they 
llioiild accept of his propofaJI, and make a 
treaty with iiim, lie may defign by that means 
to armile and dji’anii them, and thereby have 
a better opportunity to attack either; or 2 ^°, if 
tile regent’s offers of this nature fliould be rc- 
icirted, lie ni-ty hope to take an ad vaniatfc of liicli 
a rciulidl, and to infinuate, both in Fngland 
and flolland, that his majefty has a defip^n ro 
keep his forces on foot; and to quarrel I with 
France ; by not forgetting what is pall, nor 
being willing to come to a better undtrliand' 
ing with the regent; ar.d if fuch a notion, 
llioiild once take place, ir would have a very 
ill elfci!:!: in both country^; but to dilappoint 
France in thefe two views, may it not be ad- 
vifeable not to talk dire«^lly againft an alliance 
with France, to prevent further milcliit h, at 
Jenll no further than to lliow h.ow necelfiry it 
is, after the regent’s late condii6t, to conclude 
the defenfive "treaty with tlic Emperour, pre- 
ferable to any other whatfoever, lince it can- 
not be expelled that his ma jelly ihoiild feck 
the friendftiip and confidence of France, niter 
the ukige he has received from her; and if the 
regent fltoiild make any propoiition for an al- 
liance vvilli his riiajelly, and the States, it may 
fee fo far received as to have it Icifurely confi- 


dered, and his majelty has realbn and right 
enough to infifl upott fome certain articles to 
be made part of that treaty, which, if acce[>iecl 
and executed, may putt us out of all npp’ chen- 
fions of the Pretender ; and if rejefled, will ex* 
pofc the regent’s ill dcfigns to all the world. 
In the mean time, J fiippof', that the defenfive 
alliance with the Emperour fliould be f>ro- 
mofed as much as pofiibic, and a force by fea 
and land, fufficient for our fecuriry, be ke|)t 
up. For as of one fide we nuill take care of 
not being duped by France, we miifi on the 
other avovd being thought defirous of a quar- 
rell, and irrccomiUable, even tor our own fe- 
C virity, and ttie prolcrvatiou of ilie peace,” 
f The prclcnt fitiiaticn ot aifairs in Eng- 
land can by no means be agreeable to him. 
On o!'.e hand, it can’t be fife or prudent for 
his majefiy o break his troops aiul difar-v) him* 
ft If, un^lil he has reafon tobeiieve, that Fiance 
Ins abandoneti tliecaule of the Extender; on 
the other hde ilie j cople o\ England ir.nvgrow 
uj’eafy at the burilwn and e.\|.enit of a frand- 
ing army ; io that it is ctrtainiv the intent both 
of his majefly and his nfiniftry, to have u 
frlendlliip and confidence 'vith France, that by 
having nothing to apprehend from tlienee, the 
govcriiment may n-turn to Irs naturall coidli- 
tiuion oi guards and gnnafans, and enjtn ing 
perfect eale and repofe; and f added, that ir is 
evident, by his majefty’s whole condud, that, 
hr has clone all that is poiTihle for him to gain 
the regents amity and good will-” 

N v. TownOaerxi 
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Townfliend had previoufly adopted the fame fentiments i aiid it was in 
a great meafurc owing to his fuggeftions, that the Britifti cabinet opened a 
negotiation for a defenfive alliance with Fiance. But tl>e deceitful behaviour 
of Chateauneuf, and the dilatory proceedings of the Dutch, enforced tlie nc- 
ceflity of more expeditious and decilive meafures. Lord Stair dcxtcroully 
cotmteraded the intrigues of the French miniilers at Paris, by contriving to 
place the ncgi^iation in the hands of the abbe du Bois, who rcpairetl to Ha^ 
noVer, where the buftnei's was carrietl on by feerctarj' Stanliope under the 
immediate aufpices of the king. The negotiation was conduded with fuch 
fecrc'cy and dil'patch, that an interval of a few days only elapfed between the 
arrival of du Bois, and the adjuflnient of the preliminaries 

After a few conferences, IXi Bois agreed, in the name of the regent, to 
lend the Pretender beyond the Alps, and to deinolifly the port of Mardykc -f > 
called by Lord Townlhend, in a letter to Horace Walpole, “ that terrible 
“ thorn in the fide of England,” on condition of confirming the article in 
the treaty of Utrecht, which guarantied tlie fuccelTion of the crown of France 
to the houfc of Orleans, fliould Louis the Fifteenth die v/ithout iflue. 


• Correfponcknee, Period II. 
f One of tlie articles \n the treaty of 
Utrecht, exprefsly ftipulatcd the demolition of 
Dunkirk, from which port the trade of Eng- 
land and Holland had beeji incommoded during 
the late war. The king of PVance had lite- 
rally fulfilled this article ; but had, at the fame 
lime, opened a new canal at Mardyke, which 
would have been equally prejudicial to the 
trade of Great Britain. Prior, at that time em- 
baflacior at Paris, was ordered to prefent a me- 
morial, preUing the performance of the 9th 
article of the treaty of Uireclit. The king of 
France declared in exprcls terms, that Mar- 
dyke was not Dunkirk, and that the treaty of 
Utrecht did not deprive him of the natural 
right of a fovercigii, to conlfruc't fuch works as 
he flioiikl judge iMoft proper for the prelerva- 
lion of his fubjet^s. The truth is, that the 
EngiiB\ plenipotcntiarie.s had been extremely 
negligent; in llipulating the demolition of 
Dwivkirk, it couUi not be their intention that 


another and a better harbour fliould be matie 
on the fame coaft : But that flipulation /liould 
have been infer ted ; and it w.is natural that 
all advantages fliould be taken by the French, 
on whom fuch articles were impofed and 
according to Lord Stair §, Prior, embaffaclor 
at Paris, feemed altogether unknowing as to 
the affair of Mardyke; to have had no in- 
ftnuflions while the canal was making; and 
to have concerned himielf no fortlier about ir, 
fince he delivered the memorials. The earl 
of Stair profccuted the affair with greater zeal 
and vigour; it now became an of im^ 

portance, and lord Townfliend obferves to 
Horace Walpole, “ The article of Mardyke 
is in truth the chief and mod ellential point for 
the intereft of England, for which his majefly 
has occafioii to deflre this alliance/' 

J TinJal, rol. iS. p. 327. 331. 

§ Hardwicke’s Sutc Papers, vol. z. p. 5x8, 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTEENTH v— y— ' 

1716, 


Situation of Affairs at Home. — CondnSl of the Prince of hVales.— Precarious and 
perplexed Situation of Toivnjhend and IValpok. — Departure of Sunderland.— r- 
Caufes of the Kinffs Difpleafure again fl Towtfhend and IValpole. — Their Op- 
pofition to his continental PoUt ks. — IValpole' s Rejijlance to the Payment of the 
German Troops. — Intrigues and Arrogance of the Hanoverian Miniflers . — ■ 
Sunderland arrives at Hamwer. — Cabals xvith the German Junto. — Gains 
Stanhope. — Prevails on the King to difmifs Townfliend.- 


W HILE Townfliend was thus fuccefsfully employed' in reftoring con- 
fequence and dignity to the Britifli negotiations abroad, and in fc- 
curing tranquillity at home ; while Walpole was conducing the affairs of 
finance with wifdom and ability, and laying a plan to reduce the intereft of 
the national debt, an adive cabal was undermining the favour of the brother 
miniflers ; advantage was taken of the king’s pronenefs to jealoufy } every en- 
gine was employed againft them at Hanover j and after a Ihort, but manly 
flniggle, Townlhend was diftnifled, and Walpole refigned his employment. 

This change in the adminiflration, was derived from the mifunderfland- 
ing between the king and the prince of Wales ; the oppofition of the ca- 
binet to fomc of the plans of continental politics propofed at Hanover i 
the intrigues and arrogance of the Hanoverian junto 5 and the cabals of Sun- 
derland and Stanhope. 

On the king’s departure, the prince of Wales had afliimed the internal 
adminiflration of affairs, and fuch part of foreign tranfadlions as could not 
be carried on at Hanover. The rebellion having been fupprefTed, and tran- 
quillity reflored, the people became gradually more ami more fatisfied with 
the new government. The king’s enemies imputed this fatisfadlion, which 
was the natural confequence of events, to the good conclud of the prince, 
and likewife affedled to fpread abroad, that many adls of grace, the opening 
of the communication from Dover to Calais, and the difjpenling with patf- 
ports, were owing to the fame caufe. Reports of his affability and con- 
defeenfion to all perfons, without diflin(!lion of parties, wore circulated, with 
a mifehievous intention to decry the coldnefs and referve of the king ; and 

his 
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his partial acquaintance with the Englifli tongue, was magnified, and rq>rc- 
rented as a proof of his earneft dcfire to accommodate himfcif to the cuftoms 
•of the nation. He increafecl lus popularity by a fhort progrefs into Kent, 
Suflex, and Hampfhire, and addrefles were preparing in feveral places, ex- 
tolling his wifdom in the adminiftration of affairs, and the gracioufnefs of his 
■manners *. Thefe, and other circumflances, together v^th the extreme popu- 
larity -f of the princefs of Wales, were not concealed from the king, and 
could not fail to augment the difgufl; he had already entertained againit his 
fon. The })rince ftill farther offended the king, by (hewing particular at- 
tention to the duke of Argyle i by his relerve to the minifters in England, 
and by the court which he paid to the Tories. 

While the minifters were thus expofed to the refentment of the prince, 
for their fuperior attachment to his father, rumours were circulated tliat 
their favour was declining with the king. In feveral letters to Stanliope, 
Walpole bitterly complains of their irkfome fituation; and, in the extremity 
of his cliagrln, compares himfelf and his colleagues, to galley (laves, chained 
to the oar In this uneafy fituation, they judged it neceffary for the king’s 
fervice, to remove the prejudices, and to acquire the confidence of the prince, 
which their prudence and addrefs had no Iboner effedted, by deftroying the 
credit of Argyle, than they awakened the fufpicions of the king, who was 
feelingly alive to fentiments of jealoufy towards his fon. 

Another caufe of the king’s difpleafure was, the ojipofiiion of the cabinet 
to the continental politics, and their uiiwillingners to plunge the country 
into a war with Rulfia. A difpute had arifen lictwccn the duke and nobles 
of Mecklenburgli, in which the duke was fupported by Peter the Great ; the 
nobles by the Emperor, the king of Pruflta, and George the Firft, as eledlor 
of Hanover. George w^as influenced by Bcrnftlorf, who, being a noble of 
that duchy, w'as irritated againft the Czar. Though thefe potentates em- 
braced contrary fides, their views were the fame, the poU’eflion of the duke’s 
territories. 

Thofe who indifcriminatcly cenfure the condudl of Walpole, have not 
fcrupled to aflert, that he embarked in every feheme of aggrandizement 
which intereft or ambition might fuggcll to the fovereign : on the contrary, 
in this affair, he and Townlhend dil])layed that manly refiftance which docs 
honour to their charadler, and refutes fuel} groundlefs accufation. In the 
courfe of this quarrel, Bernfdorf propiofcd to Stanhope the wild and daring 
projeft of feizing the (hips, difarming the forces of the Czar, by means 

* Tindal, v«l. 19. p. 33. 38. j See Correfpondence, Period II. 

t Political State of Great Britain, vol. 12. p. 140. 

©f 
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of tlie Danes, and arrefting and detaining his perfon until his troops fhonld Chapter 15. 
evacuate Denmark and Germany, Townfliend reprobated, in the ftrongeft 17'6- 
terms, this violent propoi'a! ; reprefented that the profecution of the war in 
the north, would be the ruin of England, declared that parliament could not 
be induced to fanftion fuch a profufion of the public money, for purpofes 
foreign to her real interefl? ; recommended a peace with Sweden, and flrongly 
urged the neccdlty of obtaining that bleding by fornc equivalent reftitutions. 

The freedom of remonftrance ufed on this occafion, iricenled the king, who 
declared that he conlidcrcd his deareft interefts lacrificed to the pufimony of 
the Englifli miniftry. His refentment was dill farther inflamed againft Wal- 
pole, by Ins declaration of the impradicabllity of rcplacing-thc money ad- 
vanced for the pay of the troops of Munfler and Saxc-Gotha, till the receipt 
of the dims appropriated by parliament to that ufe. The anger of the king 
role lb liigh, that \\''aljiole was reproached with having broken his proniife; 
the miniflcr vindicated liimfclf with becoming fplrit, and declared, that tiiough 
be could not venture to contradibt tlie king’s allerlion, yet, that if he had 
ever made fuch a pjcomire, it had cfcaped his memory. 

The rapacity and ambition of the German favourites had received feveral Influence of 
checks from the fpirit and inflexibility of Townlhend and Walpole j tlioy had d'c Germans, 
hoped to appropriate to themfelvcs large fums from tlie grant of the Frenclr 
lands in the ifland of St. Chriflopher, ceded at the peace, and the duchefs 
of Munftcr had engaged for a fum of money to procure a peerage for Sir 
Richard Child, a violent Tory, Botli thele meafurcs were counlcradled, 
to tlie great mortification of tlic whole junto. The haughty and intcr- 
efted millrefs, accultomed to domineer over the minifters of the cledto- 
rate, could ill brook to be thwarted by the EngUlh cabinet. Robethon tUf- 
played his refentment by the mod infolent demands, and petulant reproofs *. 

When the earl of Sunderland arrived at Gohre, although he hacl already Arrival and 
fecured the powerful aid of the Hanoverian junto, by the promife of obtaining 
a repeal of the difqualifying claufe in the aft of fettlement, yet his intrigues at Hanover! 
had no other chance of being attended with fuccefs, unlcfs he could gain le- Oftober 22. 
cretary Stanhope, who owed his appointment folely to the influence of 
Townflicnd, and the friendihip of the Walpoles, and polTeffed their implicit 
confidence. As Townfliend himfelf, on account of his wife’s pregnancy. Gains Stan- 
declined going to Hanover, his colleague was to be entrufted with that im- 
portant fervice ; he was to keep the king fteady to his minifters in England, 
and to watch and baffle the intrigues which might be formed to remove 

• See Correfpondcncc, Period II. pal&m. Political State of Great Britain, vol, 12 . p- 477 ‘ 
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Period II. them. Stanhope appeared peculiarly qualified for this talk. A long and irl- 
1714101720. ti mate connection with Walpole, had bound them in the ftridleft tie? of 
ifriendthip, and when Walpole recommended him to Townlhend, he an- 
fwered for his integrit)', as for his own. Stanhot>e himfelf had made no 
application for the office of fecrctary. His frequent refidence in camps, and 
fkill in the profeffion of arms, rendered him, in his own opinion, more fit for 
a military than a civil ftation ; and when Walpole propol'ed it, he confidered 
the offer a.s a matter of raillerj^ and applied his hand to his I'word *. It 
was not till after much perfuafion, and the moft iblemn affurances, that 
his compliance would materially contribute to the fecurity of the new ad- 
miniffration, that he was induced to accept the poll. 

One of the principal charges which Stanhope had received from his friends 
in England, was to be on his guard againfl the intrigues of Sunderland j who 
had, under pretence of ill health, obtained the king’s permiffion to goto Aix- 
la-Chai^clle. Although, at the time of his departure, he had given the mofl 
pofitive affurances of repentance and concern, for his late endeavours to re- 
move his colleagues, and after the molt Iblemn profeffions of fricndlhip a.nd 
union, had condefeended to alk their advice for the regulation of his condud 
at Hanover, to which place he intended to apply for leave to proceed. 
Townlhend and Walpole fufpedted his fincerity ; they had cx])crienced his 
abilities ; they knew his ambition, and they dreaded the alcendancy whicli 
he might obtain, through the channel ol 4 ;he Hanoverians, over the king. 
But they implicitly trulled in the fagacity and integrity of Stanhope, either 
to prevent his appearance at Hanover, or, if he came, to counterad his views. 
Stanhope, however, did not follow their diredjons, for when Sunderland de - 
manded accefs to the king, inftead of oppofing, he promoted the requell 
with all his influence -f. 

The mode of correfpondence adopted, during his continuance at Hanover, 
fufficiently proved the unbounded confidence placed in Stanhope. Walpole 
wrote in his own hand, occafional letters of the moll private nature, in which he 
reprefented the internal llatc of affairs, the behaviour of the prince, the fen- 
timents of individuals, and the condud of Both mar and other perfons wdio 
were caballing againfl them. In addition to this mode of communication, 
Stephen Poyntz, the confidential fecretary of lord Townlhend, was appointed 
a fupernumary clerk in the fecretary of Hate’s office. His principal employ- 
ment was to lay before Stanhope fuch occurrences and obfer\'ations as Town- 
fliend and Methuen, who aded as fecretary of ftate during the abfence of 

* I^otn Lord Orford. f See Correfpondcace..— September 8th. Period IJ. 
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Stanhope, thought improper to be inferted in their public difpatches. He Chapter 15. 

was never to write but through the channel of a melTengcr, and Stanlvojx- ‘7'®* 

was requefted to communicate thefe letters to the king, under the tlrongeil 
injundlions of lecrecy, or to withold them at diferetion. With the liunc jne- 
cautions, and by the fame conveyance, Stanhojx; was to fend, under cover (0 
Poyntz, fuch particulars as the king might judge improper and inconve- 
nient to be laid before the prince, or the cabinet council 

In this confidential correfpondence, Townflicnd and Walpole flatcd freely 
their objeftions to the continental politics, declared their diflatisfaftion at 
the interference of the Hanoverians, and their contempt at their venal and 
interefted condud. They therefore put it in his power to betray their pri- 
vate fentiments, and to incrcafe. the averfion of the Hanoverian junto. I'lie 
fedudion therefore of Stanho2)e from his former friends, was a maller-picce 
of art, as the defedion of the perfon in w,hom they placed the moft im])licit 
confidence, rendered every attempt to baffle the efforts of Sunderland inef- 
fedual, becaufe the mine was not clifeovered until it was fprung. 

At what prccife period, or by what inducement Stanhope was gained by Sun- 
derland, cannot be pofitively afeertained ; but from the general difinterefted- 
nefs ofi his charader, I am led to conclude, that he did not lightly betray 
his friends, or yield to the fuggeftions of Sunderland from venal or ambi- 
tious motives. The private information I have received, and the letters which 
paired between Stanhope and Walpole, teem to prove, that Sunderland had 
convinced him, that the Englifli cabinet were lecretly counterading the con- 
clufion of the alliance with France, that their ojrpofition to the northern 
tranfadions was a dcrelidion of the principles on which the revolution was 
founded ; and he was made to believe that his friend Walpole had broke his 
word with the king in the affair of the Munller and Saxe Gotha troops. 

This coolnefs of Stanhope towards the two minifters was ftill further aug- 
mented by the tranfadions in Holland, and the condud of Horace Wal- 
pole, whole frank and open charader fcorned to difguife his fentiment.s, and 
refuted to follow orders which he confidered as repugnant to lionour and 
plain dealing. He had cenfured the proceedings at Hanover, in regard to 
the politics of the north, in terms ftill ftrongcr than thole uied by Towni- 
hend. He lamented that the whole fyftem of affairs in Europe, Ihould be 
entirely fubverted on account of Mecklenburgh. To Horace Walpole had 
been intrufted thefecret negotiation of the dcfenfive treaty with France, aiul 
while it w^as carrying on, the ftrideft Iccrecy was enjoined. Atiorwards it was 
thought prudent to remove the negotiation to Hanover, where, as ha? been 

• Poynti to fecretarv Stanhope, 1716. Comfpwidfiicc. I’crioii Tf. 
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•Ptriodll. already obferved, it was eondu< 5 led by fecretary Stanhope himfclf, aiid Du 
1714101720. Bois, aiul the proceedings communicated to Horace Walpole. During its 
*■ i progrefs he hail Iblemnly afl'ured the penfionary and greffier, that no treaty 

would be concluded fcparatcly from tlie Dutch ; but the urgency of affairs^ 
and the king’s impatience to fettle the preliminaries before the regent of 
France could avail liimfelf of the diflenlions with Rudia to fupport the Czar 
in the aftiiir of Mecklenburgh, rendered it impolitic to wait for the dilatory 
proceedings of the Dutch republic, and full pow'ers were therefore forwardctl 
to him and lord Cadogan, as joint plenipotentiaries at the Hague, to lign the 
treaty with Du Bois, without farther delay. On the receipt of thefe orders, 
Horace Walpole earncftly exiiorted Sunderland and Stanhope at the Hague, 
to intercede with the king to difpenfe with his figning the treaty, and re- 
quefted lord Townihend to obtain permiflion of the prince of Wales for his 
return to England,- under pretence of ill health. He declared, in the moll po- 
fitive and unequivocal manner, that no coiifideration on earth Ihould induce 
him to comply ; that he woukl relincjuidi all prelent and future advantages, 
and lay his life at the king’s feet, rather than be guilty of fo nefarious an 
adion. Thefe repeated remonllrances had their effed, and permillion w'as at 
length granted from Hanover, that lie might depart, and leave to Cadogan 
the fignature of the treaty. 

During his relidence at Gohre, Sunderland received many marks of favour, 
and by his confunimate addrefs foon acquired the full confidence of th« 
king. He found it no difficult matter to felcd, from the numerous tranf- 
adions in wdiich Townlliend had been employed, fome apparent inllances of 
difrefped, or of neglcd in his department. But it is remarkable, that not- 
withllanding the known zeal of Townihend for the French treaty, that al- 
though he w'as the original advifer and promoter of it, and had gradually 
furmounted the indifference of the king *, the oppofition of Sunderland, the 
difapprobation of Stanhope, and the objedions of the Hanoverian minifters, 
yet it was now alledged as a crime .againft him, that he Jiad purpofely delayed 
its fignature. This e-xtraordinary imputation was conveyed to him in letters 
from the king, Stanhope^ and Sunderland. The letter from the king is miff- 
ing, but that of Sunderland ■ 4 ' will give a ftriking proof of the influence he 
had already gained over his mailer, and the imperioufnefs of his charader, 
when he delivered his cenfures in fo harfli and authoritative a manner to the 
prime miniller in England. 

While the anfwer to the charge was expeded at Hanover, Sunderland 

• Lord Townflieml's letter to the king. f. Correfpondeiicc, Period II. November ii* 
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urged another fubjeft of complaint, which made a ftill greater iniprefllon Chapter 15. 
on the king, and contributed to the fuccefsful iiiue of his inirigues. He ^ 
availed himfelf, with great addrefs, of the mifunderilanding with the prlticc 
of Wales. J-Ie infinuated to the king, that Townlhend and Waljtoie were 
caballing with the duke of Argyle and the earl of Jlay ; that their repealed 
remonftrances to draw him from Hanowr, were only fo many feints to cover 
their'own infidious defigns ; that their great objeft was to ^tuinhim abroad ; 
and by urging the neceffity of tranfa^ling the public bufii^ip) to induce him 
to inved the prince of Wales with fuller powers, and enable him to open the 
parliament, and to obtain an increafed, permanent, and independent inteicfl. 

The cffeifi; of thefe reprefcritations was aided by the anxious folicitude wltich 
the prince difeovered, on all occafions, to ('pen the parliajuent in perfon, and 
by his imprudence in prefTiiig Stanhope, by means of a letter from IWnf- 
hend, to obtain a fpeedy anlwer, announcing the king’s definitive refolu- 
tions *. 

When thefe infinuations, feconded by the Hanoverian rnillrcfTes and mi- 
nifters, had made a deep impreflion, with a view to obtain a fatisfaftory 
proof of thefe intentions, Sunderland advifed the king to demand of the 
cabinet council, the heads of the bulinefs to be brought forward in the next 
fetrion ; and to declare that he was delirous of palling the winter at Han- 
over, if any expedient could be adopted for fumtnoning the parliament, and 
tranfafting affairs. This demand being forwarded to the miniller, the coun- 
cil inflantly deliberated on the meffage, ami Townlheml, anxious to gratify 
the inclination of the king, tranfiuitted a favourable anlwer, by his confiden- 
tial friend and brother-in-law Horace Walpole, who liaci juft arrived from 
The Hague. He was fo anxious to convey this diljxrtch w'ilh all poflible 
f[)eed, that he cpiittcd London on the 13th of November, the evening of its 
figaaturc, feft the Hague on the 17th, and, travelling night and day, arrived 
at Gohre on tlie 2 2d. Pie flattered himlelf with a favourable reception, a.s 
the mcircnger of goml tidings, but foumi the. (late ot aifurs far diflerent 
from that w'hich his fanguine cxpcLtations had iiiggefted. 

.He found the king devoted to Sunderland, u.ui exaf'perated againfl his 
brother and Towtifhend, to vvhom the letters on ihe delay in llgning the 
French treaty, exprcfhvc of his high indignation, jull been forwardctl. 

PIc found him Hill greatly diflatisficd with th.t-ir (jpj)olition tc'j the plan of 
northern politics, and difguflcd with the Ijackw.irdiu. l-. of Walpole to ad- 
vance the fubfidie.s for his troops of Saxo Gotha aixi Munlb, i\and fo flrongly 


CorrefpoivJciiiT, 
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Imprefled mth the danger of permitting the prince of Wales to open the 
parliament in pcrfon, as to declare that no confideration fliould induce him 
to content to the grant of difcretionar)^ powers for that purpofe. He found 
Stanhope dilplcafed with the conduct of Townfliend, and convinced that liia 
negotiations for the peace with France, and for the operations in the north, 
were counteraded by the Fnglifh cabinet. 

The frankne(s„%Kl warmth of iiis temper, iinpelled him without difguife 
to fpeak plain fihi'ths, and to cxpoftulate with a manly freedom and digni- 
fied I'pirit which afloundtxl Sunderland, and difconcertcd Stanhope. He 
reminded Stanhope in particular, that he owed his high fituation to Townf- 
hend arkl his brother ; he remonftrated with him for having concurred with 
their enemies, and affirmed that tlie fufpicions he had entertained againft. 
Townlhend were totally groundlefs. He candidly avowed, that if blame 
was incurred by any Selay of ligning tlie treaty with France, that blame 
muft attach folely to him, whofe delicacy prevented him from affixing his 
name to an a(S:, after he h.ad folemnly afl'urcd the leading men in Holland, 
that England would not conclude a feparate treaty. He finally anfwered 
for the honour and friendfhip of the brother minifters in England. 

Stanhope, affedled w'ith thefe remonftrances, fo forcibly urged by his 
friend, acknowledged that he had been deceived by falfe fuggeftions ; Ipoke 
ofTownfliend and Walpole in terms of praifeand affedHon ; exprelfed a high 
lenfe of liis obligations to them •, requefted that what was pail might be 
forgotten, and what was to come might be improved ; and promifed in the 
moft folemn manner to ule his influence with tlie king, which he reprefented 
as very confiderable, in favour of thole who had committed to him his pre- 
i'ent truft. Horace Walpole was fully fatisfied with thefe declarations. 
Stanhope feemed to adl in conformity with his promifes, and tq labour to 
efface the ill impreffions which the king had entertained of his minifters in 
England. Sunderland appeared confounded •, the Flanoverians abnfhed > 
and the king inclined to recover his former fatisfadlion and complacency. 

While thefe favourable fymptoms of returning good will and harmony 
apparently prevailed, the anfwer of Townfhend to the charges of delaying 
the fignature to the French treaty, arrived at Gohre. I'o Sunderland’s info- 
lent reproofs he did not condefeend to make any reply; to Stanhope he 
wrote only a few lines, teftifying his concern and indignation at being be- 
trayed by one in whom he placed the nioft implicit confidence but his an- 
fwer to the king *, contained a full and dignified refutation of the malicious 
calumnies and mifreprefentations of his enemies ; and was written in a flyle 

November ii. See Correfpondence, Period II. 
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ancf manner, expreffing without difguife the high opinion which he enter- 
tained of his own charadcr. 

This manly and fpirited letter appeared to have its due efFedl. The king, 
convinced that he had haftily and unjuftly accufed lord Townfliend, can- 
didly acknowledged his miftake. Stanhope, highly aflefted with a letter from 
his friend Walpole, juftifying himfelf and Townlhcnd from the malicious 
imputations laid to their charge, renewed his proteftations of gratitude and 
devotion, and requefted the interference of Horace Walpole to bring about 
a thorough reconciliation, and to re-eftablifli the former harmony and good 
underftanding. The king commiflioned him to convey the ftrongeft af- 
furances of reftored confidence in his faithful counfellors in England ; and 
Horace Walpoje quitted Gohre with a full convidtion that all refentnient 
lud totally fubfided, and that Stanhope was lincere ; and he was as anxious 
to return to England with the good tidings, as he had been eager to repair 
to Hanover with the letter from the cabinet council. 

Hisjourncy being fomewhat retarrled by unforefeen accidents on the road, 
and by the difficulty of crolfing Maefland Sluys, he did not arrive in Lon- 
don till the I ith of December. He inftantly executed his commiflion ; de- 
livered to Townfliend and his brother Stanhope’s letter, containing the 
ftrongeft aflurances of devotion and friendfliip } announced the king’s fa- 
vourable declarations j reconciled all parties, and re-eftablifhed, as he thought, 
the moft perfeft harmony and good underftanding in the cabinet. But he 
had f'carcely effedlecl this happy reconciliation, before dilpatches were brought 
from Stanhope, announcing the king’s command to remove Townfliend from 
the office of fecretary of ftate, and to oiler him the lord lieutenancy of Ire- 
land. As Brereton.who coaveyed thefe tUfpatches without being apprifed of 
their contents, could not have quitted Gohre more than three days fubfe- 
quent to the departure of Horace Walpole, it was obvious rhat he had been 
duped -and deceived, that the plan for the removal of Townlhend had 
been then fettled ; and tliat the folemn promiles, made by Stanhope, were 
never intended to be fulfilled. A letter from Sunderland to one of his 
friends, of the fame date with thofe that brought the diimiffion of Townf- 
heml, fully proved the motives which had influencetl the king to countenance 
this proceeding. It accufed Townfliend, Walpole, and the chancellor, of 
caballing with the prince of Wales and Argydc, and forming defigns againft 
the king’s authoritft *. In faff, the letter from the cabinet council, which 
Horace Walpole had conveyed to Gohre, was the death warrant of Town!- 

^ See Townfliciici’s letter to Sliiigclandt, January 1717* Correfjpondencc. 
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hcnd's adminiftration. It^contained many expreflions and opinions highly 
unfavourable to the lentiments and inclinations of the king, and wholly op- 
polite to the views of the Hanoverian junto. By the demancf, that full and 
difcretionary powers Ihoukl be fent to the prince of Wales, it confirmed the 
opinion fuggcfted by lord Sunderland, that the objeft of the minifters in 
England, was to exalt the fon above the father, and to lliew that the bufi- 
mefs of parliament could be tranfadfed by the prince of Wales. It irritated 
tlie king to fucli a degree, that the immediate removal of the minifter w'ould 
have been the inevitable confequence, had not the prefence of Horace Wal- 
pole, and his expcjllulations with Stanhope, dilconcerted, for a Ihort time, 
the plans of Sunderland. But the fiivouruble impreffions which his reprel'en * 
tations and the inanly reply of Townlhend had clfcdlcd, were foon w'orn olF 
by the fuggeilions of the Hanoverian junto; the king’s jealoulV again re- 
turned with redoubled force, and Townlhend was difmilied. 

Townlhend received the unexpected account -of his difiniffion with no lels 
furprife than indignation. In his letter to the king, he announced his refo- 
lution to decline the offer of the lord lieutenancy, with great dignity and I'pirit. 

“ * I have received with deference, and with the utmoll fubmifiion, your ma- 
jefty’s commands, intimated by M. fccretary Methuen, depriving me ol the 
office of fecretary of Hate. 1 moft humbly demand permiffion to remind your 
majefty of what I laid, when you did me the honour to confer on me that 
employment; tliat I Ihould cfleem mylelf ha[)py, if I had as much r.jp,. ; ; 
as zeal and affedion for your majefty’s lervice, in which caie I am luie u . 
your inajeftv would have every reaibn to be Iktislied with my fcrvices. j. 
can venture to affirm with truth, that the deCre of tcllifying my gratitude 
has been the only motive capable of hitherto . fupporting me under the 
tigucs of mv employment. 1 am highly lenfiblc of tlie honour which your 
rnaielly confers vnn me, by coudelccuding to appoint me lord lietitcnant of 
Ireland : But as my domeflic affurs do not permit me to relido out (if Eng- 
lan<i, I Ihould hold myfelf to be totally unworthy of the choti’t: which your 
majefty has been plcafed to make, if 1 were capable of enjoying the large 
apiiointments annexed to that honounvble office, without doing the duty of 
if. 1 frurt that your majefty will grant me the i)enniffion to attend to the 
private affairs of my family, which I have too much negle(fted. Yet I will 
venture to afi'ure your majefty, that whatever may be my htuation, your ma- 
leftv will always find me a fiithful and grateful forvaut-, ^ixlous to promote, 
with all his power, your majefty’s fcrvice ; having the honour of being, with 


• Townftiemi Idpcrs,— See the French letter, of w hieh this is the original (fraught, in the 
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the mofl. inviolable attachment, fire, your majefty’s moft humble, moft.obe- Chapter t 6 e 
dient, and moft faithftil fubjedt and fervant.” 1716101717. 

In a Ibort letter to Stanhope, Townlhend calmly . reproached him for the 
duplicity of his condudi, and particularly dwelt on the violation of the pro- 
miles vvhich he had made to Horace VValpole. But Stanhope had to en- 
counter the Hill fcverer reproafhes from his confidential friend, Walpole, To 
him he opened himfelf in a private letter, which was delivered twenty-four 
hours before that which announced the diimiffion of Townlhend. In this 
apology he was extremely anxious to juftify his condudt, and to attribute 
his acquiefcence to the pofitive commands of the king, who bitterly com- 
plained of the warmth and impradlicability of Tovvnihend’s temper and 
manner, and he imputed folely to his influence, that the dii'grace of the mf- 
nitlcr was fofrened by the ofler of the lord lieutenancy.. He took merit to 
himfelf for having removed the prejudices which the king had entertained 
againll Walpole, and earneftly exhorted him to employ his intertfl with lord 
Tl'ownlhend to accept the proffered dignity. The reader will find, in the Walpole- rc- 
correrpondeacc, this fpeeious jullification of his conduct, and the reproachful ^ 

anfwers of Walpole, who after complaining of the hardlhip with which Townf- 
hend was treated, obferved, that it was ftili more unjull to load him with, 
falfe imputations to juftify fuch ill treatment, and concluded with expreffing. 
his refolution to ad invariably with him-. 


CHAPTER THE SIXTEENTH: 

5716 1717. 

T)ifconfents in England and Holland at the Dijgrace of T nviifliend. — Sunder- 
land and Stanhape, and the Hanoverians, are alarmed. — Apologize for their 
Conduit. — The King prevails iip>on him to accept the Lord Lieutenancy of Ire- 
land. — Motives for his Conduit. — Tdxvnjhend and IVaJpole coldly ftipporl Go- 
verhment. — Sunderland increafes his Parly. — Tcnvujhend dlfmijjed from the 
Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland. — Walpole propofes and carries his Scheme for re- 
ducing the htereji of the National Debt. — Refigns. — Many of the leading ■ 

Whigs follow his Example. — W eaknefs of the nevo Adminif ration. . 

T H E precipitate manner in which Tbwnlliend was removed from the AInrmson 
office of fecretary of ftate, was occafioned by a violent burft of refent- 
mentand jealoufy in the king. But as loon as the firft emotions of anger liad 

fublidcd. 
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fubfided, and the firft raptures of triumph among thofe who had obtained 
hfs dilgrace had given way to fobcr and ferious refleftion, the whole body 
began to be alarmed at the hital Gonfequences which feemed likely to enfue 
from that event. 

Reports were tranfmitted from England, that thefe meafures had excited 
•very ferious difcontents and miflrufts amongft Uie monied men in the city ; 
that the greater part of the Whigs were highly exafperated ; that of the ca- 
binet council, Devonthire, Orford, Cowper, Walpole, and Methuen adhered 
inviolably to the fallen minifter, and that theinfeceflion might create a dan- 
gerous divifion, and diftrad: the plans already concerted for the enfuing lel- 
iion. But above all confiderations they dreaded the oppolition of Walpole, 
who took a principal lead in the houfe of commons ; and whole ability 
for the affairs of finance was fo well underftood, as to render it difficult to 
fupply his place at the head of the treafury at this particular jundure, when 
lie was forming a fcheme, which had been highly applauded by the king, for 
reducing the intereft of the national debt. 

Thefe apprehenfions were not confined to England, but extended to fo- 
reign parts, and particularly Holland. Many calumnious imputations having 
been infinuatcd by Sunderland and the Hanoverians, Townfliend WTOtC a full 
and fpirited juftification of his and Walpole’s condud, and detailed the real 
motives w'hich had occafioned their dilgrace, in a letter* to his confidential 
friend, Slingclandt, afterwards penfionary of Holland; who ftrongly expreffed 
regret at his diliniffion, and concern at his refufal to accept the lord lieutenancy 
of Ireland. 

This letter had a very ftriking effed over his friends in Holland. Penfion- 
a.ry Heinfius, Fagel, Slingclandt, Duvenvoirde, and other leading men in 
that republic, cxjirelled the moll ferious concern at the fatal confequcnces 
which might refult to the united interefts of the two countries from this fatal 
tlivifion ; ami reprobated a meafure, which, according to their opinion, was 
calculated to make the crown totter on the head of the king. The opinion 
of thefe men, warmly attached to the Englifli intereft, had great iveight 
with CJeorgc the Firft, during the (hort time which he palfed at the Hague, 
on his return to flngland. 

The terror of Sunderland and Stanhope on this occafion, is fully proved 
by the extraordinary attention they now paid to Townfliend and Walpole. 
Sunderland apologized for having accufed them of caballing with the duke 
of Argyle ; and acknowledged that the report had originated from a mifre- 
prefentation of Lord Cadogan, whofe hafty temper was wel^ known. He ex- 

* Corrcfpoiidence. 
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prcflcd his regret, and repentance for having written an infolcnt letter * to the 
earl ot Orford, in which he had infulted the Cvabiner-niiniflcr;', who adhered 
to Towntliend. Both he and Stanhope, vierj^ in making the moil artful ex~ 
cufes for their pad conduct } declared that they did notin the fmalleil de- 
gree contribute to his ditgrace, and threw the whole blame on the Hano- 
verians. .They finally expatiated on the danger to the true Whig intercH, 
if Townfliend now delertcd his tried friends. Stanhope wrote in the fliongeil 
manner to Walpole, and ufed every argument to appeale his refentmejit. 
He rctiewcd his afleverations, that the removal of the mh|j^cr was the fblc 
determination of his royal mafler, pronounced it an inipofliblc attempt to 
think of perfuatling the king to recall his commands; exprefled his apprehen- 
Cons ot tlie dangerous con(ec]uences, if Walpole and the other leaders of the 
Whigs fliould deem it neceilaryto rclign ; anti repeated his earnefb entreaties to 
prevent things from being carried to inch extremities as he dreaded to think of. 
He exhorted Methuen, who declared his refolution of adting with Walpole, 
not to delcrt the good caufe ; and throw the king into the hands of the 
Tories ; but folicited his humble interpofuiou with Townlbcnd and Wal- 
pole ; “ They may poffibly,” he added, “ unking their mafler, or (vvltar I 
do before God think very pofllble) make him al)dicate ; but they will nevei; 
force him to make Townfliend fecretary -f .” On their arrival in England, 
they adted in the fixnie abjedl manner, and continued to make the mofl 
humble fubmifliom 

The king himitlf treated Townfliend with the mofl flattering- marks of 
diflinclion. He apologized in pcruni for the precijiitation witJi which he 
had deprived luni of the leals, and acka.;.vlvdgcd that he iiad been iiii- 
pofed upon by falic reports; he ient Bernfioif to i .-j-^relint the fatal c.TcCis 
which would be dcrivcrl from his c|.'poli!u;n at tills pcric-d, Tliat artful 
minifler offered him, in his mailer's u.-anc, a rclloration to iiis foru'cr fiivour., 
and every fluisfadlion which he could tlefirc ; dedared tf.at the king having 
taken from him tlic leads, could not immediately reflorc tiiem connil: aitiv vviiii 
his own honour ; proniifdl that no other changes ihouki ho rnatle ; ititix'atcd 
him to accept the proffered dignity. He afiured him that I;.; might con- 
fider that ofHce only as a temporary pdfl, and be pertnitied to rcrigii it at 
pleafure, in exchange for any other he Ihould prefer j;. 

. As it was inipofliblc, after the infolcnt letters of Sunderland, and the in - 
fldious condud of Stanhope, tliat he could ever rcpol'e any confidcnc e in 
thofe who had thus infulted and deceived him, lie would have aded a nybicr 

• See letter from M. Duvenvoiriie to Lord Townfliend.— CorrefiiondeiKe. 
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and a wifer parti had declined accepting aiiy office. Had he pwlifted in 
his refufal of the lord lieutenancy, had Walpole, Devonihire, Orford, Cow- 
per, Methuen, and ^ultency, inftantly religned on his dilhiiflion, the party 
of Sunderland was fo weak and infufficient, that he could not have obtained a 
majority in parliament. But Townfliend, mollified by the felicitations of the 
king, overcome by the imjiortunities of his friends in Holland, and dreading 
the confequences of a difunion of the Whigs at this moment, when an in- 
vafion from Sweden was threatened, at length accepted the vice-royalty, 
and remaining ift' England, affifted at the deliberations of the cabinet. All the 
friends of Townlhend were fuficred to continue in their places. Methuen, 
who had aded as fecretary of ftate during the abfence of Stanhope, now fuc- 
ceeded to the fouthern department. Walpole remained at the head of the 
treafury : and the great body of the Whigs ftill appeared to ad. with umon 
and cordiality. 

In conl’equence of this apparent amity, the oppofition in the commons 
was fo trifling, that the addrefs, thanking the king for laying before the 
houfc the paper proving the projeded invafion. from Sweden, pafled una- 
nimoufly ; and when the eftimates relating to the land forces were prefented, 
the motion for putting oft' the confideration, was carried by a triumphant 
majority of 222 voices c^alnft 57 -f. 

But the good unddftanding between the different members of adminiftra- 
tion, did not long continue. It foon appeared, that the king’s promifes of 
favour, made by Bernfdorf to Townfliend and Walpole, were not fulfilled j 
and that the king placed his chief confidence in Sunderland and Stanliope. 
New divifions took place ; Townlhend and Walpole continued to defend 
the meafures of government, but their fupport was cold and formal, and fo 
different from their former zeal, as plainly Ihcwed extreme difl'atisfadlion. 
Sunderland had now confiderably increafed his party, and thought himfelf 
fufficiently ftrong to carry on the public bufinels, and defy the oppofition. 
In this fit nation, an open rupture in the cabinet was unavoidable. The 
firft public fymptoms of this difference appeared in the houfe of commons. 
On a motion that a fupply be granted to enable the king to concert fuch 
meafures with foreign princes and ftates, as may prevent any apprehenfions 
from the defigns of Sweden for the future ; Walpole, who on all fuch occa- 
fions ufed to give a great bias to the houfe, maintained a profound filence, 
and the refolution was carried by a majority of only 4 voices 

As it was evident that this mode of inimical proceeding originated from 
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the party of which Townfliend was leader, he received, on the fame evening, 16- 

a letter from Stanhope, announcing his difmiffion. 1716101717. 

The king himfelf fo highly appreciated the fervices and talents of Wal- 
pole, that he dreaded his refignation, and was perfuaded to remove difmiffion. 
Townlhend, under the belief that he would' ftill remain at the head of the Walpole re- 
treafury. When Walpole, therefore, on the following morning, requefted 
an audience, and gave up the feals, the king was extremelyifurprifed. He 
refufed to accept his refignation, exprefled a high fenfe of his fervices in the 
kindeft and ftrongeft terms j .declared that he had no tlioughts of parting 
with fo faithful a counfellor ; intreated him not to retire, and replaced the 
feals in his hat. To this Walpole replied, with no lefs concern than firm- 
nefs, that however well inclined he might be to obey liis majefty’s com- 
mands, yet it would be inipoflible to ferve him faithfully with thofe minif- 
ters to whom he had lately given his favour, “ They will propofe to me,” 
he faid, “ both as chancellor of the exchequer, and in parliament, luch 
things, that if I agree to fupport them, my credit and reputation will be loft ; 
and if I difapprove or oppofe them, I rauft forfeit your majefty’s favour. 

For I, in my ftation, though not the author, muft be anfwerable to my king 
and to my countiy for all ^e raeafures which may be adopted by adminiftre- 
tion.” At the conclufion of thele words, he again laid the fyals upon the 
table i the king returned them not lels than ten times, and wl>en the mi- 
nifter as often replaced them on the table, he gave up the ftruggle, and 
reluftantly accepted his refignation, expretfing great concern and much le- 
fentment at his determined perfeverance. At the conclufion of this affeft- 
ing fcenc, Walpole came into the adjoining apartment, and thofe who w'erc 
prefent, witnefled the anguilli of his countenance, and oblorvcd that his eyes 
were fuffuted with tears. Thofe who immediately entered into the clolet, 
found the king no lefs difturbed and agitated *. 

, Thcfe removals were loon followed by an almoft total change in the ad- purther 
miniftration. Devonihirc, Orford, Methuen, and Pultcncy, refigned j Stan- changes, 
hope was appointed firft lord of the treafury, and chancellor of the exche- 
quer ; Sunderland and Addifon fecretaries of ftate ■, the duke of Bolton 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, and the duke of Ncw'caftle lord chamberlain •, the 
earl of Berkley firft lord of the' admiralty, and the duke of Kingfton re- 
tained the office of privy leal, to w'hich he had been nominated in the pre- 
■ceding year, on the refignation of Sunderland, who was made treafurer of 
Ireland for life. 

• This intertfting anecdote is taken from a letter of Horace Walpole to Etougii, dated Wol- 
toton, October «, 1751. See Correfpondehce. 
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Walpole propojcs his Plan for redncing the Inferejl of the National Debt. — Hh 
Refignntion excites zvarm Debates.- — Jlltercation with Stanhope. — Remarks on 
the baneful Spirit of a fyfetnatic Oppqfttion to all the Meajitres of Government. 
— PValpok not exempted from that Cenfttre.-^His tmiform Oppoftion, and In- 
fluence in the Houfe of Commons. 


Walpole’s 
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national 
debt. 


T he refignation of Walpole happened at a time when he was exei'ting 
his abilities for finance, in the arrangement of a fcheme highly advan- 
tageous to the country. When he was firfl: placed at the head of the trea- 
fury, the national debt amounted to 50 millions, and although the common 
intcreft of money had been reduced in the late reign to 5 per cent, yet the 
intereft of feme of the debts were as high as 8, and none lower than 6; 
fo that the average Nvas 7 per cent. I'he dilFerence between this rate of 
intcreft, and that on private mortgages, prelented a real fund for leflening 
the public debt. 

This debt was confidcred under two Iieads ; redeemable, and irredeem- 
able. The redeemable, or fuch debts as had been provided for by parlia- 
ment with a redeemable intereft of, fo much per cent, the public had a 
right and power to difeharge whenever they were able, cither by providing 
money for fuch proprietors as infifted upon money, or by offering new terms, 
in difeharge of all former conditions, wliich, if accepted by the pro- 
prietors, was to be deemed an aftual redemption of the firft debt, as if it 
had been paid off in ready money. As for the irredeemable debts, or long 
and ftiort annuities, nothing could be effe6tcd wit heut the abfolute confent of 
the proprietors. The only method, therefore, to treat with them, was to 
offer fuch conditions as they Ihould deem advantageous *. 

Upon thefe principles Walpole gave the firft hint of this great fcheme, by 
propofing to borrow j^. 600,000, bearing intereft only 4 per cent, and to ap- 
ply all iavings, arifing from the intended redenaptions, for the purpofe of re- 


• Tiadal, vot. 19. p. xoz. 
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duciiig and diCcharging the national debt, which was the hrft refolntion ^/cr 
taken in parliament in order to raife or eftabiifh a .^maal finking fund *. 
When he brought his fcheme into the houfe, the project appeared fo well 
digciled and advantageous, that the " oppofition which had been intended 
was converted into approbation, and every article was agreed to. 

Unfortiinateiy for the completion of tiiis great arrangement, the able pro- 
jedor was no longer in oflicc. On bringing in. the bill, Walpole gave a 
hint that he had refigncd his places, by faying, “ that he now prefented it 
as a country gentleman, but hoped that it would not fare the worfe for 
having two fathers, and tliat his fuccetibr would take care to bring it to per- 
fection The difficulties which lie had to encounter in this feheme, 
will appear from (he confidenition, that no reduction of intcreft could be 
made without the confciit of the jiubiic creditors thcmfelves. It was iblcly 
by his addrcis and nunagemeni, that the companies 'of. the Bank and 
South Sea agreed not only to reduce their own intcreft, but to furnifh large 
1 urns for tlx' dU'chargc of tuch other creditors as.fbould refute to comply 
with an equal reduction ; a ftriking proof of the general efteem in which 
he was held by the proprietors of the national debts ; of their regard for his 
judgement, and confidence in his equity. 

The retignation of Walpole caufed a great fenfation in the houfe of com- 
mons, where regret for the want of inliis talents for finance, feemed to 
prevail, and he was as much inveighed againft for refigning, as he was 
afterwards reviled for remaining in power. His withdrawing from govern- 
ment at this crifis, was called a ddeCtion ; a criminal confjnracy, with 
a view to embarrafs the king, and to force liim to comply with his iimv.ar- 
rantable demands. In anfwcr to thefe accufations, Walpole juilly obferved, 
“ That perfons who had accepted places in the government, had often been 
reflcCled on for carrying on defigns, and aCling contrary to the intereft 
of their country ; but that he had never heard a man arraigned for laying 
down one of the mofl, profitable places in the kingdom : that for Iris own 
part, if iic would have complied with fomc meafurcs, it had not Ircen iu the 
power of any of the prefent minifters to remove him ; i)iit that he had rea-. 
fons for refigning his employments, with wliich he liacl acquainted his ma- 
jefty, and might, perhaps, in a proper time, declare them to tire houfe. 
In the mean while, the tenour of his conduct Ihqiiki flrew, that-: he never 
intended to make the king uneafy, or to embarials his affairs 

* Hiftorial Rfgifler for 1^x7, p. 150.— f Chawlkr. 
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But a more ferious charge was brought againft him by Stanhope, who 
obferved, in the heat of debate, that “ he would endeavour to make up by 
application, honefty, and difintereftednefs, what he wanted in abilities and 
experience. That he would content himfelf with the falary and lawful per- 
•quifites of his office j and, thougli he had quitted a better place, he would not 
quarter himfelf upon any body. That he had no brothers, nor other rela- 
-tions to provide fori and that upon his firft entering into the treafury, he 
had made a {landing order againft the late pradice of granting reverfions of 
places.” Walpole, touched with thefe infinuations, complained in the firfl 
place of breach of friendlhip, and betraying private converfation. He then 
frankly owned, that while he was in employment, he had endeavoured to 
ferve his friends and relations ; than which, in his opinion, nothing was 
more reafonable and juft. “ As to the granting of reverfions,” he added, 
“ I am willing to acquaint the houfe with the meaning of the charge which 
is now urged againft me. I have no objedions to the German minif- 
ters, whom the king brought with him from Hanover, and who, as far as 
I had obferved, had behaved themfelves like men of honour ; but, there is 
a mean fellow *, of what nation I know not, who is eager to difpofe of em- 
ployments. This man, having obtained the grant of a reverfion, which he 
defigned for his fon, I thought it too good for him, and therefore referved 
it for my own fon. On this djrap]X)intment, the foreigner was I'o impertinent 
as to demand 2,500, under pretence that he had been offered that fum 
for the reverfion j but I w'as vvifer .than to comply with his demands. And 
lam bold to acknowledge, one of' the c:hief reafons that made me refign 
was, becaufe I could not connive at fome things that were carrying on "b.” 

When Walpple afferted in the houfe, that he never intended to embarrafs 
the affairs of government, he either was not fincere in his profefiions, or if he 
was, did not poffefs that patriotic and difinterefted firmnefs which could 
refift the fpirit of party i for almoft; from the moment of his refignation, to 
his return into office, we find him uniform in his oppofition to all the mea- 
fures of government. We fee him leagued with the Tories, and voting 
with Sir William Wyndham, Bromley, Shipj«;n, and Snell •, and w'e obferve, 
not without regret at the inconfiflcncy of human nature, Shippen expref- 
•iing his latisfaftion, that W alpole, when contending for the fervice of his 
country, was no more afraid than himfelf of being called a Jacobite by 
■thofe who wanted other arguments to fupport their debates We find him 
even oppoling the mutiny bill, tint needfary meafure for the regulation of 

Alluding to Robethon. f Cliandler. $ Chandler, vol. 6. p. 156. 
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military discipline, and in the heat of argument, making ufc of this me- ChaptM ly. 
morable exprelEon, “ He that for blood, fliall have blood”; But 
though he (poke thus ftrenuoully againft the bill, he voted for it, and 
Secured a large majority. Being reproached for this apparent inconfift- 
ency, he juftified liimfclf by declaring, that although in the debate he 
Was of opinion that mutiny and dclcrtion fliould be punlflied by the civil 
magiftrate, yet he was convinced that thofe crimes (hould be punilhed by 
the martial law, rather than efcape with impunity *. We find him taking ScUifm Mi!, 
an active part againft the repeal of the occafional and fchifm bills, not- 
withftanding his animated declaration, on a former occafion, that the fchifni 
bill had more the appearance of a decree of Julian the apoftate, than a law 
enadled by a proteftant parliament, fmee it tended to raife as great a persecu- 
tion againft our proteftant brethren, as either the primitive chriftians ever 
Suffered from the heathen emperors, or the proteftants from po 2 >ery and the 
inquilition -f. In Support of the queftion for reducing the troops, he 
afforded a ftriking inftance of inconfiftency, by enlarging on the common of the 
topic of the danger of a ftanding army in a free nation, and by infifting that army. 
12,000 men were fully fufiicient. Yet at this very period, a rebellious Spirit 
cqntinuetl to fubfift in England, and prevailed ftili more in Scotland. Al- 
tliough the king of Sweden’s defign to Support the Pretender had Ijeen dis- 
covered, yet he ftili perfifted in his refolution, and waited only for a fa- 
vourable opportunity of carrying his prqjeft into execution. The queen 
of Spain, and cardinal Albcroni, had revived war in the South of Europe, 
and were forming vaft preparations j and the reception and encouragements 
given to the adherents of the Pretender, were Sure lymptoms of their incli- 
nations in his favour. Walpole was well aware of all thefe circumstances, 
and could not be ignorant that tlie reduftion of the army muft have been 
attended with fatal confequenccs, and therefore his Support of this meafure 
could be dictated only by party refentment. 

We find him, who had fpoken with fuch heat and force of aigUm'ent Acquittal of 
againft the makers of the peace of Utrecht, who had been the indefatigable 
chairman of the fecret committee, and had drawn up that able report, which 
brought fuch heavj' acculiitions againft Oxford, now grown languid and 
lukewarm in the profecutioii, abfenting | himfelf from the committee fo often, 
that another chairman was chofen in his place, and ironically complimented 
by Shippen, that he who was the moft forward and adlive in the impeach- 
ment, had abated in his warmth fince he was out of place §. At length, by 

* Hardwicke Papers. t Tindal. 
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his cor^ni^ ance, a feigned quarrel as to the, ni0(ile of proceedir^ took place 
between the two hoiifes, and no profecutors appearing on the day fixed for 
the continuance of the trial, Oxford was unanimoufly acquitted. 

Walpole aUo, and the Whigs in oppofition, whom Shippen humoroufly 
called his new zealoully lupported the inquiry into the condu( 5 l of lord 
Cadogan, for fraud in the charge of tranfporting the Dutch troops, at the 
dime of the rebellion, to and from Groat Britain. Walpole fpoke in this 
debate near two hours, and in the courfe of his fpcech, ftrained his voice 
fo high, and ufed fuch violent efforts, that the blood buift from his jtiofe, 
and he was obliged to retire for fome lime from the houfe *. In anfwer to 
his arguments, it was ably obferved by Lcchmere, that tbe inquiry was fri- 
volous, the refult of party malice, and of the fame nature with t hole which 
had been inftitutedagainft. Marlborough, Townfheml, and Walpole himfelf; 
and be juftly obierved, that thole perfons who were now moll zealous about 
the inquiry, had been lilent about thefe pretended frauds while they were 
in place. But the advocates for the inquiry were fo powerful, that it was 
negatived only by a majority of 10 voices 

But whatever were the motives by which Walpole was guided, he confi- 
derably influenced the houfe of commons, during the whole lime of his op- 
pofition. Three days after his refignation, Stanhope having moved for' 
•granting the fum of 250,000 to enable the king to conceit mealurcs 
agalnfl Sweden ; and Puheney, who had jull refigned his place of lecretary at 
war, Jiuving fjjoke with great vehemence againll a German miiiillry, the 
motion was in great danger of being lofl, till Walpole clofcd the debate, by 
obferving, “ That having already fpoken in favour of the fupply, he fhouJd 
now vote for it and the motion, in confetjuence of his interference, was carried 
without a divifion A few words in favour of Mr. Jackfoii, who bad offended 
the houfe by declaring tliat there were amongll them a fet of men who made 
it their ftudy and bulineis to embarrafs the government, laved him from the 
Tower. And when Shippen laid, “ the Ipeecla from the throne teemed 
rather calculated lor the meridian of Germany, than of Great Britain,” and 
urged, as the only infelicity of his majclly’s reign, that he was unacquainted 
with our language and conflitution j a few palliating expreffions from Wal- 
pole would have been attended with the fame effect, if the inflexible Orator 
bad not maintained what he had advanced, and by that obffinacy occafioned 
.Jus own commitment §. Even in the article of fupplies, he occafionally 
prevailed againll the miniftry. In Ijjcaking for the diminution of the army 

•Chandler. } Hiftorical Rcgifter.-— Chandler.— Tiudal. 
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€Mmates, his propo&l, that inftead of 681,618, Ihould be 

granted for defraying the charges of guards and garrifons * was adopted j and 
in tliofame feffioni when the miniftry demanded 130,361, for the pay of 
reduced officers, and the Tories would only grant* 80,000, Waljx)ie pro- 
pofed a medium of ;|C. 99,000 ; and his motion was carried without a divi- 
fion. 

A propofal from the South Sea company, for advancing 700,000, 
having been accepted by the houfe, fome of the members were for applying 
it towai-ds'the prefent and growing neceffities of the government. BUt in a 
grand committee of ways and means, Walpole, in flivoiir of his finking 
fund, infilling that the public debts already incurred fliould be firft con- 
fidered, a refolution was taken, and a bill aftemards brought in, direfting the 
application of this money, agreeably to his fentiments. “ It is indeed plain,” 
adds a virulent pamphleteer, who decried the adminiftration of Sir Robert 
Walpole, that “ in all tranfadlions of money affairs, the houfe relied more 
upon his judgment than on that of any other member -f.” 

Thus it appears that Walpole, even when in oppofition, almoll mit- 
naged the houfe of commons ; and being in oppofition he could not gain 
that afcendancy, by the means of corruption and influence, which were af- 
terwards fo repeatedly urged againft him, and which the fame virulent au- 
thor calls “ fome secret magic of which he feemed io have been a perfeef 
maJlerP' In fa( 5 l, the magic which he applied, was derived from profound 
knowledge of finance, -great Ikill in debate, in which perlpicuity and ibuncl 
fenfe were eminently conlpicuous, unimpeached integrity of character, and the 
affiftance of party. 

Walpole was no lefs vehement in his oppofition to thofe meafures of go- 
vernment which related to foreign affairs, and w'hich, at this time, embraced 
a veiy large field for approbation or cenfure. The fatal confequenccs of the 
peace of Utrecht, placed England in a very delicate fituation between the 
opiwfite pretenfions of Spain and Auftria. To fat isfy both was impracli- 
cable; but the alliance with France, concerted by Walpole and Townlhend, 
and the ncceflity of oppofing the unjufl fchemes and dangerous intrigues of 
Cardinal Alberohi, compelled Gt'eat Britain to fide with the Emperor. Yet 
though it was generally known that Spain, in concert wlih Sweden-, medi 
tated a defeent oU our coafts, to overturn the eflabliflicd governmenf, and 
fet the Pretender bn the throne though Philip the Fifth grafped. at ilie pul ' 
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Period ir. fefljon of Gibraltar and Minorca, and the fubverfion of the rc^nt’s powi^ 
^714101720. in France ; and the ambition of his confort, Elizabeth Farnefe, aimed at the 
V, acquifition of the Italian provinces for her fon j though * Spanilh fleet had 

been fent into the Mediterranean, and a Spanifh array had over-run the 
kingdom of Sardinia, and threatened the reduftion of ^cily, no attempts 
feem to have been wanting on the fide of England, to induce the king 
of Spain, by perfuafions, to adopt pacific mcafures. Immediate prepa- 
rations were arranged with the Emperor, France, and the United Pro- 
vinces, and every proper meafure was concerted with ,tl)ofe powere to pre- 
vent hoililities. Cadogan was fent to the Hague, Dubois came to London, 
and fettled with the miniftry, terms for an accommodation between the Em* 
peror and the king of Spain ♦. George the Firft even proceeded lb far as to* 
propofe the ceflion of Gibraltar -fjOn the confideration of an equivalent, and 
permitted the regent duke of Orleans to make the offer to the king of Spain,, 
if he would ratify the terms fjiecified in the treaty, called the quadruple 
alliance, pafled at Loiidon on the ad of Auguft 1718, between the Emperor, 
England, and France, and afterwards acceded to by the United Provinces. 

By this alliance, the Emperor renounced all claims to the crown of Spain, 
confented, that Tufeany, Panna, and Placentia, as male fiefs of the empire, 
fliould defcencl, in default of male heirs, to Don Carlos, cideft fon of Eliza- 
beth Farnefe, by Philip the Fifth. In return for thefe conceffions, the Em- 
peror was to be gratified with the pofleffion of Sicily, in lieu of which terri- 
tory, Sardinia was to be allotted to Vi< 5 tor Amadeus. The terms to be im- 
pofed on Philip were, the renunciation of all claims to the dominions of the 
Emperor, in Italy, and 'the Netherlands. Three months being allowed to 
Philip for the acceptance of thefe conditions. Stanhope himfelf employed this 
Interval in conduftir^ the negotiation in perfon : he repaired to Paris, and 
after adjufting meafures with the regent proceeded to Madrid. In a confer- 
ence with Albcroni, he reprefented that a French army was preparing tp in- 
vade Spain, and that a Britilh fquadron, under the command of admiral 
Byng, was felling for the Mediterranean, witli orders to attack and deftroy 
the Spanilh fleet, if Sicily was not evacuated : he even gave a lift of tlie 
Kom^r and force of the Ships, to convince him of their evident lupe- 
riority Thefe overtures were rejeded with haiG^;ktinefe and even con- 
tempt. Stanhope's immediate d^artore firt»«"SpitfS the lignal 

for var j the French troops advwnc^, a^irai Byng attacked, captured and 
deftroyed the greater part of the Spanilh fleet. The king of Spain, difap- 


* Tindal, vol. 19, p. 167. f See CInptcr. 00 Gibraltar, in Period IV. 
7 Esirl Stanhope’s Letter to Secretary Craggs ; Hardwicke Bapea.* 
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pointed in his liopes of making an impreflfion on England, by the death of 
Charles the Twelfth, and the defeftion of the Czar, was compelled to .difmift 
Alberoni, and to accede to the quadruple alliance. 

During the whole progrefe of thefe tranfa<9tions, Walpole ftrenuoufly op* 
poied the conduft of government. On the motion, made by Sir William 
Strickland, for an addfefs of thanks to the king for his unwearied endeavours 
to promote the welfare of his kingdoms, and to prelerve the tranquillity of 
Europe, and to aflure him that the houfe would make good fuch exceedings 
of men for the fea fervice, for the year 1718, as, his majefty fhould find ne- 
ceflarjf *, Walpole obferved, that fuch an addrefs had all the air a decla- 
ration of war againft Spain. In the following feflions, when fecretary Craggs 
laid before the houfe, copies of fome of the treaties relating to the quadruple 
alliance, alluded to in the fpeech from the throne, Walpole no lefs warmly 
objedted to the words in the motion for an addrefs, exprefling the entire latis- 
fadtion of the houfe in thofe meafures which the king had already taken ho 
urged, “ That it was againll the common rules of prudence, and the methods 
of proceeding in that houfe, to approve a thing before they knew what it 
was i that he was thoroughly convinced of, and as ready as any perfon in 
that aflembly, to acknowledge his majefty’s great care for the general peace 
of Eurepe, and the intereft of Great Britain j but that to fandtion, in the 
manner propofed, the late meafures, could have no other view than to 
fcrcen minifters, who were confeious of having done fomething amifs, and, 
who having begun a war againlb Spain, would now make it the parliament’s 
war: and concluded, by exprelTing aJi entire dilfatisfadlion at a con- 
dudl contrary to the law of nations, and a breach of Iblemn treaties -j'.” 
When Craggs, in reply, gave an abllradl of the articles of the quadruple 
alliance, Walpole, after reiterating his profelfions of duty and affedtion to 
the king, diftinguilhed bctw'cen him and liis minifters, and exp relied his un- 
willingnefs to approve the meafures purfued, until the treaties on which thofe 
meafures were founded had been fully and maturely examined I'. Craggs 
having prefented the tranflations of the remaining treaties, and the I^ing 
having lent a mefl’age, that he had declared war againft Spain, Walpole 
combated the addrefs, and while his brother Horace made a long Ipeech 
againft the quadruple alliance, and particularly argued that the grant of 
Sicily to the En^ror in exchange for Sardinia, was a breach of tlic treaty 
of Utrecht, he^mfelf exclaimed againft the injuftice of attacking the 
Spanilh fleet before the declaration of war §. But the anfwcj: given to this vio- 

• 

* Chandler. f Chandler, t Chandler. § Chandler, vol. 6, p. 191. 
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lent tlcclaniarioh by the miniilerial advocates; was nbt unrcafonahfe. They 
llated, that the blame eotdd attach only to- Spain i the condud of the king; 
and miaiiltrs was agreeable to the law of nations, and to the rules of equity. 
Was it juft to-attack Sardinia, without any previous declaration of war, and 
while the Emperor was engaged with the Turks ? Was it juft, to invade Sicily,, 
without the leaft provocation ? And was it not juft in the king of England’ 
to vindicate the faith of treaties, and to proteift the trade of his fubjefts, 
which had been violeaitly oppreffed ? But though Walpole might in this, 
and other inftances, appear influenced by the fpirit of party, yet the ai- 
guments which he and his friends urged againft the articles of the qua- 
druple alliance, are proved by experience to have been well founded ; for al- 
though the acceffion of Spain feemed to complete the peace of Utrecht, fincc 
the Emperor acknowledged Philip king of Spain, and Pliilip renounced alf 
claims to the Netherlands, the Milanefe, Naples, and Sicify, yet thofe two 
princes were too much irritated to enter cordially into this fcheme of paci- 
fication ; both parties had made ceflions without rclinquifhing their rcl'pec- 
tive pretenfions, and it will be difficult to decide, whether the Emperor or 
Philip were, moft’ diffatisfied with the quadruple alliance.. 


CHAPTER THE EIGHTEENTPI; 

1 7 1 8 — 1 7 1 9. 

Origin and Pf'ogre/s of Oie Peerage Bill. — Oppofiion and Speech of Walpole . — 

Bill rejelled.. 

I N oppofition to the peerage bill, Walpole employed all his talents and- 
eloquence, and bore the moft confpicuous part in obtaining its defeat. 
This bill was proje<fted by Sunderland ; his views were, to reftrain the 
power of the prince of Wales, when he came to the throne, whom he had 
offended beyond all hopes of fot'givenefs, and to exteud and perpetuate his 
own influence, by the creation of many new peers. The .jjnfortunate mif- 
tinderftanding between the king and his fon, which had ilSbntly increafed to 
a very alarming degree, favoured the fuccefs of his fcheme j and the kihg> 
from a motive of mean jealoufy, was induced to give up this important and 
honourable branch of his royal prerogative, and to ftrip the crown of its 

brighteft 
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Wghteft jeweL Sunderiand had little difEcalty in acquiring a large majo- Chapter if. 
rity in the houfe of iords^ in favour of a mcafurc wiiich fo highly increafed i7«8» *7*^ 
their powers the whole body of the Scotch peers ia the upper houfe were 
gained by the promife of an hereditary feat, and many of the lords, who 
froni form oppofed the bill, were fccretly not averfe to its paflifig. Being 
fecure of the lords, he relied for fucceis in the houfe of commons, on the 
known abhorrence of the Whigs, who formed a large majority, to the crea- 
tion of the twelve ireers, during the adminillration of Oxford ; he had been 
witnefs to their repeated and vehement atl'cv orations, that the crown ought 
in future to be deprived of a prerogative which by that atft had brought dif- 
honouron Great Britain, and endangered the liberties of Europe. EVeii the 
Whigs in oppofition he thought could not venture to obllruft a bill of fuch 
a nature, without lofing the confidence of their party. Under thefe cif- 
cumftances, a bill to limit the number of peers was propofed.. 

The king fent a melfage to the houfe, that,. “ he had fo much at heart The king’s 
tlie lettliig the peerage of the whole kingdom, on fueh a foundation as might 
fecure the freedom and conftitution of parliament in all future ages, that he 
was willing his prerogative flioold not ftand ia the way of fo great and necef- 
fary a work In confequence of this mefiage, a bill was brought in “ to 
fettle and limit tlie peerage in fucli a, nxanner, that the number of Englifli 
peers fliould not be enlarged beyond fix of the prefent number, which, upon 
failure of Iflue male, might be fupplied by new creations: that, inftcad- of the 
fixteen eledivc peers from Scotland, twenty-five fhould be made hereditary on 
the part of that kingdom ; and that this number, upon failure of heirs male, 
fhould be fupplied from the other members of the Scotch peerage -fi” after a 
ftrenuous oppofition from Cowper, and feme partial objections from Townf- 
hend and Nottingham, the bill was twice read, and the articles agreed to with- 
out divifion; but on the day appointed for a third reading, Stanhope ob- 
ferved, “ That the bill having made a great noife, and raifed ftrange appre- , r 4 th. 
hehfions ; and fince the defign of it had been fo mifreprefented, and fo mif- Bill with- 
underllood, that it was like to meet with great oppofition in the other houfe, 
he thought it advifeable to let that matter lie ftill till a more proper oppor- 
tunity 

The unpopularity of the raeafurcj and the ferment it had excited in the its unpopu^ 
nation, were the , motives which induced Sunderland to withdraw the motion *arity. 
at the moment of certain luccefs in the houfe of lords. In vain the pen of 

* JiOumals of the lioufe of Lords.— Chandler. f Lords Journals. J Ibid. 
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Afxlil'on had been ciiiployed in defending the bill, in a paper called fhs 
Old IVhig, againft Steele, who attacked it in apanipWet intitled l^he Phbe'wn i 
and whoi'e arguments had greater weight with the public. Walpole alfopub- 
liflied a j)aniphlet on the fiime fide of the queftion, “ The Thoughts of a Member 
of the lo wct Houfe, in relation to a ProjeSi for refir aining and limiting the Power 
vf the Crown in the future Creation of Peers*'’ In this publication, he ex- 
plained the nature of tlie bill, and expofed the views of thofe who introduced 
it, with a pcr!j)icuity of argument, and fimplicity of ftyle adapted tp all ca- 
pacities, and calculated to make a general imprcITion. 

The minifter, however, did not relinquilli his darling bill. During the 
interval between the prorogation and meeting of parliament, he exerted every 
efibrt to engage a majority in its favour. Bribes were profufely lavifhed-, 
promiles and threats were alternately employed, in every fhaj^e which his fiin- 
guineand overbearing temper could fuggeft. He affedled to declare, that it 
■was the king’s delirc, and not the ad of the miniftry ; he did not attempt to 
conceal that it levelled againft the future government of thogprince of 
Wales, whom he reprefented as capable of doing mad things ‘f when he came 
to the throne. He declared that the neceflary confequence of its rejedion 
would be the ruin of the Whigs, and the introdudion of the Tories into the 
confidence and favour of the kingj exprefled his furprife that any perfon who 
flyled himfelf a Whig ihould oppofe it ; and exerted irimlclf in the bufinefs 
with fo much heat and violence, that in endeavouring to perfuade Middle- 
ton, lord chancellor of Ireland, wfio refuted to fu}>port the meafurc in tlie 
Britifh houte of commons, the blood guthed from his nofe j‘. 

Thefe efforts were attended with fuch I’uccefs, that at a meeting held by 
the leaders of the Whigs in oppofition, at Devonthire houfe, Walpole found 
the whok body lukewarm, irrefolute, or defponding; feveral of the peers 
fecretly favoured a bill wliich would increafe their importance ; others de- 
clared, that as Whigs, it would be a manifell inconfiftency to objeft to a 
meaiure tending to prevent tho repetition of an abule of prerogative againft 
which they had repeatedly inveighed ; thofe who were fmcerely averfc to it, 
were unwilling to exert tbemfelves in hopelefs refiftanjgf, and it was the pre- 
vailing opinion that the bill ftiould be permitted to pafs without oppofitionl 
Walpole alone diffented, and reprobated, in the ftrongeft terms, this refolu- 
tion as daftardly and impolitic. He maintained that it vpis the only point 
on which they could harrafs adminiftration with any profjjeft of fiiccefs j 

• Royal and Noble Authors, vol. a. p. 140. f See Lord Middleton’s Letters and MI- 
f Lord Middi<:‘torrs converfation with Lord nutes* Correfpondtn^e, Period II. 

Sunderland. Correljpondciice, Period II. 
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that he wotild place it in fiich a light as to excite indignation in every inde- Chapter t8. 
pendent commoner; that he faw a fi irit rifing againft it among the Whigs, i7‘8 to 
and particularly among the country gentlemen, who were otherwife 'not 
averfiilio fupport government. He faid, that he had overheard a member of 
the houfe of commons, a country gentlcmr^n, who poflefl'ed an eftate of not 
more than £. 8co a year, declare to another with great warmth, that although 
he had no chance of being made a peer himfclf, yet,1te would never content 
to the injuftice of giving a perpetual exclufion to his family. He was con- 
vinced, he added, that the fame fentiment would have a ftrong effect upon the 
whole body of countr}’^ g> nthinen; and concluded bis animated remonlbfances, 
by declaring, that if delerted by his party, he himfelf would fingly ftand 
forth and oppofe it. Tins declaration, urged with uncommon vehemence, oc» 
cafionecl much altercation, and many perfuafions were made to deter him front 
adopting a meafure which ap[)eared chimerical and abfurd ; but when they 
found that he perfifted, the whole party gradually came over to bis opinion, 
and agreld that an oppohtion fliould be made to it in the houfe of com- 
mons *. 

The bill was again introduced to the notice of parliament, at the open- bhi pafles ihe 
ing of the feflion, by the following artful expreflions in the king’s fpeech : 

“ If the iKJceflities of my government have fometimes engaged your duty 
“ and affe^Mon to intruft me with powers, of which you have always, with 
** good reafon, been jealous, the whole world mu(l acknowledge they have 
“ been fo ufed, as to juflify the confidence you have repoled in me. And 
“ us I can truly affirm, that no prince was ever more zealous to increafe his 
“ own authority, than I am to perpetuate the libelty of my people, I hope 
** you will tliink of all proper methods to eftablilh and tranfmit to your p6- 
“ fterity, the freedom of our happy conftitution, and particularly to fecurc 
“ that part, which is mofl; liable to abufe. I vtlue myfelf upon being the 
“ firft, who hath given you an opportunity of doing it ; and I muft rccom- 
“ mend it to you, to compkat thofe meafures, which remained imperfeft 
“ the laft feflion f.” 

This fpeech was npje the of November; on the 25th, the duke of 
Buckingham brought the bill into the houfe,, wliere it was only oppofetl by 
Cowper. It was committed on the afitb, ingroHed on the aSth, palled the 
30th, and fent dcJWn to the houfe of commons on the ifl, of DecemV)cr j;. Sent wti.e 
At this period the bill had undergone no alteration from that propofod in the comiDons. 

* See fpeaker Onflow’s Remarks on Oppofition. Correfpondence. 

Journals.— Chandler. t Journals.— Chandler. 

g lafl 





MEMOIRS OF 


I L 

i7i4toi;2o. 


Walpole’s 

fpeeck. 


laft feiTion ; but it was undcrfto<x3, t^t in order to coftciiiite'’itbe ficont- 
mons, the king was wHli% to give up anotiier^brandi of his prerogative! 
tliat of pardoning in cafes of impeachiaentj and«fhe lords would wavsj their 
’pTWAegQ oifcandahm mdptdtHmf . - • ? 

This memorable bill was read a feeond Jtinraefon the Sth of December -f', and 
a motion made for committing it, gave rife to a long and warm debate : it 
was principally' fupported by Craggs; feeretary of ftatc, Aiflabie, chancellor 
of the exchequer, Lcchmere, attorney -general and Hampden ; it was op- 
pofal by Sir Richard Steele, in a very maflserly^ lpeeGb, by Smith, Sir John 
Pa-rkington, Methuen, and Walpole. ■ 

On this occafion he forfook his ufual mode of debating, which was plain, 
and feldom decorated with metaphorical ornaments, andj with great ani- 
mation, began his Ipeech by introducing this claffical aliufion : 

“ Among the Romans, the ?temple of fame was placed behind the tem- 
ple of virtue, to denote that there was no coining to the templc-of fame, but 
through (bat of virtue. But if this bill is pafled into a law, efeie of the 
moll powerfiil incentives to virtue would be taken away, fince' there would 
be no arriving at honour, but through the winding-dreet of an old decrepit 
lord, or Jehe grave of an extinft noble family : a policy very different from 
that glorious and enlightened nation, who nrade it their pride to hold out 
to the world illuftrious examples of merited elevation, 


' ' “ P (ft ere honoris feirent tit ctlnSli viam. 

** It is very far from my thoughts to depreciate the advantages, or detrad; 
from the refped due ta illuftrious birth j for though the philolopher may 
fay with the poet, ’ 


Et genus et proavos, et qua non fecimus ipft, 

Pix ea nojf^a voco ; 

yet the claim derived from that advantage, though fortuitous, is fo generally 
and fo juftly conceded, that every endeavour to fubvert the principle, would 
merit contempt and abhorrence. But though illu^^us birth forms one 

• Words fpoken in derogation of a peer, a imny ancient ilatwtes; as well on behalf of 
judm, or other great officer of the realm, are the crown to toffiA the punifltntent of impri- 
haXkA fcandalum magnatum, and, though they fonmcnt on the (landt^fer, as on behalf of*the 
be filch as would not be aAioUable in the cafe ' party to recover' damages for the injury fuf- 
of a common perfon, yet when fpoken in dif- tained.— Blackllone’s Commentaries. B. 3. 
girace of fneb high and refpertable charafters, C. 8. 

they amount to an atrocious injuri', which is f See Journ<dt.^Chandler,bytnillake, fays 
eedrefled by an suStion on the cafe, founded on the 7th. 
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undil'puted title to pre-eminence, and fupcrior confideratiou, yet furely it Chapter iH. 

ought not to be the only one. I'he origin of high titles was derived from 1718 to 1719. 

the will of the fovereign to reward fignal fcrvices, or confpicuous merit, by * 

a recompenfe which, furviving to poderity, fliould difplay in all ages the 

virtues of the receiver, and the gratitude of the donor. Is merit then fo 

rarely difcernible, or is gratitude fo fniall a virtue in our days, that the one 

mull be fuppofed to be its own reward, and the other limited to a barren 

difplay of impotent good-w'ill ? Had this bill originated with foiiie noble 

peer of diftinguifhed anceftry, it would have excited Icfs furprifej a dehre to 

exclude others from a participation of honours, is no novelty in perfons of 

that clafs : Qmd ex aliorum mentis Jibi arrogant, id niihi ex meis ajeribi nolunt. 

“ But it is matter of jufl. furpriic, that a bill of this nature Ihoukl either 
have been projeded, or at Icaft promoted by a gentleman * who was, not 
long ago, feated amongft us, and who, having got into the houfe of peers, in. 
now defirous to flint the door after him. 

“ When great alterations in the conflitution are to be made, the experiment 
fliould be tried for a fliort time before the propofed change is finally carried 
into execution, left; it fliould produce evil inftead of good ; but in this cafe, 
when the bill is once fandioned by parliament, there can be no future hopes 
of redrefs, bccaufe the upper houfe will always oppofe the repeal of an ad, 
which has fo coufiderably increafed their power. The great unanimity with 
which this bill has pafled the lords, ought to infpire fomc jcaloufy in the 
commons ; for it muft be obvious, that whatever the lords gain, muft be 
accjviired at the lofs of tlie commons, and the diminution of the regal prero- 
gative ; and that in all dilputes between the lords and commons, wJien the 
houfe of lords is immutable, the commons muft, fooner or later, be obliged 
to recede. 

“ The view of the miniftry in framing this bill, is plainly nothing but to 
fecurc their power in the houfe of lords. The principal argument on which 
the ncceffity of it is founded, is drawn from the milchief occafionod by the 
creation of twelve peers during the reign of queen Anne, for the purpole of 
carrying an infamous peace through the lioufe of lords j that was only a 
temporary meafure, whereas the mifehief to be occafioned by this bill, will 
be perpetual. It creates thirty-one peers by authority of parliament j fo 
extraordinary a ftep cannot be fuppofed to be taken without fome linifter 
defign in future. The miniftry want no additional ftrength in the houfe of 
lords, for conducing the common affairs of government, as is fuflicientiy 

* Lord Stanhope. 

R 


Von. I. 


proved 



Z22 


MEMOIRS OF 


Period II. jjrovetl by the unanimity with which they have carried through this bill. 

17:410 irao. If, therefore, they think it necefliiry to aetjuire additional ftrength, it muft 
be done with views and intentions more extravagant and hoftile to the con- 
ftitution, than any wliich have yet been attempted. The bill itfelf is of a moft 
infidious and artful nature. The immediate creation of nine Scotch peers, 
and the refervation of fix Englilh peers for a necelfary occafion, is of double 
ufe; to be ready for the houle of lords if wanted, and to engage three times 
the number in the houle of commons by hopes and promifes. 

“ I’o lantftion tliis attempt, the king is induced to affect to wave fomc 
part of his prerogative ; but this is merely an oftenlible renunciation, un- 
founded in faifl, or reafon. I am defirous to treat of all points relating to 
the private afl'airs of his majefly, with the utmoft tendernefs and caution, 
but I fliould wifli to alk the houle, and I think I can anticipate the anfw'er i 
Has any fuch quellion been upon the tapis, as no man would forgive the 
authors, that fliould put them under the neceflity of voting againft either 
fide * ? Are there any misfortunes, which every honeft man fecretly laments 
and bewails, and would think the laft of mifehiefs, fliould they ever become 
the fubjciT of public and parliamentary converfations ? Cannot numbers that 
hear me teftify, from the folicitations and whifpers they have met with, 
that there are men ready and determined to attempt thefe things if they had 
a profpedt of fuccefs ? If they have -thought, but I hope they are miftaken 
in their opinion of this houfe, that the chief obflacle would arife in the 
houle of lords, where they have always been tender upon perfonal points, 
cfpecially to any of their own body, does not this projedl enable them to 
carry any quellion through the houfe of lords ? Mull not the twenty-five 
Scots pcens accept upon, any terms, or be for ever excluded ? Or will not 
twenty- five be found in all Scotland that will ? How great will the tempta- 
tion be likewil'c to fix Englilh, to fill the prefent vacancies ? And fliall w^e 
then, with our eyes open, take this Ilep, which I cannot but look upon as the 
beginning of woe and confufion ; and lhall we, under thefe apprehenfions, 
break through the Union, and Ihut up the door of honour.? It certainly 
will have that effefl; nay, the very argument advanced in its fupport, that 
, it will add weight to the commons, by keeping the rich men there, admits 
that it will be an exclulion. 

“ But we are told, that his majelly has voluntarily confented to this limi- 
tation of his prerogative. It may be true } but may not the king have been 
deceived ? Which if it is ever to be fuppofed, mull be admitted in this cafe. 

• He here probably alluded to the mifunderftanding between the king and prince of Wales- 

It 
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It is incontrovertible, that kings have been over-ruled by tire importunity Chapter iff. 
of their minifters to remove, or to take into adminiftration, perfons who are 1718101719. 
difagreeable to them. The charadter of the king furnilhes us aUb a ftrong ’ % ■*■ '* 
proof that he has been deceived j for although it is a fadt, that in Hanover, 
where he polfelTes abiblute power, he never tyrannifed over his fubjedts, or 
defpotically exercifed his authority, yet, can one inftance be produced wfien 
he ever gave up a prerogative ? 

“ If the conftitution is to be amended in the houfe of lords, the greateft 
abufes ought to be firfl; corredled. But what is the abufe, againft which this 
bill fo vehemently inveighs, and which it is intended to corredl ? The abufe 
of the prerogative in creating an occafional number of peers, is a prejudice 
only to the lords, it can rarely be a prejudice to the commons, but mufl; ge- 
nerally be exerciled in their favour ; and fhould it be argued, that in cafe of 
a difference between the two houfes, the king may excrcife that branch of 
his prerc^ative, with a view to force the commons to recede, we may reply, 
that upon a difference with the commons, the king poflelfes his negative, 
and the excrcife of that negative would be lefs culpable than making peers 
to fereen himfelf. 

“ But the ftrongeft argument againft the bill is, that it will not only be a 
difeouragement to virtue and merit, but would endanger our excellent con- 
ftitution } for as there is a due balance between the three branches of the le- 
giflature, it will deftroy that balance, and confcquently fubvert the whole con- 
ftitution, by caufing one of the three powers, which are now dependent on 
each other, to preponderate in the fcale. The crown is dependent upon the 
commons by the power of granting money ; the commons are deiJcndent 
on the crown by the power of dlffolution : The lords will now be made in- 
dependent of both. 

“ The fixtcen eleftive Scotch peers, already admit themfelves to be a 
dead court weight, yet the fame fixteen are now to be made hereditary, 
and nine added to their number, Thefe twenty-five, under the influence of 
corrupt minifters, may find their account in betraying their truftj the ma- 
jority of the lords may alfo find their account in rup})orting fuch minifters ; 
but the commons, and the commons only, muft fufler for all, and be deprived 
of every advantage. If the propofed meafure deftroys two negatives in the 
crown, it gives a negative to thefe twenty-five united, and confers a power, 
fuperior to that of the king himfelf, on the head of a clan, who will have the 
power of recommending many. The Scotch commoners can have no other 
view in fupporting this meafure, but the expefted .'^grandizement of their 
own chiefs. It will dilfolvc the allegiance of the Scotch peers who arc not 
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P«iod n. amongft the twenty-five, and who can never hope for the benefit of an elec- 
1^14101720. (Q peers of parliament, and alrnoft enaft obedience from the fbvereign 
to tlie betrayers of the conflitntion. 

“ The prefent view of tlie bill is dangerous ; the view to pofterity, perfonal 
and unpardonable ; it will make the lords matters of the king, according to 
their own confeflion, when they admit, that a change of adminiftration ren- 
ders a new creation of peers necellary ; for by precluding the king from 
making peers in future, it at the fame time precludes him from changing the 
prefent adminittration, who will naturally fill the vacancies with their own 
creatures ; and the new peers will adhere to the firft minifler, with the fame 
zeal and unanimity as thofc created by Oxford adhered to him. 

“ If when the parliament was made foptennial, the power of diflblving it 
before the end of feven years had been w retted from the crown, would not 
fuch an alteration have added immenfe authority to the commons ? and yet, 
the prerogative of the crown iji dillblving parliaments, may be, and has been 
oftener abufed, than the power of creating peers. 

“ But it may be obferved, that the king, for liis own fake, will rarely make 
a great numlicr of peers, for they, being ufually created by the influence of 
the firtt minifter, foon become, upon a change of admijiilfration, a weight 
againft the crown ; and had queen Anne lived, the truth of this obfervation' 
would have been verified in the calc of mott of the twelve peers made by 
Oxford. Let me a/k, however, is the abufe of any j)rerogative a fufficient 
reafon for totally annihilating that prerogative? Under that confideration, 
tlie power of diflblving parliaments ought to be taken away, becaufe that 
power has been more exercifed, and more abufed than any of the other prero- 
gatives; yet in 1641, when the king had affented to a law that difabled him 
from proroguing or dilfolving parliament, without the confent of both 
houfes, he was from that lime under lubjeCtion to the parliament, and from 
thence followed all the fubfequent mifehiefs, and his own dellru< 5 tion. It 
may alfo be alked, Whether the prerogative of making peace and war has 
never been abufed ? I might here call to your recolledlion the peace of 
Utrecht, and the prelent war with Spain. Yet who will prefume to advilc 
that the power of making w'ar and peace, fliould be taken from the crown ? 

“ How can the lords exped the commons to give their concurrence to a 
bill by which they and their pofterity are to be for ever excluded from the 
peerage ? How would they themfelves receive a bill which Ihould prevent a 
baron from being made a vifeount, a vifeount an earl, an carl a marquis, and 
a marquis a duke ? Would they confent to limit the number of any rank of 
peerage I Certainly none f unlefs, perhaps, the dukes. If the pretence for 
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Its 


this meafure is, that it will tend to fccure the freedom of parliament, I fay 
that there are many gther fteps more important and lefs equivocal, fucli 
as the difcontinuancc of bribes and penfions. 

“ That this bill will fecure the liberty of parliament, I totally deny ; it will fe- 
cure a great preponderance to the peers ; it will form them into a compact im- 
penetrable phalanx, by giving them the power to exclude, in all cales of extinc- 
tion and creation, all I'uch perfons from their body, who may be obnoxious to 
them. In the inllances wc have feen of their judgment in fome late cates, 
fufficient marks of pai tiality may be found to put us on our guard againtt 
committing to them the power they would derive from this bill, of judging 
the right of latent or dormant titles, when their verdidt would be of fuch 
immenfe importance. Jf gentlemen will not be convinced by argument,, 
at leaft, let them not flint their cars to the dreadful example of former 
times j let them recoiled!: that the overweening difpofition of the great barons, 
to aggrandize their own dignity, occafioned them to exclude the lefl’er barons, 
and to that circumllance may be fairly attributed the fanguinary wars which- 
fo long defolated the country 

The cfFedl of this fpeech on the houfe, exceeded the inofl: {anguine ex- 
pcdlation; it fixed thofe who had before been wavering and irrefolute, brought 
over many who had been tempted by the fpecioufncfs of the mealure to fa- 
vour its introdudion, and procured its rejedioii by a triumphant majority of 
269 againft 177. 


Chapter i8. 
i7i8to 171x31. 


Bill rejoftedU 


• The fubflance of this fpeech is collected pers. — See alfo. Onflow on Oppofition, Cor'* 
from nieniorancluins in Sir Robert Walpole’s refpondence, Period II. — IliRorical Regillcr,^ 
9WJJ hand-writino, among lord Orford’s pa- j 719.'— Chandler, 
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Period III. 
i 74 oto 1727. 


PERIOD THE THIRD: 

From the South Sea A&, to the Death of George the Firft 

172 o — 1 727. 


CHAPTER THE NINETEENTH: 

1720. 

Origin and Ptogrefs of the South Sea Company. — Their ProjeEl for litjuidat- 
ing the National Debt.—Efpotifed by the Minifry.— Oppofed by Walpole. 

Accepted by Parliament. — Walpole reconciles the King and the Prince of 
Wales. Forms a Coalition with Sunderland. — Tozvnfliend appointed Prefdent 
of the Council. Walpole Paymafer of the Forces. — Retires into the Country. 

T he coinmencement of this period forms a memorable «ra in the po- 
litical life of Sir Robert Walpole, and holds him forth as the reftorer 
of the national credit, which the fatal eliedls of the South Sea Icheme had 
brought to the brink of deftrudion. 

The South Sea Company owed its origin to a chimerical project, formed 
by Harley in 1 7 1 1, for the purpofe of reiloring the public credit, which had 
been greatly affcacd by the clifmiflion of the Whig miniftry, and ofeftablifti- 
ing a fund for the dilcharge of the navy and army debentures, and the other 
paits of the floating debt, which amounted to f. 9,47 *>325 ; and was after- 
wards increa»ed to f, 10,000,000. With a view to fettle a fund for paying 
the intercfl of 6 per cent, on thele arrears, which amounted to the annual 
fumof/.. 568,279, all the duties upon wines, vinegar, tobacco, India goods, 
wrought filks, whale fins, and a h;w other duties, were renderetl permanent. 
In order to allure tne creditors with the hopes of advantages from a new 
comrnerce, the monopoly of a trade to the South Sea, or coaft of Spanifh 
America, was granted to a company compofed of the feveral jiroprietors of 
this funded debt, which being incorporated by aft of parliament, took the ap- 
pellation 
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pellation of the South Sea Company *. The great advantages to be derived 
from this commerce, had been held forth and exaggerated from the time of 
our firft voyages to Spanilh America, in the reign of Elizabeth, and had 
been ftil! farther increafed by the reports of the buccaneers. The confidcr- 
able riches which France had brought from America, fince the eflabliiboient 
of Pliilip the Fifth on the throne of Spain, had contributed to raife the fan- 
guinc expedlations of the Britilb merchants; a rumour, induftrioufly circu- 
lated, that four ports on the coafts of Peru and Chili, were to be ceded by 
Spain, inflamed the general ardour ; the profpeft of exchanging gold, filver, 
and rich drugs for the manufactures of England, were plaufible allurements 
for an enterprifing and commercial nation ; and the mines of Potofi and 
Mexico, were to cliffufe their inexhauftible ftores through the medium of tlie 
new company. 

The famous aCl of parliament, which incorporated the fubferibers of the 
debts, under the name of the governor and company of merchants of Great 
Britain trading to the South Seas and other parts of America, was called the 
earl of Oxford’s maftcr piece, and confidered by his panegy'rifls as the fure 
means of bringing an inexhauftible mine of riches into England. But in 
fa( 51 : this feheme was fettled on a falfc foundation ; for by the peace of Utrecht, 
Spain and the Indies being confirmed to Philip the Fifth, that monarch was. 
too jealous to admit the Englilh to a free trade in the South Sea, and inftead 
of the advantageous commerce which Oxford had held forth, the company 
obtained only the-f aflionto contraCt, or the privilege of fupplyingtheSpanilh. 
colonies of America with negroes for 30 years, with the permifllon of fend- 
ing to Spanifti America an annual fhip, limited both as to tonnage and value 
of cargo, of the profits of which the king of Spain relervcd one fourth, and 
five per cent, on the other three fourths But this difappointment was at- 
tempted to be counteraded by the declaration made by Oxford, that Spain 
had permitted two lliips, in addition to the annual ^up, to carry merchan- 
dize, during the firft year to the northern coafts of Spanifii America, and a 
pompous nomination of the feveral ports where the company liad leave to 
trade, and fettle fadories. But the grand benefits of this commerce were 
never realifed. The firft voyage of the annual fliip was not made till 1717, 
and in the following year, the trade was fupprefled by the rupture with Spain, 
Their elieds, fadories, and fervants were feized and detained, notwitliftand- 
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• James Poftlethvvayt’s Hiftorical State of f Afliento is a Spanifh word, lignifying a 
the South Sea Company, — AiK*krfon on pom- firm or contrafl. 
snerce, vol. 3. p. 43. Tindal, vol. 17. p. 36 ie J Anderfon, vol. 3. page 55. 
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Period III. ing the agreement in the affiento, which allowed, in cafe of ajupture, eighteen 
i/aotoi;:;, months for the removal of their cffeCls. 

Such was the ftate of the South Sea Company, when the niiniftry, inftead 
dadng^the"^ of attempting to lelTcn tlie national incumbrances, by the only juft and fuc- 
nationaldel)t. cefsful means, a clear and inviolable finking fond, adopted the vifionary 
fchemes of projedors, and gave to the South Sea Com()any the power of 
fafcinating tlie minds of the public, and fpreading an infatuation fimilar to 
that wliich had recently involveel France in a national bankruptcy. The 
grand point which government had in view, was the reduftion of the irre- 
deemable annuities, created in the reigns of William and Anne, tor a period 
of 8 g, 96, and 99 years, amounting nearly to 800,000 per annum, as no 
eftcftual meafures could be adopted to lelfen the public debts, whilft thefe 
annuities remained irredeemable. 

Propofal laid In order to effect this liquidation, the miniftcr accepted propofals from the 
Hienn South Sea Company, for reducing the debts to a redeemable ftate : as the 

objedl of the minifters, who had previoufly and fecretly arranged the feheme 
with tlie directors, was to furprife the houfe of commons into the meafure of 
granting this cxtenfive privilege to the South Sea Company, and of prevent- 
ing competition, they entertained the moft fanguine hopes of fuccels, from 
the fpecious advantages wJiich tliey held forth to the public as tlie necelfary 
confequences. They accordingly laid the bufinefs before a committee of the 
J’eb. 2sd. houfe of commons *. Aiflabie having opened the propofal of the South Sea 
Company, and declared that, if it w'as accepted, the national debt could be 
liquidated in twenty-fix years, was followed by Cecretary Craggs, who after 
congratulating the chancellor of the exchequer, on the clear and intelligible 
manner in which he had explained the bufinefs, and the nation on the pro- 
Ipcd of difeharging the debt fooner than was generally expeded, concluded 
by obferving, that no other regular motion could be made, than that the 
chairman fliould report progrefs, and defire leave to fit again, as he took it 
for granted, that every gentleman was ready and willing to receive the pro- 
pofal according to the feheme which had been fo well explained. On fitting 
down a profound filence enfued, and continued for almoft a quarter of an hour, 
Objefted to. until the fecretary again rofe, and made the motion in form. Thomas Bro- 
drick-f, member for Stockbridge, then rofe, and after obferving, that until the 
national debt was difeharged, we could not properly fpeaking, call ourfelves a 

^ Journals. 

f Brother of lord Middleton, lord chancellor of Ireland. 
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natioh, and that therefore every, ptfopofal, tending to that great end, ought to be Chapter 19. 
received and confidered ; He added, that the firft gentleman who fpoke, ap- *?*•• 
speared to recommend this fcheme exclufiv’ely.and the fecretarj' had agreed with • 

<him j but it was to be hoped, tlrat with a view of obtaining the beft bargain for 
the nation, every other company, or any fociety of men, might be alfo at full li- 
berty to ddiver in their propofals. This obfervationdifconcertedand confound- 
ed the minifters. They felt themfelves embarraffed, and being unable to give any 
reafonable arguments in favour of fuch a conduft, they had recourfe to violent 
aflertions and perfonal refledtions. Aillabie, in particular, having ufed fome 
unguarded cxprelfion5,“ /^a/ things of this nature mujl be carried on with fpirit^' 
was interrupted by Sir Jofeph Jekyl, who obferved, with much warmth. 

It is this fpirit which has undone the nation ; our bufinefs is to confider 
•thoroughly, deliberate calmly, and judge of the whole upon reafon, not with 
the fpirit alluded to.” Aiflabie, in attempting to explain, betrayed fo much 
embarraffment, that he excited the laughter of the houfe. Walpole then Walpole fa- 
rol'e, and put a momentary ftop to thefe indecorous altercations. He ap- 
plauded the defign, agreed in general to the propriety of . the fcheme, but tition. 
declared that fome parts required amendment, and a few others were un- 
ccafonable, concluding ftrongly in favour of receiving all propofals, which 
feemed to be almoft the general opinion. Lechmcrc replied, but inftead of 
confining himfelf to the fubjedt in debate, he poured forth invedives againft 
the fcheme w'hich had been propofed by Walpole, for the payment of the 
national debt, ahd gave the preference to that before the houfe. Walpole, 
irritated by this virulent attack, rofe again, and with no.lefs afperity, but with 
more calmnefs and fkill, retorted on Lechmere ; he proved, from papers * 
which he held in his hand, that the member whg fpoke laft had unfairly re- 
prefented fadts, expofed his deceitful mode of ‘ reafoning, entered minutely 
into the fcheme, and laid open its fallacy in many material points. Lech- 
mere, frill farther provoked, again attempted to reply, but met with 
repeated interruptions. In vain the chairman called to order, and: ex- 


* Among the Orford Papers, are feveral iiotes made his ftatements to the houfe, but as they 
and memorandums in Sir Robert Walpole’s were written merely for his own private ufe, 
hand writing, which contain comparative and cOnfift principally of figures, with few' 
accounts of the two propofals, and give the fpecific references, little ufe could be made of 
preference to that of the bank. Thefe are them. ‘ The magnitude of the South Sea pro- 
p. obably fome of the papers from which be* - jeA, will appear from one of thefe notes. 


South Sea, prefent capital 
Purchafe of the redeemable debts 
Irredeemables 


11,746,844 8 16 
I $,924,218 12 10^ 
>5.057.493 >3 « 


And including the original capital, the whole dock |s 


— 42.728,55*’ >5 4-1 
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clauned, Hear your member.’* . The whole hoofe repeatedly cried out,. 
“ We have heard him long enough." The chairman quitted the chair, and 
the tpeaker having refuraed jt, the houfe unanimoully agreed to receive all 
propofals, and to rcColve itfelf into a committee the following Wednelday, to 
confider farther of the fubjedl *. 

In confequence of theie refolutions, the baftk of England laid a propo- 
.fition before the commons, offering ftill more advantageous terms, aiul 
as it was fai)pofed, that confiderable benefits would accrue to tbofc whofe 
fcheme was accepted, a ftrong competition prevailed between the bank 
and South Sea company, who endeavoured to outbid each other. The 
South Sea company had offered to give. X* 3 >500, 000; but the bank, 
having bid ^^^00,000, the company were to irritated, that at a general 
court, the directors were inftru&ed to obtain the preference, cojl what it 
would -f, and they fucceeded, by the offer of paying the enormous fum of 
£. 7,567,500, as a gratuity to the public. This propofal being laid before the 
houfe of commons, was warmly oppofed by Walpole, who fpoke in favour of 
the bank. In vain he difplayed the fallacy of the South Sea fcheme, and 
the great difference between that and the bank, by (hewing, that the com- 
pany was not limited in the price they were to put on the ftock made over 
to them; wherras the bank offered a ^)ecific fum of £. 1,700 ftock, for 
every hundred pounds in the long annuities, and the fame proportion for the 
(hort annuities. In vain he urged, that it countenanced the pernicious prac- 
tice of ftock jobbing, by diverting the genius of the nation from trade and 
induftry ; that it held out a dangerous lure for decoying the unwary to their 
ruin by a fiiKc profped; of gain, and to part with the gradual profits of their 
labour, for ima^nary wealt^ In vain he infifted, that if the propofal of the 
South Sea company lhould be accepted, the rife of their ftock ought to be li- 
mited. In vain lie dwelt on the mileries and confufion which then pre- 
vailed in France, from the adoption of (imilar meafures. In vain he argued, 
that as the whole fuccefs of the fcheme muft chiefly depend on the rife of 
the ftock, thfe great principle qf the projed was an evil of the firft magni* 
tude ; it was to raife artificially the value of the ftock, by exciting and keep- 
ing up a general infatuation, and by promifing dividends out of funds which 
would not be adequate to the purpofe. In v^n he predided, that if the 
effablilhment fucceeded, the diredors would become mafters of the govern- 
ment, form an abfolute ariftocracy in the kingdom, and controul the re- 
Ibllktions of the legiflature i or if it did not fucceed, the failure would caufe> 

• No account of this extraodinary debate is derick to lord chancellor Middleton, Janu- 
to be found in any publication The fub- ary a4th. See Gorrefpondence, Period III. 
fiance is wken from a letter of Thomas Bro- f True State of the South Sea Schenje. 

a general 
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difconteait. 06 clofsd liis ;{pcech' by obferving, that fuch would 
be the delufive coflfequetkrcs, that the public would conceive it a dreacft *. 
His arguments “iiid his eloquence were of no avail. He was compared by 
' hi s friends to CalTandi^, prcdi^ing evils which would only be believed when 
the event proved their reality, and only deprecated when they were felt ; and 
he whole ipeeches, in matteft of finance, occupied the houfe with more than 
ufual attentiwi, was now fcarcely heard. The preference was given to the 
South Sea, and the bill was afterwards carried by a majority of more than 3 to 
I -f-. Thus paffed this fatal aft, compared by earl Cowper to the Trojan horie, 
which was ufhfcred in and received with great pomp and acclamations of joy, 
but Was contrived for treachery and deftruftion. Walpole not only ljx)ke 
with energy againft the projeft, but gave to the public a^pamphlet on the 
fubjeft, called, “ The South Sea Scheme confidercd 

At this period, Sunderland felt himfclf involved in great difficulties ; he 
had promifcd the Hanoverians to procure for them a repeal of the reftraining 
claufe in the aft of fettlement, but the fuccefs which marked the efforts of 
his adverfaries, proved the impiufticabUity of fuch an attempt. The impa- 
tience of the foreign favourites to obtain the full poffeffion of the expeftpd 
honors and emoluments, rendered them diffatisfied with the minifter, who while 
he profefled an inclination, avowed lus want of power to gratify them. Thus 
expofed to the hoftile attacks of one partyf and ill fvq)ported by the other, 
he found himlelf under the neceffity of gainii^ friends to ftrengthen his ad- 
miniffration. The oppofition which Walpole had given to the raealures of 
government, and .his-^eat influence in die houfe of commons, where he was 
feebly refifted by Cr^^, Aiflabie and Lcchmere, pointed him out as the 
moft defirable co-adjutor in the prefent ftafce of circumftances j overtures 
were made to him and Townfliend, and a partial coalition toerfe place. 

On the 6th of May, Waipole feconded a motion, made by Pelham, for 
an addrefs of thanks to the king ; on the 4th of June he was appointed pay- 
maflcr general of the fences, and on the nth, Townfliend was nominated 
prefident of the council. Previoufly, however, to this arrangement, Wal- 
pole bad, in conjunftion with the duke of Devonlhire, been the princqial 
means of effefting a reconciliation between the kii;g afid the prince of Wales, 
whofe mifundefftanding had arifen to fo alarming a height, as to threaten a 

* Political State of Europe, vol. 20. An- nomy, voL 2. p. 387,— Sir Robert Walpole’s 
deif6n.~Mernorandums arid Letters io the Pamphlet, called South Sea Scheme confider- 
Walpole and Orford Papers* cd^—Sir John Blunt’s Pamphlet } 'Bhc true 

t Journals.— Political Slate, vol. 19, 0.^ State of the South Sea Scheme.— Political 
■J Royal and Noble ^Authors— Article, Earl State of Great Britain^ vol. 1 9, 20, 4 1 .--^Tindalj, 
of Orford. Hiftory of the South Sea Company, voi. 19, 

^Anderfon, vol. 3.— Steuart’s Political (Eco- 
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t>eriodIII. diftufbancc of the public tranquillity. Tlit caufes of this mifunder(lan<ling 
1740 to 1 7a;. hap: been already related, and it was ftill fiw^her jacrcafed and brought into 
' '* notice, by an incident which happened at the chriftening of one of the young 
princes. The king was to Hand godfather,, and the prince had defigned his 
unde, the duke of York,, for the other ; but, when the ceremony was per- 
formed, the duke of Newcaftle, lord cbanabedsiin t^the houfehold, ftood god- 
father, by the king’s command, not as proxy for the duke of- York, but in 
his own name. This circumftancc irritated the prince, who, at the conclu- 
fion of the ceremony, violently rcpioached» the duke, almoft in the king’s 
prefence, for having folicited the honour in his defpite.iv The king, incenfed 
at this indifcreet want of refped, fignified his difpleafure, by commandtr^ him 
to remain in his apartment, under arreft, and foOn afterwards ordered him to 
quit the palace. Notice was allb formally given, that no perfons who paid 
their refpeds to the prince and princefs (H" Wales, would be received at court,, 
and they were deprived of their ufual gdard, and of all other marks of diftinc- 
tion . 

The rcfentment of the king was alfo carried to fuch an extremity, that 
with a view to embarrafs his fon, he formed a rcfolution of obtaining an aft 
of parliament for compelling him to refign, on his acceffion to the throne, his 
German dominions. With this view, the opinion of the lord chancellor Parker, 
afterwards earl of Macclesfield, was demanded, and a conference held 'to confi- 
der of the legality arid expediency of the Icheme. The anfwer given by the 
chancellor, folly put a Hop to the meafore, as inexpedient and imprafticable, 
and liable to be followed by very dangerous confequences “f . 

The honour of effefting the_reconciiiation in the royal fiimily was princi- 
pally due to Walpole. In a conference which he held with Sunderland, to 
arrange the plan of a joint adminiftration, the minifter, who was averfe to the 
union of the two courts, endeavoured to detach him from the prince, and: 
offered biiu any conditions for himfelf and friends, provided he would con- 
fent that the* prince ihould remain in difgrace ;{;. But Walpole rejefted thefe 
overtures, and infilled on the reconciliation, as an indifpenfable preliminary,, 
before he would liften to any terms of coalition. Having extorted this 
conceffion, he, with the aifiHance of the duke of Devonlhire §, dilpofed the 
prince of Wales to write a fubmiflive letter, in which permiflion was requeft- 

* Tiddalj vol. 19, p. 169. } £touj^h.«»CQmmunicate(l by Sir Robert 

f The original draught of this ctirious con- Walpol*. 
foence, ie the hand writing of the lord chan- % Tindal, vol. 19. p. 344. Grove’s Lives 
cellor, u in the pofleliion of Thomas Aftic, of the Dukes of Devonihire, vol. 2. p. 90. 
c^Uire. 
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fcTto wait upon ^ king. admitted to a private con- 

ference, and on his return ftom the palace to Leicefter houfe, where he had 
taken up his refidence, was attended by a party of guards, and from that time 
the father and fon. appeared to be reconciled, 

Althou^i Walpole accepted the place of paymafter of the forces, yet he 
did not cordially cOalcfce with the adminiftration ; and on the prorogation 
of parliament, he took no adtive (hare in tlie government. He pafled the 
remaining part of the fummer at Houghton, and was called to take a 
leading part,, when the voice of the king, of the parliament, and of the na- 
tion unanimoudy linked him out as the perfon befl: qualified tO'heal the 
wounds, which the frenzy and frauds of the South Sea company had ior 
flidted on the public ci^it. 




Chapter 19. 
1720. 



Retires to 
Houghton. 

1720. 
July 28. 


CHAPTER THE TWENTIETH; 

1720—1721. 

Departure of the Kin^ for Hanover. ^Rtfe and Fait of thfe South Sea Stoeh,— 

National Infatuati^dnd Defpair. —Walpole's Endeavours to rejorethe Credk 
of the Company.’— The King retVms from Hanover. — Alarming State of Af- 
fairs.— Embarraffment of the Minijlry.—Defpondency of the King. — Walpole's 
Elan for the Reforation cf Public Credit.— Difcujfed. 

S OON after the appointment of Townfltend and Walpole, the king de- |unei4. 

parted for Hanover having previoully named a council of regency, 
compofcd of feveral high officers of ftate, contrary to the general expedta- ” 
tion, which in confequence of the feppofed. union between the king and 
prince of Wales, looked to him as regent in the abfence of his father. 

At this crifis the general frenzy in frivour of the South Sea fpcculation had South Sea 
rifen to. an enormous height. The compenfatlon to the South Sea company, infatuation 
for the immediate payment of the. 7,567^500, feemingly for noivaluer re- 
ceived, was tp be drawn from the profits of their fcheme. Thele profits 
were to arife from, i. The exdufive advant^s of the trade, which although 
'precarious, and depending on a peace with Spain, were ftated at no lefs than 

f . 200,000 
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to their vvei^lth, from the conftaht life in the^p^rioe of 'thi^ ftOck, in cohfe- 
qnence of the artifices ufecl to enhance ks t^IuO; on 'Which the whole fuc 
of the feheme derx.Tjded '*. 

The company could nOt fulfil it^ehg^etneirfs with government, and pay 
lb Iarg6 a fum as between feven and eight millions, widiout taking advan- 
tage of the gen^talinfatuiition, ahd availii^- themfelves of that fpirit of peeu- 
i^ary entetprife, which had feiaed the public, mind. Imaginary advan- 
tages were accordingly’ held forth i groundlcfs and hayftenOus •f reports were 
circulated concerning valuable acquifitions in the South Sea, and hidden trea- 
fures ; dividends of ten, thirty, and even fifty per cent, were voted, whicii 
the direftors knew could never be paid, and for which there was no founda- 
tion. 

The promoters of the fcheme highly exaggerated the profits j rumours were 
at the fame time fpread,’ that the company, by monopc^kung the fund 
of the whole national debt, would reduce government to the neceflity of ap- 
plying to them for loans, which would be advanced on their own terms ; and 
it was even infmuated, th,it the pioprietois wOuld obtain, by the weight of 
theii wealth, a majority in the houfe of commons, and make and depofe mini- 
fleife. The pnbttc beir^ intoxicated with thele ideas, the ftock, which at the 
clofo of the bodes at Gbriftmas, 1719, was only at i rofe, a^ tfie opening 
of the firft fubfcription, oa the i 4t;h of April, to above 300, the market- 
price being on that day .^5 : in other words, the creditors of the nation 
made over a debt of too fo*- 33^ in South Sea ftock. As the frenzy fpread, 
and the defire of making rapid fortunes became contagious, the ftock fuc- 
eeffively rOfe to above 1.^00 per'Oent. at which price the books were Opesn^ 
for the fourth fiit^Oript ion the 24thofA:pgufi:; aincl this fubfcription j though 
the maVlcetipfice df the oftibfilhed ftock was below Soo, was fold the fame 
day for a premUwh Of'30 and 40 per cent. 


* Stetiart* Political CEconftUgf, voL a. p, 
486, 3S7. Anderlbn’s Hiftory of Commerce 
Vol. 3. {i. $6. 
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The fangubeq^pj^Jity* whi<^h jRafke 4 ^t l^lseculation,, was not confined to 
the South Sea fchefflae ; th« wl¥)le feoWh* ftock-jobbers and proje< 5 tors : 

every day produced new pw>IKiCals forne pf apparent importance and utilityi 
others fo abfurd and futile, that their fuccefs was matter of furprife, and al- 
moft exceeds credibility. So prevalent was this rage, amonglt perlbns even 
of the higheft rank, that the prince of Wales was induced to become governor 
of the copper company. In vain Walpole and Comptoii pneieavoured to dif- 
fuade hinrffom this aft of «>degradation, by reprefenting, that he fubjefted 
himfelf to a profeevrfion, that he would l^v reviled in parlian^nt, and that 
the prime of Walei's bubble would be hawked about in Change alley. Their 
remonftrances had no efifeft, the prince became governor, but afterwards, bh 
receiving notice that a profecution would be commenced againft the (;om- 
pany, withdrew his riamc, with a gain of 40,000 -f. 

Thefe delufive projefts received their firfli chc^k from the power to which 
they owed their birth : Tlie directors of the South Sea company, jealous of 
their fuccefs, and defirous to monopolize all the money of the fpeculators, 
obtained writs of Jeire agamft the conduftors of bubbles, and thus 

put an end to them. But in opening the ey«s of the deluded multitude, 
they took away the main prop of their own, tottermg edifice. Sufpieion 
once excited was not to be fupprelTed, and the public, no longer amufed by 
pompous declarations, and prorail'es of dividends, which they were convinced 
could never be realized, declined all farther purchafes of ftpek, which fell inlefs 
than three weeks to 400, and thofe who had bought at large pretrfiums were 
involved in diftrefs and ruin. Amongft the numbers who fuffered by thele 
fpeculations, were not only perlbns of the firll rank, btjt merchants and 
traders of every claTsyand bankers, who having advanced the monies comnait* 
ted' to them, on the fubfeription receipts, by tfieir temporary fioppages aug- 
mented t lie general calamity. 

When the public diftrefs was arrived to a moft alarming height, and de- 
fpair pervaded all ranks of people, to Walpole every eye was direfted, as the 
©nly perfon capable of affording afliftafice, under the preffure of immediate 

• The reader will find near two hundred erf fiiced ddufion, was that of a man who adver- 
thefebubble3, eminTieratcdin Anderfon'sHifto- that upon payment of tvi^o guineas, the 

jry of Conuierc^, voj, 3. p. 103. Arnongftthc AibfcribjtfsflioulcH)einut^dtoahiuiciredpound 
moft abfurd may be mentioned^ projefts, For fljare, in a projeft which would be difeJofed 
tranfmiiting qiftcMlycr kito a majleabh^ in a rnonth ; the e?ttrenie folly oF the public 

metal. — P'or importing a number of large was fuch, that he received a thoufaiui of thelb 
jack-affts from Spain, in order tp propagate a fubferiptions in one day, and then went off. 
large breed of mii^es }— -and for trading in hu* f Secretary Craggs Earl Stanliope, July 
manhair, Bvft the moft impiidcntgiid bare* rath. Corrcfpondcijce, Period III. 
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ueceffity. Wheq: the aid of the bank became aeGeffar)' to , South, 
Sea company from ruin, he wjJs ealled froal the ^puntry, and importuned to 
uie his intereft with the governors, to perfoade :thcm 4o accept a propotal 
made by the South Sea company, to circulate a number of their bonds. At 
this- awful moment the clamour of diftfefe Was irceiiflible, and the b^nk, 
after great reluftancc, arifing front a Jt^tural dread of being involved 
in the fame ruin which -threatened the South Sea company, was at length 
induced to liften loathe propofals. Walpole’ was jwetent at feveral con- 
terences between Uie committees of the two companies, and drew up, in 
the firft conferene*;, a minute, Well known afterwards by the name eSf the 
bank contradt, Ipecifying the agreement of the bank, to circulate three 
millions of South Sea bonds for one year, on cectain: conditions, which were 
fpecified at a fubfequent meeting. -The report of his interference,, and the 
intended aid to be given by the bank, occafioned a temporary rife in the South 
Sea ftock, but the public was in fuch a ftate of terror and agitation, and fo 
defperate was the fituation of the South Sea company, that any community 
of interefts between the two companies, was confidered as fatal to both. In 
confequence of this notion, fuch a deniand was made on the bank, that -the 
governors refufed to at^e by the terms of their agreement •, alledging, -that 
it was deficient in legal validity “h* 

The critical iftate of the nation havii^ r^dcred the immediate prefence of 
the king necelfary, he haftily quitted his German dominions, and landed at 
Jd^JS^te/on the 9th of November. But his prefence had not the defired 
e/Feft. South Sea ftock, which at tlie king’s arriv#! was at 2 10, fell in a 
few days to 135 j. The public now looked with ankious ej^eftation for 
the affembling of parliament, which was to .meet on the 2.5th of November ; 
yet fuch were, the difficultieis; under which the miniftry laboured, to form a 
proper fcheme for remedying the national diftrefs, which daily increafed, 
that it was fartlier prorogued toi^he 8th of December. 

Nor is it a matter of wonder that the miniftry were alarmed, and uncer- 
tain what meafures to purfue. England had never experienced fo total a de- 
ftrudion of credit, never was any country in fo violent a paroxyfin of detpon- 
dency and terror. The South Sea company was confidered as the folecaufe of 
all the national misfortunes, the diredbrs were indifcriftiihatcly loaded with 
' execrations, and devoted by the public voice to condign punUhment. Thofe 
who had promoted tlie fcheme were involved in the feme general deteftation. 

• Pplitical State. Sooie . feacernfeg the Public 

J True State of the South Sea Scheme.-— Fund^ p* 88, 91. ^Tiridal. . 

t Political State.—Tindal. 
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Tlie king, in addition to the odium of being a foreigner, and governed by Chapter a». 
foreign counfels, and of increafing his own dominions in Germany, at the 
expence of England, was now moft virulently reviled f6r having favoured 
the South Sea ad. Well-founded fufpicions were formed, that his Ger- 
man minifters and miftrefles had received enormous largeffes in (lock to re- 
commend and promote the projeft. Moft of tlie principal minifters of the 
Englifla cabinet, Xownfliend excepted, were accufed of being implicated in 
the fame fcandalous traffic, either by thcmfelvcs or their relations, and had' 
totally forfeited tlie public opinion. 

Id 1? reports were circulated, and believed, that Sunderland* was endea- Popular cl»- 
vouring to prevail on the king to marry the duchefs of Kendal, with a view 
to diminiftx the influence of the prince of Wales j and tliat he was following 
the example of his father with James the tccond, in driving his mafter to 
fuch ads of unpopularity, as might caufc a depofition, and cllablifli a re- 
public on the ruins of the throne. A general outcry prevailed, that the king 
and minifters had leagued with the South Sea company Hb dupe the nation, 
and that the remedy for thele enormous evils, would be more dangerous than 
the dilbrder itfelf. 


The public difeontents were increafed to fo great a height, that fome of 
his Hanoverian counfellors fuggefted the raftieft mcafures •f. They ad- 
vifed the king to aff'ed a refignation of the crown to the prince of Wales, 
and infinuated, that William, his great predeceflbr, had furraoimtcd the 
fadions of the time by threatening to retire, and leave the country to its 
fate. As a laft and defiieratc efibrt, he was recommended to apply to the 
army to fouad tlie officers, many of whom it was faid, had declared, that 
rather than fubmit to the eftabliftiment of a commonwealth, or a popilh com- 
petitor, they would affift to render the king abfolutc. Others were alarmed, 
and dreaded a mifunderftanding between the king and the parliament ; de- 
precated any attempt to apply to tlie army, oppofed the refignation of the 
crown, by infinuating, that it was not thc?> firft time, that a king of Eng- 
land had ruined himfelf by retiring, with the hope of quelling the fury of 
the populace ; advifed rather, that fecret applications fliould be made to the 
Emperor and the other allies, for troops, if neceflary, to defend his perfon 
againft any rebellious attempts. 

In this alarming crifis, the king was penfivc tind defpouding, uncertain Ti>e king de- 
how to aft, and by whom to be direfted. fpondeiu. 


•. I.etten from Count Bemfdorf, and otbfcr Hanoverian minifters, among the Townflieud 
Papers. t Ibid, 

VoL. I. T Fortunately, 
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Fortunately, in this moment of fufpenfe and agitation, the public voice 
called forth Walpole, as the only man calculated to fave the nation from im- 
pending dellruftion. In conjunAion with Townthend, he flood at the head 
of a large party, higlily refpeded for their tried integrity j among whom the 
names of Cavendifli and Rullel were moft confpicuous, who bad uniformly 
a6ted witlj him 5 while the dukes of Newcaflle, Bolton, Grafton, and many 
other Whigs, who had united vyith Sunderland, were now ready to join his 
flandard. He was attached to government by the office ofpaymafler of tlie 
forces ; but as he had icarcely taken any part in public traniadlions,^he did 
not (hare with adrainiftration the general odium. He had acquired great po- 
pularity by his uniform oppofition to the South Sea act, and by having pre- 
dided the evils which were now moll f'everely felt. 

Walpole now pofieffed the power, had he j^oflelfed the inclination, to 
ruin the South Sea company, the diredors of which had treated liim with 
many marks of cc^teinpt and- obloquy, and to wreak his vengeance upon 
its principal contriver, Sunderland, who by his cabals in 1716, had driven 
him and Townlliend from the helm of government *. He was not ignorant 
that the Hanoverian junto were diffatisfied with Sunderland. Tiic pro- 
mifes which he had made of obtaining the repeal of the incaixicitaiiug 
claufe, were not fulfilled, and when he was reproached for the breach uf Ins 
word, he had excufed himfelf by allcdging, that Walpole, on whom he had 
relied for carrying tlie meafure through the houfe of commons, was no longer 
in adminiflration. Waljxile, therefore, was lecure of their co-operation, if 
lie had deigned to make overtures to them. He alfo well knew, that SuPv 
derland had principally promoted the South Sea aft, for tlie purpofe of fe- 
curing, by largefles of flock, a majority in both houfes of parliament. He 
was aware that the minifter had never cordially coalelced with him and 
Townlbend, anci that as foon as he bad flrengthencd his party by their 
means, he had formed a refolulion to obtain tlieir difini/Iion. 

The affairs of the South Sea company were in lb dcffierate a fituation, the 
popular outcry againft the direftors fo violent, and the general diftrefs fo ur- 
gent, that he did not want excufes for juftlfying a refufal to undertake this 
arduous bufinefs. 

But Walpole was not of a vindic'live temper ; he cheerfully facrificed his 
own refentment, and though fully fatisfied of Sunderland’s infidious and 
overbearing charafter, came forward to affift in relieving his country from 


• Letter from Wm. PiiIteney,*Correfpondence, Period JIL 
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tlie general calamity. He was fully aware of the numerous cmbarra/Tments 
which nppofcil his fuccei's. To him was enjoined the difficult tafle of pre- 
fervlng the honour of the king, which feemed contaminated by the notorious 
avarice and venality of his German followers ; of counterafting the unpoj)u- 
larity of the minifter, by whole authority and influence the South Sea bill 
had been framed and carried ; of fatisfylng the fufferers, who loudly ap- 
pealed for indemnification, without detriment to the public ; of drawing 
tlie difficult line between too much lenity and too much feverity j of recon- 
ciling the people to the king, and of calming the difeontents, which threat- 
ened tumults and infurredions. He did not, however, flirink from the trial ; 
but engaged in the talk with tliat ardour aiid affuluity which marked his 
character. After examining various propofals which were fubmitted to his 
confideratlon, he adopted apian for ingrafting a certain portion of the South 
Sea flock in the bank and Eaft India company ; the firfl hint of which 
was fuggefted by J.acombe *, under fecretary at war. Having amended 
the fehome in feveral inftances, and prepared it for public deliberatioji, he 
referred it to the king, in a letter -j-, in which, after exjrrcffiug his iVrong 
fenfc of the difficulties which he had to encounter, he declared, that he engaged 
in the undertaking folely in obedience to his majefly’s command. Tlie 
king and cabinet having ratified the fcheme, and the monied jxirt of the 
nation having fandioned it with their approbation, he came prepared to 
lubmit it to parliament. 

The moment in which it was publicly known that Walpole, in conjunc- 
tion with Townfliend, was employed on a fcheme lor tlie reftoration of pub- 
lic credit, a new fpirit and 'refolution Iccmed to be infilled into the nalion. 
The country revived from its late defpondency ; and his abilit)' for finance 
was lb thoroughly appreciated, tliat a propofal which he made to (he mi- 
nifler on the i9tli of November, being agreed to, liad iuch an inllantancous 
eft'ed, as again to raife the flock truin 125 to 200 . 

On the meeting of parliament, Walpole had many diiiicuUies to fur- 
mount, before he could venture to lay his plan bcibre the lioule. One of 
the greateft arofe from the zeal of thole v/ho were more remarkable for ir.cir 
integrity than their judgment, and whole indigntuion excited them to adopt- 
(uch violent refolutions, as without producing any elieiitial benefit to the 
fufferers, would have occalloncd a total deflrudicti of public credit. 
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This vlndlftive fpirit difplayed itfelf in the firft debate which took place 
1750101737. on the king’s fpeech. Pnlteney having moved for an addrefs, afluring his 
Pro^^ediiT^ maj(iffty tljat the commons would at this critical junfture proceed with all 
in parlla-"^* pbthble care, prudence, and temper, to inquire into the cauies of thofe mif- 
mciit. , iortunes, and apply the proper remedies for reftoring and fixing public cre- 
December 8. upon fuch folk! foundations, as might effedlually give cafe and quiet to 
the minds of his majefty’s fubjefts ; Shippen propofed an addition, after the 
words “ for reftoring public credit,’' “ as fp:r as it is confiftent with the 
honour of parliament, the interefts of the nation, and the principles of juf- 
tiee.” This amendment w'as warmly feconded ; and occafioned a violent 
debate, in the courfe of which the dlreftors were ftigmatifed with every op- 
probrious appellation- which language could fuggeft. Several of the members 
urged the mofl bitter inveftives againft the for verting too large pow'crs 
in a fet of men, whom they called mifereants, the feum of the pcojile *. Sir 
Jofeph Jekyll hoped that all the diredtors were not equally culpable, but fure 
be was, that fomc who were not diredlors were highly criminal ; and trufted 
that a Britifli parliament would not want a vlndidive power to piinilh great 
national crimes. Lord Molefworth owned, that there were no laws in being to 
punilh the South Sea diredtors, but contended that the example of the Ro- 
mans ought to be followed, who, becaufe their laws were defedtive, in not 
having provided a penalty for parricide, made one to punilli t'ne crime after it 
had been committed, and adjudged the guilty wretch to be fewed up in a lack 
and thrown alwe into the Tyber. hie concluded, “ that as lie looked upon 
the contrivers and executors of the South Sea (cheme, as the parricides of 
their country, he fhould be fatisfied to fee them undergo the fune fate-p.” 

In the height of this altercation, Walpole remarked, that it was impru- 
dent to begin the feflions with irritating inquiries before they examined the 
caufe ; that if the city of London was on fire, all wife men would ru(h forwards 
to extinguifh the flames, and prevent the fpreading of the conflagration, before 
they inquired who were the incendiaries. In like manner,‘public credit hav- 
ing received a moft dangerous wound, and being flill in a bleeding con- 
dition, they ought to apply a fpeedy remedy; and afterwards they might 
inquire into the caufe of the calamity. “ For my part,” he continued, 
** I never approved the South Sea fcheme, and am fenfible it has done a 
great deal of tnifehief : but flnee it cannot be undone, it is the duty of all 
good men, to alfift in retrieving it : With this view^ I have already beftowed 
Ibmc thoughts on a propofal to reftore public credit, which, in a proper 

t Fohtical State.— Chandler. 

. time; 


* T. Brodrick’s Letten, Correfpondence. 



time, I will fubmlt to thcwifclotn of parliament This mild exhortation 
calmed tlx; houfe, and the amendment was negatived by a majority of 261 
againft 103 -j'- altliougli he carried his poijit at this time, yet on the 

next day, the temper of the houfe apjx'aring more inclined to feverity, 
he did not attempt to oppoic tlic prevailing rj)irit ; mid an addition to the 
addrefs, “ for punilhing the authors of our piclent calamities,” being moved, 
was carried without a divifion. 

In thefe debates, it appeared, for the firft' time, that party had no con- 
cern j Whigs aitl Tories could not be diftinguilhed by their votes. Thefe 
partialities were fuf]:ended, and almoft anihliilatcd by various other paffions, 
which produced numbcrlels intrigues. Many of the commons were fincerely 
touched with the jniblic calamities, or moved by their own private loJl'es : 
othei's, diflatisfied with the minillry and court, were jileafed to have an opportu- 
nity of covering their revenge, with the fpecious pretence of juftice and the 
public good : fome had in view, by their loud and bitter complaints, to in- 
creafe their own importance, or draw the attention of the oppohte party ; 
others,, engaged in the fecret praftices of the South Sea, hoped, by an 
affefted feverity, to prevent fufpicion, A few there were, who concealed, 
under the appearance of zeal and indignation, their devotion to fome of 
the principal managers The party hoftile to the eflabliflied government 
took advantage of the public indignation, and excited the mofl violent cla- 
mours againft thofe w'ho, like Walpole, oppofed extreme feverity, and la- 
boured to mitigate the Ipirit of revenge. Their views were diredled to in- 
creafe confufion and inflame difeontent, with the hopes of procuring a ma- 
jority of the difaffedled in the new parliament, and by means of popular 
infurredtions, to haften the reftoration of the Preternler, which they now 
looked up to as a certain event. Such were the views and temper of parties 
in the houfe of commons, which Walpole had to encounter, and fuch was 
the fpirit of difeontent which he had to allay, before he could -carry any 
fcheme into execution; and yet it was in the midll: of ihefe dil'cordant 
fentiments, and petulant oppofition, that by means of confumraate prudence 
and management, he gradually brought the houfe to realbn and diferetion. 

A committee was appointed, on the 9th of December, to take Into confidera- 
tion the ftate of public credit on the 1 5th, but on the 12th it was moved, 
that the diredlors fliould forthwith lay before the houfe, an account of all 
their proceedings ; this motion being warmly feconded and fupported, was 

• Political State, vol. zo. p. 5^1. f Journak. J Tindal, vol. 19. p. 579» 
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ri-riod TIT. oppofa! bv Cragi^i-, l /ord Hinchinbroke, and the two Walpoles. Tlic pm- 
yr^-otoiyzy. vious queilioa being called for againlt this delay. Sir Richard Steele argued, 
^ that tins nation, which two years ago poireffed more weight and greater 
credit than any other nation In Europe, was reduced to its prefent diftrcis 
by a few cypliering cits, a fpecies of men of equal capacity, in all refpeds, 
(tfiat of cheating a deluded people only excepted) with thofe animals who 
laved the cipitoi, who were now to be fcrecned by thofe of greater figure, 
lor what roafan they bed knew, others were at liberty to judge. la reply 
to an argument againll the queftion, that this vindictive jtifbce lb much 
conttnde(.i for, would not be effectual, becaufe it would be impracticable to 
procure a true account of the delinquents’ eftates, another urged, that all 
the Jaws againft bankrupts enaCted into one againfl the directors (for fo lie 
fhould call them, as a word that conveyed more obloquy tlian any other 
cYpre.nionj would in his opinion, attain tire end propoied Horace Wal- 
pole, in tpeaking for the previous queftion, confelfcd that the South Sea 
feheme was weak in its projection, villanous in its execution, and calamitous 
in its end ; but that, in his opinion, they ought to begin with applying a rc- 
me'cly to the evil. Walpole himfelf did not attempt to make any defence 
of the directors j but laid, “ that as he had already declared, he had pafled 
feme time upon a propofiil for that purpofe ; he was, however, apjirehen- 
five, that if they went on in a warm, paffionate way, the feheme might be 
rendered altogether impracticable ; and therefore, he defired that the houfe 
W'ou^ [irocecd regularly and calmly, left by running precipitately into odious 
inquiries, they fliould exatjierate tlie cliftemper to llich a degree, as to render 
all remedies inefil\ftual -f 

In reply to this exhortation to mildnefs. Sir Jofeph Jekyll enforced, with 
uncommon animation, the necefiity of an immediate inquiry. He urged, 
that it was abfurd to attempt a cure before they were acquainted with the 
di {order ; and was convinced that the wifdom of the houfe would not want 
fehemes to apply proper remedies. Walpole, finding that this fpcech had 
made a deep impreffion, did not infift on the previous qiieftioh, and Juffered 
Prudence of tlie original motion to pafs without a clivifion. .Several refolutions were ac- 

Walpole. . cordingly carried, ordering the directors to deliver in an account of all their 

proceedings in relation to the execution of the South Sea raft. 

So great was the imjiatience of tlie commons, that on the npb, com- 
plaints were made of the dilatorinefs of tiae directors; on the 15th fbine of 
their accounts were laid before the houfe ; on the 19th, Sir Jofeph Jekyll 

• T. Brodrick to Lord Middleton, De- f Political State for December 1720.— 
cember 13.— -Corrcfpoiitleuce, Period 111 . Cliandler. 
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tnoved for a feledb committee to inquire into all the proceedings relating to Chapter 20. 
the South Sea ad. The motion, hovy^veiv was .dropped, at the reprefentation 
of Walpole, who obfervcd, as on a former occalion, that public credit being in 
a bleeding condition, a I'pccdy remedy fbould be applied, and therefore, any 
delay would he highly dangerous. This was immediately followed by in- 
vectives againil {lock-jobbers, to whole arts the public calamity was im- 
puted j and a vote was palled, without any oppotition, “ that nothing can 
tend more to the eflablilhment of public credit, than preventing the in- 
famous prafticc of flock -jobbing *.■” 

, After palling this vote, which was on the following day formed into a bill, 

Walj)ole ventured to lound the temper of tlic houfc, in regard to the main 
quclli(ni on which his fcheme was founded. It was to promote the reduc- 
tion of the national debi, by retaining that part of the South Sea adl which 
would affiil in promoting this end, and his ipeeciies and condudl were uni- 
formly directed to enforce this beneficial piirpofe. But a millak.cn principle 
of jufticc and compaffion feemed likely to prevent the fuccefs of his fcheme, 
or at Icail retard it# elTcc‘l; 3 . With a view to alleviate the fuflerers, it was 
propoled, among other things, to annul the contracts made by the South Sea 
company, to declare the fubferiptions void, and to rctlore. the proprietors of 
the public debts to their former ftate, or in other words, to leave the debt 
of the nation on tiic fame footing on which it flood before tlie opening of 
the Iccond South Sea flibfcription. To enforce this propolal, petitions were 
prefented to the home from levcral pro{)rietois of the irredeemable debts and 
lottery tickets, “ praying that their cafe might be taken info lerious conli- 
deration, and that they migiit be defended in their jull rights againit tlie 
illegal proceedings of the South Sea company, by forcing them to take flock 
for their debts, at a much higher rate than, it would lell forj and admit 
them to be heard either by themfeives or council, or grant them fucli other 
relief, as Ihould b-e tivought fit.” This petition was warmly fuppovtcd by 
Sir joieph Jekyll, under the patriotic pretence of aiTeriing public faith, 
equity, and juftice, which had been notorioufly violated by the directors. 

In oppofitron to this fpecious, but impolitic propofal, Wai|>ole explained 
the views with which the South Sea act was {famed, whicii were to pro- 
mote the landetband trading intereft ol the nation, l:>y Iclleniiig tiic incum- 
brances, and reducing them to a method of being diicliargcd in a fev/ years. 

This lalutary benefit would not, he added, be effefoted, unlels a way had 

• Political State for December. 
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been found to make the annuities for long terms rMeemablc, which had 
’ been happily effefted by the South Sesk feheme, without a breach of parlia- 
mentary faith j and if they could now unravel what had been done, they 
fliould not only ruin the South Sea company, but, inflead of alleviating, ag- 
gravate the prcient misfortunes; and he added, that if any injuilice was done 
to the i'ubfcrilxTS, they were at Ul>erty to feek relief by law He then 
claimed tlie attention of the committee ; and faid, “ That (as he had 
before hinted) he had prepared a fcheme for reftoring public credit, but 
that the execution of it depending upon a pofition which had been laid 
^down as fundamental, he thought it proper, before he opened his fcheme, 
to be informed, whether he might rely on the main foundation, that the 
fuhfcriptions of public debts and incumbrances^ money fubferiplions, and other 
contrabls made with the South Sea company^ Jhould remain in the prefent fate ? 
This was the caufe of two long and violent debates, after whicli it paffed 
in the affirmative, by a majority of 232 againft 88, with a refervation in 
thefe words, " unlefs altered for the cafe and relief of the proprietors, by 
a general court of the South Sea company, or fet afide by due courle of 
law -f.” 

Having thus gradually fmoothed his wai5% and obtained the avowal of 
the commons, that the iubferiptions of the proprietors of the debt fhould 
be confidered as valid, he brought forward his fcheme; it was, in fub- 
llance, to engraft nine millions of (lock into the bank of England, and 
the fame funi into tlie Eaft India company, on certain conditions ; the 
remaining twenty millions were to be left to the South Sea compa- 
ny. In his fpeech, recommending this plan, Walpole ftudioufly avoided 
the introduftion of any fpeculative topics, or any affertions wiiich were not 
proved by papers before the houfe : He promifed, and frequently repeated, 
that he, founded his calculations on the veracity of thofc ftatements J, and by 
his prudence in that refped, filenced many cavils which mult neceflarily 
have arilen from afl’ertions lets clofely connedted with obvious and attaina- 
ble proof. After a few objeftions, made by Hutchefon, and fome other 
members, it w’as ordered, that propol'als fliould be received from the bank of 
Englaml, and the Eafl: India company, for reftoring public credit. It met 
however with a warm, but fruitlefs oppofition from the three companies, be- 
caufe neither derived from it any peculiar advantage j their propofals were 

* PoBtical State, vol. 20. p. 586. J Thomas Brodrick to Lord Middleton, 
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prefcntcd to the houfe, and a bill framed accordingly. In its pnfllige throvigh 
the commons, it was in fomc rcf})efts altered and amended ; but the |)r!nci- 
pal features were preferved. The chief management of theburinci's was co'n- 
initted to Walpole, and though it was violently * oppofed in its progrefs, 
yet his prudence and diferetion either gave way to the general clamour, or 
fubmitted to various amendments, or his .weight and eloquence, aide<l by 
the influence of government, obtained a majority in its favour : it palled tlie 
houfe of lords, and received the royal aflent. 

The good efFefts of Walpole’s feheme were coiintcradcd by the petulant 
oppofition of the advocates for indiferiminate feverity, and many unjutl 
farcafms and violent inveftives were throvyn out againft its author. Amongft; 
others, Shippen, the inflexible oppofer of lenient mcafures, obferv'ctl, that 
the houtc had hitherto done nothing towards the relloration of public credit : 
that indeed, a member of great parts and abilities had, at firll, propoled a 
feheme for that purpofe j but that inflead of proving an eftoilual remedy, it 
appeared at kft to be a mere palliative, which had rather inflamed than alle- 
viated tlic diftemper. That by this time the whole injured nation called 
aloud for vengeance ; and if they ncgledtcd to hear the voice of the people, it 
would look as if they had a mind to provoke them to do themfelvc.s jutticc -j-.. 
It was ever his opinion, that the only cfl'edlual means to rellore credit, was 
to call thofe to a ftrift account, who had ruined it ; and in jtarticular, all 
fucli as Ihid applied any part of the public money, inrrutted in their liands, 
lu (lock-jobbing, and had raifed vaid fortunes by robbing thft nation, fie 
then moved, that an inquiry (hould be made what public money had been 
employed in fcock -jobbing, or in thepurchafe of annuities, or other parliamen- 
tary fccLirities, by any officer of the revenue, to their own private advantage, 
fincc the Jirft; day of December, 1719. Sir William Wyndham feconded tiie 
motion, and after anlmadv^ting on the profufe expenditure of the public 
money, and allowance of arrears, elue to foreign troops, which had been taken 
into Britifli ]xiy, moved for copies to be laid before the houfe, of -the (evcral 
warrants and fign manuals, by virtue of which the late commiJiioners ap- 
pointed to examine the debts of the army, iflued any certificates. 

Wal])ole liaving ex[)refled his furprife and flatcd his objedion to this mo- 
tion} Lechmere oblervcd, that he was neither (or or againfl it, but he would 
freely tell tile gentleman who oppoled it, that while th? nation was under 

Fehniary 3,011 tlie firll rt idin;', )6i; to recoinmiuing it, 267 to r — Fiibru- 

218. — January 5, on the motion for adjourn- ary 7, on the fecond reading, to jyj. 
ing the report, 153 againft 140! — Januaiy 10, fChandlfr. 
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Taiotl III. the preflure of hcdvy debts, he muft expeft that many motiohs would be 
I77otoi7z7. made, for the purpolc of finding out methods to eafe the public burdens. 
V. ", r gentlentan was now in a higher })ort than formerly,, a great deal 

more was ex^teded from him ; the rather, becaule the feheme which he had 
propofed at the beginning of the fetlion, for railing the flocks, and refloring 
public credit, Itad not had the defired elfeiit. Walpole, moved at this invec- 
tive, could not contain his indignation. “ It is known, he replied, that I ever 
■was againll the South Sea feheme, and have done all that lay in my power to 
hinder its taking place j but when the mifehief was done, and things were 
brought to fuch extremities, I thought it my duty, and therefore was willing 
to try the belt method I could think of to extricate the nation out of its diffi- 
culties : I do not pretend to •work miracles, but only to ufe my utmoft en- 
deavours towards retrieving the late misfortunes ; with this honeft intention 
I promoted a feheme which bad been laid before me *, and appeared the moil 
plaufible of any then propofed, for refloring public credit : It cannot be de- 
nied, that wlnle that feheme was purfued, it did fome good, and kept up the 
price of flocks ; and that they have fallen fince it has been laid afide ; I 
never intended how'ever to ralfc flocks above their intrinfic value, for that 
would bring us again into the fame unhappy clrcumflanccs which their extra- 
ordinary rile had before occafioned.” He then lamented the ill difpofition of 
f'ome perfons, who inflead of concurring with others in remedying the pre- 
fent diflempers, ufed all pofiible means to irritate the minds of the people : 
and concluded wifli a motion for appointing a day to confider the flate of 
public credit, which was unanimoufly agreed to. 

Although the engrafting feheme was not carried into execution, and was 
fuperfeded by -j- the bill wliich pafled at the clofe of the feflion, for refloring 
public credit, yet it produced a beneficial effedl, by calming the general dif- 
contents, and inducing the projirietors of the national debt, who had fe- 
verely fufiered from the South Sea infatuation, tt^form hopes of relief from 
the efforts of parliament. 

• By Jacombe, under fecrctaryat war. See f 'Political State for April 1721, 

note, p. 139, and Chandler. 
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CHAPTER THE TWENTY-FIRST 


Chapter ai. 



1721. 

Public Indignation agahijl the Direflors, — Proceedings in Parliament. — Report 
of the Committee of Secrecy. — Rigorous ‘Treatment of the DireBors. — Bill of 
Pains and Penalties. — Moderation of IV ulpole. — Defends Charles Stanhope. — 

Saves Sunderland. — Promotes the Bill for rejloring Public Credit. — Advantages 
finally derived from the South Sea Scheme. — Arrears of the Civil Lijl paid. 

— -Controverfy concerning the Bank ContraSi. 

D uring the period in which this fcheme was carrying through Tudlgnntion 
both houfes of parliament, the loudeft and moft violent clamours oGhepuUli&i 
were excited as well againft the diredlors, as againft the minifters who 
had promoted the South Sea aft, which was conhdered as the foie 
caul'e of the national diltrcfs. TJie general infatuation in favour of the 
South Sea com^^any was forgotten; and the frenzy of ilock-jobbing was 
not taken into confideration. All the managers were indiferiminatcly in» 
volvcdin the fame guilt; the very name of a direftor was fynonimdus w'itli 
every fpccics of fraud and villany. Petitions from counties, cities, and bo- 
roughs, in all parts of the kingdom, were prefented to the houfe, crying for 
juflice due to an injured nation againft the villany of thefe peculators, and 
the fufferers looked up for indemnification from the confifeation of their pro- 
perty, or for vengeance in the punifliment of their guilt. All thofe, who 
like Walpole oppofed extreme fevcrity and indiferiminate punillrment, were 
expofed to repeated infults and virulent inveftives ; tliey were devoted, both 
in anonymous letters and public writings, to the fpeedy vengeance of a muck 
injured people. 

The popular frenzy felzed parliament, and influenced their proceedings, Pnriiamenia- 
On the recefs, the houfe was divided into two parties ; the one for np- p pfoeetd. 
plying an immediate remedy to the xliftrcfs occasioned by the Sou 1 11 Sea ^ 
aft, was fuperior to that for inquiring into the caufes of the national misfor- 
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tunes, and puiiidiingthe authors, as the mod elFeAual means of redrefling 
them. 7 'o tlie prej)ondcrant parly Walpole inclined 3 and his opinion had 
great weight in inclining the decifiQus of the houl’t; to the lenient fide. 
Ikit at the meeting after the recefs, it immediately appeared, that tlie vindic- 
tive party had gained (he afeendancy ; and that ftrong cenfurss were thrown 
out againlt Ibmc of the leading members of adminillration. Walpole foon 
perceived the general inclination of the houfc 3 confeious that all attempts, 
cither to perfuadc or oppofe, could only ferve^to inflame their refentment, 
ami deriving a warning froni the intemperate heat of fccrctary Craggs, he 
took but a fmall fliare in the debates which related to the inquiries into the 
South Sea project, and the conduft of the direblors. 

A committee of fccrecy being appointed by the commons, to examine all 
tire books, j>apers, and proceedings relating to the execution of the South Sea 
acd, the members * were cltofen from the moft violent of thofe who were advo- 
cates for indiferiminate and unrelenting feverity. Alarmed at thefe proceedings, 
Knight, calliicr of the company, who alone was privy to all the lecret tranf- 
aftions, efcaped from ICngland, foon after his firfl; examination, carrying 
with him the rcgifler called the green book, and it was generally fulpedted, 
that he took this flep with the connivance of government. The com- 
mittee having rci)orted this event to the iioule, the commons ordered the 
doors to be locked, and the keys laid on the table. General Rofs then 
Rated, that tlie cemmittee had difeovered, “ a train of the deepeft villany 
and fraud hdl ever contrived to ruin a nation, which, in due time, fljould 
be laid before the houle.” In conlequence of this vague afiert ion, four of 
the directors, who wci'e members, were expelled the houfe, and taken into 
cuflody. The other direiflors fliarcd the fame fate 3 all their books, p.apcrs, and 
efteCts were ieized, and the royal afl’ent was given to a bill, for reftraining 
them fronr leaving the kingdom, difeovering their eflatcs, and difqualilymg 
them for holding officer, in any of the companies. 

If any thing could juftify thefe extraordinary adls of rigor, it was the re- 


* Tins committee was compofed of the 
iollowini^ peifons : 

Thoina;> Brotlrlck, chairman, 

Archibalci Tlr.tchefon, Lord Molefwortb, 

Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Col. Stran^ways, 

Kd ward Wort it y, Wiilian* Sioj ter, 

fcir Tliomas Pengclly, N. Leclunerc, 


William Clayton, General Rofs, 

Edward Jefferies, Hon. Dixie Windfor. 

The heat and violence of Brodi ick, in thi.s in- 
quiry, are fnfficiently fhewn in his letters: (Sec 
Correrpoiuleuce, Period III.) And tlie vludic- 
five and acrimonioui fpirit of the majority of 
the committee is apparent in their fpeechc.s 
and motions on the fubjet% in Chandler, the 
Political State of Great Britain, &c. 


port 



149 


SIR, ROBERT WALPOLE. 

port of the fecret- committee, which when prefented to the houfe, expofed a Chapter a i, 

fccne of fraud and iniquity almofl: unparaJieJed in the annals of liiilory. ^ ’7*** 

The coinmittec Hated that their inquiry had been attended with nu' 

merous embacrairmcnts and difliculties ; that in the different books were 

made falfc and fidditious entries ; entries with blanks, erafures, and alterations, 

and in feme, the leaves were torn out. Some books had been deltroyed, 

otlicrs fecreted. 

Before the South Sea bill was palfcd, and with a view to promote it, 
the direftors, to whom the fccret management was principally intruflcil, 
had difjjofcd of a fiftit i ms Hock of 574,000 this flock was noted as fold 
at feveral days, and at various prices, from 150 to 325 per cent, amounting 
in the whole to/. 1,259,325, it was to be efleemcd as holdcn of the com- 
pany, for the benefit of tlic pretended jrurchalers, tliough no mutual agree- 
ment was then made for the delivery or acceptance of the flock at any llated 
time ; and no money was dcpofitcd, and no fecurity given for the payment. 

By tl lis contrivance, tu) lofs could have Ijeen luflaincd, if the flock Ihould 
fall, and the gain vvoukl be received, if it fhould rife. 

As this fuHitious flock was defigned for promoting the bill, the fub and 
deputy governors, Sir John Blunt, IVIr. Gibbon, Mr. Clreller, Mr.Tlolditch, 
and Mr. Knight, the calhicr, had the chief dilpofal of it, and it was diltri- 
buted as follows 5 


To the earl of Sunderland, at the requeft of 
Mr. Gragg'S, fenior - . - 

The dutchcls of Kendal . _ . 

The countefs of Platen » - - 

Her two nieces - - - - 

Mr. Craggs, fenior - - - 

Qiarles Stanhope, cfquire - - - 

The fword blade company - » - 


50.000 

10.000 
10,000 

10.000 

30.000 

10.000 

50.000 


It alfo appeared, that Charles Stanhope hail rcccivccla (!if!t*rence of/. 2 50,000^ 
through the hands of Sir George Cafwal and Co. but that his name had been 
partly erafed from their books, and altered to Stani^np-’. Tiiat Aiflabic, clr.in- 
ccllor of the exchequer, had an account with Turner, Cafwal, and C'p. to t!:c 
amount of /. 794, .551, and that he had adviled the company to make the 
fecond fubfc/iption /.] ,500,000, inflead of a million, by their o'vvn autho- 
rity, and without any warrant. That of the third fubfeription, Aiflabic’r, 

lift 
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Period III. amounted lo^. y 0,000, Sunderland’s to 1 60,000, Craggs’s tO;^, 659,000, 

i72otoi;j7, and Stanhope’s to 47,000. That on the pawtred ftock which had been 
fold, there was, by the means of Mr. Knight, a deficiency of^, 400,000, 
This report was fucceeded by fix others, lefs important ; at the end of the 
laft, the committee declared that the abfence oi Knight, u'ho had been prin-* 
cipally, and often folcly intruflcd, put a period to their inquiries into this 
black and defirudive afiair. 

Farther pro- In confequencc of the firft of thefe reports, the houfe pafled feveral ftrong 
ci-ediiigs. , refolutions, after which a bill was brought in for the relief of the fufFerers 
by the South Sea company, th(^ title of which, on the third reading, was 
changed into a bill for a railing money on the eftates of the fob, and deputy 
governors, direftors, cafoicr, deputy cafoicr, and accountant of the South 
Sea company, and of Mr. Aillabie and Mr. Craggs, towards making good 
the damages foflained by the company, and for dilabling foch of thoi'c j)er- 
fons as were living, to hold any place, or fit in parliament for the future. In 
confcqucncc of thefe refolutions, the greater part of the eftates belonging to 
the diredors, and to other perfons mentioned therein, were confifeated to a 
very' large amount, and applied towards difeharging the debts of the com- 
pany. The eftates of the diredors alone were valued at 2, 014,123, the 
allowance made to them was 3 54,600, the confifeation therefore, amounted 
to 1,6 59,523. Yet thefe enormous forfeitures did not fatisfy the unrelent- 
ing advocates for extreme feverity, many of whom expeded nothing lefs than 
confif'eation of all * their projicrty, and feveral were diliatisfied, Htcaufe the 
punifhnicnt of death was not inflided f . 

< Remarks on An eminent hiftorian has juftly remarked, that the equity of modern 
tiw occaiion. times muft condemn the arbitrary proceedings which difgraced the caufe of 
juftice, by introducing a bill of pains and penalties, a retroadive ftatutc, 
tqt. pimifti offences which did not cxi ft when they were committed.” “ Againft 
a bill of pains and {icnaltics,” he oblcrves, “ it is the common riglit of every 
fobjed to be heard by his council at the bar ; they prayed to be heard, their 
prayer was refufed ; and their op'^rellbrs, who requited no evidence, would 
iiften to no defence J.” 

• Infult was foineiimes added to confifea- moved that he might be allowed as much gold 
tion. On the motion tor allowing Griglby as he could eat, and that the reft of his ellatc 
io,ooo,whoferftate was valued at ^.3 1,687, might go toward the relict of the fuffererst Po- 
a member obftrvcd, tiiat fiiue that ujiftart had litical State. June 1721. 
once been fo prodigally vain as to bid his Saint John Brodrick to Lord Middleton, 
coachman feed his horfes with gold, no doubt May 24. Correfpoiidence. 
lie could feed on it himlelf ; and therefore he Gibbon’s Memoirs, p. n* 
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Walpole however is exempted from this juft cenfurc : we have already 
mentioned his endeavours to ftem the torrent of parliamentary vengeance, 
and to incline the fentiments of the houfe to terms of moderation ; and 
although the current of opinion ran violently againft lenient meafures, 
yet he did not flirink from avowing his fentiments, when any flagrant 
a(ft of injuftice was going to be committed ; thus, when a motion was 
made for declaring the eftates of Craggs liable to the tame forfeitures as 
thofe of the dire(ftors, and his two Ions in law, who were both members 
of the houfe, requefted to be licard by counfel in right of their wives, as 
daughters of the deceafed; he ftrenuoufly fpoke in their favour. I-’or his 
interpofition he incurred cenfure, and was ironically complimented by Lech- 
mere, as being fully capable to advile them, and to ferve them as counfel ; 
an office he had already performed for fo many otliers. Walpole finding that 
all appeals to reafon and equity were ineftedtual, and not w'illing to irritate 
the hoLil'e, prudently .returned no anfwer to this farcafm, and the requeft 
was withdrawn. 

At another period, when the directors prayed alfo to he heard by counfel, 
Walpole, though he avowed himl'elf confeious, that any tiling which might 
be interpreted in favour of a South Sea direiftor, would be very ill heard, and 
fubjeft the fpcaker to great d ifad vantages ; yet he defended their petition 
upon the juft and obvious principle, that no criminal, however great, ought 
to be condemned unheard, or deprived of any advantage in making his de- 
fence. 

The part of thefe tranfaftions which involved Walpole in (he greateft cm- 
barraflment, was tiic neceliity of defending the miainry againft thole attacks, 
to which their conduct liad laid them open, but which, had they been too 
clofely ferutinifed, would have occafioncd difeoveries extremely dangerous 
in the irritated ftate of the public mind, and protluccd changes (rauG,ht with 
danger and portentous of the grcatoll miichief. Stanhope had been charged 
by the report of the committee, with having taken, through Knight, 

10,000 ftock, without any valuable conllderation, and with having bought, 
through Turner and company, 50,000 ftock, at a very low price, by the 
difference of which he had gained £. 2 ^ 0 , 000 . In proof of thefe averments, 
the examinations of Sir John Blunt, Holditch, Sawbridge, and Henry 
Blunt were read, and they were interrogated at the bar, but tlieir tertiniony 
rather detrafted from, tlian^ ftrengthened their former depofitions ; aiid 
it was apparent as to the ,^'.10,000, that Stanhope had received no flock 
without a valuable conlklcration, and that as to the j^. 50,000, his name ha.i 
been ufed without his privity or confent. Yet the houfe was !b Jittle fa is- 
7 ' lied 
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iled vvlth this exculpation, that though Walpole and his brother Horace ex- 
erted great ability in his defence, he was acquitted by a majority of three 
only, 180 to 177 j 

Aitlabie’s cafe was fo flagrant, and his criminality verified by fo many 
proofs, that, on his lirfl accufation in the houfe of commons, neither Wal- 
pole Or his frient's attempted to defend him ; lie was expelled the houfe, and 
committed to tlic Tower. But witen the bill was brought in for fubjecaing 
his eflates in common with thole of the South Sea dire< 5 lors, Walpole ob- 
lerved, that impeaeliing, not billing minifters, was the parliamentaiy rule of' 
our anccflors, treated the bill as a bill of attainder, and made a ftrong appeal 
to the compaflion of the houfe, in favour of his wife and family -f. Failing 
in thefe efforts, he moved, that fuch parts of his property as had been in his 
poffeffion towards the end of the year 1719, before the South Sea bill was 
brought in, might be exempted from confifeation. This was, however, over- 
ruled, and it was finally carried, that all the eflate he peircficd on the 20th 
of OAober 1718, fhould be allowed to him and his family. 

To preferve Sunderland from the fame cenfure which had involved Atflabie, 
and would have involved fccretary Craggs, had he lived, was the great objed 
of the court. But as he was accufccl by the fecrct committee of having re- 
ceived, through Knight, £. 50,000 fiditious flock, without having made any 
payment, or given any fecurity ; and as tlie parliament had in many inflances 
taken prefumption for guilt, and appearances for realities, it was no eafy 
matter to turn the fenfe of the houfe isi favour of the miniftor, who fat at 
the head of tlie treafury when the South Sea ad was framed and carried. 
Under thefe inaufpicious circumflanccs, Walpole, however, obtained the ac- 
quittal of Sunderland. 

That part of the report which related to lord Sunderland, being propofed 
to be taken into confideration, was adjourned till the 15th of March, on the 
preffing inflances of Walpole as neceflary for the farther information of 
the houfe, that feveral witnefTes who hail been examined by the committee, 
fliould be re-examined at the bar; as tlicy might vary in their depofitions, 
or give a different explanation to the words, wliich they had made ufe of in 
their examination. .Having, obtained'tliis point, the objed of which was to 
delay the bufinefs, for tlie jiurpolc of gaining over leveral of the Whigs, he 
reprefented to them, that if they gave their votes againfl Sunderland, and he 


• Thomas Brodrlck to Lord Middleton, + Bj odrick’s Letters* Correi;)ondence. 
March 7. Correfpondener, Period IIl.—Po* t Ibid, 
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was difgracefully removed, 'their caufe would fuller, and tlie Tories be called Chapter er.' 
into power, Thefe reprefentations had a due w'eight, and brought over many <721. 
to his purpofe. The jrroof of the fact refted principally on th.c aflertion of ’■ 

Knight, before he went off, as given on the oatli of Sir John Blunt, who as 
prefident of the company, could not Ire fupjpofed ignorant of the tranfatSion ; 
and who depofed to his having heard the particular declarations of Knight, 
that fuch flock had been taken, and a note of acknowledgment given by 
Sunderland. Of five dire« 5 lors examined at the bar, one could only affirm, 
that he W'as alone with Knight, when it was communicated to him ; and 
two others acknowledged that Knight had informed them of the fuid circum- 
Itances in prefence of Sir John Blunt, but could not pofitively afeertain whe- 
ther he was within hearing. Walpole, who had in a previous debate on the 
cafe of Charles Stanhope, endeavoured to weaken the evidence and illiberally 
rxpofed the oharacf^cr of Sir John Blunt, as a fraudulent projector, purfueci 
the fame line of condudl with increafed afperity. lie declared himfelf au- 
thorifed by Sunderland to deny the faft, and to avow that no fuch flock had 
been taken in his name, and no fuch note given, and reprobated the idea, that 
fuch hearfay evidence Ihoukl operate to the ruin of the fortune and charac- 
ter of any man. 

To Walpole, Sunderland w'as Indebted for his acquittal. His perfonal 
weight, liis .authoritative and perfuafivc eloquence were cffedually employ- 
ed on this occafion, and, aided by the influence of government, met with 
fuccefs. The miniller was acquitted by a majority of 61 votes, 233 againfl. 

Having obtained the acquittal of Sunderland, and fecured the continu- 
ance of the Whig achninlftration, of which he loon became the head, the 
great objcifl of Walpole was direded to promote the reftoration of public 
credit, which was in danger of being diminiflied, if not overturned, by the 
violent proceedings of the commons. In this delicate bufinefs he afted with 
his ufual prudence, and though he could not in all inllances prevent the 
adoption of meal'ures which he did not approve, yet he nioftly contrived 
cither to delay their execution, or to mitigate their efteft by various expedients. 

As chairman of the committee, he drew up the addrefs of the com- 

♦ 

• Chandler,— Although the public voice, that he did not at lead enrich himfelf or 
rwtwhhftanding bis acquittal by io large a ma- his friends; that he exprefled great fatisfao 
joritv, criminated Sunderland ; yet feveral ex- tion, that neither himfelf or his friends had fold 
tenuatioasmay be urged in his favour. For it out any South Sea flock, as he would not have 
appears from private dociiinents which have profit(^d of the public calamity.— Letters from 
cafually fallen under my infpeftion, that fo Eckerfal and Drummond to Daniel ruiteiiey, 
early as July, he had refufed to recommend to Corrcfpondeiicc, Period III. 
the dlretdors any more lifts for fubfcriplions; 
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Period III. mens ^0 the king; it reprefented the ftate of public credit, and feci ted 
17201017*7. perfpicuoufly, in a full though fummary manner, the confufion and mif* 
* chiefs which were derived from the execution of the fatal South Sea fcheme : 
Atidrefsof It defcribed the caufe of thofe mifehiefs, explained the difficulty of ap- 
thetoninioHs. plying proper remedies, and mentioned certain refolutions which had pafled 
for re-eftablifliing public credit, remitting 4, 156,341, to the South jSea 
company, dividing all the remaining capital ftock among the proprietors, 
Billforreftor. and preventing ftock-jobbing. Thefe refolutions were made the founda- 
tion of an ad that pafled under the title of a bill for making feveml pro- 
vlfions to reftore the public credit, which fuffered by the frauds and milhia- 
nagements of the late South Sea diredors and others. 

In the paflkge of the bill through the commons, a daring attempt was 
made to obtain its rejedion, or to fruftrate its efleds. Though the general 
difpofition of Walpole was mild and temperate, yet in this inftance, when 
threats were employed to aw'e the legiflative body into a compliance, he 
Tumults in flood •forth the fupporter of parliamentary freedom. On the day in which 
<)pix>faion to j-gfi-Qring puplic credit was to be read a fecond time, the 

lobby of the houfe of commons, and tlie adjacent places, were filled with a 
numerous body of proprietors of the Ihort annuities and other redeemable 
debts, who tumultuoufly demanded juftice of the members as they were 
pafling, and put into their hands a printed letter to a member of parlia- 
ment, in which the unreafonablenefs and partiality of binding down the 
redeemables arc fully demonftrated, and a written paper, containing thefe 
words ; pray do juftice to the annuitants who lent their money on parlia- 
mentary iecurity. The juftices of peace for the city of Weftminfler, and 
the conflables, were inftantly feht for, and the houfe proceeded to bufinefs. 
Sir John Ward prefented the petition of the proprietors of the redeemable 
funds, praying to be heard by themfelves or counfel againft the bill. The 
petition being ordered to lie on the table, the bill was read a fecond time, 
and ordered to be committed. Sir John Ward then Ipoke in favour of the 
petition, and was feconded by Sir Gilbert Heathcote, Walpole obferved, that 
he could not fee how the petitioners could be relieved j that the refolutions 
on which the bill was founded had been approved by the king and coun- 
cil, and been agreed tq^ by a great majority of the houfe ; he therefore 
moved for the previous queftion, and adjourning the debate. Brodrick 
warmly oppofed the original motion, and was ftrenuoufly feconded by Sandys j 
but the queftion for adjourning was carried by a majority of 78 to 29. 
Allayed. Meanwhile the tumult continuing, the juftices of peace, who attended 
according to orders, were commanded by the fpeaker to dilperfe the rioters, 
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which they effefted not without feme difficulty, and after reading the riot Chapter li. 
ait, many of them exclaiming as they retired, “ You firll pick our pockets, 
and then lend us to gaol for complaining.” On the following day, the bill ^ 
was laid before the committee, and, after fome warm debates, in regard to 
the price at which the holders of the faid fubferiptions fliould take South 
Sea ftpek, and the rej)eal of a claufe for compelling the bankers to relb)re 
the whole money they had borrowed, which Walpole fuccefsfully oppofed, 
was carried in the affirmative, and ordered to be engroU'ed. On the yth, it gill paiTesi, 
was read the third time, pafled, and lent to the lords, and on the loth re- 
ceived the royal affent *. . 

This bill for the reftoration of public credit, arranged the affairs of the 
South Sea company in fuch a manner, that five millions of the (even, which 
the direftors had agreed to pay the public, were remitted. The incum- 
brances were partly difeharged from the confifeation of the forfeited eftates ; 
the credit of their bonds maintained, 6 s. Zd. percent, were divided 

among the proprietors ; the company was foon in a fituation to fulfil its en- 
gagements with the public, and tw'o millions were referved towards the liqui- 
dation ^ the national debt. But the proprietors made fuch loud and re- 
peated complaints on the hardfliip of depriving them of thefe two millions, 
that the parliament afterwards remitted that fum, which made an addition 
o^£.6. ^s. percent. 

The fpirit by which Walpole was direfted, and the prmciplcs by which 
he aded, during the whole progrefs of this delicate bufinels, are laid down 
in the fpcech from the throne, on the prorogation of parliament, which he 
drew up. 

“ The common calamity, occafioned by the wicked execution of the Kingiis 
South Sea feheme, was become fo very great before your meeting, that the fpeech on 
providing proper remedies for it was very difficult ; but it is a great com- 
fort to me to obferve, that public credit now begins to recover j which, 
gives me the greateft hopes that it will be entirely reftored, when all the 
provifions you have made for that end, (hall be duly put in execution. 

I have great compaffion for the fufferings of the innocent, and a juft indig- 
nation againft the guilty ; and have readily given my affent to fuch bills as 
you have prefented to me, for punifliing the authors of our late misfortunes, 
and for obtaining the reftinition and fatisfadion due to thofe who have 
been injured by them, in fuch a manner as you judged proper. 1 was at 
the fame time willing and defirous, by my free and general pardon, to give 
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eafe and quiet to the rtfi^ of my fnbjeHs, many of zvhom Piayy in fuch a general 
infatmtiony have fmt ttnzvarily drawn in to iranfgrefs the laws 

Thus at lengthy by the ability, addrcl's, and perfeverance of Walpole, t!\e 
fatal projeft of the SoiUh Sea was converted into a national benefit ; the dil- 
trefles arc forgotten, and the advantages remain. Although by the remili- 
fion of the feven millions, the public did not enjoy all the benefits which 
had been fanguinely expefted, yet much greater advantage was derived 
than is uflially luppofed. ^'.632,698 of long and Ihort annuities were con- 
verted into redeemable flock, which at this time bears an interefl of only 
3 per cent, and the interefl on the com[)any’s capital was reduced at 
Midfummer 1727 to 4 per cent. By this the public gained annually 
j{,’. 339,63 1, which, calculated at 23 years purchafe, was worth abovx? 
8 niillioriS'}'. This redudion was aifo produftivc of great ufe and national 
advantage } it was a precedent for future arrangements of a fimilar nature, 
and in 1724, f. 3>775,027 was alfo reduced to 4 per cent. 

In the midfl of thefe diftrelTes, from the decline of public credit, and 
dearth of money, the enormous profufion of Sunderland’s adminiflration, 
laid Walpole under the neceflity of applying to parliament for the dHthargc of 
the debts of the civil lift, which amounted to no lefs a fum than f. 550,000. 
To propofe the laying on of new burdens on the peop e for the dilcharge 
of thefe arrears, in this moment of general calamity, would have been ex.- 
tremcly unpopular, and perh.aps not pradlicabJe. Walpole, therefore, hit 
upon an exjjedjent which effciVually fucceeded, without impoCng an addi- 
tional tax on the public at large. It was to make the civil lift difeharge its 
ow'n arrears, by dedudling fix pence in the pound on all payments from 
the crown, tow'ards railing a fund for liquidating the interefl of the fum 
required. The propofal being, on the 12th of July, laid before a commit- 
tee of the whole houfe, Pulteney, who though not iaoppofition yet began 
to be difl'atisfied with the adminiflration, movetl for a clcdudlion of one 
fliilling in the pound, adding, that if this dedudlion were too much for 
the prefent occafion, it might be applied to the difeharge of the civil 
lift debts. This motion was carried by 153 voices againft 63 On 
the 14th, this refolution being fubmitted to the houfe, was oppofed 
with greater effedl by the friends of adminiflration, and negatived by a 
majority of 132 againft 83 §. The original propofition was then moved, 
and paffed without a divifion, “ That his majefty fhould be enabled to 
raile any fum not exceeding f. 500,090, to difeharge the arrears and debts 
due and owing upon the civil lift, to his fervants and others, by fettling a 


* Joiirnak. { Political State for July 17a 1. 
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yearly fund for payment of annuities, after the rate of five pounds per cent. C.hainer ar. 

per annum, out of the civil lift revenues, until the fame fliall be redeemed 

by the crown } and that his majefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs, be enabled to ^ 

make gopd, for the ufes of the civil government, all I'lich money as from 

time to time fliall have been paid thereupon, by caufing a deduftion, not 

exceeding fix pence in the pound, to be made out of falaries, wages, pen- 

fions, or other payments from the crown*.” Thus Walpole arranged this 

delicate bufinefs, wliich he was often heard to fay gave him much enibar- 

raflment, and on the luccefsful illue of which he prided himlelf as much as 

on any other financial operation which he ett'cAed during the courfe of his 

adminiftration. 

The whole condueft of Walpole in tlie South Sea bufinefs, was finctioned 
by both houl'es of parliament, and approved by the nation in general. No 
invedive was thrown but againft him, even by party, except that he had em- 
ployed the power of government and his own influence in fc reenhig Sunderland ; 
and that he had endeavoured to prevent the juftice of the nation from over- 
whelming the projeAors of the fatal South Sea fchemc. For this caufe, he 
was invidioufly reviled in the periodical writings and pamphlets of the times, 
and Saint John Brodrick, in a letter to the lord chancellor Middleton, la- 
ments that the interpofition of Walpole, whom he fligmatifcs liy the name of 
the Screen, faved the diredors from confifeation and hanging. But at the 
diftance of fourteen years, the oppofition acculod him of having fraudulently 
propofed the bank contrabl, and of deluding the unhappy lufferers with faith 
hopes of relief Jt was allertcd that he took a tcandalous a<ivantage of the 
general calamity, and made the misfortunes of his country the means of en- 
riching himfclf; that he had preconceited the projcbl fevcnal months before 
with the bank, and that in order to engage the governors confent, he gave 
them private aflurances of being releafed from their engagement, if it fliould 
prove unfavourablei 

This attack on the charaiftcr of Walpole was managed, in the Craftfman, 
and other antiminifterial writings;};, with all the art and ftrength which 
could be fupplied by the fophiftry of Bolingbroke, and the wit of Pulteney. 

The charge was .alfo rendered more plaufible by the concurrence of Aiflabie, 
who, in conjunblion with fecretary Craggs, liad been confidered as the prin- 
cipal manager of the bufinefs on the fide of government, and was prefent 
at the meeting in which the contrabl was figned. This- heinous charge was 

• Journals.— Political State.— Chandler, J Cafe of the Sinking Fund, Craftfaian for 
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anfwerocl by the minUler himfclf, and by the writers* in his intcreft. With- 
out entering into a tedious inquiry on this fubjed, or attempting to juftify 
the condudt of Walpoie in every particular, I fliall obferve, that on a candid 
review of the wliole controverfy, it appears that an accufatioh urged /o>- the 
jirjt time fourteen years after the fadt, when it was impoflible for liim to 
recoJledl all the circuniftances, and to juftify every part of the tranfadion, 
was malicious in itfelf, and undeferving of credit. It may be alfo remarked, 
that the alfertions of Aillabie, cannot be admitted as fair evidence in his own 
caufe ; and that he fallely arraigned the minifter, may be implied from a pri- 
vate letter -f written in 1722, in which he frankly confelfed his own folly 
and weaknefs in promoting the South Sea fcheme, and expreffed, in the 
ftrongeft terms, his gratitude for the kindnefs and lenity ftiewn to him by 
government, which he folely imputes to the interference of Walpole. 

In regard to the moft heinous part of the charge, that he had firft induced 
the bank to accede to the agreement, and “ afterwards releafed them from 
the obligation, when his own private purpofes were ferved the bank con- 
traft, it was anfwered, being precipitately drawn up in the midft of general 
alarm and defpondency, and at the earneft importunity of the miniftry and 
South Sea direftors, there could be no collufion betwixt him and tlie bank ; 
and no blame could attach to him, becaufe the governors refufed to fulfil 
the terms of an agreement they had reludantly acceded to, which if they had 
fulfilled, would luve involved the bank and South Sea company in equal 
ruin. 

It muft not be omitted, that foon after the bank contraft was drawn up, 
and the ingraftment fclieme had pafled, hftvvas accufed of favouring the bank^ 
in preference to the South Sea company^ that he might fell out the money he 
had in the bank at an advanced price. But as in reply to this attack, he had 
publicly declared in the houfe of commons, that he had not one penny in 
the bank at that junfture, but polfcffed a large ftock in the South Sea com- 
pany, his opponents afterwards, in 173^, reverfed the accufation, and de- 
clared that he had adopted thole meafures to favour the South Sea in prefer- 
ence to the hattkt that he might fell out the money he had in that ftock at 
an advanced price. Thefe two contradiAory alfertions deftroy each other, 
And prove the weaknefs of both, 

* Some Confiderations on the Public Fundi, Gazetteer for 17JJ, paiEnti, 
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CHAPTER THE TWENTY-SECOND 
1721 — 1722, 


Chapter zz, 
to 1722. 


TownJIiend appointed Secretary of State on the Death of Earl Stanhope, and 
Walpole Firf Lord of the Treafttry, on the Refignation of Sunderland. — Sup- 
ports the Szvedi/h Suhfidy. — Affairs of Stveden to the Peace of N\f adt.~-^ 
Domejlic TranfaBions . — Commercial Regulations. — Abolition of various Du- 
ties. — Importation of Naval Stores encouraged. — Advancement of national 
hulufry. — Dean Tucker's Eulogium of Walpole. 

T H E death of earl Stanhope, and the acevtfation of Sunderland, 
opened the way to the re-eftablifhment of Townfliend and Walpole 
in their former places : for although Sunderland had been acquitted by a con- 
fiderable majority, yet the public opinion was too unfavourable for him to 
be continued in the office of firft lord of the treafury. The negotiation for 
fettling the new adniiniftration had been entrufted, by Devonfhirc and 
Townlhend, to the management of Walpole ; and it was not without great 
difiiculry that Sunderland, who maintained the moft unbounded influence 
ovejj^the fovereign, had been induced, or rather compelled, to confent to the 
propolcd arrangement, and particularly to relinquifh the difpofal of the fecret 
fervice money * ; but he at length acceded. Townlhend had been previoufly 
appointed fecrctary of ftatc on the death of Stanhope. Methuen was made 
comptroller of the houfchold, Walpole firft lord of the trealury and chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, and a new board, confifting of his confidential 
friends -f , was nominated at his diferetion. 

Almoft the firft meafure of government which Walpole fupported in the 
houfe of commons after his elevation, feemed to belie his conduft while'in 
oppofition, for which he has been bitterly refjroached by thofe writers who 
perceive no difference between oppofmg a treaty before it is concluded, 
and fupporting the national honour by adhering to it when ratified. 

The death of Charles the Twelfth was the prelude to the pacification of 
the north ; and changed the lituation of Sweden, and the lyftein of Englilh 

* Pulteney’s Anfwef to one Part of a late f Sir George Bailey, Sir Cliatles Tnrncr, 
infamous Libel, p. fjj. Henry Pelham, Rithard Edgcxuiidie. 
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Period nr. politics in that quarter. On that event, Charles Frederic duke of Holflcin 
Oottorp, the fon of FIcdwigc, eldcfl filler of Charles, wt^e the next heiri and 
if heretiitary right had prevailed, would have fucceyded to the_ throne. But 
the preponderating party in Sweden, cfpoiiled the pietenfions of Ulrica 
Idcanora, youugcft liller of the dcceafed monarch, who was married to Fre- 
deric: prince of Hctfe Calfel. 

The news of the king’s death no fooner reached Stockholm, than the fc- 
iiate repaired to the apartment of Ulrica, and congratulated her on her ac- 
celhon to the throne * } at the fame time the new queen declared her con- 
fent to renounce that abfolhtc pow^er which Charles the Eleventh had veiled 
in the crown, and which had provx'd the Iburce of many calamities to Swe- 
den. Her title was foon afterwards acknowledged by the army, in oppofi- 
'tion to the remohftrances of the duke of Holilcin, who laid claim to the throne 
as his right by hereditary delcentj and the pretenfions of his rival were con- 
firmed by the dates, vdiicli aflembled at Stockholm on the 20th of January 
1719. In that aflemWy, count Horn, a nobleman of great dillinflion and 
capacity, obferved in full fenate, and in the prefence of the queen, with 
whom he had concerted the declaration, that both Ulrica and her ftfler 
Hedwlgc had forfeited their title to the crown, becaufe their marriages had 
not been confirmed by the dates. On the meeting of the dates, Ulrica 
delivered a memorial, in which fhe difclaimed all pretenfions, and that the 
throne being vacant, they might proceed to an eleflion. On this formal 
renunciation, Ulrica Eleonora was cledled by the dates, and gave her 
confent to the new form of government, which rendered the lbvcr«ign 
of Sweden, from the mod abfolute, the mod limited monarch in Europe. 
The new queen, or rather the fenate, wEo pofTefled the whole power of go- 
vernment, had fufHcient occupation to deliver the country from the dread- 
ful fituation to which it had been reduced by a war of twenty years, and to 
conclude terms of pacification with Hanover, Pruffia, Denmark, Poland, and 
Rufiia. 

Before the death of Charles (he Twelfth, a congrefs had been held in the 
Ide of Aland, betw'een the Swedidi and Pruflian plenipotentiaries ; and had 
the Swedidi monarch lived, Baron Gortz could have reconciled Peter and 
Charles, both equally incenfed againd George the Fird j and a combined army 
of Swedes and Ruffians, after conquering Norway, would have landed in 
Scotland for the purpofe of placing tlie Pretender on the throne of Great 
Britain. 

f Lagerbring Hift. de Suede. 
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On the death of Gharles, George, though involved in difputcs witli Spain, 
yet fecure of the co-operation of France, difpatched Carteret and Bafl’ewitz 
to break up the congrefs of Aland, and to prevent the pacification between 
Ruflia and Sweden, from a dread, left their union Ihould render his media- 
tion unneceflary, and induce Sweden to decline confirming the ceffion of 
Bremen and Verden. Carteret fucceeded in his negotiation, and is ap- 
plauded, though not without regret, by the Swe^ifh hiftorians *, for the 
confummate addrefs with which he prevailed on Sweden to conclude a fe- 
paratc peace with Hanover, which was followed by a fubfidiary alliance with 
England, under the fnediation and guarantee of France. 

Before the pacification was finally concluded, Sweden fuffered fcvercly for 
breaking off the congrefs of Aland. The Danes took Marftrand, the Gi- 
braltar of the north, and threatened Gotheborg. Forty thoufand Ruffians 
landed in different parts of Sweden, and carried havock and deftrudion into 
the kingdom, reduced eight towns, and above 1,300 villages to aftics-f- 
The arrival of the Englifli fleet put a temporary flop to this invafion, and 
haftened the peace of Sweden with Hanover, Pruffia, and Denmark. Car- 
teret, fupported by the prefence of an Englilli fleet in the Baltic, deluded 
Sweden with promifes to affift in wrefting from Ruflia the conquered pro- 
vinces, and prevailed on her to confirm the ceffion of Bremen and Verden to 
Hanover ; Stetin and the diftrid between the Oder and Plene, to Pruffia i 
to renounce the claims of exemption from the Sound duties, and to engage 
not to affift the duke of Holftcin, fliould he attemjJt the recovery of Slefwic. 
Denmark gave back to Sweden Marftand, Stralfund, and the Ifle of Wif'mar 
for 600,000 rixdollars, relinquiflied her alliance with Ruflia i .arid, as an 
indemnification for the conquefts reftored, England and France gratified 
Denmark by guarantying Slefwic §. 

Peter, incenfed at thele treaties, which expofed him fingly to the uniteil 
forces of Sweden and Fhigland, did not lofe courage, but continued his in- 
vafion of Sweden, which the Englifh fleet could not prevent ; arrefted the 
Englifh merchants who were fettled in his dominions, and his rcfident in 
London delivered a ftrong memorial againft the inlbicnt interpofitiou of 
Great Britain. 

. In confequence ot the Ruffian invafion, Sweden had recourfe to England 
for affiftance. The king lent a fleet info the Baltic, and applied to parlui- 


Chapter 2s, 
1721 to 1722. 


Proceedings 
in parlia- 
ment. 


* I.agerbriniT, Hift. tie Suede. j Laotrbrin?. 

t Schiiidt Rud. Golcli. vol. a. p. 308. | Mallet, Hift. dc D.uiernarc, 


Voi.. I. 


Y 


meat 



1 62 

Period JII. 

■"1720 to 1727 
Vw >11 

June 19, 


Feace of 
Nylladt. 


September, 


MEMOIRS OF 

ment for a fubCdy of 72,000, according to the tennj ftipulatcd by the 
, treaty of alliance. The motion to make good thefe engageriients was vio- 
lently oppofed in the houfe of commons by Sir William Wyndham, Shippen,. 
and lord Molefworth, who had long refided in Denmark, and who pubiifhed 
an excellent account of that kingdom. He ably contended, that the al- 
liance was contrary to former treaties with Denmark and Rullia; that it was 
uni lift to infift that Peter thould reftore his conquefts, while other princes re- 
tained the tpoils of Sweden; and that the only equitable mode of proceed- 
ing, was for Prullia to reftore Stetin, and the eleftor of Hanover, Bremen and 
Verden ; he artfully infinuated that the claim to Mecklenburgh was one of 
the caufes which occafioned the rupture with Ruffia ; urged that England 
ought not to intermeddle with the affairs of the empire ; and that the pro- 
curing of naval ftores was the principal advantage of our trade to the Baltic. 
To thefe ftrong arguments Walpole could only reply, that the fubfuly al- 
lowed to Sweden and the miffion of the fquadron to the Baltic had been fti- 
pulatcd by former engagements, which, if not complied witli, would affedl the 
national honour. But the chief motive which induced the parliament to grant 
this fubfidy, was the declaration that another would not be demanded, as the 
preliminaries between Ruffia and Sweden were wholly fettled ; yet fo ftrong 
were the objedtions to the hoftilitics againft Ruffia, that the motion for the 
fubfidy was only carried by a majority of 59 *. 

Sweden deriving no effbdtual afliftance from England, was compelled to 
receive the terms of peace didlated by Ruffia; and Peter, refufing to accept the 
mediation of a pow'er whiclR had offended him, granted, under the guarantee 
of p'rance, the peace of Nyftadt. Sweden ceded to Ruffia Livonia, Eftho- 
nia, Ingria, part of Carelia, and the diftridl of Viborg in Finland. In return, 
Peter reftored the remaining part of Finland, paid 2,000,000 rixdollars 
(if. 500,000) as an indemnification for Livonia, and promiled not to inter- 
fere in the domeftic concerns of Sweden. 

During thefe tranfadlions, Ulrica Eleonora had refignetl the crown in 
favour of her hufbaftd Frederick the Firft, wdio purchafed his eledion by 
confirming all limitations of prerogative to whiclji the queen had confented. 
This transfer of the crown occafioned many difeontents, increafed the Hol- 
ftein faftion, gave to Peter the Great the means of gaining a ftrong party in 
the fenate, and enabled him to foment the internal difeontents natural to a 
popular government ; it expofed the country to future conflicts in the north, 
and entailed on the Britiflt adminiftration, a feries of complicated and diffi- 
cult negotiations. 
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Walpole had fcarcely fettled the bulinefs of the South Sea, and reftored 
public credit, when he turned his attention to trade and manufaftures, and 
gave a convincing proof of his liberal and extenfive views. On being again 
placed at the head of the treafury, he found the foreign trade fliackled with 
numerous petty duties and impoverifhing taxes, which obfl;iu6ted the expor- 
tation of our manufad ures, and lefiened the importation of the mod necef- 
fary commodities. Walpole framed the noble plan of abolilhing at once all 
thele reftridions, and giving freedom to the mod valuable branches of our 
external and internal commerce. 

The fpeech delivered from the throne at the opening of the feventh and 
laft feffion of this ever memorable parliament, in conformity to this plan, is 
juftly praifed by Uztariz *, an eminent Spanifh writer, as a model of good 
fenfe and liberality of fpirit. It was drawn up by Walpole, and contains the 
great outlines of the falutaiy plan which he hatl formed for the extenfion of 
trade. 

“ In this fituation of affairs, wc fliould be extremely wanting to ourfelves, 
if we neglcded to improve the favourable opportunity which this general 
tranquillity gives us, of extending our commerce, upon which the riches and 
grandeur of this nation chiefly depend. It is very obvious, that nothing 
would more conduce to the obtaining fo public a good, than to make the 
exportation of our own ntanufaftures, and the importation of the commo- 
dities ufed in the manufaduring of them, as pradicable and as eafy as may 
be ; by this means, the balance of trade may be preferved in our favour, 
our navigation increaled, and greater number's of our poor employed. I 
mull therefore recommend it to you, gentlemen of the houfo of commons, 
to confider how far the duties upon thefe branches may be taken off, and 
replaced, without any violation of public faith, or laying any new burthen, 
upon my people. And 1 promife myfelf, that by a due confideration of this 
matter, the produce of thole duties, compared with the infinite advantages 
that will accrue to the kingdom by their being taken off, will be found fo 
inconfiderable, as to leave little room for any difficulties or objedions, 

“ The fupplying ourfelves with naval flores upon terms the moft eafy and 
leaft precarious, feems highly to deferve the care and attention of parliament. 
Our plantations in America naturally abound with molt of the proper ma- 
terials for this neceffary and effential part of our trade and maritime flrerfgth ; 
and if by due encouragement, we could be furnifhed from thence with thofc 
naval ftores, which wc are now obliged to purchafe, and bring from foreign 

V 

* Uztariz, Theory and Prailice of Commerce, ch. a8. vcl. r. p. 131. 
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counti'icb, it would not only greatly contribute to the riches, influence, and 
power of this nation, but, by employing our own colonies in this ufeful and 
advantageous I'ervice, tlivert them from fetting up, and carrying on manufac- 
tures which dircAly interfere with thofe of Great Britain 

la confequence of this recommendation, one hundred and fix articles of 
Britiih manufadture were allow'ed to be exported, and thirty-eight articles of 
raw materials to be imported duty free. 

The other great objedt recommended in the fpeech, which regarded tlie 
importation of naval Itores from the American, colonies, was effcdled in the 
fame fefiions. It had long been a matter of complaint, that naval Itores, 
which were principally drawn from the Baltic, were dogged with numerous 
difficulties, and raifecl to an enormous price. It w'as found, on inquiry 
into the commerce with Ruffia, Sweden, Denmark, and the Hanfeatic 
towns, that the imports exceeded the exports to the amount of more than 
200,000 ; it was proved that fince the Ruffia company had engrofled the 
trade to that country, the price of tar had been doubled, and it was llkcwifc 
notorious, that the fupplies of naval ftores might be prohibited, Ihould 
England be at war with Ruffia, and the Czar, with a view to incrcafo 
his own navy, infifl: that naval ftores (laould only be exported in Ruffian 
vcflels. It W'as an obvious remark, that fince thefe commodities w'ere ne- 
ceflary for the navy, it was impolitic to be at the mercy of a foreign prince, 
cfpecially as w'c might be lupplied from our own plantations on cafier terms, 
and in exchange for our owm manufadures. Such were the motives which 
induced Walpole to countenance a bill for encouraging the introduftion of 
naval ftores, and granting bounties and premiums to the importers of them 
from our colonies in North America. 

It is the obfervatioir of a judicious writer -j", that the advancements which 
have been made in Iliipjring, commerce, manufactures, and in all kinds 
of induftry, fince the pafling of this law, have been prodigious ; and it can- 
not be denied, even by the bittereft enemies of the minifter, that this national 
imj^rovement w'as principally due to his liberal and enlarged fpirit. He 
adds, “ I am perfuaded, that impartial pofterity will acknowledge, tliat if e\'er 
a ftatefman deferved well of the public, Sir Robert Walpole was that man.” 
And yet none of the Englifli hiftorians have paid a due tribute of applaufe 
to thefe l'>eneficial exertions ofminifterial capacity; while fome of them enter, 
with a tedious minuteneft, into a detail of foreign trafifaCVions, and echo from 
one to the other the never failing topic of Hanoverian influence ; while they 

• .Chandler, vol. 6. p. 263. printed, but never publiflicd.— Anderfon on 
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dwell with malignant pleafure on thofe parts of his conduft, which in their 
opinion, prove the afcendancy of influence and corruption ; while they re- 
peat the fpeeches and reproaches of oppolition, they fuffer thcic falutary regula- 
tions, which ought to render the name of Walpole dear to every Englillimau, 
to be principally confined to books of rates and taxes, and only to be men- 
tioned by commercial writers. 

Although Sunderland had religned all his official employments, yet he Hill 
retained his influence at court, and never heartily coalefced with the new minif- 
ters. He had obtained the appointment of lord Carteret to be (ecretary of Hate 
in the place of Craggs, who died on the i6th of February, and the prefidcnt- 
^Ihip of the council for lord Carleton, in preference to the duke of Devon- 
fliire, w'ho was fupported by all the influence of Townfliend and Walpole. 
He fomented a divifion in the cabinet, and carried feveral points in oppoli- 
tioji to the other members. 

The condud of Sunderland at this period, is involved in fo much myflery, 
as to leave his charader open to cv^ery fufpicion. It is impoflible to afeertain 
to what fatal purpofe he meant to employ his afcendancy over his fovereign, 
or to what extremes he might have been driven by his difgull againfl the 
prince of Wales ; he intrigued with theTories, and * made overtures to bilhop 
Atterbury. He propofed, at a time when the ferment occafioncd by the 
South Sea feherne was at its extreme height, to diflblve the jtarliamenf, 
and induced tlie king to fandion his views, by perfiiading him that there 
was not money enough in the treafury to fecure the return of a Whig 
majority, and that the Tories, under his influence, w'ould fereen the 
projedors of the South Sea, and fupprefs all inquiry on the fubjed. But 
this dangerous and infulious propofal was over-ruled by the fagacity and. 
intrepidity of Walpole, who reprefented the extreme danger and impo- 
licy of tlie meafurc, and took on himfelf the charge of finding the fums 
neceffary to fupport the Whig majority -{'• Sunderland did not dare to 
avow any intimate connection witli, or preference of the Tories, and was 
obliged to yield to thefe arguments and afllirances ; but the Pretender and 
the Jacobites certainly, at this time, entertained the molt liinguine hopes. 
Sunderland became a great favourite with them and the Tories, his health 
was conftantly drank J by them, and they affeded to be I'ecure of attaining, by 
his means, the accomplilhment of their willies. 

Not all the fervices which Walpole had performed to his king, to his coun- 
try, not even his merit in fereening Sunderland from the rage of the houfe of" 
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commons, .could expiate the crime of having fuperfeded that ambitious and 
domineering minifter at the head of the treafury, wlio dreaded his abilities and 
popularity, and who faw in him a rival not unlikely to fupplant him in the 
confidence and favour of the Ibvereign. Sunderland, jealous of his growing 
power, determined cither to remove him from his fituation in the houfe of 
commons, or again to obtain his difmiflion, U^der the femblance of favour,, 
he requefted the king to create him poftmaftcr general for life j a lucra- 
tive office, which if he had received would have incapacitated him from a 
leaf in parliament, and if he refufed, would fubjedt him to the refentment 
of his fovereign. Contrary, however, to his cxpedlations, George inquired 
if Walp>ole had defired it, or was acquainted with it : Sunderland replied in « 
tlie negative : “ then” returned the king, “ do not make him the offer, I parted 
with him once agajnft my inclination, and I will never part with him again 
as long as he is willing to ferve me This unexpeded demur fulpended 
the defjgns of Sunderland ; and his death, which happened on the 19th of 
April 1 722, prevented his attempts to remo^ Walpole, which, confidering his 
influence and afcendancy, might have been finally fuccefsful. 


CHAPTER THE TWENTY-THIRD: 

1722 — 1723. 

Meeting of the new Parliament. -r-: At ter busy's Plot. — Memoirs. — Bill of Pains 
and Penalties. — Condu5l in Exile. — Death. — fax on the EJlates of Roman 
Catholics^ and Non-jurors, 

T he parliament, in purfuance of the opinion of Walpole, was not dif- 
folved until the loth of March, a few days before it would have died a 
natural death. The new parliament affembled on the 1 9th of Odober j and it 
foon appeared, that the promife of Walpole to obtain a majority of Whies 
was fulfilled. 

During the ferment of the general eledion, the plot of which bifhop At* 
terbury was the head, was deteded, and from the mention of it in the king’s 
fpecch, it became the firft objed which engaged the attention of the legifla- 

Horace Walpole to Etough, July 31,1731. Corrcfpondcncc, Period III. 
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ture. As Walpole, from his fituation and intelligence, procured the earlieft Chapter 13^ 
information of this confpiracy, and took an adtive (hare in the profecution, «7*^toi7a3. 
I lhall throw together a few anecdotes of bifliop Atterbury, and add , 
fuch new information as can be derived from the Orford and Walpole Pa- 
pers. 

Francis Atterbury was born at Middleton, near Newport- Pagnel, in Buck- Account of 
inghamlhire, in 1662. He received his education at Weftminfter fchool, Atterbunf, 
and was from thence eledted a ftudent ofChrift Church College Oxford. At 
both places he took inc^efatigable pains in improving himfelf, and at a very 
early period,. was diftinguilhed for the elegance of his tafte, and his knowledge 
of clallical literature, which he difplayed in a Latin verfion of Diyden’s 
Abfalom and Achitophel, an<i a t Anflation of fome odes of Horace. In ^e 
24th year of his age he proved his talents in controverfial writing, by vindi- 
cating Martin Luther, in a publication, which induced Burnet to rank him 
among thofe eminent divines who had fignalifed themfelves by their admir- 
able defences of the Proteftant religion. On taking orders, he acquired a 
high reputation by his talent in preaching, and by fupporting, againft Hoadly 
and Wake, the dodtrines of the high church. Bred up in Tory principles, 
he wrote in favour of paffivc obedience, and difplayed fo much learning and 
ingenuity, that he was chofen prolocutor of the lower houle of convocation, 
and chiefly managed the affairs in that aflembly. A fimilarity of ojiinion 
induced him warmly to elpoule the caufe of his friend Sachevcrel, and he is 
fuppofed to have had the princijial fliare in drawing u]> the mafterly de-‘ 
fence which the dodtor delivered at liis trial. He was ftrd patronifed by 
Sir Jofeph Trelawney. bifliop of Exeter ; appointed by tlie Toiy adniini- 
ftration of queen Anne, de-an of Chrife church, and, in 1 713, advanced, at 
the recommendation of the earl of Oxfortl, to the bifho]iric of R<ichefter 
and deanery of Wefbninfter. At that period he was in fuch high eftima- 
tion with the queen and miniftry, that iTe was not unfrcquently confulted in 
points of the utmoft importance ; he was always inimical to tlie fucceflion of 
the Hanover line, and on the death of queen Anne, was accui'ed, by Har- 
court, of having offered to aflifl at the proclamation of the Pretender, in his 
lawn fleeves ; and when Ormond and Bolingbroke declined taking any vigor- 
ous ftep, is reported to have exclaimed, “ Never was a better caufe loft for 
want of fpirit.” It is certain that he was involved in the fchemes of Boling- 
broke, and a letter from that minifter * foon after the queen’s death, proves 
the extreme confidence repoied in him. 

On the acceflion of George the Firft, he received evident marks of cold- 
ndfs from the new fovereign ; and on the breaking but of the rebellion, gave 

• Maepherfon’s Papers, vpl. a. p. 651. 
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an inftance of his difafFedtion, by refufing to fign. the declaration of the bi- 
fhops, in favour of the crown. Ho uniformly employed his great elotpience 
in the houfe of lords, in oppofing the nieafures of government, and in draw- 
ing up the moft violent protefts. Atterbury was of areftlefs afpiring temper, 
and eager to obtain the higheft honours of the church, which he would cer- 
tainly have acquired, had not queen Anne died. The active part which he 
had taken during her reign, againft the fucceflion of the houfe of Brunfwick, 
and his uniform oppolition to the government of the new fovereign, pre- 
cluded him from all expectations of promotion. But when Sunderland 
courted the Tories, and made overtures to him as to the leader of the dif- 
afFcCted party, his conduCt was fo equivocal, that his friends * reproached him 
with having deferred his principles ; and hts enemies did nothefitate aflerting 
that he had engaged iir a confpiracy againft the government, becaufe his de- 
mand of the bilhopriek of VVinchefter was rejected. There feems, how'ever, to 
be no foundation for thefe reflections; it is probable, that in liftening to the 
overtures of Sunderland, he conceived hof>es, that the minifter was inclined to 
promote the caufe of the Pretender, and that Sunderland was duped by 
him, rather than that he was duped by Sunderland. And if we may judge 
from the inflexibility of his character, there is reafon to believe that he rejected 
all offers of promotion, and w^as never inclined to defert his party -f* 

It appears from Sir Luke Schaub’s correfpondence from Paris j', that the 
firft intimation of the confpiracy in which he w'as engaged, came from the re- 
gent duke of Orleans, to whom the agents of the Pretender communicated 
the plot, in liopes of receiving affiftance from him, and that he betrayed them 
to the king of England. 

In conlequence of his full conviction of the truth and danger of the con- 
Ijjiracy, Walpole took a very aCtive fhare in conducting the profecution : 
He firft mentioned it to the houfe, when the bill for fulpending the ha- 
beas corpus aCl was oppofed, and ‘a motion made to limit its duration 
to fix months. This motion being ftrongly and ably feconded, feemed on 
the point of being carried, when Walpole laid before the houfe fome parti- 
culars of the confpiracy ; he laid, “ That this wicked defign was formed about 
Chriltmas lalt ; that the confpirators had at firft. made application to fome 
potentates abroad, for an affiftance of 5,000 men : that being denied, they 
afterwards, about the month of April, made farther application, and earneft 
inftances for 3,000 ; that beii^ again difappointed in their ex^ieClations from 
foreign affiftance, they rcfolved dclperately to go on, confiding in their own 
ftrength, and fondly depending' on the difafteCtion of England ; and that 


• Prior to Swift, April 25, 1721.— Swill’s ry.-— Memoirs of his Life prefixed to his Mif- 
J.etiers, voi. 3 . • ccllancous Works by Nicholis. 

f Uiographia Uritaiiica.— -Article Atterbti- J Hardwicke Papers. 
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their firft attempt wa.s to have been the feizing of the bank, the cjfchequer, 
and other places where the public money was lodged : that although govern- 
ment had’ undoubted informations of this plot ever fince May laft ; no per- 
fons had been apprehended, becaufe there being then two terms coming on 
together, they would have had the benefit of the habeas corpus ad, and their 
arrelt was deferred till the long vacation.” He added, “ That the traiterous 
defigns againft his majelly’s perl'on and government Irad been projedlng 
ever fince the death of the late queen ; and evident proofs would ap- 
pear that there had been a meeting of (bme confiderable perfons, one of 
wlrom was not far off, wherein it had been propofed to proclaim the Preten- 
der at the Royal Exchange ; that an exad account of this deteftable con- 
fpiracy would, in due tiniS, he laid before parliament.*’ He concluded, by 
obferv'ing, “ that although it was true, that the habeas corpus ad had never be- 
fore been fulpended for above fix months ; yet, as the lords had made this 
fufpenfion for a whole year, if the commons fhould propofe any alteration, it 
might occafion a difference between the two houfes, which, at this time of 
jealoufy and danger, might be attended with bad effeds in foreign courts 
Accordingly the bill was carried by a majority of 246 againft 193.. 

Bills of pains and penalties having been pafled againft the inferior agents, 
Plunket, Kelly, and Layer, that of the bifliop became the objed of general 
attention. In confequence of the report of the committee, a bill was brought 
into«the houfe of commons, for fubjeding him to banifhment and depri- 
vation. On receiving a copy of the bill, he wrote a letter to the fjreakcr, 
requiring to have the afliftance of counfel and fblicitors in making his de- 
fence, w'hich was granted. Having obtained this indulgence, he laid before 
the houfe of lords, a petition, ftating that, by an order of their houfc, no 
lord might appear by counfel before the houfc of commons, tliat he was 
cinder great difficulties how to ad, and requefting their diredions. It was 
accordingly moved, “ That the bilhop being a lord of padiament, ought not 
to aiifwer, or make his defence by counfel, or othcrwile, in the houl'e of com- 
mons, to a bill there depending.” This motion produced an aij^ument of 
fbme length, which was terminated by tlie obfervation of the duke of Whar- 
ton, “ That -the bifhop having already applied to the houfc of convnrons, ip 
a letter to their fpeaker, for counfel, it was prepofterous now for him to pray 
the lords not to give him leave to be heard before the commons, wliich was 
the drift of his petition.” And upon a fccond queftiqp, leave was given lor 
him to be lipard by his counfel, or otherwife, as he might think [.irojicj’. l.'-li 
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thus to hfs own difcretion, on the day he was expcAed to have made his defence, 
he fent a letter to the fpeaker, ftating, “ That he Ihould decline giving that 
houfe any trouble, contenting himfelf with the opportunity, if the bill went 
on, of making his defence before another, of which he had the honour to be 
a member.” The bill having pafled the commons, was fent up to the lords,, 
and on the 6th of May, he was brought to the bar to mkke his defence ; he 
made a long anti artful fpecch himlelf, and liis counfel. Sir Conftantine 
Phipps and Mr. Wynne, difplayed great zeal and ability ; but the bill finally 
pafled the lords, and received the joyal afient *. 

The confpiracy in which Atterbury was concerned, and for which he was 
exiled, has fliared the^ fate of many other plots which have not been carried 
into execution. It was at the time credited by one party, and dilbelieved by 
the other ; and even fubfequent writers have, according to their principles^ 
confidered it as real or pretended. The public opinion of the minifter is 
fufficiently known from the aftive part which he took in difeovering and* 
counteradling the confpiracy, and his private opinion is detailed in a confv* 
dential letter which he wrote to his brother Horace, then envoy at the 
Hague; about three months before Atterbury was arfelled'h- 

It would be needlefs as well as tedious to canvafs the principal aiguments 
for bragainft bifhop Atterbury. It will befufficient to obferve that the proofi: 
bf his guilt, though not derived from pofitive, but from circumftantial and 
prefuniptive evidence, were as ftrongasthc nature of the cafe would adnut of i 
confidering the early period at which the plot was difeovered, and the 
great art and talents of the culprit, they w'cre fuch as to ftamp on the im- 
partial mind, the moft indelible^ convidion. It was indeed a ftrong proof 
of the lenity of government, that a bill of attainder was not brought in againfi: 
him, and that he was only puniflied with deprivation and banifliment. 

The commitment of the bilhop of Rochefter to the Tower, had occafioned 
great clamours. Under pretence of his being afflided with the gout, he 
was publicly prayed ;{: for in moft of the churches of London and Weftmin- 
fter, and a print of him was circulated, in which he was reprefented looking 
through the grate of a prifon, and holdihg in his hand a portrait of arch- 
bifimp Laud, with fome verfes, commiferating his fituation, and calling him 

a fecond Laud* 

“ Whofe chriftian courage nothing fears but God.” 


• Journsis.— State Trials.— •Chandler, — 
Lords* Debates.— Tindal.— Speaker Onflow 
on Oppofitioo, Corrcfpoiulence, Period IV, 


fMay apth, 172a, Correfpondence, Period 
III. 

f Political State, vol. 4. p. 21. 


It 



It was a!fo apprehended, that his removal on board the Ihip which was to Chapter 21. 
convey liini into banifhnicnt, would have been tlte hgnal of infurreftion, but *7** to 17*^ 
no tumults took place. Walpole, in a letter to Towmlhend, dated Wliit'Chall, "* 

June 20, 1723, rims fpeaks of his embarkation ; 

“ The late bilhoj:) of Rocheiter went away on Tuqfday. The croud 
that attended him before his embarkation w’as not more than was expelled ; 
but great numbers of boats attended him to the thip’s fide. Nothing very 
extraordinary, but the duke of Wharton’s behaviour, who went on board the 
velTel with him j and a free converfiillon betwixt his holinefs aji<i William- 
fon * } with menaces of a day of vengeance.” 

Many reports have been circulated concerning the feverity with which 
Atterbury was treated in the Tower ; but upon a candid examination of the 
fadts alleciged by the bifhop and his friends, wc have no realbn to imagine 
that he underwent more rigour than a ftate prilbner accufed of a trea- 
fonable confpiracy ufually meets with. The following inflancc of lenity 
is not generally knowm. He was arrefted in Auguil 1722: The ar- 
ticles of impeachment were brought into the lioufe the 23d of lyjlarch 
1723, palled the houlb of commons on the 9th of April ; he fpoke in his 
own defence on the 6th of May^ and on the 27th, the king gave his ’royal 
afleut to the bill of pains and penalties. During the interval between his 
impeachment and condemnation, fcveral chapters were permitted to be held, 
under his aufpices as dean of Weftminftcr, and the I'ubdean w'as allowed 
to a( 9 : as his proxy. During the month of May, not lefs than eight chaji- 
ters were held for figning leafes, and on the 3ifi:, it was agreed “ That 
the leale of the manor of Penlliam be mxv lealed and lie in the chapter 
clerk’s hands as an efcrole, till the bills he has fent up for the lines arc due 
and paid, this being the laft chapter likely to be held till another dean be 
made, and that the prefent dean have his proportion of the fine f.” This 
unufual mode of proceeding, by which a very confiderable fine was, before 
payment, relerved for Atterbury^ was entirely owing to the connivance, if not 
to the interference of government, for it is a well known fad, that the billiop 
of R9chefl:er had off'endeduthe chapter by his overbearing behaviour. 

Atterbury received the tribute of applauie from the lirll poets of his time : Highly 
Swift, Pope, and Gay have not omitted to pay high encomiums to his talents fifet-med b; 


and learning. Gay obferves, in his Epillle to Pope, 

“ See Rochefter approving nods his head, 

“ And ranks one modern with the mighty dead.* 
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Pope, in his Epilogue to the Satires, defcribes his unfhaken firmncls and! 
lefignation in the hour of profecution : 

How plcafaig Atterburj^’s fofter hour j 
“ How fliines his foul unconquer’d in the lower." 

Pope and. Swift kept up a conftant correfpondence with him during his 
exile, and always exprcticd the liighed. llmtirhents of veneration and rclp'cdt 
for his charadcr. Pope, in particular, almoft idoli fed his baniihed friend, 
and was fully convinced of his hoiiour and integrity, and that he was of a 
mind too noble to be led by the fpirit of vengeance to cabal againft his 
country. 

How ignorant Pope was of his real charadcr, and how much Atterbury be- 
lied his admirable portrait of a good and wife man in exile *, neither ading 
from a principle of refentmept, or impelled by revenge, was proved by his 
fubfequent coaduth;. He had no Iboner landed on the Continent, than he titrew 
himfelf into the fervice of the Pretender, and became tiie principal agent of 
his afl airs, fird at Bruifels, and afterwards in France. 

The advocates of Atterbury have in vain endeavoured to deny or palliate 
this fad } and to imprefs a belief that he never attempted to excite a re- 
bellion in England j and that for the purpofe of avoiding felicitations from 
the Jacobites, he quitted Paris, and went to Montpelier in 1728^^ where he 
relided above two years J- : but the contrary is proved from the moft un- 
queftionable evidence, from his private correfpondence with the rebels in 
Scotland, in 1725, publiftied by Sir David Dalrymple j from the repeated 
accounts tranfmitted by Horace Walpole, during his embaffy at P^is i from 
the information of fpies, who difeovered his cabals, and from the corre- 
fpondence between him and his fon-in-law Mr. Morice, of which extrads 
are given in the fecond volume. It appears alfo, from his own account 
that he quitted managing the affairs of the Pretender in 1728, from dilguft, 
and not from principle. ' 

In fad, Atterbury was of too afpiring a temper to ad a fecondaijr part : 
he expeded to have been the principal manager of the cabals in France, and to 
have been employed in carrying on the correfpondence with the difaffeded in 
England. But on finding that lord Mar and Dillon were more trufled than 

• CtCtter from Pop« to Atterbury, Pope’s J Letter from Bifliop Atterbury to Mr. Mo- 
Works, voJ.' 5. p. 354- rice, Epiftolary Correfpondence, vol. 4, p, 

f Mifcelianeous Works Shhop Atterbu- i6t. 
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himfelf, he endeavoured to undermine their influence. With this view he en- Chapter * 3 . 
tered into cabals with Murray and Hay, whole wife was the Pretender’s mijlrers, ’7^* 
and the caufc that his confort, the princefs Maria Clementina, had retired in- 
to a convent, and publicly demanded a feparatiop. Although Atterbury was 
fcandalifed at the Pretender’s incontiftent conduft, and dilguHed with the 
influence of Hay, .yet he meanly conckfccnclcd to join in intrigues with him 
and Murray, jultified the Pretender, reviled his conf rt, and predicted tiiat 
fhe would repent of her indifcretbu when her hufband was rellored to the 
throne of his anceftors, which event his fanguinc expectation again led him 
to confider as mot far diftant. He had no fooner fucceeded in deftroying 
. the influence of Mar and Dillon, than he became jealous of Hay and 
Murray, reviled the Pretender, jultified his confort, and retirect from Paris, 
exprelling a convi 6 tion that the follies and vices of his attainted fovereign ex- 
cluded all hopes of effedtually fcrvingjiim. During hi^ rcfidcnce at Mont- 
pellier, he alFedted a love of retirement, and a fondnei's for the calm pleafures 
of a country life ; but in the midft of thefe philolophical reveries he did not 
relinquilh his cabals for fupplanting Hay and Murray, and after a year’s 
continuance at Montpellier, returned to Paris for the purpofe of completing 
his fcheme *. 

At tliis perkxl his condu<5l was rejnarkablc for duplicity : for while he 
leemed abforbed in proje(fts for obtaining the afcendancy in the court of the 
Pretender, he was looking forwards to England with fond expeftations of an 
adl of grace. Soon after his return to Paris, he held frequent conferences in 
the Bbis de Boulogne, with the Duchefs of Buckingham, natural daug^hter of 
James the Second, for the oUcnfible purpole of giving her advice concerning 
the education of her fon. The real objeft of thefe conferences was not 
difeovered until her arrival at Rome, when flie prevailed on her brother to 
remove Hay and Murray, and inveft Atterbury with the principal manage- 
ment of his affairs in France. His fanguine expeftations foon led him to 
anticipate the fall of Sir Robert Walpole, whom he always confidered as the 
greateft fupport of the reigning family j and vvhofe dilgrace, he thought, 
would be followed by the afeendkney of the Jacobite party in England, and 
the reftorationof the Stuarts -f. 

Notwithftanding his boafted philofophy, Atterbury pafled his time in exile. His conduct 
in a manner which reflefts no credit on the firmnefs of his mind, or the purity 
of his principles. The rcftleflfnefs o^ his temper, his afpiring ambition, his 
conftant cabals, his anxious defire to return, the narrownefs of his income, corn- 

• 

* Secret Intelligence from Paris ; Orford and Walpole Papers. f Ibid. 
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pared with his former opulence, and the continual defeftion of his partizans in 
England, preyed upon a mind like his, fed with hopes which were conilantly 
disappointed, and flung with refentment which could not be gratified. I lis 
fituation was embittered by the ill condud: of his fon, and by the death of 
his beloved daughter Mrs. Moricc, who expired in his arms, and of which 
fad event he has given a pathetic account in a letter to Pope. He died at 
Paris, on the 1 5th of February 1 1 , in the 70th year of his age. 

One fad highly lionourable to him, ought not to be omitted ; he re- 
mained, at all times, true to tlic Proteflant religion, and regular in the jier- 
formance of its duties. He reprobated with warmth, the ^ouducl of the 
duke of Wharton, lord North and Grey, and others, w'ho had facrificed their, 
religion with a view to obtain the Pretender’s favour ; he even quarrelled with 
the Duke of Berwick, Who propofed giving a Catholic preceptor to the young 
duke of Buckingham, and ufed his influence over the duchefs, to place none 
but Proteftants about the perfon of her fon. 

A fliort time before his death, Atterbury was alarmed, left bis papers 
ftiould fall into the hands of government, and that their contents Ihould en- 
danger fome of his correfpondents. Several of the moft fccret lie dcftroyed,and 
with a view' to fecure the remainder, he applied to the EngUfti embafl'ador, lord 
Waldegrave, to affix his feal on them, that they might be delivered to his exe- 
cutors*. But lord Waldegrave declined this delicate exertion of his diploma- 
tic privilege, allcdging that Atterbury was not intitled to the rights of a Britifh 
fubjeft. His motives for this refuffil were derived from an unwillingnefs to 
place himfelf in the embarraffing fituation of receiving orders from his own 
court, to deliver up the confidential depofit of an exile. Atterbury then ap- 
plied to the French goverment, but fome difficulties arifing, he w'ithdrevv' 
his felicitation, and died before he had made an efFeftual arrangement. On 
his death, John Sample, a fpy in the pay of government, who lived in 
habits of intimacy with the bifhop, endeavoured to obtain pofleffion of the 
papers, for the oftenfible purpofe of fending them to the Pretender; biit the 
friends of the deceafed interpofed ; the papers were lent to the Scots Col- 
lege, and the feal of office affixed. MdUce, his fon-in-law and executor, 
obtained all thofe which related to family affairs, and the remainder were 
left in the college. On his return to England, his papens were feized, and 
Moricc was examined before the privy counfel. Several of thefe docu- 
ments, with tlie marks of office, are preferved among the Orford papers ; 
they contain j)art of the correfpondcnce between the bifhop and his fon-in- 
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law, feveral mifcellaneous articles in Atterbury’s hand-writing, and Ibme 
letters from *VVilliam Shippen, relat ing to the charadter of Hampden, in 
Clarendon’s Hiftory, which Oldmixon accufed Atterbury, billiop Smal- 
ridge and Dr. Aldrich, ' of having interpolated, to which accufation ' the 
bilhop publilhed a fatisfadtory anfwer From thefe papers a I'ekdlion of 
the moft curious articles is given in the correfpondence. 

Thebilhop’s body was conveyed to England, for thepurpofe of being inter- 
red in Weftminfter Abbey. On its way the hcarfe was flopped, and his coffin 
opened, which occafioned a great outcry againft the miniflers, as if their ven- 
geance continued to purfue him even after death •, but it foon appeared that 
this indignity proceeded from the cuflom-houfe officers, who had informa- 
tion that a c 6 nfiderable quantity of brocades, and other prohibited goods, was 
concealed in the coffin. This fearch being effedlcd, the hearfe was fuffered to 
proceed without moleftation, and the body, after fome diiBcuhy, was buried 
in Wcftminjfter Abbey. 

Soon a.fter the fufpenfion of the habeas corpus adt, Walpole introduced 
a bill for raifing^f. 100,000, by laying a tax on the ellates of Papills, which 
was afterwards extended to all Non-jurors. The liberal Ipirit of the prefent 
age, condemns a meafure which tended to increafe the difaffedlion of a large 
body of fubjedls, and which the arguments advanced by the minifter in its 
favour were calculated only to palliate, but could not juftify. For on being 
urged by feveral members, and particularly by Onflow, who declared his 
abhorrence of perfecuting any fet of men becaule of their religious opinions, 
Walpole reprefented “ the great dangers incurred by this nation fince 
the reformation, from the conftant endeavours of Papills to fubvert our 
happy conftitution and- the Proteftant religion, by the moft cruel, violent, 
and unjuftifiable methods ; that he would not take upon him to charge 
any particular perfon among them, with being concerned in this horrid con- 
fpiracy . That it was notorious that many of them had been engaged in the 
Prefton rebellion, and fome were executed for it; and the prelent plot was 
contrived at Rome, and countenanced inpopilh countries; that many of the 
Papifts were not only well-wiftiers to it, but had contributed large fums for 
fo nefarious a purpofc, and therefore he thought it but reafonable they Ihould 
bear an extraordinary fliare of the expences to which they had fubje^ted the 
nation “h”* Whatever opihions may be formed of this meafure, according to 
the ftrid; rules of theoretical juftice, the policy was unqueftionable. This 
inftance of rigour cfledlually difeouraged the Papifts from continuing their 
attempts againft the government, and operated as a conftant check on the 
turbulent fpirit of the Non-jurors. 

* The billiop’s Vindication is printed in Atterbury’s Epiflolary Q)rrefpondcnce, by Nichols, 
vol. 3, f Cliandler. 
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IValpole's Soil m^di; a Peer. — CItarncler, Views, and Intrigues of Carteret . — • 
.Struggle in the Cabinet for Pre-eminence. — Contejl for cont inning or removing 
Sir Luke Schsttb. — Miffion of Horace Walpole to Paris. — Death of the Duke 
of Orleans. — Succefsful Efforts of ‘Townjhend and Walpole. — Sciiaub recalled, 
Horace Walpole nominated Embajfador. — Change in the minifiry, Carteret ap- 
pointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. — Unanimity in Parliament. — W 'tlpole made 
Knight of the Bath and Garter. 


T N this year the king rewarded live fervices of Walpole, by creating his fon 
a peer. Hitherto it had bgen cuftomary for thole who were intrulled with 
the chief direction of affairs, to be placed in the houfe of lords j and the 
fame diftinftion had been offered by the king to him; but cojifcious 
that his talents were bell calculated for the houfe of commons, and that his 
confequence would foon decline if he was called to the upper houfe, he waved 
the dignity for himfelf, but accepted it for his fon, who was created baron 
of Walpole, in the county of Norfolk. The patent takes notice of this cir- 
cumftance in a manner highly honourable to the minifter ; “ Our moll be- 
loved and moft faithful counfellor, Robert Walpole, firft commiflloner of the 
treafury, with the affiflance of other fcledl perfons, and chancellor of our 
exchequer, having highly recommended himfelf to our ro}'al favour, by his 
many fervices to us, to our houfe, and to his own country, wc did not think 
him unw'orthy to be advanced to the rank of the peers of this realm ; but 
though he rather chuf»8 to merit the higheft titles than to wear them, we have 
however thought fit, in order to ennoble his family^ to confer on the fon the 
honour due to the father, and to raife to the peerage Robert. Walpole, junior, 
efquire, &c*. 

The deaths of Stanhope and Sunderland feemed to remove all obftaclcs to 
the power of Townfhend and Walpole, who now became the great leaders of 
the Whigs, and being ftridly united both in blood and intcrcll, concentered 

* Tindal, vol. 19. p. 494.. 
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in themlelvcs the favour of the crown, and the confidence of their p&rty. 
Yet notwithflandlng thefe raifpicious appearances, their authority was by no 
means efiablifbed on a firm foundation ; fOr befides the oppofition, they had 
to ftrupglc againil lord Carteret, who covered, under the appearance of devo- 
tion and fricndflup, inimical dei'igns, and united great talents with the moft 
alj>iring ambition. 

John lord Carteret, was Ion of Ceorge lord Carteret, by lady Grace, 
daughter of John, the lalf carl of Hath, of the line of Granville. He was 
born in 1690, and llicccetl'xl his fattier in the title when he was only in the 
fifth year of ids ago j Isc was educated at Weftminfler fchool, and removed 
from thence to Chrift Church college Oxford. He made fuch an extraordi- 
nary progrefs in his clafTical lludics as induced Swift to reproach him, in his 
humourous flilc of pancg\'ric, with having carried away from Oxford, more 
Greek, Latin, and philolbphy than became a perfon of his rank *. To clafli- 
cal erudition he united a knowledge of the modern languages, and every 
fpecies of polite literature. He had no fooner taken his feat in the lioule of 
peers, than he diftinguilhed himfelf by an ardent zeal for the Proteftant fuc- 
eeffion, and on the accetfion of George the Firfl was appointed lo^d of the 
bed-chamber. 
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On the fchifm of theWhig minitlry', in 1717, he attached himfelf to Sunder- 
land ; was appointed, in 1 7 1 9, embafiador extraordinary at Stockholm, con- 
cluded the peace between Sw'cden, Hanover, and Pruflia, which finally annexed 
Bremen and Verden to the cledorate of Hanover; and mediated a reconcilia- 
tion betw'een Sweden and Denmark. Soon after his return to England, he 
was promoted, on the death of Craggs, to the pod of Iccrctary of date for 
the Southern department, and divided in the cabinet with Sunderland and 
Stanhope, to whom he owed his elevation, againd Tovvnlhend and Walpole. 

He was efteemed one of the mod eminent fpcakers in the houfe of lords, for 
dignity of manner, propriety of elocution, and force of argument, although his 
diftion was often cenfured as too florid and metaphorical, l ie acquired great 
favour w'ith the king, by his capacity for bufmefs and indeiatigable applica- 
tion ; by his perfedf knowledge of foreign aliliirs ; by the facility with which be 
coHverfed in French, Italian, and Spanilh, and by an acquaintance with the 
German, which he dudietl with a view to ingratiate himfelf ftill farther with 
his fovereign. 

On the death of Sunderland, he feems to have hefitated whether he fltould His influence 
form, in conjunftion with Cadogan and Carleton, a party feparate from that withduliws,, 
of Townlhcnd and Walpole, or coalefce with thofe minifters, He was more 

• Vindication of Lord Carteret, from the charge ot favouring none but Torie.s, Swift’s Works, 
arol. 10, p. 334. 
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partictilarly ufeful at this jundure, becaufc he Iiad fucceeded to the influence 
which earl Stanhope pofleffed in the cabinet of Verfailles, by means of du 
Bois, who w'as gratified with a large penfion, and who had been raifed, by the 
artful management of the earl of Stair, to the office of minifter for foreign 
affairs. Du Bois was no Iboner nominated to this poft, than he contrived to 
appropriate to himfelf the management of the moft fccret tranlaclions. All 
affairs of importance paffed through his hands alone j and the members o^’ 
the refpedive councils were difmilled *. Stair, who had condudled the ne- 
gotiations at Paris with great addrefs, having tjuanelled with Law, who 
then direded the affairs of finance, and in conjundion with du Bois go- 
verned the regent, Stanhope himfelf repaired to Paris, and arranged in 
perfon with the regent and du Bois, the plan of future intercourfe and cor- 
refpondence. Stair was recalled, and fucceeded by Sir Robert Sutton -f. 
The failure of the Milfiffippi fcheme, w'hich reduced Fraijce to a ftate of 
bankruptcy, and the difgrace of Law, increafed the afeendency of du Bois, 
and his nomination to the archbifhopric of Cambray, was furthered by the 
exprefs interpofition of George the Firft |. 

On thp death of earl Stanhope, du Bois was under great alarm, left the 
new minifters fhould not treat him with the fame confidence ; and was fully 
aware that his credit with the regent would ceafe, if the good underftanding 
which had been recently maintained between England and France Ihoxdd be 
diminithed. He was, however, foon undeceived ; lord Townfhend, the netv 
fircretary of ftate, expreffed his refolution in a letter § to du Bois, of main- 
taining the friendlhip between the two kingdoms, and paid particular com- 
pliments to him, as the perfon who had firft promoted and concluded the 
alliance, which had been fo highly beneficial to both parties. 

On the death of Cra^s, and the removal of Sunderland, the apprehen- 
fions of du Bois were ^in revived and increafed by the reports of difunion 
in the Britifti cabinet, and by exa^erated accounts of the defperate ftate of 
affairs in England, from the failure of the South Sea fcheme j the regent alfo 
experienced the ill effects of thefe rumours, from the violent oppofition made 
to his meafures by the parliament of Paris, in conjunftion with thofe who 
confidered the alliance with England as no lefs dilhonourable than detri- 
mental. For the purpofe of removing thefe alarms, Sir Luke Schaub was 
deputed to Paris by Carteret. Schaub was a native of Bafil, and had been 
the confidential fecretary of earl Stanhope, through whom his firft corre- 


• Meftioires de Du Clos, tom. 1. p. 408, t Du Clos. 

•I' Ihurwkke State Papers, vol. a. $ Townihend Papers. 
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ipondence and connexions with du Bois had been principally conduXed. Chapter 34. 
On the reconciliation with Spain, in 17 19* he had been lent to Madrid, |y* 3 *o* 7 ^* ‘ 
w'here he remained till the arrival of William Stanhope, afterwards carl of 
Harrington. Soon after his return to England, he repaired to Hanover, and 
was employed by earl Stanhope in keeping up the harmony * between the 
two courts, and difpelling the doubts and lufpicions which occafionally pre- 
vailed on both fides. On the death of Stanhope, he was confidered by Car- 
teret as the fitted perfon to repair to Paris. 

The arrival of Schaub gave great fatisfaXion to du Bois, who placed no 
reliance on Sir Robert Sutton and who exj)refled a conviXion, that he 
Ihould not long maintain his credit with the regent, if the confidence which 
t hat prince had hitherto rcixtfed on the king of England Ihould be dedroyed. 

Schaub eafily convinced the regent of the king’s dcadinels to liis former en- 
giigements, and thus fupported the authority of du Bois. Sutton was loon 
afterwards recalled, Schaub folcly managed the affairs of England, and his 
influence increafed, as du Bois was fucceffively created, by tlje interpolition 
of England, cardinal and prime minider. During thefc tranfaXions, Schaub 
became the channel through whom the cabals of the Jacobites, and the in- 
trigues of Atterbury were communicated to the Britilh cabinet. 

Du Bois transferred his devotion to Carteret, as the minider who was fup- 
portecl by Sunderland, and who beaded that he had fucceeded to the influ- 
ence as well as to the principles of Stanhope : Schaub deferibed him as the 
perfon who principally direXed foreign affairs ; and the friendfliip ofdu Bois, 
whofe good-will at tliis jreriod was highly prized, increaled the confequence 
and promoted the intered of Carteret. 

On the death of Sunderland, du Bois offered, through Schaub, to ule his 
intered with George the Fird in favour of Carteret, but drongly adviled 
him to coalefce with Townlbend and Walpole, becaufe he would on one fide 
find it difficult to place himfelf at the head of the Whigs, and on the other, 
it would be dangerous to throw the king into the arms of the Tories *. In 
reply to thefe offers of affidance, Carteret exprefled his gratitude to the car- 
dinal, and informed Schaub, that he had previoufly refblved to aX in that 
manner, as well with a view to promote the king’s i’crvicc as his own parti- 
cular intered. He bOaded, that he was fulficiently drong to have no appre- 
henfions but thofe which arife from the common danger to which miniders 
are fubjeX ; he added, that his principles would never change, and intreated 
him to convince the carc^inal, that were he not fully perfuaded of the good 

• Correlpondence Jjetween Lord Carteret and Sir Luke Schaub, Hard»yicke Papers, May 
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fures againft 
Ruffia* 


intentions of liis colleagues, he would not continue long united with 
them *. 

Notwithitanding thefc profeflions, Carteret never cordially coalesced with 
Townlhend and Walpole; be confidered himfelf as lucceeding to the interefts 
of Sunderland and Stanliope, exprelied, in bis letters and converfation, the 
profoundefl: veneration for their memory, headed the remnant of their 
party, in the Britifii cabinet, and caballed with the leaders of the Tories, 
whom he confidently afTured of fuccefs, by declaring that he was fupported 
by thofe who governed the king. He was leii to make this declaration, 
which lie implicitly believed, becaufe lie had fecured the concurrence of 
JRothmar and Bcrnl'dorf, and had gained tlie countefs of Darlington, and her 
.filler, the countefs of Platen, whole influence in the Hanoverian counfels he 
-confidered as predominant. With a view of effecting his purpofc, he adopted 
a propofiil, made l)y Schaub, of a marriage between Amalia, daughter of the 
countefs of Platen, and the count cle St. Florentin, Ion of the marejuis de la 
Vrilliere, . fccrctary'^ of flate, which w'as arranged under the condition, that 
George the Firfl fliould obtain from the duke of Orleans, through the means 
of cardinal du Bois, a dukedom for the family, of la Vrilliere. The king eagerly 
favoured the feheme, and likewife commiflioned Schaub to ufe his name, 
provided he was fccure that the requeft w'ould not be j’ejedted, and that du 
B.ois could facilitate the grant of the dukedom, without offending thofe fa- 
milies who alpired to the fame honour. 

Having thus obtained the concurrence of the king, Carteret entertained 
the moll fiinguine expectations, that the management of this fecret tranfac- 
tion, confined to him and Schaub, would increafe his influence in the cabinet ; 
yet as it was foon known to many perfons, he was alarmed left fbme rumours 
(hould be circulated, and he communicated a ^lart of the bufinefs to lord 
Townfliend, but contrived to retain the negotiation entirely in his own 
hands. With that view he defired Schaub to confine the confidential ac- 
count to his private correfpondence, and in liis oflenfible letters, to touch 
upon that aflfair only in general terms, and to do it in fuch a manner and 
with fuch a naivete as fliould make it appear as if he had not received any 
particular order on that fubjeCl -f. Thefc private communications were con- 
ftantly fhewn to the king, who exprefled his fatisfaCtion in the higheft terms 
of approbation. 

Carteret alfo drew from the afpeCt of northern affairs, high expectations of 
increaflng his influence, by fomenting the king’s ^efentment againft Ruffla, 

* May 4, 172a, Hartlwicke Papers, t’ lhid. 
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by flattering his inclination to interfere in the affairs of Sweden, and by fa- 
vouring the opinions of thofe Hanoverian minifters, whofe advice appeared 
to him to have weight in the councils of the German cabinet. 

Since the treaty of Nyftadt, which reftored peace to the North, the only 
fubjeft of alarm, on the fide of Hanover, was derived from the fupi)ort which 
the Czar gave to the duke of Holftein, both in his attempts to obtain the 
crown of Sweden, and to recover the duchy of Slefwic. Peter, proudly con- 
feious of his ftrength and refources, and of the formidable marine which he 
had created in the Baltic, formed the mofl: extenfive defigns of aggrandile- 
inent, and promoted every meafure which might embarrafs George the Firfl, 
He had afl'umed the title of emperor, which the European powers refuled to 
acknowledge. He affianced his daughter Anne *, whom he probably clc- 
figned for his fuccelibr, to the duke of Holftein, and lent , to Copenhagen an 
embaflador, to require that Slefwic fhould be reftored to the duke of Holftein, 
and that his fubjefts, in the provinces conquered from Sweden, Ihould be ex- 
empted from the payment of the Sound duties. When Frederic the Fourth 
rejefted thefe demands, Peter fitted out a naval armament, aliembled a body 
of troops on the frontiers of Courland -j- ; and a new war feemed on the 
point of being kindled in the North. George the Firft, who by the treaty 
«f Travendahl, had l^ecn conftituted a guarantee of Slefwic, was bound to 
fuccour his ally Frederic; he accordingly concerted the moft efficacious 
means of defence ; an Englifli fquadron again aj^pcarccl in the Baltic, and 
joining the Danifli fleet, fufjjcnded the operations of Ruflia, and Peter af- 
terwards turned his views to Sweden, wlierc the weaknefs of the government, 
and the fury of contending fadions, gave him the fiiircft prolpedts of I'ucccfs. 

Such was the general ftate of Carteret’s hopes and intrigues, when the king 
repaired to Hanover. Townfliend had not forgotten that liis removal, in 
1716, had been principally owing to his continuance in England, by which 
means a full fcope was given to the cabals of Sunderland, and the Hanoverian ' 
junto. He was unwilling to fall again into the fame error, and accompanied the 
king. Although it was unufual for both fecretarics of ftate to be abfent at 
the fame time, yet Carteret had rendered himfelf fo agreeable, and his pre- 
fence was thought fo nccefiary for carrying on the negotiation with Scliaub, 
for the marriage and the dukedom, that he received orders to repair to Ha- 
nover, and' Walpole was appointed to ad as foie I'ecretar)^ of ftate in England, 
during the king’s abfencc. 


Chapter 34. 
1733 to 1734. 


tyar- 


Arrival of the 
king at Han- 
over, 


* See Travels in Ruflia, Book 4, chap, 10, 
f Mallet, Hift, dc Danneinarc. 
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Town fli end 
gains the 
duchefs of 
Kcndai. 


Soon after their arrival at Hanover, the two fecretarics of date tnade a vlo* 
lent ftruggle for pre-eminence. 

Townfliend had a difficult and a delicate part to aft. He was confcious 
of Carteret’s eminent abilities, and of his high favour with the king ; he was 
not ignorant of his fuccefsful intrigues with Bcrnfdorf and Bothmar, and of 
having conciliated lady Darlington and the countcfs of Platen, whole in- 
fluence he fufficicntly appreciated ; he was aware that Carteret was eagerly 
inclined to promote the king’s German meafures, and that he would be fc- 
condcd in all his tchcmes, by the powerful co-operation of the Hanoverian 
miniflers. He felt the neceffity of employing intrigue againft intrigue, and 
manoeuvre againfl manoeuvre-; he laboured cffe&ually to fecure the duchefs 
of Kendal, whofe afcendancy over the king, fatal experience had demon- 
flrated to be predominant ; he fomented the jcaloufy which the had long en. 
tertained, left the projeded marriage fhould furnilli the countefs of Platen 
with a pretence for going to Paris, and from thence to England, and he 
fucceeded fo far in gaining her good graces, that he calls her, in his mod; 
private letter to Walpole, “ the good duchefs, and their fall friend”. He alfo 
obtained the concurrence of lady Walfingham, who poflefled great influ- 
ence over the ducliefs, and no inconfiderablc favour with the king. Relying 
on thefe fupporls, he procured the difgracc of Bcrnldorf, an4 rendered m- 
vcffedual the intrigues of Bothmar, who made an unexpeded vifit to Han- 
dover with a view of aiding Carteret. He obtained the appointment of Har- 
.tenberg to the poll of minifter of ftate ; broke the union which had hitherto 
fubfifted between him and the duchefs of Kendal, and rendered them both 
fublervient to his views. He counteraded Carteret in all his meafures, ob- 
tained the nomination of leveral places in oppofition to his particular recom- 
mendation, and fo triumphantly carried all before him, that he boafted, in a 
letter to Walpole, of the fuccefs of his political ca*mpaign at Hanover, which, 
in ftating the difficulty of his fituation, he deferibed as the only place in the 
•world where fadion and intrigue arc natural and in fafhion *. 

The fuperior influence, however, ofTownlhend and Walpole, was not 
folely gained by court intrigues, ot by the cormptlon of German favourites, and 
was not proftituted by a preference of Hanoverian interefts to thofc of Eng- 
land. In the midft of thefe cabals, the condud of the brother minifters was 
firm and manly, moving indired oppofition to the king’s prejudices, and the 
wifhes of the German junto. Townfliend prevented the adoption of violent 
meafures againft Ruffia, propofed by Bernfdorf and feconded by Carteret, 


See Cojrefpondence. 
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wliich if purfued, muft have involved England in hoftilities with the Chapter 24, 
Czar; and he exultingly informed Walpole, that the king continued true 
to his refolution of figning no paper relating to Britilh affairs, but in his 
prefence. 

The continuance of their authority was alfo greatly owing to the profper- 
ous ftate of domeftic affairs. The revival of the national credit, and the tran- 
quillity eflablifhed by the fuppreffion of Atterbury’s plot, which reflefted 
gj-eat honour on the fagacity and fpirit of the minifters, and gave weight and 
dignity to the councils of England in ail parts of Europe, made a deep im- 
preffion on the mind of the king ; and it reflcds high honour both on the 
fovereign of whom it was faid, and on the minifters by whom it was laid, 
that the only method of preferving their power beyond fear of competition 
or accident, was to form fome falutary plan for the eafe of the people and 
the benefit of trade, which points the king bad much at heart *. 

The charader and condud of Walpolcj were no lels inftrumental in for- Affiftedby 
warding the triumph of his party. The beneficial confequcnces rcfulting Walpole, 
from his commercial regulations had been too obvious to elcape notice ; his 
genius for financial operations, and the eafe with which he obtained parlia- 
mentary fupplies, had induced the king to fay that Walpole could create 
gold out of nothing -f-. But he did not earn this confidence by mean con- 
ceffions and bafe flattery ; on the contrar}', he ventured to contraclid the 
wifhes and prejudices of the king, whenever thole wifhes or prejudices feemed 
to militate againft the true interefts of England. An indubitable proof of 
this fad appears from the correlpondence of this year ; tlie king having rc- 
quefted £. 200,000 for the purpofe of oppofing the efforts of the Czar, to 
dethrone the king of Sweden, and place the duke of Holftein on the 
throne, Townfliend ftrenuoufly exhorted Walpole to procure that fum. In 
reply, Walpole declared that the ^.200,000 was refer\'^ed for the king’s ex- 
pences, if he ftaicl at Hanover later than Chrlftmas. He muft, therefore, either 
return to England fooner than he had propofed, or the interference in the Swe- 
difli affairs muft be rclinquifhed. Walpole at the fame time reprclented his 
objedions to that interference in the ftrongeft terms ; explained his own ■ 
condud, and the great principle by which he appears to have been uni- 
formly direded, which was to be occonomical of the public money, but to 
fpare no expence when tlie fecurity of his country was at flake ; to avoid 
foreign entanglements, not to be precipitate in contrading new engage- 
ments ; to feel the pulfc of the nation before any meafure of confcquencc 


• See Gorrefpcndciice, Period Ilf, f Etough, from Scrojre, Correfpondence, Period IV. 
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was adopted, and to proceed with due caution. He condudecl by i 
that the profccution of a new war would effedtually prevent tijc arjopiion of 
all fehemes for the eafe of the peoj)Ic and the benefit ot trade. The king, 
lb far from being diipleafed with this freedom, was convinced by his argu- 
ments, adopted his views, and declared his refokition of implicitly followiiig 
the advice of his Britilh cabinet : He I'pokc of him in the higla ft terms of 
approbation, and when Townlhend fliewed his anlv.cr to tleii letter, and 
a/ked whether lie had not made too many compliments, obfen cd, znas 
impoffible^ for I'Valpole never had his equal in bnjhtefs *. 

Notwithftanding, however, thefe evident proofs of Tovvnfliend’s and Wal- 
pole’s afccndancy, reports were induflrioiitly circulated, that Carteret’s power 
was fuperior; and thefe reports coming by rebound from Hanover, were c.x:- 
aggerated in England and France, and had a confiderablc efFed in luiiprefling 
the ardour of their adherents, and in giving I'pirit to the friends of their rival. 
It became neceffary therefore to undeceive the public, and as Tow nlbc nd 
obferved, in a letter to Walpole, to obtain fome over/ abl in their favour ^ it 
was accordingly determined to attack Carteret in his flrong liold of Paris, 
where he fuppofcc| himfelf invincible. 

As the union with France was at this jundure efteemed highly necetliiry 
to prefeiwe the peace of Europe, and the internal tranquillity of EnglantI, 
thofe minifters who had the highell credit with the court of Verfailles, 
w'ere held in the higheft ellimation by George the Firfl. Hence it became 
a matter of gre.at concern for Towntliend and Walpole to have their own 
confidential embaflador at Paris, which was now the center of the tecret 
negotiations for all foreign affairs, and by thefe means to prevent their oppo- 
nent from preferving his weight in the cabinet, which he principally derived 
from the fuppofed credit of his creature. Sir Luke Schaub. It was their 
intereffc therefore to obtain his removal, and to fubftitute fome perfon in 
whom they could place implicit confidence, and whofe appointment flioukl 
prove to the court of France, anti convince both friends and adverfaries iij 
England, of their afcendancy in the cabinet. 

Horace Walpole was feled:ed as the fitteft perlbn to bring forward on this 
occafion. He had from his earlieft years "been trained to bufinefs, under 
Stanhope, in Spain j under Carleton, when chancellor of the exchequer 
and fccretary of ftate ; under Townthend, at the congrefs of Gertruydenberg, 
and during the negotiation for the barrier treaty in 1710. At the acceffion. 
of George the Firll, he was appointed fccretary to lord Townthend, and 
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Afterwards fecretar^i' td the treafury ; and, as envoy to the ftates general, Chapter 24. 
had condudted with great Ikill and ability the complicated negotiations which »733 t‘> * 7 S 4 * 
took place at the Hague in 1715 and 1716, On the removal of Townfliend 
and Walpole, he had continued invariably attached to them. At the coalition 
with Sunderland, in 1720, he had been nominated fecrctary to the duke of 
Grafton, then lord lieutenant of Ireland, and in 1721 lecretary to the trea- 
fur}^ He was deputed, in 1722, as envoy to the Hague, which poll he now 
filled with great credit and dignity, and w'as particularly noticed by George 
the Firft as a man of bufinefs and addrels. 

Although Carteret could not avoid forcfecing the decline of his intereft 
from the death of cardinal du Bois, and confidering the million of Horace 
Walpole, as a proof of his rival’s fuperiority ; yet lie alFedfed to hold the 
credit of Schaub and his own as not iri the linallell degree diminifhed. 

As Townlhend could not propofe the million of Horace Walpole to Paris» 
without an open quarrel with Carteret, to whofe province, as the fecretary for 
the foutliern department, that appointment belonged, he took advantage of 
the death of cardinal du Bois, which happened at this time, to carry his 
fcheme gradually into execution. He reprefented to the king, that this 
event rendered it necelTary to fend a confidential pcrlbn to Paris, for the 
purpofe of gaining authentic information concerning the fituation of aF 
fairs, and to afeertain whether Schaub was not at variance with count Noce, who 
was fuppofed to govern the duke of Orleans. He named Horace Walpole as 
proper to be intrufted with fo delicate an affair, and fuggefted, that he might 
affe( 5 t to take Paris in his way to Hanover, from a motive of mere curiofity *. 

Having fucceeded in this point, Townlhend fuggefted, that letters creden- 
tial, under the pretence of fending a full power to accept the accclfion of the 
king of Portugal to the quadruple alliance, would facilitate the execution of 
the commilHon. The king approved this hint, and propofed it as his own 
thought to Carteret, who, though confounded at this mortification, could not 
venture to make any objection *. 

Under thefe circumftanccs, Horace Walpole arrived at Paris On the 19th Oonteft be. 
of 0«£tober, and on the 21ft, wrote fo mafterly a dilpatch "i-, deferibing the 
fituation of the court of France, the chara£lcrs of the duke of Orleans, and Scliaub, 
of the principal minifters, as charmed the king, delighted his friends, and 
gave a fure omen of the viftory which he was to obtain over Schaub, and con- 
fequently of that which his brother and Townfliend would gain over Carteret. 

He particularly dwelt on Noce’s averfion to Schaub, on his refufal to liften to 

• See Lord Townfliend’s Letters in September and Oftober, Correfpondcncc, 1723. 
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already entertained of his talents for negotiation, proved the influence he 
was rapidly acquiring in the cabinet of Verfailles, and tended todiminifli 
the credit of Carteret and Schaub. The king, on his return to England, con- 
vinced that he had been xleceived by Schaub, and that the obftacles to the 
grant were infuperable, reluctantly withdrew his felicitation. Carteret had the 
unwelcome callc of commanding Schaub not to prefs the affair any farther, 
and of inclollng a letter * from the king to the duke of Bourbon, declaring 
that it never was his intention to make the dukedom a ftate affair, and de- 
clining to inlifl on a requefl which was difagreeable to the king of France 
and the prime minifter. Carteret, however, was ftill fo convinced of his fu- 
perior favour, that he either difbelieved, or affefted to difbelieve the reports 
of his declining influence. He filled his letters to Schaub with rej;)eated de- 
clarations, that the king approved their conduCt j exhorted him to be perfectly 
tranquil,- and to bear all mortifications, until the affair of the dukedom 
fliould be finilhed j expreffed his full conviction that they fhould maintain 
their ground, and that his own authority was ftronger than ever; yet at the very 
time his own fall and the removal of Schaub were evident, from the appoint- 
ment of Horace Walpole to be envoy extraordinary and plenipotentiary to 
the court of Verfailles. The additional honour thus conferred increafed the 
jealoufy of Schaub, who found all the affurances of his patron belied, and 
himfelf in danger of being recalled from Paris. . But even this mortification 
did not induce Carteret to acknowledge the fuperiority of his rivals ; he ftill 
gave Schaub the ftrongeft alTurances of fupport from the king ; advifed him to 
attach himfelf to the duke of Bourbon and Madame de Prie ; he declared, 
that the king was fecretly inclined in his favour, but that he did not love 
difputes, and was unwilling to require fuch explanations as would force him 
to take a decided part. He obferved, that the anfwer to the duke of Bour- 
bon could by no means be interpreted, as if the king abandoned his requeft 
of the dukedom, although he did not defire that it might be confidered as 
a public affair. 

Carteret perhaps had fufficient reafon to be fecure of bis vidory, as well 
becaufe he was perfonally a favourite with the king, as becaufe he was 
joii^d by a formidable combination of men who poffeffed great weight 
and confequence. Amongft the members of the cabinet who aCfed with 
him, was William earl of Cadogan, who had concentred in himfelf the polls 
of commander in chief, and mailer of the ordnance, and who was fupported 
by the friends and adherents of bis deceafed patron, John duke of Marlbo- 

* Walpole Papers, January *724* 
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rough, particularly by the duchefs, whofe enormous wealth enabled lier occa- 
fionally to forward or obftruft the public loans, and wlio was highly offended 
with Walpole, for prefuming to raife money at a lefs intercfl than (he had re- 
quired. Gadogan was frank, open, vehement, impatient of contradiftion, and 
inclined, in cafe of difficulties, rather to cut the gordian knot with his fword, 
than to attempt by patience to unravel its intricacy. He was in high favour 
with the king for his knowledge of foreign languages, his acquaintance with 
foreign manners, and for an eafeand addrei's which was partly derived from an 
early intercourfc with the world, and partly from an intermixture of military 
and civil occupations. At this crilis, Gadogan had rendered himfelf lb ob- 
noxious to Walpole, that it was determined to open the political campaign, 
with his difmiffion, which was to be a prelude to other changes. The poll 
of commander in chief had been ^^'•omiled to lord Cobham, and the malter- 
ftiip of the ordnance to the duke of Argyle ; but the king gave a decided 
negative to this propofal, by declaring that he would not part with Gado- 
gan. As this attack was made at the opening^of the fellion, wlien the 
predominan| influence of Walpole. in the houfc of commons, feemed to 
countenance an opinion, that his demands muft be complied with j this re- 
pulfe was conlidered by the friends of Garteret and Gadogan, as the lure 
omen of his downfal. 

In the midft of thefc divifions in the cabinet, the affairs in Ireland, relating 
to Wood’s patent, gave Garteret an opportunity of impreffing the king with 
unfavourable' fentiments of Walpole, to whole mifconiiucl he principally 
imputed theie dilhirbances.* He fomented the dilcontents in Ireland, and 
caballed with the Brodricks, who were incenfed againli; the duke of Grafton, 
lord lieutenant, for aferibing the oppolition folely to the Iccret manoeuvres 
of lord chancellor Midleton, and lor iulilVtng, that either he Ihould be de- 
prived of the Teals, or lliould not be appointed one of the lords juftices *. 
Their difeontent was no lefs vehement againli Walpole, who fupported the 
duke of Grafton j and Garteret increaled their confequence, by enumerating 
to the king tlie fervices which the family had performed in favour of his^uc- 
ceffion, by exaggerating their influence in Ireland, and by dwelling on the ill 
confequences which would relblt from depriving lord Midleton of the fcals.., 
Thefe commotions, although finally quelled by the prudence and ability of 
Walpole, yet gave great embarrafiment to his adminifttation,. and delayed 
the removal of Garteret. 
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Walpole baffled his adverfaries with the fame arts which they endeavoured 
to employ againft him. Bolingbroke had betrayed to him the intrigues of 
Carteret with the Tories, and had made offers from fome of their leaders to 
join adniiniftration .-although he had rejefted thefe overtures, and declined a 
general coalition with them, yet he detached feveral from the party, and 
amufed others. He gained a great acceffion of ftrength by fecuring lord Har- 
^ourt, whom he introduced into the privy council, gratified with an increafe 
■of his penfion, and for whom he obtained the appointment of one of the lords 
juflices during the king’s abfeircc. By thefe means the leaders of the dilaffeft- 
ed [)arty were allured with hopes of fimilar honours and emoluments, if they 
would follow the fame example ; and highly dilfatisfied with Carteret, made 
little oppofitjpn to the meafures of government j flattering themfelves that 
his removal would be loon followed by their introduftion into ])ower. To 
thefe expedations may be partly attributed the extreme tranquillity which 
didinguiflied the next feflion of parliament. 

While this ftruggle for.power was carrying on in the interior of the cabinet, 
public affairs were conducted with unexampled profperity and^quiet. The 
parliament met on the 9th of January; the fix'.ech from the throne concluded 
with dignified expreflions of the connedion between the liberty and profpe- 
rity of the nation. “ In the prefent happy fituation of our affiirs, I have 
nothing more to recommend to you, than that you would make ufe of the 
ojiportunity, which your own good condud has put into your hands, In con- 
fldering of fuch farther laws os may be wanting for the cafe and encourage- 
ment of trade and navigation, for the employiaent of the jioor, and for ex- 
citing and encouraging a fpirit of induftry in the nation. 1 am fully latisfied, 
that the trade and wealth of my people, are the happy effeds of the li- 
berties they enjoy, and that the grandeur of the crown confifls in their j)ro- 
fperity.” 

The addrefs palled not only without a finglc diflenting voice, hut even 
without a debate; and during the whole feliion tlie only motion that occur 
fioietl a divifion, was one for keeping up the lame number of troops for 
1724, as was maintained the year before, which was carried by a majority of 
240 againll too. On the' 24th of April, tliis feliion, fo tranquil in effed, 
and fo barren of incidents, was clofcd by a Ijieech which commended in high 
terms of approbation, the unanimity, checrfulncfs, and dlfjiatch with which 
the bufincl's had been concluded, and exprefied the higheft fatisfadion, that 
the fame force was maintained by fca and land, wliich had enabled tlic tiation 
^ to 
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to hold among the powers of Europe, the |ank and figure due to her honour 
and dignity, without laying any new or additional burthen on the people *. 

The unexampled unanimity and dilpatch of bufinefs which diftinguillied 
this feffion, was almoft folely owing to the good management of Walpole, 
and to his influence in the houfe of commons, which Saint John Brodrick, in 
a letter to lord Midleton, calls prodi^mts J'. . f lence his preponderance in- 
creafed in the cal:)inct j and the king was induced to take a decided relblu- 
tion in his favour, between the two dil'cordant parties. Asa prelude to the re- 
moval of Carteret, Horace Walpole was named embaflador to Paris. Yet fuch 
was the credit of Carteret, that this nomination was not finally etfedVed with- 
out great difficulty. His addreis flill lupplied proofs of his influence, when 
it had almoll totally declined ; and Horace Walpole, in his private letters to 
his brother and Towmlhend, made no lei's heavy complaints of' his lltuation 
at Paris, than Scliaub did of his dirgufls to Carteret ;j.’. The dil’patches, 
though written to him and Schaub jointl)% were by private intimations 
to the meflenger, carried tirft to Schaub, and communicated by him to tlu; 
Inench miniflers, before Horace Walpole was informed of their contents j tlic 
dirj)atches for Spain, and the plenipotentiaries at the congrefs of Cainbray, 
were cnclofed to him, perufed by him, and forwarded by him. Of this 
meafirre, J-Ioracc Walpole bitterly complained to his brother, declared his 
refolution not to act any longer jointly with Scliaub, infilled tliat one ot 
them mull be recalled and jullly obferved, that the removal or continuance 
of Schaub, nuifl prove to the world, either the full eflablirtimcnt or decline 
of their credit with the king. Walpole andTownlhend now found it neccliary 
to exert all their influence, and to employ the utmoll addrcls §. They com- 
miflloned Horace Walpole to write an ollenfible letter to lord Townlhend, 
in which he flaould draW the character lof Sir Luke Schaul), Itatc tlic impro- 
priety of his condufl, and the difadvantage which was derived to the king’s 
affairs, by maintaining two miniflers at Paris with., divided authority, and 
infill on his own refignation, rather than continue in a lituation in wliicli he 
was perjietually thwarted and oppol'cd. 

This letter was lliewn to tlie king, and had its due effccl. He dlrcifled 
that Schaub fhould be immediately recalled, and Townlliend liimlelf con- 

* Journals. Chandler. Schaub's Papers, in the potTeffion of the carl 

•J- CorrefpondeiH'c. of Hardwickc, and from the difpiitches and 

Correlpondcnce, January 5tb, 1723. letters to and iroin Horace Walpole, in the 

§ This account of the intrigues of Car- Orford and Townftieud Papci's. The molt 
tcret and Schaub at Paris, and the coun- interefting of which will appear in (he Walpole 
ter intrigues of Horace Walpole and the Correfpondence., 
brother niitiiflers, is drawn from Sir Luke 
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veyed the orders to Carteret. Bt^t on the evening of the day in which the 
communication was made, Carteret prevailed on the king to fufpend the 
orders for. a precipitate recal of Schaub, and was permitted to fend him 
word that the king deemed liis prefence in England neceflary for his fer- 
vice, and that he might return to Paris for the folemnization of the 
marriage between the Count de St. Florentin, and the young countefs of 
Platen, 

In obtaining this point, Carteret had another objed in view, befides foften- 
Ing the difgrace of Schaub, and mortifying his rival j it was to fend Ifim back 
to Paris, with a commifllon, which would have rendered his prefence more 
necelfary, and finally occafioned the removal of Horace Walpole. This 
fcheme was no lefs than to propofe a treaty of marriage between the young 
king of France and the princels Anne, the eldeft daughter of the j^rince of 
Wales. It was concerted between Carteret and the countefs of Darlington 
at London, Sir Luke Schaub, Madame .de la Vrilliere and Madame de Prie 
at Paris, and the countefs of Platen at Hanover. Sir Luke Schaub had the 
indifetetion to make the propofal to the king, in his audience, but it was 
received with fuch marks of diflatisfaftion, as gave Townfliend and Wal- 
pole an opportunity to remonftmte againll his prefumption, and reprefent 
to the king the great difadvant^e which would refult to his affairs in 
France, if fo indifereet a perfon fliould be fent back as his minifter. Schaub 
was therfefore only permitted to return for the purpofe of aflilting at the 
Count de St. Florcntin’s marriage. The king gave a portion of £. 10,000 
to the bride, but no dukedom was conferred on the family of la Vrilliere, 
Schaub was then recalled from Paris, and Horace Walpole received his cre- 
dentials of embaflador from the duke of Newcaftle, appointed fecretary of 
ftate in the place of Carteret, who was conftituted lord lieutenant of Ireland. 
The duke of Grafton was made lord chamberlain ; Henry Pelham, brother of 
the.dukc of Newcaftle, and the confidential friend of Walpole, was nomi- 
nated fecretary at war ; and many of Walpole’s friends were placed in the 
fubordinate pofts of government. 

Thus terminated the conteft between Carteret and the brother minifters ; 
and though the vidory^ was not as complete as they expefted, becaufe they 
could not ttbtain the removal of Cadogan, Roxburgh, and Midleton, yet 
it gave weight to their adminiftration, and confiderably diminiflied the 
ftrength of the oppofing party in the cabinet. Carteret fupported his de- 
feat with great dignity and firmnefs of mind. He declared, that having no 

pbligationii 
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obligations to lord Townfhcnd for Ins advancement to the poll of fecretary Chapter 24,; 
of ftate, he was rcfolved never to have fubmitred to him in that capacity. 

He did not affeft to conceal his dillatistaftion at the ill ufage he had re- 
ceived, and particularly complained that Horace Walpole had been feat to 
interlope in his province. While be avowed that he was defeated, he declared 
himfelf liappior and ealier in the htuation of lord lieutenant, than that of 
fecretary of (late, expofed to continual mortifications; and profefled his refo- 
lution to continue on good terms with the 'mitiiflers, and to promote the 
meafures of government *. Yet liis temix-r w.vs fi.) ianguine and his fpirit fo 
little deprefl'ed, that he perfevered in afferting, that his favour with the king 
was greater than ever, that his enemies had gained no real ftrength by the 
late alterations -f, aixi, in expedation of a favourable change, delayed, under 
various pretences, his departure tor Ireland, until the month of Odober, when 
the neccH'ary attendance on the duties of his vice royalty annihilated his ho[)cs. 

Townthciu) and Wa1j)ole were now in fuch high favour, that they prevailed over 
the king’s inclinations, and overep.me his jcaloufyof the jirince of Wales, which, 
notwithflanding the ap|)arcnt reconciliation, continued flill unabated, and 
flicwed itfelf in repeated refufals to confer any parliculhr mark of fiivour on thole 
\\ ho were pcrfonally attached to his fon. With a view to gratify the prince, and 
to fccure the earl of Scarborough, who was his mafler of the horfe, and, next 
to Sir Sjtencer Compton, hisgreatcll favourite, the brother miniflcrs had pro- 
mited him the garter ; and as it was the cuftom of the king always to retain 
one vacant ribband, they waited until there were two undii’pofed of, when 
'J'uwnfhend requefted one of them for Scarborough. The king fiiid, he 
lould not comply witli his requefl, becaufe it was already conferred ; and 
when I'ownlhend afked, with fome degree of furprife, who was the perfon.^ 
tile king anlwercd, “ I intend it for your lordihip.” Townfhend, alter cx- 
prelfing a deep fenfe of his gratitude, begged leave to decline*it. The king 
flill inlifled, and Townfhend flill declined. “ Lord Scarborough,” he repliecl, 

“ is now at the door of tiie clofet, exjieding every moment to be called in to 
thank your majefty for the honour ; he will naturally lu])pofe that f have de- 
ceived him, iukI that after having left him with a promilc to intercede in his 
favour, I luve lulceil it for myfelf ; which will ruin my charader as a man of 
honour and veracity.” “ Well then,” returned the king,” for once 1 will break 
through my ufual rule, aiul will confer both the vacant garters ; one flrall be 

♦ StepIuMi Poynr '4 toHorr.ce Wnipole, April t;th 1724* W;i!polc Papaj, 

f Saint John PrQ(ii‘ick cc ioui i\]ii]dlcw)ii.^CorrcrpoiidciiCC'. 
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your*s, and the other thall be given to lord Scarborough, whom you may now 
introduce *. Scarborough liad accordingly the fir ft, and both were inftalled 
at the fame time -f* 

The king gave the ftrongeft f)roof of the full confidence which he placed in 
Townlhend and ^Valpolc, by iubmitting to defer his journey to Hanover, 
even after he had fixed the time of his departure. This change of rcfolu- 
tion was effedeci by the reprefentations of lord Townlhend, who ftated in 
firm, though refpcctlul terms, the inconveniences which would rcfult from 
his alilLncc at this period X- 

The continuance of the king in England had opvoratcd in fuppreffing 
public clanrours, and in promoting j>ublic tranquillity. Tiie parliaincnt, which 
met on the 12 th of November, was opened by a Ipeech from the throne, 
which dwelt with particular energy and iaii-laction on the profperous ftate 
of affairs : “ Peace wiili all powers abroad, at liomc j'rcriect tranquillity, 
plenty, and an uninterrupted enjoyment of all civil and religious rights, 
are molt diftingudhing marks of tlic favour and protciftion of divine Provi- 
dence, and tl'.cle, witli all their happy conlequences, wii!, 1 doubt not,l y the 
bleffing of ( lOtl upon our joint endeavours, be lonp^ continued to my I'coplc.” 
“ The lame provifion by fca and land, for the defence and fafety of tlie na- 
tion, will continue to make us rcfpcdlcd abroad, and confcqucntly I'eciire at 
home. The lame attention to the cafe and encouragement of trade and na* 
vigation, will eftablilh credit upon the ftrong;eft balis, and raife fuch a fpirit 
of induftry, as will not only enable us gradually to difeharge the national 
debt, but rvill Jikevvife greatly increale the wealth, power and inlluence of 

this kingilom. ^You muft all be fcnfiblc how' much our prefent hap- 

jiinefs is owing to your union and fteady conduct ; it is therefore W'holly 
unneceflary to recommend -to you unanimity .and difpatch in- all your 
deliberations. * The 7-eal and abilities you have on all occafions Ihcwn, in 
ftipporting the intcreft of your country, even under the greateft diliiculties, 
leave no room to doubt of my h.aving )’our entire and cftedlual concurrence 
in every thing that can tend to the lervicc of the public, and to the good of 
my people §.” 

liiis fellion of parliament, no lefs remarkable for the unanimity with 
which bulincls w'as condudled, than for a barrennefs of important tranfac- 
tioii'^, was only dill inguilhed by the commencement of Pultcney’s oppofition* 


* Tliis ni’Mi'cclotr wps conitTuniicatcJ by lord. f Politicrd State. 
Sycliiry- np!‘Mriorf'ti in a ditferent way X Coirdpoiidence* 
by Connt broojio, in a ifitcr to Louis fha Kit- § Chandler. . 
teentU; but he rrla.tes it only as a iiiinoiir. 

Corrrrj^ondrntt', I 724 » 
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\^VJ|)oIc cre- 
ated knight oi 
the bath 
and garter. 


new compeer : 

Ye mighty dead, ye garter’d fons of praife ! 

Our morning flars ! Our boaft in former days ! 
Whicli hov’ring o’er, your purple wings difplay, 
Lur’d by the pomp of this diOinguiih’d day. 
Stoop and attend : by one the knee be bound ; 
One, throw the mantle’s crimlbn folds around ; 
IJy that, tlic fword on his pcoud thigh be plac’tl, 
'Hiis, eJafp tlic diamoiul giixlle round liis waifl ; 
J-lis lircall, with ra\'s, Jot juft Godol])riin fproad j 
Wile Burioigh plant the ])lumago on his iiead j 
And Juhvard own, llnce firJl he fix’',) the race, 
Xouv ]>rcll fair glory with a (wiftcr pace. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

f 

the recal of Bolingbrokc, events which arc noticed in fublt^quent chapters of 
this work, and by the impeachment of lord Macclesfield, in which Wal- 
pole took very little (hare. It was doled on the 31(1 of M;;y. 

A few days before the prorogation of parliament, the order of the Bath 
was revived, and the minifier was created a knight, from whicli period he 
aflumed the title of Sir Robert Walpole, and in 1726, he was inftalled 
kniglrt of the garter j the value of which diflinclion is greatly enhanced by 
the confideration, that cxccpLing admiral Montagu, afterwards earl of Sand- 
wich, he was the only commoner wlio had ever been dignified by, tliat order. 

On this event he had the honour of being congratulated by the author of 
the Night Thoughts, in a poem, called the Inltalmcnt. The poet com- 
mences in an exalted flrain of panegyric, by invoking the fliades of the de- 
ccafed knights to defeend from heaven to afllft at the inauguration of their 
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^ CHATTER THE TWENTY-FIFTH: 

1725 — 1726. 

Anecdotes of Hemy St. John, Fijcount Bolinghroke. — Difagreement between 
him and Oxford. — His Schemes in favour of the Pretender. — Difgraced 
on the Accefion of George the Firjl. — F/ies. — Joins the Pretender. — Appointed 
his Secretary of State. — Removed.'— Caufes of his Difniiffioni — Makes Ovei’- 
inres to the Britijh Cabinet. — Receives a Promife of being refored. — IVrites his 
Letter to Sir William Wyndham^ under that Suppojition. — Cenfures Minifers . — ■ 
Makes Overtures to them. — Cabals againft them. — Rene ws his Offers of Attach- 
ment to them . — ConduB of Walpole in his Favour. — Bolinghroke receives his 
Pardon in Blood. — His Overture} to the Walpoles. — AB of Parliament in his 
Favour — Motives for Walpole's ConduB. — Bolinghroke joins Oppoftion. — Re- 
marks on his ConduB and Writings. 

W HEN Atterbury arrived at Calais, he found Bolinghroke, who had 
juft obtained his pardon, waiting for a conveyance to England, on 
which he exprefled his furprile, and exclaimed, “ Then 1 am exchanged.” 
And well might the bilhop beaftonilhed, that a minifter who had fecretly ca- 
balled to place the Pretender on the throne, and had, fince his flight, openly 
engaged in his fervice, fliould experience the lenity of government, and be 
permitted to return to his native country, which he had endeavoured to dif- 
trefs by fecret intrigues and open rebellion. 

The pardon of Bolingbroke, granted by the king, was foon followed by t!ie 
repeal of the bill of attainder palled againft him in 1716; and Walpole, who 
had moved for tl>at bill, moved alfo for its rejieil ; an aift of Imj^rudence 
which he committed in oppolition to the advice of his moft approved friends, 
the opinion of fevcral of the king’s minifters, and in contradidion to his 
own judgment. I fliall in this chapter attempt to develope the caufes which 
led to this extraordinary event, and explain the rcalbns which induced Wal- 
pole to take a ftep, of which he too late repented. This inquiry will be in- 
troduced by a few biographical anecdotes, for the purpofe of conneding the 
narrative. 

Biographical Henry St.John, fon of Sir Hcnr)^ St.John, bafonet, of Lydiard Tregoze, in 
Wiltfliire, by Mary, %ond daughter and heirefs of Robert Rich, earl of War- 
wick, 
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wick, was born In 1678 He received his eilucation at Eton fchoo!, and 
completed it at Chrifl Church, Oxford. He diftinguilhed himfelf at a very^ 
early period by his talents and excc/ics; and made fo confpicuous a figure in 
the boufe of commons, that in 1704, he was appointed fecretary at war, by 
the iafiucnce of Harley, to whom he attached himfe'f, and with whom iiC 
riAcd under the banner of the Tories, On the removal of Ilarlcy, in i 707, 
St. John refigned his employments, and followed the fortune of Ills be- 
nefaftor. On the difmifTion of the Whig adminiftration, Harley jiropoicd 
to reinftate him in his employment, and exprelied a defire to admit feme of 
the moll moderate Whigs into the adminillration. But St. John oppofed 
the coalitio#, and infilled on being appointed lecretary of Hate for foreign 
affairs, with which demand Harley was obliged to comply. 

Bolihgbroke was fufpedted, during his cmbalfy at Paris, of having betray- 
ed the fccrets of the cabinet to the French c'ourt. Tliefe fuipicions of his 
treachery were probably derived from his inattention and love of pleafure ; 
for Madame Tencin, fo remarkable for beauty, abilities, gallantry, and Ikill 
in political intrigue, drew him into a conncclion with her, at, the iiiflig^ation 
of Torcy, and contrived to deal from him feveral pajiers and dir])atches j'*. 

Two fuch oppofite charailcrs as Oxford and Bolingbrokc, could not long 
cordially agree. Bolingbrokc poUcficd great animation of countenance, ele- 
gance of manners, and dignity of deportment. He was fafeinating- in con- 
vcrlation, of commanding eloquence, abounding in wit and fancy, mailer of 
polite learning, whicii lie knew how to draw forth on all occafions. In 
his private cljaraiter he was without morals and without jirinciplcs, not 
only not concealing, but rather proud of his profiigacy. He was fond of 
pleafure, yet never luticred his amufements to interfere with affairs of 
ijTiportancc; affeCling to refe.mble the chara6lcrs of Alcibiadcs and Pc- 
tronius, by mixing pleafure and bufinefs, in which, when neceflity required 
liis attendance, he was fo indefatigable, that he would drvidge like a coin-, 
mon clerk. Quick in apprehenfion, cafy of accefs, no let's artful in negotia- 
tion than decifive and vigorous in adlion, clear arul perfpicuoiis in hi:, llvle, 
but too fond of declamation and metaphor; adopting and enfe)rcing all the 
violent mcafures of the Tories ; fcorning to tcmporilc, caballing with the 


Chapter 25, 
1725 to 1 726. 


Dlfagreement 
with OKtord. 


* The age of lord Bolinghroke is erro- 
neoully flated by hib biographer, and by Col- 
lins, botli ot whom fay he died in 1751, in his 
79th year, which places his birth in 1673. On 
the faith of thefe authorities, 1 in 

ail early part of this work, p. 14, that he was 
tliree years older than Sir Robert Walpole, 


but the faA is, he was two years younger, as 
ap[)cars from one of his fetters to Sir William 
Wy nd h a 111 , a ed A’/ -zu V i/ay 17^8, in 
which he fays nine months hence I Ihnll he 
three- 1 core. ” ( Egrcn -on t Pap jers. ) 

4 Horace Walpole's Letter to Lord Townf- 
head, Nov. x. 1723. Walpole Papers. 
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friends of the Pretender, either with a view to place him on the throne, or to 
. obtain the removal of Oxford by their afliftance. 

Oxford was uninipeached in his ])rivate charadcr, never offending againft 
morality, either in converfation or adion, a tender hutband and a good 
father ; highly dilinterellcd and generous. He prided himfclf on his high 
defeent, was ftiff'and formal in liis deportment, and fo forbidding in his man- 
ner, as not to attrad or conciliate thole with whom he aded. He was learned 
and pedantic ; embarrafled and inelegant, both in fj)eaking and writing. He 
was equally an enemy to })leafure and bufinefs ; extremely dilatory and fond 
of procralli nation ; timid in public affairs, yet intrepid when his own perfon 
only was concerned ; jealous of power, indefatigable in promo^ng the pet- 
ty intrigues of the court, but negligent in things of importance ; a Whig in 
his heal t, and a Tory from ambition; too ready, for temporary convenience, to 
ado])t mcafures he tiilap|)i\)ved, yet unwilling wholly to facrifice his real feii- 
timents to intercfl or party ; affecting the mofl; profound fecrecy in all politi- 
cal tranfadions, and myflerious in the moft trifling occurrences. Ho was li- 
beral in making ])romiles, yet breaking them without fcruple, a defed which 
arofe more from facility of temper, than from defign. He correfponded at 
the lame lime with the dethroned family and the houfe of Hanover, and was 
therefore neither trufled or refpeded by either party. The only point in 
which thefe two minifters agreed, was the love of literature and the patron- 
age of learned men which rendered their adminiflration eminently illuf- 
trious. 

The difagreement naturally occafioned by fuch difcordancc of tenqiers and 
principles, was lieiglitcned by a {wrpctual ftriiggle for power, and the views 
of difappointed ambition. Bolingbroke was difgulled that Hailey was 
advanced to an earldom, while he was only created a vifeount ; a c ufe of 
complaint whieli lie acknowledged, by laying that he was drags’ic i 'nto 
the houfe of lords, in fuch a manner as to make his promotion a punifi - 
ment and not a reward. He was flill forther difeontented, when he was le- 
fufed the order of the garter, although fix vacant ribbands were conferre !, 
among whom liis rival, Oxford, was not forgotten. But although lie was 
ilifafll'ctcd, yet lie did not venture to give a jnihlic opipofition to the (irfl mt- 
niflcr. Oxford maintained the luiieriority of power, by theafeendancy of long 
habit, by the influence of the favourite, lady Malham, and by (he Ifoing 
prejudice which queen Anne entertained againft Bolingbroke, for his notori- 
ous profligacy. 

But when Oxford ncglecftcd the Jacobites, by vvliofe afliftance he h.ul 
jnade a peace, and oflended lady Maflum, by depriving hcf of a thare 
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In the profits of the affiento contra’d, Bolingbrokc took advantage of 
thefc indifcrctions ; he intrigued with Berwick and the agents of the Pre- 
tender, caballed with lady Malhani, who favoured the reftoration of the Pre- 
tender, afFedcd to court the Whigs, obtained the difmifllon of Oxford, and 
would have fucceeded him in the })Iace of lord high trealurcr, had not the 
death of queen Anne difappointed his hopes. 

Being, by the command of George the Pnll, depi'ived of the leals with 
marks of difgrace,. he fent a vindication of his condud to the king, and 
in a vifit which he paid to Bothmar, attributed his dilmifllon to the in- 
linuations of Oxford, and acculed his rival of having mifreprelcntcd his 
conduift *. When the arrangement of the new adminiftration precluded 
him from all hopes, and the Tories were pcrfecutcd, he aded with Ipirit and 
dignity, and warmly defended in the houfe of lords, the peace of Utrecht, 
when it was attacked by the Whigs. He would not however venture to 
ftand the profecution which awaited him, but after having received, as lie 
himfclf atl'crts, certain anti repeated information, “ that a refolution was 
taken to bring him to tlie fcailbld,” lie fled from England 

Notwithllanding the laboured apologies and eloquent vindication of his 
condud, in his letter to Sir William Wyndham ; and his pofuivc aliuranccs 
tliat he never formed any engagements with the Pretender, until he had been 
attainted | ; it is now afeertained beyond the Ihialloll doubt, that Boling- 
broke had entered deeply into the icliemes wliich Oxford, in conniv.ince 
with the queen, had formed to break the Protellant fucce/lion, and to place 
the Pretender on the throne of Great Britain; that Oxford had caballed 
with the Jacobites, principally with a view to overturn the Whig miniftry, 
and* to facilitate the peace and that the real caufc of his removal was de- 
rived from a refufal to continue tlic defigns in liivour of the Pretender, 
which Bolingbrokc ofiered to purluc. The wliole plan and jirogreCs of this 
confpiracy is detailed in fo clear and unccjuivocal a manner by Marlhal Ber- 
wick, who was princifially concerned in the correfpondence, as to demoiiflrate 
the guilt of Bolingbrokc, 'and fufficiently prove that he was jufily attainted 
for tre.afonous pradiccs by the fovercign whom he liad attc/niited to exclude 
from the throne j|. 

Having quitted England, to avoid the punifhment which awaited him, lie 
tlirew himfclf into the Pretender’s Icrvice, and was appointed his fecretary of 
Bate. The Pretender, on his return from his ill-condufted expedition into 

•^aepherfon’s State Papers, vol. 2. p. 650. f Tindal, vol. i8. p. 356. 

Final AnAver to theRcmaiks on tlie Craftsmaivs Vindication, 1| Meraoires de Berwic. 
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Scotland, fufpefting the treachery or indifcretion of Bolingbroke, dirmiirtd 
him from h.is ferv’rce with ignominy; many reports were fprcad at Paris of the 
motives wliich induced the Pretender to remove a perfon of fuch diftin- 
guiihcd talents, to vvhicli the earl of Stair ludicroully alludes in a private 
letter to Horace Walpole *. But though charges of treachery were laid 
againft Bolingbroke, by the Pretender’s party at Paris, yet as Stair gave no 
credit to them ; and as Marthal Berwick | allb entirely exculpated him from 
any imputation of treachery ; we have no reaibn to fuppofe tjiat he aded 
contrary to his profefiions, or was mean enough to betray a prince whom he 
was at that time intereflcd to reftore. His ‘clilmifTion was ludden and un- 
expedled. He had tupped with the Pretender, vyho declared that he had 
many enemies, but allured him of his unalterable kindnefs. Bolinglu'oke 
retired at one in the morning ; and at nine tlie duke of Ormond came to de- 
mand the feaLs. Tlie real caufe of his difmiffion was derived from fomc 
abufive expreffions, which, in a Hate of intoxication, he had uttered againlt 
the Pretender. Ormond, wlio was prefent, related them in confidence to 
lord Mar, who, defirous of ruining Bolingbroke, that he might fucceedhimin 
his oHice of iecrctavy of ftate, alked the duke, in the prefence of the Preten- 
der, what the cxprefllons were which Bolingbroke had made ufe of. Ormond 
«leclined repeating them, until the Pretender commanded Iiiin; he them 
obeyed, and the Pretender was fo exafperated, tliat he inilantly lent Or- 
mond to announce his difgrace. Tliis Hep was taken without tlie know- 
ledge of the queen motlicr. Hearing of his clilmifTion, flie lent to Boling- 
broke, requefling him not to retire; as matters might be ilill adjuflccl be- 
tween her fbn and liim. He returned for anfwer, that he was a free man ; 
that he wilhed his arm might rot off, if lie ever drew his fworcl, or etupliJj'cd 
his pen in tlieir. Icrvicc §. 

Bolingbroke, in tact, rejoiced at his difmiflion, for it gave him an imme- 
diate pretence to quit the party. “ The chevalier, ire fays, cut this gordiaii 
knot aiunder at one blow. He broke.the links of that cliain whicli fbnner 
engagements had faflened on me, and gave me a right to efleem myfelf free 
from obligations of keeping meafurcs with him. 1 took therefore, from, 
that moment, the refolution of making my peace at home, and of cmployi'ig 


• Concfpoiidence, ' Aiticle Bolingbroke, 
FerlcTfl 111. 

f Tliefe charges were made in a letter from 
James Murray, afterwards created earl of 
X) unbar, by the^Vetendcr, riid were anfwcred 
partly by himlelf and j>artly by his fecraarv, 


Brinfden ||, and his juflification refuted l.n a 
reply tuppofed to be w'ritten by Mar- 
t Memoirch dc lierwic. 

^ Karl of VVaidegrave’s Diaiy^wlio receivctl 
the account from general t?TUckley, who was at 
the time in the I’retender’s houfehold. ^ 


^11 
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all the unfortunate cx^Jerience I had acquired already, to undeceive my Chapter 25. 
friends, and to promote the union and quiet of my country i725to 1726* 

He opened accordingly a negotiation with the carl of Stair, who, he fays, ' 
had been commiffioned from England to treat with him, but while he refufed 
to reveal fecrets wliich had been intruded to him, or betray his friciuls, he 
offered his fervices for the I'upport of tlic eftablilhed government. He faid 
that he never did any thing by halves, that in returning to his duty he pro- 
pofed to ferve his king and country with zeal and affedion ; that with that 
view he thought himlelf bound by duty and gratitude, honour, and even 
felf intereft, to inform the king of every thing wliich his Experience could 
fugged, that might be ufeful to drengthen the public tranquillity, and to 
crulh the projeds of the king’s enemies. He offered bis fervices to recal 
to their duty the Tories who had embraced the Pretender’s party, by deve- 
loping his true character, aivl by fliewing how greatly they deceived them- 
felves in truding to him for fecurity^or their religion and liberties. “ As to 
rnylelf,” adds lord Stair, “ I am convinced that he fpokc to me in the (incerity 
of his heart, I firmly believe that he Is refolvcd to do all that lies in his 
power to fupprefs, and eradicate the Pretender’s party ; and I am fully fa- 
tisfied, that there is no perfon who can do more luirt to the caufc tlian he 
can. At the end of our converfation, he prefled my hand ; and laid. 

My lord, if the miniders do me judice to believe that my profeffions 
arc fincere; the more they manage my reputation, the greater will be the ad- 
vantage to the king’s affairs. If, on the contrary, they fulped my condud, 
tliey will ad right in cnading conditions, which I fliall allb ad right in re- 
jcEting. The difficulties which I niake in promiling too nuicli, will gua^ 
ninly the performance of my cng.agcments. In all calcs, time and my con- 
dud: will prove the upright nefs of my intentions ; and it is flir' belter to wait 
with patience, than to obtain mjk willies earlier, by quitting the path of 
honour and probit -f-” 

Thefe offers ftem to have been accepted ; promifes ivcrc made to 1 dm of Ol'tal'is pro- 
redoration to his count jy ; a barony was, on the fccond of July 17 1 6, con- '"he ot par. 
ferred on his father. Sir Henry St. John, vviih a reverjion to his other Ions, and 
it was in confeqtience Of thole favours, and the ex peel at ion of a future reward, 
and probably by the advice of lord Stair, fliat Bolingbroke wrote a coniidenlial 
letter J to Sir William Wyndham, which was puriiofely tlvrown into the 

*■ Letter to Sir William Wyndhiim. :{: Correfpoudcnce. Period IlL— Article, 

f Lord Stair’s Letter to l’o:rftary Caagjts, at Boiingirroke. 
the end of lord Bolingbrtikc’s Letter to Sir 
William Wyndham. 

Voi. I. D d 
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Period III. hands of the minlftry, and of which an account is given by lord Townlhend 
1720101727. to I'ccretary Stanhope, who was theh at Hanover. This friendly com- 
m unication, in which he exhorts his friend to quit the caufe of the Pretender, 
was followed by his celebrated lett^er, that was afterwards publiflaed. 

Althougli Bolingbroke, from the hopes of being reftored to his country, 
thus travcrfcd the views of the Pretender ; yet the mlnifters, who had reaped 
great advantage from his recantation, did not fulfil their proinifes, and he 
continued in anxious ful'penfe, conllantly expeiling the performance of en- 
gagements which w'as as conllantly deferred. 

Sunderland and Stanhope, in particular, feem to have given him expetfla- 
,tions, which they either were unable or never intended to realife; and a report 
of his relloration, in 1719, gave to Walpole, who was then in oppofition, an 
opportunity of mentioning it with public dilapprobation. In his pamphlet 
on the peerage bill, fpeaking of Oxford, he fays, “ His rival in guilt and 
power even now prefumes to expeft an a^ of the legillature to indemnify him, 
and qualify his villainy ; and I doubt not but both * expeft once more to 
give laws to the kingdom f.” Yet it wms under the adminillration, and by 
the efforts of this very miniftcr, who had moved his impeachment in the 
Obtains hi* houfe of commons, that Bolingbroke was reflored to his country. In May 

pardon. 1 723, his pardon pafled the great fcal, or as it was called, his refloration in 

blood, which enabled him to return to his country, but without giving back 
his forfeited eftate, or his feat in the houfe ol peers 
VifitsEug* Bolingbroke, on receiving his pardon, came to England, wrote letters of 
land. thanks to the king, Townlhend, and the duchefs of Kendal at Hanover, 

lyaitcd on Walpole, to whom he behaved in the moll fervile manner, and be- 
trayed the intrigues of Carteret with the Tories. He even proposed to Wal- 
pole, a coalition with Sir William Wyndham, carl Gower, and other leaders 
of that party, whom he deferibed as dijPfatisficd with Carteret for having 
amufed them with falfe hopes, difgufted with a fruitlefs oppofition, and anxi- 
ous to join adminiflration. Walpole reprimanded his officioufnels with be- 
coming dignity, and did not hefitatc infmuating, that he was working againfl 
his own interefl, in attempting to form a coalition between the Whigs and 
Tories, when his refloration de})ended folely on a Wing parliament; at 
the fame time he frankly declared that great difficulties oppofed it ; gave no 
hopes that he would rafhiy bring before the houfe of commons any motion 

Oxford and Bolingbroke. t P- 14 > Folitical State for 1725. 
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ifi his favour, and hinted, that any future reward could only be purchafed by 
future fervices. Bolingbroke received thefe obfervations with the utmoft de- 
ference, acknowledged his obligations to Townlhend and Walpole, and made 
the ftrongeft profeffions of future attachment. He kept up a correfpondence 
with the duchefs of Kendal, and trufted to her influence for removing all ob- 
flruftions. 

He availed himfelf of this journey to renew his intimacy with his former 
acquaintances, particularly Sir William Wyndham, and to procure new con- 
nexions. His infmuating manners and lively converl'ation captivated many 
who had detefled him while in pow'cr and profperity. Amongfl thefe lord 
Finch ^nd the earl of Berkley received his overtures with complacency, and 
zealoufly efpoufed his caufe *. 

After pafling a few weeks at Aix-la-Chapelle, with a view to 6btain per- 
million to pay a vifit at Hanover ; he returned to Paris, at the moment when 
Horace Walpole and Schaub were ftriving for pre-eminence in the cabinet 
of Verfailles. Being fully convinced that Carteret would lie lieieated, and that 
the influence of Townfhend and Walpole was predominant, he i)aid tlie 
moft fervile court, to Horace Walpole, and gave him repeated information 
on fubjefts of great fecrecy and importance. 

On the death of the duke of Orleans, a profpeX opened to him of ren- 
dering his fituation at Paris extremely interefling, by becoming a confidential 
channel of communication between the duke of Bourbon and the Britifh 
adminiftration, and his own efforts were not wanting to carry his feheme into 
execution. He communicated to Walpole and Harcourt the fituation of 
affairs at the court of France, drew the charaXer and delcribed the power of 
the duke of Bourbon, and the influence of Madame dc Pric over him. He 
Hated his own intimacy with the prime miniflcr and the miftrefs, and offered 
his fervices to cany on a fecret correfpondence, and to promote the good 
underfla^ding between the two kingdoms, which had been cftabliflied under 
the adminiftration of the late duke of Orleans, and which*, unlefs the duke of 
Bourbon could be kept fteady to the fame principles, w'as in danger of being 
overturned ■f- 

Bolingbroke managed the bufmefs with fuel) dexterity, that he affeXed to 
decline, while he was moft anxious to be e»iployed in this mediation and 
appeared to be aXing in conformity to the li^ggeftions of the Britifli cabinet, 
while he was carrying into execution his own arrangements. Waljiolc was lb 
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Period III. far impofed on by liis artful reprefentations, that he wrote to his brother 
1720101727. Horace, recommending him to employ Bolingbroke as agent with the duke- 
of Bourbon j and had not tlie addicls and fagacily of tlic minifler at Paris 
declined his interpofition, and opened a direct! communication with the duke 
of. Bourbon, w'ithout the privity of Bolingbroke, the princi])al management 
of the king’s affairs mufl have been thrown into his hands, and the miaifters- 
in England have been laid under fuch obligations, that his complete reflora- 
tion would have been an ad: of juflice and ncceffity. Foiled in this attempt,, 
he endcavoural to infinuate himfelf into the negotiation relating to the grant 
of a dukedom to the Marquis de la Vrillierc. He related to Horace WaU- 
pole the cmbarrafTments under which the duke of Bourbon laboured* exag- 
gerated the indiferetion of Schaub, and hinted that by proper management,,, 
that intrigue might be lb coiidubled as to lay a foundation of merit with the 
French, minifler, and defbroy the credit of Carteret. Jn a conference which 
he hatl with the duke of Bourbon, the account of which he took care* 
fhould be communicated to Horace Walpole *, he decried Carteret, praifed 
Townfhend, and exalted the abilities and influence of Walpole. This 
double dealing did not efcape the notice of Schaub ; and In reply to his ac- 
count, tranfmittcci in his private correfpondence, Carteret was induced to 
obferve, “ What you fay of Bolingbroke is fcarcely credible. If it is true, 
he has not half the capacity I thouglit he had -f*.” 

In the midfl of thefe intrigues, Bolingbroke opened his fituation and ex- 
plained his fentiments to Horace Walpole. He delcribed his I'ufpence and 
agitation, recapitulated the repeated promif'es given by Sunderland and Stam 
hope, mentioned his repeated difappointments, and obferved, “ that autumnal 
promifes liatl ended in vernal excufes.” He exprefied his thanks for the aft 
of favour lately extended to him, and added that he had no rcafon to com- 
plain of the prefent miniflers, as they had performed as much as they had 
undertaken. He trufted that the inclinations of the king, as well as thofe of 
Townfliend and Walpole, were not unfavourable; and hoped that his reflo- 
ration might be obtained in parliament. He endcavoural to feparate his cafe 
from all confiderations of party. He artfully declared himfelf at full liberty; 
as having no tie nor obligation to any perfons, but to thofe who would come 
forward in his favour; difclaimed%ll connedlions with the Tories, whom he 


• Letter from Horace Walpole to Robert f Carteret to Schaub, March 12, 1724, 
Walpole, Paris, December 15, 1723. Walpole Hardwkke Papers. 
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afcciifed of having treated him with ingratitude and barbarity ; and declared Chapter z;. 
his firm opinion, that the adminiflration could not ftand, nor the govern- 1725101716. 
meat be fupported, excepting on a Whig foundation, and no engrafcnient 
could be made but upon a Whig ftock. He proteffed that he would prove 
hinifclf a faithful fubjcdl to the king, and be tor e\'er grateful to thofe who 
had ferved him in to important an affair ; and would adt as they fliould pre- 
feribe to him, either by exerting himtelf in t*he houle of lords,, or by retiring 
into the country. 

The rej)ly of Horace Walpole was open, manly, and explicit. He ex-- 
prefled great fatisfadtion' .at the declaration» that his brother’and friends had 
never deceived Bolingbrokc, and laid that what remained to be done de- 
pended on parliament. He expofed the difficulties .arifing frortt the temper 
and difpofition of parties, hinted at the genenal .averfion of the Whigs to his 
reftoration, deferibed the cmbarrafTment of the minifters, and the obllacles- 
which might arile to defeat it, if precipitately introduced into the houle of 
commons ; and he hinted in general terms, that his brother’s pronenefs to 
mercy, his regard for Bolingbrokc, and his inclination to oblige lord Har- 
eourt, would incline him to adopt any pradicable means to do him fer- 
vice. 

Bolingbrokc obferving., from this dlfcourfe, that infuperable difficulties ob-- 
llruded his complete reftoration, prudently appeared to give up that defign, 
and requefted that Horace W.alpole would intercede with hb brother,, at 
lead to obtain the reverlal of his attainder, to far as to render him capable 
of enjoying the family eftate, after the death of lib father. He .added, 
that he had not mentioned this requeft even to his friend lord Harcourt, 
but entirely fubmitted it to the good will and judgment of the minifter at 
the head of the treafury *. 

His views at this period were facilitated by his marriage with M.adame de Marries Ma- 
Villette, the niece of Madame de Maintenon,. a woman of great merit and vyiette" 
accompliflimcnts, who was highly efteemal at the French court ; and a private 
tranliidion, which related to part of her property, gave him .an opportunity 
of fending her to England, and of foliciting his reftoration. M.aclame de 
Villette employed Drummond, an Englifli banker, to place 50,000 in the 
funds, who purchafed, in the name of Sir Matthew Decker, long annui- 
ties, bearing intereft at 4 per cent.. Decker gave a note to Drummond,, 
with an order to pay the lum on the demand of Madame de Villette. Eigh- 

^ Horses Walpole’s Letter to Robert Walpole.-^Orford and Walpole P.ipers. 
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icen montlis afterwards, Decker paid 1,000 on her draft, and remitted 
her the annual intereft of the remainder till Chrillmas 1723'. About that 
period, _ he refufed to transfer any more money on her order, alledging, 
tliat as (he was married, he could not deliver -it up without being indem- 
nified ; and the filuation of lord Bolingbroke, whofe eftate and property 
had been declared forfeited, rendered his indemnification of no avail. Thus 
circumRanced, his lady repaired to England, bearing the name of Villette, and 
required the payment of her money in her own right. She brought ftrong 
recommendations f rom t he duke of Bourbon and count de Morville, and under 
cover of this tranfaclion, paid afliduous court to the minillers, by whom 
fhe was well received, and from whom flie obtained a promiie to reverfe 
that part of the bill of attainder which related to the forfeiture of his eflate. 
Bolingbroke exprelled himfclf highly fatisfied with this promife, although it 
fell (hort of the offcTS which had been made by the preceding adminiflration, 
and renew'ed, in the ftrongeft terms, his proteffions of devotion to Walpole, 
for this eflential mark of favour. 

The minifter, however, had many difficulties to encounter, and many ob- 
flruclions to remove, before he could venture to fubmit the queflion to the 
houl'e of commons. Although Sir William Wynd ham had conciliated, in 
favour of Bolingbroke, a great number of Tories, yet a confiderable body of 
them, highly dillatisfied with his late application to thcWJiigs, flill remained 
inflexible. But the principal oppolition w'as expedfed from the Raunch 
Whigs, thofe wlio had been the ftrenuous advocates for the fucceffion in the 
Hanover family, and who w'ere the firm fupporters of government. To ob- 
tain their aflent, or rq baffle their attempts, required much Ikill and manage- 
ment, and was tlie work of time and labour. 

The time at length arrived when this promife was fulfilled. On the 20th 
of April 1725, lord Finch offered to the hotifc of commoiis, a petition from 
Henry St. John, late vifijount Bolingbroke, fetting forth, “ That he was 
truly Concerned for his offence in not having furrendejfed himfelf, whereby 
he was attainted of high treafon, and forfeited all his real and perfbnal eRatc, 
and praying, that leave may be given to bring in a bill for rettoring him to 
his family inheritance, and enabling him to make purchafes of any real or 
perfonal eRate within the kingdom.” 

Walpole brought the content and approbation of the king ; and after the 
reading of the petition, feconded the motion, made by lord Finch, for bring- 
ing in the bill, by obferving, “ That he was fully fatisfied the petitioner had 
fufficiently atoned for his paR offences, and therefore deferved the favour of 
9 that 
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that lioufe fo far, as to enable him to enjoy his faniily inheritance, which Chapter 25. 
could not be done without an act of parliament.” 1725101726. 

Methuen, comptroller of the houfehold, in an animated fpeech, which 
made a deep impreflion on tlic houfe, ex'prefled his-hearty difapprobation of 
the motion, and obferved, “ that the public crimes for which this petitioner 
flood attainted, were fo licinous, fo flagrant, and of fo deep a dye, as not 
to admit of any expiation or atonement ; and whatever he might have done 
to defer\^e his majelty’s private grace and pardon, yet he thought him alto- 
gether unworthy of any national favour.” Then, after enumerating the 
inflances of his villainous and fcandalous conduifl, while he had a (hare in 
the adminiftration of affairs in the laft reign ; he concluded, “ to fum up ail 
his crimes in one, his traiterous defign of defeating the Proteftant fucceflion, 
the foundation of both our prefent and future haj)pinefs ; and of advancing 
a popifli Pretender to the throne, which would have involved his native 
country in endlefs mifery.” The arguments which fcijeant Miller advanced 
were no lefs flrong. “ He was againft the motion for three rcafons : i . Becaufe 
he thought it againft the intereft of the king. 2 . Againft the intereft of his 
countrJ^ 3. Againft the intereft of the prefent miniftry. That he loved the 
king better than he loved himfelf ; and hated his enemies more than he did. 

That he loved his country as he loved himfelf} and as he thought its intereft 
infeparablc from the king’s, fo he would not have any public favour fliewn 
to one, who had afted in fo notorious a manner againft both. And as for 
the prefent minifters, he was fo well fatisfied with their juft, prudent, and 
fuccelsful management, that he would not fee them expofed to the cabals 
and intrigues of their inveterate, though feemingly reconciled enemies This 
oppofition was ftrenuoufly enforced by Arthur Onflow, afterwards fj)eaker of 
the houfe of commons, lord William Paulett, Sir Thomas Pengelly, and . 
feverai others, who almoft uniformly fupported the meafures of government! 

The motion, however, was carried by 231 voices againft 113 } and lord 
Finch and Walpole were ordered to bring in a bill according to the prayer 
of the petitioner , 

On the fecond reading of the bill, lord William Paulett moved for the ad- 
dition of a claufj.’, “ dilabling the late vifeount Bolingbroke from being a 
member of either houfe of parliament, or from enjoying any office or place May 13, 
of truft.” Tliis motion, warmly feconded by feverai members, was no 
lefs ftrenuoufly oppofed by the minifter, and negatived by 154 againft 84. 

' Chandler. -j- Journals, 

Tlic 
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The bill being agreed to, was fent up to the houfe of lords, there it paflTcd 
without a d^'if^on ; but not without a violent protcll figncd by five * lords, 
and finally received the royal allent. 

Thus was concluded this difficult and difagreeable bufinefs, from which 
the minifter acquired more unpapularity than from any other ad in his ad- 
miniftration, for which he incurred great ccnlure both from friends and 
enemies, and by which, inllead of conciliating the favour, ho exafperated the 
very perfon for wliom he expoied hirafe-lf tovfo much obloquy. 

Soon af ter the pafTuig of this ad, Bolingbroke returned to England, wholly 
diffatisfieil with the reverfal of the forfeiture, which he had fo repeatedly and 
earneflly foli cited as the termination of his hopes, and for which he proftcred 
his mofl devoted attachment to thofe who fhould favour his caufe. “ Here 
I am,” he obferv'ed in a letter to Swift, “ two thirds reftored, my perfon 
fafe, (unlefs I meet hereafter with harder treatment than even that of Sir 
Walter Raleigh) and my eflate, with all .the other property I have acquired, 
or may acquire, fecured to me. But the attainder is kept carefully and pru- 
dently in force, left fo corrupt a member Ihould come again into the houfe 
of lords, and liis bad leaven Ihould four that I'wect untainted mat’s -j'.” 

About the fame time, he wrote a letter to the king, claiming the promife 
that had been made of a full reftitution, laying the blame of the failure on 
tlte minifter, whom he accufed of meannefs and treachery under the mafk 
of good will. I-Ie difclaimcd all obligation to Walpol^, always aflerted, both 
in his public writings and private letters, that tlie king invited him, and 
drew him. into England by frequent, folemn, and unfolicited promifes of his 
complete reftorafion §. 

He now declared hitnfdf a decided enemy to Walpole, effeded a reconci- 
liation with the Tories, whom he had fo recently reviled, joined Pulteifey and 
1 i|ie difcontoitted Whigs ; and a year had fcarcely clapfed lince tlic pafling (ft* 
tire bill, before he began to jmblilh in the Craftfman, a political paper, which 
firft appeared the 5th of December 1726, a feries of eflays replete with the 
moft bitter invedives. 

The adherents of themiinifter, in their turn, no lets bitterly accufed Bo- 
Ungbroke of ingratitude ; that after being reftored to the liberty of breatliing 
the air of his native country, and the enjoyment of his fortune (when he 

* Covctitry, Briflol, Clinton, Letlimere, Comfpondence, Period |II. Attic'e, 

•Ondow. jomna'.s. — ClwnUer. broke. 

f Siviti’.s Works, vol. 19. n. 164. § Lord BolingUfoke to Sir Wiiliam Wynd- 

J Loni Bolingbroke to lord Hardwicke, liarn. Ibid. 
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was deferveclly an exile from one, and had juftly forfeited the other) by Chapter 25. 
the indulgence, favour, and alliftance of another minifter, ufing that 1725 '01736. 
indulgence, and requiting that favour, by labouring the deftru'ftion of his ‘ 

benefaftor. 

In all queftions where party is concerned, and refentment excited, and 
where abufe is thrown out with unabating virulence on both tides, it is diffi- 
cult to reconcile difeordant alfertions, and to cxtradl truth from oppofitc 
accufations. It is no lefs difficult to render the condudl of Walpole con- 
tlftent with that prudence by which he was commonly directed, or to juftify 
the motives which induced him to promote an ad that enabled Bolingbroke 
to fettle in England, and to harafs his adminiftration. Me had known Bo- 
liugbroke from his early youtit; he appreciated his talents, wars aware of his 
infinuating manners and reftlcfs temper, was not ignorant that while he w:is 
paying the moft fervile court to tlie Whigs, he had been caballing with 
tlic Tories j was convinced that no dependence could be placed on his word, 
and mull have been confeious that nothing lefs than a full reftoration would 
fatisfy a man of iiis afpiring ambition. 

But the apparent inconfiftence and imprudence of Walpole’s condud, arc MotfVes of 
fufficiently accounted for from the fecret hiftory of this whole tranfadion j 
from which it appears, that he did not ad from his own impulfe, but was 
gradually led to promote a meallire, which he did not approve. We have 
the authority of Sir Robert Walpole himlelf, that the reftoration of lord Bo- 
lingbroke was the work of the duchels of Kendal, and that if w'as in obe- 
dience to the exprefs commands of the king, that he fupported the ad, 

Bolingbroke, continually difa})pointed in his hopes, had recourfc to a furer 
and more powerful channel of lavour. He gained the duchefs of Kendal 
by a prefent 1,000*, and obtained a proniife to ufe her influence 

over the king for the purpofe of forwar<Ung his complete redoration. Har- 
court, with her co-operation, feems principally to have managed this deli- 
cate bufinefs and as at this period Townfliend was reconciled to tiie ilu- 
chefs of Kendal, it was probably owing to her intereft that he was induced 
to move the king to graht a pardon to Bolingbroke, and even to give him 
ftill farther hopes. 

In this jundure, Townfliend removed to Hanover, and left to Walpole the 
management of the bufinefs. Walpolehaving foundedhis friends, and theadvo- 

* Etnugh’s Minutes of a Converfation with Sir Kobert Walpole. Correlpondencc. 
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I’eriodllL cates of government, found that flrongobjeftions were made tothe reftoration of 
i7»oto 1737. obnoxious a perfon , and being himfclf inclined to the fame opinion, he, wi tli his 

ufual franknefs and candour, reprefented the difficulties, not only to Townf- 
hend, but even to Bolingbroke himfclf, and declined entering into any farther 
engagements. Bolingliroke, who well underftood the temper of parties, foon 
perceived that infupcrable obtlaclcs were oppofed to his complete reftora- 
tion. He thought fit, therefore, to temporize, and requefted, as T have 
already obferved, the revcrfal of part of tlie bill of attainder, without ob- 
taining his feat in the houfe of lords. Tliis requeft, ftrongly enforced by 
the duchefs of Kendal, was particularly recommended by the king to Wal- 
pole, in a moft authoritative manner. The minifter could not venture to 
diiobey the exprefs commands of the king ; could not withftand the impor- 
tunities of the duchefs, who had recently affifted in driving Carteret and Ca- 
dogan from the helm ; was anxious to oblige lord Harcourt, with whom he 
then lived in habits of tire ftrifteft intimacy, and was overcome by the un- 
ceafing folicitations of Bolingbroke, and foftened by his profeffions of in- 
violable devotion. 

Walpole himfclf performed all he had promifedj and had reafon in his 
turn to expert the accompliftiment of thofe profeffions of gratitude which 
Bolingbroke had recently made to him. He was not refponfible for any 
' agreement made by the preceding adminiftration ; he w'as not anfwerable for 
the private aflurances of the duchefs of Kendal ; he was not even bound 
by the promiles, if any fuch w'ere pofitively made, of the fovereign himfelf. 
Bolingbroke had therefore no realbn to accule Walpole of meannels and 
treachery, of having broken his word, and of having deceived liim under the 
malk of good-will j for the minifter never in any inftance promifed a full 
reftitution, but. always in the moft frank and candid ma.nne||ii gave no fartlicr 
hopes than obtaining the repeal of that part of the bill of attainder which 
related to the forfeiture of his eftates. 

But whatever were the motives which induced Walpole to confent to the 
return of Bolingbroke, it was undoubtedly the greateft adl of imprudence 
which he ever committed. For till that event, he had only to contend 
with an heterogeneous oppofition, unallied in principle, and dlvefted of mu- 
tual confidence j eafily vanquifhed, becaufe not capable of uniting under 
any leader acceptable to all in a well-concerted attack. It remained for 
Bolingbroke to infufe fpirit and harmony into this inert and ill -combined 
mafs. He fopn found means to effed this end, by a plaufible philofophy, 
recommended by all the graces of eloquence, and enforced by all the arts of 
pcrfonal addrefs. He direded and infpired their labours in parliament and 

his 
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his ready pen was employed at once to juftify their conduct, and to vilify 
their adverfaries. 

His writings were recommended by a glare of metaphorical ornament, at 
that time very unufual, the effedl of which was to dazzle the judgment of the 
reader, fix his attention upon the furface, and prevent him from penetrating 
into the fubftance of the argument. 

It is a juft remark of his biographer, that Bolingbrokc too frequently falls into 
the fame error of which he accules Clarendon, that of giving charadters of per- 
fons which are incompatible witli their adtions. He warped hiftory to his own 
'convenience, and was Icfs folicitous to repreftnt paft events truly, than, under 
colour of relating them, to draw parallels with thofe againft whom he di- 
rcdlcd his efforts, by leledting only fuch parts as fuited his particular views ♦. 
In drawing the charadler of Walpole, Bolingbroke is guilty of the groffeft 
mifrepreientation, and the moft exaggerated malice. It is recorded of Zeuxis, 
the celebrated ])ainter, that for the purpofe of giving perfedtion to the por- 
trait of Venus, he felcdtcd the moft beautiful parts of the moft beautiful 
women, and from the union of thofe parts, formed the goddefs, without a 
finale defedt. In his political delineations, Bolingbroke has purfued the 
oppofite line of condudf. He feledted from the minifters of all times and 
countries, their prominent vices, and from their aliemblage, drew the por- 
trait of Walpole without a fingle virtue. 

From the vcrfatility of Bolingbroke’s political life, no fundamental prin- 
ciple of adtion could be expedled j for where is that })niK:ipIe wJiich at fume 
period he had not violated .? Where w'as the party to which he had not ren- 
dered himfelf. obnoxious Nothing then remained for him, but to form a 
political creed as verfatile as his life, and which, Protcu.s-like, adapted itfcif 
to all times, fituations, and circumftanccs. 

His dodlrines are principally reduced under three heads. A government 
by prerogative, rather than by influence ; coalition of parties j the fup- 
pofed perfedlion of the human fpecies in particular inftanccs. 

The leading principle of his writings was, that a government by preroga- 
tive was better than a government by influence. In enforcing this topic, the 
autl'ior betrays his averfion to the revolution, while he affcdls to praife it, by 
an aflertion no lefs remarkable for its audacity than its untruth j namely, 
that the rights of the fubjedf were more endangered by the fyftem of in- 
fluence, which had taken place fince, tlian by that of arbitrary power which 
was purfued before that «ra. That the crown had acquired more fourccs 
of power by the eftabiilhment of the funds, and nomination of revenue of- 
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Period in. ficeis, and enjoyed the means of invading liberty more efle< 9 .ually by the 
1720101727. conftitution of the revenue, than it ever had been invaded by prerogative. 

~ He charafterifes prerogative as a mere chimera^ and influence as a new and 
nndefinable monjler^ far more dnngeroui to our liberties. He avers, that national 
corruption, which he makes the neceflliry confequence of invefling the 
crow'n with the nomination of the officers employed in managing the re- 
venue, is become univerfal, and that the lofs of liberty is the natural and necef- 
faiy confequence of national corruption. From thefe premifes he draws the 
obvious conclufion, tliat it becomes highly neceflary to fave the ruin of the 
conftitution, by reducing the power of the king, by means of an independent 
houfe of commons ; and declares that the only method of effecting this, was 
to leffen the means of corruption, to revive frequent parliaments, and to in- 
fure their purity by introducing felf-denying ordinances. 

This tenet could only be fupported by the other two dodtrinps, equally 
abfurd and extravagant. The fecond of thefe doctrines was to enforce 
the coalition of 'parties, by which he underftood that all the invidious dif- 
tinclions of Whig and Tory *, Difl'enter and Church-man, which had fo long 
troubled and diftraded the kingdom, fhquld be funk into thole of court 
and country ; the firft of which he confiders as afabiion and confederacy againjl 
the other ; and the fecond he cbaraderifes under the denomination of cotijli-^ 
tutionalijis. 

With a view to effed this purpofe in a free country, in which party is an 
cflential requifite, he drew out a fyftem of policy fo artfully contrived, that 
any man, whatever were his political opinions, might, without appearing to 
defert his own private notions of government, enliil himfelf under the ban- 
ners of any oppofition, or vote in favour of any queftion, however repugnant 
to his real fentiments, under the notion of oppofing or driving out a cor- 
rupt minifter, and the femblance of laying alide all prejudice and party at- 
tachment. 

In attempting to explode all former diftinblions,to unite men of all denominations, 
and to change the narrow fpirit of party into a diffujive fpirit of public benevolence, he 
well knew that he contradidtxi the hiftory of paft ages, and the experience of 
lus ownj and he therefore broached the third dodrine, the fuppofed [lerfedion 
of the human fpecies, in particular inftanccs. Convinced of the abfuKlity of ad- 
vancing, that an oppofition compofed of the moft heterogeneous parts could 
continue uniformly true to their profefied principles, and would not be di- 
vided or defert each other at the inftigations of ambition or felf-intcrcft, he 

* The impoflibillty of reconciling the confelSon, in a letter to Sir William Wynd- 
Whigs and tile Toriesj and the different views ham, July i739* Corrclpondence, Pe- 
of thofe parties, are fully tliewn by his own riod Vll. 


turned 
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turned his hopes of fuccefs from the many to the few ; to thofc few who en- 
grofs the whole reafon of the fpecies, who are born to inJlriiH, to gtnde, and to 
preferoe^ and %vho are dejigned to be tutors and guardians of human kind. 
Forgetting his own complaint, that kuman pajfions are fo Jlrong, and human, 
reafon fo weaky he deferibed men as they ought to be, and not as they are j 
men whom he reprefented as far s jiill Jhick in good plenty up and down our 
hemifpherCy making virtue the foundation of their friend/hip, and merit the title 
to their favour j delighting rather to be thought good than great ; juji in all their 
dealings ; moderate in their pleafures not foliiitous for a place becaufe they want 
ity but becaufe the place wants them. 

But ftill confeious that he overrated the number of thofe chofeu few, he 
concentrated the virtues and wifdom of the whole li)ecies into one man, 
A PATRIOT KING, wliom he confidcxed as born to form the happinefs and 
glory of England, under whofc government iixcheadyand all the members, Jhould 
be united in one common catife, and animated by one common fpirit. 

In drawing this chimerical charadlcr, he laid down petitions no lei's chi- 
merical. He fuppofed that all diftindlions of party, all cabals for favour, 
and alljealoufy in individuals poflefling, or contending for power, Ihould 
be entirely fupprefl'cd by the wifdom and virtue of one man, whom he calls 
a fort of flanding miracle •, and that a whole nation Ihould be fo perfedt in. 
judgment, and juft in pradice, as to acknowledge that they were made hajipy 
by fuch exertions. In this extraordinary attempt to reconcile the ideas of a 
government by jirerogative with thofc of liberty and hapjiinefs, he endea- 
vours to bribe the imagination inftcad of convincing the judgment, by an 
artificial and brilliant dilj^lay of all thofc fccncs of Iplendor and domeftic 
felicity which arc fo lavillily and cxquifitcly iiourtrayed in the Cyropoedia of 
Xenophon, and Fenelon’s Telemachus , Iccncs wliich adorn the page of 
the fpeculative philofopher, but mull be confidered as mere puerilities from 
a pradical politician. 

In giving thefe reveries to the public, he m:idc ufc of a fpecious philofo- 
phical jargon, then novel, and calculated to make an impieffion on ignorant 
minds ; fmee become more common, and jullly exploiled, as the cant of 
hypocrify or enthufiafm. Its pretenlions were founded on candour, libera- 
lity of fentiment, univerfal philanthropy, and a tender concern for the hap- 
pinefs of pofterity. 

He deferibed himfelf as labouring to reinfufe the fpirit of liberty, to reform 
the morals., and to raife the fentlments of the people. . He dwelt with rapture on 
the ideas of perfetl government, and the completion offocial happinefs. He talked 
of the moral fyfiem of the ivorkl, the fyjlem of infinite zvi/doin, the imiverjal law 


aid 
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Period III, ?/ of moral duty drawn from the conjlitution of human nature^ of the general 
»7ao to 1727, ft^nefs of things. He maintained that the f tor teji and eafiejl method of arriving at 
w— 7\-— ^ real knowledge, was to trace back government to the firf good principles on which 
it is founded ; principles and meafures of conduil founded on true propojitions, all of 
which are obvious, many of them f elf -evident ; principles laid in the fyflem of 
human nature, drawn from that fource from zvhence all the duties of public and 
private morality mujl be derived. Fie boafted of the noble prerogative of governing 
a fodety of freemen by a ronfitution founded on the eternal rules of right reafon, 
and directed to promote the happhiefs of the whole, and every individual. After 
fome trite obiervations, tliat the good of the people is the ultimate and true end of 
government, and that without liberty no happinefs can be enjoyed by fociety, he 
tlyles the king the firfl fervant of the people, confiders his right as a triiji, and 
their' s, which he calls an indefeafible right, as a property. 

From the numberlefs contradidions and political abfurdities to be found 
in almoft everj'^ page of his works, I fhall fcled two inftances which relate 
to Walpole. After having deferibed the hideous modifier, corruption, and fliewn 
that unlcfs it was annihilated it would fwallow up the conftitution, and de- 
llroy thofe liberties without which no happinefs could be enjoyed by fociety ; after dif* 
playing the necefhty of Jhiitting up with all the bars and bolts of law, the principal 
entries through which the torrents of corruption have b*een let in upon us, lie adds, 
I fay the principal entries, becatifc, Imvever it may appear in mere fp)eculation, I 
think it would not be found in pratlice to be pojfible, no nor EtioiBLE neither, 
to Jhut them up all. 

After having, in a long feries of invedives, reprobated in every particular, 
and reproached the corruption of Walpole, aferibed to that all Iris power in 
the cabinet, and in the fenatc, branded him with the names of high prief,fi)ji 
mijjionary, and treafurer of corruption, he acknowledges that the afiendancy he 
had acquirea cotdd not be attributed to his fuperiority of parts, or his clumsy 
talent of bribery alone, but that his lotig continuance in office muf be af- 
eribed to the faintnefs and indeciftvenefs of oppoftUon, 

In fad, the noble writer bimfclf lived to fee the impradicability of Iris own 
Ipcculative dodrincs. He tlierefore looked forwarc^to what he called better 
times, and left his vifionary projed as a legacy to pofterity 5 / turn myfelf, he 
fays,yrow the generation that is going of, to the generation that is coming on the 
Jlage. Thus in a few words he confelfed, that all his writings, and all his 
labours were repugnant to the conftitution of human nature, as exhibited by 
his own experience. Fortunately, the baneful effeds of Bolingbroke’s influr 
«ftce were counteraded by the known profligacy ofhis principles, and the un- 
popularity 
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popularity of his charadler. For^the public prejudice againfl: him was lb 
great, that Pulteney recommende<I his departure from Eiugland, becaufe his 
co-operation rendered their caufe left relpe<ftablc *. 

His fpeculative cftufions, notwithftanding. their Iplendour of didion and 
graces of llyle, arc not conlulted as containir^ juft axioms or jjraftical pre- 
cepts ; except by thofe who wifh to avail themfelvcs of the laxity of his po- 
litical tenets, and his affedlation of recurring to -firft principles and abllradl 
dodtri-'ics, for the purpofe of fubftitutinga capricious and- theoretical fyftem> 
in the place of a well defined and limited government -f-. 


CHAPTER THE TWENTY-SIXTH: 

1723—1725. 


Diflurbances in Ireland, occajioned by Wood''s Patent. — Public and ferret Hi/-- 
tory of that T’ranfaBion. — ‘Charalder of hard Midleton. — His Difagreenient 
with the Duke of Grafton. — hidif erect Proceedings of Government. — Embar- 
rafj'ments and ConduG of Walpole. — Duke of Grafton recalled, and Lord Car-- 
teret appointed Lord Lieutenant. — Reftgnation of Lord Midleton. — Surrender 
of the Patent. — Tranfpiillity reftored. — Tumults in Scotland, on levying the 
Malt Tax. — Prudent Condiibl of Walpole. — CharaPler and Services of the Earl 
of Hay. 

T he year 1725 teemed with events of the higheft importance to the 
intereft and fecurily of England, both in regard to foreign and domeftic 
affairs, and gave fufficient employment to the cabinet. The foreign affairs 
were dillinguilhed by the celebrated treaties of Vienna and Hanover j the 

• Lord Bolin gbroke to SirWilliam Wyndham, Sir Robert Walpole, and OUkaflte's Remarhs w 
July 23* 1739. Correipoadcnce, Period VII. tht Hiftory of England ; Lena’s on tht Spirit 
t The works of Bolingbroke, principally allud- of Pah on the Idea of a patriot Kln^. ^ c. 

cd to, are The Occafional Writer, his klTays in His pollhunious Letters on the Study of Hiilo- 
thc Craftsman^ which were afterwards colIe<fitcd ry, have been ably refuted in Horace Walpole's 
and re-publiflied under the Titles of a Dijftr^ Anfmr^ and in Lelaud’s Rfjieflkm, 
iation Qti Parties^ with a larcaftical dedication to 
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domeftic tranquillity was interrupted by dillurbances m Ireland, arifing from 
Wood’s patent of coinage, and tumults in Scotland, both of which were 
fupprefled by the prudence and vigour of Walpole. 

No minifter ever fuffered more abule for the indiferetion and violence of 
others, than Sir B-obert Walpole. The tumults in Scotland, on account of 
the duty on malt, and the difturbances in Ireland, relating to Wood’s pa- 
tent, becaufe they happened* under his adminiftration, were folely attributed 
to his mifeonduft ; whereas the duty on malt was carried in the houfe of com- 
mons by the countr)'^ gentlemen, in oppofition to his fentiments ; and the 
grant of Wood’s {latent, was an unfortunate legacy left by the earl of Sun- 
derland, in which he had no other fliare than in palling it when he was at the 
head of the treafuiy'. 

To judge by the accounts generally given of that tranfaftion, it would 
appear a monfter of derpotifrn and fraud, that the halfpence were deficient 
in weight and goodncl's, and that the circulation of them would have been 
followed by the total ruin of Ireland. 

In fail, the inimitable humour of Swift, which places the kingdom on one 
fide, and William Wood on the other, has milled our judgment and capti- 
vated our imagination j and moft perfons have formed their opinion from 
his Drapier’s Letters and fatirical poems, ratlier than from authentic docu- 
ments or well attefted fa(fts. The fimple narrative of this tranfadion, ftri|j- 
ped of the exaggerated drels in which tlie m.alignant wit of the author has 
invcllcd it, is reduced to a lliort conipal's. 

7 'here being great deficiency of cojiper currency in Ireland, the king, in 
virtue of his prerogative, granted to NYilliam Wood, a patent for coining far- 
things and h.alfpence, to .the valut of 1 00,000 fterling, on certain terms 
which the patentee was bound to follow. William Wood, who in the party 
language of Swift is ridiculed under the denomination of a Jiardzvare vinn 
and a low mechanic^ was a great proprietor and renter of iron works in Eng- 
land. He had a leafe of all the mines on the crown lands in thirt 3 '^-ninc 
counties, was proprietor of leveral iron and copper works, and carried on, to a 
very confiderable amount, manufadures for the different preparations of thofe 
metals *. Among mtiny propofals fubmitted to government, that which he 
delivered was accepted, and was confitiercd.by all perfons of judgment or ca- 
pacity, not biafled by party or national prejudice, as beneficial to Ireland. 

But the natives ditl not fee it in lb favourable a light, and before the 
money was circulated, a general ferment was excited. The oftenfible caufes 
of complaint were derived from the confideration, that the king had treated 

• Anderfon’s Commerce, vol. HI. p. 134. 
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Ireland as a dependant kingdom *, that the patent was granted to a jMjrfoa 
who was not a native, that the coin was (lamped in England, and that as a 
great profit was likely to be derived, the benefit (hould have principally ac- 
crued to the public. All the attempts of the duke of Grafton, then lord 
lieutenant, to fubdue the public averfion w'ere ineffedlual. The fpirit of op- 
pofition feized all orders of men, and even many of the king’s fervants, who 
held the chief places under hisadminiftration. 

Inflamed by national zeal, the two houfes palTed addrefles to the crown 
accufing the patentee of fraud and deceit, aflerting that the terms of the pa- 
tent were infringed both in the quantity and quality of the coin, (hat the 
circulation of the halfpence w'ould be highly prejudicial to the revenue, de- 
ftrudlive of the commerce, and of moft dangerous confequence to the rights 
and properties of the fubje6ls : the commons, with an abfurdity and effron- 
tery hardly credible, declared, that even had the terms of the patent been 
complied with, the nation would have fuffered a lofs at lead of one hundred and 
fifty per cent ! and indeed the whole clamour refted on partial or ignorant 
reprefentations. It w'as not at that time expeded or dwelt on as a matter 
of fpeculative propriety, that the weight of the copper coin (hould be ade- 
quate to its circulating value ; and the affertion that Woo<l had carried on 
notorious frauds and deceits in the coinage, as advanced by Swift, and that the 
intrinfic was not equal to one eighth of the nominal value, was proved to be 
fulfe by an aflay made at the mint, under Sir Ifaac Newton, and his two aflb- 
ciates, men of no lefs honour than capacity, the rcllilt of which was, that in 
weight, goodnefs, and finenefs, it rather exceetied than fell Ihort of the con- 
ditions of the patent. 

But the clamour, however unjuft, w'as railed, and became general ; and it 
was a necelfary ad of prudence, not to increafe the ferment, by forcing 
ujx)n a nation what was confidered as unjuft and fraudulent. Lord Car- 
teret, who fucceeded the duke of Grafton in the office of lord lieutenant, 
failed no lefs than his predeceffor, in all his endeavours to obtain the introduc- 
tion of the copper money. The patent was furrendered, and tranquillity rc- 
ftored. Woo<i, as an indemnification for the lofs he had fuftained, received 
penfions to the amount of/. 3,000 a year for eight years 

Such is the public hillory of Wood’s patent ; and it is difficult to conceive 
by what means or by what intrigues this fimple tranfadion, calculated for 
the benefit of Ireland, and in which not a fmgle right was infringed, or a 
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fingle grievance inflided, could be fo mifunderftood and perverted, as to 
create a general ferment, and nearly to overthrow the adminiftration of 
Townfhend and Walpole. The fecret hiftory of this event, which the docu> 
meats, under my infpedion, enable me to give, will aflift in tracing the riio- 
tives and caufes which gave rile to the difturbances, and finally occafioned 
the furrender of the patent. 

The emoluincats arifing from the difpofal of the patent for fupplying 
Ireland witli copper coin, were given by Sunderland to the duchefs of 
Kendal, who fold it to Wood. . Sunderland had warmly recommended it to 
his friend, the duke of Bolton, who was at that time lord lieutenant ; but he 
met with fo much difficulty in his attempts to countenance and fupport the 
projod: under hand, that he had neither courage or inclination to propofe a 
ll'hcme which he forefaw would greatly embarrafs his adminiftration. On his 
death, the duke of Grafton was promoted to that high officcj at the recom- 
mendation of Walpole ; he confented to bring it forward, and was promifed 
the fupport of the king’s friends in Ireland. 

Wal{)ole, on fucceeding Sunderland at the head of the treafury, inftantly 
faw and appreciated the difficulties in which this tranfatlion would Involve 
him i and with as much franknefs as his fituation at that time would permit, 
remonftrated againft the grant, as likely to become unpopular; but being un- 
willing to offend the duchefs of Kendal, the extent of whofe influence over 
the king, he had unfortunately experienced, reludlantly fubmitted to what 
be could not prevent, and employed every means in his power to remedy the 
abufes and obviate the difficulties. He took the advice of the attorney and 
folicitor general, obtained the ratification of the lord chancellor of England, 
and by proper aflays at the mint, fccured the execution of the terras ftipu- 
lalcd by the patent, which at length paffed the ufual forms, and was fent to 
the lord lieutenant for the purpofe of being put into execution. 

When the duke of Grafton returned to Ireland in Auguft 1723, things 
were in a ftate very different from that in which they had been crroneoufly 
reprefented to him by the Englifh cabinet. He found a ferment riling in 
the nation ; a general averfion to the patent ; and a moft decided oppofition 
from thofe who, as he had reafon to believe, had promil'ed their warmeft fup- 
port. The charadcr and condinft of the duke of Grafton, w'ere not calcu- 
lated to conciliate parties, or to reftore union and harmony in a country like 
Ireland, diftratfted with troubles, and abounding with perfons difaffefted to 
the Englifli government. He was a nobleman of high honour and dilinterefted 
probity ; but proud and imperious, fretful and choleric, and highly confeious 
9 of 
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of his dignified fituation. Though by no means deficient in abilities, yet be 
did not potlel's fufficieht Ikill and addrefs to guide the helm of Hate in a diffi- 
cult period: he was well cliaraderifed by his friend, Walpole, as a fear 
weather pilot, that did not know how to aEl, when the firjl form arofe. 

The fuccefs of the meafure was principally impeded by the unexpefted 
and inflexible oppofition of lord chancellor Midleton, who has, on that ac- 
count, incurred the bitter reproaches of Walpole, Townfliend, and the duke 
of Grafton, in their correl]}ondence with each otlier. Upon a candid review 
of his conduft, however, it appears that he was aiftiiated by no improper mo- 
tives, but, in common with many other perfons in Ireland, confidered the 
plan imprudently introduced, and inimical to the true interefts of the coun- 
try. The private letters which pafl'ed between him, his brother, and Ton, 
and which I am enabled to lay before tlic public, will afford a clear explana- 
tion of his motives; and a comparifon of them with tliofe of the two mi- 
niifers, and of the duke of Grafton, relieve the charafters of each party from 
much of that obloquy which liowed from the rage ot clilcordant politics. 

Alan Brodrick*, defeended from an illuftrious family, wliofe aaccflors 
may be traced from the conqueH, was lecond fon of Sir Saint John Brodrick, 
knight, of Richmond in Yorklhire, and of Wandfworth, who obtained a 
grant of lands, in the county of Monaghan, during the government of Oliver 
Cromwell. l ie performed fuch eircntial fervices in affilling the reftoration, 
that he procured a farther grant of alaige ellate in the county of Corkc, and 
obtained a charter from Charles the Second, lor the towzi of Midleton to 
return two members to parliament, 

Alan was bred up to the law, and rofe to fuch eminence in that profef- 
fion, that in 1695, he was appointed folicitor general, and being chofen mem- 
ber for the city of Corke in 1703, he was unanimoufly cleded Ipcakcr of the 
houfe of commons, attached himfelf to the Whigs, and having oppofed fomc 
bills which were favoured by the duke of Ormond, lord lieutenant, he was 
removed from the place of folicitor general. In 1707, when the Whig ad- 
miniftration was formed, he was made attorney general, and in 1709, chief 
iutticc ot the Queen’s Bench ; but was removed in 1711, when the Tories 
came into power. He was cln)(en, in 171 3, member for the county of Corke, 
and again cleded t'peaker by the Whigs, in oppofition to the cattle intcrcfl. 

During the latl years of queen Anne, he proved his faithful attachment 
to the religion and conflitution, by promoting the fucceflion of the houfe of 
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t7»otoi727.' who were inclined to reftorc the Pretender. In reward for thefe eminent fer- 
‘u.ii-v— -.ju* acceffion of George the Firft, nominated chancellor of 

Ireland, in .1715 was created a peer, by the title of baron Brodrick, and in 
X 7 1 7, advanced to the dignity of vifeount Midleton. In the fame year he 
was alfo chofen member of the Britiflr Parliament for Midhurll in Suflex, 
which borough he continued to reprefent till his death. When the fundions 
of his high office did not render bis prefence neceflary in Ireland, his eloquence 
and abilities were ufeful in fupporting the meafures of government in England. 

As he confidercd himfelf obliged to Sunderland for his promotion to an 
Irifli peerage, he attached himfelf to the party of that minifler. But neither 
his obligation or intereft could induce him to fwerve from his duty to his 
country, 'or to fupport adminiftration in meafures which he difapproved. 
He refilled all the folieitations, offers and menaces of Sunderland, to vote in 
favour of the peerage bill, and he perfifted in oppofition to the requell of the 
lord lieutenant, and the orders of the fovereign. The minutes * of his con- 
verfations with Sunderland and others on that occafion, and the rules W'hich 
he laid down for his condudl, afford evident proofs of his integrity and firm- 
nefs, and do honour to his memory. His rcfiifal in this inllance offended 
Sunderland, and nothing but the difficulty of finding a proper fuccelTor for 
the office of lord chancellor prevented his difgrace. He was treated how- 
ever, with fo much coldnefs and dilrcgard, that for three years he cxpedled 
every moment to be difmified j a fituation of uncertainty, which he bore 
with unexampled patience and dignity. 

On the death of Sunderland, he attached himfelf to Carteret, in oppofition 
to Townfhend and Walpole. He joined to a natural warmth and vehemence 
of temper, which he himfelf was the firft to acknowledge, an high confeiouf- 
nefs of his own talents and influence, which produced an unbending perti- 
nacity of opinion, and a difplay, often oftentatious, of his own fervices and 
importance. He poflelied great dignity of fentiment, and a fpirit fo inde- 
pendent# that he would not permit even his perfonal efteem for the king to 
bias his condud in the duties of his high ftation he confidercd the falary of 
office his due’ for his exertions as chancellor, and thought himfelf at liberty 
to ad, vote, and fpeak in parliament (as a lord) juft in the fame manner 
while he was on the woolfack, as he would have done on one of the benches 
The warmth of liis temper was increafed by the ftill greater warmtli of his 
brother and fon. 

f See Correfpondence. 
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His elder brother, Thomas Brodrick, had from his firft entrance into life, 
uniformly promoted the Proteflant fuccelHon. He was a member of the 
privy coun.cil to king William, and fat in the Englifh parliament for the bo- 
rough of Stockbridge, and afterwards for Guildford ; and in the Irilb parlia- 
hient for the county of Corke. In confidcration of his fervices, he was by the 
Whigadminiftration made comptroller of the fait duties, and joint comptroller 
of the army with Sir Philip Meadows, which places hereiigncd in 171 j, when 
the Tories came into power. On the acceflion of George the Firft, he was 
again appointed a member of the privy council, but was not gratified with 
any place. As chairman of the fecret committee for the examination of the 
South Sea affairs, he had acquired great popularity, and had ftoo'd forth one 
of the warmeft advocates for fevere and rigorous meafures againft the di- 
rectors, and thofe who had in any degree jiromoted the South Sea fclieme. 
As a Whig, he was ftrongly attached to the principles of that party; gene- 
rally fupported government, but not uniformly; potTeffTed great weight 
among the country gentlemen inclined to the Whig intereft, and not unfre- 
quently had propofed and carried queftions in oppofition to the known fen- 
timents of the minifter. He was held in high eftimation by the king, as the 
head of a family which had ever Ihewn an unabated zeal in favour of his 
fucceflion ; and had been courted by Sunderland, and after his death, by 
Carteret and Roxburgh. He was a man of high fpirit and probity, but his^ 
temper was violent, captious, and overbearing. 

Saint John Brodrick, fon of lord Midlcton, was not deficient in talents 
and knowledge; poflefled great /kill in debating, which he managed with 
good effedl in the Irilh houlc of commons, where his father’s advice and in- 
tereft rendered him highly refpefted. He was prefumptuous and confident ; 
fanguine in his hopes, and vehement in his purfuits ; affefting great forefight, 
Ihgacity, and difeernment. He was highly irritable, readily provoked, but 
o])en to flattery and eafy of delufion. He was firft chofen a member of the 
Irifh parliament for the borough of Midlcton, and afterwards reprefented, 
until his death, the city of Corke. He was eleifted in 1721,31x1 in the new 
parliament, which a/Tembled in 1722, for Beralfton, in Dpvonfliire. 

Both the brother and fon caballed with lord Carteret, and feem to have 
conceived a violent antipathy againft Walpole, which was heightened by his 
oppofing the bill for permitting the importation of Jrifli calicoes. 7 'hc 
proud confeioufnefs entertained by lord Midlcton of his abilities and in- 
fluence in Ireland, was increafed by the repeated accounts tranfmitted from 
his brother and fon, of the king’s high fenfe of the (ervices rendered by the 
whole family, and by Carteret’s repeated declarations, that he alone was cajiablc 
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of governing Ireland. His oppofition received an additional impulfo 
the llinguinc reprelcntations of his Ion, that the power of Walpole was declin- 
ing, and a full convidjon that the combination ot Cadc^an, Carteret, and 
Roxburgh, would triumph in the cabinet. 

An unfortunate mifunderflanding had taken place between the duke of 
Grafton and lord Midleton, who, in the capacity of one of the lord’s juftices, 
had direfted the adminillrationof affairs, and confeious of his influence in the 
two houfes of parliament, expedted to retain the fame power on the arrival 
of the new lord lieutenant. The duke of Grafton, however, was by no 
means inclined to place implicit confidence in the chancdlor, who had fliewn 
lb many inftances of an intradl^ble temper, and hollility to Waipolc, He 
courted tlic oppofite party in the cabinet, and particularly confulted his com- 
petitor for authority, William Conolly, Ipeaker of the houfc of commons, by 
v.'hom he was almoll implicitly direded. On his arrival in Ireland in l 
he was oflended at tlie chancellor, for difrefpedful behaviour, and bitterly 
complained to the archbilhop of Dublin, who being inimical to Wooii’s 
initont, did not conceal, or perhaps exaggerated the diliatisfadion of tljt} 
lord lieutenant. The condud of lord Midleton, in parliament was fo offers 
five to the duke of Grafton, that lie connived at the pafling of a vote of cen- 
fare in the lioufe of lords, for delays of jufticc, occafioned by his abfcnce from 
Ireland. This infult, folely aferibed, by lord Midleton, to the duke of Giafton, 
incrcafcd the mifunderflarKlingj and the duke was to inccnled, that he pe- 
remptorily infilled on his exclufion from the number of lords juftices during 
his ab fence. 

Tliele jealoufies, fomented by Carteret, laid the foundation of a fuccefsfui 
oppofition to the introdudion of Wood’s coinage, which oppofition was aided 
by the concurrence of indifereet and unpopular proceedings. 

Great diferedit was thrown ujx»n the meafure, by a report, induftriouflf 
circulated, that the jirofits of the patent were to be fliared between Wood 
and the duchefs of Kendal. This fad was infidioufly communicated by Car- 
teret, to Alan Brodrick, fecond fon of lord Midleton, during his vifit at 
Hanover, tranfmitted by him to his friends in Dublin, and foon made public 
by various allufions of Swift, in his writings and political ballads, in one of 
vvhicli he fays : 

“ fF/ien late a feminine magician, 

“ Join’d with a brazen politician, 

“ Expos’d, to blind a nation’s eyes, 

“ A parchment of prodigious fize 

* /k Simile on onr Want of Silver, and the only Way to remedy it. 
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The indilcrctiOii of Wood, and of his friends in Ireland, was alfo 
detrimental to his enufe. They exaggerated the quantity of coin to be 
ill'ued, and the gains which would accrue to the patentee, and made repeated 
boafts of his power and influence in the Engllfli cabinet. Wood hiinl'elf of- 
fended the privy council, by obferving, that if a proclamation was neceflliry, 
he could have it, or any thing that vv.is wanting toinforce the currency of his 
coin ; and that the complaints and remonftrances were not inteoded againlt 
him, but againft the Icing and miniftry for making the grant. 

The mifeondudt of government was fHll greater. The patent was pafled 
without formally confulting either the lord lieutenant or privy council, and 
its contents were concealed in Ireland ; by thefc moans exaggerated rumours 
of its evil tendency were diff'ufed, which were univerfally credited, and not 
found to be fall'e, until their wide circulation had made a deep impreflion 
on the public mind, which it was impoffiblc to efface. The lord lieutenant 
landed on the 13th of Auguft. He had fcarccly affumed the reins of go- 
vernment, before he publicly declared, that he was perfedly unconcerned in 
the event, that the patent was paffed before he was made acquainted that it 
was in agitation, and that he had no inftrudlions about it from the king or 
the minillry. On the 13th of September, an addrel's was prefented Irom 
both houfes, requefting informatioii concerning the patent. In his anlwer, 
returned the 14th, he declared that he had neither the j)atent, nor any copy, 
nor even any paper which would give them any fatisfadion ; but on the i6th, 
when the houfe was aftually alTernblecl w'ith a view to make a Itrong remon- 
ftrance on the fubjedt, Hopkins, the lecretaiy to the lord lieutenant, in- 
formed the fpeaker, that aperfon attended without with the excmpliflcation 
of the patent, which, by miftakc, had been delivered to the lord lieutenant’s 
fervant, inflead of his private fecretary, and miflakl. 

Even after the irrcfiftible oppofition which Ibcwed itfelf in parhamcnl,no at- 
tempts were made to foften or conciliate thofe members who were againfl 
the patent ; on the contrary, fome were received at the callle wUh cokinels ; 
others were treated with marks of indignity, and Saint John Brodrick wa* 
flighted and offended. By thefe means, the lord lieutenant precluded al! 
conticlenlial intercourfe with the chancellor and his friends, who were pre- 
vented from explaining the motives of their condud, and undeceiving him in 
thole points in which he had been mifinforrried. 

The condud of Walpole himfelf was not at lirfl; marked with his ufual cau- 
tion. He fuffered the lord lieutenant to depart witl.out fpecitic inltrudions in 
whatmannerhewastoad, fhouki the parliament opi'iofc theintrodudionot the 
coinage. He trufted too much to the reprefentations of thole who were friends 
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to government, and who were either ignorant of the real fituatiou of affairs, 
or unwilling to offend, by tranfmitting difagrecable truths which they well 
knew would be communicated by others. He did not fufficiently appreciate 
the great influence of the chancellor and his family, in both houlcs of parlia- 
ment, and when that influence appeared pralominant, he attributed the 
flrength ofoppofition folely to the combination oftheBrodrickswithlord Carteret, 
He bitterly accufed lord Midleton of treachery and low cunning, of having 
made, in his fpceclies, diflindiions between the king and his minillers, of ca- 
balling with Carteret, Cadogan, and Roxburgh, and of purfuing that line 
of condudf, becaufc he was of opinion the oppofitp party in the cabinet 
would gain the afcendancy. He did not believe the diflurbances to be In 
ferious as they were reprefented, nor was he fatisfied with the duke of 
Grafton’s conduft, as being folely diredted by Conolly, but declared that 
the part afted by Conolly, almojl excufed what the Brodricks had done *. 

Notwithftanding this confeflion, he refolved to fupport the duke of 
Grafton in his refentment againft; the chancellor, and obtained from the king 
a promife, that he fliould be removed whenever it was thought expedient, 
and the formal notification was nrade by lord Carteret to the lord lieutenant. 
But his removal was confidered at the prefent moment impnufticable, by the 
temper and fituation of Ireland, and by the influence of lord Midleton’s friends 
in the Britifh cabinet. 

Carteret complained to the king, that his m.ajefl;y’s name and authority 
had been ufed to gratify the private pique and refentment of the lord lieu- 
tenant againft the chancellor; imputed the diflurbances of Ireland prin- 
cipally to that fource, and induced the king to declare that thofe ought to 
be employed who were moll capable of ferving him. Thomas Brodrick, in 
an audience of the king, expoftulatcd againft the propofed indignity of ex- 
cluding his brother from the lift of lords juftices, proved the weaknels of the 
duke of Grafton’s government, and the prcponderancy of the chancellor’s ])arty, 
which lufficicntly appeared from the vote of congratulation, pafled by the 
corhmons, in favour of lord Midleton, contrary to the avowed influence of 
the lord lieutenant. This remonftrance effedually convinced the king of the 
impropriety of the meafures which had been hitherto purfued, and irritated 
him to Inch a degree; that Waljxile became alhamed and uneafy at the con- 
duct of the lord lieutenant, which brought him into the greateft difficulties 
he had ever experienced. He diTcovered that he had been deceived by the 
milfeprefentations fent from Ireland, that lord Midleton had great power 
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ami influence, and could not be difpenfed with in the formation of a cabi- 
net. Refolved to withdraw his lupport from the duke of Grafton, and effed; 
his removal, he had determined to obtain the appointment cither for the 
duke of Bolton, or the duke of Dorfet, and the arrangement was on the point 
of being made ; when the duke of Argyle embarraflfed him, by claiming that 
high dignity for himfelf. This uncxpedlcd demand fufpended the execution 
of his plan, and together with the increafing ferment in Ireland, rendered k 
expedient to adopt a new line of condudl. He found that a queftion of the 
highcfl confequence was involved in this difpute, no lefs than the indepen- 
dence of Ireland j a favourite topic, urged by Molineux, promoted by the 
archbiihop of Dublin, and ably fupported by Swift, in his Drapier’s Letters, 
and other publications. He was too prudent to fufler this delicate fubjedt to 
be difculfcd in parliament. He hekl frequent conferences with Saint John 
Brodrick, who had taken his feat in the Englifli parliament, attentively 
liflcncd to his accounts of the proceedings, confcfl'ed that lie had been grolsly 
milled, fpoke in terms of the highcll refped of the chancellor’s charadcr 
and talents, infmuated that the duke of Grafton was about to be recalled, 
and was only continued in his poll until a proper fucceflbr could be ap- 
pointed j difclainied any intention of excluding lord Midleton from being 
one of the lord jutlices, and fuccccded fo far as to foften, in fomc meafure, 
the violent afperity which had long dillinguifhed that flimily. 

At this period the ftrugglc * in the cabinet, which terminated in the 
triumph of Townlhend and Walpole, was fijially decided. It had been their 
original intention to remove Carteret iiitirely, but the embarrafllnent ariling 
from the claim of the duke of Argyle, and the great difficulty of managing 
Ireland, rendered it necefl’ary to find a perfon who would j)romotc the 
patent, and be likely to perfuade lord Midleton, and thofc who afted with 
him, to foften their oppofition. In this dilemma, lord Carteret was removed 
from the office of fccrctary of (late to the lord lieutenancy of Ireland. 
Lord Midleton was continued in the office of chancellor, confiituted one of 
the lord juftices, and Saint Joiin Brodrick was nominated a member of the 
privy council. 

At the fame time every effort was made to conciliate the people of Ireland, 
and to induce them to receive the currency. A report was drawn up by Wal- 
pole and fubmitted to the king in council, After fully juflif\ ing Wood 
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f The original is in Sir Robert Walpole’s hand vvriling, asnonp; the Orfnrd faircK. 
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from tlic cl'.argQ of not baving fulfilled the terms ol liis contract, and fitewing 
■ that his half|)encc exceeded in value and vveigh.t llic conditions required in 
the patent, it rtcoininended to tlic king, that it would be advifable to 
order, that infiead of yf. 100,000, Wood fliould be })C!mittcd to import 
into Ireland only 40,000, to be current to fuch as voKintarily plcafcd to 
accej)t them : tlic king lent his order in conformity to tins advice. 

The report, thougli drawn up witii great ])recillon and clearnels, made no 
impren'ion. It was anfwercd by Swift in the Drapicr’s Letters ; his hardv alPer- 
tions and falle repreicntations were im]>licitly believed, and the [.•0])u!ar out- 
cry was ib violent, tliat tire lords juftices refured to itiuc the orders for tiie 
circulation of the coin. A general panic feized even tlie king’s bcfl friends, 
who w'cre apprclicnfive of popular commotions. People of all doferiptions 
and parties llvicked in crouds to the bankers to demand their money, and 
drew their notes with an exprefs condition to be paid in gold or filver. The 
jniblidiers of the moil trcafonable pamphlets cicaiied with impunity, pro- 
vided Wood and his jiatcnt W'ere introduced into the W'ork. The grand 
juries could fcarcely be induced to find any bill againfl: fuch delinquents ; 
no witneiies in the profeemtion were fafo in their perfons j and no juries 
were inclined, or if inclined could venture, to find them guilty Not 
content with rofuling to bring in a bill of indidment againft the printer 
of the Drapicr’s Letters, the next grand jury of Dublin, in a prefentment 
drawn up by Swift, prefented all perlbns as enemies to the government, wLo 
fliould endeavour, by fraud or otherwife, to impofc Wood’s halfpence on the 
people. 

Jn this alarming date of affairs, Walpole adled with becoming mode- 
ration: he faw that the popular frenzy was fo flrong, that it would be 
madnefs to attempt introducing the copper currency by force; that to re- 
peat the orders to the lords judiccs, who had declared their refolution 
not to obey them, would only again expofe the king’s honbur, without the 
fmalleft hopes of fuccefs ; that although to j)crmit them to continue after 
that refufal, would be to renounce for ever all authority of the crown, yet to 
remove them on this account, would increale their popularity fo much, 
that they might be able to countcradl the mcafures of government He 
refolvcd, therefore, to adt a temporifing part ; to fend over lord Carteret 
'without a moment’s delay to bring the people gradually to a proper tem])er ; 
to fufpend or furrender the patent as circumdanccs rec],uirccl; and, after 
the reftoration of tranc]uillity, to remove the chancellor, and to appoint 
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new lords jufticcs, of whom, at Icafl the majority tlioiud be natives of Engr 
land. 

On his arrival in Ireland, Carteret fouiul himfelf in a very delicate and 
cmlrarraffed fituatit)n, and at lirft view his rvliole conduA in tliis trankud ion 
is myfterious and inexplicable, lie had fecretly oppoied the [.nilcnl, t'o~ 
rnented the dirct)atents and jealoufics of lord Midlcton and the Brodricks, 
and excited, underhand, the dillurbances in IrelaiKl. In the frequent con- 
ferences which he held with Thomas and Saint John Brodrick, accounts 
of whicli were tranfmitted to lord Midlcton, he appeared fo hoflile to 
the patent, that Saint John Brodrick liiys of him, “ Lord Carteret is jrer- 
feflly free from all fufpirioii of being concerned in, or wifliing well to this 
bale jsrojccl * and lord Midletoti fuipected that AVood’s patent would 
be inliiled on by AAkilpole, merely wit h a view to embarrafs lord Ca.rteret, 
and create ditlicultics to his adininillration 'f. But he had no fooner taken 
upon him the office of lord lieutenant, than he ]Momote<.l the introdu^lion 
of the copper coin witli fo much zeal, as induced lord Midlcton, who was 
aftonilhed at the change of his fentiments, to obferve, that he could not: 
have employed more induflry to attain his end, even if the fuccefs of his la- 
bours would be attended with an entire reflitution of the favour and autho- 
rity which he formerly enjoyed. 

The motives of his condud arc well explained by lord Midlcton, in his 
letters to liis brother. His li'cret fentiments were Arongly in favour of the 
jratent, bccaufe it was propoled by his frientl Sunderland, and lie always 
maintained its validity, as derived from tlic ])rerogative of the king, which, 
vcilcil in the crown the righf of coining money. But vvilli a view to cm- 
Ixirrals Walpole and Townfhend, whom he wifhed to remove, he I'ecretiy 
favoured the oppolition in Ireland, caballed with the Brcjdricks, fpokc flight- 
ingly of the duke of Grafton, and infinuatcd that the duchefs of Kendal had a 
fharc in the profits of the patent. He exaggerated the alarm, and irritated 
tlie king by re])eated reprefentations, that thcdifconteiits in Ireland were owing 
to the umbrage which the duke of Grafton had given (o lord Midlcton. His 
hopes of overturning his livabs by thefe means were fo I’anguine, as induced 
him to acknowledge to Saint Jolin Brodrick, that the patent was the luckiefl 
incident that could have occurred in favour of his ))arty in the cabinet. Bui; 
lie was no fooner convinced that his credit with the king was declining, aiu! 
that he fisould be removed from the office of fecrctary of Bate, than 
lie prevented his total difgrace by agreeing to accept the lord lieutcfuincy 

* Saint John Ci'miritk to lord Midlcton, May lo, 1724. t Correrpondeiu c, j). 42^- 
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under the promife of promoting the patent, and of prevailing with his 
friend lord Midleton to defift from his ojipofition. He confided in his 
own efforts and addrefs to effeft the introdudlion of the money, when lower- 
ed to £. 40,000 ; and to flop the difeuffion on the queftion concerning the 
independency of Ireland. 

In conformity with thefc promifes, lord Carteret employed all his addrefs, 
and ufed the great influence which he poffefled over his friend, to prevail 
on him to promote, or at leafl; not to oppofc the introduftion of the coin. 
But all his efforts failed. Neither flattery, promifes, or threats, had any 
effeft ; Midleton uniformly and decidedly perfifted in his oppolition ; while 
he expreffed the higheft obligation to the lord lieutenant, he declared that his 
duty to his country was paramount to every other confideration, and re- 
fufed to give any affiftancc to government, until the patent was abfolutely 
furrendered. This condud drew upon him the refentment of his former 
friend : he was received at the caflle witli coldnefs and referve, and confidered 
as an enemy to the king’s government ; he accordingly refigned the feals 
with difguft, and Richard Weft, one of the king’s counfel, was appointed lord 
chancellor in his place. 

The inflexibility of lord Midleton annilulatcd all hopes of fuccefs; the king 
followed the advice fuggefted by Walpole, and confented to procure the fur- 
render of the patent. In the fpecch from thctliroiK’, the lord lieutenant obferved, 
“ I have his majefty’s commands at the opening of this feflion, to acquaint 
“ you, that an entire end is put to the patent, formerly granted to Mr. 
“ Wood, for the coining of copper halfpence and farthings for this king- 
“ dom, by a full and cffcdual furrendcr thereof to his majefty, an exemplifi- 
“ cation of which, under the great feal of Great Britain, fliall be laid before 
“ you. So remarkal)le an inftance of -his majefty’s royal favour and con- 
*‘*defcenfion, muft fill the hearts of a loyal and obedient people with the 

higheft fenfe of duty and gratitude; and I doubt not, but you will make 
“ fuch fuitable returns as may convince the world, that you are truly fen- 
“ fible of the happinefs you have enjoyed under his majefty’s moft mild and 
“ gracious government, ever fince his acceflion to the throne of thefe kingr 
“ doms ; and that the prefeiwation of all our religious and civil rights muft 
“ ever be owing, under God, to the fupport of his majefty’s government, 
“ and the fucceflion in his royal houfe 

The gracious manner in which the furrender of the patent was announced, 
an compliance with the wiflies of the nation, did not fatisfy the party in 
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c»ppofit‘0n. , Tlieir great objed was to fliew that the furrcncler was Iblely 
Owing to the kmg, and to caft reproaches on the EngliHi adminiftration, as 
if tlicy lud occaftoned the diftuvhanees, by promoting the ])atent, and had 
been uniformly averfe to its revocation. With tliis view, when the primate 
moved an addrefs of thanks to the lord lieutenant for his fpeech at the 
opening of the fefllon, particularly to exprefs their grateful fenfe of the 
king s goodnejs and condefeenfton for putting an end to Wood' s patent, the arcli- 
bithop of Dublin propofed inferting the words, “ and great wifdom," obferv- 
ing, in juflification of this amendment, that the miniflers had been tlu. 
authors of the patent, but that the king had been rvife enough to fee the 
mifehiefs, and accordingly revoked it. He was powerfully fcconded by lord 
Midleton, and the motion for the amendment was carried. For the pur- 
pofe of counterafling this luggcllion, the primate laid before thef committee, 
an addrefs i'omewhat diftering in form from the refolution of the houfe, and 
with the omilhon of the words wifdom-, but the lords in oppofition 
infifling, that the committee was bound to receive thole exprefl'ions, the 
primate was compelled to add them. On the 23d, however, the friends of 
government obtained their point. When the report of the addrefs from the 
committee was laid before the houfe, a motion was made to leave out the 
obnoxious words j and after a ftrenuous oppofition, in which lord Midleton 
exerted himfclf with great ability and with much petulance, was carried 
by 2 1 againfl 1 2 *. 

This victoiy decided, in favour of government, the fi ruggle in the houle 
of loixls, and the decillon of the firft queltion in the commons, promifed a 
liinilar ilfuc. An aduVeCs was moved, acknowledging tire king’s great good- 
nefs and condeicenfion in obtaining a full and cfi'edual furrender of the 
patent, and expreffing a grateful fenfe of all favours, and of the many 
blcffings enjoyed under his mild and gracious government. The unanimity 
with which this addrefs was carried, without a fingle dillenting voice, feemed 
to augur a quiet and fuccefsful feflion ; but the friends of lord Midleton, 
amongfl whom Saint John Brodrick was the moll able and the moll vio- 
excited a warm oppofition, which required fome time and much ma- 
nagement before it fubfided. 

When a propofal for a fupply was laid before the houfe, it was agreed to 
in general terms; but the grant was delayed under various pretences. A 
committee being appointed to examine the public accounts, and the amount 
of the national debt, the llatenient of government was not allowed. The-- 
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cicl't was iakl to l;sc magnified witli a view to obtain a larger fum than was 
rcciu'iite, and it was liainicuiarly chjeded, that no credit was given for caOi 
in tl)c liands of the coilcctors, and for feveral folvcnt branches of the revenue 
not yet rcccivcc! ; vanous ’.vlolutions were pafled, vvliicli einbarraired govern- 
ment, or delayed the [)a\'n'.cnt of the army ; a tax on falaries, profits of em- 
])loynient, places and [jcufions, was carried in oppofition to the callle intcrci'l : 
But afterfomc (Irugglc, the ways and*mcans were voted and on the Stli 
of March tlie lord licuienant put an end to this llormy felhon. 

Tlie fciiueut iiaving lublided, and public confidence being reftored by 
thefe prudent compliances, lord Midlcton quitted Ireland, and iettled in 
England until the time of his death'}', Carteret was permitted to retain 
only a nornii’al power ; tire principal authority was vefted in Dr. Hugii 
Boulter, vvdio had, from the bilhoprick ofBriflol, been railed, in 1724, to the 
primacy of Ireland, and arcfolution was adopted of filling the high charges of 
date with the natives of Isngland, which the primate conliclcrcd as an cfl'en'.ial 
requilite for the maintenance of public tranquillity, and for the cafe of thole 
who governcil in Ireland 

During the progrcls of the diilurbances in Ireland, Scotland became the 
fccnc of liniilar agitations. 

Since the union, the nat ives of Scotland had objcAed to the pay ment of 
many taxes impoled by the Britilh parliament on the united kingdoms, and 
had (hewn thcinlelvcs particularly averle to the duty on malt, whicfi they long 
evaded under various jiretcnccs. 

The Englifh country gentlemen were highly diflatisfied with this exemp- 
tion of the Scotch from a burden which was confidered as heavy and griev - 
ous. Accordingly, when in a committee of ways and means, t!ic continuance 
of the malt tax was propofed, Thomas Brodrick moved to adjourn tlic com- 
mittee till Monday, for tlic purpofe of conlidering of a method for obliging 


* Proceedings of the parliament in Ireland, 
Hiftorical Regffter for i 

f Before his reuirii to England, Fawkener, 
the printer, requefted permillion to dedicate tin; 
Drapier’i Letters to him, as the prelcrvcr of 
Iritli liberty, and the father of bis comitry, 
but he declined it in terms of high indignation. 

It redounds, indeed, much to liis honour, 
that although lord Mi<lleton refufed to fiip- 
port the patent, yet he condemned, in the 
llrongetl terms, the violent conduct of Swift, 
and of his p.atron the archbifliop of Dublin, 


whom he reprefents as the two iierfons from 
wliofe politics and wrangling, In land had re- 
ceived more daittage than it could have been 
in the power of its worft enemies to have 
brouglit upon it.— Lord Midletoii to Thomas 
Brodrick, November 17, 1724. Correipon- 
dcnct-,— Lord Midleton died in 1727. 
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Scotland to paj' a proportionate part of the duty on malt. Walpole, fore- 
I'ccing the evil efFcfts which might rcfult from ufing compulfory means, op- 
pofed the motion ; but finding the fenfe of the houfe againft him, pru-^ 
dently fuffered the adjournment to pafs without a divifion. On the next 
meeting, however, of the committee, he contrived to evade any alteration in 
the bill, which was continued as ufual for one year. But the clamours of the 
country gentlemen were fo vioknt, that in the next leffion it was ])ropoled, 
that infiead of the duties on malt in Scotland, a duty of fixpence thould be 
paid for every barrel of beer or ale and the quefi ion was carried by a ma- 
jority of 133 votes againft 41 f. 

This aft liad fcarccly pafled before the people of Scotland were influenced 
by miftatements of its tendency, and by a partial reprefentation of tife 
relative fituations of Scotland and England, A legal argument was 
dnawn up with much flcil), put itito familiar language, circulated with great 
aftivity, and had an rdarmiiigefleft upon the public mind. It was thus ftated : 
The Scots aft of Charles the Second, palFed in 1681, ilands yet unrepcal- 
ed, which declares that the right of fucceffion to the crown (hall devolve ac- 
cording to proximity of blood j that no difterence in religion can alter or 
divert it ; and that it is high treafon, l)y writing, fpeaking, or othervvays to 
endeavour any alteration or diverfion, or to debar the fuccclTor from the 
immediate, aftu.al, and free adminiftralion of the government. The only 
bar to tiic validity of this aft, is the treaty of union, wliidi was contraftetl. 
by two indci)cndcnt kingdoms, and was to remain in force as long, and 
no longer, than each tullilled its ariicles. It is univcrially acknovvJcdged 
by the public la'v of nations, and confirmed by the realbn'of the law which 
prevails in private contiafts, that the violation of any material articles of a 
compact is a legal dlflblution of the whole. The refolutions tjf the houfe 
of commons, which transferred the duty on mall to a duty on beer, being 
contrary to the 6t h and 7th articles of the Union, will dillblve that Union ; 
the yfillblution of tiie Union, by bringing the Scots adt into force, inllantly 
dethrones George the Firft, and renders the next in fucceffion of the line of 
Stuarts king of Scotland. The people are relcalal from tlicir oath to the 
diflblved government, and under no obligation to obey tlie laws of the re- 
venue 5 and the commiffions of the judges who arc entruiled W'ith the exe- 
cution of thole laws, are become void. It was alio obferved, that the annals 
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.of liiiloTy afford many inflances, where infradions of compads, though con- 
fiilcred at the time of little confequence, have proved no lefs deftrudive to the 
party which made the encroadiments, than to thofe who were oppreffed. Ifrael 
having once revolted, upon a trifling occafion, from Judah, the feat of go- 
vernment, powcrfid in wealth and arms, could never be reduced to obedi- 
ence, and became a leparate kingdom. Sweden joined to Denmark by the 
union of Calmar, was rekafed txom its dependence by the breach of that 
union on the part of Denmark ; and a defender was found in Guftavus Va(a, 
who rcfl.ored liberty to his native countr)\ The United Provinces, opprefled 
by taxes, and lhackled in the free excrcife of religion, fhook off the yoke of 
Spain, under tire powerful government of Philip the Second ; the Scots 
^gave fufficient proofs of their refiftance to repeated oppreflions under the 
reigns of Charles the Second, and James the Seventh, and they are now 
called upon to rcliff tiie tyranny of tlie minifter, who keeps the king and 
country in chains, and is attempting to rivet a tax on this country, which is 
an infringement of the Uniori, and hoftile to their liberty and indepen- 
dence *. 

Thefe reprefentations had a ftrong effeft, and a general ferment took 
place, in a country like Scotland, which teemed witli Jacobites, and where, ac- 
cording to the expreffionsof the earl of Hay, hy a longfericsofm-adminiJlrn/loH, 
the meu letter of the lazv had little or no effeB ■with the people. The public, dif- 
contents broke out at Glalgow on the 2 iff of June, w'hcn the comtniffioners 
of the cxcifc were {rreparing to do their duty, and the people threatened to 
Hone them if they attempted to vifit the malt-houfes. Application being 
made to general. Wade, commander in chief of the forces in that part of 
Scotland, he fent two companies of foldiers, under the command of captain 
Bufliel, for the purpofe of fupporting the commiffioners, and quelling any 
riot. 

The populace affemblcd in confiderable numbers, repeatedly exclaiming, 
“ Down with Walpole, and up with Seaforth j the Mackenfies are up in the 
“ north, and will foon come to our afliftancc •f.” They broke open and 
plundered the houfe of Daniel Campbell, member for the city j affaulted and 
drove away the troops, who were finally compelled in their own defence to 
.fire ; and after killing and wounding three or four, retreated in good order 
;to Dumbarton. 


• Grant’s Letter to Sir Robert Walpole. t General Wade’s Letter to tlic duke of 
Orford Papers. Newcaftle, July i, 17*6, Waljx)le Rapers. 
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General Wade, informed of thefe events, marched with a large body of Chapter 26 . 
troops to Glafgow, and accompanied by Duncan Forbes, the lord advocate 
of Scotland, took quiet pofleflion of the city ; arrefted fomc of the rioters, 
apprehended- the m^iftrates, and conveyed them prifoners to. Edinburgli, 
for being accelTary, or at lead for having connived at the tumults, and 
taken no pains to difcover the rioters. They were tried by the lords judi- 
ciaries ; acquitted, and immediately difeharged. Captain BuflicI, who had 
been arraigned for murder, according to the forms of law, was convifted 
and condemned ; but as the orders by wliicli he had commanded his troo[)s 
to fire, had been diedated by felf-dcfence, he was pardoned, and promoted in 
the fervice. The rioters at Glalgow were brought to trial ; yet luch was the 
lenity of government, that four only, after being fcourged, were Icntenced 
to tranlportation, and one woman w'as condemned to Hand thrice in the 
pillory. 

Although this tumult at Glafgow, and the riots which took place in a Confederacy 
few other towns were lupyireflecl, yet they gave rife to an affair at Edin- at 
burgh, wlilcli threatened the mofl ferious ccrdequences. The magiftrates of burgh. 
Glafgow had been accompanictl to Edinburgh by a large body of the inha- 
bitants, who reproached the people for betraying the intcrcfls of their coun- 
try ; aird upbraided them, that by fubmitting to the law, they would be- 
come the inftruments of wreathing about their necks the infupportal?lc 
bonds of the malt tax *. The accjulttal of the magillrates being confidered 
as a viiflory over government, the pojrular difcontetits increafed to an alarm- 
ing degree. The brewers entered into a combination not to give fccurity 
for the difeharge of the new duty, and not to brew if they were judicially 
called upon for payment. All the niakfters in Scotland depended on this 
combination of the Edinburgh brewers, who were confidered as the chofen 
champions of Scottifli liberty 

The caufe of the brewers was highly popular among all ranks and diflinc- 
tions of men, not only of thofe who were not employed by government, 
but even of thofe who were invefted with authority. Some of the lords 
jufticiaries were timid, or lukewarm, otliers fecretly averfe to the impofition 
of the tax ; while the juftices of the pe.ace, and the magiftrates of the prin- 
cipal towns, openly cxprclicd their difapprobation. 

But the greateft obftrudyon arofe from the condueft of tlic duke of Rox- 
burgh, fecretary of ftatc for Scotland. He was llrongly attacheil to Carteret 
and Cadogan, and had joined them in attempting to remove Townlliend 

* Letter from John Campbell to Sir Robert Walpole. Corrcfpondcnce. 

•j- Letter from the earl of Hay to Mr, Stewart, Correfjrondence. 
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and Walpok ; and aware that his difmifhon had been recommended to the 
king on tiie removal of Carteret, dill continuetl to augment the divifion 
in the cabinet. He now iecrctly encouraged the difeontents in Scotland, 
and counteraAed or delayed t!;e orders of government, which, in virtue of his 
office, were itlued by liifn. A general opinion alfo prevailed, that a firm 
rcfblution to rehit the new impolts with unabating zeal, would be at- 
tended with a fuccefs finiilar to the jpvent of the druggie which had been 
recently made in Ireland, in oppofition to Wood’s coinage, where the una- 
nimous voice of the country was on the eve of obtaiiring from government 
the flirrcnder of the patent. 

The brewers were fiill farther encouraged to pcrfevcrc, by ramours induf- 
trioufly circulated by perfons of credit and confequcnce, that thefe fevere 
meafures were adopted by the regency, contrary to the inclinations of the 
king, only for the purpofe of (upjrorting Walpole ; that in the next feflion 
of parliament he would be difgraced ; that tlic chief power would be lodged 
in tire liands of Pultency, in conjundion with the duke of Roxburgh ; and 
that thole who now fubinitted would be expofed to the refentment of the 
new adminillration, and the fury of the populace. 

In this dilemma, the miniiler, with the approbation of the regency, de- 
puted Archibald, earl of Hay, lord keeper of the privy feal in Scotland, to 
Edinburgh, armed with full powers from governmeiit, and privately in- 
ftruded by Walpole, who tempered the violent orders fent from Hanover. 
The removal of the dulce of Roxburgh from the oflice of fecretary of 
flatc, which was adopted at the carneft requeft of Walpole, foon con- 
vinced the deluded people, that they had been impofed upon by the ene- 
mies of government, in fuppofing the minifter dif^reeablc to the king, 
and that his opponents would be triumphant. General Wade, in pur- 
fuance of the ad of parliament pafled in the preceding year, difarmed the 
highlanders of the mofl: dilaffedbed clans, and the inhabitants of the Wes of 
Mull and Sky. The fpirit and zeal of lord Hay, broke the combination at 
Edinburgh, and reflored tranquillity ; to him Walpole wholly attributed the 
final fuppreflion of the riots ; and the warm praifes of his condud, which he 
tranfmitted to the king, dp honour to the exertions of the one, and to the 
gratitude of the other. 

From this period Lord Hay became the perfon in whom Walpole implicitly 
confided for the management of the Scottifli affairs, which he conduded 
with great ability and prudence, and with fo much real authority, that he 
was called the king of Scotland. The rife, progrefs, and termination of 
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thefe tumults, are minutely related in the correfpondence which pafled 
between Sir Robert WalpSle, lord Townfliehd and the earl of Hay 

Archibald, earl of Hay, and afterwards duke of Argjde, on the death 
of his brother John, was lecond fon of Archibald earl of Argyle. He 
was born at Ham houfe, at Petedham, in 1682, educated at Eton, and 
refided in England until he was- about feventecn years of age, when he was 
fent to the univerfity of Glafgow'. Being a younger brother, with a fmall 
fortune, he went to Utrecht, and made a confiderablc proficiency in the civil 
law, with a defign to pradlifc in that line. But his father being created a 
duke, he renounced this intention, and embraced the profeffion of arms. He 
was, when very young, appointed colonel of the 36th regiment of foot, and 
governor of Dumbarton caftle. But finding himfclf more qualified for a ftatef- 
man than a foldier, he quitted the army, and with his ufual afiiduity, employed 
himfelf in the acquifition of political knovylcdge. In 1 705, he was appointed 
lord regifter of Scotland, and in the enfuiiig year, was nominated one of the 
commilTioners for fettling the union ; in confidcration of his (ervices, he 
was created earl of Hay, and on the conclufion of the treaty was chofen 
one of the fixtecn peers of Scotland, and conftantly eledled in every future 
parliament, till his death, excepting that which aflcmblcd in 1713. His 
exclufion at that time, was ow'ing to the zeal witli which he had abetted 
the caufe of the Whigs, and promoted the fucccfllon of the Prqteftant line. 
In 1710, he was made juflice general of Scotland. 

Although he had long renounced the profcfiion of arms, yet when the re- 
bellion broke out in 1715, he j)laced himfelf at the head of a corps of 
royalifts, prevented, by his prudent condu< 5 l, general Gordon, at the head of 
t,ooo men, from penetrating into the Weftern Highlands ; and railing levies, 
joined the duke of Argj'le at Stirling, and was wounded at the battle of 
Dumblain. His military conduct was only a temporary exertion. His 
principal merit confifted in his parliamentary abilities, vvliich were very confi- 
derable. In his lludy of the law, he had acquired acutenefs of apprehenfion 
and method of arrangement. His Ijiccches were replete with folid argu- 
ments and keen obfervations, his language was plain and fluent, and his 
manner grave and folemn. He continued invariably attached to Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, during his long adminiftration, and counterafted, as mucli 
as lay in his power, the violence of his brother’s politics, when he joined 

* Article, Tumults of Scotland. 
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Period III. oppofitioii. In 1 725 he had been nominated keeper of the privy feal, and 
1740101727. in 1734, he was made keeper of tiie great feal, which office he held till 
his death *. 

Walpole, having thus, by timely conceffion on one hand, and by a due 
mixture of vigour and moderation on the other, fuppreffed thefe alarm- 
ing difturbances in Ireland and Scotland, expreffed, in a letter to lord 
Townfliend, liis exultation, his fenfe of the difficulties from which he had 
been relieved, and his relblution to avoid fimilar embarmlfments. “ 1 think 
we have ojice more got Scotland and Ireland quiet, if wc take care to keep 
them Jo." * 


CHAPTER THE TWENTY-SEVENTH 

1725. 

Dijfolution of the Congrefs of Camhray. — Origin and Progrefs of the Union between 
the Emperor and Spain. — Treaty of Vienna. — Affairs of the North. — Alarms 
and ConduSl of England. — Application to Parliament. 

I HAVE already obferved, that the quadruple alliance, which was concluded 
with a view to terminate the difputcs between the Emperor and tlie king 
of Spain, equally difpleafed both parties. Accordingly both the Emperor and 
Philip obftrufted the fuccefs of the negotiations at the congrefs of Cam- 
bray, where attempts were forming, under the mediation of England and 
France, ‘to fettle the final terms of reconciliation between thofe two powers.. 

fiefides many other objedls in difjmte, the Emperor was unwilling to re- 
nounce the eftablilhmcnt of the Eaft India company at Oftend, and was ftill 
more reluftant to bellow, according to his promife, the inveftiture of Parma 
and Tufeany on Don Carlos, from a juft apprehenlion, tliat the fettlement 

* For many of thefe particfliars, I am indebted to the obliging communications of lord 
Ffederick Campbell. 
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■of a Spanifh branch of the hoiife of Bourbon in Italy, would endanger the 
fecurity of his dominions in that country, ' 

Philip no lefs eagerly infilled on the reftitution of Gibraltar, which he 
declared had been prppiifcd to him, as the price of his acceflion to the qua- 
druple alliance, and retarded his evacuation of Sicily and Sardinia, until 
the inveftiturcs of Parma and Tufeany fhoukl be bellowed on Don Carlos, 
The confequence of this mutual repugnance to the terms of the quadruple 
alliance, was a private overture, marie by Philip to the Jimj^eror, and the 
million of Ripperda to Vienna, for the purpofe of adjulling the conditions 
of their reconciliation. While this fccret negotiation was pending, the re- 
fentment of Philip and his queen was inflamed by an event which touched 
their alfeflions and intcrells in the tcnderell point, and juftifietl, in ibmc 
meafure, the violent jnoccedings which they inflantly adopted. 

Ojic principal motive which had induced Philip to accede to the quadru- 
ple alliance, was the double marriage between his family and the lioiife of 
Orleans. Don Carlos was affianced to Madcmoifellc Beaujolois, the fourth 
rlaiighter of the duke of Orleans, and tlic infanta rvlaria I'hcrefa, daughter of 
Philip, by Elizalx'th Farnele, was betrothed to the king of France. This 
arrangement was highly advantageous to both the Contrafting j)artics ; for 
as the Infanta was only four years of age, her marriage witli Louis the Fif- 
teenth, left the chance of an eventual fucceflion to the crown of France Hill 
open, to which Philip and his queen, notwithftancling repeated renunciations, 
looked with anxious expeftation ; and flioukl the young king live to conrum- 
matc the marriage, the infanta of Spain would become tpieen of France, and 
their defeendants fit oir the throne. The regent was no Ids gratified by the 
contemplation of liis own advantage refuhing from (he fame circumllances i- 
he confidered the precarious hcallli of (he young king, and the infancy of his 
bride, as placing at a very remote dillance the profpecl of a lineal heir ; 
and oppoling no obflrudlion to the hopes he entertained of reigning in his 
own right, for tlie, fecurity of which, he depended on the promifed aflUlance 
of England. 

During the life of the duke of Orleans, the infanta was treated at Paris 
as the future queen ; but after his death, the duke of Bourbon, in compli- 
ance with the general fenfc of the nation, and in conformity to his own in- 
terefl, lent back the infanta to Spain, and affianced L<ouis the Fifteenth to 
the daughter of Staniflaus, titular king of Poland. This meafure, however 
juft or ncceffiiry in itfelf, was conduced with fueh want of addrefs and cir- 
cumfpedlion, that it produced an immediate rupture between France and 
Spain.. The abbot de Llvry, who was commiflioned to open this delicate 
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bufiiiefs, was ordered to deliver to the king of Spain, letters from Louis the 
Fitfccnth and the duke of Bourbon, explaining, in refpeftful terms, the reafons 
which induced them to fend back -the infanta. Livry, inftead of fulfilling 
his orders, was no fooncr admitted to an audience, than he threw himfelf on 
his knees, kilTed the king’s hands in an agony of defpair, burft into tears, and 
thus betrayed his errand before he offered to deliver the letters. Both the 
king and queen refufed to receive them, turned from him with indigna- 
tion, and difmifled him from their prefence with the greatefl marks of ig- 
nominy. On receiving a notification from their miniller at Paris, that the 
infanta was to be returned, Livry and the French confui were ordered to quit 
Madrid in twenty-nine hours, and -Philip publicly declared, that Spain could 
never died lufilcient blood to avenge the infiilt offered to his femily. 

On the day whigh fucceeded the ifluing of thefe orders, Philip, in an audi- 
dience which he gave to the Britifli embalFidor *, enumerated, in an agony 
of refentment, all the aggravating circumftances which had accompanied this 
infupportable indignity offered to his daughter ; he made the moft bitter 
complaints at the manner in which it had "been carried into execution 5 and 
acculed the duke of Bourbon of having added duplicity to infult. He 
had, they both alledged, repeatedly approved the marriage with the infanta, 
had even allured their miniftcr at Paris, that the elpoufals fhould be cele- 
brated on the 30th of March; he had made this declaration even after the 
abbot dc Livry was commilljoned to notify the refolution of dilfolving the 
niarriiige ; an<l then, without waiting for their anfwer, had publifhed the re- 
folution in France. The deceit and fraud of this'whole proceeding, they 
obferved, were fo flagrant as mull render them contemptible in the eyes of all 
Europe, and of their own fubjeds, did they not feel the highell refentment 
at fuch enormous ingratitude. After thefe exprelTions, Philip declared his 
determination of feparating himfelf from France for ever ; he trailed this re- 
Iblution would not occalion any decrcafe in the friendfliip of the king of 
England, but rather draw clofer the bands of union and amity. He was deter- 
mined to plaee his entire friendlhip and confidence in him alone ; and declared 
that he fliould order his jflenipotentiarics at Cambray to rejed the mediation of 
France, and to fubmit the final Icttlement of the points in difpute, between 
him and the Emperor, to the foie mediation of England -j-. 

This oiler w'as no fooner declined by George the Firfi;, as injurious to his 
alliance witli France, than Philip transferred his refentment to England, 

• William Stanhope to the Duke of New- f William Stanhope to the Duke of New- 
cafJe, 19th March, 1725. Harrington Papers, caftle. MadrM, March ao, 1725. 'W alpole 
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broke up the congrefs of Cambray, and fent immediate ordci’s to baron Rip- 
perda, to conclude the terras of a final reconciliation with the Emperor. 

Ripperda found an eafy compliance in the Emperor, who had long been 
diffatisfied with George, both as king of England and eledtor of Hanover; as 
king, for his ftridt alliance with France, and his refufa! to co-operate in ex- 
cluding Don Carlos from tJic ilicceflion of Parma and Tufeany ; and as 
eledlor, for the acejuKition of Brenien and Verden, and for refunng to pay the 
enormous fine demanded for the invedilure. 

The diiputes between Sj^ain and the Emperor, which had fo long embar- 
rafied and agitated Europe, and wliieh had been rather heightened than 
comjwl'cd by the congrefs of Cambray, were terminated in a few confei'ences, 
and the two fovereigns, in whofe quarrels fuch a deluge of blood had been 
filed, and fuch immenie treafurcs expended, fuddcnly contradied an alliance 
for the mutual fupport of each other’s intcrefts, without tiie knowledge of 
thole very powers who had fo long and inciTeclually attempted to negotiate 
an accommodation between tlrem.^ 

This alliance between the Emperor and Spain, ronelqdcd at Vienna, con- 
filled of three feparate treaties. By the firll, ligned on the 30th of April, the 
two fov'creigns confirmed the articles of the quadrujile alliance. Cl>a4'-'!» 
the Sixth renounced his pretenfions to the crown of Spain ; Philip acknow- 
ledged the Emperor’s right to Naples and Sicilj% the Milancfe, and the Ne- 
therlands, and guarantied the pnigniatic landtion, or the liicceffion to the 
hereditary dominions of the houic of y\ufb ia, in the female line. 

In confequence of this fudden union, the., new allies were fuljjefted of 
forming the moll ambitious and dangerous projedls. It w.as not credited 
that Philip the Fifth would fo eafily have renounced that jud claim, w'hicli 
he could form on the Netherlands, Naples, and Milan, Ihould tlic Emperor 
die without ifliie male, and have guarantied the whole Auflrian fucceflion, in 
the femalfi line, unlcfs the Emperor, in return, had promiled fomc fecrct ar- 
ticles in favour of the children of Philip, by I'dizabeth Farncle, who wholly 
governed the counfcls of Spain. Influenced by thclc conlidcrations, England 
and France were no Id's alarmed at the treaty of Vienna, than oflended at the 
infult offered to them as mediating powers, in concluding that alliance with- 
out their interpofition. Thefe fulpicions were foon afterv/ards flrengthcned 
by the indilcieet and violent expreffions of Ripperda; by intelligence from the 
Britifli minillers at Madrid and 'Paris, and from St. Saphorin, the Britifh 
agent at Vienna; they were confirmed by the immediate detnand of the re- 
ftitution of Gibraltar, made by Spain, as the foie and indifpcnfable condition 
of the continuation of peace and commerce with Englanil. 
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' It Toon appeared tliat a feebnd and third treaty had been figned oh the 
firft of JV^ay. The fecond was a treaty of commerce ; and fuppOrted the 
cftablilhment of the Oftend company, which the maritime powers confidered 
as contrary to the treaty of Weftphalia, and as involving in its confequcnces 
the diminution of their Indian trade. The third was a tfeaty of mutual de- 
fence ; the two fovereigns guarantied their refpedlive territories, and engaged 
to fupport each other with all their force, fliould either be attacked ; the king 
of Spain to fupply fifteen men of war, 1 5,000 infantry, and 5,000 liorfe, 
or ftipulatcd fubfidies inftead ; the Emperor to bring into the field 30,000 
foot and 10,000 horle. 

But befidcs thefe conditions, reports of other articles were circulated and 
believed ; that the Emjjeror promifed to give in marriage his daughters, the 
two arch duchelles, to Don Carlos and Don Pliilip, the two infants of Spain, 
and affift in obtaining by force the reftitution of Gibraltar, if good offices 
w'ould not avail. In addition, it was ftrongly rumoured, and many circuui- 
llances induced the minillers to believe, ^hat arrangements were making to 
place the Pretendcr.upon the throne. 

George the Firft received the notification of the treaty of Vienna, from 
Count Staremberg, the Imperial embafedor, with the greatctl coldncls, and 
an appearance of the moll perfedt indifference. In an audience, to which 
he was introduced by lord Townfliend, he began by obferving, that on 
the propofal of Ripperda, at Vienna, to commence a feparate treaty, the 
Emperor had rejjlied, that the congrefs of Canibray being cllabliflied for 
the purpofe of fettling the ifiifputes between him and the king of Spain, 
under the mediation of Great Britain and France, he did not fee the necef- 
lity of altering the train of the negotiation. But when Ripperda infilled 
(on the part of Spain) that an attempt lliould be made to compofe their dif- 
ferences, tlie Emperor, refleding on the difficulties derived from the mifun- 
derftanding between Spain and France, and confidering that Spain had re- 
jedted the mcdiaiion of France, and that the king of England had de- 
clined tiic foie mediation, conceived, that for the promotion of the pub- 
lic tranquillity, it was his duty to endeavour to form an amicable com- 
promile with the king of Spain. This attempt had been crowned with 
fuccefs, the treaty was at length figned j he was commanded to commu- 
nicate a copy of it to the king, and Fonfeca, the Imperial minifterat Paris, 
was allb commiffioned to lay another before the king of France. He ob- 
ferved, that the treaty- was in all refpedts conformable to the quadpiple alli- 
ance, and only regulated thofe points, which remained to be adjufted. He 


remarked, 
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le^&rkeili' that as the Emperor had bound himfelf by the quadruple alliance, C^hapter 47 
to guarantie the fuccelEon to the crowns of England, France, and Spain, ^ 

Philip had, in conformity to the dictates of reafon and juftice, confented to 
guarantie the pragmatic fandion. His Imperial majetly, he faid, trufted and 
hoped that the kings of Great Britain and France would alfo guarantie that 
order of fucceffion, by acceding to the treaty; that with this view, an arti- 
cle was inferled for the admiffion of thofc powers, who, with the confent 
of the contrading parties, (hould accede within a year, and that the artiefe 
was thus worded, becaufe it was not thought pro^jer to nanw France, on 
account of the mifuiiderflanding w'ith Spain. He particularly lj)eci(ied, 
that although the treaty with Spain was figned, yet the Emperor had ordered 
his plenipotentiaries not to quit Cambray, until the Spanifh minifters had 
taken their departure. Ripperda, he added, had informed the Emperor, that 
fome points * Hill remained to be fettled bctw'een Spain and England ; and the 
king liis mafter requeflcd the Emperor to employ his mediation to that 
efl’eft. To this requeft the Emperor had replied, that if thofe matters re- 
lated to, and were the confequence of the quadruple alliance, and if the king 
pf England approved it, hewould willingly, oiler liis interpofition, but that 
otherwife, he w'ould not interfere. 

The king, after receiving the copy, congratulated the Emperor and king of Reply of the 
Spain on their reconciliation, , He then laid, that Spain finding it impoflibje 
to overcome the impartiality of the mediators, and to induce them to ad 
in contradidion to the alliance, Imd deputed Ripperda with a 

view to form a dired acconiirawiatioa waii the court of Vienna; tJiat his 
miffion taking place before the quanvl arofe bctweeti France and Spain, 
it was not to that event, but to the equity and lirmnefs of England and 
France, that the overtures from Spain were to be attributed ; that the 
hopes of lupporting the public trancjuillity, and maintaining the ftiith of 
treaties, had inckiccd the mediating ])owors to exert themfelves in attempt- 
ing to bring the coitgreis of CumbiMy to a ]iaj)py comdufioii, by fettling the 
objeds in difpute, between the Empcior and Spain, which weio in them- 
(tdves fo little interefting to tlte two crowns. He (iid nor take the Icaft 
iiotice of the delicacy vvliich the Emperor affedtxl to Ihew in not bci.rig the 
ftrft to recal his nunifters at Cambray, nor of the <lem.and for acceding to 
the treaty; and he concluded by obfervlng, that in regard to the ofter made t-v 
tiMS Emperor, of interpofing his alfiftancc towards adiufiing any dlfTcrences 
li^'fween England and Spain, he did not recoiled tiiat any other h. bulled, 
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except Tuph as relate.d to cc»nn)erce, and in tbofe there was no ecxalion f<ur 
a mediation*. 

To the Spanilb embatTador, when he notified the treaty, the king exr 
prcffed his fatisfiiilion at the peace, becaufe he was tliereby delivered from 
a difficult and burdenfoine mediation ; and he added, with a fmile, that 
he hoped the reconciliation would prove as fincere and durable as the par- 
ties expefted ■•}■. 

At the moment when the union of the Emperor and Spain threatened the 
fouth of Europe with new difturbanccs, the tranquillity of the north was in 
danger of being broken by the daring entcrpriz.es of Ruffia, who (eemed to 
employ, with great effed, the new afcendancy which llie had gained as an 
European power. When Peter the Great had been counteraded in his at- 
tempts againfl; Denmark, by the vigorous interpofition of England, he turned 
his views to Sweden, at that time dillraded with the troubles naturally de- 
rived from a difputed fuccefilon, declining under the weak adminiftration 
of a fovereign almoft reduced to a cypher by the new conftitution, and en " 
fcebled by fadions, natural to a government founded on popular principles, 
and fomented by a turbulent ariftocracy. But he was prevented from taking 
an adive flrarc in the difturbanccs of Sweden by the Perfian war, which car- 
ried him from the Baltic to the Cafpian fca. At the conelufion of the 
campaign, he again turned his thoughts to Denmark and Sweden. By 
gaining the fenate, he concluded, in oppofition to the king, a defenfivc al- 
liance with Sweden for twelve years. The aim of this alliance was levelled 
againft Denmark ; and a fecret article ftipulated, that the contrading powers 
fliould employ their good offices to obtain the reftitution of Slefwic to the duke 
of Holftein, and if thefe did not fuccced, (hould have recourfe to other mea- 
fures. He alfo refufed to liften to the overtures of reconciliation with George 
the Firft offered through the mediation of France and Sweden, unlefs the 
king would bind himfelf to infill- on the reftitution of Slefwic. The treaty 
W'as fcarcely figned, when Peter died j but his wife, Catherine, who wasraifed 
to the throne by the intrigues and influence of prince Menchikof, adopted 
all the views of her deceafed hulband, promoted tlie caufe of her fon-in-law 
with ftlll greater warmth, and made vigorous exertions for the purpofe of 
forcing Denmark to accede to her demands. Thus a new war feemed inevitable, 
and preparations were made on all fides againft an approaching rupture. 

Every attempt made by France and England, to reconcile thefe jarring 

• Lord Townfliend to St, Sa^ihorin, May 3-14, 1735. Walpole Papecs. 
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interefts, failed of fucccfs. Catherine inhfted on the reftitution of Slefwic, Chapur ^7. 
or aa equivalent (which alluded to Bremen and Vehrden) as the indifpenfablc • 
condition of her accornmodation with Denmark. In vain the fenatc ex- 
horted her to try the way of negotiation, and earneflly belbught her, “ for 
the eale and relief of her fubjeds, to countermand the chargeable equip- 
ments flie had been pleafed to order in favour of the duke’s pretenlions on 
Slefwic.” In anfwer to thefe exhortations, the emprefs warmly replied, 

“ Let not any one of you all, that would be reckoned an honelt fubjeft, or 
hope to enjoy the lead (hare of my favour, dare to offer me fuch mcaii 
fpirited advice. The duke of Holflein dripped unjuflly of his hereditary 
dominions, took fandluary in our country, and threw himfclf into the arms 
of my deceafed lord for protedion ; he is fince contradcil to my daughter, 
and is himfelf as dear to me as my own child. I am bound by all the rules 
of honour, as well as the ties of blood, to ieejuftice done to that unfortunate 
prince, in whole caufe I would not fcruple to forego the weaknefs of my fex, 

.ind even to draw a fword, or to put myfelf at the head of an army ; I could 
content myfelf with cloaths to keep me warm, and with bread to eat ; but ) 

]n'ill have you know that my children ought to be, and fliall be treated as 
the offspring of my dear lord, and your fovcrcign deceafed. Whoever of 
you will aid me in this juft caufe of my fon-in-law, fliall be encouraged and ' 
rewarded ; but whoever dares oppofe it, ftiall feel the utmoft weight of my 
difpleafurc. If the kings of France and Great Britain arc really dil'pofed to 
help the duke of Holftein in recovering his right, this equij^ment will facili- 
tate their operations, by intimidating the king of Denmark, and putting 
him to a conftant expence. I know that prince will not be able to reft in 
his bed, nor to keep a fingle .(hip in his harbours unequipped, as long as he 
fees that the fleet and gallics of Ruflia, with 50,000 men on boaixl, can in a 
fortnight’s time vifit him in the very port of Copenhagen. But let France 
and Britain refiife their afliftance to the duke, while 1 have Sweden and 
Pruflia on my fide, I hope he is in no danger of wanting fubfiftence. In, 
fhort, it is for my intereft and glory, as well as your’s, to convince the world, 
that I have power to fee juftice done to my family, and that I am refolved 
to make ufc of it ; and I know no luch way of convincing tlicm of this truth, 
as by letting them fee the effeds of it with their own eyes.” 

At the conclufion of thefe words, (lie gave o.'-ders, in tlicir preft na', to 
Menchikof and Apraxin, to have the fleet and troops in readinefs by the 
middle of May at their peril *. 

• Steplieji Poynt'A to lord TowntUend, Stockholm, May i y, ’ y? 5. W.i!polc Papfr', 
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In confequence of thefe refolutions, , Spain and the Emperor made over- 
tures to Catherine, which were cordially received. Large fums of rhoney 
were remitted fro.m Madrid to Petcrfburgh, and plans of oflfenfiye.opi?ration 
^verc concerted between them. It was reported that the fleet and troops of 
Ruflia were preparing to aift, not only againft Denmark, but to join Spain and 
the Emperor in their ciefigns in tavour of the Pretender. But none of thefe 
tranfadtions had any effedt in dillurbing the public tranquillit)'-, or exciting 
the attention of parliament. 

As the embarrafled fituation of foreign afliiirs, and the profpedl of an ap- 
proaching rupture with the Emperor, Spain, and Ruflia, might render it 
higldy neceflary to expend large fums in fecret fcrvice money ; as there 
was ao fum appropriated to luch emergencies, and as the revenues of the 
civil lift, loaded as they were with a large debt, were incapable of afibrding 
a competent fupply, the minifter was again laid undej«thc neceflity of apply- 
ing to parliament. . 

On the 8lh of April, a meffage from the king was delivered to tlie 
houfe, importing that he had been engaged in tome extraordinary expenecs, 
which he was pcrluaded his loyal commons would believe to have been em- 
ployed, not only for the honour and dignity of the crown, but for the intcreft 
and profperity of his people. The report of the treafury ftated the debt at 
jf. 508,363, In the debate, it was aflerted that finee the civil lift was fet'> 
tied, an expence of above £. 90,000 a year had been incurred, which could 
not be foreleen, and confequeiitly not provided for. Parliamentary relief 
having been given in a fimilar cafe three years before, juft and abundant 
matter was fuggefted for parliamentary debates and popular complaints,. 
Pulteney was particularly urgent, and commenced on this occafion his public 
oppofition. A compliance with the meffage however was-carried by a large 
majority *. 

• For its being taken into confideration by 239 againfl 1*9; and forpatfingthebiUon the 
a committee of the whole houfe on the 9th, 16th, by ati againft 99, Journals. 
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CHAPTER THE TWENTY-EIGHTH: 

1725' 

Oxndilfwn and Ohjc£i of the Jrcaty of Hmover. — OhjeSiions of Walpole. — Re* 
moved. — Obfervathms on the fecret Articles in the Treaty of P^ienna. 

S UCH was the fituation of affairs in the north ami fbuth, when the 
king arrived at 'Hanover, on the 25th of June. The whole politicai 
horizon was thickly covered with cloud.s, which teemed to announce a: fu* 
ture tcmpeil. To dilj'^crfe theie clouds, and to bring' back ferenity, feemcdl 
almoll beyond the power of huma!i prudence. 

Hanover,, as the Hague in the time of William, now became the great 
centre of intrip^uc and negotiation, and tlic cabinet of a Britilh fovereig.n 
in tlie licart of Germany, pacified or convulled I’kiropc. The great ohject 
of Tovvnfhend’s negotiations, was to add vigour to tlie co-operation of 
France, to gain Pruflia, to detacli Sweden from Ruflia, and to form with 
France, and by her concurrence in the north, a counter treaty to that 
of Vienna, which might aw-e the Emperor and Spain, and prevent tlic* 
princes and circles of the German empire, from acceding to an alliance^ 
W'hich lolcly regarded tlic Jioufc of Auflria, and was wliolly unconnected* 
v/ith the Intcrclls of Germany. All thefe points were eiTccted with t'onfum- 
mate addrefs. Horace Walpole obtained at Paris t he concurrence of France, 
however averfe to adopt vigorous meafures. t ownll'icnd, in a conference at 
Herenhaufen, lured Frederick William, by an offer of guarantying his fuc- 
ceflion to Berg and Juliers, and detached him from Ruflia and Auflria. 
Pc^yntz, aided by French and Englith money, fupported the caufe of the 
king of Sweden, dcpreflbd the Ruflian party, and acquired a majority in the 
fenate favourable to the Engiifh intereft. 

In the midfl of thelc aulpicious circumflanccs, a dcfenfivc alliance be- 
tween England, France, and Pruffia, was figned on the 3d of September at 
Hanover, from which it is ufually denominated the treaty of Hanover. 
By the third article, the contrafting parties mutually ftipulated to fiirnilh, 
in cafe of an attack, two months after rccjuifition, England and France 
rcfjpedively 8,000 foot and 4,000 horfe, and Pruffia 3,000 foot and 2,000 

horfe. 
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horfc, or the -valtie< itt fliips or mone)^ If thefe quotas were not fufficient, 
I i7aowi727. they were to agree concerning farther fuccours } and, in c^fe of neceffity, to 
affift the party attacked with all their forces. 

-Its objeas. The treaty of Hariqver, like moft dctenfivc alliances, had two meanings. 

The oflcnfibje purport was to guarantie each other’s dominions, and the 
treaties of Wcllphalia and Oliva. The real purport was to form a ftrong 
alliance in oppofition to the defigns of the Emix;ror, Spain, and Ruffia, 
and, under the general tenor of guarantying the privileges of commerce 
in particular, which the contracting parties adually enjoyed or ought to 
enjoy, as well in as out of Europe, to compel the Emperor to relincjuifli his 
favourite project of eftablifliing the Oftend company, which was cojiftdered 
by England and Holland as contrary to the articles of the treaty of Weft" 
phalia ■, and to counterad the attempts which the Emperor, Spain, and 
Ruffia were accufed of carrying on in favour of the Pretender. 

Approved by ^ of the treaty being immediately tranfmitted by lord Townfhend 
the cabiiKt. to the duke of Newcaftle, was firft communicated confidentially to Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole j and by his advice laid before a feled meeting of thole * 
members of the regency, who were moft entrufted with the fecrcts of tlic 
cabinet. The refult of the conference was, an unammt)us approbation of 
the contents, and a Tefolution to fupport the engagements contraded by 
this alliance. The lords juftices in like manner gave their confent ; and im- 
mediate negotiations w'ere fet on foot to obtain the acceffion of the United 
l^rovinces, Sweden, and Denmark, and feveral of the German princes and 
ftates, which was afterwards etteded. 

Townflicnd's The refentment entertained at Hanover agalnft the Emperor, Is fuffi- 
projefts: ciently prove'd by a vifionary feheme, which the fanguine dllpofition of 

Townftiend had conceived for the conqueft ami partition of the Auftrian Ne- 
therlands, and which he fully enters into and juftifies, in a confidential let- 
ter J to Horace Walpole. He was moreover lb fully aflured of its fuccefs, 
that at one time he propofed to divide the conquered provinces between 
England, France, and Holland; and at another, to transfer them to the 
elcdor of Bavaria §. It is moft probable that this wild feheme, the im- 

♦ The lord chancellor King, the earl of f Duke of Newcaftle to lord Townftiend# 
Berkley, firft lord of the admiralty, and carl September 172;* Correfpondence. 
(? 6 dolphin, who was mentioned t)y the diike } Lord '(‘ownflicncl to Horace Walpole, 
of Newcaftle as the only perfon, in the abfence Hanover, Augiift 27, 1 725. Waip 4 )le Papera, 
of the duke of Devonihire, to whom it was § Lord Townfliend to W. Finch, No-* 
thought proper to entruft a matter ot ib great vember i 725, W alpole Papers, 
fccrecy and importance. 
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pradicSbility of which was pro^^ed by Horace Walpole in his reply *, was 
never communicatetl to Walpole, but if communicated, we may be fully 
convinced that it met with no encouragement from a minifter whofe great 
principle it was to avoid as much as poflible all foreign entanglements, and 
not to enter into any war which was not conne<fVed w’ith the fecurity of 
England. 

Townibend announced, with great triumph, the fuccefs which attended his 
complicated negotiations, by the conclufion of the treaty of Hanover. In 
a ditjratch to Horace Walpole, dated September 3, 1725, he obferves, 
“ I muft now congratulate with you on our having fo fuccefsfully begun a 
work, which, if cultivated and improved as it may be, will check the am- 
bitious views of the court of Vienna, and lecure the tranquillity of Europe; 
and in order to obtain tliat great end, no time ought to be loll to engage 
other powers to accede to this treaty.” 

It has been ufually aflerted, and echoed from one publication to- another, 
that during the reigns of the two firfl fovercigns of the houfe of Brunfwic, 
the helm of government w'as uniformly fleered by the Hanoverian rudder, 
and that the intcrefts of Great Britain were wholly lacrificed to the intcrefls 
of the king’s dominions in Germany. But no tranfadlion has been more ve- 
hemently arraigned as a dcrelidion of national honour, than this treaty, 
upon which lord Chefterfield has faid -f , “ that Hanover rode triumphant on 
the fhouklcrsof England and lord Chatham, in his energetic language, ob-. 
ferved, that “ it was a treaty, the tendency of which is difeovered in the nainej 
a treaty by which we difunited ourfclves from Auftria, deftroyod that building 
which we now may perhaps endeavour without fuccefs to raife again, and 
weakened the only power which it was our intcreft to ftrenglhcn.” It may, 
perhaps, feem prefumptuous to affirm, in oppofition to thcl'e rclpcdablc opi- 
nions, that there was no event fmcc the acceffion of the houfe of Brunfwic, 
in which the interefls of Hanover were more facrificed to thole of Isng- 
land, than in this very treaty, which then raifed fuch an outcry againfl 
the Walpole adminiflration, and which ftill affords a theme for political 
obloquy. 

In the firfl place it may be obferved, that if in- this treaty tlie interefts of 
England were wholly facrificed to thofe of Hanover, evident proofs of that fiicl 
would be traced from the conduct of the king and his German miniflers. We 
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fhould find them Uniformly promoting that alliance, uniformly concurring in 
vigorous meafures againft 'tlie houfe of Auftria; but the contrary is the fad. 
The king himfelf oppofed the Hanover treaty, and objeded to all vigorous 
proceedings againft the Emperor, from a dread of being put under the ban of 
the empire *, and from a tender concern for his eledorate, which was threatened 
with an immediate invafion j nor was he induced to fandion the meafurcs of 
the Britith cabinet, until he w'as perfuaded that, -even Ihould a rupture with 
the Emperor enfue, his German dominions would not be expofed to an 
attack, bccaufc it would only be a naval war, and hoftilities would be prin- 
cip;iJ]y confined to the Weft Indies ; and that in all events, fupported by 
the united arms of France and England, he would have no caufe of appre- 
Jienfion J. 

The treaty was highly difplcafing to the German’ minifters, who, alarmed 
at the repeated menaces of the Imperial court, loudly exclaimed, that the 
king W'as expofing his Flanovcrian dominions to the vengeance of the head 
of the empire, for tlie take only of a few branches of tl)e Engiidi trade. 
They accordingly renewed their efi’orts againft Townfliend and fValpole, 
leagued with oppofition, and caballed with thofe foreign powers who were 
inimical to the Englilh cabinet. 

We now find the Emperor, with whom the Hanoverians are laid to have 
been conftantly at variance during the whole reign of George the Firft, 
courting that very party ; wc fee liis confidential miniflers exi^refiing ))opcs 
of their afliftance to countcracl the hojlile intentions of the Eng/i/Ii cabinet ; 
lamenting, in moft pathetic terms, the overtijrow of that iniiucnce, wliicli 
is held forth as unfavourable to the Imperial intereft, and taballing with 
Both mar, ami Fabricius, the king’s diambellan ; we trace the emprefs of 
Germany corrclponding w'ith the duchefs of Kendal, for the purp( -I’c of in- 
fufing pacific lentimcnts into the king. 

Another motive, which had certainly no tonnedion with Hanoverian 
politics, and was Iblely derived from a due conliilenuion of JCnghmd 
alone, is thiis detailed in the report of the treaty of Vienna ; “ The Em- 
peror has long been defirous to have a naval forte, and though his 
endeavours in Italy have hitherto proved fruitlcis, becaule nothing can 
protlucc navigation but trade, yet llioultl tiie Oflcntl cotupany go on with 
fuccefs, by the natural coutfe of things, the Emperor will In time have a 

• luttrccpted Letters Copefpondence, Ft- , j Townfliend’s DifiVitclits to Horace Wal- 
riod III. pole, Novemier 1725, and Aiigitfl 1726. 

to tlieEmpcror,Decetnbtr i7tb, 1726. 
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mval force on ihc coafl of Flanders, which may prove much more inconve- 
nient to us hereafter, than a fleet in the Mediterranean or Adriatic foas ; and 
there are many real'ons why we Ihonld be extremely jealous oF tlie increafe of 
lhip])ing in the l.'ands of a popi'li prince. The command of the leas has 
frequenrly })a{l from one nation to another; and though Great Britain has 
continued longer in pollcfliou of the i'uperiority than perhaps any otiier 
nation ever did, yet all lurnan afiaiis are tul)jeft to groat viciflitudes. We 
have teen one coniklerable maritime oower eilablilhod in the north in our 

y 

memory ; Sj.'ain likewilc was in a lair wav to make a figure at Tea not long 
ago, and perliaps may do to fiiil ; hut i!;e proteflant interell at fea is de- 
clining. The Dane and rlie Swede arc no longer confiderable in the Baltic, 
and there is realbii to approlicjid, that the Dutch naval force is not at jrrefent 
upon a very good foot 

Thus then, f have endeavoured to the w that this treaty. was not direded 
by the interells of Hanover, l>\it diamctticaily oppofed them ; that it was 
wholly an Englilli trealy in every thing: bm the iramc ; and that the motive 
wliich ga\c rife to it, was the |)rotccrion and preiervation of Britilh com- 
merce, Britifb poireflions, and Britilh governrivcnt. Its determinate objefts 
were, the preiervation of Gibraltar, tl.c abolition of the Olfend company, 
and, it credit may be given to tlic i'uj)))oll'(! fcc'vt articles in the treaty of 
Vienna, the fru ([ration of the plan for rdloring the Pretender. 

In thus attempting to explain the motives which led to the formation of 
the treaty of Hanover, I am not juililv in;?; .Sir R'llx rt VValj)oie, for he never 
entirely approved that alliance ; he alw.iys tlioiight that the king anti Townl'- 
hcnrl were loo much alarmed w'ith the exaggerated rtnnours and .'ij';prelicn- 
fions of diflant evils; he was of 0[)inion, that miider meafures nfight have 
been purfued with greater |)vobability of fuccefs. He ibongly ol-ijcdcd ta 
one part of their proceedings ; that wliiie they were anxious to gain ailie.; on 
tlic fide of Germany, they ncgletled to fccurc Foringal, iiio advantaeys of 
whole fricndlliij), in calc of a rupture with Spain, were incalculably great ; 
and he did not hefitate to deliver his ojiiuion, however contrary to th.e i'enti- 
ments of tlie king, and his. brother-in-law, with that fiankjvcts to which he 
was always accullomed. He remonf [rated, in the ilrongcit manner, againfl 
the large fums of monev^'required for gaining S.vedc •? ; and wlicn lord Townf- 
hend, in the name of the king, demamf-d /[. too,ooo fin- that pisrpok-, he 
ventured to declare tiuu. it n v; fo large a 'Jcmat'.d, as could not lx- IcgalK 
fupplied by any other nicii'.od tiein from lire amd that /,'. 

* Report cone tlw 7V;iuy Vf-niirn, Oi-rorJ 
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was as much Ss that could flirniih, without the greatefl. difRculties, and' 
trufted tliat no' more would be drawn for. He thought Townthenef too 
precipitate in concluding the treaty ; hinted his doubts whether the emprefs 
of Ruffia had any ferious intention to invade England,, and ftrongly oppofed 
the fcarching or laying an embargo on the Ruffian (hips, which Townffiend 
fufpefted were employed in conveying arms and ammunition to the difaffeft- 
ed in Scotland or Ireland. 

He was alfo difi’atisfied with lord Townfliend for having concealed the 
negotiation which terminated in the treaty of Hanover, until it was entirely 
concluded. He doubted the fincerity of France, and lulpeded (what really 
hap{)ened) that fhe would evade paying her fliare of the fubfidies, and that 
therefore the principal burthen of the expcnce would fall on England. He 
was averfe to enter upon meafures which might tend to diminith the force 
of the houfe of Aultria, whom he had always coniidered as the natural ally 
of England, and the bulwark againll the ambitious defigns of France, when- 
ever an union with Spain thould be re-eftablilhed, and their finances be re- 
covered from the exhaultcd ftatc to which they had been reduced by the 
war of the Spanilh fucceffion, and, the fatal effetts of the Miffiffippi feheme. 

He declared, in the moll I'/ofitive terms, that if a war was to be under- 
taken, whicl) he moll heartily deprecated, it was abiblutcly necclfary to con- 
vince the nation, tliat an invalion by a foreign |j0wcr, or an evident defign of 
an invali>-n, the lujijjort of the IVctender, and the caufc of the Protellant 
fucceffion, were the jirincipal motives that compelled the king to part with 
that peace and tranquillity which had been attended with fuch lafting and' 
happy tfleds. But from the moment that there appeared to him any danger 
of an invalion in favour of tiie Pretender, however remote and dillant, he 
caught tlic alarm. He became not lets anxious than his brother ininiller to 
adopt meahircs of defence, and to prepare tor hollilities j yet he continued 
fo true to his lyficm, tliat, during the complicated negotiations wliicli follow- 
ed the treaty, of Hanover, lie inveighed again A. precipitate meafures, and in- 
variably recommended caution and forbearance. He was, in fad, fo very 
anxious to prevent a rupture with the Emperor, that he availed himfelf 
of tiic pacific fentiments of the cluchefs of Kendal *, to counterad, by 
her iiillucncc over the king, the more violent and holtile refolutions of 
T‘ 'wnlh.pnd, who luj'portcd the neceffity of vigorous meafures. 

It was obierved lay the* late earl of Hardwicke f, that the merits of the 
treaty of Flanover, entirely reft on the Hill undetermined points, whether 
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the courts of Vienna and Madrid intended only to coinj)ofc their own quar- 
rels, or allb to take Gibraltar, and to impofc the Pretender on England. As 
thefe yet undecided points Hill excrcife the fagacity, and give full fcope to 
the conjectures of native and foreign hiftorians, I lhall here obi'erve, that the 
papers and docuiUents fubmitted to my inlpeClion, fully difplay the proots on 
which the reality of the fecret articles was formed, and which produced the 
public declarations of the king and niinilters in parliament, that the Emperor 
and king of Spain propofed to attetnj)t the recovery of Gibraltar, and tlic 
reftoration of the Pretender. From a canditl r<i,vievv and comparil()n of thele ac- 
counts, we may draw this inference, tliat the king ot Spain, urged by refent- 
ment, ambition, and intcrell, was ferious in his refolution to extort the 
ceflion of Gibraltar and Minorca, at all events ; was prej>arcd to employ his 
whole force againft England to reflore the Pretender; and that he fully de- 
pended on the co-operation of tlie Emperor, to whom he lent, in four- 
teen months, 1,340,000 pillolcs ; and would have remitted more, had the 
galleons arrived. To thefe facts, may be added the frequent conferences of 
Ormond and Liria, fon of the duke of lierwick, with llie Sj^atiilli, Imperial, 
and Ruffian minifters ; the [)lan of an invafion given in l:>y Liria ; tlie affem- 
bling of troops on the coail of Gallicia ; the cngagcivient ol: officers for the 
Pretender’s Icrvice; the redemption of the i;aiid.s of arms which the Pre- 
tender had pawned at Cadiz ; tl\e dillinguithed recc])iion ol the (Inkc of 
Wharton, as agent of the Pretender, with the enfipjns of the garter, by him 
recently conferred ; and his iniffion to Vienna for the purpofe of concerting a 
plan of operation. At this crills, the Brit ifli cmballador was teealed with llight 
and indignity; he was, to ule his own cxj)rcffion, avoided by the graiulees like 
a pellilencc. The Jacobite air, “ Tl'.e king lhall enjoy Ids own again,” was 
infultingly played at court, and the duke ot Liria did not Icruplc to tlcclare, 
that he hoped it would loon be a crime in Spain to mention George the 
Firft as king of England *, 

But a diltinCtion has been made l)ctwccn the king ot Sintin and the Imh- 
peror, on whole behalf it lias been alfertcd, that fome reports were afterwards 
found to have been exaggerated, and fome imputed projects never intended to 
be carried into execution. The Emperor hinilclf politivcJy denied that he had 
ever entertained ferious dcligns of affilling the Pretender, and declared that he 
had only lurctl tlie queen of Spain with tlic hopes of gi\-ing his daughters in mar- 
riage to her two fons, which he never me.ant to realize. Yet at tlie time there 
were Itrong rcalbns to believe tliat he encouraged the Pretender and his agent:-. 

• M. Scinliope’s difpatches tVor.) Spain, 172,. Harrington and Walpole P; pcr 5 . .Sec Ccr- 
rcfpondeiice, Article Ripperda. 
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Period III. The Emperor’s great objedt was to eftablifli the Oftend company, and to 

|7i^otox72;. obtain the guarantee of the pragmatic ranction, which England and Franco 
declined, and with that view, to force George the Firll to a compliance, by 
alFeding to co-operate with Spain in lavour of the Pretender, and by threaten- 
ing an invafion of the eleftorate of Hanover. . Yet therd were lufficient 
appearances to juftify' the apprehenfions of the king, and to induce him to 
believe that the Etnperor was tincere in his deligns of joining Spain W'ith all 
his forces, and that he would only be deterred by a countcr-alliajjce. Rip- 
perda laid publicly, that by ^his clofe union of Spain and Auftria, the 
two fovercigns would avenge the infults they had received i and the partifajis 
of the Emperor boafted, that as he was no longer alarmed for Italy, there 
was no power in the empire wlio could venture to oppofethe didates of their 
maflicr in matters of religion or otherwife *. The Auftrian minilfer publicly 
boaflcd, that the Emperor would give laws to Europe ; that he would now 
poflefs the foie and entire diredion of tlie court of Spain, and that in future 
the king mull be obliged to him for the continuance of the harmony be- 
tween England and Spain, and for the fecurity of the commercial advantages 
Ripulatcd with that crown p. Count Sinr-'.cndorf alfo laid to Petkuin, “ Let 
the king take care of himlelf, for w'c know tliat the people of England arc 
beginning to be tired of him.” The Emperor was weak enough to make 
an unconftitutional d'dlindion between ( l.e king and [parliament, and boafled 
to count Oropofla, that by cllering to the parliament the excluhve commerce 
to Spain and tlie Indies, lie {hould not only obtain the rellitution of Gib- 
raltar, but feduce England from France. “ My miniilers,” he added, “ are 
“ unanimems ; I am ddirous to favour the people and commerce of England ; 
but Gibraltar and, Minorca muft full be rcEored As the Emperor was 
at this time known to govern the councils of the court of Madrid, and the 
ilriffeft union appeared to be maintained between them, it was not [Pollible 
for minifters to diflinguilh between his profelhons and intentions ; nor docs 
a fubfetjuent avowal ofduplicily on his part, inculpate thofe who, acting 
under the iinpuUc of opinions fo well founded, formed that treaty vvliich de- 
terred the king of Spain and his allies from exerting themfclvcs in the exe- 
cution of thofe projects, which, if once accompanied with fuccefs, might 
have been purfued to an extent not originally intended by the Emperor.. 
Such were the grounds of alarm which induced AValpole, though not to ap- 
prove the proceedings in all refpecls, r et to juflify and tolupjwrt the treaty 
in parliament. 

• St. Ssipliorin to lord Townfliend, Vienna, i ith May lyaj. 

, t Duke of Newcaftle to Mr. Stanhope, May 4th, 1725, 0. S. 

j St. Saphoria to lord Townfliend, Vienna, May 30th, 1725- 
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T he prefcnce of the king being now neoeflan' in England, for the pur- The king'* 
pofe of laying the treaty before parliament, he quitted Hanover on the 
29th of December, and after a Orort flay in Holland, cmbarketl at Helvoet- Englautl- 
fluys, on the ill of Januaiy, O. S. at one in the afternoon ; and after a .violent 
ftorni, which continued three days, during which he was expofed to imnii- 
aent danger, he landed on the 3d at Rye. To the king’s efcape, the author 
of the Night Thoughts alludes in hisfeventh Satire, which concludes with 
a high eulogium on Sir Robert Walpole,^ 


While lea and air, great Brun'fwick ! fliook our ftatffj, 
And fported with our king’s and kingdom’s fiite. 
Depriv’d of what Ihe lov’d, and prefs’d by fear 
Of ever lofing vsliat the held moll dear; 
f low did Britannia, like Achilles weep. 

And tell her Ibrrow^s to the kindred deep f 
Hang o’er the floods, and, in devotion warm. 

Strive, for thee, with the large, and light the llormi 
What felt thy W alpole, pilot of the realm 1 
Our Paiinurus flept not at the helm. 

His eyes ne’er cl ofed, long lince enured to wake. 

And outwatch every liar for Brunfwick’s fake i 
By thwarting paflions toll, by cares opprcfl. 

He found the tebipeft piftur’d in his breaft. 

But what joys thtft- gloom of heart difpcl. 

No powers of language— but his ozvn can tell j, 

His own, which nature and the ^we/form. 

At will to raife or hulh the civil fl:orm„ 
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The fpcech from the throne was penned with great addrefs, and well cal- 
culated to produce an impreffive effe< 5 t. It Hated, that the diftrefled cohdi- 
tipn of the proteftants abroad, the engagements contrafted by certain powers, 
which feemed to lay the foundation of new difturbances in Europe, and to 
threaten his fubjedts with the lofs ot their mod advantageous trade, had obliged 
the king to conclude a defenfive alliance with France and Pruflia, and to 
invite the States (leneral and other powers to accede, with a view to ic- 
' cure their rights and privileges, and preferve the peace and balance of Eti- 
fppe. It adverted to the machinations of the diflafledted party, in fa- 
vour of the Pr'Jtender ; and after urging the neceffity of jdacing the king- 
dom in a pofturc of defence, concluded in the true Ipirit of the preventive 
and pacific fyflem adopted by the miniller. “ When the world fhall fee, 
that you will not fuffer the Britidi crown and nation to be menaced and in- 
fulted, thole, w' ho moll envy the prefent happinels and tranquillity of this 
kingdom, and are endeavouring to make us fubfervient to their ambition, 
W'ill confider their owm intcrefl and circumflances, before they make any at- 
tempt upon lb brave a people, ftrengthened and fupported by jjrudcnt and 
powerful alliances ; and, though defirous to preferve the peace, able and 
ready to defend thenirolvcs againfl; the efforts of all aggreffors. Such l efoai- 
tions, and fuch meafures, timely taken, I am fatisfied, are the moft effeftual 
means of preventing a war, and continuing to us tlic bleffings of peace and 
profperity 

Addrefll's, in conformity with the fpcech, were prefented by both lioufcs, to 
fupport the king againfl all attempts to diflurb the public repofe : And 
the commons immediately proceeded to confider of a fupply. On the pro- 
pofal for continuing the fame number of men as were maintained in the lad 
year, a motion of Shippen.to reduce the 4,000 men, was negatived without 
a divifion, and the original queftion carried. Another being made by Pulte- 
ncy, for a committee to date the public debts, from 171410 1725, Wal- 
pole objcbled to it as unfcafonable and prepoderous, and calculated to give a 
tiangerous wound to public credit, when the monied men were too much alarmed 
with the appearances of an approaching war; and urged, that in the prefent 
podurc of affairs, the commons could not better exprefs tlieir love to their 
country, tlian by fulfilling their ipromiles, and raifing the necefl'ary fupplies, 
for._^the purjKjfe of enabling the king to make good his late engagements, 

Journals. Chandler. Tindal. 
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cllfappointing the hopes of the difaffeifted, and refcnting any infults which Chapter 49 
might be offered to his crown and dignity. Barnard, member for London, * 7 ^S * 7 * 

having contirmed the ftatcmcnt of the minifter, and obfcrved that ilocks had ■ 

already fallen 12 or 14 per cent. ; his remarks made adeepiinprcffioa on the 
houfe ; and the motion was negatived by 262 againft 89. 

The treaty of Hanover was prefented to the houfe of commons by Sir Tre.-ity of 
Robert Walpole, but he did not take any active part on that occafioii. 

The butinefs of the day. was principally fupported by his brother Horace 
Walpole, who opened the debate with a very abte fjiecch, in which 'rhe 1725 6. 
gave a detail of the ftate of affairs in. Europe, from the peAce of Utrecht to 
that time ; dwelt on the dangerous conli.x]ucnces which ibight refult 
from the union of S])ain and the Emiieror, and endeavoured to prove the 
neceffity of the treaty formed at Idanover, between .England, France, and 
Pruflia, as being the only method of counteraAing the ambitious detigns of 
thofe two fovereigns, prclerving the tranquillity of Europe, reftoring the ba- 
lance of ])ower, and Iccuring the trade and commerce of England. 

The ojipofition, with gjeat art, condemned the treaty, as being made folcly 
with a view to Hanover, and as likely to engage the nation in a war for the 
defence of the king’s dominions in Germany, contrary to the article in the 
adt for limiting the crown in the proteftant line, which being the balls of the 
aift of fettlcmcnt, was become part of the conftitution, and therefore ought 
to be held llicred and inviolable. The olijedfion was well anfwered by Henry 
IVIliam, “ Tliat the true iueaning and intent of tli.it limitation, was not 
wholly and for ever to t’eprivo his majefty’s foreign dominions of any affifl- 
ance from this nation ; for if i'o, the king in that rcl'jicct would be in a vvorle 
condition upon his acceffion to the Britith throne, than lie was before ; but 
only to reftrain the fovereign for the future, from engaging the nation, at 
his plcafure, ii>a war for the defence of any dominions not belonging to the 
crown of England, without the confent of parliament, to whom the Icgilla- 
ture witely left to judge and determine, whether liich a war was juft and 
ncceflary or no ? That for his own part, he was fully of opinion, that if in the 
prefent jundturc, his foreign dominions Ihould be attacked or infulted, this 
nation ought to fupport the king againft all his enemies 

The only lhare VValpole took in this debate, was in reply to Pulteney, who 
fpoke againft the motion, and fuggefted that the backwardnefe of the Em- 


* Chandler, vol. 6, p. t6s. 
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^ lit. {io;oi-‘ b griming the iuveillturc of Bremen and Verden might have been 
motive: tor the, late incafurcs; ohlerveu, “ that the king might long 
ago iiRvc received the invelHturc, if he wouid have confented to, pay the ex- 
ortiitant lees demandod on tiiat occafion,” An acldrels, moved by Pelham, 
was carried in the aiiinnaiivc,' by 285 againil 107; and the fame trium- 
phant majonty voted an extnii ordinary fnppiy, an incrcafc of fearaen, and 
tcilificd then' hearty concurrence to lupport government in the inoft vigorous 
meafures. 


.f roro^-ntion 

jnu;iiL 


!V^(>rou5 

^^reparations. 


'Ilhs teiTion, in vvhichi fcarcely any oppofition was made to the meafurb of 
government, was clofed on the 24th of May by prorogation ; when tlic king, 
aitc) ietuming his hearty tli.'Uiks tor their attention and zeal, and extolling tlieir 
ipint and rdblution, concluded, “ The couftant employment of my thoughts, 
and the moil caniefl willns ol my heart, tend wholly to the fecuring to my 
lubjeeds their juil rights and advantages, and. to the preferving to tlicnt and 
to all Isuropc, the enjoyment of a lale aad honourable peace ; mid 1 mufl; 
not conclude without giving you the flrongefl afl'urances, that ihc particular 
confidence you Isave jrlaced in mo, ihull be made ufe of in I'uch a manner 
only, as may moO: efiee^ually conduce to the aitainitig thofe good and great 
purpoles*,” 

In confequence of this cOVifionof jmiiiamentaiy zeal, the ruoil aclivc pre- 
parations for commencing or preveiuing hofliliucs were Uindc, in eosircit 
with France.' The hril dlbrt.3 were directed to the Nortli, as to tli.: [.oirit 
which apjx'ared moll dangerous and tilarmitrg. Fut ii rcitulreu no great j;e- 
iK'tmtion to forefee, that if Rullia could either bribe 01 uwe Sweden into com- 
pliance, Denmark would not be aide to rcTul the combination of ihei'e two 
powers. A Kuffian Iquadron riding in the port of Gotlwlaurg, in canjuuc- 
tiof! with the Stvedilh fleet, would keep Great Britain in contiiuKil a'linus, 
by threatening her with an immediate invaflon, and be ready to co-o]<cr.Uc 
with the Emperor and Spain. The golden flio\ver.s poured into Sweticji 
froju France and England, overcame the' Floitlcin and Riilii;ui jxirty, 
and Sweden prepared, on dte lirfl appearance of the Eiiglilli Iquadron, to 
renounce tljc alliance With Raffia, and to receive the, Hanoverian allies 
with o|)e!i arms. The fciuadron ftnt to the Baltic under the command 
of Sir Charles Wager, efllclcd the purpofes for which -it was equipped; 
it inipired l)enurark with confidence enabled Sweden to recede from 
its alliance witli Ruflia, and, to accede to the treaty of Fianoverj it coxn- 


* Joiii'nab. Cliancller, Tiiidal. 
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pelled thecmprefs Catherine to renounce her hoftile attempts In favour of 
the duke of Holftein; and though flie afterwarcis concluded a formal alliance 
with tlie Emperor, yet it was not attended with any material elTedts. 
Tlireatened with an attack from the united arms of France, England, 
Sweden, Denmark, and Holland, who had acceded to the treaty of Hanover, 
and finding herlelf not likely to receive any cflvc^ual afiiftance from her ally 
the Emperor, who, though he had fed need Pruflia from the Hanover allies, 
had been foiled in his attempts to gain the princes and circles of the 
empire, lier imjx)tent refentment fublidcd at tlie near approach of danger, 
ahd her fleet quietly remained in her ports, without venturing tooppofe the 
Britifli fquadron. 

Thefe vigorous meafures in the North, which detached Sweden from 
Ruflia, and prevented all concert between the Emperor and Catherine, ef- 
fected the mod difficult part of the bulinefs, and were a prelude to tlie 
fuccefsful iflue of the exertions againll Spain and the Emperor. The 
Imughty and reftlcfs ambition of Spain had roufed up the fpirit of the British 
nation, but ftrong prejudices in favour of the houfe of Auftria prevailed in 
England. The Emperor had many partizans, and even Walpole was in- 
clined not to pufli matters vigoroufly againfl; him, but the imprudence of 
the Emperor deftroyed thele favourable imprelfions. 

This year gave birth to two ev'onts of great imjKjrtance, which occurred 
nearly at tlie llime {)eriod, the fall of Ripperda, and the di/grace of the duke 
of Bourbon. The fill of Ripperda, of wl)ich a full account is given in a 
fubfequent chapter, was unfavourable to the interefts of England, On his 
cUfgrace, he took refuge in the houfe of the Britifh embaflador, where he 
was arrefted by command of the king of Spain. Stanhope complained of 
the violation of the law of nations, and was warmly iup})Oited by the foreign 
miniflcrs. Tlie Spatiifli cabinet tendered excufes ; memorials and counter 
memorials palled between the two courts ; the mlfunderftanding was incrcafed, 
and Philip made valt preparations by fea and land, which were evidently de- 
ligncd for tlie .liege of Gibraltar *. 

'I'hc dilgrace of tlie duke of Bourbon was received at the courts of Madrid 
and Vienna with the higheft tranfports of joy, as a furc prelude to the 
reparation ot France from England, and reconciliation witli Spain, The 
elevation of Fleury was hailed by the Jacobites as the beginning of a new 
jera, and the certain forerunner of a fuccefsful attempt to place the Pre- 
tender on the throne, by the united arms of France, Spain, and Auflria; but 
the addrefs of Horace Walpole, who had fecured his confidence, prcvailctl 
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on the new miniflcr to maintain the union, and to ratify the enga'irnicnts 
fpecificd in the treaty of Hanover. While the oppohtion in England inciul ■ 
trioufly circulated reports, that the cabinet was duped by FIcury, the Frcncly 
party hoftilc to his rncafures, and the queen of Spain, declared that Meury 
was a cowar 1 , and wholly governed by tliat heretic Horace Walpole*. 

The parliament aflcmbled the ryth of January 1727, and tire king in Ms 
fpcctli from the tiironc obferved, that he li.ad received information from dif- 
ferent ])arls, on wliich he could entirely depend, that the placing the Pre- 
tender upon the throne of this kingdom was one of the articles of the fe- 
rret engagements ; and if time fhould evince, that the giving up the trade 
of this nation to one power, and Gibraltar and Port Mahon to another, is 
made the price and reward of impoting upon this kingdom a Pop^th Pre- 
tender, what indignation nuitl this raife in the bread of every proteftant Bri- 
ton J--! This whole f[)ccch is tingularly full and explicit, and in length ex- 
ceeds all others, wliiciu tince the revolution, had been delivered from the 
throne. Tiic conelufion peculiarly animated and impreffive : “ Ifprclerving a 
due balance of power in Kuronc ; if defending the poirefiio.ns ot the crown 
of Great Britain, of infinite advantage and fecurity to our trade and com- 
merce ; if fupporting that trade and commerce againfl dangerous and un- 
lawful encroachments; and if the prefent ellablilhment, the religion, liber- 
ties, and properties of a proteflant people, are any longer conliderations 
worthy of the care and attention of a Britilh parliiiment ; 1 ucGd lay no 
more to incite my loyal and faithful liotdes of parliament to exert tlicm- 
felves in the defence of all that is tlcar and valuable to them.” 

The zeal and indignation ratfed by this fpecch was fo great, that the ad- 
drefs of thanks was carried by a majority of 251 againfl 81 ; a,nd the' com- 
mons proved, that the warm terms in which they conveyed their approba- 
tion of the meafures which had been purlued, were not confined to mere 
form. Twenty thoufand fcamen were nnanimoufly voted ; the army v/as 
augmented to 26,000 men, and the fiipplics demanded for the (ervice of the 
current year, were voted without the leafl oppofition. The public indigna- 
tion, excltcil by the peremptory demand of the reflitution of Gibraltar, and 
the fecret articles ,in the treaty of Vienna, which, according to the pofitive 
declarations of the king and his mlniflcns, related to the Pretender, was flili 
farther incrcafcd by the imprudent conduft of Palm, the Imperial miniflcr 
at London. Caballing with the EJanoverian minifters, and confiding in the 


* Horace Walpole's Apolooy. Walpole Papers, 
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counfcls of oppofition, he advifed the Emperor, in a letter which fell into the 
hands of the miniftx-rs, to make a public declaration, that the affortions con- 
tained in the Ipcech v ere fallc 

Guidc*d by this imprudent advice, the Emperor, who was wliolly unac- 
quainted witl, rise principles of the JCngUth condituf ion, ordered Palm to 
prefent a niemi)rial to t‘ie king. In this memorial, tlic Imperial rniiiiiler, 
utter reflefting on the fpccch, and after denying, in his ma(lcr’.s name, in tlic 
moil Iblemn manner, the cxiflcuce of an\' ieerct articles, concluded in thefe 
words: “ Which things being thus, the injury oifered to trurli, the honour 
and dignity of his lacred Imperial and Cainolic majefty require, that they 
fnould be expofed to your majefly, to the kii^gdom of Great Britain, and to 
the whole w'orld : and Ids lacred Imperial majeiiy demands tliat rci>aration 
which is due to him by all manner (.>f rydu, for the great injuries which have 
been done him by tliele many iminUations 

This memorial was printed and circulated, and was acconij'/.iaicd with a 
letter from the Inqrerial chancellor, count Zniaendortr, cnjoinijig I’ahn to 
publilh it, that the whole natioix might be acquainted wiili it j;. The in- 
temperate language uled in thcl'e pajicrs, and tlie indlicreiion ot didfnguilh- 
ing, between the king and his lubjccb, and ot a]>pcaimg from the throne t<^ 
the nat ion, excited tlie jufl relcntmeiit of parliament. I he memorial heittg 
I'ubmitted to t;he houfe of commotis, not only thole who lu|)ported gf>verji- 
rnent, buc even Pultcncy, Sir ^Viliialll Wya-llmm, Shijxpen, and (he leading 
members in opjxofition, af>,rccd in cxprethiig the liiglielt; indignation at this 
att'ront ofiered to tiic crown, -ukI tlrongly rejxrobalcd the audaciouliicfs of the 
imperial miniflcr. The whole houfe unanimoutly adopted the addrets drawn 
up bv Walpole, “ To exprefs the lii^hcll refentment at the aflfojit atid 
indignity ofiered to his moll lacred majclly, by the mcmol’ial delivered by 
Monlieur de Palm, the Emixeror’s rehdent, and at his infok'i'ice in print- 
ing and dilperling; the lame througliout the kingdom; t(.i declare their 
utmofl abhorrence of this auclaci'tus manner ot a['.i)caling to the jicoyilc 
againil his majelly ; and their deteilation of the prctuniixtuous and vain ;u- 
tempt of endeavouring to inflil into the minds of any of his majelly’:; faith- 
ful i’ubjtfis, the Icail dillruft or diliidence in his moft facred royal worti ; to 
return his majefly Itie thanks of this houfe, for his care ami vigilance, in 
difeovering tlic leerct and pernicious elofigns of his enemies, and his goodnef's 
in communicating to his parliament 'the dangers that threatened this king- 
dom; and to atfurc his majefly, that the houfe would Hand by aiwl ru[)j>orl: 
him againfl all open and fccrct enemies, both at home and abrojd ; and 

* Correrpoiu'enct. i Tiixlal, vol. ig. i>. <;:6. 1 Hilt. 
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crre(flually defeat the expedations of all fuch as may have in any manner 
countenanced, encouraged, or abetted the difturbers of the public trajiquil- 
lity in this extravagant infult upon his niajefty, or flattered them with hopes, 
that an obftinate perfeverance in their dellruclive meafurcs, could flagger 
the firmnefs of the Britilli nation, in vindication of his majefty’s honour, and 
the defence of their rights and privileges*.” 

Soon after the prefentation of this addrefs, Palm was commanded to leave 
the kingdom j the Britilh refident at Vienna cpiitted the Imperial dominions; 
and as the Spaniih minifler had previously taken an abrupt departure, a rup- 
ture with Spain and the Emperor appeared to be unavoidable. The mofi; 
adive preparations were, made on all fides ; Spain commenced hollilities 
by the fiege of Gibraltar, and expeded to be feconded by the whole force 
of the houle of Auftria. A bloody war would have been the confequence 
of this attack, had the Emperor fulfilled the treaty of Vienna; or had Eng- 
land and France inftantly direded their whole force againft the relllefs and 
ambitious court of Madrid. Fortunately, the pacific fentiments of Walpole 
and Fleury began to operate on the aftairs of Europe, and the government 
of England exhibited a ftriking inflancc of vigour and moderation ; of vigour 
in the preparations for war, and of moderation in fulpending the blow, at the 
very moment in which it was ready to ftrike with efi'ed. 

Walpole dreaded the interruption of our commerce with Spain, which at 
that time formed the moft exteufive branches of the national trade, and with 
tiiat view ftrained every nerve to infufe lentiments of reconciliation into the 
Britith cabinet. ITencc the inllrudions -f- of admiral Holier, who liad been 
font on an expedition to the Spanifli Well Indies, enjoined him in the 
ftrongeft manner not to commit hollilities ; hence England alfo declined the 
olfer of France, to confider the attack of Gibraltar as a cafus faderis, from 
an apprehenfion left the warlike interpofition of France fliould contribute 
to the diflufion of hollilities ; hence, notwithftanding the infult oft’ered to the 
king and nation by the Emperor, through the medium of his rninifter, over- 
tures of accommodation were gladly received through the mediation of 
France. 

When the Emperor fo grofsly infulted the king and the nation by the 
memorial of Palm, he conceived the moft languine expeiftations of having 
formed a confederacy ftrong enough to oppofe the allies of Hanover. He 
Kad feduced the king of Pruflia from the treaty of Hanover ; he had already 
gained the dedors of Mentz, Treves, Cologne, and Palatine; fccured the 
neutiality of the Saxons, and even prevailed on the duke of Brunfwic Wol- 
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fenbuttle, to admit an Auflrian garrifon into Brunfwic, from wlicnce he 
might eafily make an irruption into Hanover. He had concluded a Jlricl 
alliance with tlie Czarina, and collefted an army of ■jo, 000 men, ready to 
march from the Netherlands to the invafion of Holland. 

But the mealurcs ac]o])ted in oppofition to thefc hoflile defigns, dilcon- 
ccr .d Iiis views; 20,000 Danes, and 12,000 Swedes, were fubhdited by 
England and France; 12,000 Ilelhans taken into Englilb j'Jay; and a French 
army was collecting on the frontiers of Germany. The death of the Czarina, in 
May, deprived the Emperor of a powerful ally; the king of Pfuffia began to 
waver; the princes and circles of CJenmny refufed to confider the caule of 
the houfe ot Auftria as the caul’e of the empire; and as the king of Spain 
was unalde to fupply him with thofe large liims of money, which tlie un- 
bounded jiromiles of Ripperda had led inm to expeft, Charles found him- 
felf unable to retitt tlie p^owcrful combination againtl Iiim. He facrificed 
Spain to his own laf .-ty ; and after a fliort negotiation commenced by the 
Pope, and continued thiough the mediation of France, he ligned at Paris, 
on the 3111 of M;y, in his own name, and in that of Spain, the prelimi- 
naries of peace with England, France, and Holland. He agreed to fufpend 
the charter of the Oftend company for feven years; confirmed all tlie treaties 
in force anterior to 1725, and confented to fubmit to a general congrefs 
the termination of the clifputes fubfifting between the allies of Hanover and 
Vienna. 


Chajiter 29. 
1 725 to 1725 


Separate 
peace with 
the Emperoi 

1727. 


DifmifTeci in 
May 1726. 


Philip the Fifth having, in confequence of his difagreement with France, Spain forced 
no miniflcr at Paris, the preliminaries were fignetl at Vienna in the begin- accede, 
ning of June, by the Juke of Bournonville, the S])anith cmbalTador; the 
fifth article declaring that they fliould be executed immediately after 
the fignature by the Emperor and the allies, and by Spain eight days 
after the king of Spain had received them figned. In conlequence of this 
agreement, George the Firft ilfued orders to lord Portmore, governor of 
Gibraltar, and bis admirals, both on the coafts of Spain, and in the Weft 
Indies, to ceafe all hoftilities, and to reflore all prizes taken from Spain ; to 
permit the return of the galleons to Europe, and to raife the blockade of 
Porto Bello, and the other ports in the Weft Indies. In return, it was ex- 
peded that the fuge of Gibraltar -would be raifed, and the prizes taken 
from England, partlcula- iy the prince Frederick, belonging to the South Sea 
company, at Vera Cniv. would be reftored, 

Onproro^ing the iiument, the king obferved, in his fpcech from May 15. 
the throne, in a Ian ■ h:cli breathed the pacific fentiments of Wal- 
pole, “ The liege r .ruiur proves, beyond all difpute, the aim and 

defign 
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dcfigii of the engagements entered into by the Emperor and the king of 
Spain ; but the preparations I had matle for the defenec of that place, and 
the bravery of my troops, will, I doubt not, convince them of the ra(hnci« 
and folly of that undertaking. However the love of peace has hitherto pre- 
vailed on me, even under t-his high provocation, to fulpend, in fome meafure, 
my refentments ; and inltcad of having immediate rccourlc to anus, and de- 
manding of niy allies that afiifl;ance, which they arc engaged and ready to give 
me, I have concurred with the moll Chrilliari king, and tlic States Gciicral, 
in making fuch overtures of accommodation, as mud convince all tlie world 
of the ujrrightnefs of our intentions, and of our lincere diljiolition to peace; 
and demonllrate, to whofc- ambit ion .and third of power tlie c.damities of a 
war are to be imputed, if thel'e jud and rcalonablc propotiiions are rcjcdlcd. 
In the mean time, I have the pleafure to acquaint you, that the crown of 
Sweden has acceded to the treaty of Hanover, and the convention between 
me, his mod Chridian majedy, and the king 6f Denmark, is atdually tign- 
ed Such was the date of the negotiation, when tlie king departed for 
Hanover, in June lyzj. 


CHAPTER THE THIRTIETH. 

1727. 

Cabnh of the. Diuhefs of Koidul a:td Rolinibroke to remove IVaipole, — Boling- 
broke' s luterviiiv zvith the Krnv. — Sanguine Hope.s of Oppojition. — Death of 
the King. — RItmoirs of his kVife, the unfa) Innate Sophia of Zell. 

Cabals A T this period j Walpole dood in the highed edimation with the king 

agaiiilt Will- and nation ; and his pacilic fcntlments were fo well known, that all 

who defiled the blelfing of peace, wilhed for his continuance in office; yet ru- 

* Joiinip.ls. Chandler. 
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mours of a clmnge iti admiuiilnition were bdicvcd and circulated j and a 
tormal attempt was made by IMingbrokc, in co-ojicratiou with the duchel.s 
ot Kendal, to obtain his removal, uiul to I'uWlituto himlelf in his j.lace. A 
full account of this intrigue, which has occafioned various conjcC-iurcs and 
uncertain fpeculadons, is here given ifom undouj^cd autliorilies. 

The duchefs of Kendal, who, by the death, of lady Darlington, remained 
V. iihout a rival in the confidence of the king, harl, in contideration of;(.‘. i i ,000, 
aith red lord Bolingbroke that ihe would obtain his complete reiloiation * ; 
but Iiavinp- tailed in effeding her promife, the threw the whole blame on 
Sir Robert ^Val[)ole, as the perlbn who ouilruflcd tlie king’s deligns in Iris 
lavour; and tliough (he was inclined to lecond all attcm}>ts for tlie |)urpo(e 
of obtaining his cliigracc, yet naany circumftaaccs prevented her from exert- 
ing her intlucncc in tiivour of Bolingbroke. 

She was become timid ami cautious; fearful of diftreffing the mind of 
the king, who was declining in years and health, and eafiiy ileprclied. Siic 
was unwilling to cffeiul the minitVers, who, beides the ])aynient of a peit- 
f'ion of /g ■7, -00 from the exchequer, which it de\Kaded on their [lunc- 
tuality to difeharge, feeured her good-will by prknite prefents, and fupp.lied 
her with various means of gratifying Iier raiiacioulnels. She alTccted great 
concern for tlie intcrefl of England, and lacriliced to her own tram]uillity 
the concerns of the Hanoverian junto. Under thefc circumfianccs, it was 
no cafy tafo to roiile her ablivc exertions; but Bolingbroke paid affid nous 
court ; his wife was no Icfs conllant. in her attendance, and lioth anxioufly 
watched for a favourable opportunity, which at length Ibemed to jircient 
iti'elf. 

'I'hc eldell fon of Sir Robert Walpole had been appointed ranger of Rich- 
mond Park, and the minidcr, while a new kxlge wms building, took a Imall 
tenement on Richmond Hill, where the king after Ihooting, occafionally 
dined with him, and palled the afternoon vlrinking jiunch, of which he 
was exccffivcly fond, in an eafy and convivial manner. The duchefs, 
alarmed at this familiar intcreourlc, auvl anxious to render tlictc vilits lets 
frequent, attempted, by means of ibme of her German friends, who Were ge- 
nerally of the party, to break up the meeting iboner than the ufual time of 
retiring; but their attempts having no eflebt, the duchefs liflcned to the 
overtures of B .'lii gbroke, who artfully fomented her jealoufy againtt Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, and prevailed on her to fccond his efforts. 


He 
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He drew up a long memorial, full of invedives againft the minlfter, whidi 
the duchefs of Kendal fecretly delivered to the king. After Hating in various 
inftances the mifeondud of adminillration, he concluded, by requefting an 
audience, and undertook to demonftrate that the kingdom muft inevitably 
be ruined, fhould Sir Robert Walpole continue at the head of the treafury. 
The king put this memorial into the hands of the minifter, who concluded, 
tliat the perfon who conveyed it, could not be ignorant of the contents : 
-after fome inquiry, he traced it to the duchefs of Kendal, who, on being in- 
terrogated, acknowledged that Ihc had delivered it, and attempted to juftify 
her condud by frivolous excufes. Walpole in reply, only entreated her as a 
favour, to fecond the inftances of Bolingbroke, and to procure for him that 
audience,^ which he fo eameftly folicited. The duchefs, after feveral endea- 
vours to excufe herfelf, promifed compliatice j and at a proper interval, 
Walpole befouglit the king to grant an audience to Bolingbroke i and urged 
the propriety, by obferving, that if this requeft was rejeded, much clamour 
would be railed againft hiil! for keeping the king to himl'elf, and for permit- 
ting none to approach his perfon who might tell unwelcome truths. 

The king declined complying in fo pofitive a manner, tliat Walpole could 
not venture to prefs it any farther in perfon; but waited on the duchefs to 
renew his application. He found lady Bolingbroke on a vifit, and when flic 
retired, was informed, that the kingwas unwilling to admit Bolingbroke, on 
a fuppofition that it would make him uneafy. Walpole repeated his earneft 
entreaties, and declared that he could not be eafy, until the audience was 
granted. Thcfe prefiing foHcitations finally had their effed ; and Boling- 
broke was admitted into the clolet, 

Wliile Walpole was attending in an adjoining apartment, lord Letchmere 
came, and demanded admiflion for the fignature of pajiers, which he had 
brought as chancellor of the duchy of Cornw'all. He was informed tliat 
Bolingbroke was with the king, and that Walpole was alfo waiting. In the 
midft of his furprife, Bolingbroke coming' out, Letchmere inftantly rufhed 
into the clofet, and without making any apology, or entering upon his own 
bufuiefs, burft out into the moft violent invedives againft Walpole, whom 
he reviled as not contented with doing mifehief himfelf, but had introduced 
one who was, if poflible, worfe than himfelf, to be his afllftant. The king, 
delighted with this miftake, calmly alked him, if he would undertake the 
•ofhcc of prime minifter. Letchmere made no reply, but continued pouring 
forth his invedives, and finally departed without having offered any of the 
papers to fign. WaljiGle found the king lb highly diverted and occupied 
with this incident, that it was fome time before he had an opportunity of 
9 inquiring 
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imiulring the fubjeft of Bolingbroke’s convertation. The king fiightly an- Chapter 30. 
fwered, “ Bagate/ks, bagatelles," * 7 * 7 * 

Thus was this formidable attack defeated by the prudence and firmnefs of 
the miniftcr ; the king continued his confidential vifits, and on his depar- t-ffeft. 
ture for Hanover, ordered him to have the lodge in Richmond Park linilhed 
againll his return *. 

Such is the account of this extraordinary tranfaftion, given by Walpole Vagrjcnt- 
hlmfelf -f ; yet other reports have been circulated, which deferve confideration. '*** 

Bolingbrokc fo confidently and repeatedly atierted, that on the king’s return 
from Hanover, he fhould be ajrpointcd minifter, that this opinion obtained 
belief, not only from his friends and parii/.ans, but from otliers who were 
lefs inimical to the minifter, and lefs defirous of his fall. Swift exprelles his 
hopes on the lubjeft , with liis ulual freedom, in a letter to Dr. Sheridan, 

May 13 th, 1727 ; and Atterbury drew up a memorial to cardinal Fleur)', in 
which he treated the fall of the minifter as a certain event. Pelham alfo 
toUl fpeaker Onllow that at this period, Walpole was fo convinced of Bo- 
lingbroke’s intended elevation, as to have adopted the refolution of refign- 
ing and accepting a peerage, but was deterred by the remonftrances of the 
duke of Devonlhire, and the rcprelentations of the princefs of Wales, who 
dilfuaded him from a ftep, which would incapacitate him for taking his 
accuftomed lead in the houfe of commons. 

On the other hand, Horace WaljX)le, lady Walfingham, and the ducheft 
of Kendal lierfelf, in a converfation with Sir Matthew Decker, allertcd that 
the king did not intend to difmifs Walpole. It is not difficult, how- 
ever, to reconcile thefe contradidory reports. It was natural for Bolingbrokc 
to propagate an opinion tending to exalt his own importance ; it is probable 
that Walpole, in a peevilh moment of difl'atisfadion, might have exprefled 
a refolution of retiring ; and the whole account might poflibly have received 
its greateft authority from Walpole’s own declaration, that knowing the 
venality of the duchefs of Kendal, her afccndancy over the king, and the in- 
fluence of Bolingbrokc over her, he was not without apprehenfions that her 
efforts might have finally fucceeded. 

The king departed for Hanover on the 3d of June; he enjoyed perfed neathoftke 
licalth till he arrived at Delden. He was entertained by the count de kjpg. 
Twittel, at a country houfe about twenty miles from that town. The king 
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eat fome melons after fupper, which probably caufed the indigeftion of 
wiiich he died. He returned that evening to Delden, and let out early the 
next morning, after having breakfafted on a cup of chocolate. On his arrival 
at Bentheim, the king felt himl'elf indifpofed, but continued his journey inop- 
polition to the re})catcd entreaties of his fuite. His indilpofition increafed, 
and when he arrived at Ippenburen, lie was quite lethargic ; his hand fell 
down as if lilliefs, and liis tongue hung out of his mouth. He gave, however, 
figns of life, by continually crying out, as well as he could articulate, Ofnabrug, 
Olhabrug. This impatience to reach Ofnabrug, induced the attendants not 
to flop at f])i>enburen, but to haften on, in hopes of arriving at that city before 
he died. But it was too late. I'he exaft time and place of his death cannot 
be afeertained ; but it is mofl: probable, that he expired either as the car- 
riage w.as afeending the hill near Ippenburen, or on the fummit. On their 
arrival at the palace of his brother, the bilhop of Ofnabrug, he was imme- 
diately bled, but all attempts to recover him proved ineffeftual*. A courier 
had been difpatchecl to the duchefs of Kendal, who had remained at Delden, 
with the account of the king’s dangerous lituation ; he met her on the road, 
about two miles on the other (idc of the Rhine ; but as Ihe was haftening on, 
another courier announced his death. She beat her breaft, tore her hair, 
and gave figns of extreme grief ; and then, difmiffing the Englilh ladies w'ho 
accompanied her, took the road to Brunfwic, where fhe continued three 
months -f . 

Lord Townlliend, who was on his journey to Hanover, repaired inflantly 
to Ofnabrug, where he arrived on the 22d, early in the morning; but find- 
ing the king clemifed, he wrote a letter of condolence and congratulation 
to the new fovereign, and taking poft, purfued his journey to England. 

Before I conclude the reign of George the Firft, one remarkable fadt muft 
not be omitted : As the king could not readily fpeak Enghih, nor Sir 
Robert Walpole French, the minifler was obliged to deliver his lentiments 


• For this ac.coiint of the king’s cleatli, I 
am inciebted to my friend Nathaniel Wraxal, 
efquirt, who obtained it from ijeribns at Ha- 
nover aitd Ofnabrug, who recollcfled the 
event. 

The ducliefs of Kendal was filler of 
Frederic Adiatius, count of Schulenburgli 
and Htdlen. Petronellc Meldina, tlie coiintels 
of Walfiiighirii, who afterwards married the 
earl of Chelferfield, was fupp' fed to be her 
daughter by George the Firll, though llie was 

4 


confidered as her niece. The duchefs returned 
to England, and died at a very advanced age. 
She principally refided at Kendal Houfe, near 
Twickenham, which was after her death con- 
verted into a tea garden. Her immenfe pro- 
perty was divided amongft her German rela- 
tions, and the countefs of Chefterfield. 

J Sir Cyril Wick to Stephen Poyntz, June 
2/, 1727. Correfpondence. Lord Townlhend 
to tlie king. 
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in Latin j and as that w^s a language in which neither could converfe w'ith 
readinels and propriety, Walpole was frequently heard to fay, that during 
the reign of the iirft George, he governed the kingdom by means of bad 
latih *. It is a matter of wonder, that under fuch difadvantages, the king 
rtiould take pleafure in tranfadling bufinefs with him, a circiimtlancc which 
was principally owing to the method and perl’picuity of his calculations, and 
to the extreme facility with which he arranged and explained the moll ab- 
flrufe and difficult combinations of finance.. 

It has been already oblervcd, that George the Firft had, by a left-handed Memoirs of 
marriage, efpoufed llie ducheis of Kendal, at the time his real wile, the ^ 
unfortunate Sophia Dorotliy, was flill alive. She was tlie only child of 


William duke of Zell, by Eleanor d’Emiers, of the houlc of Olbreuie, in 
France; was born in 1666, and her hand was courtctl by (ho molt power- 
ful princes of Germany. Flis fatlier Ernell Augullus had once dclignecl 
him for the princcis Anne, afterwards cjueen of England ; he aftually 
went to England to pay his addrcli'es, and was well received and approved 
by the whole court. But he was recalled by his father, who had fuddenly 
concluded a match for him with his coufin. 

Sophia, at the time of tlieir marriage, was only fixtcen years of age, and 
was a princefs of great pcrfonal chanhs and mental endowments -p, yet her 
attradlions did not. retain the aftedlions of iicr hufband. After (he luul 
brought him a fon and a daughter, he ncgicfted his amiable confort, and 
attached himfelf to a favourite niiftrefs. 

Such was the fituation of Sophia, when count Konigfmark aSwedifh no- 
Ijleman, arrived at I lanovcr. 1 le was a man of a good figure, and profefled 
gallantry ; had been formerly enamoured of Sophia at Zell, and was fuj)- 
pofed to have made fome impreffion on her heart. On the light of her, his 
palfion, which had been diminillied by abfcnce, broke out with inefeafing vio- 
lence; he had the imprudence publicly to renew his attentions; and as 
George was abfent at the army, he made his felicitations with redoubled 
ardour. Information of his attachment, and of his fuccefs, was con- 
veyed to Ernell Auguftus ; and one evening, as the count came out of her 
apartment, and was eroding a pallage, he was put to death by perfons placed 
to intercept him, in the prefcnce of the elctflor ; and tradition flill marks the 


* From lord Orford. 
f Rimujs, 

Brother of count Konigfmark, who was 
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Period III. fpot wljerc this murder was committed. Sophia was immediately put under 
arreft; and though flie folemnly protefted her innocence, yet circumftances 
ipokc ftrongly againft her. 

George, who never loved his wife, gave implicit credit to the account of 
her infidelity, as related by his father ; confented to her imprifonment, and 
obtained from the ecclefiaftical confillory, a divorce, which was palled on 
the aSth of December 1694. And even her father, the duke of Zell, who 
doated on his only daughter, does not feem to have entertained any doubts 
of her guilt, for he always continued upon the ftrideft terms of friendflrip 
with Ernelt Auguflus, and his fon-in-lavv. 

The unfortunate Sophia was confined in the callle of Alden, fituated on 
the fmall river Aller, in the duchy of Zell. She terminated her miferablc 
exiftence, after a long captivity of thirty-two years, on the 13th of Novem- 
ber 1726, in the fixty-fiiil year of her age, only feven months before the 
death of George the Firft ; and flie was announced in the Gazette, under 
the title of the Eledrefs Dowager of Hanover. 

During her whole confinement, Ihe behaved with no lefs mildnefs than 
dignity j and on receiving the facrament once every week, never omitted, 
on that awful occafion, making the moft folemn affeverations, that fhe was 
not guilty of the crime laid to her charge. Subfequent circumftances have 
come to light, which appear to juftify her memory ; and reports are current 
at Hanover, that her charader was bafely defamed, and that Ihe fell a fa- 
crificc to the jealoufy and perfidy of the countefs of Platen, favourite mif- 
trefs of Erneft Auguftus. Being enamoured of count Konigfmark, who 
flighted her overtures, jealoufy took pofleffion of her breaft; Ihe deter- 
mined to facrifice both the lover and the princefs to her vengeance, and cir- 
cumftances favoured her defign. 

The prince was abfent at the army ; Erneft Auguftus was a man of warm 
paflions and violent temper, eafily irritated, and when irritated, incapable 
of controul. Sophia herlelf had treated count Konigfmark with regard and 
attention, and the lover was hot-headed, lelf-fufficient, priding himfelf on his 
pcrfonal accompliftrments, and accuftomed to fucceed in affairs of gallantry. 

Thofe who exculpate Sophia, aflert either that a common vifit was con- 
ftrued into an aft of criminality ; or that the countefs of Platen, at a late 
hour, fummoned count Konigfmark in the name of the princefs, though 
- without her connivance that on being introduced, Sophia was furprifed at 
his intrufion ; that on quitting the apartment, he was difeovered by Erneft 
Auguftus, whom the countefs had placed in the gallery, and was inftantly 
alfaflinated by perfons whom Ihe had fuborned for that purpofe. 


It 
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It is impoffible, at this diftance of time, to difcover and ti'ace the cir- 
cumftances of this myfterious tranfaftion, on Which no pcrfon at the court 
of Hanover durft at that time tlcliver his opinion ; but the fucklen murder 
of count Konigfmark may be urged as a corroboration of this ftatcment, 
for had his guilt, and that of Sophia been unequivocal, would he not have 
been arrefted and brought to a trial for the purpofe of proving their con- 
nediion, and confronting him with the unfortunate princels. 

Many perfons of credit at Hanover have not fcrupled, fincc the death of 
Erneft Auguftus and George the Firft, to cxprefs their belief that the im- 
putation call on Sophia was falfe and unjull. It is alfo reported, that her 
hufband having made an offer of reconciliation, Ihe gave this noble and 
dildainful anl'wer of haughty virtue, unconfeious of flain : “ If what I am 
acculed of is true, I am unworthy of his bed ; and if my accufation is falle, 
he is unworthy of me. I will not accept his ofl'ers.” 

George the Second, who doated on his mother, was fully convinced of her 
innocence. He once made an attempt to fee her, and even eroded the Aller 
on horlcback, oppofite to the Caftle, but was prevented from having an in- 
terview with her by the baron de Bulow, to whofe care the Eledlor, her 
hufband, had committed her. Had flic furvnved his acceffion, he intended 
to reftore her to liberty, and to acknowledge her as queen dowager. Her 
memory was fo dear to him, that he fecretly kept her portrait in his pofleli- 
fion ; and the morning after the news of the death of George the Firfl. had 
reached London, Mrs. Howard obfe^ved (in the antichamber of the king’s 
apartment) a pidlurc of a woman in the eledloral robes, which proved to be 
that of Sophia. 

George the Second told queen Caroline, that in making fome repairs ia 
the palace of Hanover, the bones of count Konigfmark were found under the 
floor of the antichamber which led to the apartment of Sophia. The queen 
mentioned this fail to Sir Robert Walpole *, and in various converfations 
which fhe held on this fubjed:, Ihe appeared fully convinced of her inno- 
cence } an opinion which the minifter -j- himfelf conftantly adhered to. 


Chapter 30. 




♦ From lord Orford. 

f The account of Sophia of Zell, is de- 
rived from the MS. Journal of N. W. Wrax* 
ail fcfq; Etough’s Papers, and various com- 
mmucations which 1 received at Hanover, 
and Poinitz’s Memoirs. A pretended hiftory 
is publiihed under the title of KtJlaWc fccrctt 


de la DucheJJe d^Hanovre^ Epoufe de George Prt^ 
mier^ Roi de la Grande Bretagne* Les malhtun 
de cette infortunee prince ffe^ fa prtfin au Cha^ 
teau dljdhlen on die a fini fes jcurs ; fes intdlipen- 
ces fccrettes avec It comic de Konigjhiark^ 

Jini a it fujet^ which is a mere romance* 
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PERIOD THE FOURTH: 

From the AcccHion of George the Second, to the Refignation of 

Lord Townshend. 

1727 — 1730, 


ClIAl’TER THE TH I R T Y -F I R S T : 

1727. 

Jiicrjfion and Cdiaraclcr of George the Second. — Education — CharaSler — Perfon 
— Conduit — and Injltunce of Queen Caroline. — Account of Mrs. Harvard, 
afterrvards Couniefs of Suffolk. 

G EORCiE the Second, fon of George the Firft, by Sophia, princefs of 
Luneburgh Zeil, was born at Hanover the 30th of Oftober 1683, and 
principally educated under the direction of his grandmother, the eleftrels 
Sophia. Being at a very early period initiated into the profeffion of arms, 
he made the campaign of 1708 with the allied army in the Netherlands, un- 
der the command of the duke of Marlborough. He greatly diftinguilhed 
himfelf as a volunteer at the battle of Oudenard, where he charged the 
enemy at the head of the Hanoverian dragoons, and had his horle fliot 
under him ‘ In 1 708, he was created duke of Cambridge, and knight of 
the garter ; and at the acceffion of George the Firft, was fo elated, that he 
faid to an Engliflr gentleman, “ I have not one drop of blood in my veins 
which is not Englifli, and at the fervice of my father’s fubjefts -f •” He ac- 
companied the king to England } foon after he had taken his feat in the 
privy council, was created prince of Wales ; and during the kbg’s abfence 
in 1716, was appointed guardian and lieutenant of the realm. 

• Rimius’s Memoirs of the Houfe of Brunfwick. 

I Polnitz, vol, iv, p. 330. *33. 
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The unfortunate mifunderftanding which took place between him and his 
father, has been already related ; and although a reconciliation was etFcded 
through the interpofition of Dcvonlhire and Walpole, yet it was more appa- 
rent than real : the king gave a llrong proof that his jealoufy w'as not abated, 
by never again configning to him the government of affairs during his ab- 
feacc. Notwithflanding this caulc of ditlatisfa(fVion, the prince, from the 
period of the reconciliation, feldom formally oppofed his father’s govern- 
ment ; but palled a retired life, confining himfelf j)rincipally to a fmall circle 
of felcd friends, with whom he lived in habits of ftridt intimacy: of thefc, 
the earl of Scarborough and Sir Spencer Compton w'erc the -moft favoured. 

George the Second was, at the time of his accellion, in the 45th year of 
his age; and bore the ciiaractcr of a prince of high integrity, honour, and 
veracity. His countenance was pleating, dignified, and expreflivc, with pro- 
minent eyes, and a Roman note. In perfon lie was well proportioned, but 
much below the middle fi/.e ; to which the ballad on the feven wife mea 
alludes fpeaklng of Richard, afterwards lord Edgccumbc, who was very di- 
muiUtive : 

“ When Edgecumbe fpokc, the prince in fport 
Laugh’d at the merry elf; 

Rejoic’d to fee within his court 
One fliorter than himfelf. 

I’m glad (cry’d out the quibbling fquire) 

My lownejs makes your highnets higher.'* 

He poffcffed one great advantage over his fiither, that he was not ignorant 
of the language and conftitution of England, although his knowledge of both 
was limited. He was naturally relcrved, except to thofc who belonged to 
his houfchold, or were admitted to his familiar focicty, fond of bufinefs, 
and of great application whenever application was ncceflary ; well acquainted 
with the ftatc of foreign affairs ; and his obfervations, and replies to the 
notes of his minifters, didated by the occafion, prove good fenfe, judgment, 
and reditude of intentions*. His temper was warm, vehement, and irri- 
table ; prone to fudden emotions of anger, and not cafily appealed. He was 
flow in deliberation, cautious in decitlon ; but his opinion once formed, he 
became inflexible, and impatient of rcmonllrance. He was llridly cecono- 
mical, pundual in the difeharge of his expences ; fo peculiarly methodical 
in all his adions and occupations, that, to ufc the expreffion of a nobleman 
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much about his pcrfon, “ he fecmed to think his having done a thing to- 
day, an unanfw'erable reafon for his doing it to-morrow He was rigidly 
attached to etiquette and pundlilious forms, and fond of military parade; 
without tl>e fmallcft tallc for the arts, or love of fcience; like his father, 
he gave no [jatronage to literature, unlefs from the fuggeftions of his queen, 
or the interccflion of his miniflcrs. Cold and phlegmatic in his general 
appearance, he at the fame time pofl'efled a high degree of fenfibility ; 
of w'hich he gave many proofs, particularly on the death of his queen, and 
the reilgnation of Sir Robert Walpole, which would appear incredible to 
thofe wlio were not about his pcrfon, and who arc not acquainted with his 
domeftic charafter. The love of women was his [tredominant wcaknefs; but 
it did not lead him into any excefles which affefted liis public character, or in- 
terfered with the interefts of his kingdom. He had fern, and lamented, that 
his father had been governed by his miftrefles ; and was lo extremely cau- 
tious to avoid a fimilar error, that the countel’s of Yarmouth, w'ho w'as the 
onl}' one among them who pofl'efled any real influence over him, could 
feldom venture to exert her interell in public concerns. She once re- 
quefted Horace Walpole to procure a trifling place for one of her fervants, 
but charged him not to mention to the king that it was at her requeft ; “ be- 
caufe (llie added) if it is known that I have applied, I have no chance of fuc- 
cceding 

But his concluCl was far diflerent in regard to queen Caroline, of whole 
judgment and good fenfe he had the highell opinion, and in whom he ever 
jilaced the moll implicit confidence. Some of the French writers call hiftory 
/a fable convemCy and not without fome degree of reafon ; for moll hillories 
arc written either by authors who have been themfclves intercllcd in the 
events w'hicli they relate, and glofs over the tranfaClions of their own party, 
or are compofed by writers w'ho have not accefs to original papers, know 
little more than common occurrences, and derive the principal fource of in- 
formation from uncertain publications, traditional information, gazettes, and 
news-papers. The perfonage whofc charader I am attempting to delineate, will 
afford a llriking example of the truth of thefe obfervations ; for it is a. re- 
markable faft, that the hiHorians of the reign of George the Second, fcarcely 
mention the name of queen Caroline, wlio almoft entirely governed the king 
during tlie firll ten years of his reign ; who bore her faculties fo mcekl)'^, and 
with Inch extraordinary prudence, as never to excite the leall uneafmefs even in 
a Ibvercign highly tenacious of his authority, but contrived that her opinion 

* Lord HerveytoH. Walpole, Ovt. 31 1755. 

f from Lord Walpole, 


fhould 



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


m- 


fhould appear as if it had been his own ; who folely occafioned th.e conti- Cnaptoi 31, 
nuance of Sir Robert Walpole in the miniftry 3 who patronilcd aiul promoted ^ 

Herring, Eloadley, Clarke, Hare, Sherlockc, Butler, and Pearce; and witiiout 
whole recommendation or concurrence, I'carely any lituation in clnncli or 
Hate was conferred. 

Carolina Wilhclrnina, dauglitcr of John Frederic, Margrave of Anri)adi, Her eihica- 
by the princefs of Saxe-Eyfcnach, was born in 1683. Having loll her father 
when (he was very young, and her mother marrying John George the Fourth, ibn, ‘ 
eleftor of Saxony, Ihc was left under the guardianlhip of PYcderic, cleftor 
of Brandenburgh, afterwards king of Prullia; palled part of her early days 
at the court of Berlin *, and received her education under the fuperintend- 
ance of her aunt, the accomjdilhed Sophia Charlotte p, lifter of George the 
Firft. From her example and inltrudions, Ihc imbibed that politenefs of 


• Pol/iitz. 

t Sophi.i Charlotte, the fecoiul wife of 
Prcdcric, was the uaii^hter of Hrneif Aii- 
gulliis, elector of Hanover. This elegant and 
accom;diflied princets was horn in *668 ; and 
in ih8i, having efpoufed Frederic, then elec- 
toral prince, became, on his accclUon to the, 
throne, the great ornament of his fplendid 
court. Her features were regular, yet ex- 
preflive ; her form, thoiigli below the middle 
ihuurc, wa.s elegant and graceful; her de- 
nieanour dignified and polite; and her condin^l: 
ever irreproaciiablt*. She never interfered in 
nffiiirs of flate, though always ready, wljeii 
railed upon, to aid witfi her coiinfcLs, jour- 
nics, and correfpondenco, the views uf the 
king. Her underfianding was highly culti- 
vated; llic I'poke the princi[^al languages of 
Europe with Inch eafe and fluency, that flic 
ufuallv addrefled herfelf to foreigners in their 
refpedive tongues; the vvas well verftd in 
f:diory, converfant in dllfcrtnt branches of 
fpturai phiiofopliy, and not unacquainted 
» ven wiih fcholailic divinity. Thougfi her 
f '.irc'iig was profound, that flie was filled 
vfic Feniale Philfffopher, Ihc was not only cx- 
diifideat, but carehil to avoid tlie 
utrcflarion of wiflnng to dif}>lay her multi- 
lariou; acquire incnts: She was no flrangcr 
TO (he poll 1C acconiplifhincnts, loud of danc- 
ing, and did nor diidain to l^c an a^frefs in 
plays udiich were ]feribrmed by her coni- 
mand : fife excelled in mufic, iung and com- 
pofid with talie; and was the great patron els 
Ilf Icicnce and. the arts. She drew fwibnitz 
in Jierlin, and aflonifiicd tliat great philofo- 
jfher with tile extent ol .her capa fitv, tlte 

Vot.J. 


depth of hrr rcfearche*:, and the folldity of her 
6b fervn lions. She died at Hanover in 1705, 
on a vilit to her mother the elcidrefs SophiUj^ 
in the 37th year of her ngc; and difplnyed 
on her death-bed the utmoft calmnefs and rc - 
fignation. To tl»e king her hulband Ihe wrot(^ 
a tender letter, thanking him for his care, and 
recommending her donufticsto his proreddioiu 
To her brother, who was difconlblate at her 
approacliing diflblution, file faid, Nothing 
is lb natural as deatlj ; 1 have long confidered 
it as a debt; and though f am young enough 
to have lived a fesv years longer, yet I fee! uo 
regret in dyingd’ When La fiergeric, a Cal- 
viiiifi mijililcr, offered Ins fpiritual affifiance, 
Ihe fiid ; “Friends arc i)roved in (inies of 
necdlity ; you oMbr your alTillance at a mo- 
ment when T c.an no longer Icrveyou; accept 
rny thanks, which arc all that I can befiow." 
Then turning to him, as he was going to exhort 
her, (he continue I ; For twenty years I 
have ferioufiy examined my religion ; 1 have 
jRTufed the books which treat on that lul);ei^ 
with too much attention to be in tlie fioailefi: 
doubt; you can fay nothing to me which I 
do not know; and I can alfure yai, that T 
dcfiart in tranqiiiilhy.’^ Her phyfician repo - 
feuting to licr tiiai fi*e increaled her com- 
plaint by fpe;iking ; “ Adieu l,a Ber- 

gfTie (flic ad.!-.:-!) ,■ J remain your good 
friend.'' Ohferving one of her atreiulani . 
weeping, file exclainual, “ Why do you weep? 
could you think tint I was imvn(.r;;\! r” And 
then firetching out her hand to h:;r brother; 

Dear brother, (Ilk*, cried ) 1 am luffbeatedy* 
and ill inftant e vphed, 

N 11 ticmcanour, 
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Period IV. demeanour and dignity of charader, thofe fcntiments of philofophy, that ar- 
( 1727101730, dent love of learning, and fondnefs for metaphyfical knowledge, which me- 
rited the eulogium of Clarke and Leibnitz. 

She gave an early inflance of her attachment to the proteftant religion. 
The fame of her beauty and accomplifliments attraded the notice ol the 
archduke Charle.s, Ion of the emperor Leopold the Firft, and afterwards 
Emperor Irimiclf, who made a tender of liis hand. Not allured by the 
(jdendor of the family into which fhe might have been adopted, the declined 
the offer without hehtation; “ But Providence (obl'erves Addifon) kept a 
(tore in rewmxl for fuch an exalted virtue ; and, by the fecret methods of its 
wildoin, opened a way for her to become the greateft of her fex among thofe 
who proil'is that faith to which fliie adliercd with Id much Cliritlian magna- 
nimity ’h” 

Caroline efpou led, in 1705, George the Second, then cledoral prince of 
Hanover. She was cflccmed handtbmc before tlie had the linall-pox, and 
became too corpulent. Tickell did not flatter her in his poem of Kenling- 
ton Gardens, when he faid ; 

“ Here England’s daughter, darling of the land. 

Sometimes, lurrouuded with her virgin band. 

Gleams through the fliadcs. She, tow’ring o’er the refl. 

Stands faireft. of the fliirer kind confefl; 

Form’d to gain hearts that Brunfwick’s caufe deny’d, 

And charm a people to her father’s tide 'f.” 

She had a hand and arm greatly admired for its vv'hitcnefs and elegance, a 
penetrating eye, “ and a fmile ccleftial an exprclfive countenance, great 
fweetnefs and grace, particularly when flic fpoke. But thefe charms of her 
pcrfoii were far lurpalfed by the endowments of her mind. She poflellcd 
qulcknefs of ajipi'chenfion, a natural good underftanding, which had been 
duly cultivated ; and obtained a coniidcrablc knowledge in many branches 
of ufeful and polite literature §. 

FIcr levees were a ftrange [lic'fure of the motley charader and manners 
of a queen and a learned woman. She received company while flic was at 
her toilette; jiraycrs, and fometimes a fermon, were read; learned men and 
tlivines were intermixexl with courtiers and ladies of .the iiovifehokl : thecon- 
verlation turned on metaphyfical fubjeds, blended with repartees, failies of 
mirth, and the tittle-tattle of a drawing-room. She had a happy turn for 

■t Tickell’s Kenfingtoa Gardens, p. 258. 

§ Riiniu.-. 

converfation. 


* Frcelioidcr, No* 21 , 
i Tickt'lL 
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convcrfation, and a readinefs in adapting her difcourfe to die pcrfons with CJwptcrjt. 
whom flie talked ; poflcffed [Peculiar talents for mirth and humour; excelled '7*7- 
in mimicry, and was fond of diljdaying it ; was plealed with making a re- 
partee heifclf, and with hearing it Ifom others. Her conduct, during the 
unfortunate mifunderllanding which took place between George tl’c Eirll 
and her hufband, when prince of -Wales, was fo prudent and dignitied, tl\at 
the late king always behaved to her with marks of due refpct't and allcc- 
tion, though he never cordially loved her. Yet notwitliifanding her cour- 
tefy, alTability of deportment, condefeention to men of letters, and fond- 
nels for focial intcrcourfc, the had a high notion of the regal llation, 
and was partial to tlio ctic[uctte of a court ; Ihc fcldom forgot that the 
was a cjuecn, and always kept up a due Hate both in public and private. 

She would occalionally dine with Sir Robert Walpole at Chelfea ; but even 
her vifits to a favourite minifter were fubjefted to form and etiquette : the 
tat down to table w'ith lady Walpole, the royal family wluim the brought 
with her, and the lady in waiting ; Sir Robert always ftood behind her chair, 
and gave her the firft plate; then retired into another apartment, where 
dinner was ferved for him and the queen’s houfchold *. 

(^ueen Caroline was fond of conveifing and correfponding with men of 
learning, and jiarticularly w'ith divines, whom the often peqdexed with quef- 
tions concerning the dodrines of the different churches, and confultcd with a 
viewof Ibttling her faith. Hoadley, Clarke, Hare,and SherJocke, were among 
the mimber to whom the principally applied. She carried on a corrtdiwn- 
tlencc on thefe rul>icds, l)y means of her bed-chamber woman, Mrs. Clayton, 

.afterwards lady Sundon, who had acquired a jiowerful afccndancy over iicr. 

The divine whom llie mofl particularly noticed, and by wliofc conver- 
fition the otten owned that the was moff. intlruC^ed, was Dr. Clarke, 
whofe profound learning, in all branches of facred and p.rofane literature, 
was fcarely ever equalled, whole piety was unqueAioned, and whole playful 
manners and placid temper rendered him as amiable as he was learned. Dr. 

Clarke luul oidy the redory of St. James’s, which was given Iiim by queen 
Anuc, and the i-^alterlhi]! of Wigfton Hofpital ; and queen Caroline pro- 
})olcd placing hijii on the bench, an honour which Clarke invariably de- 
clined. Finding tliat he peDillecl in his nfufil, flic de-hred Sir kohcrl; 

Walpole to try the [iowers ot his rhetoric, which had never lie. a cinphn’ed 
in vain on a limilar occalion ; the minifter obeyed ; and in a conieiencc at 
K-cnfington palace, uled every argument in his power to prevail oci t I'uke 


’ From 1.01'd Orford. 
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to accept the proffered dignity ; when Clarke declined, he continued to 
prcis it ;; and the conference was fo long, that the candles were burnt down 
in the lockets ; and the jiagcs came into the apartment to know if frefli 
lights were not wanted *. But the rhetoric of the minifter had no effed, 
and the queen was highly dilappeinted, that Ihe was prevented from placing 
Dr. Clarke on the bench of bilhops. 

Queen Caroline maintained a correfpondence witli Leibnitz on the moll 
abllraft fciences, in which llie lupremely delighted ; and in the courlc of 
this literary intcrcourfe, the German philolbphcr having inlinuated Ibmc fuf- 
picions tliat ihe foundations of natural religion were in clanger of being hurt 
by the dobtrincs of Sir Ifaac Newton, llie applied to Clarke for an anfwcr 
to this fuggellion. The anfwcr brought on a reply, and the reply a Iccond 
anfwcr, until the controvcii'y was carried on witli all the I'pirit and learn- 
ing which thole great philofophers could throw into fuch dry lubjcdls as 
the principles of natural religion and pliilolophy, and free-will and fa- 
tality, They fubmitted their refpedtivc arguments to the princefs as to 
an umpire; and vied in unfolding their fy Homs in as confpicuous a man- 
ner as the nature of fo intricate a lubjeft would allow. The princels was 
highly flattered with this arbitration, and permitted Dr. Clarke, whole opi- 
nion Ihe feems to have embraced, to dedicate to her the account of the con- 
troverfy. In this dedication, the learned author has not omitted to pay a 
tribute to her dclirc of knowledge and love of truth, in a ftrain of panegyric 
which could hardly be avoided on fuch an occalion. Nor was it lolely dic- 
tated by flattery; for WhiftonT informs us, that he often heard Clarke Ipeak 
w'ith admiration of her marvellous fagacity and judgment, in the feveral parts 
of the difpute. 

But although this accomplifhed princefs poflefled conliderablc influence 
over George the Second, Ihe had afted with lb much caution, and behaved 
with fuch moderation and prudence, that flie was conlidered at the time of 
his accelfion, by the party in oppolition, as a mere cypher, and the whole 
power and influence over the king was fuppofed to be lodged in the hands 
of Mrs. Howard, afterwards countefs of Suffolk. 

Henrietta, filler of John, the firfl earl of Buckinghamfliire, was eldeft 
daughter of Sir Henry Hobart of Blickling, in Norfolk, and efpoufed 
Charles Howard, younger Ibn of Henry, fifth earl of Suffolk, whom llie ac- 
companied to Hanover before the xleath of queen Anne. Having ingratiated 
hcrfclf into the favour of Caroline, thou eleftoral princefs, flie accompanied 

* From I.ord Orford and Etoiigli’a Papers. f Whillon’s Hillorical Memoirs of Clarke. 
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her to England, and became her bed-chamber woman. If we were to draw Chapter 31 . 
an eftimate of the undcrflanding and character of Mrs. Howard, from tlie ' >727' 
reprefentations of Pope *, Swift, and Gay, during the time of her favour, we ' "* 

might fuppofe that the polTeflerl every accomj^lifhn^cnt and gootl quality 
which were ever the lot of a woman. 

The real truth is, that Mrs. Howard was more remarkable for beauty 
than for underftanding, and the paffion which the king entertained for her 
was rather derived from cliance -j- than from any combination of thole tranf- 
cendant qualities, which Swift and Pope aferibed to their court divinity. 

She had been long wholly unnoticed by the prince, who was enamoured of 
another lady that was more cruel to the royal lover than Mrs. Ploward. This 
lady was the beautiful and lively Mary Bellcndcn, daughter of lord Bcllen- 
clen L nraid of honour to queen Caroliijc, when princefs of Wales, and a 
great friend of Mrs. Howard. Gay alludes to her, in his ballad cntitletl 
Damon and Cupid, as one of the reigning beauties: 


* See Pope’s Letters to Swift, O<f\obev -25111, 
1 72 — Mifccllaiiits. — Swift’s C’Unrader of 
Mrs. HowariL — Gay’s to Popt 5 and 

otiier ])arts of their refpedtive works, 
t From lord Orford. 

J Sir William Bellenden, created a peer 
after the reftoration of Charles the Second, 
died unmarried, making a conveyance of his 
eflate and honour to John Ker, a younger fan 


of William, the fccond earl of Roxburgh, wlio 
then changed his name to IJellenden, and took 
the arnif?. lie married Mary, vvitlow of Wil- 
liam Ramfay, third earl of DalliouiVe, and 
daughter of Henry Moore, firll earl of Drog- 
heda, by Alice his wife, daughter of William 
lord Spencer, by Penelope, daughter of Henry 
WriotJiefly, earl of Southampioiv 


William Lord Spencer. = Penelope Wriothesi v. 
r 

HfiNRY, Firll Earl of Sunderlandi 
16.^3. 


Alice = Lord Drogheda. 


Mary Moore = Lord Bellbndkm.. 

I 


Mary Bellenden = John Campbell,. 

afterwanis Duke 
of Argyic. 


John Duke of 
Arg)’le. 


Lord Frederick Campbeli. 


Cakolinr, 

m. Firft; Chni ies Hrure^ 
Earl of Aylefhmy, 

2d. Field Marhi il Conn ay. 
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So well Tm known at court, 

“ None afks where Cupid dwells; 
“ But readily refort. 

To Bellcndcn\ or Lepcll’s.” 


She is alfo thus defcribed In an old ballad, made upon tlie quarrel between 
George the Firfl: and the prince of Wales, at the chrillening, when the 
prince and all his houlchold were" ordered to quit St. James’s : 

“ But Bellenden we needs niu/l praife, 

“ Who, as down the ftairs Ihe jumps ; 

“ Sings over the hills and flrr away, 

“ Delpifing doleful dumps.” 

This lovely and elegant woman rejefted the addrefles of the prince, and 
efpoufed, in 1720, John Campbell, then groom of the bcd-chamber to the 
prince of Wales, and afterw'ards duke of Argyle. She was highly favoured 
by queen Caroline, and univerfally admired as an accompliflied pattern of 
good fenfe, and exemplary conduift. 

The prince, after having communicated his pailion for Mils Bellenden to 
Mrs. Howard, and being rejedled, became enamoured of his confidante. 

Lord Chefterfield has obferved, in the unfavourable portrait * which he 
has drav^'n of queen Caroline, that Jhe even favoured and promoted the ga/an~ 
tries of the king. But this feverc reprefentation is totally devoid of truth, and 
proves little knowledge of her real difpofition. Jt was a jrrincijrlc w'ith 
her not to difguft the king with remonllrances, or to appear ditratisfied 
with his attentions to other women. But certainly never wife felt or la- 
mented a hutband’s infidelities more than herlelf ; although the had too 
much good fenfe and prudence, and too much refj)e< 5 l for her charadler to 
treat her rivals with marks of ill humour, or to fhew, by her outward beha- 
viour, fymptoms of jealoufy and dirplcafurc. She was always able to dif- 
guile her feelings and conceal her unealinefs. Jt was tints that her beha- 
viour to Mrs. Howard led many to I'uppofe that the was in high eflimatioji ; 


iwid 


Clieflerfidd’s Letters to his Son, alfo in jMifcellancous Works, vol. 3. 
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and Swift, Pope, and Gay repeatedly call her the chief favourite of the 
queen. 

To her particular friends, queen Caroline was not wanting in complaints 
of the king’s infidelities, and the ufed to call his favourite, by way of ban- 
ter, her filler Howard, and this exprefllon was conlidcred by the friends of 
the millrefs as a proof of the queen’s partiality and kindnels, whereas it 
was in reality the ftrongefl mark of averfion and contempt. But, in fad, 
the forced complacency of lier outward behaviour, was a violent eft'oit of 
prudence and diferetion, and Ihe never failed to oppofe the j ile of thole wlio 
paid their court to the miltrels. Among many inllances which may be enu- 
merated, I fliall fcled thole of Gay, Swift, and Chefterfield. 

Gay began paying his court to her when ihe was clecloral princefs, and 
while he accompanied the earl of Clarendon as his fecretary to Hanover. 
But the embalTy lalted only nineteen days ; and being difappointed of his 
hojres of preferment by the death of queen Anne, the poet turned himfelf 
towards the rifing fun, and foon after the accelfion of George the Firll, drew 
the charader of Caroline in a high llrain of panegyric *. 

The princefs, not infenfiblc to praife, received Gay, foon after her arrival in 
England, with great kindnefs, and gave him hopes of promotion. From this 
period he commenced courtier, i)aid a regular attendance, and was honoured 
with many marks of her patronage anti protedion. He continued, however, 
his attendance at court for twelve years without obtaining a I'olid reward of 
his afiiduity. At her command, he wrote his fables for the duke of Cumber- 
land, and being of a fanguine difpofition, formed high expedations of pro- 
morton when the accelfion of George the Second would permit his jratronels 
to provide for him. When tliat event took place, his hopes were greatly 
magnified on the queen’s telling Mrs. Floward, in allulion to thciablo of the 
Hare and many Friends F, that Ihe would take up the hare. But his expec- 
tations were by thefc means railed lb higli, that he confidered the oiler of the 
place of gentleman ullicr to the princefs Louifa, though above yf. 'ioo a year, 
as an Infult, and rejeded it with Icorn. 

Swift was convinced that the minilter had jirevented the bounty of queen 
Caroline from being Ibewn to tlic author of tlie Hare am! many l'''riends,, 
and he obferves, alluding to it in a copy of'verlcs adilrelfcd to Gay; 
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“ Fain would 1 think our female friend finccrc, 
“ Till Bob, the poet's foe, policll her ear, &c.” 


* An Epiftle to a Lady, occafioiied by the Arrival of the Princefs of Wales, 
f Swift’s Works, vol. i6. p* 170. 
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Period IV^ In another place, Swift afferts, that it was principal!}' owing to the tlcdica- 
I7a7toi73o. tion, prefixed tothe Paflorals, in honour of Bolingbroke, and to Ibme expref- 
fions in his fables, which difpleafed the court. He repeats this accufation 
in his letters and works, and had even the rudenefs to hint it to Sir Robert 
Walpole hinifelf, when he dined with him at Chelfea *. Gay w'as of the 
fame opinion, and in the fecond part of his fables, which were not printed 
till after his death, is full of farcaftic and fplenctic allufions to the minifter. 
But as Walpole w'as neither of a jealous or vindictive dil'pofition, there is no 
reafon to give credit to the afperfions of his enemies, and to fuppofc that he 
ufed his influence over queen Caroline, for the purpofe of injuring Gay, par- 
ticularly w hen another and a more natural motive of her conduct may be fug- 
gefted. 

In faA, Gay was the innocent caufe of his own difgrace, for he thought 
that Mrs. Howard was all pow'ciful at court, and that he, whom Sw'ift hu- 
moroufly calls -h one of her led captains, Ihould rife by her recommendation. 
Pope alfo, in a letter to Swift, alluding to Mrs. Howard, fays, Gay puts his 
loliok iruft in that lady whom I deferibed to you, and whom you take to be an 
allegorical creature of fancy. 'And Gay thus exprefles himfelf to Swift, 
“ Mrs. Howard has declared hcrfelf very flrongly, both to the king and 
queen, as my protedlor But in thele words, they unconfeioufly declare 
the caufe of his disfavour. The queen’s jealoufy of the interference and 
credit of the miftrefs, obflrucftcd his promotion ; and his owm indiferetion 
afterwards, deftroyed every hoj)e. Soon after this dilappointment, he pro- 
duced the Beggar’s Opera; and both his converfition and writings were.fo 
full of invetftives againll the court, that all e.xpe(flations of farther nStice 
from the cpieen were obvioully rclinquiflied. 

Su ift. Swift alfo proved the ill policy of attempting to ingratiate himfelf with the 

queen through the medium of Mrs. How'ard. With a view of changinghis prefer- 
ments in Ireland for others in England, wliich the princel’s feemed to exprefs an 
inclination to promote, he maintained a correfpondence with Mrs. Howard, 
whom he praiied in the moll fulfome manner, and courted with the moll allecl- 
ed afliduit}", by letters when he w'as abl'ent, and by conllant pcrfonal at tendance 
when he w'as in England. But as loon as the eftorts of Mrs, How'ard proved 
unfuccei'sful. Swift turned hisfitirc againll her, on whom he had heaped . fuch 
unbounded encomiums, imputed his failure folcly to her want of fincerity ; 

• Swift’s Works, vol. i6. p, 169. f Swift’s Works, vol, 16. p, 16S. 

I Swift’s Works, vol. jj. p. 252. 
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and reproached her in very bitter and difrefpeftful terms. Lady Betty 
Germaine, and his friend Gay, in vain endeavoured to juftify Mrs. How.ard, 
and to prove that the was not to blame ; but the mifanthropic Swift, when 
he had once formed his opinion, was not eafily convinced by any arguments. 
He fays, in a letter to lady Betty Germaine, “ For thefe reafons, I did al« 
ways, and do flill think, Mrs, Howard, now lady Suffolk, an abloliite cour- 
tier.” When this charadter w'as fhown to lady Suffolk, ihe mildly obkrvcd, 
“ It is very different from that which he font me himfelf, and which I have 
in his own hand writing 

The earl of Chcllerncld is another remarkable inftancc. He had long co- 
veted the poll of fecrctary of Hate, and an arrangement had been made in his 
favour. After an audience of the queen, to which he was introduced by 
Walpole, and thanking her for her concurrence, he had the imprudence to make 
a long vifit to the miflrcfs ; the queen was informed of the circumftance, and 
his appointment did not take place •f. At another time, he had requefted the 
queen to fpeak to the king for fome trifling favour. The queen promifed, but 
forgot it ; a few days afterwards, rccolledlingher promife, flic exprefled regret at 
her forgetfulnefs, and added, Ihe would certainly mention it that very day. 
Cheflerfield replied, that her majefty need not give hcrfclf that trouble, for 
lady Suffolk had fpoken to the king. The queen made no reply, but on 
feeing the king, told him flie had long promifed to mention a trifling requcfl 
to Ids majcfly, but it wsas now ncedicfs, becaufc loal Cheflerfield had jufl 
informed her, that fhc had been an(ici{'»atcd by lady Suffolk. I'lic king, w'lio 
always j)relerved great decorum with the tjuecn, ami was very unwilling 
to have it fuj)polcd tliat the favourite interfered, was extremely tlii])leafed, 
both with lord Cheflerfield and his miflrcfs. The confequcncc was, that in 
Vi fliort time latly Suffolk went to B-Ul\ for her health, ami returned no more 
to court; Cheflerfield was dilinilfed from his olhcc, and never heard the 
reafon until two years before his death, wlicn he was informed by the late 
earl of Orford, that his dlfgracc was owing to his having offended the queen 
by paying court to lady Suffolk j. 
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terfiefd. 


• From lord Orford. 

f J''.tonj;h.— From the commiinkation of 
Sir Rohevt Walpoli.-, 

J Her Inifixmd liavinji; fuccoeded to tfie 
title of earl of Sufi'olk, on the dca h of his 
brother in June 1731, (lie became cosintef; 
of Suffolk. At titc |n.rloil of lit r rciiiemt iit 
from court, flic was a widov.-, h.rr li-.nband 


iiaviiv' died on the zf^ih of Septemljer I7J {, 
rmd file cipoufril, in July 173;, George Utrk- 
li y, tourih I 'M ol Ci.arlcs, lecmid earl of Berk- 
ley. t :uly Snlfolk live ! to an advanced ape, 
not dyinp till I 76; ; iF.e left no ifflie, an oiVfv 
ion, whicli file b.-n! by tan liril llnlband, ii/v 
in 1741, lii.mauied. 
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PeriocH\^ 
iizjtovj-io. 

CHAPTER THE THIRTY-SECOND- 

1727 . 


* Rnmonrs of a Change in Adminiftration, — Intrigues of the Tories, Pulieney, and^ 
Eolingbroke, — Characler of Sir Spencer Compton, who declines the Office of 
prime Miniflcr, — Continuation of Tozvnjhend and IValpoh, by the Interventio)& 
of Queen Caroline, — The good Effiebis of her Influence over the King. 


Rumours of 
a change of 
inijiillry. 


Intrigues of 
JL'Ulteuey ; 


Of Boling- 
broke and the 
Tories. 


T he news of the king’s death had no fboner reached London, than a 
general belief was current that the adminiftration would be totally 
changed. It was credited, that Sir Roliert Walpole had irretrievably of- 
fentled the new king, when prince of Wales, as he had been frequently heard 
to proteft, that when he came to the throne, that niiniftcr Ihould never be 
employed. 

Pulteney, before their open rupture, had informed the prince of Wales of 
fome difrepe(ftful cxprefTions ufed on a former occalion, and told him that 
he was fold to his father’s minifters, by peifons who confidered nothing but 
themfelves and their own intereft, and were in hafte to make their fortunes *, 
Since their quarrel, he had undoubtedly exaggerated this reprefentatioii, 
and, as he continued on good terms at Lciccfter Houfc, naturally uled his 
whole credit againft; Walpole. 

Bolingbroke and the Tories bad alfo caballed at I.,eicefl:er Houfe, and 
were fupported by the whole weight and influence of the favourite, Mrs. 
Howard. Swift alfo, in a letter to his friend Dr. Sheridan, mentions the 
hopes of the Tories, and the certain difmifllon of Walpole. 

In fait, Walpole himfelf was at this moment convinced of his removal, 
and yet was well fatisfied that his cxclulion could not be of long continuance. 
In conformity with thefe fentiments, he laid to his friend Sir William Yonge, 
“ I fliall certainly go out ; but let me recommend you not to go into violent 
oppofition, as we mull foon come in again 

In this moment of probable difgracc, Walpole was deferted by many of 
his friends ; and Sir Spencer Compton, whom the king had already avowed 


Anfwer to one Part of an infamous Libel, 


t From Sir George Yonge. 


his 
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his intention of appointing niiniftcr, became the idol of the daj'. But the 
event turned out otherwife, and the public expedations were difippointcd. 

It is now well known, that the continuance of tlic new adininillration was 
folely owing to the influence of queen Caroline j and writers of groat credit, 
but not acquainted with the- interior fituation of Leicefter Houfe at that 
period, liave not fcruplcd to aferibe her patronage of Sir Robert Walpole, 
folely to the oflers w'hich he made to obtain from parliament a jointure 
of £. 100,000 a year, when Sir Spencer Compton could only venture to 
propofe £. 60,000, as if motives of fonlid intereft had alone inducal the 
cjueen to proted the minifler; and as if her condud was derived from in- 
llantaneous im]‘)ulfe, unconneded with any previous communication or inter- 
courlc. The offer had douhtlel's its due etfed ; l)ut a number of circum- 
ftances combined to influence her in favour of Sir Robert Walpole. 

The queen was by no means ignorant of his charader and abilities. While 
he was in oppofition to government, from 1717 to 1720, he had conti- 
nued in the higheft favour with the prince of Wales. During this period, 
a woman of lier good fenfe, could not fail of diftinguifhing that capacity 
lor bulinefs, thofe powers of intcllcd, which raifed him to the head of his 
party j and his wife and able condud upon the failure of the South Sea 
fcheme, naturally increafed this prepoffefllon in his favour. 

He had, in conjundion with lord Towmlhend, gratified the prince of 
Wales, by obtaining from the king the garter for the carl of Scarborough. 
7\iKi count Broglio, the French embalfador, obierves * on this occafion, 
“ Tliat minifters not unfrcqucntly procured places for tliofe jicrfons who 
were attached to the prince, from tlic confldcration that the time might 
come, when fuch a condud would turn out to their advantage.*' 

The duke of Dcvonfhirc, wlio liad always been the great friend and fup- 
porter of Walpole, had continued on good terms with the princcls of Wales. 
He had flrongly imprefled her with I'entimcnts of higli regard tor his abili- 
ties and miniflerial capacity, and had rcprefentecl him as the perfon who had 
principally counteraded the intrigues of the Jacobites, difeovered the plot of 
bifliop Atterbury, and whofe good offices were clTentially employed in pre- 
fervingthc family on the throne. Nor can a flronger proof be alledgcd of the 
height to which this confidential intercourfc was carried, than that the refo- 
Intion which he had once (ormci! to refign, was communicated by the duke 
of Dcvonfhirc to the princels, and tluit Ihc perUiadcd him ro rclinquilh the 
defign T. 


Chapter 3*. 
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^ Coiiru broglio to rlic king of Fninre, July, 1734. CcnTlponden.cCj rcric/J Jlf, 
f Onllovyfs Rcuiarks'. Concli^Ci-uricDcc-, IVriod A'. 

(.> o 



MEMOIRS OF 


284 

Fexlod IV. 
1727101730. 


Walpok's 
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Sfcond. 


Cibaradlcr of 
t)ir Spencer 
Compton. 


1695. 


But the principal caufc which tecured to him the protedion of the queerf, 
was iiis prudent behaviour ir. regard to Mrs. Howard. He had penetration, 
fufficient to I'orcfee, that (jcorgc the Second would be governed by his wife, 
vvliom he adored, at'.d of wliolc abilities and good leule he had formed the 
highefl idea, and not by bis miilreis, of whofe judgment he never entertained 
Any favourable opinion. Tlie minifter had always treated the princefs of 
Wales with the higliclt refpeof, and declined paying court to Mrs. Howard i 
a mode of condud, which, according to the opinion of luperficial oblervers, 
would inevitably bring on his difgrace, but which, in effed, contributed to 
bis continuance in oHiec. A contrary mode of proceeding had inipired the 
queen witli an invincible atcrlion to Pulteney, Bolingbroke, and the Tories. 
Hence die uled all her inllucncc with the king not to change the admini- 
dration. 

The account of the king’s death was brought firtl to the minifter at 
Chclfea, in a dilpatch from lord Townfliend, who had accompanied George 
the Firfl to the continent. He inftantly repaired to the palace at Rich- 
mond. The king was then retired, as was his ufual cuflom, to Iris after- 
noon’s nap. On being informed that his father was dead, he conti- 
nued for fome time Incredulous, until he was told that the niiniftcr was 
waiting in the ahtichamber with the exprefs. He at length ftarted up, and 
made hisf appearance half drelfedj but he flill retained his unbelief, until the 
dilpatch from Townlhend w'as produced. Walpole having knelt down, and 
killed his hand, inquired wliom his majefty would be pleafed to appoint to 
draw up the declaration to the privy council? “ Compton,” replied the king 
with great abruptnefs, and Walpole quitted the apartment under the molt 
mortifying impreflions. He immediately waited on Sir Spencer Compton 
with the king’s commands, who, unacepainted with the etiquette and forms 
of expreffion ufed on the occalion, avowed his ignorance, and requelled the 
miniller to draw up the declaration. Walpole complied, and Compton con- 
veyed it to the king *. 

Sir Spencer Compton was fecond furviving fon of James earl of Northamp- 
ton ; after having received a liberal education, and improved himl'elf by fo- 
reign travel, he was introduced into parliament at an early period, and de- 
ferted the principles of his family, who were Tories,, by adhering to the 
Whigs. He W'as made treafurer to tiie prince of Denmark, appointed ma- 
nager for the trial of Sacheverel, was diairman in I'everal important com- 
Inittecs of eleftions and privileges, in which he acquitted himfelf with much 


• From lord Orford. 
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latisfaAlon, and made himfeir matter of the forms and proceedings of th« 
Houfe. At the acceflion of George the Fiift, Iio was ar)pointcd treafurer to 
the prince of Wales; and his coiittant adherence to the \Vhigs, liis intimate 
acquaintance with Walpole, his numerous connexions, and a diaraXer be 
had acquired for difpatch of bulinefs, tt cured him the place of fpeakt r with- 
out oppofition. With that honourable otticc he united,, in 1721, the pott. 
of paymatter of the forces, and treafurer of Chcli'ea hlolpital. He was 
created knight of the bath on the revival of that order. Compton was not 
diftinguilhed for brilliancy of genius, or eminence of abilities. His formal 
and folcmn manner contributed to the fup])ort of his authority as fpeakcr, 
and feemed to denote c.vtent of knowledge and profundity of thought, while 
his afliduify in bulinefs, and punXuality in accounts, rendered him relpeX- 
able in the opinion of George the Second, who being extremely regular in 
all his proceedings, loved regularity in others, and elleemed it one of the 
mott cllential requifites in a minifter. Such was tlie perfon whom George 
the Second had feleXed ; and as the monarch was ufually deemed inflexible 
in his refolutions, the appointment feemed irrevocably fixed. 

Walpole pafled the two days which immediately followed the acccfllon of 
the new king, in great agitation and concern, and held feveval meetings with 
his friends at Devonlhire Houfe, to confult on the beft mode of proceeding.. 
Scrope *, fecretary to the treafury, who was admitted to one of thefe con- 
ferences, deferibed the whole company as without the fmalleft expeXation, 
abforbed in gloom and confternation. Either the next, or the following 
day, Scrope repeated liis vifit to the clefponding minifter, and found no al- 
teration in bis mien and ajipearancc. He firft encouraged him in general terms 
to hope, and then added reafons for that encouragement, which he had 
from one, whofe name he could not divulge. His friend had informed him, 
that queen Caroline was difpleafed with Compton, who had been deficient iu 
deference and refpeX, and had conceived a high opinion of Walpole’s abi- 
lity for finance. She ufed to converfe with George the Firft at chapel, on 
political fubjeXs ; and once in particular, having obferved that a want of 
proper funds would oblige him to difband his Hanover troops, he re- 
plied, “ No, for Walpole can convert ftones into gold -j>” This anec- 
dote recurred to her recolleXion ; flic communicated it to the king, and 
exerted herfelf to abate his predileXion for Compton, and influence him 
in favour of Walpole. The truth of the information loon appeared ; the 
queen was now afliduoufly employed in removing the prejudices of the king. 
She reprefented the folly and hazard of dilraifling a well eftablilhccl miniftry,, 

* Minutes of Scropt’s Con verfations with Etough. Correfpoiulence, Period IV. 
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Period IV. and of forming a motley cabinet of Whigs and Tories; and artfully took 
1727101730. apj opportunity of hinting the imprudence of placing a man at the head 
miniftr}', who could not draw up the declaration to [>c laid before the 
privy council, but was compelled to have rccourfe to him who was about to 
be difmifled ; flic alfo hinted to him, that Sir Robert Waljiole had agreed 
to carry through the houfc of commons, an augmentation of £. 130,000 
to the civil lift. 

Thefe reprefentations had their effeft ; and with them, many other caulcs 
co-operated to change the king’s fcntinients. Sir Spencer Compton iound 
himfclf unequal to the weight of government, and was not eager to take 
upon him fo refponfible an office, fde was convinced, that he could not 
bear up againfl: the oppofition of Sir Robert Walpole, vvlio had fo mucli 
weight in the houic of commons, and who would be fupi>orted Iiy the 
united interefts of Ncwcaftlc, Devonfliire, Townflicnd, and the great leaders 
of the Whigs, unlcfs a Tory adminiftration was formed. George the Second 
was averfe to throw himfclf into the hands of the Tories, and yet could not 
form a new miniftry, wdiich promifed ftabiiity, without taking that flep. 
Pultcncy, the only man of great weight and influence among the Whigs 
in oppofition, was by no means attached to the Tories, and would not have 
heartily coalcfced with them, Bolingbroke was fo extremely unpopular, 
that his re-cftablifliment in the lioule of lords, and his admiffion into themi- 
uiflry, would have occafioned great murmurs and diicontents amojig thole 
who ufually fupported government. Lord Carteret, the only man of abi- 
lities who was cordially inclinetl to join the Tories, had little perfonal con- 
lajuence, w.as not the leader of any party, and did not pofTefs tlie fmallcfl: 
influence in the houfc of commons. 

TIic fituation of foreign affairs alfo no Icfs contributed to confirm the king 
in his refolutlon not to remove the minlllry. The treaty of Hanover had been 
recently concluded, and tlie negotiations for tlic conlummation of that al- 
liance were in great forwardncl's. They had been planned am! were con- 
ducing by lord Townflicnd, in co-operation with France. The op^iotifion 
had warmly refilled the treaty, and might have introduced a new jilan, 
which mull hav'c deranged and overturned the whole fyftem of foreign poli- 
tics. Cardinal kleurj'^, who then governed P'rance, was intimately conricdled 
with Horace Walpole; he had adopted the pacific fentirnents which influ- 
enced the Englifli cabinet, ami deprecated the change of that fyftem which 
had kept Europe in peace for fo long a period. When the news of tlie king’s 
death reached I’aris, Horace Walpole requefted and obtained .an immediate 
conference, which took place at Verfaillcs on the enfying day. In this con- 
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ference, the French minifter conveyed, in the ftrongcft terms, profeflions of Chapter 33. 
friendfliip from Louis the Fifteenth to George the Second ; and in Iiis own 
name declared his firm refolution to maintain the good undcrftanding be- 
tween the two crowns. He alfo expretlcd thele fentiments in a letter which 
he wrote on the fame day to Horace Walpole. Immediately after the con- 
ference *, Horace Walpole quitted Paris, without waiting for leave of ah- 
fence, repaired to London, and delivered his letter to the king in perfon. 

The king was at firft extremely difiatisfied with him for quitting his fta- 
tion fo abruptly ; but during' the conference, which laded two hours he 
gradually foftened, as Horace Walpole explained, with great addrels, the re- 
lative fituations of England and France, eft'aced the ill impreflions that he 
had entertained of his and his brother’s condudf, and confirmed the lenti- 
ments of the French cabinet, which were contained in tlic letter from car- 
dinal Fleury. Accordingly, the king wrote, with Ifis own hand, a letter d 
to the cardinal, in which he declared his refolution to purfue the lame mea- 
fures as were purfued by his father, and to continue the i'ainc minillers who 
had conduced thofc meafures. 

Utidcr thefe circumftances, the offer which had been made to Coray>ton, 
was the only remaining impediment to the continuance of Wal[)(de. The 
manner of furmounting this difliculty was previoufly concerted. The queen 
having, in the prefenen, of Walpole, repeated to Compton the intimation that 
the king intended to place him at the head of the treafury ; Walpole inllanfly 
declared his ready acquiefcence, and gave aHuranccs of his bell a/fifiance 
and fu[)port. Comptoti was extremely afil-(flcd at tliis in/lance of his maf- 
tcr’s kindnefs, and Ihed tears, as he declared his incapacity to undertake lb 
arduous a trull §. 

While this feene was pafling in tlie clofct, the door of Sir Spencer Comp- 
ton’s houfe iu St. James’s Square was belieged by perfons of all ranks, who 
crow'ded to pay their court to the new miniller. As Walpole was paffing 
through the ftiuare in his carriage, he laid to a friend who was with him,. 

“ Did you oblerve how my liouie is defcrtcd.and how that door is crowded 
with carriages ? I'o-morrow the i'cenc will be changed : that houfe will be 
{Iclcrtcd, and nfinc will be more frequented than ever.” 


* Menioirts cle Mont^ 'n, tome 4. p. 401, 

40 .V 

f K-ouj^h From Hordce Walpole, Period V. 
J Duke of NewcaiHe fo Mr. Robinlbn and 
file earl of Walclegrave. Correlpoiuience. 
Mention nicmioiis the conference bttweeix 


Fleury and Horace Walpole, and ailcrts that 
cardinal Fleury wroU: a letter to the king of 
Eiigiancl ; but this letter was to Horace Wal- 
pole. Memoires de Montgori. 
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As his continuance in office was the work of the queen, it was through her 
that it was firft made known to the public. On the Hrfb drawing-room which 
llie held at Leicefler Houfe, lady Wal[)ole, among others, prelented herfclf; 
but as there was a great crow'd, and her hufband mms fiij)pofed to have 
received his difmiffion, no one retired, til! the* queen perceiving lier at 
fome diftance, beckoned to her, and faid, “ There 1 am litre I lee a friend 
inftantly the whole company made way. She approached tlie queen, and 
kilTcd her hand j her majelly f])oke to her in a moll gracious manner, and 
lady Walpole, in relating the anecdote to her Ton *, from whom I received 
it, added, “ and in returning 1 might have walked upon their heads, fo 
c*ager were they to pay their court to me.” 

From this moment Walpole was courted, and Compton in Iiis turn deferted ; 
and the minillry, with very few alterations, continued in their former offices. 
On the 24th of June, the very day in which Swift laid the minillry would be 
changed, Walpole was re-appointed firft lord commiffioncr of the treafury 
and chancellor of the exchequer, and lord Townlltend again received the 
feal of fecretary of ftate. An attempt •f was finally made by the party, 
through Mrs. Howard, to prevail on the king to confer an earldom on lord 
Bathurft } but that meafure being thwarted by the influence of the queen, 
they relinquiflied all hopes of fuccefs, and Bolingbroke retired from London 
in dilguft. 

Queen Caroline polTefled great art in bending the king's mind to thcjnir- 
pofes w'hich his Englifli minifler thought advantageous and neceflary, and in 
counterafting the Hanoverian cabals. She always afledled to retire when 
the minifler came into the clofet, declared flie did not underfland bulinefs, 
and only remained as if to obey the king’s commands, andarot out of incli- 
nation or curiofity. She never appeared to liften; never gave her opinion 
nnlefs folicited, and then delivered it with a modefty and humility whicli 
captivated and charmed tlie king. She was extremely fond of power, though 
fhe affcdled the contrary, and preferved her influence over the king by con- 
fiimmate diferetion. She was a friend to peace, and appreciated and en- 
forced the pacific fyflein of Sir Robert Walpole, as the only means of pre- 
ferving the interior tranquillity, and preventing a rebellion; as the great caufe 
of the national profperity, of the increafe of commerce, and of the improve- 
ment of manufatftures and agriculture. 

The interpofition of queen Caroline, and the affiftance which flic gave to 
the minillry, in regulating the condud of affairs, was of the highell .advant- 
iige both to them and the country. She was not unacquainted with the 


* From Lord Orford. 
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conftitution of England } and (he often prepared and fmoothed the way Chapter jj. 
towards obtaining the king’s confent to mcafures which he had firft oppofed, 
becaufe they often ran counter to his German prejudices, or to his palTion 
for military glory. 

From the time of his accelfion, to the hour of her death, the king had 
always appointed her, during his abfence, regent of the kingdom, and an 
a<ft of parliament was palfecl for the exprcl’s purpofe of exempting her from 
taking the oaths. He uniformly expreffed as much fatisfiiftion, that the 
affairs of government were coadufted by her, as when they were conduced 
by himfclf ; an honourable teftimony of his confidence, which (he amply 
merited by her confummate good fenfe and dilcretion. The reliance which 
George the Second placed on the queen, is evidently .proved by Ibmc ex- 
preflions in a letter from Da Cunha, the Poriuguefe minifter at the Hague, 
to Azevedo in London. “ As to your journey to Hanover, 1 have already 
given my opinion j it is certain neither the king will do any thing without 
the queen, nor the queen without the king ; and therefore, in point of dif~ 
patch of bufinefs, London is Hanover, and Hanover is London 


CHAPTER THE THIRTY-THIRD: 

1727 — 1729. 

Walpole obtains an Increafe of the Civil Lift, and a ’Jointure of 100,000 for 
Queen Caroline. — Meeting and Proceedings of the Neiv Parliament. — State of 
the Oppojition. — Important Difcujfton on the State of the Sinking Fund and 
National Debt. — Report of the Houfc of Commons on that Subjeil. — ’the 
King refufes to make Charles Stanhope a Lord of the Admiralty. — Foreign 
Affairs. — tranfaSlions with Spain and the Emperor. — Alliance with Brunf- 
wick. — A£l of the Pardo, — Congrefs of Soiffons. — Treaty of Seville. 

I N confequence of the re-appointment of Townflicnd and Walpole, not a j^ew 
Angle member of the cabinet council was removed, excepting the earl Ary cou- 
of Berkley, firft lord of the admiralty, who was replaced by Sir George Byng, 
vifeount Torrington, the confidential friend of Walpole i and the power of 
the minifter was increafed by the nomination of feveral of his friends to 

• July 3d 1736. Orford Papers. 
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fubordinate offices in the treafury, admiralty, and other boards of govern- 
ment. The wifdora of continuing the adminiftration, was proved by the 
unanimity with which affairs, were at firft conducted in parliament ; and the 
acceffion of George the Second, which the Jacobites abroad and at home had 
impatiently expected as the fignal of a new revolution, took pla(^e with the 
moft perfedt tranquillity. They founded their principal hopcsi on the re- 
moval of the minifter. The fccretary of lord Orrery, had obferved to the 
exiled bilhop of Rochefter, that if the projedt to deftroy Sir Robert Walpole 
was fuccefsful, he had more hopes of feeing the Chevalier reftored, to the 
fatisfadlion of himfelf and fubjedts, than from any Alberoni or foreign affift- 
ance in the world. Atterbury himfelf alfo acknowledged that the king 
knew his interefl too well to encourage any attempts againft; the minifter*. 
The general dcfpondency which they now teftified, was equal to the ardour 
of their former expedlations, and Sufficiently proves that he was confidered 
as the great fupport of the proteftant fucceffion, and the bulwark of the reli- 
gion and conftitution. 

The oppofition feems to have been ftunned with the re-appointment of the 
minifter, whofe difgrace they had fondly anticipated, and the bufinefs was 
carried through the houfe of commons almoft with perfedt unanimity. The 
day after the arrival of the exprefs, with official intelligence of the death of 
George the Firft, the parliment aflembled in conformity to the adl of fettle- 
ment, and was prorogued by commiffion to the 27th. On that day, th© 
king came to the houfe of peers, and in his fpeech from the throne, after 
expreffing his concern for the death of his father, his determination to pre- 
ferve the conftitution inviolable, and to lecure to all his fubjedts the 
full enjoyment of their religious and civil rights ; he gave his full fandlion 
to the late meafures. The addrefs of condolence and congratulation, moved 
by Sir Paul Methuen, and feconded by Walpole, was carried without 
oppofition. It was drawn up in fuch terms as fufficieutly proved that he 
thought himfelf fecure of all the influence and power which he had hitherto 
poffefled-j. On the 3d of July, he propolcd that the entire revenue of 
the civil lift, w'hich produced about 1 30,000 more than the ^.700,000 
granted to the late king, might be fettled on his majefty during life. Al- 
though this motion w^as confidered as the price of hi> continuance in 
office, yet no one ventured to oppofe it, except Shippen, who after a long 
fpeech, moved, that no more than £. 700,000 Ihould be fettled j but as 


• Secret Intelligence from Paris, September 24tli, 1727.— Walpole Papers, 
t Journals.— Tiaclal^ vol. 2®. p. 4.— Ilillorical Psegiftcr, 17a.— Chandler. 
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he was^ot fcconded, the orignal motion pafled without a divifion*. On Clupter 35. 

the 9th, in confequence of a meffage requcfting the houfe to fettle a join- 

ture on the queen, if Ihe fliould furvive the king; it was unanimoufly 

agreed that 100,000 fliould be granted for that purpofe. On, the 

17th, the king made a fpeech from the throne, in which, after thanking the 

parliament for this mark of attachment and atfed ion, he gave another and a 

ftronger fanftion to the conduct of the miniilcrs, and adverted to the flou- 

rifliing ftate of the country. Tlic parliament was then prorogued to the 

29th of Auguft, and foon afterwards diflblvcd. Tims w^as this fliort fetfion 

of parliament condudlcd with an unanimity and zeal unexampled in the 

annals of this country. 

As the fame men w'cre continued in olFicc, of courfe the fame meafurcs 
were purfued both at home and abroad. At home, to continue the public 
tranquillity, to counteract the fchemes of tlie Jacobites, to promote com- 
merce, to encourage agriculture and manufactures were the great efforts of 
adminillration, and in thefe Walpole took an aClivc and leading part. 

The new houfe of commons, which aflembled on the 23d of January 1728, Meeting of 
was of the fame temper and difpofition as the laft ; and the members in 
favour of admihiflration w'ere foon found to exceed the complement in the 
former parliament. Sir Spencer Compton, who had occupied the chair, 
having been created a peer, Arthur Onflow was elcClcd tpe.aker, with an 
unanimity which could only be infpired by an opinion of his integrity and 
abilities, an opinion which his fubfequent conduCl fully JufUfied, by an able 
and impartial difeharge of his duty, during a period of thirty-fevcu years J-. 

The fpeech from the throne was remarkable for an appearance of franknefs King’i, 
and fincerily. The king firfl; alludetl to the uncertain fituation of affairs 
abroad, to the difficulties which had attended the execution of the prcli- . 
minarics with Spain, and to the unavoidable neceffity of not difeontinuing 
warlike preparations ; and then, after the ordinary profeffions of frugality, and 
willingnefs to reduce the national expcnces, exhorted the commons to take 
into confideration the encouragement of feamcn in general, that they might 
be invited rather than compelled to enter into tlic fervice of their country, 

• It is a airious obfervaiion of Smollett conded the motion ; a clrcumftance of which 
(vol. 2. p. 1310 which muil tend to {liew with Smollett takes no notice. Belftiam alfo ob- 
how much partiality and inaccuracy he com- ferves (vol. i. p. 172.) with no lefs inaccu- 
piled his hlftory. That “ to thefe particulars racy, “ The amendment was reje^Ved w/M a 
(namely, in the fj)cech of Shippen) which majority” which would lead the reader to 

were indeed unnvfwerahle^ no reply was made, fuppofe, that there was a divifion. But in 
Even this mark of decency was laid afide, as there was no amendment duly moved and fe- 
jdle and fupnpr The fac^'t was^ that no conded, and the original niotioui of courfe, 
reply was made, not becanfe tlic arguments paOed unanimoufly. 
were unaufwerable, but becaufc no one fe- f Tindal, 
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a confideration, he obferved, worthy of the reprefentatlves of a people great 
a id flourifliing in trade and navigation. To this purpofe, he propofed an 
addition to the fund of Greenwich Hofpital, and ^concluded with recom- 
mending; unanimity, zeal, and difpatch. 

This Ipeech w'as tieard with general fatisfadion. The addrefs pafled the 
lord . Vvithou: oppofition ; being prefented to 'the commons for their approba- 
tion, Shipi^en [)iopolcd, with a view to caft a reflcdlion on the minifters, 
after the wortls difagreeabU and uncertain Jlate of affairs, to add, at his ma- 
jejifs ncceffion to the throne. He then took occafion to launch out into the 
moH bitter inveftives, and particularly taxed the fquadron with being ufelefs 
and infignificant, for not having rifled the galleons at Carth^ena, and plun- 
dered Porto Bello. Sir William Wyndham feconded the motion with his 
ufual energt% and obfervxd, that the languid meafures adopted by govern- 
ment, tended only to remove the negotiations from Paris and Madrid to 
Cambray, and would not affift in removing the difficulties into which this 
dilatory mode of proceeding had plunged the nation. But thele declama- 
toiy objcdlions did not accord with the temper of the houfe ; they rather ex- 
cited fo much indignation among the independent members, that the oppo- 
fition did not venture to call for a divifion, and the addrefs was carried una- 
nimoufly. In fa£t, this conduct of oppofition, not only difpleafed the nation, 
but even hurt their caufc in the only court, where it was likely to have any 
efleft. For the great objedion w'hich cardinal Fleury had raifed againft the 
counfels of England, was derived from their precipitancy and violence ; and 
Bolingbroke had laboured to imprefs this notion on his partizans. The mi- 
nifters availed themfclves of this circumftance, and in conformity to their in- 
ftru(5lions, earl Waldegrave, who in the ablence of Horace WalpoL condu<fted 
the affairs of England at Paris, reprefented with due effect to the cardinal, 
that the fame meafures to which he objedted, as too j)rompt and decifivc, 
were reprobated in England, as deficient in fpirit and energy *. 

The firft queftion which met with much oppofition, was that made by 
Horace Walpole, that 230,923 fiiould be granted for maintaining 12,000 
Heffians iii thc Britilb pay. In the debate on this motion, the minority 
feem to have firft recovered from their furprJfc ; the Pulteneys and Sir 
William Wyndham fpoke with great weight and art on a queftion which 
has been fo often ditcuffed, and which ftill coiuinucs to agitate the public 
mind, concerning the expediency of taking foreign troops into Britilh pay. 
The argument in favour of the tjueftion was, in fubftance, that the late king 
had thought fit to provide thefe troops, in order to obtain the ends of the 

* George Tilfou to eai-I Waldegrave, February ad and 5th, 1 727-8. Waldegrave Papers. 
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treaty oF Hanover ; that they were ready at hand, and much cheaper than 
raifing national troops ; that a dilappointment, from the defedion of the king 
of Pruflia, one of the contrafting parties in the alliance, was a fpecial reafon 
for their being retained ; that time had manifefted this to have been a pru- 
dential meafure, it having prevented a war in Germany j that the realbns for 
taking them into pay Hill fubfilled, and therefore their continuance was nc- 
ceflary till the intended congrefs at Cambray was finilhed. 84 divided 
againft 280 *. 

It was at tliis period, in which Wal[)ole, confiding on the fupport of queen 
Caroline, took the lead in the adininifiration, and became in reality the firtl 
minifter, although lord Tovvnlhend ftill oftentibly retained the name, tiiat 
the oppofition began to form itftif into coniiftency, and to compole a firm 
and compad phalanx, whicli refilled all the efforts and influence of the nii- 
nifters to divide them, and which finally drove him from the helm. 

Until the death of George the Firft, the component parts of this hetero- 
geneous body, which confided gf a few difappointed Whigs, Tories, and Ja- 
cobites, did not cordially coalefce. Many of thofe Whigs and moderate 
Tories, who looked up to that event as a prelude to their own admiffion ipto 
the miniftry, kept aloof from thofe who, as being profefled Jacobites, or 
violent Tories, could not exped the fame fuccefs. But no fooner had the 
continuance of Walpole in office annihilated their hopes, than the whole 
body became compad and united. In this relj^ed, the Whigs became Tories, 
the Tories Whigs ; and the Jacobites afllimed every fliape which tended to 
promote their views, by diftrefling government, and harafling the minitler, 
whom they confidered as the great fupporter of the houfe of Brunlwick. 

The chief aim of the minillcr was to comprehend almoft all the Tories as 
enemies to the government, by the name of Jacobites, or at leart: to give 
that fligma to every c . . who was not aprofeft and known Whig. With this 
view, his own adminiftration being naturally fupported on a Whig founda- 
tion, he endeavoured to attach to himfelf all thofe who had been dependent 
on Sunderland. With fonie he fucceeded, but not with all; and of thole 
whom he could not gain, fevcral remained in their employments, becaulc 
they were proteded by the Hanover junto. This body of Whigs, fmall but 
of confidcrable eminence, remained his enemies to the time of the king’s 
death, watching for every opportunity to ruin him ; and from the acceflion 
of Geprge the Second, commenced the oppofition which became afterwards 
fo troublefome and formidable -f, Pulteney became the great leader of this 

* Journals- Chamller. hers of oppofition, fee OnOow’s Ren'.ari;^, Cor- 
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Irody ; under Him were ranged his kinfraan Daniel Pultency, Sir John Barnard, 
Snndys, and afterwards lord Polwarth, Pitt, Littleton, and the Grenvilles. 
Sir William Wyndhani was the great*chief of the Tories, and William Ship- 
f^en was at the head of the Jacobites, who did not form lefs than fifty mem- 
bers. Tlrofe who fupported the minifter were lord Hervey, w'hofc charafter 
and talents h;n c been fcandaloully depreciated by Pope, Henry Pelham, 
Sir William Yongc, whom Johnfon calls the bed (])eaker in the houfe of 
cvrimnons, Vi'innington, and his brother Horace Walpole, whole talents fior 
iK'gotiation, indefatigable affiduity in bufmefs, and acquaintance with foreign 
1 ranla^T^ions, rendered him an able co-adjutor. 

During (liis feffion, a very im))ortant quellion, on the date of the national 
debt ; n :!') brought before the houfe, in which the minider of finance was 
d. In the debates which took place on this fubjedt, the op- 
poihion had tlcclaimed againd the profufe expenditure of the public mo- 
ney. T hey declared, that although large fupplies were annually Voted dur- 
ing the lad reign, and the produce of the finking fund had been applied 
to the difeharge of the debt, during a period of almod uninterrupted tran- 
quillity, yet tlie public burthens were increafed indead of being diminiflied; 
and tlicy ubferved, that if the war whth Spain diould continue, and new 
troubles arife in Europe, frclh taxes mud be perpetuated to the lated pof- 
teritv, and that the nation mud inevitably fink under fuch an accumulated 
load. 

In proof of thefe arguments, Pulteney had publiflied a well written pam- 
phlet, “ On the State of the National Debt.” Many fimilar datemcjits had 
appeared in the Craftfmah, attempting to fltew, that the finking fund had 
been of no fcrvice to the purpofe for which it was originally intended. 
Walpole knew' that this pofition was defended by the mod able pens, and 
odentatioufiy fupported by numbers, and laborious calculations, which the 
people could not comprehend.- As thefe affertions raifed great clamours at 
Jiome, and had a confiderable cflecl abroad, in decrying the credit of the 
nation, it became neceflary to confute, or at lead to contradift them, 
in the fime pofitive manner in which they were advanced. With this view, 
the minider determined, through the medium of the houfe of commons, to 
make a Iblemn appeal to the nation againd their dateraents j and his refo- 
lution was unwittingly forwarded by oppofition, who did not know that ih 
repeating their attacks, they fupplied him with the very weapons of defence, 
which he could not fo eafily have acquired without their concurrence. 

In laying before the commons an account of the finking fund, Walpole 
declared, that lince 1716, it had difeharged above fix millions bf the debt, 
but that as new debts had been contraded, the national burthens had upon 
4 the 
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the balance been diminiflied about two millions and a half. Pulteney in Chapter 33, 
reply aflerted, that notwithftanding the great merit which fome perlons had ' 7 * 7 * 7 * 9 * 
arrogated to tbemfelves from the eftablilhment of the finking fund, it ap- -J 

peared that the debt had increafed, inftead of being diminilhed, fince the 
commencement of that pompous projedl. To this Sir Nathaniel Gou'.d, au 
eminent merchant, obferved, that he apprehended the gentleman had taken 
this notion from a treatife, intituled, “ The State of the National Debt 
that if he underftood any thing, it was numbers, and that he wt)u!d 
flake his credit, to fhew tlie fallacy of the author’s calculations and infer- 
ences. Pulteney defended his calculations, and added, that he was not at 
prefent prepared to prove his aflertions, but that lie would do fo in a few 
days, and would alfo flake his reputation on their truth. The minifter lup- 
ported the opinion of Sir Nathaniel Gould, and added, that he would alfo 
flake his reputation on the truth of what he advanced *. Walpole now ex- 
erted himfelf in preparing fpccific ftatements of the produce of the finking 
fund, of the debts which had been liquidated, and of thofe which had been 
contrafled fince its eftablifliment, with a view of fubmitting them to par- 
liament on the fivft opportunity, which was foon fupplied by the leading 
member of oppofition. 

On the 29th of February, the king’s anfwcr w'as given to an addrpfs, re- 
queuing a Ipccific account of £. 250,000 which had been charged for fecret 
fcrviccs ; that he trufled the houfe would repofe the fame confidence in him 
as they had repofed in his royal father} and declared, that a fpecific account 
of the dilburfements could not be given, without maniteft prejudice to the 
public. This meflage had no fooner been delivered by " Sir Paul Methuen, 
comptroller of the houfehold, than Pulteney rofe : with great animation he 
inveighed againft fuch a vague and general way of accounting for the public 
money, as tending to render parliament infignificant and ufelcfs, to cover 
embezzlements, and to fereen corrupt and rapacious minifters. He again 
urged the increafe of the national debt, and infifled on having that inijior- 
tant affair debated in a grand committee. The minifter oppofed the im- 
mediate difculfion of the queflion, but moved to adjourn the debate only to 
the 4th of March, when after the examination of the revenue officers, he 
Ihould be ready to lay before the houfe, the flate of the national debt. This 
motion was carried by 202 againft 66 -j-. 

Accordingly, on the 4th of March, the commons, in a committee of the 
whole houfe, confidered the flate of the national debt, and examined at t!ie 
bar the proper officers of the revenue. At the conclufion of this exami- 

* George Tilfon to the carl of Waldegrave, February a 2d, 1727-8. Corrcrponcleiice.— 

Chandler. f Journals. 
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Teriod IV. nation, witlt a view to avoid all general cavils, and to reduce the aflertions 
1727 to 1 7 JO. of the adverfaries to a tpecific account, a motion was made by the friends of 
' ^ the minifter, “ That tlie monies already applied towards difeharging the na- 

tional debts incurred before Chriftmas 1716, together with 220,435, which 
will be iflued at Lady Day 1728, amount to 6,648,762.” 

In reply ta this j)rojx)fition, the minority aigued, that for the pur- 
pofe of A\'elling the amount of the fums faid to be iflued for the liqui* 
dation of the debt, the minifter had put down no lefs than three millions, 
which had been advanced in 1720, to make the irredeemables redecni- 
.tblcs ; and which could not properly be called a payment of debts. They 
alfb inlidcd, that he had omitted feveral large fums, particularly one million 
raifed u])on the credit of the civil lift, and deficiencies of the land tax, malt, 
and other funds. They concluded, that thefe defalcations from the fums 
paid, and additions to the ftanding debts, would reduce the £. 6,648, ySz, 
which, according to theboaftsof the minifter, was fuppofed to be liquidated, 
to lefs than one third. 

Walpole, on the other hand, maintained with no left pofitiveneft the ac- 
curacy of his own ftatements, expatiated on the ftate of the nation, and of 
the public debts, explained the operation and efficacy of the finking fund, 
and fupported the motion. The oppofition then propofed that ‘the fpeaker 
ftiould refume the chair, but this being negatived by 250 againft 97, the 
original queftion tvas then put, and carried without a divifion. 

AJarch4th. The minifter having obtained this viftory, refolved to bring forw'ards 
his public appeal to the nation, by prefenting a report from the houfe of 
commons to. the king, ftating, in certain refolutions, the amount of the na- 
tional debt, and the fums which had been liquidated by means of the fink- 
ing fund. With this view, four refolutions were fubmitted to a committee 
of the whole houfe, on the 8th of March; the firft of which repeated, in 
the fame words, the motion made on the 4th, that 6,648,762 had been 
difeharged. 

The oppofition, recolledling their former defeat by a large majority, and 
feeing that the houfe wholly differed from their reprefentations, did not 
lay their wonted ftrefs on the main queftion, but loudly called again upon 
the minifter for an account of the fum lately employed in fecret fervice. 
To thefe clamours Walpole made the ufual reply, that it had been expended 
in negotiations too delicate to be fpccified. In the midft of his fpeech, an 
account was tranfmitted by lord Townfhend, that the convention with Spain 
was figned at the Pardo*. Walpole availed himfelf of this information; and 

• See the conclullon of this chapter. 
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acquainting the houfe with the news, added, “ That the nation would be Chapter jj. 

now relieved from the burthen of the late expences, and that he could alTure 

the members who called fo loudly for a Ijiecification of the fecret fervice 

money, that it been expended in obtaining the conclufion of that peace, the 

preliminaries of which were now figned. The defigns of thofe (he faid) who 

had laboured to diflurb the tranquillity of Europe, were thus defeated ; and 

the purchafe of peace, and the prevention of war, on terms fo cheap, were highly 

beneficial to the public.” This information fpread general fatisfadlion through 

the houfe j the queftion was inftantaneouily called for, and the refolutions 

pafled without a divifion *. On a fubfequent meeting, thefe refolutions were 

formed into a report, which was drawn up by the minifter, and laid before 

the houfe, to be prefented to the king. 

This is a very elaborate performance -p, and deferves the flridcft at- April 8th 
tention. After laying down the fubjed of the report, which was to examine Report on the 
how much of the additional debt incurred before the 25th of December 
1716 had been difeharged, and what new debts had been contraded fmee anVnatioiwl 
that time ; it proceeds with making feverc refledions againft the arts which debt, 
had been pradifed to miflead the peoj)le in this itnportant inquiry, “ by 
publifliing and promoting, with the greatcfl induftr}', moll notorious mifre- 
prefentations of the true Hate of our debts, and of the provifions made for 
the difclurge of them ; and by infufing groundlefs jealoufies and infinuations, 
as if the produce of the finking fund had been but little and inconfiderablc, 
or that by wrong and imprudent meafures, bad mconomy, negled, or mif- 
management, unneceflary expences had been made, and new debts con- 
traded, that not only equalled, but exceeded by feveral millions, the amount 
of the old debts that had been difeharged It then adopts a method that 
is plain, eafy, and intelligible to the meaneft capacity, by giving, in two tables, 
the amounts of the debts difeharged and incurred fince the 25th of Decem- 
ber 1716, jufl. before the eftablillrment of the finking fund : 

Debts incurred fmceDecember 25th 1 7 16, and fince £. s. d. 
difeharged — — — 6,626,404 16 gi 

Debts contraded and incurred fince December 25th 

1 7 1 6, and now fubfilling — — 3,927,98s 7 i{ 

Difference, or decreafe of the national debt 2,698,41 6_^9 yi 

• Lettre de Monfieur Le Coq, au Roi dc grave March Ji, lysj. Correfpondence, Pe. 

Pologne, de Londres, 33 Mars, 1728. Alfo, riod Ilf. 
a letter from a foreign minifter, dated 4|. f Tindal, vol. ao. p. 24. 

March, 1728. De la Faye to earl Walde- } Journals. 
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Period IV. It then gives the new debts under the proper heads cf the fervices for which 
* 7*7 * 73 ®' they were contraftedj and after having related the beginning, eftablilhment, 
and beneficial effedts of the finking fund, obferves, that by reducing the 
intereft of the greateft part of the debts from 6 to 4- per cent, there is a 
faving of one third of the intereft, which is equal to a difchaige of one third 
of the principal and that as the annual produce of the fund was gradually 
raifed from 400,000 to £, 1,200,000, the addition of 800,000, if va- 
lued at twenty-five years purchafe, the current price of annuities, would give 
a real profit to the public of £. 20,000,000. 

It concludes by faying, “ This is the happy ftate of the finking fund, 
taken feparately, and by itfclf j but, if we caft our eyes upon the ftate of our 
public credit in general, it muft be an additional fatisfaeftion to us, that by 
preferving the public faith inviolable, by the difeharge of the old exchequer 
bills, and the redudion of the high intereft on all our ftanding debts, the 
whole credit that is taken on the annual funds, for carrying on the current 
fcrvice of the year, is and may be fupplied for the future at 3 per cent, or 
lefs, for intereft, premium, and charges, by exchequer bills, juft as the occa- 
fions of the public require, without any loans, or being obliged to any per- 
fons, for money to be advanced or lent on the credit of them } and fo far 
is the public from being under the former neceffities of allowing extravagant 
intereft, premiums, or difeounts, for any money they want, that the only 
conteft now among the creditors of the public is, that every one of them dc- 
fires to be the laft in courfe of payment.” 

“ Permit us then, moft gracious fovereign, to congratulate your majeftj' on 
the comfortable profped we have now before us, if, notwithftanding 
the many difficulties this nation has laboured under fince the happy accef- 
fion of your majefty’s late royal father to the throne, notwithftanding the 
unnatural rebellion which foon after broke out, and the many heinous plots 
and confpiracies which have fince been formed and carried on for overturn- 
ing the religion and liberties of our country, .and the proteftant fucceffion in 
your moft illuftrious family j the many difturbances which have arifen, and 
the uncertain and embroiled condition of the affairs of Europe, not a little 
fomented and encouraged by the falfc intelligence, and malicious infinuations 
which have been induftrioully fpread abroad by your majefty’s and our ene- 
mies, of the uneafy and perplexed ftate of our affairs at home, as if that 
had rendered it almoft impoffible for this nation, effeftually to exert them- 
felves in defence of their own juft rights and poffeffions, and for eftablilhing 
and fecuring the public peace and tranqiyllity j if, notwithftanding thefe and 
many other difficulties which we laboured under, and while the finking fund 
4 was 
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was yet in its infancy, and fo much lefs than it now is, we have been able Chapter sj. 
to diminifli the national debts fo much already, what may we not hope for 17 * 7 *° * 7 ^* 
in regard to a more fpcedy and fenfible difchai^e of them for the future, ' 

now the finking fund is fo greatly increafed, and our public credit in fo 
flourifhing a condition 

Such w'as the fubflance of this remarkable report, which was carried by April 8th. 
243 againft 77 -f-. It was prefented to the king, and drew a favourable an- April nth. 
fwer, expreffing his extreme fatisfadion for the removal of groundlefs jea- 
loufies and apprehenfions, for tlie happy efieds to be derived from the flou- 
rilhing ftate of public credit, for theprovifion made for the gradual difeharge 
of the national debt, and concluded by obferving, “ You may be allured, 
it fhall be my particular care and fludy to maintain and preferve tire public 
credit, and to improve the finking fund, and to avoid all occafions of laying 
any new burthens upon the people j'.” 

The elFeds of the report, both at home and abroad, were incalculably be- 
neficial to the credit of the minifter. Whatever were the opinions of indivi- 
duals, whatever might be the cavils of thofe who oppofed government, the 
llatcment of the minifter was approved by more than two thirds of the »a- 
tional reprefentativeSy afjmbled in parliament y and zvas folemnly fan^iioned by the 
king. At home the difeontents vifibly fubfided ; abroad the national credit 
was eftabliflied on ftronger grounds than ever. It was proved, in oppofition 
to the clamours of the difalFccfted, that the kingdom could fupport the ex- 
pences of a war. France courted our alliance with redoubled ardour ; Spain 
was confirmed in her willies for peace; the Emperor and RulIIa Ihrunk from 
a conteft with Great Britain; and the difpatches from Paris, Seville, and 
Vienna, fulliciently announced the weight and influence which the counfels 
of England had gained by the opinion, which now generally prevailed in 
favour of her finances. 

In this feflion occurred one of thofe difficult and critical cafes, in which 
Walpole was reduced to the necelfity of complying with the will of the 
fovereign, contrary to his own judgment, or of refigning. Great complaints 
had been made of the deficiency of the civil lift, and upon an examination 
of the revenue officers, a motion was made by Scropc, fccrctary to the trea- Apfjj 
fury, that the fum of f. 1 1 5,000 be granted to his inajefly, not as a defi- 
ciency, but as an arrear. It appeared that there was no deficiency, yet the 
houfe rejeded a motion for a lecrct committee, and paflfed the a£t, by a 
majority of 241 againft 115. In the lords, the bill met with ftrenuous op- 
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portion, and thougli carried, very ftrong protefts were centered on the 
Journals, -and figned by fourteen peers. This tranladlion gave great pain 
to Walpole : he is faid to have uled every effort of addrefs and reafoning 
to dilTuade the profccution of the demand, fo much as even to offend 
the king. The enemies of his adminiftration were not ignorant of his refift* 
ance, and fome of the leading Tories made fecret propofals to the king, 
that if he would difeard Walpole, they would not only obtain the fum re- 
quited, but add to it 100,000. Thus circumftanced, the minifter re- 
luftantly complied, and fubjeded his charadfer to much obloquy *. 

This inflexibility of George the Second ex}X>fcd Walpole not only to 
many difficulties in his public career, but to many unmerited reproaches 
in his charadlcr, as a man of veracity. Great embarralfment to a minifter 
muft be derived from the occulional reludlance of the fovereign to con- 
firm the promifes made to individuals of particular offices, either of honour 
or truft j and on fuch occafions, he naturally incurs the blame of cither 
indifference, negligence, or duplicity. Thus he had not been able to obtain 
for his friend the duke of Devonfhire the prefidentfliip of the council, 
which high office was, by the interpofition of Sunderland, conferred on lord 
Carleton, who, fmcc his elevation to the peerage, had feldom voted with the 
Whigs. 

But perhaps no failure affedfed him more, or caufed more reproaches, 
than the refufal of the fovereign to make Charles Stanhope, cider brother 
of the earl of Harrington, a lord of the admiralty. The real caufe of the 
king’s non-compliance, arofe from his averfion to Charles Stanhope, which 
was difclofed to the minifter, .under the ftridleft injundtions of fecrecy. 
George the Second had found, among his father’s papers and letters, a me- 
morial from lord Sunderland, written in the hand of Charles Stanhope, 
highly expreffive of ftrong diflike to the prince of Wales, and recommending 
the adoption of the moft violent meafures againft him. The perufal of this 
paper excited the higheft indignation as well againft the memory of lord 
Sunderland, as againft the fecretary who had written it. In regard to Charles 
Stanhope, the king declared, that no confideration ftiould induce him to 
affign to hini any place of truft or honour ; and he kept his word. For 
when Sir Robert Walpole efpoufed his intereft with much ardour, Ik of- 
fended the king, who rejefted the application, with fome expreffions of re- 
ientment againft the minifter for having recommended him •!•. 


•Journals. Chandler. Tindal. Etough’s Papers.— -Geo. I. p. 16, 17. 
f Lord Towpibend to Stephen Poyntz, Jupc 3d, 1728. Correfpondence, Period IV. 
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When George the Firft left England, things wore the appearance of a C(iapffr 3j. 
general pacification. In virtue of the preliminaries figned by the Imperial 1727101729 
and Spanilh embafladors, a courier from Spaimwas hourly expefted to an- [ 
nounce, that the fiege of Gibraltar Was raifed, and the prizes reftored. But 
the death of the king put a momentary fufpenfion to thefe hopes. 

Philip received the preliminaries on the loth of June, and before he ifl’ued Wavering 
orders in conformity with his promiles, the news of that event arrived. 

Tlie acceffion of the new fovereign had been announced by the Jacobites 
abroad, as likely to meet with numerous obftacles, and at all events, it 
was fuppofed that the helm of government would not be directed by fo 
fteady a hand, when Townfliend and Walpole were removed. Under 
thefe impreflions, Philip, ipfpired with the hopes of breaking the llrid aU 
liance between France .and England, and of again engaging the Emperor 
in his fup[)ort, while he alFcdted to agree to the terms accepted by his 
embaffador, delayed, under various pretences, to raife the fiege of Gibral- 
tar, and to rellore the Prince Frederick, a flaip belonging to the South Sea 
company, which had been feized under the pretence of carrying on a con- 
traband trade. 

The Emperor juftified this condud,' by declaring, that the king of 
Spain was not obliged by the preliminaries to take thofe fteps ; and by his 
preparations, gave unequivocal figns of intentions hoftile to Englanth 
The only method therefore of bringing Philip to reafon, was to attack his 
ally in Germany, and to purfue fuch vigorous meafures as might deter 
the court of Vienna from fupporting Spain by invading the electorate 
and the United Provinces, the only parts in which the allies of Hanover 
were vulnerable, and which the Englilli would be bound in honour to de- 
fend. This meafure was ftill more neceflary, becaufe the conventions made 
by the Emperor with the electors and princes of the empire, and lire fub- 
fidics which he was to pay with Spanilh money, in virtue of thofe conven- 
tions, were not expired. The allies were, by the management of the courts 
of Vienna and Madrid, in the fame ftate of uncertainty as to peace or war, 
as they were before the preliminaries were figned. 

Among all thefe conventions made by the Emperor, none had a more Treaty with 
fatal tendency than that with Brunfwick Wolfenbuttel. The Emperor had 
already drawn the electors of Mentz, Cologne, Treves, and Bavaria, and 
the Elector Palatine, into his intereft. His near confanguinity to the prince 
of Saxony, feemed to fecure to him, at leaft, the neutrality of that protellant 
electorate ; and he had found means to draw off the king of Prulfia, by the 
promife of guarantying to liiqj the fucceffion of Berg and Ravcnilein. In cafe 
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of a mpture, lie had fecured Mentz as a place of arms, which gave him the 
command of Suabia, Franconia, and the Rhine. 

The ElefVor of Mentz lud already permitted him to put a garrifon into 
Erfurt, which, by its fituation, made hiiii in efFeft mafter of Upper Saxony : 
but flill Lower Saxony, in which circle the dominions of Hanover are fitu- 
atcd, remained inacceflible, till he found means to make a treaty with the 
duke of Brunfwick Wolfenbuttel, by which he was to grant that prince a 
fubfidy of £. 100,000 florins a year. In a fecret article of that treaty, it 
was farther flipulated, that the conjunfture of affairs requiring it, clofer en- 
gagements fliould be entered into between them, as well for augmenting the 
duke’s fubfidies and troops, as in relation to the town of Brunfwick. In 
confequence of this convention, another fubfidiary treaty was opened be- 
tween the court of Ruflia and the duke, under the influence and direction 
of the Emperor. Had he been permitted to garrifon Brunfwick, not only a 
fatal difunion would have been produced between the branches of the 
king’s family, but the fituation of that place would have enabled the Em- 
peror to pour into the eleiStorate his own troops, as well as the 30,000 men 
which, by the treaty w'ith Ruflia, were to have been introduced into the em- 
[lire, under pretence of recovering Slefwick for the duke of Hollfein ; the 
greater part of Weftphalia would have been laid under contribution, even to 
the frontiers of Holland; and the kings of Denmark and Sw'eden would 
have been kept in awe, by being forced to provide for the fafety of their own 
poflefllons on the fide of Germany. 

fn tJiis dangerous fituation of affairs, when the king’s German dominions, 
and through them the United Provinces, were threatened by tire combined 
arms of Auflria, Ruffia, and Pruflia, and when the poffeffion of Brunf- 
w'ick, as a place of arms for the allies of Vienna, w'ould have enabled the 
Emperor to penetrate into Lower Saxony, and bring on a general w'ar, 
a treaty was negotiated and concluded with the duke of Brunfwick Wolfen- 
buttel, which put an inftant check to the view's of the Emperor, and to the 
hopes of Spain. This treaty, negotiated between lord Townfliend and count, 
Dehn, the confidential minifter of the duke of Brunfwick, was figned at 
'Wolfenbuttel, on the 23d of November 1727. It flipulated a renewal of 
the family compaft, according to the treaty of the 6th of May 1661, by 
which Brunfwick was to be kept for the common fafety of the houfe of Lu- 
nenburgh, and not delivered up to any other power ; a mutual guaranty of 
dominions; mutual afliftance in cafe of attack ; a fubfidy of £. 1^,000 a 
year, during four years, to the duke of Brunfwick, who was to furnilh atleafl 
5,000 men. This treaty, if conlidered in its general effedls and tendency to 
the pacification of Germany, was a mafl;er-pie& of policy : it united the tw'O 
branches of the houfe of Lunenburgh, who had been long at variance ; and 
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by preventing the progrefs of the Imperial arms, faved the deflorate of Ha- 
nover from hoftile inroads. 

Thefe prudent and vigorous mcafures had the effeft for which they were 
deligned. The Emperor was reduced to a ftate of inadlion ; and Spain, un- 
able to maintain an unequal conteft with the allies of Hanover, fub- 
mitted with reluflance, and ratified the preliminaries of peace at the Pardo, 
a royal palace near Madrid, in conformity to a declaration lettlcd between 
Horace Walpole and cardinal Fleury, and made by count Rothembourg, the 
French minifter in Spain. In confequence of this aft, the congrefs of 
Soiflbns was held, where the plenipotentiaries of all the powers concerned in 
the late troubles were aflemblcd ; and although nothing material was tranf- 
afled, yet the negotiations were managed, on the part of the Hanover allies, 
in fuch a manner as to create a divifion between the courts of Vienna and 
Madrid, The projefl of a provilional treaty, negotiated between the Imperial, 
Britifli, and French plenipotentiaries, bad fo alarmed the king of Spain, and 
created To much uneafinel's in the queen, that they required from the Em- 
peror a pofitive declaration on the fubjeft of marrying the two archduchefles 
to the two Infants of Spain, and his refufal to explain himfelf, excited 
their refentment to fuch a degree, as to give England and France an op- 
portunity of detaching them from the Emperor. 

The breach being now made, a reconciliation fpeedily took place between 
the allies of Hanover and Spain. Philip lacrificed the Emperor, as the Em- 
peror, by declining to co-operate in the fiege of Gibraltar, had lacrificed 
him, figned the preliminaries at Pardo, and concluded, at Seville, the 29th 
of November, with Great Britain and France, a treaty of peace, union, and 
mutual defence. This treaty, befidcs the reftoration of peace, and the re- 
newal of all former treaties between Great Britain and Spain, ftipulated the 
introdudVion of fix thoufand Spaniards, inftead of neutral troops, as fpecified 
by the cjuadruple alliance, into Tui'cany, Parma, and Placentia, for fecuring 
to Don Carlos the eventual fucceflion to thofe duchies, in cafe the reign- 
ing fovereigns fltould die without iflue male ; and if the Emperor would not 
acquiefee, forcible means were to be ufed for efFeftuating the introdudlion. 

in return for this fingle article granted to Spain, Great Britain obtained 
immediate redrefs of fome grievances, the promife of redrefs in others, new 
guaranties of all her polTeffions, and of all her rights of trade, and a tacit ex- 
clufion of any claim to Gibraltar, upon which to be filent, after the cla- 
morous demands made by Spain, was the lame as a public renunciation *. 


Chapter $5. 
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• The contents of the part of this chapter the Walpole and Stanhope papers, and from 
which relates to foreign affairf, have been prin- the ftate of the negotiation, from June 17*8 to 
cipally drawn from the various difpatches of June 1730, drawn ii;> by Mr. Robiiifon, the 
Horace Walpole and William Stanhope, in minifter at Vienna, iu the Giauthani papers. 
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Although Walpole fuffered the negotiations to be oftenfibly managed by 
Townlhend, and feemed to take no part in the various traafadtions, yet he 
watched with a jealous e)fe the progrefs of the bufmefs. In the fecret cor- 
refpondence which he conftantly held with his brother Horace, whofe opi- 
nion had a great influence over Townfliend, he direded all his advice and 
views to the final eftablifhmcnt of peace. He was on the one hand equally 
ftudious not to oflend the Emperor beyond hopes of recover}', who he well 
knew, in cafe of a reconciliation between France and Spain, could alone in 
future prevent the aggrandlfement of the houfe of Bourbon, and on the other 
fide, was equally anxious to facilitate an accommodation with Spain, for the 
lake of reftoring the Britiih commerce, which had received a deep blow from 
the rupture with that country. The treaty of Seville, was indeed principally 
owing to his interference or diredions ; and Townfliend’s repugnance to this 
plan of pacification, was over-ruled by the prudence and diferetion of bis 
colleague. 


CHAPTER THE THIRTY-FOURTH 
172 7 — I 7 29 i 


Debates. in Parliament on a Juppofed Promife of George the Firjl to rcjlore Gi^ 
braltar to Spain. — Miftakes generally entertained on that Subjebl. — True Stale 
of Fabls. — ConduSl of the Regent, — Of the King and Queen of Spain., and 
its Confequences. 

I N the midft of thefe tranfadions, an outcry was raifed againft admi- 
niftration, for having degraded the king, and difgraced the nation, by 
breaking a promife made to Philip the Fifth, for the reftk^ution of Gibraltar, 
which, it was urged, had induced that monarch to accede to the quadruple 
alliance ; and therefore the war was unjuft on the part of England, be- 
caule he only claimed his right in virtue of that promife, and offered to 
Commence a negotiation for peace, when it was fulfilled. To thefe aller- 
tions Walpole replied, that the promife having been given when he was 
not in adniiniftration, he was in no refped anfvverable for it >. but that 
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if It had ever been made, he durft aver,' that it was conditional, and rendered 
v6id by the refufal of Spain to comply w,ith the terms on which it was 
founded, and that whenever tlie performance of that agreement was men- 
tioned to him, he always maintained that Gibraltar Ihould not be granted 
without the confent of parliament*. When Sandys moved, “ for ad- 
drefling the king to communicate to this houfe, copies of the declaration, 
letter, or engagement, on wliich the king of Spain founded his peremptory 
(demand for the reftitution of that fortrels,” he was feconded, and ftrenu- 
oufly fupported by Sir William Wynclham, Hungerford, and Pultency, who 
took notice of a letter written in 1721, to one of the Emperor’s plenipoten- 
tiaries at Cambray, wherein a promife of ceding Gibnaltar was exprefsly 
mentioned ; but they were oppofed by Henr)' Pelham, Brodrick, Horace 
Walpole, and Sir Robert Walpole, who f?iid, that the communication of the 
declaration or letter was altogether imprafticable and unprecedented ; the 
private letters of princes being almofl; as lacred as their very perfons -f-. 

But although this remark at that time impofed a refpedlful filencc on the 
houfe of commons, yet the queftion was again revived in the upper houfe, 
and the letter being produced, fome of the lords in opix>rition moved the 
refolution, “ That effedual care be taken, in the treaty then in agitation, that 
the king of Spain do renounce all claims and pretenfions to Gibraltar and 
Minorca, in plain and ftrong terms.” But the motion being overruled, ano- 
ther was carried, “ That the houfe relies upon the king for preferving the un- 
doubted right to Gibraltar and Minorca.” This refolution being tent down 
to the commons, lord Malpas propoted and carried an addrefs for a copy of the 
letter to the king of Spain ; which being laid Ijcforc the houfe, a warm de- 
bate enfued. Many fevere rcfleftions were levelled at thole who advifed the 
king to write fuch a letter, as implied, or at Icaft was confidcred by the 
Spaniards as fignifylng a pofitivc promife of giving up Gibraltar, and was 
therefore the principal occafion of tlie king of Spain’s refentment, and of the 
difficullic? in promoting a pacification. To thefe infinuations, Walpole re- 
plied as on the former occafion, and added, that the letter did not contain any 
pofitive promife ; and that cfTeitual care had been taken in the prefent ne- 
gotiation to fecure the poireflion of Gibraltar. But the party in oppofition 
declaring thcmfclves diffatisfied with this explanation and anfwer, moved 
an addition to the refolution of the lords, that .all pretenfions on the part of 
Spain to Gibraltar and Minorca, fliould be fpccifically given up j but the 
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qneftion being negatiyed by a large majority of 156 voices, the refolution of 
the lords was carried without a divifton. Thus ended this bufmefs in parlia- 
ment, which Had created fo much ill-will, and occafioned fo many falfe re- 
ports ait the time, and wliicli has fince been mifreprefented by thofe who in- 
culpate the minifter for breaking a promife which he never made, and for 
violating the national honour, when, in fa6t, he defended and fupported it. 

Although the bufinefs was thus concluded in parliament, yet the afler- 
tions of the minilter did not fatisfy oppolition, and as the affair was again 
reitewed in the Craftfman, and other periodical publications, with increafetl 
rancour and exaggerated invedive, to which Walpole never condefeended to 
make any reply, thcle invedives have been adopted by fubl^uent hifto- 
rians witli no lefs afperity, and have been confidered as authentic fads. Nor 
is this mifreprefentation confined to the authors of this country : Many of the 
French writers are totally miftaken in the account of this negotiation, in al- 
ferting, that George the Firf't promifed unconditionally to reftore Gibraltar. 

Thus, particularly, Anquetil prelumes, that in the peace which Spain con- 
cluded with France and England in 1 720, there was a fccret article by which 
the kin^ of England promifed to reflore Gibraltar to Spain-, and he grounds 
this prel'umption, not unfairly, on the two following pafliiges from the Me- 
moirs of Villars. March to, 1727 : The pope’s nuncio at Madrid, wrote to 
the nuncio in France, that the king of Spain offered to agree to the fulpen- 
fion of the trade from Offend, and at the fame time demanded Gibraltar, 
mfijling that the rejiitution of it had been promifed by the king of England. No- 
vember 2, 1727; Count Rothembourg, the French embaflador at Madrid, 
relates, that the queen of Spain complained of the Englifli, and fpeaking of 
Gibraltar, took out an original letter from the king’s cabinet, in which George 
the Firjl promifed the refitution of Gibraltar *. As therefore the accounts 
given of this tranfadion are in general erroneous, and as the inrjuiry itfelf 
is not unintcrefting, I fliall date a narrative of the negotiations relative to the 
reffitution of Gibraltar, drawn from authentic documents. 

In 1 7 1 5, George the Firft, for the purpofe of avoiding a rupture with 
Spain, gave full powers to the regent, duke of Orleans, to offer the reftora- 
tion of Gibraltar; the hoftilitics which follow^ed, annulled the promife, and 
afterwards the king of Spain acccdal purely and fimply to the quadruple- 
alliance, without ftipulating the cefliOH. The regent, however, w'ith a view 
to ingratiate himfelf with the king of Spain, and to promote the double 
marriage between the two infants and his two daughters, repeatedly renewed 

* Voi. 3. p. 41 1, See alfo Belfliam’s Hiftory, vol. i. p. *5 1, 
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the offer in the name of George the Firft, And infpired Phili]^ with the moft Chapter 34. 
fanguine hopes of recovering fo important a fortrefs. Thefe expeftations 
being urged by Philip with great warmth, and with little difcrction, obliged the 
king to declare that he did not confider himfclf as bound by his former condi- 
tional proiffife. The regent being reproached by the queen of Spain with abreach 
of his word, difpatclied the count de Sancterre to England, ,to reprel'ent the 
dangerand delicacy of his fituation.’ He declared, that he conlidered the king’s 
promife as full and pofitive, and that he would as foon confent to his utter ruin, 
as to the dithonour of failing in fo public an engagement. ThcTe ftrong expref- 
fions from the regent, who had proved himfelfib taithful an ally, and whofe 
affiftance in difeovering and counterading the fehemes of the Jacobites was fo 
neceffary, peiplexed the king, and induced him to ufe his utmoll endeavours 
to gratify him and the king of Sj)ain. With this view, earl Stanhope founded 
the dilj)ofition of the upper houfe, by infmuatingan intention to obtain a bill, 
empowering the king to difpofe of Gibraltar, for the advantage of the nation. 

But this hint produced a violent ferment. The public were roufccl w'ith 
indignation on the fimple fufpicion, that at the clofe of a fuccefsful war, un~ 
juftly begun by Spain, fo important a fortrefs ihould be ccdcd> General 
murmurs were at the fame time excited by a report induftrioufly circulated by 
oppofition, that the king had entered into a pofitive engagement for that 
purpofc; virulent pamphlets were publifhed to alarm the people, and to 
perfuade them rather to continue the war, tlian to give up Gibraltar, Tiic 
minifters were compelled to yield to the torrent, and to adopt the prudent 
refolution of waving the motion, left it Iliould produce a contrary effed, by a 
bill, which might forever tic * up the king’s hands.' The interference of France 
in this affair, and the extreme eagernefs to obtain the reftitution, was of 
great detriment, The alarm was indeed fo ftrong, that (ufpicions w'ere enter- 
tained that the regent was meditating the defertion ot the alliance with Eng- 
land, and made Gibraltar a pretext to juftify a change of fyftem. Thcfc 
apprelienfions induced the king to lend earl Stanhope to Paris, with a view 
of rcpfelcnting the true fituation of affairs, and to ftalc the unpopularity of 
the meafure, and the impradicabiiity of carrying it againft the general fenfe 
of the people. The letter which Stanhope conveyed from tlip king to the March y, 
regent on this occafion, was firm, diftreet, and fatisfadory. He acknow- 1720. 
ledged that he had made the offer of ceding Gibraltar, folcly with a view 

• Earl Stanhope to Sir' Luke Schaub, Paris, March sB, 1720. Hardwicke Papers. 
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of preventing the ruptyrCi and that Spain might have obtained it, had fiie 
then acceded to the propofed conditions. But it was now too late to revive 
the demand, as the king of Spain had proved himfelf the aggreflbr. It never 
could be uhderilood that a voluntary offer of this nature, to prevent a war, 
was binding as a preliminary of peace. He concluded by obferving, that he 
had never given his confent, lince the rupture, to the renewal of the offer, 
and had received no communication from the regent of any intention to 
bring it forward *. The duke of Orleans was fully fatisfied with this repre- 
fentation. He owned, that although he could not avoid continuing to prel's 
for the reflitution Avhich he had fo folemnly promlfed in the king’s name, 
yet that he would employ every indiredl means in his power, to prevent its 
being indifcreetly and impro])erly urged, and tellified his refoiution to make 
a leparate peace with Spain. 

The king, however, being ftill inclined to gratify the regent, if he could do 
it without difobliging his lubjeils, referred the olyedt of difpute to the con- 
grefs at Cambray, hoping that in the courfe of negotiations, the Spanilh 
plenipotentiaries might urge fuch motives and arguments in its favour, as 
would influence the parliament and people -f. Under the fame impref- 
fions, he made another effort. By his orcler, earl Stanhope wrote to I’ecre- 
tary Craggs, to lay before the lords juftices the advantages which would 
refult from ceding Gibraltar for Florida, or the caflern part of St. Domingo, 
and for certain commercial advantages. This propolal being laid before the 
council, lord Townfliend at firfl warmly oppofed, but finally agreed, if a 
fuitable equivalent, particularly Florida, could be obtained. Accordingly, 
the ceflion leemed ultimately determined, if it met with the approbation of 
parliament. But the obftinacy of the king of Spain, rendered this propofai 
ineffeflual. He declined yielding Florida in exchange, and infilled on Gi- 
braltar without giving any equivalent This claim on his part was fb 
warmly, and repeatedly infilled on, as the indifpenfable requifite for acceding 
to the terms of pacification, that it was deemed a prudent art of policy not to 
retard the conclufion of peace, by a pofitivc denial. Philip having rcqucHed, 
as an oUcnfible vindication of the peace, which was reprobated in Spain 
as highly difhonourable, a letter conveying a promife of relloring Gibraltar, 
George the Firll complied, and exprcflecl himfelf with great diferetion on 
this delicate fubjcdl. “ I no longer balance (he obferved) to allure your 

* The king to the duke of Orleans. Wal- % Secretary Craggs to earl Stanhope, Auguft 
pole Papers, 2 and 26, 1720.' Stanhope Papers. Earl 

t Sir Luke Sc haul) to Grimaldo, Madrid, Stanhope to fecretary Craggs, Hanover, Ofto- 
Junc 17, 1720. Hard wickf Papers. ben, 1720. Hard wicke Papers. 
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tnajefty of my readinefs to fatisfy you with regard to your demand, touch- 
ing the reftitution of Gibraltar, upon the footing of an equivalent, promifing 
you to make ufe of the firil favourable opportunity to regulate this article, 
with conient of my parliament.” When the Britifli minifter delivered this 
letter, both the king and queen of Spain made ft) many objeftions, particu- 
larly to the word equivalent, that at his fuggeftion the king contented to 
write another letter, in which thofe words w'ere omitted, under the tull 
conviftion that the letter, even in that mutilated Hate, left the afiitir 
entirely to the parliament, who might refufe to part whth Gibraltar upon 
any terms ■, or if they agreed to the ceffion, might equally infift upon an 
equivalent *. 

This was the memorable letter -f, which was the caufe of fo much ob- 
loquy. Philip confidcrcd it as a pofitive promife, and his minifter in- 
fifted upon a pure and fimplc reftitution, without any equivalent. The 
king of England, on tlie contrary, aflerted that the ceflion muft folcly de- 
pend on the confent of parliament, which would not be eafily obtained. In 
the midft of thete claims on one fide, and counter declarations on the other, 
which agitated the plenipotentiaries during two years, the <liltblution of the 
marriage between Louis the Fifteenth and the Infiinta, occafioned the rup- 
ture between France and Sjmin. Pliilip broke up the congrefs at Cambray 
without having agreed to the preliminaries, and the queftion of Gibraltar re- 
mained undecided. After inelie(flually endeavouring to detach England from 
France, and whilft he was fecrctly jtreparing for a reconciliation with the 
houfe of Auftria, he renewed his claims, and accompanied them with bitter 
reproaches. 

In the midft of thefe altercations, Riji^rerda, having publicly declared at 
Vienna that England would be compelled to reftore Gibraltar, colonel 
Stanhope was commanded to obtain an immediate acknowledgment frotu 
Madrid, whether this declaration of Ripperda was made by order, or limply 
on his own authority The king of Spain, and his firft minifter Grimaldo, 
both replied, that Ripperda had furpafled his orders, ia faying that a rup- 
ture with England would enfue, unlefs Gibraltar was rellorcd; and Stan- 
hope was defiled to acquaint his court with this declaration. Stanhope pre- 
pared his dil'patch, and the courier was on the point of taking his departure, 

• Difpatch from William Stanhope to lord of Europe, Hiftorical Regifter, Chandler, and 
Carteret, Aranjuez, May ag, lyai. Hard- Tindal, with an omillion of the words markai 
wicke Papers. in Italics. 

f This letter is printed in the Journals of t Letter from Colonel Stanhope to lord 
the lords and commons, in the Political State Townfliend, July 14, 172?. 
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Period IV. vvhcn hc rcccivcd a letter from Grimaklo, informing him that the continua'' 
1747 to i;3o. tion of the friendfhip and commerce between England and Spain, would dc/ 
pend on the fpeedy compliance with this demand. On inquiry, lie found 
that the caufe of this fudden change in opinion, proceeded from the news 
juft brought of the ratification of the treaty of Vienna. In faeft, both the 
king and qxiecn of Spain were fo little acquainted with the conftitution and 
temper of the Englifh nation, that they infifted on an immediate, reftitution 
of Gibraltar as the only means of avoiding a rupture. Againft this extraor- 
dinary demand. Stanhope remonftrated in an audience with the king and 
tjucen of Spain ; he declared, that they infifted upon an impoflibility, lince 
what they required could not be effe< 5 led without confent of parliament; 
whereas there w'as then no jrarliament aflembled, nor could poflibly be af- 
femblcd, before the king’s return to England in the Ipring. “ No,” laid the 
queen, “ l.et then the king your maftcr return prelently into England, and call 
a parliament exjircffily for this purjxjle, it being no more than what wc might 
cxjH'ft from his friendfhip for us; ami I am allurcdly and pofitively informed, 
that the matter once fairly propofed, would not meet with one negative in 
ciiher houfe : let this fliort argument be once made ufe of; either give up 
Gibraltar, or your trade to the Indies and Spain, and the matter, I will an- 
Iwcr for it, won’t admit of a moment’s debate 
fis confe. The confequence of this inlblent and peremptoiy demand l>eing a refufal. 

^uences. Pliilip commenced tlie fiege of Gibraltar, and al- 

ledged as an excufe for the aggreffion, the breach of promife on the liilc of 
George the Firft. When the defertion of the Emperor compelled him to ac- 
cept the preliminaries of peace, he clogged the negotiation by renewing his 
claims on Gibraltar, and furnithed the oppofition in England with matter 
of reproach to the minifter, who juftified himfelf in parliament. The ob- 
jeft of Philip was to bring the difpute before the congrefs of Soiflbns ; that 
of the Englifli plenipotentiaries was to prevent it. The prudent manner 
in w'hich they fucceeded in that defign, docs honour to their diplomatic 
abilities ; and the treaty of Seville was, as I have already obferved, concluded 
without any ftipulation or mention of Gibraltar. 

• Letter from W. Stanhope to lord TownflTend, Auguft 6 , 17*5. Stanhope and Harrington 
Pajters. 
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CHAPTER THE THIRTY-FIFTH: 

1728. 

Dif^racey Ituprifonmenty Efcape, mid Arrival of Rippefda in En^lnnd . — 
Reception and Conferences %vith the Minijiers. — DijfatisfaSlion and Departure, 
—Enters into the Service of the Emperor of Morocco, 


T he arrival of the duke of Ripperda in England, his clandeftinc re- 
ception, and temporary concealment under the protedipn of Townf- 
hend and Walpole, form a rejiiarkablc event in this year. The papers 
committed to my infpeftion, contain lev'eral curious particulars of this ex- 
traordinary man, who negotiated the treaty of Vienna, and who afterwards 
betray 1 the fecret articles to the court of London. 

William, baron and duke of Ripperda, was defeended from a noble family 
in the loidfhip of Groningen, one of the United Provinces; he received 
a learned education, and acquired an intimate knowledge of the French, 
Spanilh, and Latin languages. He ferved as colonel during the wav of the 
Spanilh fuccenion. In the midfl: of his military occupations, he applied 
himl'elf with indefatigable indullry to the ftudy of trade and, manufactures 
ami being no lefs diitinguinied for his infinuating addrcls, was deputed, 
loon after the peace of Utrecht, envoy to Madrid, for the purpole of fettling 
the complicated commercial- diijiutes between Sj)ain and the Dutch republic. 
While he was labouring to adjull that diilicult bulincls, contributed to 
promote the conclution of a commercial treaty between Spain and England, 
for which fcrvice Townlhend commends his good offices in terms of Iiigh ap- 
probation *. 

During his refidence at Madrid, his ardent imagination, confummatc ad- 
drefs, and extreme facility in writing dilpatches and drawing memorials in 
various langu.ages, recommended him to carilinal Alberoni, who employed 
him in affairs of a moft I'ecret and delicate nature. The fervices which he 
performed, and the grateful acknowledgments of tiic minifter, infpired him 
with the moft fanguine expectation of obtaining a fplendid lltuation in a 
country where, lince the acceffion of a foreign king, aliens had been fre- 
quently promoted to tlic higheft offices of government ; and as Alberoni 
alledged as an excufe that he could not be promoted on account of his reli- 
gion, he made a public abjuration, and was admitted into the Romaff’catlio- 
Uc church. He was then appointed fuperintendant of a cloth manufadory. 
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Period IV. recently eftablifhed, by his own fuggeftion, at Guadalaxara, and received the 
1 737 toj73o. grant of a penfion and an eftate. During this period of his life, he was pen- 
S_. I—. -niLj* Emperor, and feems to have received occafional prefents from 

the Englifli court. He was fo unprincipled, that he had even the aflurance 
to call upon the envoy Bubb, afterwards Doddington, for 14,000 piftoles, in 
the name of cardinal Alberoni, which he appropriated to his own ufe *, and 
tliis tranfaclion probably contributed to his removal. Having brought the 
manufactory to a high degree of improvement, and enjoying frequent oppor- 
tunities of converfing with the king and queen, he excited the jealouly ot 
Alberoni, and was removed from the fuperintcndancc. Rippeala, however, 
iliUcmbled his refentment, while he tlill continued in public on terms of 
amity with the prime rninifter, fccretly reprefented to Daubenton and Gri- 
maldo, who were difgufted with Alberoni, many errors and inflances of mal- 
adminiftration, which the confeflbr laid befor'. the king, and perf'uaded him 
to confult Grimaldo, through the channel oL liie poftmader-gcncral. 

In the courfe of the difficult and complicated tranfaftions in which Spain 
was involved with the Emjxrror, France, and England, the opinion of Rip- 
perda was alfo demanded. He accordingly drew up a report, in which he de- 
clared, that the king could never fucceed in his deligns againft the Emperor, 
unlcfs he could obdruft the operations of England. With this view, he re- 
commended that the troops dedined to invade Sicily, fliould be landed, with 
great dores of arms and ammunition, on the coads of Scotland or Ireland, 
to adid in replacing the Pretender on the throne. If that event fliould 
take place, the prince would in gratitude refbore Gibraltar, Minorca, Ja- 
maica, and all the American fettlements wreded from Spain by the Englitb, 
and the Italian provinces would be eafily recovered. This advice, though 
rejeded by the influence of Alberoni, who perfevered in the redudion of 
Sicily, made a deep impreflion on the king’s mind, and gave him a flivour- 
able opinion of Ripperda’s genius and fpirit, which was increafed, when 
the repeated predidlions of Ripperda, that the rafh and ill-concerted mca- 
iiires of Alberoni would fail, were verified by the event. The dilgrace 
of the ctirdinal being the confequence of his ill fuccefs, the fuperinten- 
dancy of the manufadures at Guadalaxara was redored to Ripperda, and 
his induence over the king and queen was promoted by the drong recom- 
mendations which the duchefs of Parma, at the fuggedions of the Imperial 
court, made in his favour, to her daughter the queen of Spain, and by the 
orders given to marquis Scotti, the minider of Parma at Madrid, to ferve as 
» channel of communication between him and the queen. Hence Ripperda 
C'btaincd private audiences of the king and queen of Spain, in which he laid 
* Stanhope’s Difpatchej ; Harrington Papers. 
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down plans for the improvement' of trader and the increafe of the marine ; 
flattered the queen with promoting the aggrandifement of her family, and 
flill moreingratiated himfclf in her favour, by propofing the marriage of'Don 
Carlos with an archduchefs. 

Depending on her protedion, he aimed at the miniftijr of ftatc, of the 
marine and the Indies; i;e had even difpofed the king to remove the mi- 
nifters, when Scotti betrayed the lecret to Daubenton and Grimaldo. Dau- 
benton prevented the immediate appointment of Ripperda, by reprefenting 
the danger and impropriety of entrufting the adminiftration to a new con- 
vert ; and when the death of Daubenton, and the offer of a cardinal’s hat to 
the new confeflbr, father Bermudas, feemed likely to facilitate his elevation, 
his expedat ions w'ere annihilated by the abdication of Philip. During thefliort 
reign of Louis, the queen maintained the fame private correfpondcnce, and 
followed his advice, in fending large fums of money and her jewels to Parma. 

Soon after Philip’s refumption of the crown, when the cabinet of Madrid 
formed a projed of reconciliation with the Emperor, Ripperda was feleded 
as the fittefl perfon to carry that delicate negotiation into execution. He 
w'as accordingly deputed to Vienna, with fecrct inllrudions to make a peace 
with the Emperor, to conclude a marriage between Don Ferdinand and the 
fecund archduchefs, and to fecurc, on the death of the Emperor without 
iffue male, the Italian provinces and the Netherlands to Spain, and the rever- 
flon of Tufeany and Parma to Don Carlos. Before his dc])arture, he de- 
livered in a jtrojed for preparing a fleet of too fhips, an army of 100,000 
infantry, and 30,000 horfe. The expenecs he propoled to difeharge from the 
revenues of the Indies alone, by new modelling the trade to the fettlements, 
and fecuring the profits, which were almoll totally abforbed by the Englifli 
and French nations, and the Spanifli minifters. Fie alfo undertook to fave 
an annual fum of 10,000,000 crowns; and obtained from the king a pro- 
mi fe, that on his return from Vienna, he ftiould be appointed prime mi- 
niflcr to carry his projed into execution. 

Ripperda performed the objed of his million with great addrefs. He de- 
parted from Spain in the latter end of Odober, and arrived at Vienna in 
November, where he refided in the fuburbs, under the fiditious name of the ' 
baron of Pfaffenberg. It does not appear that the EngUfli court had any no- 
rice of his arrival from St. Saphorin, their agent at Vienna, before the 18th 
of February ; when he received intelligence from Petkum, minifler of the 
tluke oi Holitein, that a Dutchman, the defeription of whofe perfon anfwer jd 
to that of Ripperda, held long and fecrct conferences with count Zinzendorf 
by night. This man was foon difeovered to be Ripperda; but all the in- 
forn>ation which St. Saphorin could procure concerning the olijcd ol his 
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Period IV. milfion, amounted to no more than a conjcdure, that a manriage between an 
1 71710 1730. archduchefs and an infant of Spain, was the fubjed of their conferences j. but 
^ whether with the prince of Afturias or Don Carlos, was a matter of which he- 
was wholly ignorant. 

Ripperda was anxious to finilh the objeds of his miflion, that he might 
return to Spain, and obtain thofe honours which awaited him j but with a 
view to render the queen of Spain more tradable, he changed his inflrudions,. 
and propofed that the eldeft archduchefs Ihould be jgiven to her fon, Don 
Carlos, and that Mademoifelle de Beaujolois, who nad been affianced to 
him, Ihould be transferred to the prince of Afturias. The queen itiftantly 
approved and promoted a plan fo congenial to her withes, by which the im- 
perial dignity, and the hereditary dominions of the houfe of Auftria, would 
devolve on her iflue. Having thus fccured the queen of Spain, he gained 
the court of Vienna, by affirming, that if he was placed at the helm of govern- 
ment in Spain, a laving wofuld be made of 50,000,000 crowns, out of which 
five or fix millions tliould be annually remitted to Vienna. He' accordingly 
received a verbal, if not avvnt*^enpromife,from count Zinzendorf, in the name 
of the Emperor, that the eldeft archduchefs thould be affianced to Don Carlos. 

While this bufinefs was in agitation, the diffolution of the marriage between 
the infanta and Louis the Fifteenth, and the refofal of England to accept the 
foie mediation, excited the reftntment of the king and queen of Spain to I'uch 
a degree, that inflant orders were tranfinitted to Vienna, for concluding the 
treaty on any terms. Ripperda found no difficulty from the Emperor. 

Under thefe autpices, Ripperda concluded the treaty of Vienna ; the news 
of which, on reaching Madrid, infpired the king and queen with the moft 
extravagant joy, and the populace, delighted at their deliverance from French 
interference, fhouted, “ Long live the auguft houfe of Auftria Count 
Konigfeck, deputed embafl'ador to Madrid, was received with the moft flat- 
tering marks of eftcem and confideration, and foon acquired fuch an af- 
ccndancy, that he wholly governed the counfels of Spain. 

The ftcrecy with whicli the whole negotiation was conducted, was fo well 
maintained, that the contents of the treaty, which was figned on the 2 1 ft of 
May, were fcarccly fufpefted, until they were hinted at by the Emperor him- 
felf, who could not contain his joy on the occafion, and then divulged by the 
Imperial minifters, with a view to infult and intimidate the cabinet of Eng- 
land, The veil of feprecy being now removed, Ripperda came forth in the 
public charafter of embaflador from Spain, The fplendour of his houfe- ^ 
hold, the liberality of his donations, and the punctuality of his payments, at- 
tracted efteem and fccured poi)ularity. He at the fame time difplayed the 
* Count Starembei^ to the Eini>cror, June 8 , »725. Harrington Papers. 
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natural warmth and prefumptlon of his temper. He poured forth, in public Chapter 35, 
companies, the moft bitter invedtives againft England', and made repeated 172*. 
declarations, that a refufal to give up Gibraltar, or to guaranty the engage- * 

ments recently concerted between the two contrafting powers, would be fol- 
lowed by an immediate attempt to affift the Pretender. 

Ripperda quitted Vienna in the beginning of November. He pafled ' 7 » 5 * 
through Italy, and taking thip at Genoa, ditembarked at Barcclojia. On 
landing there, he gave to the officers of the garrifon, who crowded to pay 
their refpedts, an ample account of the tranfaftions at Vienna, declaring that 
the Emperor had 1 50,000 troops ready to march at an hour’s * warning, and 
that as many more could be brought into the field in fix months. He ljx)ke 
contemptuoufly of France, threatened the Hanoverian' allies, if they Ihould 
prefume to oppofe the clefigns of the Emperor and Philip i declared that 
France Ihould be pillaged, that the king of Pruflia would be cruflied in one 
campaign, and that George the Firft would be deprived of his German terri- 
tories by the Emperor, and of his Britifh dominions by the Pretender. At 
the conclufion of thefe rodomontades, he continued his journey without 
delay, and rode poll to Madrid, where he arrived on the nth of Dccemb'er, 
in the afternoon ; after a fhort interview with hi-, wife, he repaired to the palace 
ivithout changing his clrefs, and went to the antlcliamber. Applying to the 
lord in w'aiting for admiffion, he was informed tliat Grimaldo, the I’ecrelary 
of flate, was with the king and queen of Spain, and that lie could not be im- 
mediately admitted. He expreflecl, in terms of derifion, his impatience and 
fijrprile that Grimaldo continued lb long, and on his coming out tOok no 
notice of him, but defired the lord in waiting to aiiiiourice his own arrival. 

He was inftantly admitted, and received with the higheft marks of kind- 
nefs and fatisfaftion . The conference was long ; and on the follow'ing day he prime mini- 
was nominated minifter and fecretary of ftate, in the room of Grimaldo ; all 
the other minifters, councils, and foreign embafladors were ordered to tranl'- 
aCc bufinels with Jiim ; and without the name of prime minifter, he was 
invefted with the lame uncontrouled authority as had been enjoyed by Albe- 
roni. But he pofleffed more turbulence, felf-fufficicncy, and haughtineft 
than the cardinal, without his addrefs, refources, and incorruptible integrity, 
and the Britifli embafludor, who knew his charaiftor well, oblerved, tha,t with- 
■out the fpirit of prophecy, “ One might forefee ten Aibcroiii’s in this Rij)- 
perda, as Scylla did ten Marius’s in Julius Cail'ar.” 

It foon appeared that Ripjjerda pofleffied neither addrefs or abilities fu/fi- His difgrace. 
cient to carry his gigantic fehemes into execution; and the king, irritated by 
the difappointment of his fanguine hopes, and angry at having been the du])e 
* W. Stanhope to lord Towiidicnd, December 27. f Mcinoires de Monfgon, tome i. p. 207, aoS. 
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of this fuperficial pretender, repeatedly told the queen, that Ripperda was 
a madinan, and muft be removed. 

Swoln with vanity and prcfunijjtion, he feemed, how'cver, to defy all oppo- 
fitlon. “ 1 know,” he faid,“ that the Spanith minifters and nation areirritated 
againll me, but I laugh at their attempts. The queen, to whom I have 
rendered the molt efl'ential fervices, will protect me.” And another time he 
exclaimed at a jiublic levee, that he was fhieldcd by fix friends who would 
defend him againltall intrigues, God, the Bleffed Virgin, the emperor and eni- 
prefs, the king and queen o{ Spain But although Ripperda owed his eleva- 
tion to the union he had formed between the courts of Vienna and Madrid, 
and appears, from this expreflion, to have perfcdlly underftood, that his con- 
tinuance in power could only be fecured by fupporting that fyftcm j yet 
fuch was his caprice or vanity, that loon after his eftablifliment, he began to 
deviate from the line of condud: by w'hich he had attained it. He relaxed in 
his attentions to count Konigfeck, t!ie imperial embaflador, and was fufpeded 
of endeavouring to form an union with thofe of Great Britain and Holland. 
This conduct rendered Konigfeck his enemy ; the 'incapacity of the miniftcr 
became daily more apparent, and his vain-glorious boalling, produced nothing 
but the contempt and derilion of the llatefmen of every nation. 

'Under thefe circumftanccs, Donjofeph and Louis de Patinho, fecured the 
protection of the queen, by the private recommendation of her confeflbr, 
Don Domingo da Guerra, who reprcfctitcd them as perfons highly qualified to 
direct the helm of government, and well inclined to fupport the plans of Rip- 
perda as far as they related to the aggrandilcment of Don Carlos. They alfo 
gained the interefl of count Konigteck by olTcrs of fupplying the imperial 
court with the promifed fublldics. Both the queen and Konigfeck now fuf- 
fered the king’s refentment againfl Rijrperda to break out ; they no longer 
counteracted the cabals of the Spanilh minifters, nor concealed the clamours 
of the nation againfl an upftart, a convert, and a foreigner. 

Ripperda at length perceiving that he was detefled by the people, thwarted 
by the Spanifli miniflers, oppoled by Konigfeck, defyifed by the king, and 
declining in the favour of the queen, paid great court to the Britifh and Dutch 
embaffadors, and made the mofl humble profeffions of rcfpeCl and duty to 
the king of England. In the midft of thefe continued apprehenfions and 
alarms, he was difmifled from the fuperintendance of the finances, under 
the pretence of delivering him from part of the burthen of government. 
Forcfccing that this would be fpeedily followed by the lofs of all his em- 
ployments, he requefted the king’s pcrmifllon to retire from his fervice ; but 
this demand was not complied with, and he continued to tranfaCt bufinefs 


* Memoires de Montgon, tome i. p. 210. 
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till the 14th of May, when he received « letter from the marquis de la Paz, Chapter jj 
that the king accepted his refignation, and conferred on him a penlion of >728. 
3,000 piftoles. The general fatisfaAion which 'this event dilfufed, and the 
tumultuous acclamations of the populace, who alTembled in large bodies 
before his houfe, ‘filled him with apprehenfions of being mafliicred ; and 
after writing a fubmiffive letter to the king, he took refuge in the hotel of 
the Britifh embafl'ador, who was with the court at Aranjuez. 

On his return to Madrid, the eveningof the r5th, Stanhope had a difficult part 
to afl. It was of the greateft importance to obtain from Ripperda a commu- 
nication of the fccrcts of the Spanifh cabinet, and jrarticularly an account of 
the negotiations which had recently taken place, and were then tranfafting be- 
tween the courts of Vienna and Madrid, and yet be caref ul not to oflend 
the king of S[)a:n, by ajtpearing to countenance a dii'earded minifler, in op- 
pofition to the will’ of the fovereign in whole court he refided. The cau- 
tion and prudence with which he concluded hiinfelfon this delicate occafion, 
rcficCis Innuiur on his judgment, and contributed greatly to his future ele- 
vation. H.- contrived to give protedion totheex-miniflcr, and to detain liim 
in his h.cule, until he liad extorted from him all the fccrcts which he was 
willing or abic so communicate. 

Rij'perda now betrayed to him the fecret articles of the treaty of Vienna, 
and probably exaggerated thedefigns of tlie Emperor and the king of Spain, 
witli a view to ingratiate hinifolf with the king of England, and to exaf- 
perate the nation againll thofe two monarchs who had occalioned his difgrace. 

He, who in the licight of his jsovver was (b gidd)- and [srefumptuous, was now 
become fo abject, that in making his difclofiire, his vvh.olc frame Ihook witli 
agitation, he appeared to be in the great edl agonies, and wep-t like a cliild. 

For tiie purytofe of conveying tlie intelligence communicated by Ripperda, 
which was of too much importance to be lent by tlic poft, or even to 
be innulted in a difpatcli by a common courier, Keene, th.cu confiil gene- 
ral, aftciw'crds embaflador in Syain, was difiiatchcd to England. Ait'rr com- 
municating in perfon, the. fcorct with which he was intaillcd to the duke of 
Ncwcallle and the other minillers offtate, he drew up, by order of the king, 
a letter to the duke of Newcaftle, containing the lubllance of Ripysercla’s 
convcifation, w'hich is inferted in the correrpondence *. 

After a negotiation of a few days, which palled between the Sp.ini(ii court rtri nYoiu I 
and the Britifh embalfador, Ripperda was taken by ftircc from his houie, ‘'j y'-' < 
and transferred to the caftic of Segovia, from whence he made his clcajje, 
after a confinement of fifteen montjis. 

♦ See Period IV, Article Ripj erda, 
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V 11 I I I ' I 
His dcaj^e.. 


Arrives In 
England. 


The governor of the caiU^ and big wife, being both infirm, coiild not pay 
confiant attention to their prifoners, and the fervant maid *, being feduced 
by the duke, contrived his efcape, and efie£ted it with the afiiftance of a 
corporal, who was one of the guards j while his faithful valet, with unex- 
ampled attachment, remained in his apartment, and for fome time prevented 
intrufion, by declaring that his mafter was indifpofed -f-. The duke had juft re- 
covered from a feverc fit of tlic gout, and not without the greateft difficulty 
defeended the ladder of ropes which was let down from the window of his 
apartment, and repaired to the place where a mule and a guide waited for 
him. Unable to continue riding he gave his mule to the guide, and hired a 
carriage, but proceeded fo flowly that he employed five days in travelling 
to a fmall village on the frontiers of Portugal, where he remained until he 
was joined by his two confidants. With them he arriv'ed at Miranda de 
Duero, the firft town in Portugal, and from thence continued to Oporto, 
where he embarked for England, on board the Charity, under the name of 
Don Manuel de Mendofa 

The veflel was forced by contrary winds into Corke, and in the beginning 
of Oflober, he landed at Comb-martin, iii Devonfliire, with the young wo- 
man, the corporal, and a fervant, and pafled a few days at Exeter. Townf- 
hend and Walpole, apprifed of his arrival and departure from Exeter, dif- 
patched Corbicre, under fecretary of ftate, to meet him on the weftern road, 
who conveyed him in a coach and four to Eton, where he was lodged incog- 
nito, in an apartment belonging to Dr. Bland, dean of Durham, and head 
mafter of tlie fchool. There he was met by Townfhend, who received him 
with the greateft marks of attention, with a view to obtain from him fuller 
and more accurate information concerning the fecret articles of the treaty of 
Vienna. After a rcfidence of a few days at Eton, he departed with the fame 
fecrccy to I^ondon, where he arrived on the 13th. After continuing for 
fome time incognito, he took a large houfe in Soho fquare, and a villa, and 
lived in-* magnificent ftyle. During his refidente in England, he maintained 
an occafional correfpondence with Walpole, and having made a rapid pro- 
ficiency in the Englilh language, conceived the chimerical hope of filling 
fome high department in adminiftration. While the differences with Spain 
were under dilculfion, and a poffibility of a rupture with that country con- 
tinued, the minifters kept up an amicable intcrcourfe with Ripperda, which 
probably fed his delufion, and inflamed his ambition. But when the con- 


• Campbell, In his Memoirs of the Duke 
of Ripperda,* converted the fervant maid 
into the dau^^bter of a CaOilian nobleman, 
and the antiquated wife of the governor, into 
a fprightly and beautiful young woman. 


f Sec letter from Keene to the duke of New- 
caftlc, giving an account of Ripperda's efcape, 
—Correfpondence, Article Ripperda. 
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clufion of the treaty of Seville, contrary to his views and remonftrances, ren- 
dei-ed his information no longer ufeful, lie felt the pain of difappointed felf- 
importance, and in the year 1731, withdrew in difguft to Holland. 

Animated by a.fpirit of vengeance againfl: Spain, which he found he could 
not fatisfy among the powers of Europe, he embarked for Barbar}', at the in- 
ftigation of the embaflador from Morocco, entered into the fervice of the 
emperor Muley Abdallah, embraced the Mahometan religion, was created a 
bafliaw, obtained the command of the anny and the office of prime minifter ; 
and gained the entire confidence of the emperor. After fcveral fuccefles over 
the Spaniards, and defeating a competitor for the throne of Morocco, in which 
he gave figns of great courage and Ikill, he was worited near Ceuta, and pre- 
ferved his life, by refigning his command. He deferted Muley Abdallah, 
when dethroned by Muley Ali, and finally retired to Tetuan, where he lived 
under the protedion of the bafhaw, and died in 1 73 7, at a very advanced age *. 

Cawthorn, in his |X)em on the Vanity qf Human Enjoyments, has well de- 
lineated the capricious and motley charadter of Ripperda. 

O paufe, left virtue every guard refign. 

And the fad fixte of Ripperda be thine. 

This glorious wretch indulged at once to move 
A nation’s wonder and a monarch’s love 
Bleft with each charm politer courts admire, 

The grace to foften, and the foul to fire, 

Forl'ook his native bogs with jiroud dilchiin, 

And, though a Dutchman, role the pride of Spain. 

This hour the pageant waves the Imperial rod, 

All Philip’s empire trembling at Ins nod; 

The next difgrac’d, he flies to Britain’s ifle. 

And courts the funlhinc of a Walpole’s fmile. 

Unheard, defpis’d, to fouthorn climes he fleers. 

Anti fliincs again at Salle and Algiers ; 

Bids pale Morocco all his fchemes adore. 

And pours her thunder on tli’ Helperian flrore ; 

All nature’s ties, all virtue’s creeds belied, 

Each church abandon’d, and each God denied ; 

Without a friend his fcpulchre to fliield. 

His carcafe from the vultures of the field, 

He dies, of all ambition’s fons the worft, 

By Afric hated, and by Europe eurft. 


Chapter 3$. 
1728. 
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* This account of Ripperda is principally from “ An Account of Rippcrd.i,” hy two Si- 
drawn from the difp.itchc5 of St Sr.phorin at cilian abbots, in the Walpole i'apcr.-, 
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CHAPTER THE THIRTY-SIXTH: 
173c. 


Sanguine Hopes of Oppofiiou that Walpole would be removed. — Their Efforts in 
Parliament. — Debates on the Imperial Loan — on the Penfion Bill — on Dun- 
kirk — and the Renewal of the Eajl India Company's Charter.— -Arrangement 
of the Miniftry on the Refignation of Lord Towtif tend. — Char abler s of the 
Duke of Newcafle and Lord Harrington. ■ 


Con'ition of 
the Tories 
aiul difeon- 
rented 
Whigs. 


Condufl of 
Bolingbroke. 


A LTPIOUGH the Tories had hitherto joined the difeontented Whigs 
in their attacks againft the minifter, yet their coalition had never 
been hearty and fincere. They formed a feparate body ; and as they did not 
amount to lefs than one liundred and ten members, they confidcred them- 
felvcs, both from their fuperior numbers and weight as country gentieroen, 
entitled rather to give than receive an impulfe from the other parts of the 
minority. Tliey did not therefore chufe to pay that regular attendance in 
parliament, which a conilant and uniform warfare recjuircd from all thole who, 
however differing in many points, were united in that of diftrefllng the mi- 
niftcr. But in the fcfTion which opened in 1 730, a regular and fyllematic plan 
was formed by Bolingbroke, and carried into execution by means ot his addrefs 
and adliv'ity. His connexion with Pulteney, as the joint manager of the 
Craftfman, gave him an influence over the Whigs ; and his intimacy with 
Sir William Wyndham, fecured to him the acquiefcence of the Tories. He 
had perfuaded lire whole body, that notwithftanding the fignature of the 
convention at Pardo, a peace with Spain Hill met with infupcrable difliculties. 
That Philip had not relinc]uifl)eckhis demand of Gibraltar; that the Spahifli 
depredations woukl fliil continue to be committed w'ith impuntlty ; that 
the Brilifli commcrco with Spain would cither be fufpended or annihilated. 
Mea'incs were tlicrcfore concerted to call the minifters to account for their 
iUj)inencfs and pufillanimity. The clamours thus excited, extremely popular 
in a nation jealous of its honour, and anxious to fecure its commercial advan- 
tages, occidioiivcl great difeontents, as well amongft the friends as the enemies 
of tire rniniilcr. 

Although the conclufion of the treaty of Seville, which was highly fa- 
vourable to the commercial intcrclls of England, and honourable to her na- 
tional 
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tioiial gl^iy, difconceisted oppofition, and ovcrfet the fcheracs of Bollngbroke 
in this particular, yet he was too able not to form another plan of attack. 
Having made a coalition between the difcordant parties in the minority, and 
appointed a general muder in parliament, he ilill continued to animate the 
mafs with frefli fpirit. His labours were now turned to fow dilcord among 
tlie Hanoverian allies, to avail himfelf of a growing mifunderftanding which 
had recently appeared between England and France, to encourage the Empe- 
ror to perftft. in his refpfal to admit Spanifli garrifons into Parriia and Tuf- 
cany, and thus to counteraifl the execution of the treaty of Seville. Under 
his aufpices, and by his diredion, tlie oppofition brought forwards many 
queftions calculated to harrafs government, and to render themlelves po- 
pular. The expedations formed by the difalfcded were highly languinej 
and a notion prevailed both at home and abroad *, that the fall of the rai- 
nifter was unavoidable. Their hopes of fuccefs were founded on the dif- 
union in the cabinet; on the fuppofed.averfion of the king to Walpole, 
aiul on the difguft of the Whigs who adhered to Townlhcnd. 

The firft trial of their ftrength was made on the queftion concerning the 
Imperial loan. The Emperor, by the treaty of Seville, having been de- 
prived of liberal remittances from Spain, attempted to borrow ^.400,000 
in London. A bill was accordingly prefented to the commons for prev'cnf- 
ing loans to foreign powers, without licence from the king under his privy 
feal. Had the miniltry permitted the loan, they would have been abund- 
antly and defervedly reproached ; Advocates, however, againll the prohibition 
w'crc not wanting. The hardfliips of all reffraints, the dilhdvantage to us, 
and the advantage to the Dutcli, were Ipecious pretences. Walpole took 
an adive lhare in combating the arguments of oppofition, and the queflion. 
was carried -j-. A fufficient juflification of the meafure was, that the W'ant of 
money compelled the court of Vienna to fubmit to terms of accommodation. 

d'hc moft popular and plaufible mealure propofed by oppofition was, 
tlie p^enfion bill, which w^as now firll introduced, and wliich from this 
period, became a never-failing topic of antiminiflcrial attack and of nii- 
niflerial defence. Sandys moved for leave to bring in a bill to difable all 
perfbns from fitting in parliament, who had any penfion, or any offices 
held in trull for them from the crown, dircftly or indircdtly ; and for 
the purpofe of enforcing this exclufion, he propofed that every member, 
on taking his feat, Ihoiild fvvear that he had not any penfion, diredly 

* Secret intelligence from Paris. Walpole Papers. i Journals. 
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Period IV. or intlircftly, did not enjoy any gratuity or reward,' or hold any office 
172710,1730. ^)r place of truft 5 and that after having accepted the fame, he would 
'7' fignify. it to the houfe within fourteen days. Walpole, who knew the un- 

popularity of the arguments which could be urged againft the bill, and ap- 
preciated the effed of thofe which would be brought in its favour, declined 
taking any adrve part againft it, notwithftanding the exprefs injundions of 
the king *, who called it a villanous bill, and the difgufl of Townflicnd, 
who was unwilling that the odium of its rejedioa fliould be caft upon the 
houfe of lords. He does not feem to have fjroken in the debate, or to have 
exerted his ufual influence ; for while mofl: of the cvivitions fupported or op- 
poled by governmerit, were pafTed or thrown out by a majority of more than 
two to one, the bill was carried by 144 againft 134-f'. It was nega- 
tived by the houfe of lords after a long debate j;, and a protefl entered by 
twenty-fix peers. A fimilar fate attended it the next feffion •, and during 
his whole adminiltration. Sir Robert Walpole never made any ftrong 
oppofition to it, but left it to he rejeded by the upper houfe. It 
w'as now the generally received opinion, and not without foundation, 
that the minifter fuftered the penfion bill to pafs the houfe of com- 
March 3, mons, becaufc he knew that It would be throwm out by the peers. Sandys 

1730-1. therefore, in the fubfoquent Seflion, brought forward a motion for appoint- 

ing a committee, to inquire whether any members had, dircdly or indiredly, 
any penfions, or any offices front the crown held in trull for them, in part, 
or in the whole. Walpole ventured to oppofc it ; he called it a mo- 
tion for eroding the houfe into a court of inquifition, and urged, that it 
juftified the treatment which the bill had met with in the upper houfe. He 
declared that the ad, if paffed, could nof anfwer the end for which it was 
propofed, unlefs the houfe fhould affume to itfelf a power unknown to the 
conftitution, namely, a power of compelling every member that w-as fuf- 
peded, to accufe himfelf, not of any thing criminal, for it could not be 
criminal to take either place or penfion from the crown, and in confequcnce 
of that conftrudion, to difpoflefs half the counties and boroughs in England 
of their reprefentatives. The arguments and influence of the minifter pre- 
vailed, and the bill was thrown out, by 206 againft i43§. Yet fuch was the 
unpopularity of the rejedion, that many members, fufpeded of having pen- 
fipns or places held in truft, voted for it, left their oppofition might difoblige 
their conftituents. 

• Note from the king to lord Towfliend, Correfpondence. 
f Journals. TindaL J Lord’s Debates, Tindal, § Journals, 
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Tiie {ll])ulation to dcftroy tlie harbour of Dunkirk, made at the peace of 
Utrecht, and renewed in the treaty with France of 1717, had never been 
fiilly complied with. The French cabinet, always anxious to retain the 
life of a harbour, which, in cafe of a war with Great Britain, was Htuated 
fo advantageoufly for the annoyance of our trade, continued clandeftinely to 
]')revcnt the demolition of the works. Frequent remonftrances w'cre made 
by the. Englith government, and promifes extorted from the French cabinet, 
that the treaty Ihould be carried into effcdl: but the inhabitants, either 
by the fuggelllon or connivance of the French government, kept the har- 
bour and works in a flatc of repair. 

This was a fubjed which gave great uncafinefs to the minifter, and on 
wlitcJi he frequently expatiated in his letters to his brother, and even re- 
proached him for negleding to enforce tiie demolition. It was a point, how- 
ever, of fo much delicacy, that cardinal Fleury, though he conftantly avowed 
bis readinefs to accede to the demands of the Britilh minifter, yet always 
eluded them, probably not daring to irritate the people of France by the 
enforcement of fo difagreeable a command . The delays on this fubject 
afforded to oppofition a ground for infmuating that the miniftry were, in con- 
nivance with the court of France, to ftindion the repairs of that harbour. 
Bolingbrokc was well aware that nothing would more exafperate the public 
mind, than the perfuafion that the French were employed in the reparation 
of that harbour } and if that fad could be proved, that the fufpicion of 
"conniving at it would fall upon the miniftry : he was no lefs convinced, that 
it. would weaken the credit of the minifter abrootl, if lie could prove that 
France did not fulfil its engagements, and that a mifundcrftaiuiing had arifen 
between the two kingdoms. To obtain evidence in fupport of (liefc points, 
he fent his fccretary, Brinfden, to infped the ftate of the works at Dun- 
kirk. 

On the imperfed and exaggerated report of this agent, was founded a 
motion for an addrefs, that “ the king fhould dired that all orders, in- 
ftrudions, report.s, and proceedings, had in regard to the port and harbour 
of Dunkirk, fince its tlcrnolition, be laitl before the lioufc.” The king 
having agreed to this addrefs, the neceflhry documents were produced, 
which being read, and w’itnefles examined. Sir William Wyndham moved, 
that in what had been done relating to the linrbour of Dunkirk, there was 
a rnanifefk violation of (he treaties between the two crowns. But before he 
was feconded, the other fide made a motion for an addrefs of thanks to the 
king, “ for his attention to the intcrefts of the nation, in caufing a projicr 
application to be made to the court of Fnmcc, not only for putting a flop 
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1717101730. the inhabitants of Dunkirk, for repairing the port and channel there; and 
to exprefs their fatisfaftion in the good efiecls which his majefty’s inftances 
Jiad had, by obtaining exprefs orders from the moft Chriftian king, for cauf- 
ing to be deftroyed all the works that might have been creded at Dunkirk, 
contrary to the treaties of Utrecht and the Hague; and their reliance 
upon their being pundually executed ; and further to declare their fatis- 
faftion in the firm union and mutual fidelity, which fo hap])i]y fubfifted. 
and were fo flriiftly preferved betwe<?n tlie two nations *.’* . 

This unexpeded motion, which prevented the difeuffion of that propofed’ 
by Sir William Wyndham, occafioned a long and w'anu debate, in which 
Walpole feems to have particularly diflinguifhed himfelf. The great objed 
of oppolition was to draw over the Whigs, who ufually fupported govern- 
ment, and had lately wavered, under the jilaufible notion that the condud 
of the minifter had been in this inftance contradidory to the principles and 
interells of their party. The objed of the minifter was to prove to the 
Whigs, that their principles and interefts were no ways affeded by this con- 
troverfy, and that it was fimply a Tory cjueftion. With great art he in- 
troduced a pcrfonal application, and made a moft vigorous attack on Bo- 
lingbroke, who was particularly obnoxious to the Whigs, at whofe infti- 
gation he infinuated this inquir)' h'.as made, and whofe charader and fpirit 
of oppolition he drew in the moft unfavourable colours. Sir William 
Wyndh.am, provoked by the Philippic againft his friend, defended him with 
uncommon energy, and drew a comparifon between him and Walpole, in 
which he attempted to fliew that Bolingbroke was by no means inferior in 
honefty and integrity to the minifter. This comparifon called up Henry 
Pelham, who ably feconded the attack againft Bolingbroke, and excited 
fuch a general indignation among the Whigs, that the addrcfs was carried 
by 274 againft 149 -b- The lofsof this queflion by fo large a majority, which 
the oppolition expeded to have carried triumphantly, increafed the popu- 
larity of the minifter, and his credit abroad ; and Horace Walpole, who took 
a conliderable lliarc in the debate, obferves in a letter to Poyntz, this was 
the greateft day, both with refped to the thing itfelf, and the confequences, 
that had ever occurred within his memory, for the king and miniftry, and 
rouft prove a thunder-bolt to tlreir adverfaries in England, as well as abroad, 
as it contradided the alTertions of oppofition, that the king and the Whigs 
were diffatisfied with his brother’s adminiftration 

• Tindal, vol. 20. p. 71. Stephen Poyntz. March zdi 1730. Corre- 

f See Journals. Ipondence. 
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Another object of great national intereft, brought forward by oppofi- 
tion, w'as to prevent the renewal of the charter of the Eatl India company, 
which was near its expiration, and to form another incorporated focicty 
W'itholit the exclufivc' privileges, which flioukl grant licences, upon certain 
conditions, to all perfons inclmed to trade to the Eaft Indies. The leading 
men in the minority, forcfecing that the company would apply to the legilla- 
ture for the renewal of their charter, had fecretly prevailed on many refjiec- 
table merchants in the city to engage in the fchemc. It had a popular ten- 
dency, from the general averllon which is always entertained agiinfl mono- 
polies and exclufive privileges, by thofe who derive no immediate Hiarc from 
the emoluments ; and was tlill farther recommended by the plaufible pre- 
tence of eafing the public burthens, by obtaining a large fum of money from 
the new incorjiorated focioty. 

Having obtained information of their vicivs, the minifler laboured to 
ebunterad them. He was convinced that the trade could only be carried 
on by an exclufivc company. Thd perfons who were to form the new fo- 
cietv, were wholly unaccpiainted with the fecrets of the bufinefs, and unlefs 
the company could be induced to comntlinicatc information, and to part 
with its torts and fcttlements in the country, the trade might be reduced ot 
annihilated. Having concerted his plan v.'ith a few of the diredlors, in whom 
he placed implicit confidence, and aware ihat the chief hopes of fuccefs con- 
ceived by oppolition, were founded on the popular ground of obtaining 
liims of money for tlic ufe of the pul:)lic, he anticipated their views, by in- 
finuating to the houfe, that a part of his ways and means would be derived 
from (he F.aft India company. Tin’s unex])edcd turn furprifed the mino- 
rity, and wholly difconccrted their ]ilan before it was brought to maturity. 
They had however proceeded fo far in opening private fubferiptions, and 
making engagements, that they could not recede*. A petition was therefore 
prefented to the houfe by feveral merchants, traders, and others , offering to 
advance I,. 3,200,000 at five payments, before the 25th of May 1733, at 
an interefl of 5 per cent, to redeem the fund and trade of the Eafl India 
coinjrany, provided the lenders miight be incorporated and vefted with their 
whole trade, yet fo as not to trade with their joint flock, or in a corporate 
capacity, but the trade be open to all his majcfly’s fubjedls, upon licence 
from fucli propofed new company, defiring the fame, on proper terms and 
conditions; and provided the trade be excrcifcd to and from the port of. 
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Pcriotl IV. London only j and be fubjcdt to redemption at any time upon three years 

^ thirty-one years, and repayment of the principal. 

After a long debate, the petition was rejeded by a inajority of *23 againft 
138* , 

The oppofition, however, were not intimidated by the rejeftion of this 
propofal. They had been takcir unawares, and compelled, by the addrefs of 
the miniftcr, to bring it forward before it had been fully digefted. They 
refolvcd therefore to introduce the bufinefs again, and employed the in- 
tervening time in publiOiing anonymous letters, effays in periodical papers, 
and pamphlets, againft exclufivc conipanics in general, and particularly 
againft the Eaft India company. Ail the arguments -b which had ever been 
advanced againft monopolies in this and other mercantile companies, were 
retailed on this occafion, and all the benefits which were fuppofed to rcfult 
from a free trade, were magnified with great art and fubtilty. The mi- 
nifters and the' Eaft India company were not on their part filent j they like- 
wife defended, with no Icfs fltill, the advantages of an united company, 
vefted with exclufivc privileges, and bound by peculiar regulations, under 
the controul of the legiilature. .The petition was again prefented to the 
houfe of commons, on the 9th of April, and rejeded without a divifion. 
Whilc it was dci)ending, the miniftcr brought in his bill, whiclx prolonged 
the charter to 1 766, on the condition of paying £. 200,000 tow'ards the fup- 
ply of the year, and of retlucing the intereft of tlic money advanced to the 
public, from C- * 60,000 to 1 20,000, or one per cent, by which bargain, 
the nation was benefited to the amount of at Icaft a million. 

An adl which pafled this feflions, though trifling in itfclf, yet mull not bo 
omitted, as it formed part of thofe commercial regulations which the ml- 
Rlce a.a. nifter was endeavouring gradually to introduce, by taking off fevcral re- 
ftraints that fliackled foreign commerce. It feems to have been the firft de- 
viation from a general principle which had been eftabliftied by the European 
nations who-had dominions in America, to maintain an exclufivc intercourft* 
between the mother country and the colonies. The narrow fpirit of this 
impolitic reftridion, from w'hich incredible advantages were fuppofed to 
refult, but which in reality was produdive of great inconveniencies, did 
not cfcape the notice of tlie miniftcr ; aixl he foffered an exception to be 

♦ Journals. who has treated the quedion with great jiidg'- 

f The reader will find the arguments, pro ment. Vol. 3. p. I56~i62# 
nftd con, in Anderfon's Hiftory of Commerce, 
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made of rice, as a periniable commodity. An aft accordin^y was pafled, 
for granting liberty to carr}f rice from Carolina direftly to any part of 
Europe, fouth of Cape Finiftcrre, in Britifh bottoms, navigated by Britifli 
I'ailors *. In confoquence of this beneficial aft, the plantations of rice were 
confiderably increafed in the province of Carolina : I'he good eflefts of 
this regulation induced the minifter afterwards to extend the privilege to 
the colony of Georgia. And it is the obfervation of an eminent commer- 
cial writer, “ that the confequence of both thefe well-judged laws has been, 
that the- rice of the American plantations has been preferred to the rice of 
“ Verona and Egypt, which had before a general fale-}-.” 

The oppofition moved iii the courfe of the leffion for vaiious papers, re- 
lating to foreign aflairs. Of thole they obtained, little ulb leenis to have 
been made, except to furnilh matter to the writers of pamphlets and etfays 
in periodical papers. Thefe publications now aflumed fuch an air of vio- 
lence and audacity, as feems to have alarmed the minifter, perha[)s too 
much, for it induced him to make it one of the topics of animadverfion in 
the Ipeech from the throne which terminated the leffion. 

The fame day on which the houfe was prorogued, Towmfliend refigned. 
Lord Harrington was appointed fecretary of ftate, Henry Pelham fecretary 
at war, and the privy feal was given to the carl of Wilmington, on w'hofe 
afliftance oppofition had relied’ with the moll perfeft. fecurity. In a few 
months after, he was created lord prcfident of the council, wliich high oflice 
he held till the removal of Sir Robert Walpole. 

The charge of foreign afiliirs now oftenfibly devolved on the duke of New- 
caftlc and lord Harrington, whole charafters form a remarkable contrail, 
though they afted together with the utmoft cordiality. 

Thomas Pelham Holies, duke of Ncwcaftle, was fon of Thomas lord 
I’clham, by Grace, fiftcr of John Holies, duke of Ncwcaftle. He was born 
in Auguft 1693-4, and on the death of his hither, in 1712, fucceeded to 
the barony of Pelham : he inherited a large part of the great eftate of his 
uncle, who had no iffue male, and .took the name of Holies. Being of a 
great Whig family, he ftrenuoully promoted the fuccefllon of tlie line of 
Bmnfwick. Soon after the acceflion of George the Firft, he was created 
earl of Clare, and in 1715, duke of Ncwcaftle. He fupported the admini- 
ftration of his brother-in-law lord^Townftiend j but on the fchifm of the 

♦ Tindal, vol. 20. p. 76. hend was Elizabeth, daiiglitcr of lord Pelham 

f AndcrfoiPs Origin of Commerce, vol, 3. by his firft wife, Elizabeth, daughter and iicir 
p. 164 of Sir William Joec 5 , attorney general ‘ ' 

X The firft wife of Charles vifeount Townf- Charles the Second. 

Whig 


Chapter 36* 
1730. 


Clofc of the 
feliion. 


May rjtlu 

Change of 
the miniftry. 


Charafler of 
the duke of 
Ncwcaftle. 



3^8 MEMOIRS OF 

, EcriodIV. Whig acJminiftratioii in 17x7, he attached himfelf to Sunderland, by whofe 
172710 1 730. influence he was appointed lord chamberlain of the houfliold, and invefted 
"'ith the order of the garter. On the coalition which took place in 1720, be- 
tween Sunderland and Townfliend, he joined his former friend. During the 
Itruggle in the cabinet between Townlhend and Walpole on one fide, and 
Carteret and Cadogan on the other, he uniformly attached himfelf to the 
brother miuiflers. His devotion to their caufe was fo w'arm, and his conle- 
quence as one of the great Wliig leaders fo highly appreciated, that he W'as 
fotely admitted into the moll: intimate confidence, and entrufted with the 
mofl lecrct tranfadions. In their private correfpondence, they invariably Ilyle 
him their good friend : Tow'nfhcnd repeatedly defires Walpole to give in- 
formation to the duke. In one jdace he exprefsiy fays, “ When I defire- 
you to communicate this to no one, I always except the duke of New- 
caftle j” and Walpole no Icfs frequently aflurcs his corretpondent, that he 
has no referve for their common friend. When it became necefl'ary to re- 
move Carteret from the office of fecrctary of ftate, Newcaftlc was feledled as 
the fitteft perfon to fill that flation, which in conlequence of the alliance 
with France, was a poll of the higheft delicacy and importance. 

Newcallle was thirty years of age when he was raiicd to this office, and as 
he fucceeded Carteret, whofe knowledge of foreign affairs, and talents for 
bufinefs were duly appreciated, his appointment to fo important a tmfl 
was contemptuoufly fpoken of, and the new fccretary w'as confidcred as not 
capable of fully dilcharging the duties of his office. Ilis outw.ard appear- 
ance and manners, feemed to jullify this obfervation. He was trifling ami 
embarrafled in convcrlation, always eager and in a hurry to tranfacc bulinefs, 
yet without due method. He was unbounded in flattery to thole above him, 
or whofe intereft he was defirous to conciliate, and highly gratified with the 
groffeft adulation to himfelf. The facility with which he made and broke 
'his promifes, became almoll proverbial. He was not fulTiciently confidcrate 
to his fecretaries and lubordinate clerks, exa( 5 ling from them a large facrifice 
of time and labour ; and to his immediate dependants he was fretful and ca- 
pricious. 

With thele unfavourable appearances, he gave few fymptoms of thi 
talents whiclr he undoubtedly pofleffed. In faft, he had much better abi- 
lities than are ufually attributed to him. He had a quick comprehenfion ; 
he was an ufeful and frequent debater in the houfe of peers 3 liad an anfwer 
ready on all occafions, and fpoke with great animation, though with little 
arrangement, and without grace or dignity. He wrote with uncommon 

facility. 
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facility, and- with fuch fluency of words, that no one ever ufed a greater 
variety of expreflidns j and it is a remarkable circumflance, that in his moft 
confidential letters, written with fuch expedition as to be almoil illegible, 
there is fcarcely a Angle erafure or alteration. 

His temper was peevifh and fretful, and he was always jealous of thofe 
with whom he aded. Of this jcaloufy, ’lownlhend occafionally complained 
in his private correfpondence with Horace Walpole, and in one inftance, he 
particularly obferves, “ This was my view in fending a projet mitoyen, but 
my dear friend the duke looks upon the thoughts of any body elfe as re- 
fledions upon his own ; and inftead of confidering the ufe that may be made 
of what is fuggefted by another, looks upon it as a perfonal thing, and 
runs out into a long juftification of his own performances, which nobody 
finds fault with Sir Robert Walpole allb repeatedly infinuated to 
his correj{)ondents, not to omit writing confidentially to Newcaflle, 
and exhorted them rather to negled him than the duke, who would be 
grievoully offended by the fnialleft omiflion. This jealoufy, fuppreffed in 
fome meafure during his fubordinate fituation under lord Townlfiend, and 
for fome time after his refignation, increafed as he advanced' in years, was 
highly troublcfome to the minifter of the houfe of commons, and created 
fo much difgufl:, as to occafion frequent altercations. 

George the Second had conceived a very early and violent antipathy to the 
duke of Newcaftle, w'hich was augmented by the difcordaticy of their tem- 
pers and habits, particularly by his deficiency in method and cxadlnels, 
which the king confidered as cflential char.i<51oriliics of a minifler. The repre- 
fentations of Walpole, on the neceOhy of concili.uing a man fo powerful 
from family and party connections, had induced the king to moderate or 
conceal his repugnance; but his difllke broke out occafionally into bitter 
expreffions of^ contempt and averfion. In one of thefe dilcomentcd moods, 
he faid to a confidential jx’rfon, “ You fee that 1 am compelled to take thc^ 
duke of Newcaftle to be my miniltcr, wlio is not tit to be ciiambeiiain in 
the fmalleft court of Germany.” 

With thefe habits, and this dirpofition, ahd under tlie neceflity of ftrug- 
gling againft the deep-rooted averfion of George the Second, it is a matter of 
i'urprifc that he fo long retained his power ; for if we reckon from his firff. pro- 
motion to the poll of lord chamberlain, to his refignation at tlie commence- 
ment of the reign of George the Third, he continued to fill a high fituation at 
court for a period of fix and forty years. This long continuance in ofliee 
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was owing to his Situation as the chief leader of the Whigs, to his princely 
fortune .and profufion of expence, to the high integrity and difintereftednefs 
of his charafter, and to the uniform fupport which he gave to the houfe of 
Brunfwiclc. 

As a fubordinate minifter, afting under fuperior influence, his zeal and 
adivity were highly ufcful ; and his want of order and warmth of temper, 
were countcraAed and modified by the method and prudence ot Walpole, 
But when he was placed at the head of affairs, he became diftraded * with 
the multiplicity of bufinefs, yet unwilling to divide it with others. Weak- 
nefs of counfels, fluduation of opinion, and deficiency of Ipirit, marked his ad- 
miniftration during an inglorious j)eriod of fixteen years j from which Eng- 
land did not recover, until the mediocrity of his minifterial talents, and the 
indecifion of his charadcr, were controuled by the afcendcncy of l^itt. 

His colleague in ofiice, Willi.ara Stanhope, (defeended Irom Sir John Stan- 
hope, brother of Philip the firll earl of Chefterficld) was third (bn of John 
Stanhope of Elvafton, in Derbyfhirc, and after receiving a learned educa- 
tion, he entered into the profeflioii of arms; ferved in Spain under his kinf- 
man James, afterwards carl Stanhope, and after fevcral jiromotions, obtained, 
in 1715, a regiment of horfe. He was chofen in the lirft parliament of the 
reign of George the Firll:, for the town of Derby ; and in 1717, appointed 
envoy extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the king of Spain. On the rup- 
ture which broke out between Spain and England in 1718, he was named 
envoy and plenipotentiary to the court of Turin. In May 17 21 he ferved as 
a volunteer in the French army commanded by marlhal Berwick, which laid 
fiege to Fontarabia. During this war, he concerted a plan for the dellrudioa 
of three Spanilh Ihips of the line, and a great quantity of naval llores, in the 
port of St. Andero, in the Bay of Bilcay ; an Englifli fquadron cff'ebfed ihat 
enterprize ; he himfelf contributed to the execution, by accompanying a 
detachment of troops, which Berwick fent at his felicitation, and was the 
firll that leaped into the water when the boats approached the Ihore -f. ' 

On the peace with Spain, he was conllituted brigadier general, and return- 
ed to Madrid in the fame charader as before. During his refidcnce at 
that court, he was witnefs to many extraordinary events, which he has ably 
detailed in his difpatches. The abdication of Philip the Fifth, the fuccef- 
fion and death of Louis, the refumption of the crown by Philip, the return, 
fif the Spanilh infanta, the feparation of Spain from France, and union with 

• Lord Harvey, in a letter' to Hotacc Wal- fainc hurry and agi tuition, as if he did every 
fok, iaid of him, “ that he did nothing in the thing.** Corrcfpondence, Period V. 
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the houfe of Auftria, and the rife and fall of Ripperda. He manifcfted Chapter j& 
great firmnefs and difcretion when that minifter was forcibly taken from his ‘73®* 
houfe ; and his conduct on this occafion, principally imprelled the king and 
the minlfters with a deep fenfe of his diplomatic talents, and contributed to 
his future elevation. 

On the rupture with Spain, which commenced with the liege of Gibraltar, 
he returned to England, and was appointed vice chamberlain to the king, 17*7. 
and foon afterwards nominated, in conjunftion with Horace Walpole and 
Stephen Poyntz, plenipotentiary at the congrefs of Soiflbns. 

He had now two great dbjedls in view, a peerage, and the office of fecre- 
tary of date. But he had to ftrugglc as well againll the ill-will of the king, 
who was highly difpleafed with his brother Charles Stanhope, as againlt the 
prejudices of Sir Robert Walpole, who, deeply imprelled with a recollediion 
of the conduft of earl Stanhope at Hanover, had taken an averlion to the 
very name. It required all the inlluencc of the duke of Newcallle, and the 
fricndfhip of Horace Walpole, to furmount thefc obftrudtions ; which were 
not removed until he had gained an acceffion to his diplomatic charadlcr, 
by repairing to Spain, and concluding the treaty of Seville. His merits in 
that delicate negotiation, extorted the peerage from the king ■, and on the 
refignation'of lord Towndiend, he was nominated fecretary of Hate. In that 
office, his knowledge of foreign aftiiirs, his application to bufmefs, his at- 
tention to diplomatic forms, the folemnity ol his dcjjortment, the precilioji 
of his difpatches, and his propcnlity to the adoption of vigorous mcat'urcs 
againll France, on tlie death of Auguftus the Second, reridereti him liiglily 
acceptable to the king. Having offended queen Caroline, by affcc:ling to ict 
up an intcreft independent of her, he would have Ircen removed, had not his 
prudence and caution again conciliated her favour. 

He nes'cr cordially coalefced with Sir Robert \Val[)i.>lc ■, anil although lie 
almoft uniformly aAed in fubllrvience to his views, he looked up to the duke 
of Nevvcaftle as his patron and friend, and gave many inUanccs in wliich itc 
I'acriliccd his own interells, even in oppolition to the commands oi the king, 
to gratitude and friendlliip. He was a .man of llrong fenfe ;uid moderation ; 
of high honour and difmterefted integrity j and fo tenacious of his word, 
that Philip of Spain faid of him, “ Stanhope is the only foreign minilter who 
never deceived me.” He was of a mild and even temper, and had contraded, 
by long habit, fo much patience and phlegm, that he was charae^Xcriied by 
the Portuguefc minifter, Don Arevedo *, as “ not bein^ matjlomed to hitirrupi 

• Orford Papers. 
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/hy^ who fpoke to him y A contemporary hiftorian * has alfo farther de* 
feribed l^im as one wbofe moderation, good fenfe, and integrity, were fucli, tlivit 
he was trot confidered as a party man, and had few or fto perfonal enemies. 
Although he never fpoke in the houfe of peers, yet he was highly ufeful ia 
recommending to tlie cabinet the moft prudent method of attack or defence., 
and in fuggefting hints to thofe who were endowed with the gift of the 
tongue. 


CHAPTER THE THIRTY-SEVENTH; 

1730, 


Origin and Pro^refs of the Difagrement between fownfiend and IValpo/e.-Pe- 
Jignation~~Retreat and Death of fownJJiend. 


T he treaty of Seville was the concluding aft of Townlhcnd’s admi- 
niftration j it was figned on the 9th of November 1729, and on the 
i6th of May he retired in difguft from the office of fecretary of ftate. His rc- 
lignation was owing to a difagreement with his brother in law and co-adjutor. 
Sir Robert Walpofc, which had long fubfifted. It had been occafionally 
compromifed by the interference of common friends, but finally broke into a 
rupture, which rendered the continuance of both in office incompatible. 

The caufes of this mifunderftanding were various, and originated from the 
difference of their tempers, from difagreement on fubjefts of domeftic and 
foreign politics, from political and private jealoufy. 

Townlhend was frank, impetuous, and overbearing ; long accuftomed to 
diftatc in the cabinet, and fond of recommending violent meafures. Wal- 
pole was mild, infinuating, pliant, and good-tempered ; delirous of conci- 
liating by lenient methods, but prepared to employ vigour when vigour was 
neceffaiy. 
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Tlie rough and impetuous manners <rf Townfhend, began to alienate the Chapter j/. 
king, and difguft the queen. All the members oi' the cabinet were no Ids , 
diiratisfied with him. Newcaftle, in particular, was anxious to remove a 
minifter, who abfolutely direded all foreign aflairs, and who rendered him a 
mere cyplier. He wiflied to procure the appointment of lord Harrington, 
who already owed his peerage to him, and who, he flattered himfelf, would 
a<5t in fubfervience to his diftates. 

To thefe public caufes of mifunderftanding, derived from a defire of pre- 
eminence, a private motive was unfortunately added. The family of Townf- 
hend had long been the moft confpicuous, and accuflomed to take the lead, 
as the only one then diftinguiflied by a peerage, in the county of Norfolk j 
the Walpoles werefubordinate both in eflate and confequence, and Houghton 
was far inferior in fplendour to Rainiiam *. But circumftances were much 
altered. Sir Robert Walpole was at the head of the treafury, a peerage had 
been conferred on his Ton, the increafe of his paternal domains, the build- 
ing of a magnificent feat, the acquifition of a fuperb colledion of paintings, 
a fumptuous ftile of living, and affable manners, drew to Houghton a cpnllux 
of company, and eclipfed the more fober and lefs fplendid eflablifhment at 
Rainham. 

Walpole had long been confidered as the firft minifler in all bufmefs 
relating to the internal affairs ; he was the principal butt of oppofition, for 
the name of Townfhend fcarcely once occurs in (he Craftfman, and the other 
political papers againft government, while that of Walpole is feen in almofl 
every page. 

His influence over the quCen had, on the acceflion of George the Second, 
prevented the removal of Townfliend. He managed the houfe of commons, 
and was fupported by a far greater number of friends than his brother mi- 
nifter could boaft, who had little parliamentary influence, and ftill lefs per- 
fonal credit. 

Walpole felt, in all thefe circumftances, his fuperior confequence ; he was 
confeious that he fhould be fupported by the queen, and was unwilling to 
continue to aft in a fubordinatc fituation j while Townfliend, who had long 
been ufed to diftate, could not bear any oppofition to his fehtiments, or any 
refiftance to his views. He confi dered his brother minifter as one who had 
firft enlifted himfelf under his banners, and who ought to continue to aft 
with the fame implicit obedience to his commands. Hence a ftruggle for 
power enfued. 

* Rainham wai built by Inigo Jones for Sir Roger Townfhend. 
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Townfhend had hitherto polTetibd wha( the French call la feuilU des bene- 
ficesy and had been the principal clifpenfer of ccclefiaftical preferments. ' Thij 
great objeft of minifterial influence was naturally coveted by Walpole, and 
had occafioned frequent difputes. In many points of domeftic adminiftra- 
tion, the violence of Townlhend’s meafiires was reprobated and oppofed 
by Walpole, particularly in the bufinefs of Wood’s coinage ; in the haughty 
manner of writing to the duke of Grafton, then lord lieutenant of Ireland ; 
and in the meafures adopted in the riots in Scotland in 1725. In foreign 
affairs, Walpole affeded not to interfere, declaring that he did not un- 
derftand them, and that they did not belong to his department ; yet he 
always ojipofcd, as much as lay in his power, all complicated engagements, 
and uniformly objeded to the too lavifti expenditure of the public money 
in the formation of alliances, which he often confidered as ufelefs and chime- 
rical. His remonftrances had produced a fenfible effed in oppofition to 
the fentiments of Townfliend ; but it was particularly in the negotiation for 
the treaty of Hanover, that a wide difference of opinion had fubfillcd. He 
expreffed his difapprobation at the precipitate manner in which it was con- 
cluded, and was oftended that fuch an important ftep had been taken without 
a due communication to him. 

He was flill more diflatisfied when the Danifh fubfidy became due. For 
as France avoided paying her fliare, and the whole burthen fell upon Eng- 
land, he, as minifter of finance, was under the ncceflity of finding refourees 
to fupply the deficiency. 

In leveral dilpatches from the foreign minifters in 1 725 and 1726, frequent 
mention is made of the growing mifundefftanding between Townihend and 
Walpole, and a rup'turc.is deferibed as unavoidable. Yet thele bickerings 
and occafional inftances of difeordant fentiments, did not alienate the 
brother minifters. They continued to adl together, and on the acceffion 
of George the Second, the removal of one would have been followed with 
the reflgnation of the other. Their union at this period was fp clofe, and the 
opinion which Walpole entertained of Townfliend fo favourable, that in 1727, 
when Townihend was in imminent danger, Walpole expreffed, in terms of 
affiaftion and concern, his apprehenfions of the lofs which the caufe would 
fuftain from his death j “ he confidered him as the bulwark of the conftitu- 
tion i and trufted that Providence xvould interpofe io fave the man^ without whom 
#// muji fall to the ground 

- Thele difputes had been frequently allayed by the interpofition of lady 

* See Correfpondence, Period IV. 


Townihend j 
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Townfhend j fhe had, like an Odavia between Anthony and Augitftus, by a Chapttr 37, 
difercet exertion of her influence as wife and filter, moderated the afi>erities , * ^ 
of the contending politicians. But her mediation had unfortunately ceafed 
by her death, which happened in March 1726., imd death of 

Queen Caroline obferved the growing mifunderflanding between the bro- 
ther minifters, and when the rupture became unavoidable, gave her fup- 
port to Walpole in preference to Townfhend. By her influence, he foon ob- favours Wal- 
taiiied the preponderance. P®!'* 

Townlhend, thus reduced to adt a fecondary^ part, was refolved to make an Prevents the 
effort to recover his former power, by forming a new adininillration, 'and re- 
moving the duke of Ncwcaftlc,whofe official jealoufy, and attempts to raife lord field. 
Harrington to the office of fecretary of ftate, had difpleafed him, and placing 
bis friend lord Clieftcrfield, who had long afpired to that ftation, in his 
ffiead. I'ull of thefc projedls, he accompanied the king to Hanover; and 
as he was the only Englifti minillef of tire cabinet abroad, he embraced the 
favourable opportunity of ingratiating himfelf. He became more obfequious 
to the king’s German prejudices, paid his court with unceafing affiduity, 
and appeared to have gained fo much influence, that he thought himfelf 
capable of obtaining the appointment of Chefterfield, who was at this 
time embalTador at the Hague, and had confiderably diftinguilhed himfelf 
in his diplomatic capacity. At the fuggeftion of lord Townlhend, when he 
waited on the king in his pafl’age through Holland, he requefted and ob- 
tained permiflion to attend him to London. When Townfl)end offered the 
place of fecretary of ftate to Chefterfield, he inquired if he had fecured the 
queen; his anfwer implied no doubt. But the very choice he had made 
was in itfelf fufficient to counteract his fuccefs. Chefterfield had offended 
the queen by the court he paid to lady Suffolk, and Ihe exerted all her in* 
fluence with the king, which was feldom exerted in vain, to ftuftrate the 
fchcrae. 

Such an attempt, however fecrctly conduced, could not efcape the obferva- Altercation 
tion of Walpole. He conferred with the queen on the proper means of avertn between 
ing the defign, and the communications he received from her in tliis and 3iTwau' 
other particulars, inflamed his refentment. On quitting the palace after one pol'* 
of thefe conferences, he met Townlhend at colonel Selwyn’s, in Cleveland 
Court, in the prefence of the duke of Newcaftlc, Mr. Pelham, colonel and 
Mrs. Selwyn. The converfation turned on a foreign negotiation, which at the 
defire of Walpole had been relinquilhed., Townlliend, however, ftill required 
that the raeafure llrould be mentioned to the commons, at the fame time 
^ that 
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that thc-lioulc fhould be informed that it was ^ven up. Walpole objeding 
to this propofal as inexpedient, and calculated only to give unnecelTary trou- 
ble, Townibend faid, “ Since you objedt, and the houle of commons is your 
concern more than mine, I fhall not perfift in my opinion j but as I now 
give way, I cannot avoid obferving, that upon my honour I think that mode 
of proceeding would have been moll advifable.” Walpole, piqued at thefc 
expreflions, loft his temper, and faid, “ My lord, for once, there b no* man’s 
fincerity which I doubt fo much as your lordfliip’s, and I never doubted it fo 
much as when you are pleafed to make fuch ftrong profeffions.” Townfliepd,, 
incenfed at this reproach, feized him by the collar. Sir Robert laid hold of 
him in return, and then both, at the fame inftant, quitted their hold, and 
laid their hands upon their fwords. Mrs. Selwyn,- alarmed, attempted to go 
out and call the guards, but was prevented by Pelham. But although their 
friends interpofed to prevent an immediate duel, yet the contumelious ex- 
preflions ufed on fhis occafion, rendered all attempts to heal the breach 
inefTcdual. 

Great difference of opinion had alfo arifen in regard to foreign affairs.- When 
Townfhend accompanied the king abroad, in May 1729, he confidered the 
Emperor as the foie caufe of the obftacles which impeded a general pacifica- 
tion, and immediately on his arrival at Hanover, plunged into the cliaos of 
German politics. He was fo much incenfed againft the Emperor, and fo ve- 
hemently inclined to compel him to accede to the admiffion of Spanilh gar- 
rifbns into Parma and Leghorn, that he promoted, to the utmoft of his 
power, the conclufion of a fubfidiary alliance with the four eleftors of the 
Rhine, by which England could not have guarantied the pragmatic fanc- 
tion during the exiftence of that alliance. On the contrary, Walpole, anxi- 
ous not to do any thing which might render England incapable for a time 
to gratify the Emperor in his favourite projeft, fecrctly oppofed I he conclu- 
fion of the treaty, and laboured to reconcile the difeordant politics of Spain 
and Auftria, or if that was impoffible, to conciliate Spain without too 
much irritating the Emperor. 

This collifion of opinions naturally increafed the mifunderftandlng, led 
them to counteraft each other, and to ftrive for pre-eminence in the cabinet. 

Having failed in railing Chefterficld to the office of fecretary of ftate, 
Townllicnd made a laft attempt to obtain that place for Sir Paul Methuen, 
in which he was equally unfucccfsful. Thefe difappointments increafed hb 
natural irritability, which he vented in peevifh expreflions againft lord Har- 
rington ; and thefe reproaches, probably exa^erated by the duke of New- 
callle, increafed the animofities in the cabinet. 


At 
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At length the contefl; was brought to a crifis. Townllicnd lt>ems to Chapter 37 
have obtained the good-will of the king by reprcferrting, tiuat he was the • 73 ®- 
only .fupport of his German intereft, that lord Harrington had negleded 
pi effing the plan of operations againfh the Emperor, and that Hanover uoulcj fcatni. 
be facrificed by the new arrangements. Under thefe circumtlances, tlic duke 
of Nev/caftle had written, with the approbation of the Walpoles, a dii'pali-.h 
to the plenipotentiaries at Soillbns, diffiiiading an attack of the Auflrian Ne- 
therlands, advifing that an army Ihoiild be afleinblcd on the banks of tlic 
PJiine, tor the purpol'e of threatening the frontiers of Bohemia; but flrongly 
recq^imending, that before this plan was concerted with France, propolals of 
accommodation fliould be prefented to the Emperor. But before the letter 
w^as fubmitted to the king, Townlhend had written to him, enforcing 
the neceflity of forming a plan of lioflilc operations before any declara- 
tion was made, for tho purjiofe of comp-dling the king of Pruffiia to fbbmit, 
and reducing the Emperor to accept of . the terms dictated by England and 
her allies. 

The king approved this advice, and ordered Townlhend to communicate 
his relblution to the duke of Nevvcaftle and Horace Walpole, that inflruc- 
tions might be forwarded to the plenipotentiaries, in conformity to that opi- 
nion. Townlhend accordingly Cent the letter, with the king’s anfvver, to 
Hoi •ace Waljiole, and went into Norfolk for a few days. In this dilemma, 
the duke defpaircd of fuccefs, and propofed to aft agrcc.-ibly to the didfates 
of Townlhend. But Sir Robert Walpole communicated NewcalUe’s dif- 
patch to the queen, and obtained, through Jicr influence, the allcnt of the 
king, who cxprefl'cd his full approbation of the contents. 

Townlhend, finding that his pcrfonal influence with the king was not fuffi- Refigns. 
cient to counteraft the excrfions of his rivals, oppofed by the queen, and 
deferted by the remaining members of the cabinet, gave in his rellgnation, 
and retired from public affairs. 

In leveral letters to his confidential correfpondents abroad, which are Hill Exiibins the 
extant in the Rainham Co'llcdtion, Townlhend attributes his refiguation mtiiivtsofliis 
principally to the effedls of his dangerous illnefs in 1727, which rendered 
him incapable of fupporting the fatigues of his place, but hints at the fame 
time with great delicacy at the coolnefs and mifintelligence which had arifen 
between him and Sir Robert Walpole, and to the dlfgufl; he had recently re- 
ceived from that quarter, which fortified his refolution. At the fame time he 
adds, with great fpirit and dignity, that he is happy to announce that his re- 
treat will’ not make any alteration in public affairs, and that he never could 
have refolved to quit his fituation, if he had not been fully convinced that 
VoL. I. Xx' ' Walpole 
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Period rv. Walpole would follow the fame principles, and carry on the (ame meafurcs 
1727101730. which had been hitherto purfued. In his letter to Slingelandt, he obferves, 
“ the king has had the goodnefs to permit me to retire in the mod obliging 
manner, and has mod graciouflj'’ received the afl'urances, which 1 took the 
liberty to make, that notwithdanding my relignation, I fliould always be 
ready to furnilh all tlic eclaircilTements in my power, whenever it dial! be 
deemed ncceflhry for his lervice.” 

Towalhend retired with a mod unfullied charaflcr for integrity, honour, 
and difintcrcitcdnefs, and gave fcveral driking proofs that he could command 
the natural warmth of his temper, and rife fuperior to the malignant influence 
of party fpirit and difappointed ambition. The oppofition, who had formed 
languine expedtations of the confequences of the difunion in the cabinet, 
were prepared to receive him with open arms, but he refided tiieir ad- 
vances, and firmly perfevered in his original determination. Soon after 
Chederfield commenced his ardent oppofition to Walpole, he wejit to Rain- 
ham, and requeded Townfhend to attend an important quedion in the houfe 
of lords. Townflvend rc[)licd, that he had formed a refolution which he 
could not break, of never again engaging in polftical conteds, “ I recoi- 
led,” he added, “ that lord Cowper, though a daunch Whig, had been be- 
trayed by pcrfonal pique and party refentment, in his oppofition to the mi- 
nidry, to throw himielf into the arms of the Tories, and even to fupport 
principles w'lnch tended to ferve the caufe of the Jacobites. I know that I 
am extremely warm ; and I am apprehenfive if I fliould attend the houfe of 
lords, I alfo may be hurried away by the impetuofity of my temper, and by 
perfonal refentment, to adopt a line of condud, which in my cooler moments 
. J may regret.” He maintained this honourable and- truly patriotic refolu- 
tlon ; and thus proved himfelf worthy of the highed eulogium. 

He paded the evening of his days in the purfuit of rural occupations and 
agricultural experiments j his improvements ameliorated the date of hufban- 
dry, his hofpitality endeared him to his neighbours, and the dignity of his 
charader infured refped. Apprehenfive of being tempted again to enter 
into thofe feenes of adive life, which he had refolvcd totally to abandon, he 
Death. never revifitcd the capital, but died at Rainham, in 1 738, aged 64. 

Notwithdanding the afperity with which this conted was conduded, the 
brothers feem to haverenounced their friendthip without forfeiting their edeem 
for each other. Townlhend did not indulge in peevidi expreffions againd 
his fuccefsful rival, and Sir Robert Walpole never blamed the minidcrial con- 
dud or depreciated the abilities of lord Townfliend. He w'as always unwilling 
to enter into the caufes of their difunion j when an intimate friend prefled 
4 him 
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him on the fubjeft feme years afterwards, he made fevera;! attempts to evade 
the queftion, and at length replied, “ It is difficult to trace the caules of a 
difpute between ftatefmen, but I will give you the hiftory in a few words ; 
as long as the firm of the houfe was Townlhend and Walpole, the utmoft 
harmony prevailed} but it no fooner became Walpole and Townlhend, than 
things went wrong, and a feparation enfued *■. 

♦ The contents of this chapter are derived iBeld.-— Communications from the late earl of 
from the letters in the Correfpondence.— • Offord,lordSydney,andhisbroth«r Charks 
Etou^h’s Papers.— ThelatefiarlofHardwicke's Townfliend, efejuire. 

Mcntpraiidums.— Maty’s Life of Lord Chefter- 
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IValpolc inclines to a Reconciliation xvith the Emperor . — 'Negotiations which pre^ 
ceded and terminated in the Treaty of Vienna. — Treaty of Seville carried into 
Execution. — T ranfaSlions in Parliament. — General Satisfaciion. — Char abler of 
Earl IValdegrave, the new Embaf'ador at Paris. 
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iW\s foreign 
affairs. 


T he refignation of Townfliencl placed Walpole in a new point of view. 
Hitherto he had tfdeen no public part in foreign affairs, and had only 
intfiredly influenced the current negotiations, either through the private in- 
terpolition of the queen, or the medium of his brother, and he affeded to 
leave the foie diredion of thofe matters to the fecrctary of ftate. But the 
removal of Townfhend inftantly changed his fituation. The duke of New- 
caftlc for fome time continued to ad the fame fubordinate part as before ; 
and the new fecretary, lord Harrington, reflpived his impuHe from the mi- 
nifter of the finance, or from his brother Horace. Walpole, therefore, now 
took a more open and decided place in the regulation of foreign tranflidions, 
and his opinion feems to have principally contributed to the renewal of the 

ancient 
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ancient c^nneftion with the houfe of Auftria, with whom Ejigland had been 
lb long in a (late of open defiance. 

He had iagacioully appreciated the advantages which refultcd to England 
from the alliance with France, was convinced, that an union with that power 
had elFedtually hurt the caufe of the Pretender, and countcracfled the fchcmes 
of the Jacobites. He was aware that France, during the minority of Louis 
the Fifteenth, or under the government of a prime minifter like Cardinal 
Fleury, of a pacific and timid difpofition, was a very proper ally in a defenfive 
treaty, to check and prevent (he dellgns of the Emperor, who had formed 
fchemes and alliances detrimental to the fecurity and commerce of England. 
He well knew that minillers of a free nation mull fometimes be obliged to 
contrail new engagements, in oppofition to thofe powers with whom thev 
would have been willing to have lived in the Itriilell friendlhip, upon jull 
and honourable terms 

He had therefore concurred witli Townlhend, in warmly promoting the 
alliance with France, and was not deterred by the popular outcry, that the 
meafurcs of the cabinet were dircited to lower our natural ally, the houle 
of Aultria, and exalt France, our natural enemy, from purfuing a plan which 
fecured to England internal tranquillity and external ])eace. The im|)rove- 
ment of our commerce and manufailures were a full jullificatiou of this wile 
mcafure. 

But things w^crc now confiderably changed. The tblid cflablilhmcnt of 
the houfe of Flanovcr on the throne of fircat Britain, and (he mimber of 
Jacobites wlio, on the tjuiet acceflion of (Jeorge the Second, renounced 
their principles, liad letlened the danger of internal commotions, and ren- 
dered the co-operation of France in favour of the Protetider, lels an objettl of 
alarm. 

The relative fituation c# France was no lei's changed. Morville, the 
friend of England, had been difmiffed from rhe otficc of fecrctary of Hate, 
and his fucccllbr, Chauvelin, the enemy of England, governed Cardinal 
Fleury. A reconciliation had taken place bctw'cen France and Spain, and 
the ancient jcalo'uf'y between France and England began to ret ive on both 
tides. 

In confequence of tliis alteration of circumflances, France acled from po- 
licy an indecifive and wavering part. ^The^ the Ehuperor, in oppofition to 
the arrangements made Ity the allies of Seville, liad declared, that if Spanilh 
Iroops Ihould enter Tufeany, he would drive them out, it bScame neceflar)' 

* The Intereft of Gre-at JBritain ftcadilr purfued, p. 26. 


Chapter 38. 
1730 to 1731 

<1 

Promotes a 
reconcilia- 
tion wirli the 
Emperor. 


State of the 
French cabi- 
net. 


either 



MEMOIRS OF 


S4» 

Period V, either to force him to execute that treaty, or to prevail upon him, by the 
1730101734. guaranty of his* favourite objeft, the pragmatic fanftion. Cardinal Fleury 
• -u —f afFefted to co-operate with England, in obtaining the confent of the Em- 
peror, either by force or perl’uafive means ; but artfully threw obftaclcs in 
the way of both. Various fchemes for efFedting that end were proppfed. It 
was the great object of England to prevent the invafion of the Low Countries, 
and to confine principally the feat of war to Sicily, or at leafl to Italy. It 
was the view of the French to extend it to the other parts of the Auftrian 
dominions, under the hopes of making conquefts on the fide of Germany and 
the Low Countries. 

When the two nations were actuated with fuch different views, no co-in- 
cidence of opinion could be expedted. France objedled to all fchemes, either 
of compulfion or compromife, and endeavoured to throw the blame of inac- 
tivity on the Engliflr and Dutch. Meanwhile Spain complained bitterly 
that the treaty of Seville was'not executed, and that Parma and Tufeany, for 
the attainment of which fhe had acceded to the quadruple alliance, were on 
the point of being loft. 

Negotiations Walpole now perceived that the ftrift alliance with France would no 
at Vienna, longer bc maintained. He had two objedls in view, the one, according to 
his own expreffions, to avoid a war with the Emperor, for fear of its con- 
fequences, and the other with Spain, on account of our trade, and the 
only method of effedting both thefe purpofes was to renew the ancient con- 
nedtion with the houfe of Auftria, and to lure the Emperor to accede to the 
treaty of Seville, with the promife of guarantying the pragmatic fandlion. 

On thefe interefting topics he maintained a correlj)ondence with his 
brother, Horace Walpole, embalTador at Paris ; combated his opinion in 
favour of continuing the friendihip with France, and gradually brought him 
over to approve a negotiation with the houfe of Auftria. 

The Emperor had, before the treaty of Seville, endeavoured to open a fe- 
parate negotiation with England, and fince its conclufion had thrown out 
hints to our embaftador at Vienna, that a thorough reconciliation might 
eafily be effedted. In confequence of thefe infinuations, the Britilh cabinet 
decided on making the attempt, and lord Harrington announced this refo- 
lution in an official difpatch to Mr. Robinfon, who had fucceded earl Walde- 
grave in tlic enibafl’y to Vienna *. 

An anfwer being tranfmitted, that the Imperial court was inclined, with every 
appearance offfincerity on their part, to renew their ancient connedtion with 

September 14-25, 173®, Correfpondence, Period V, 


England, 
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England, on fair and reafonable conditions, farther inftrudions were for- Chapter 38. 
warded from the fecretary of ftatc, tc^ether with the plans of treaties and de- »73ot o'73» 
clarations to be figned by the Emperor, both in regard to the dil'putef with 
England, and to the king’s German affairs *, 

While this negotiation was pending, the delay gave fuch umbrage to the 
king of Spain, that he declared, by the Marquis of Caftillar,’ his embaffador Jan. 39. 
at Paris, that he confidered himfelf free from all engagements contraded 
on his part by the treaty of Seville, and at full liberty to adopt fuch mea- 
fures as lliould be mofl fuitable to his interefts. 

Soon after thefe tranfadions, the duke of Parma died; the duchefs, his Death onh< 
w'idow, declared herfelf pregnant : the Emperor, with the fecrct connivance of otl"- 
I'ingland, took poffeffion of Parma, making at the fame time a declaration, 
that if the duchefs fhould be delivered of a fon, the introdudion of .the 
Spanifh troojrs fhould take place; if of a daughter, Don Carlos (hould inftantly 
receive the inveftiture of Parma and Placentia, from the Emperor and 
empire. 

In opening this negotiation, the Britifh cabinet had declared it fo be the Parliament 
determined refolution of the king to make the treaty of Seville the bafis of [^^^5 
the new alliance, and tlie fecuring to Don Carlos the fucceffion to Tufeany 
and Parma was held out as an indifpenfable article. The minifler was 
aware that the Ceft method to obtain’ peace was to be prepared for w'ar, 
and that the only- fuccefsful means for carrying the treaty of Seville into 
effed, were to be ready to enforce its execution by vigorous meafures. 

The fpcech which the king delivered from the throne on the meeting of Jan. ai. 
parliament, was drawn up by him in conformity with tlicfe lentiments. After 
declari|jig, that every-meafure was adopted to prevent, by an accommoda- 
tion, the fatal confequences of a general rupture ; and that it was impoflible 
to ftate the fopplies which would be required for the current fervice of the 
year, until peace or war fliould be decided upon, it concluded with thefe 
ftrong^ expreffions : 

“ The time draws near, which will admit of no farther delays. If the tran- 
quillity of liurope can be fettled without the effufion of blood, or the ex- 
pence of public treafurc, that fituation will certainly Jpe moft happy and defir- 
able. But if that blcffing cannot be obtained, honour, juftice, and thefacred 
faith due to folemn treaties, will call upon us to exert ourfelves^ in procuring 
by force, what cannot be had upon juft and reafonable terms -j-.” 

The negotiation was carried on with fo much addrefs and fecrccy,ihat al- 

* Lord Harrington to Mr, Robinfon, Dec. 4-15, 1730. f Jounials. 
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though fome rumour of it had tranfpired, and hiats had been thrown out iir 
the Craft fman, yet the debate on "'the fide of the nunority was conducted 
on a fujppofition, that England was 'preparin^g for a war with the Emperor, 
to execute the treaty of Seville by force, and an amendment to the ^iddrels 
was propofed, tloat the king fhould be requefted not to concur in a war 
againffc the Emperor, either in Flandeai o)[ on the Rhine. Cut \yhep this 
propofition was negatived, a more plaufible amendment was fu^eded by 
oppofition (who artfully availed themfelves of the prejudice conceived agaihft 
the king for his attachment to Hanover) they propofed to infert, that they 
would I'upport his majefty’s engagements, lb far as they related to the in- 
tereft of Great Britain. In anfwer to this propofal, Walpole did not hefi- 
tate to declare, “ That fuch an cxppclfion in their addrefs would feem to in* 
linuate, that the king had entered into engagements that did not relate to 
the intcrefts of Great Britain, which would be a gieat inftance of ingratitude 
towards the king, who ip, all his meafures had never ihewed the Jeaft regard to 
any. thing but the intereft of Great Britain, and the eafe and lecurity of the 
people 3 as all thofe who had the honour to ferve him could teftify, and upon 
their honour declare ; that he hoped every member of that houlc was con- 
vinced, that the king would never enter into any engagement that was not 
abiplutcly neceflary for procuring the happinefs and inluring the lafety of his 
iubjedts, and therefore it was quite unneceflary to confine tffe words of their 
addrefs to fuch engagemepts as related to the inlercll of Great Britain 

Nothing was faid directly in anfwer to this alTcrt ion, though fo much 
might have been faid. It was only urged, that to fupport any hoftile ope- 
rations againft the Emperor on the Rhine, was abfolutely deftruftive to the 
interefts of Great Britain, tending to the total fubverfion of the balance of 
power 3 that the houfe had good reafon to believe that no minifi;er”would 
dare to advife the king to fuch a meafure 3 and the member who ufed thefe 
flrong expfeflions, cdncluded by oppofmg the amendment as unneceflar)', 
the addrefs was therefore carried without a divifion. It was alfo drawp up 
by the minillcr, and after acknowledging, in terms of gratitude, the king’s 
goodnefs, “ in endeavouring to have the conditions of the treaty of Seville 
fulfilled and executed, in fuch manner as might bell fecure a general pacifi- 
cation, and be conformable to his engagements with his allies,” declared “ that 
they would, with all cliearfulnefs, grant fuch fupplies as fliould be neceflary 
for the fervicc of the enfuing year, and effe<ilually enable the king to make 
good hit engagements •f.” 

The unanimity and vigour of this addrefs, which was equally adopted by 
Cliandler. f Ibid. 

the 
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tiic houfe of peers, had a great efFcd on the tranfvdions abroad, and gave 
energy to the negotiations at Vienna. 

In confequence of the adoption of thefe meafures, lord Harrington ex- 
preffed to the Britifli minifter at Vienna, the king’s difapprobation of the 
delays and obftacles with which the Imperial court clogged the progrefs of 
the negotiations, replied to the counter projed of the Emperor, gave farther 
inftrudions, and fent the ultimatum of the cabinet. 

Notwithftanding thefe remonllrances, the miniftry well knew that the ob- 
ftacles were derived no lefs from the pertinacity of the Hanoverian, than the 
haughtinefs of the Imperial court, and one of the great difficulties which 
occurred in concluding an accommodation, arofe from blending the affairs of 
Germany with thofe of England. 

Robinlbn had been particularly ordered “ to continue the greateft 
friendfliip and confidence towards Dieden, the Hanoverian agent at Vienna, 
and a6l in perfed concert with him in every thing, wherein tire king’s in- 
terefts were concerned : And to employ his bell offices and inftances with 
tire Imperial minifters, for jirocuring the moft effedual redrefs and fatisfac- 
tion to the king upon the feveral demands -which Dieden was inflruded ^ to 
make for that purpofe to the court of Vienna,” 

Thefe objeds of contention between the Emperor and the king, as elcdor 
of Hanover, were fo various, complicated, and delicate, that the treaty 
would never have been concluded, had the Britifh minifter at Vienna in- 
filled, according to his official orders, upon a full and fatisfadory anfwcr to 
all the points in dilpute. Fortunately, the cabinet of London, influenced by 
Walpole, had the courage to cut the Gordian knot, which it could not un- 
loofe } lord Harrington, in a private letter, inftnrded Mr. Robinfon -f to 
lign the treaty with England, and to refer the German affairs to a future de- 
cifion. 

Another great difficulty in conduding this negotiation, arofe from an er- 
roneous opinion, formed by the Emperor, that the minifters of the Englifli 
cabinet were difunited, and from a jealoufy that the two Walpoles, who were 
known to dired the helm of government, were fiivourable to the alliance 
with France, and confcquently hoftile to the houfe of Auftria. This notion 
had been fupported by the duchefs of Kendal, in her correfpondence with 
the Emprefs, and corroborated by fome leading members of oppofition. 


Chapter 38. 
1730101731. 

{ fi 

Obftru(!>ion«‘ 
to the Auf- 
trian alliance^, 


Removed 


Farther dilfi- 
CLilties obvi* 
ateci. 


♦ Grantham Papers. Difpatch from lord f Lord Harrington to Mr. Robinfon. Ja- 
Harrington to Mr. Robinfon, December, miary aSth, February 8th, 1731* Correfpond- 
1730. Correfpondcucc. encc. 

VoL. L 


y 


who 





MEMOIRS OF 


Period V. 


j^730to 1734. 


' Second trea- 
ty of Vienna. 


of the 

Iteatya 


Objeftions of 
?^pofition. 


who had long held a private intercourfe of letters with the Emperor or his 
minifters. 

This falfe opinion, " together with the difficulty of fettling the German 
affairs, fufpended the fignature of the treaty. In this moment of doubt and 
uncertainty, a letter * from Horace Walpole to Mr. Robinfon, conveying the 
flrongeft affurances of his own and bis brother’s fentiments in favour of the 
Emperor, decided the Imperial cabinet, and haftened the conclufion. 

The treaty was figned on the 1 6th of Maixh, and is ufually called the 
fecond treaty of Vienna, to diftinguifh it from that which was concluded in 
I725> It was a defenfive alliance, and ftipulated a reciprocal guaranty of 
mutual rights and pofleffions j on the part of England, to guaranty the Em- 
peror’s fucceffion, according to the pragmatic fandtion j on that of the Em- 
peror, to abolifli the Oflend company, and all trade to the Eaft Indies, from 
any part of the Auflrian Netherlands, to fecurc the fucceffion of Don Carlos 
to Parma and Tufeany, and not to oppofe the introduction of Spanifh Gar- 
rifons. 

Thus was this great and difficult talk of preventing a general war, accom- 
pliflied with an addrefs and fecrccy that reflected high honour on thofe who 
conducted it. The treaty of Seville was can’ied into execution without force, 
and without breach of faith to any other power : to Don Carlos Parma was 
fecured, with the confent of the Emperor, and the eventual fucceffion of 
Tufeany guarantied ; Spain was fatisfied with England ; and the Emperor, 
gratified with the guaranty of the pragmatic fanCtion, confidered this union, 
as the commencement of a new xra to the houfc of Auftria. 

The fatisfaClion in England was full and complete. In faCI, no event 
more difconcertcd oppofition, or raifed the minifter higher in the eftima- 
tion of the public. It had long been a favourite theme of popular decla- 
mation, that his meafurcs had a tendency to lower the houfe of Auftria, and. 
to exalt the power of France. Their arguments were therefore now turned 
againll themleivcs the breach of the French alliance, and reconciliation with 
Auftria, took away one plaufible topic of raillery and mveClive, 

The only popular objection to the management of foreign affairs now 
was, that England was entangled in a multiplicity of treaties and guaranties ; 
thsft no rupture could take place in Europe, in which we Ihould not be 
obliged to interfere as principals j that it was the fteady intereft of Great Bri- 
tain to contract no burthenfome engagements, to truft to her naval ftrength 
and inl'ular fituation for repelling all foreign attempts, and give no juft 
afience to any of the powers of Eurojx;. 


** F«bruary g-ao, 1731, Correfpondence, 
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To this general olDjedHon a general anfwcr was returned j that a nation, 
whole ftrength depends upon the llourithing ilate of trade and credit, (in- 
feparabJe from that of public tranquillity) whole commerce extends itfclf to 
all parts of the world, and is founded on compa<ft§ and ftipulations with 
powers of different and incompatible interefts j who has as many enviers as 
neighbours, as numerous rivals ”as there are commercial powers, muff have 
a more extenfive and particular intcrefl to forefee and obviate thofe trou- 
bles, which, if not prevented in time, might occafion great dillurbanccs, 
might place fo large a fhare of dominion in the hands of one prince, as 
to endanger the liberties of the reft, and confequcntly interrupt her 
trade. A people thus fituated, mull provide themfelves with foreign fup- 
port, proportionable to the attempts that may be apprehended from foreign 
powers to their prejudice, which cannot pollibly be fecured but by recipro- 
cal engagements on their part, and by interefting themlclves as deeply in the 
welfare and fecurity of other nations, as they ex|x;6t thofe nations to intci’eff 
themfelves on their behalf. 

This compaft having fecured the confent of the Emperor to the introduc- 
tion of Spanilh troops, Philip revoked the marquis de Caftelar’s declara- 
tion, and acceded to the new treaty of Vienna ; and the execution of it, 
which fpcedily followed, proved the fmcerity of the Imperial and Britifli 
courts. After a few altercations between the Emperor and Don Carlos, 
the one claiming Parma as an inheritance, and the other infilling on confei^ 
ring it as a fief of the empire, the Spanilh troops landed at Leghorn, on the 
aoth of 0(£lober, under convoy of the Britilh and Spanillr fleet. Don 
Carlos himfelf arrived there on the 26th of December, and was put in full 
poffeflion of Parma and Placentia. 

In opening this negotiation, Walpole had been anxious not to irritate 
France, before he had conciliated the court of Vienna. He judged it pru- 
dent to fend in the place of his brother Horace, who had returned from his 
embafly at Paris, a perfon agreeable to Cardinal Fleury, and in whom he 
could implicitly confide. Lord Chefterfield had been recommended for that 
poll, as a prelude to his being appointed fecretary of Hate ; but Horace 
Walpole reprefented to his brother, that his temper and habits would not 
accord with thofe of the Cardinal, and fu^elled the carl of Waldegrave, as 
more proper for fo delicate a fituation, who was accordingly nominated. 

James carl of Waldegrave was defcended from an ancient family in 
Northamptonlhirc, whofe ancellors may be traced in adirefl line to times, an- 
ierior to the conqucll. They were lords of the towns of Waldegrave, 
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Period V. Twywcll and Sllpton, in (he. county of Northampton * •, Sir Richard Waldc- 
1730101734. gi-.xve was fpeakcr of the houfe of commons in 1382 ; and fome of his an- 
ceftors received tlie eftates of NaveRock and Borely, in Effex, and Chewtoii 
in Somerfettliirc, as grants from Henry the Eighth. 

In 1643 Sir Edward Waldcgrave was made a baronet, and his great 
grandfon. Sir Henry Waldcgrave, was created, in 1 685, a peer, by the title of 
baron Waldcgrave, of Chewton , in Somerlctlhirc, where the family then prin- 
cipally rclidcd. On the revolution he followed the fortunes of James the Se- 
cond, whole natural daughter, flenrietta, by Arabella Churchill., he had 
elpoufed, and to whom lie had many and great obligations. He died at 
I’aris in ifiS’y. 

His ckicll Ion. and fucccfl'or James, of whom we are now treating, was 
born in 1684, and educated in the Roman Catholic religion. In 1722 he 
entered into the communion of the church of England, and took his feat in 
the houfe of peers. His uncle, the duke of Berwick, being detirous to mor- 
tify him for having renounced his fiiith, inquired of him whether he had 
made Ids abjuration from political or religious motives, and made ufe of the 
expreffion, cotifejs the truth, to which he replied, I changed my religion to 
a.void confeJTion. 

When it was thought neceflary to fend an cmbaRador to Vienna, for the 
purpofe of executing the articles agreed upon in (lie preliminaries figned be- 
tween England, France, and the Emperor at I’aris, and of conciliating the 
Emperor, wliohad been ditFatisfied with the king of England, lord Waldegravc 
was fclcdcd as the jicrlbn whofe mild and affable demeanour bell qualified 


* As the account of the Waldcgrave family 
given by Collins, is incorreft in many parti- 
culars, a more accurate ftatement is here add- 
ed from family documents, communicated by 
the countefs of Waldcgrave, Waldcgrave, a 
Saxon by lyneall defeent, lord of the coun- 
ty of Northampton, had at the conqueft 
one only daughter, and her he married, by 
the conqueror- s commandment, to Guerirn 
or Warin de. Waldcgrave of Normandie, by 
means of which marriage, Waldcgrave the 
Saxon had a pardon granted him by the 
conqueror, of liis life and land, notwiih- 
llanding he bore arms againft him at Battle 
‘‘ Abbey, on king Harold^s part, which pardon 
is yet extant, and was lately in the hands of 
the lords of the manor of Waldegravc, 

^ in the county of Northampton.. This town. 


and manor was fold by Sir William Walde- 
“ grave, knight, in the reign of king Henry 
“ the Eighth/' 

Waldcgrave is of Saxon derivation, from. 
Ji'hlfky and Grnve, fignifying the ruler of a 
Walk ox foreft. 'fhe anceftors of the prefent 
earl refuied in difterent counties at different 
periods, A Sir Richard Waldegravc, who was 
fixrakerof the houfe of commons in 1382, mar- 
ried the heirefs of SylvelUr of Buers, in thc^ 
county of Sulfolk, and either himfelf or fome 
of his defeendants, more than once reprefented 
that county. — The grants of Naveilock, Borely, 
and Chewton, probably occafioned the fale of 
the himily inheritance in Northamptonfliire. 

t Collins’s Peerage. Collinfon’s Hiftory of 
Somerfctfliire. — Article Chewton. 
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him for that negotiation. George the Firft, who confidered the million as 
too great a condcl'cenfion after the ill ufage he had received from the Em- 
jieror, fent word that he approved the perfon, though lie difliked the er- 
rand *. 

Lord Waldcgrave fet out in May 1727, and arrived at Paris on the 14th 
ot June, Tlic difficulty of httling the complicated negotiations, and the 
events which followed the death of George the Firll, detained him in 
France nearly a year. He went to Vienna in April 1728. During his 
reltdcncc in that capital, he correded the millatement which the oppoti- 
tion in England had tranfmitted of their llrength, and of tlievveakncfs of the 
party that elpoufed the mcafures of government; and jdainly Ihewed that 
the divilions in the cabinet would not iliminith the weight and influence of 
Great Britain abroad. Fie proved to the Imperial minifters, that the ])re- 
liminuries with Spain contained no conditions hotlile to the houle of Auftria, 
and were llriclly conformable to the articles of the quadruple alliance. Fie 
threw out hojics to the lllmperor of a future accommodation with Flngland, 
and that the guaranty of the pragniatic fandion might be the confequence of 
his acceding to tlie introduction of Spanith garrifons into Parma and Leg- 
horn. He obtained a ratification of the preliminary articles between the 
Emperor, England, and Ft'ance, and laid the foundation of tlie reconci- 
liation, which Sir Thomas Robinfon, afterwards lord Grantham, carried into 
execution. He then returned to Paris, where he was appointed emballador 
extraordinary on the refignation of Floracc Walpole. 

Fie filled this difficult emjfloyment ten years, during a period in which the 
difunion between France and England was gradually increaling into an open 
rupture. 

For his fervlces at Vienna, he was created vlfcount Chewton and carl of 
Waldegravc, and his exertions at Paris were rewarded with the garter. In 
1740 he obtained leave to return for the recovery of his health. He em- 
barked for Fingland, Odfober 1 740, and died at liis feat at Naveftock in 
EflTex, on the 1 ith of April 1741, in the 57th year of his age. 

Fie was in high confidence with Sir Robert Walpole, and was the fo- 
reign embaffador in whom the miniftcr, next to his brother, principally 
confided. Several letters which pafled between them, and are printed 
in the correfpondcnce, prove the truth of this afleition. He concluded 
himfelf in his embaflics with confummatc addrefs, and particularly dif- 

* Far! of Waldegrave’* Diary. 
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linguifhed himfelf by obtaining fecret information in times of emei^ency. 
Though a man of pleafurt, he purfued bufinefs, when bufmefs was neccllary, 
with indeflitigable diligence. His letters are written with great fpirit, perfpi- 
cuity, and good fenfc, and are peculiarly entertaining. He had fo little the 
appearance of a man of bufinefs, that he was confidered as incapable of writing 
fuch excellent difpatches as he tranfmitted to England, and they were princi- 
pally attributed to his fccretary, Mr. Thompfon. But this unjuft imputation was 
loon proved to be falfe, when the embaffador left France, and the fccretary 
remained charge d’affaires. The inferiority of his letters, to thole which were 
written during Waldegravc’s embaffy, was ftriking, and carried a full con- 
viction, that (hey were of his own compofition. I am enabled alfo to do 
jullice to the abilities of the earl of Waldegrave in this refped;. A complete 
collodion of his letters and difpatches, from 1727 to 1740, is preferved at 
Navellock, and the greater number are original draughts written in his own 
hand, with fuch crafurcs and alterations as fully prove that they were folely 
his compofition. They do honour to his tiiplomatic talents, and prove 
found fenfc, an infinuating addrefs, and elegant manners. 

The renewal of the ancient alliance with the houfe of Auftria, had greatly 
difpleafed the French cabinet, and particularly difgullcd cardinal Floury, 
whofe fentiments were always inclined to the adoption of pacific meafures, 
who (however influenced by the counfcls of Chauvelin) was convinced that 
the peace of Europe had been principally owing to the union between 
France and England, who appreciated the fentiment:. of Sir Robert Walpole 
as congenial to his own, and who from long habits of intimacy and con- 
fidence, had contrafted a partiality for Horace Walpole, which he was un- 
willing to relinquifli. He confidered this alliance as a prelude to in- 
celfant bickerings and future contefts ; and, being well acquainted with the 
domineering fpirit of the houfe of Auftria, and the cagernefs of Charles the 
Sixth, to obtain from all the powers of Europe, the guaranty of the prag- 
matic fandkion, fufpeifted that his affent to the treaty of Vienna was pur- 
chafed with a promife on the part of England, to compel France to accede 
to that guaranty, and exprefled in ftrong terms of indignation, his apprehen- 
fion of fccret articles derogatory to the interefts of France. 

The candid anfwer of the Britilh cabinet, conveyed through the earl of 
Waldegrave, removed the jealoufies of the cardinal. The king and ca- 
binet in England, had now adopted, however unwillingly, the principles 
of the pacific minifter, and De la Faye, under fccretary of ftate, fpoke the 
-fentiments of Walpole, when he obferved, that no one but a perfon totally 
4 ignorant 
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ignorant of the Britifti conftitution, could for a moment haye entertained 
fuch an opinion. The king, he remarked, could not engage in war willi- 
out money, and muft apply to parliament for fupplies, if I'uch a misfortune 
fhould occur. The parliament, who fpoke the voice of the nation, might be 
induced to grant fupplies for the purpofe of keeping out the Pretender, pro- 
tefting merchants, preferving trade, or maintaining Gibraltar; but it would 
have been a monftrous conduct to have j^rojxrfed an annual fupply of five 
millions for the purpofe of compelling France to guaranty the pragmatic 
fandion. The nation could never bear fuch a propofition, and the minifter 
who had the folly to make it, would juftly incur the indignation of the 
people *. 

The earl of Waldcgrave being recalled from Vienna, it became neceflary 
to depute a perfon of confidence to that court, on whom the Walpoles 
could no lels implicitly depend ; nor cari a greater proof of their fuperior 
afcendancy in the cabinet be given, than that Mr. Robinfon was the perfon 
who was chofen to fill this important fituation at this critical jundure. 

Thomas Robinfon, knight of the bath, and afterwards lord Grantham, was 
fourth fon of Sir William Robinfon, baronet, of the county of York, by 
Mary, daughter of George Aiflabie, of Studlcy Royal. He was brought up 
at Weftminfter fchool, and completed his education at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, of which he became a fellow in 1719. In 1723, he accom- 
panied Horace Walpole as lecretary to the embafly at Paris, and was diftin- 
guillicd by him with the higheft marks of confidence and efteem under Jiis 
inftmdions, and from his example, he acquired a conlummatc experience in 
diplomatic concerns. Duiing the abfcnce of tlie embaiiador, he was entrufted 
with the management of the Englilh affairs in France, and conduded himfelf 
with fo much addrefs and ability, that he was not duped even by the afFedcd' 
candour of cardinal Fleury, nor deluded by the artifices of Chauvelin. Great 
command of temper, patience of contradidion, dignity of manner, franknefs 
in receiving, and quicknefs in anfwcring objedions, rendered liim peculiarly 
adapted to counterad the chicanery of the Imperial court, to foften the do- 
mineering and pundilious charader of the Emperor Charles the Sixth, and 
to conciliate the difeordant tempers of the four minillers of the conference -p. 
He continued imniftcr at the court of Vienna from 1730 to 1 748, when he 
was deputed embaflador and joint plenipotentiary witli the earl of Sandw'ich,, 
to conclude tlie peace of Aix la Chapelle. 
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His difpatches are clear and perfpicuous, fo explicit and defcriptive, as to 
convey a faithful pidture of the tempers and charadters of thofe with whom 
he negotiated ; and it was truly (aid of him, that he not only fet down every 
word that was uttered in his conferences with the Imperial minifters, but 
noted even their looks and geftures. Thefe interefling documents contain 
a copious, and alinoll uninterrupted narrative of the tranfadlions between 
England and the court of Vienna, during a period of eighteen years, big 
with events, that threatened the downfal of the houfe of Aullria, which 
was averted by the lieroifm of Maria Therefa, and the interpofition of Eng- 
land. In 1742 he was made knight of the Bath, and foon after the con- 
cluhon of the jx'ace of Aix la Chapelle, returned to England. He was fuc- 
celli\'ely appointed lord of trade, mailer of the great w'ardrobe, and fecietary 
of Hate. In 1761 he was created a j)ecr, by the title of lord Grantham, and 
died in 1770, aged feventy-three. 


CHAPTER THE THIRTY-NINTH: 

1731- 

Biographical IVlemoirs of William Pultmey. — Origin and Progrep of his Mifun- 

derfanding with Walpole. 

T W O errors are principally to be avoided by an author, that undertakes 
to write the life of a miniller, who direded, during fo long a pe- 
riod, the helm of government, and whofe condudl materially affefted the 
interells of Great Britain and the fate of Europe. The firft is fuch a bias of 
affedion and partiality, as to draw a panegyric rather than a hiftory •, the fe- 
cund, anindiferiminate prejudice againft thofe who headed the oppofitlon j and 
who, becaufe they were enemies to Sir Robert Walpole, have been held forth 
by his partifans, as devoid of all principle, and uling, in every inftance, their 
reprobation to his mcafures, as a cloak for malice and rancour. This lall is the 

ufual 
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ulual error of biographers j and yet" it appears extraordinary to a candid Cliapter 39. 

mind, that in order to raife the character of one great man, it niouki fcem j - 

neceflary to debafe all his opfionentsi and that no allowance Ihould be 
made for diflerence of opinion, or inveterate habits and prcpoffeflions. Be- 
caufe the party writers of ojipofition have loaded Walpole with invedive, is 
it juft to afperle his adverfaries with equal virulence ? 

But in no inftance has prejudice been carried to a greater height, than in 
drawing the character and condud of Pulteney, the great leader of oppofi- 
tion. He, above all others, has been expofed to the fiery ordeal of party ; 

not only by the friends of the minifter whom he drove from the helm, 

but alfo by thofc who were once joined with him, and who, dilcon- 
tented at the rlilpofal of offices on the change of adminift ration, railed at 
their former leader, becaule they were not promoted to thofe places which 
they claimed as the reward of their long pcrfevcrance. 

William Pulteney * was defeended from an ancient family, who took Family, 
their furname from a place of that appellation in Leiccfterlhire. His grand- of 

father. Sir William Pulteney, was member of parliament for the city of Weft- rulteney. 
minfter, and highly diftinguithed himfelf in the houfe of commons for his 
manly and fpirited eloquence. 

Of his father, William Pulteney, I find little upon record, except his birth, 
marriage, and death. 

William Pulteney -f-, his eldeft fon, was born in 16S2, received his 
education at Weftminfter fchool, where he greatly improved in claflical 

* Sir William PulteniiV, Knt. 
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Baronefs Bath. 

■ f I am indebted to the kindnefs of the biftiopof Salifbury (Dr. Douglas) for fomc of tliefc 
anecdotes, which relate to the early part of Mr. Pulteiiey’s life. 
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literature ? ami being removed to Chrift Church, Oxford, fo laighly diftlu- 
giiillied hlnifelf by his talents and induftry, that he Was appointed, by dean 
iVldric, to ntakc tlie congratulatory fpecch to queen Anne, on her vifit to 
the college. 

o * I 

Having travelled tluough various parts of Europe, he returned to his 
native country, with a mind highly improved ■, and loon after his return, 
came into jiaiiiamcnt for the borough of Heydon, in Yorklhire, by the inte- 
rell of Mr. Gu\', his protestor and great bcnctaftor. 

Being de'ccjuled trom a Whig family, and educated in revolution prin- 
ciples, I'.e young icnator warmly clpouled that and dicing the whole 

reign of queen Anne op[)ol'ed the meafure.? of the Tories., 

He lirll Ipokc in the houfe on the place bill, wlsich he warmly fujiported, 
.and Tome amendments beii'g made by tlie lords, the difcuflion w.as, by the 
intervention of the miniflry, poflpo.ncd for three days ; during which interval, 
means were found to gain over fcveral who had oppoi'ed the bill, and the 
anaendments feemed likely to be carried. 

The young i'enator, indignant at this apoftacy, and irritated that fcveral 
had, in a few days, totally changed their opinions, animadveiied in a few 
•words on fuch political bafenefs ; and alluding to Sir James Montague 
who after having diftinguiflied himl'elf in opjioiition to the amendments, now 
voted for them, obferved, “ Cerberus lias received his, fop, and barks no 
morej” a remark which flruck the houfe as ready and pertinent. 

He had formed a jufl notion, that no young member ought to prefs into 
public notice with too mucli forwardnels, and fatigue the houfe with long 
orations, until they had act]uired the habit of order and precifion. He was 
often heard to declare, that hardly any perfon ever became a good orator, 
who began with making a fet fpcech. He conceived that circumllanccs of 
the moment fhould impel them to the delivcr)'^ of feti'.iinonts, which fnould 
derive their tenor and application from tlic courle of the debate, and not be 
the refult of previous fludy or invariable arrangement. 

Pulteney and his jiartifans accufed Vv’alpolc of Iteing “ a wretch who 
could not raife 100 ujion his own fccunty in the fame manner, the 
advocates of Walpole accufed Pulteney, with '■nual injuflicc,' of having re- 
ceived favours and bribes from the crown, and cf ingratitude in forfaking 
the miniflcr, to whom he owed great oi)!igations. But both accufations 
•were equally devoid of truth. Pulteney inherited from his father a very con- 

• Afterwards folieitor and attorney genera!, 
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liderable cftati, and had from Henry Guy, the intimate friend of his grand- Chapter 39, 
father, and guardian of his youtli, and who had been fecretary to tlie treafury, 
a legacy of 40,000, and an eftate of 560 a year. He received alio 
with his wife Anna Maria, daugiiter of John Gumley, of Illeworth, a very 
large portion, and increafed this property, by the moll rigid ccconomy, 
which his enemies called avarice ; but which did not prevent him from per- 
forming many adls of charity and beneficence. 

During the whole reign of queen Anne, ^ultc 'cv uniformly e oufed the Parllmien-. 
fide of the Whigs; and lupperted, both by his eloquence r.ad ft ; u.ne, the 
:proteftant fucceffion in the houfc of Hanover. On the profecution of .Sa- 
chevcrel, he ably diflingoilhed himfclf in the houfe of commons, in defence 
of the revolution, againil the doilrines of paffive obedience and non-refilxance. 

When the Tories came into power, in 1710, he was.fo obnoxious to them, 
that his uncle, John Pulteney, was removed from the board of trade. He 
not only took a principal fliare in the debates of tlie four lall years of 
queen Anne, while the Whigs were in oppolition, but was alfo admitted 
into the mod important fecrets of his party, at that critical time, when 
the fucceffion of the Hanover family being fuppofed to be in danger, its 
friends thought themfelves obliged to engage in very bold enteqirifes to fc- 
cure it. He w-as a liberal fublcribcr to a very unprofitable and hazardous 
loan, then fecretly negotiated by the Wiiig party, for tlic ufe of the Em- 
peror, to encourage him to refufe co-operating with the Tory adminiflration 
in making the peace of Utrecht. 

On the ])rolecution of Walpole for high breach of trufl and corruption, 

Pulteney vindicated his friend in a very elegant fpeech ; and on his commit- 
meat to the Tower, was amongll thole who paid frequent vifits to the pri- 
fbner, whom lie, with the reft of the Whigs, confidered as a martyr to 
their cauie*‘. He alfo engaged with Walpole in defending the Whig ad- 
miniflration, and wrote the ironical dedication to the carl of Oxford, pre- 
fixed to Walpole’s account of the pailianicnt, which 1 have before taken 
notice of. , * 

Soon after the death of queen Anne, and before a mdfage liad been re- 
ceived from George tlic Fird, Piiltxmcy, in anfvver to thoic who opj^ofed the 
claufe moved by Horace Waljiole, forgiving i co.coo fit apprelicnding the 
Pretender flioukl lie land, or attempt to'land, iiiany of the king’s domiTiioiis, 

* Pi!-' it'y’t. Anfwtr. 
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obfcrvcci, “ That the proteftant fucceffion was in. danger, as long as there was 
^ a ]X)piili Pretender, who had ipany friends both at honie and abroad ; that the 
late queen w'as fenfiblc of that danger, when flae ilfucd her | iodamation 
againll him ; and that tlie calc was not altered by her demite : that the nation 
W'ould be at no charge if the Pretender did not attempt to land, and if he 
did,- £, 100,000 would be well bellowed to apprehend him *. 

His parliamentary abilities and imitofmity of conduft gave him a very 
honourable claim to diftinction on the acceiiion of George the Flrft. Ac- 
cording]}', on the king’s arrival, and before a meeting of tiie new parliament, 
he was appointed privy counlellor and Iccretary at war, even in oppofition 
totJie inclination of the duke of Marlborough, who, as coijiraander in chief, 
thought himfelf entitled to recommend to that potl f . He was chofen a. 
member ot the committee of fecrecy, nominated by the houte of commons 
to examine and report the fubttance of tlie papers relating to the negotia- 
tion for peace, and on the tuppreffion of the rebellion which broke out in 
Scotland, he moved for the impeachment of lord Widrington, and oppofed 
the motion to addrefs the king, for a proclamation, olfcring a general pardon 
to all w'ho were in arms in Scotland, who lliould lay their arms down within 
a certain time. 

He was at this period fo much ccnnctflcd with Stanhope and Walpole, 
that in allufion to the triple alliance between Great Britain, France, and 
Holland, which was then negotiating by general Stanhope, fecretary of flatc, 
they were called the three pand allies \ and a proverbial faying was current, 
“ are you come into the triple alliance I?” 

But when Stanhope and Walpole took dilTercnt fides, on the fchifm be- 
tw'ecn the Whigs, when Townflaend was difmifled, and Walpole retigned, 
Pulteney followed his friends examjalc, and gave up his place of I'ecretary at 
war. 

When Walpole made a reconciliation between the king and the prince 
of Wales, and negotiated with Sunderland to form a new adminiftration, in 
which he awd lord Townlbend bore the moft cojifjaicuous part, then were firft 
fown thole feeds of clifgutl and difeontent which afterwards burft forth. 

The caufes of this unfortunate mifundertlancling, may be traced from the 
authority of the parties themfelves, or their particular friends. Pulteney 
was offended becaufe Walpole had negotiated with the prince of Wales and 
Sunderland, without communicating the prbgrefs to him, although he had 

• Tinda!, vol. i8. p. 298. -f- Letter to Pulteney, p. 29. 

} Memoirs of the Life andConduft of William Pulteney, efq. p. 17. 
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told It to Mr. Edgecumbe, who indifcrcctly gave an account daily to Pul- 
teney *. , • - 

Another caufe of dil^uft was, that Pulteney, who had hitherto invariably 
proved liis attachment to Townthend and Walpole, expefted to receive 
fome important employment, whereas lie was only offered a jiecrage, and 
when he declined it, more than two years elapfed, before any farther over- 
tures were made ; and though Pulteney at length folicited 'b and obtained 
the office of cofferer of tlie houlhold, in tlie room of the earl of Godol- 
phin, who received a penfion of 5,000 per annum to make vvay for him, 
he deemed that place far below liis jufl expedtations. 

Notwithflanding, however, thefe fecret caufes of difgufl, Pulteney continued 
to fupport the adminiflration. On the communication of the plot in which 
billiop Atterbury was involved, he moved for an addrefs to congratulate the 
king on tlic difeovery of lb dangerous and unnatural a confederacy. He 
was chairman of the (iommittee appointed by the houfe of commons in the 
grofecution ; and (he reiiort which he drew up on that occafion, is a mafter- 
piece of perfpicuily and order. But the difdaintul manner in which he 
conceived he had been treated by Walpole, had made too deep an impref- 
fion on his mind to be eradicated. Finding that he did not pollefs the full 


* The account of this is thus 

fWen by Pulteney himfelf, feveral years after- 
wards, when he was in tht heiglit of oppofi- 
tion. You lent to him one day, as he was 
going out of town, defiling to fpeak inni, 
tliat, wlwn he came, you told him of tliC re- 
conciliation between the late k— and the 

then p of W ; and that a bargain was 

made tor tliole JFhigs^ who liad rcrigne<i their 
emj>loyments, to be [)ut in again by degrees. 
To this liie gentleman replied, ^ HHio pray is 
it^ that hath hail authority to make this bargain V 
Your anfwcr was, ‘ I have done, it zvith the mi- 
ni lli'y, and it zvas hijljhd on that ndmly but lord 
V^ownJJicnd J/mdd hiovo if the tranfatiion. Nei- 
ther lord Cowper, the Stieaker, nor any (^nc elfe 
knew it ; and i her fore we hrpe you zmd not take 
it amifsy that it zoas keU Jia tt fro7U y.ud — ‘ Not 
Jd Paid the gentleman, ^ but I think it very edd^ 
that any one Jhould prefume to take a plenary au- 
thority upon himfelf^ to deal for fucli nutnhtrs as 
zvere concerned, in an affair cf this confecpucnce.^*^ 
^ kVie have n -if /aid you n^aht^ ‘ had our own in- 
te>yjis alone in view, IVe have bargained for all 


our friends j and in due time they will Ic provided 
for, I am to be, laid you, at the hi ad of the 
treafury. Lord Sunderland had a great deflre to 
retain the di/poftion of the fecret fervice money 
to hitttflf ; but / "would by no jueans confent to 
that, knowmg the chief prwer cf a mini Her (and 
J prcflinie fiis profif:\[{\f depends on the difpo- 
ftion of ltd You named feveral oti.ers, who 
were to conic into etnployments ; aiul faid to 
this gentleman ^ . ‘ hiow^ Sir^ that you do not 
value any thing f that kin./', Jo zoe have vllahicd- 
a peerage /or ymb It feems you did not, at 
that lime, prttt nd that \.hv gentleman either ex- 
pcLlcd, or infijicd on any implement:, and there- 
h..re told l)im, that tlic kino had confeiitcd to 
make him a peer. T t) this the gtntlrman re- 
plied Vv’ith Ihmc wrunith, ^ Sir if evey I Jhould 
be mean tnough to fubmit to bring fold, / promfs 
you that yon Jhall never have the felling of me, 
Jl peerage is zvhat feme time or other, j may 
glad of accepting, for the Jake f my family ; hut 
I will never ibtain it by ary hajc tnethif or fab* 
mit to have it got far me on fuck terms by you 
t Pulteney Anfwer. 


^Chapter 39 
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confidence of adminiftration, or difapproyir^ thofe meafu res which tended, 
in his opinion, to raife the power of France on the ruins of the houle of 
Auftria, and which he thought lacrificed the interefts of Great Britain to 
thofe of Hanover, topics on which he afterwards expatiated with great 
energy and unufual eloquence in parliament, he became more and more 
eftranged from his former friends, and exprelfed his difapprobation of their 
meafures both in public and private. At length, his difeontent arrived to 
fo great a height, that he declared his refolution of attacking the minifter in 
parliament. 

Walpole perceived his error in difgufting fo able ah alTociate, and with a 
view to prevent his oppofition to the payment of the king’s debts, liinted to 
him in the houfe of commons, that at the removal of either of the fecre- 
taries of ftate, the minifters defigned him for the vacant employment : but it 
w'as now too late. To this propofal Pulteney made no anfwer, but bowed 
and fmiled, to let him know he underltorxl his meaning 

Pulteney now came forward as the great oppofer of government, and hk 
firll exertion on the fide-of the minority, was on the fubjcel of the' civil 
lift. A meflage being delivered from the king, by Sir E.obert Wal])ole, 
praying the commons to affift him in difeharging the debts of the civil lift, 
Pulteney moved for an addrefs, that an account ihould be laid before the 
houfe, of all the monies paid for lecrct fervicc, penfions, bounties, See. from 
the 25th of Miirch, 1725. This addrefs being voted, a motion was made 
for the houfe to go into a grand committee, to conlider of the king’s mef- 
fage ; but Mr. Pulteney rej)refented, “ That the houle having ordered an 
addrels for feveral papers relating to the civil lift, and other expcnces, they 
ought, in his opinion, to put oft’ the confideration of the melfage, till thole 
papers were laid before the houle ; it being natural to inquire into the 
caufes of a difeafe, before remedies are applied.” This being oppofed by 
Walpole, Pulteney rci)licd, “ That he wondered how fo great a debt could 
be contraded in three years timcj but was not furprifed ibme perfons were 
lb eager to have the deficiencies of the civil lift made good, fince they and 
their friends had lb great a lhare in it j and delired to know, whether this 
was all that was due, or whether they were to expecl; another reckoning 
To tliis it was anfwcred in general, “ That there was indeed a heavy debt 
on the civil lift, and a great maiiy penfions; but that moll of thefe had 
been granted in king William and queen Anne’s reigns; fome by king 
Charles the Second, and very few by his prefent majefty. That, fince the 


* Fiilteney’s Anfwer, p, 51, 
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cm! lift Was firft fettled for his majefty, an expence of above £. 90,000 per Chapter 39. 
annum had happened, which could not then be fbrefeen, aiul therefore was 
left unprovided for. That, upon examination of the account of the civil lift 
debts, it would appear, that moft of thofe expences were cither for the nccef- 
fary fupport of the dignity of the crown and government, or for the public 
good. That there was indeed a penfion of £. 5,000 of another nature, upon 
the account of the cofferer’s place, but which could not well be avoided, for 
both lord Godolphin, who was in that olHce, and his father, had fo W'ell tle- 
ferved of the government, that they could not handlbmely remove him with- 
out a gratuity, and therefore they gave him a pention of £. 5,000 to make 
room for the worthy gentleman who now enjoys the poll**’.” 

Pulteney oppoled the motion in every ftcj), until the third reading, when 
he voted for the payment of the king’s debts j and he himfcif thus accounts 
for his conduft in this particular: “ The hfc kin^ had of himlelf, or as he 
v/as adviicd by his minijieys^ frecpicntly tried the 'icrAleman on this point, and 
ufed to perfuade him to be for it. He ufed all the arguments he could; 
urged to him all the motives he thought could poffibly engage him, but all 
to no purpofe. He continued inflexible. At lengtli, the hhig laid to him, 
it is hard you will not let me be an honeft man. What would you, continued 
his majefty, think yourfelf of onCy who refufed to pay Ins biUihcr, his baker, and 
other honej} tradefmen ? — To this the replied, not a little affebled 

\vith his majefty’s laft argument, God forbid that he fhoiild prevent his ma- 
jcfly from aElhig fitch an honeft part. It was not his intention. IVhat he 
meant to do was conjiflent %vith his duty as n Icrvant to his majefty, ana ngree- 
able to his duty as a reprefentative of the people. He meant only to expoje 
that iinnecefary profttfion xvhuh. had been made in iccret lervicc money, 
penfions, &c. 'That the money vohich Jlamld have paid his honeft tradelmen,'. 
was by thefe means diverted. His view therefore was to get a ceniure oi fuck 
■prat'iices, and to prevent their becoming precedents ; nor iiad he any delign 
of depriving the honejl creditors of their juft debts; and this was the realon,, 
when it came to the laft inftance, why this gentleman voted for the (jucllion;, 
which his majefty underftood vjry w'cll to be agreeable to the promiic he 
had made, liowever myfterious it might appear to others, and whicli the 
gentleman was fully perfuaded .to be juft in iifelf, and confiftent wnth his 
duty as a fervant to the crozvn -j'.” 

* Tindal, vol. 19. p. $24) 525. 
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He was foon -afterwards dirmiflcci from displace of cofftrer of the houf- 
hold, and from this period catered into a fyftcmatic oppofition to the mi- 
nifler. Pulteney proved hiinlelf To formidable, that Walpoj^ again endea- 
voured to gain liim over, and about the time of Town (bend’s refignation, 
queen Caroline * oflered him a peerage, together with the poll of fecretary 
of (late for foreign affairs, if he would again join his old co-adjutor; but Pul- 
teney rejected the offer, and dcclaretl his fixed refolution never again to ad. 
with Sir Robert Walpole. 

The moil violent altercations pafled in the houle of commons between 
them; their heat againrt each other feemed to increafe in proportion witli 
their former intimacy, and neither was deficient in farcaftic allufions, violent 
acculations, and virulent invedives. 

Oa the ninth of February, 1726, Pulteney macle a plaulible motion for 
the aj)poihtment of a committee to ftate the public debts, as they flood on 
the 25th of December, 17 x4, with the debts which had been incurred fince 
that time, till the 25th December 1725, diftinguillring how much of the 
faid debts had been provided for, and how much remained unprovided for 
l)y parliament. He was feconded ’oy Daniel Pulteney, and fupj->ortcd by 
Sir Jofeph Jekyl. In oppofition, Walpole endeavoured to (bew, that fucli 
an inquiiy was unrealbnable and prepofterbus, and that it might give a 
dangerous wound to public credit af this critical jundure, when monied 
men were already too much alarmed by the appearances of an approaching 
wax', urging, that in the prefent poJlurc of affairs, the commons could not 
better exprefs their love to their country, than by making good their pro- 
miles and alfurances at the beginning of this feffion, and by raifing, with 
the greatefl difpatch, the nccelfary Ibpplies, to enable the king to make 
good his engagements, for the welfare of his fuisjeds, to difappoint the hopes 
of the enemies, to his government, and to repel any infults that might be 
offered to his crown and dignity, Barnard, member for the city of London, 
confirmed the affertion of the minifler, as to the danger of increafing the 
alarm of monied men, which had already ib much aff'eded public credit, that 
the flocks had within a few weeks fallen 12 or 14 percent. Sir Thomas 
Pcngclly having fpoken for the motion, Walpole again replied ; on which 
Pultcnt-y declared, “ That he made this motion with no other view, than to 
give, tb.at greai nmi an ojxportunity to fhew his integrity to the whole world, 
which vvculd fiailh his tublime charabler.” To this Waijioic aniwered, “ That 
tliis compliment would have come out with a better grace, and appeared 
more fincere, when that fine gentleman had himfelf a flxare in the manage- 

• From the earl of Orford. Life of bifliop Newton. 
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tncnt of the public money, than now he was out of place *. Sutli pctu- Gr^aptei^ 
lant altercations betw'cen tlicfe two able fpeakers, caufed much clitlatisfadlion " * 73 i- 
to thofe independent members who vvilhed well to the Hanover line, and who 
generally fupported or oppofed all quelliSns from convidion, without'being 
influenced by party motives. This oppofition of Pultency was fo app;trently 
didated by pcrfonal refentment, that ieveral who would otherwife have con- 
fidered the motion juft and rcafonable, voted againft it. Many deemed it 
ill-timed, and calculated to hurt public credit, and to draw an odium on the 
houfe of commons, and accordingly fupported the minifter i for thele reafons 
the motion was negatived by 262 againft 89-1-. 

Pultcney now placed himl'clf at the head of the difeontented Whigs ; he, 
in conjundion with Bolingbroke, his ancient antagonift, became the principal 
lupporter of the Craftfman, to which paper he gav'e many clTays, and furniChed 
hints and obfervations. 

At this period, Pultency was greatly courted by the foreign minifters of Courted bi 
thofe powers who were difplcafed with the meafurcs of the Britilh cabinet, 
and by none more than by Palm, the Imperial embafliidor, who caballed 
with the oppofition, and endeavoured fo overturn the miniftry 

The controverfy in 1731, which paffed between Pultency and Walpole’s Controvert 
friends and pamphleteers, widened the breach, and rendered it irreparable. 

The Craftfman was full of invedives againft Walpole, and the nieafures of 
his adniiniftration. In anfwer to this paper, a pamjflilet was publilhed 
under the title of Sedition and Defamation Difplayed ; in a letter to the 
author of the Craftfman, with a motto from Juvenal, 

aliqiiid brevibus Gyaris, carcere (lignum. 

Si vis CjU'e aliquis. 

It contained a violent, and, according to the I'pirit of the political pamphlets 
of the times, a fcurrilous abufe of Pulteney and Bolingbroke. The cha- 
rader of Pulteney is pourtrayed in the colours of party, in a dedication to 
the patrons of the Craftfman ; and his oppofition is wholly attributed to 
difappointed ambition and pcrfonal pique. In anfwer to this pamphlet, 
which he fuppofed to be written by lord Hervey, the great friend and fup- 
porter of Sir Robert Walpole, he wrote, “ A proper Reply to a late fcurrilous 
Libel, intilled. Sedition and Defamation Difplayed, in a Letter to the Author 
by Caleb D' Anvers, of Grafs Inn, Efq. 

In this pamphlet, Mr. Pulteney introduces the charader of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, which it muft be confelfed does not yield, either in fcurrllity or mifrepre- 
fentation, to that of Pulteney, given in Sedition and Defamation Difplayed. 

*■ Chandler. J Letter from Palm to the Kmperor, De- 

f Thomas Brodrick to lord chancellor Mi- cembtr 1 7, 1 726. Correfpondence. 
dleton, February 10, 1726. Midieton Papers, 
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Period V. Jn this publication, the author treated lord Hervey * with fuch contempt,. 
i7.jotoj734. and laflicd him vvith fuch ridicule, in allufion to his effeminate appearance, 
as a fpecies of half-man and half-woman, which Pqijc, in his charafter of 

Sporus, 


• John* lord Hervey, elded Ton of John ought to repair the injury that party has done 

the firft earl of Bridol, was born in 1696. to fome part of his chara^fer/’ and in fa6f, it 

He came firft into parliament foon after the is neccflary ; for never was man more expofed 

acceifion of George the Firft, was appointed to ridicule, and laftied with greater fevcrily, 

vice- chain herb in to the khig in 1730, in than lord Hervey has been expofed and lallied^ 

t733 was created a peer, and in 1740 was by the fatirical pen of Pope. If we may credit 
conftituted lord privy feal, from which poft the fatirift, who has delineated his chara6ter 

he was removed in 1742. He died in 1743. under the name of Sporus, he was below all 

He took a confiderable' ftiare in the political contempt; a man without talents, and with^ 
tranfa<ftions of the times, and was always a out one folitary virtue to compenfate for ilic 

w'arm advocate on the fide of Sir Robert Wal- moft ridiculous foibles, and the moft abandon'* 

pole* Tindal * has obferved, ‘‘ that hiftory ed profligacy. 

** Let Sporus tremble.— A. What, that thing of filk, 

^ Sporus, that mere white curd of aftes milk t 
Satire or fenfe, alas ! can Sporus feel? 

Who breaks a butterfly upon a wheel? 

P. Yet let me flap this bug with gilded wings, 

Tins painted child of dirt, that ftinks and fings. See, 

Eternal fmiles his emptinefs betray, 

As fliallow dreams run dimpling all tlie way. 

Whether in florid impotence he fpeaks, 

And, as the prompter breathes, the puppet fqueaks; 

Or at the ear of Eve, familiar toad, 

Half froth, half venom, fpits himfelf abroad, &c. 

Amphibious thing! that afting either part. 

The trifling head, or the corrupted heart, 

Fop at the toilet, flatterer at the board, 

Now trips a lady, and now ftruts a lord. 

Eve’s tempter thus the Rabbins have expreft, 

A cherub’s face, a reptile all the reft, 

Bcautv that ftiocRs you, parts that none will triift, 

“ Wit tliat can creep, and pride that licks the duft.*' 


Hov^ever 1 may admire the powers of the 
fatirift, 1 never could read this pafliige without 
clifguft and horror ; difguft at the indelicacy 
of the allufions, horror at the malignity of the 
poet, in laying- the foundation of his abiife 
on the loweft Tpecies of fatire, perfonal invec- 
tive, and what is dill worfe, on ficknefs and 
debility. The poet has fo much diftorted this 
portrait, that he has in one inftance made the 
obje^ of his fatire, what oiiglit to have been' 
the fubje^ of his praife, the rigid abfti- 
nence to which lord Hervey unalterably ad- 
heredi from the necclTity of preferving his 
health. Lord Hervey having frit fomc at- 
tacks of the epil^fy, entered upon, and per^ 
fifted in a very ftruft regimen, and thus ftopt 


the progrefs, and prevented the efFefe of that 
dreadful difeafe. His daily food was a fmaU 
quantity of aflTes milk, and a flour bifeuit ; 
once a week he indulged himfelf with eating 
an apple : he ufed emetics daily. To this rigid 
•abftemioufncfs, Pope malignantly alludes, when 
he fays. 

The mere white curd of afles milk.” 

In fliort, I agree with the ingenious editor of 
Pope, “ Language cannot afford more glowing 
or more forcible terms to exprefs the utmoft 
bitternefs of contempt. We think we are here 
reading Milton againft Salmafius. The raillery 
is carried to the very verge of railing, fome will 
faiy, ribaldry^ He has armed his mufe with .a 
fcalping knife*’* 


• YoV 20, p. 83, 
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Sporus, has no lefs illiberally adopted, that lord Hcrvey was highly offended, Chapter jq 
a duel * enlued, and Pulteney flightly wounded his ahtagonift.' It afterwards _ ‘ 73 f- 

appeared that lord Hervey did not compofe this pamphlet j and Pulteney 
ivcknowledged his miflake, and imputed it, without fufficient authority, to lord-Ht-rvey 
Walpole himfelf -f. 

As one great fource of obloquy vented by the minifterial writers agalnft 
Pulteney, was bis junction with Bolingbroke, who, when driven from his 
country, had efpoufed the party of tire Pretender, a letter, by Bolingbroke, 
aj:)peared in the Craftfman, of May 22, 1731, with the liAitious name of Old- 
calllc, which, after heaping many charges on the minifter, drew the chara( 5 lers 
of Pulteney and Bolingbroke in a moft favourable light, and vindicated them 
from the imputations of the writers on the fide of government. 

This letter produced an anfwer, intituled, “ Remarks on the CraftfmatCs 
Vindication of his Ttvo Honourable Patrons y in his Paper of May 22, 1731. 

Par nobile fratrum ; 

In which the two charaders commended by the Craftfman, were attacked with 
increaling afperity, and Pulteney was loaded with the moft virulent pcrfonal 


May we not afk, with the f;ime author, 

Can this be the nobleman whom Midleton, 
in his dedication to the Hiftory of the Life of 
Tiilly, has fo ferioufly, and fo earneftly 
prailed, for his ftrong good fenfe, his confum- 
mate politenefs, liis real patriotifm, his rigid 
temperance, his thorough knowledge and de- 
fence of the laws of his country, his accurate 
flijll in hiftory, his unexampled and unre- 
inltted diligence in literary purfuits, wlio add- 
ed credit to this very hlftory, as Scipio and 
Laelius did to that of Polibius, by reviling and 
correcting it, and brightening ii, (as he ex- 
prelfes it) by the Itrokes of liis pencil?*’ 
INIay we not alfo afk, Is this the nobleman 
who wrote forae of the bed political pam- 
phlers which appeared in defence of Walpole’s 
adminilfration ? who, though fometimes too 
florid and pompous, was a frequent and able 
fpeaker in parliament, and who, for his poli- 
tical abilities, was raifed to the poft of lord 
privy fcal ? In truth, lord Hervey poflelfed 
more than ordinary abilities, and much clalfi- 
cal erudition ; he was remarkable for his wit, 
and the number and appofitenefs of liis re- 
partees. 

Although his manner and figure were at firfl: 
acquaintance highly forbidding, yet he feldom 
lailed to render himfelf, by his lively conver- 
fation, which Pope calls, 

** The well whip’d cream of courtly common 
fenfe,*’ 

au entertaining companion to thofe whom he 


wiflied to conciliate. Hence he coniiuered the 
extreme prejudice wdiich the king had con- 
ceived againil him, and from being detefted, he 
became a great favourite. He was particuhrly 
agreeable to queen Caroline, as he helped to 
enliven the uniformity of a court., with fpright- 
ly repartees and lively falJies of wit. 

His cool and manly condurt in the duel 
with Pulteney, proved neither want of fpirit 
to relent an injury, or defleieucy of courage 
in the hour of danger, and he compelled hi.s 
adverlary to refpeft his conduct, though he 
had laiirifed his perfon. 

His defects were extreme affectation, bitter- 
nefs of inventive, prodigality of flattery, and 
great fervility to thole above him, 

Horace, earl of Orlord, has given a lilt of 
his political writings, in the Catalogue of 
Royal and Noble Authors; and among the 
Orford Papers, are draughts of feveral of thole 
pamphlets which were fubrnirted to Sir Robert 
Walpole. Some are corre< 5 ted by him, in 
others, the miniller made confidcrable addi- 
tions. Sec Warton*s Pope, vol. 4. p. 44, 
45, 46. Opinions of Sarah duchefs of Marl- 
borough, Article, lord Htf i ey. 

• An account of the duel is given in a let- 
ter from Tliomas Pelham to earl Waldcgrave, 
Janiu^ry 28, 1731. Correfpondence, Period V. 

f It was written by Sir William Ypungc, 
fecretary at war, as he himfelf informed the 
late lord Hardwicke. 
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Period V, ' abu(e, by ranfacking his private life, prying into his domeftic concerns and 
11730101734. family tranfadions, by accufing him of ading folely from difappointment 
*’V' * and revenge, of being governed by veteran Jacobites, of difrefped to the 

king, ingratitude to the nlinifter, of fluring the bounties, and adding to the 
penfions of the crown, and of having obtained the fee-fimple of 9^000 
per annum, by the favour, indulgence, and alTillance of the minifter, whom 
he had fworn to deftroy *. Perhaps he would have aded a more prudent 
and dignified part, in not making any reply to the invedive of a party pam- 
phlet y but, as he conceived it to have been written, or at leaft the mate- 
rials to have been furnithed by the minifter, his indignation was roufed, and 
he publilhed an animated defence of himfelf and his own condud, a 
work to which I have frequently alluded, as containing much curious in- 
formation on the origin and progrefs of the quarrel between him and Wal- 
pole. It is ftyled, Jn Anfwer to One Part of a late infamous Libely intituled, 
“ Remarks on the Craftfman's Vindication of his Two Honourable Patrons in 
tvhich the charaBer and conduB of Mr. P. is fully vindicated. Addrefling 
it to Sir Robert Walpole, he fays of the pamphlet in which he had been fo 
indecently abufed, “ There are feveral paflages of feerct hiftory in it, falfely 
“ Hated and mifreprefented, which could come from nobody but yourfelf. 
“ You might, perhaps, employ fome of your mercenaries to work them up 
*’■ for you ; but the ingredients are certainly your own.” 

In the courfe of the defence, Mr. Pulteney gives us his account of the con- 
verfation about making him fecretary of ftatc, which he accufes Walpole of 
having difclofed, and milreprefented. And as Walpole had thrown out to 
him the bait of the fecretaryfliip, to prevent, if poffible, his oppofing the pay- 
ment of the king’s debts, the fecret hiftory of that tranfadion, as far as Pulteney 
was concerned, is laid before the public. Having gone through that part of 
his defence, he proceeds, “ Since now w'e are upon the heads of fecret hiftory, 
•which you have opened, I muft explain another point in this gentleman’s de- 
fence, concerning the reconciliation between his late majefty and the prefent 
king, from whence it will appear, whether you or this gentleman was moft 
greedy of employments, and who difeovered the trueft zeal for the honour of 
his prefeat majefty •f'.” That part of his fecret converfation which related to 
George the Second, then prince of Wales, is here fubjoined. 

“ But pray. Sir (continued the gentleman) Jince you acquaint me with the terms' 
you have made for me, what are thofe you have made for the P — , tv ho hath 
aBed fo honourable and Jleady a part to thofe with whom he engaged, and 
who are now in oppojition to the court ? To this you anfwered w'ith a fneer. 
Why He is to go to court again, and He will have his drums and his guards, 

• P. 37 * t Anfwer to an infamous Libel, p. 53. 

and 
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and fuch fihI things. At this the gentleman was aftoniflied, and thought 
proper to prefs you a little further, by alking you, whether the P — xvas to 

be left regent again, as he had been zvhen the king zvent out of England. No, 

faid you, why should He? / replied the gentleman, have you Jlipu- 

latedfor a ftare of royalty for yourfelf, on the king's departure, and is the P — 
to live like a private lubje<fl, of no confeqtieHce in the kingdom F — The gentleman 
avers, upon his honour, that your anfwcr was this. He does not de- 
serve IT. — We have done too much for him; and if it was 
TO be done aoain, we would not do so much. — Upon this, the 
gentleman went dircdtly to the P — (with whom lie then had fome credit) 
and humbly reprefented upon what terms the reconciliation was founded. 

He tokl him that he was fold to his father's minifers, by perfons who con- 
fidered nothing but themfelves and their own intereft, and were in hafte to 
make tlieir fortunes. This was thought by him to have had fome weight, 
at that time, with the P — , though the gentleman did not think it proper to 
tell him the whole that had palled, and relate what you faid of him in fo un- 
grateful a manner 

The difclofure of this fecret converfation, and of the contcmpluous ex- Struck out oi 
preflions which Walpole is faid to have uttered .againft the king, when prince 
of Wales, inllcad of irritating him againft the minifter, only railed his refent- idlors. 
ment higher againft Pulteney. Franklin, the printer of the pamphlet, was ar- 
refted ; Pulteney’s name was ftruck out of the lift of privy counlellors, and 
he was put out of all commiffions of the jicace -f , mcafures whicli tended to 
render the breach irreparable. Such ivas indeed the bitternefs of party, and 
the animofity againft the minifter, that Pulteney docs not hefitatc to ticclare, 
that “ the oppofition had come to a determined refolution, not to liften to any 
treaty whatfoever, or from whomfoever it may come, in zvlmh the firft and 
principal condition fliould not be to deliver him up to the juflice of the country 

When fuch virulent inveftives were call on both tides, it was hardly pof- 
fible to fuppofe that any compromilc could be effected ; and Pulteney con- 
tinued invariably to oppofc the meafures of Walpole, and was principally 
inftrumental in driving him from the helm of affairs. But although in the 
zeal of party, and in the warmth of debate, thele two great men reviled each 
other with fo much acrimony, yet even in the houfe of commons they fre- 
quently entered into converlation on the molt amicable terms; and as 
Pulteney always, though in oppofition, fat on the treafury bench, thele op- 
portunities were very frequent. Dr. Pearce, bifliop of Rocheftec, recorded 
anecdotes of their eafy manner of converfing, which reflefts the higheft lio- 
nour on both parties. 

• Anfwer to an infamous Libel, p. jj, 56. t Tindal, v. 20. p. 104. 

t Mr. Pulteney’s Anfwer, p. 47. 
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“ Mr. Pultcney fitting upon the fame bench with Sir Robert Walpole in the 
houTe of commons, laid, “ Sir Robert, I' have a favour to atk of you.” O my 
good friend Pulteney, faid Sir Robert, what favour can you have to aflc of 
me ? It is, faid Mr. Pulteney, that Dr. Pearce may not fuffer in his prefer- 
ment for being my friend. 1 promilc you, returned Sir Robert, that he fliall 
not. Why tlien I hope, faid Mr. Pulteney, that you will give him the 
•deaner}' of Wells. No, replied Sir Robert, 'I cannot promife you that for 
him, for it is already promifed.” 

Sir Robert having afterwards obtained for him the deanery of Winchefter, 
his friend Mr. Pulteney, congratulating him on his promotion, faid to him, 
“ Dr. Pearce, though you may think that others befides Sir Robert have 
contributed to get you that dignity, yet you may depend upon it, that he is 
all in all, and that you owe it entirely to his good-will towards you ; aixl there- 
fore, as I am now fo engaged in oppofition to him, it may happen, that fome 
who are of our party may, if there fliould be any oppofition for members 
of parliament at ^Vinchefter, prevail upon me to aft there in affiftance of 
fome friend of our’s ; and Sir Robert, at the fame time, may alk your affill- 
ance in the eleftion for a friend of his own, againft one whom we recom- 
mend. I tell you, therefore, beforehand, that if you comply with my re- 
queft, rather than Sir Robert’s, to whom you are fo much obliged, I lhall have 
the worle opinion of you. Could any thing be more generous to tlie dean 
as a friend, or to Sir Robert, to whom in other reljxifts he was a declared 
opponent * 


CHAPTER THE FORTIETH: 

1733- 

IValpolc propofes to take Half a Million from the Sinking Fundy for the Service of 
the current Year. — Encroachments from its firfl EJiablifhment to this Motion . — 
Oppoftion to the Bill. — Subfiance of the Reafons on both Sides. — It pajj'es the 
Houfe. — Subfequent Encroachments. — Beneficial Confeqiiences which would 
have been derived from appropriating the Produce to the Liquidation of the 
Debt. — III Confequences of alienating it: — Motives which induced the Minijler 
to take that Method of raifing Supplies. 

T he laft accounts which I had occafion to give of the parliamentary 
proceedings and domeftic events, were carried down only to May 1 730. 
The hopes of a divifion amongft the Whigs, and of the minifters, all gave 

• Life of Pearce. 
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energy to the leaders of oppofition ; but the ill fuccefs of their exertions, 
and the uninterrupted quiet and profijerity of the country, during the two 
fucceeding years, render the domeftic hiftory barren of events, and aflbrd 
little w'orthy of mention in the jjfe of the minifter. But the fixth 
fcllion of the third feptennial parliament, which o|3ened on the 17th of Ja- 
nuary 1733, is diftinguilhed by two meafures of Sir Robert Walpole j of 
which the firft, to take half a million from the finking fund, though con- 
trary to the national intereft, was carried by a large majority ; and the fe- 
cond, which was the cxcilc fclieme, though evidently calculated for the ad- 
vantage of the eovintry, met with fucli violent oppofition, as induced the 
minifter to relinquilh it. 

This chapter will be confined to the difeuffion of the Important queftion 
concerning the alienation of the finking fund ; a meafure which has incurred 
the bitter cenfure of moft writers who have (peculated on the lubjeeft of 
finance, and which feems to be the greateft blot in the adminiftration of the 
minifter. In this difquifition, I lhall endeavour to ftate, the deviations from, 
and encroachments on the finking fund, until it was finally perverted from 
its original ufe, and inftead of being emploj'^cd in the liquidation of the 
national debt, became a fund for the current fervice of the year ; to Ihcw 
the beneficial confequences which would have refulted from following the 
original defign ; and to confidcr the motives which induced the minifter to 
counteradt his own great eftablifhment, and to entail a debt on the natioir, 
which, if it could not have been entirely paid off, might at leaft have bee.n 
conliderably diminifhed. 

When the houfe of commons paffed an adl for the cftablifliment of a 
fund for applying the furplufles of duties and revenues to the liqui- 
dation of the national debt, called in fubfequent afts the linking fund, the 
words to appropriate them to that puqx)fe were as ftrong as could be found, 
io and for none other ufe, intent, or purpofe whatfoever. 

During the whole reign of George the Firft, it was invariably appropriated 
to its original purpoles, and rather than encroach upon it, money w.as bor- 
rowed upon new taxes, when the fupplies in general might have been raifed, 
by dedicating the furplufles of the old taxes to the current fervices of the year*. 
Even in the infancy of the eftablifhment, when its operations were neceflarily 
very confined, great advantages were derived even from this (mail furplus j 
the national intereft was immediately reduced from 6 to 5 per cent. ; 
£.y ^0,000 in old exchequer bills were paid off in 1719J and it appeared, 
% the report of the houfe of commons, that from 1717 to 1728, it had dif- 
charged £. 2,698,416, and that its average amount was;^. 1,200,000. 

• Price’s Appeal on the National Debt, Sinclair, p. 106. 
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It had no fooner attained tliis jirogreffive power, than its operations were 
fuJ’pended. Between 1727 and 1733, tevcral encroadmients had been made, 
either by alienating the taxes which yielded the iurpluffes, or by charging the 
intereft of fcvcral loans ilj)on the ilnplutrcs appro|)riated to the payment of 
the debt. But although this jneafure was in clfed the fame as depriving it 
of grois fums (there being no difference between taking the annual intereft 
of a fum, and that fum itl'clf) yet as thefe encroachments were not literally 
cllred invafions of the fund, they feem to have met with little oppofition. 

However, in 1733 an 0{)en attack was made. Half a million being voted 
for the lervice of the enfuing year, the minifter propofed to take that fum 
from the iinking fund, and by that means to continue the land rax at one 
{hilling in the pound; adding, that if this motion fliould be objected to, he 
Ihould move for a land tax of two {hillings in the pound, there being no other 
means of providing for the current expences. • 

• This motion juftly occalioned a long and violent debate, and the ftrengtii 
of the argument undoubtedly lay on the fide of oppofition. The whole 
fubftance of the rcaibns, which the minifter could urge in defence of this vio- 
lation of his own principles, was the neccffity of giving cafe to the lauded in- 
tereft, and the dread of the jiubUc creditors to have their debts difeharged. 
On this occalion he adv'anced dfis remarkable pofition, that the lituation of 
the country, and the cafe of the public creditors was altered fo much fince 
the^eftablithment of the finking fund, that the competition among them was 
not w'ho flioukl be the firfe, but who Ihouki be the laft to be paid, an af- 
lertion, which none of the oppofition ventured to contradid, and therefore 
may be confidered as true. He alio added, that although the finking fund 
was ellublilhed for the payment of the .debts, yet it was ftill fubjed to the 
difpoi'al of parliament; and whenever it appeared, that it could be more pro- 
perly and beneficially applied to fome other ufe, the legiflaturc load a power, 
and ought to difpofe of it in that manner. 

On the other fide, the oppofition argued, that the facred depofit foi* 
difeharging the debts and abolifliing the taxes, ought not to be applied to 
any ufe, except in calcs of extreme neceflity, which were not now apparent ; 
that the affenting to the motion was in fadl robbing poftcrity of ^. 300,000, 
and the progreffive intereft of that fum, for a trifling cafe to thenifelves. 
They reminded him of his inconfiftency, in cleftroying his own darling pro- 
jed, and undermining the boafted monument of his own glory; and Sir 
John Barnard emphatically urged, " that the author of fuch an expedient 
niuft exped the curfes of pofterity.” 

Thefe, arguments, however, did not affed the dccifion of the houfe of 
commons. The influence of the minifter, aided by the co-operation of the 
4 landed. 
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laiKledv-monied, and popular interells, triumphed over oppofitionj and the Chapter 40. 
motion was carried by a majority of no voices, 245 againft 135, '*733. 

The practice of alienating the fmking fund having been once fanftioned 
by parliament, was continued without intermilhon. In 1734 1,200,000, 

or the whole produce of the year, was taken from it ; in 1735 and 1736, it 
was anticipated and mortgaged. “ Thus expired,” obferves Dr. Price, perhaps 
w'ith more enthufiufm than truth, “ after an exiftence of a few years, the 
linking fund ; that facred blcffing (as it was once thought) and the nation’s 
only hope. Could it have efcaped, it would long before this time have eafed 
Britain of all its debts, and left it fafe and happy.” 

In regard to the beneficial confcqucnccs which muft have refulted from 
the due adminiftration of the finking fund, many words are not wanting to 
prove that point. Without eflimating the advantages as highly as the oppo- 
nents of the miniflcr, or Dr. Price, it may fairly be inferred, from the ftatc- . 
ment of Walpole himlclf, that had the produce been applied to thatpurpofe, 
from its firll eftablifiiment in 1716 to 1739, the year in which the war with 
Spain commenced, tliat more than 20 millions of the national debt might have 
been cafily paid off, whereas only £. 7,190,740 were difeharged *. 

The ill confequenccs to the public of alienating the fmking fund, are fo 
notorious and evident, that it is not my intention to juftify Sir Robert Wal- 
pole ; on the contrary, he deferves, and has fufficiently incurred the cenfure of 
pofterity, w'ho liave fuftered by this meafure. But while we blame this con- 
duft in its full latitude, let us not follow the example of thole Ijjeculatu'e 
writers, who do not fufficiently weigh exilling circumltances, negled: to con- 
fitlcrthe temper oft lie times and thefituation of the country, and who judge 
of the meafures puifued by government in 1733, from thofc wliicJi Ijave 
been purfued in fubfequent times. In juftice to the memory of a minifter, 
who feems to have liicrificcd every objeft for the prclervation of interior 
tranquillity and external pcvace, let us confidcr the motives which induced him 
to propofe the alienation of the finking fund, which cannot be better illuf- 
tratecl, than in the words of a very judicious writer on finance. 


* The oppofit'on compuJed, but on very 
erroneous c.ilculations, chat at Chrllinias 1 733, 
£. ^i,POO,ooo have been paid off more 
than had been dilchargtd, and Dr. Price ob- 
ferves, “ Had it, from tlie year 1732, been 
allowed to increafe lieyond this (except from' 
*he intereft or debts paid by .it,) and bepn ap- 
plied foj' the lirtl twenty-five ye.ns to the pay- 
*!ient of debts, bearing 4 per cent, iiiterefl, 


and afterwards to the payment of debts, bear- 
ing 5 per cent, it wonlil (in the prefent year 
1781) have completed the redeinvition of more 
than one hundred and fixty niilhons of tieln-, 
leavin.j the public, during this whole period, iu 
poflelUon of all the fiirpltiflts vvhiclt have stifi'ii 
in tlie revenue beyond £, i,2u,ooo, except 
tl'.ofe produced by redemptions 

§ Price on Amiuiticcy voL i. p. 
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/* Hicfe fteps of admini%ftion I neither cenfi^or approve of. ..rtnufl 
fuppole every ftatefman to have good reafons for doing what he does, unlefs 
I can difeoyer that his motives are bad. May not the landed intereft, who 
compofed the parliament, have infilled ui^on fuch a diminution of their 
load May not the proprietors of the public debts have infilled, on their 
fide, that no money out of the finking fund fliouid be thrown into their 
Jiands, while the bank was making loans upon the land and malt duties at 
.3 per cent. ? Migijt not the people have been averfe to an augmentation 
of taxes ? Wjien three fucli confiderable interells concur in a feheme, whicli 
in its ultimate though diftant confequences, mull end in the notable preju- 
dice of })erpetuating the debts, although opportunities oiler to diminiili 
them, what can govenvmcnt do ? I'hey mull fubmit ; and, which is wori'c, 
they cannot well avow their reafons. 

“ Such combinations mull occur, and frequently too, in every flate loaded 
with debts, where the body of 'the people, the landlords, and the creditors, 
find an advantage in the non-payment of the national debt. It is for this 
rcafon, 1 imagine, the bell way to obviate the bad confequences of lb llrong 
an influence in parliament, would be, to appropriate the amount of all fink- 
ing funds in fuch a manner, as to put it out of a nation’s power to mifapply 
them, and by this means force them either to retrench their extraordinary 
cxpences, or to impofe taxes for defraying them 

Thefe obfervations arc prefe^llyqull, and confonant to the’fpirit and tem- 
per of the times; nor did any meafure of Waljwle’s adminiHration more con- 
ciliate the favour of the landholders, monied men, and people, than tiic 
alienation of the finking fund, fo jullly deprecated by pollerity, yet fo much 
applauded by his contemporaries. 

For a long' period after the acceffion^ of George the Firll, the greater part 
of the landed interell had uniformly bp|)oled government. With a view to 
ingratiate the new family with thefe perfons, who formed a large party in the 
houfe of commons, the miniller had lowered the land tax to- three and then 
to two fliillings in the pound, and this meafure had given the adminiflration 
great popularity. It had moll effeftually galled the ojipofition, and brought 
over many friends to government ; and it was truly faid by Henry Pelham, 
in the houfe of commons, “ Gentlemen may talk as they pleafe df what was 
done in lall feflion of parliament; but 1 can fay, that in all places where I 
hayc fince been, I have had the pleafure of receiving the thanks of the peor 
gle, for the cafe then given to the landed interell; and whatever glofs may 


* Stcuart’i Political CEconomy, vol. a, page 39 1. 
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HOW he put ujx>u that afilir, yet I know that fiptne gentlemen, who app^red 
againll it, were heard to fay at the time tlwt affair was mentioned, it will 
(j^eafe the country too much, anef therefore we muft endeavour^to render it 
abortive^* I will, indeed, do the gentlemen tlie j-uftice to believe that they 
then Ipoke as they thoughr ; and they then did whsU: they could to prevent 
the fuccefs of a defign, by which his majefly’s adminiftration has gained the 
flivour and thexfieem of the generality of the landholders in England 

The monied men were no lefs fatisfial. The minifter liimlelf informs u» 
of their {)rinciplcs : “ Tlie linking fund” he fays, “ was now grown to a great 
maturity, produced annually about 1,200,000, and became almoft a terror 
to all the individual proprietors of the public debts. The high ftate of credit, 
the low rate of interell, and the advancetl price of the (locks and funds above 
par, made the great monied companies, and .all their proprietors, apprehend 
nothing more than being obliged to receive their principals too fait j and it 
became almott the univerl'al confent of mankind, that a million a year was as 
much as the creditors of the public could bear to receive, in difeharge of 
lurt of their principal ■ j* .” 

As to the ^ople at large, it is always more agreeable to them to defray 
the current expences by alienating a linking fund, than by impofing a new tax. 
Every tax is (clt, foon occafions murmurs, and meets with fome oppofi* 
tion. In proportion as the taxes are multiplied, two difficulties arife j the peo- 
ple more loudly complain of every new import, and it becomes more difficult 
to find out frefh fubjefts of taxation, or to augment (he ok) levies. But a tem- 
porarj' fulpenfion of the payment of tlie‘debt is not felt, and occafions neither 
murmurs or complaint. To borrow therefore from the finking fuhd is al- 
ways an obvious expedient for railing fupplies and has never Ixxn known 
to create a national ferment. 

The minifter muft have lK:en more than man, had he preferred the blef- 
fings of poflerity to the curfes of his own age, or facrificed prefent eale to the 
dread of remote evils. 

Yet, after making due allowance to the temper of the times, and the fitu- 
ation of parties, the meafure itfelf cannot be juftifunl; the warmeft ad- 
mirers of tire minifter muft allow, that it is a dark (peck in his liiijmcial admi- 
niftration f 


■* Chandler, vol. 7 p. 89^. J Smith, Wealth of Nations, to!, j. p, 

t Some Coufideratioiis oil due PiihUck Funds, 418. 

p. 56. 
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The fagacious mind of Wdpole, might have di^^red fomc method of 
• tisfjMDg the public creditors, while he paid them off j he might have xonci- 
. liafed prefent advantage with the benefit of pofterity, combined his own 
intereft with that of the people, and by confining himfelf to a partial alie* 
nalion, have rendered it a temporary, and not a permanent evil *. 


CHAPTER THE FORTY-FIRST r 

1733- 


Origin md Progrefs of the Excife.-~—ObjeB of Walpole's Scheme.-— Jrts of Op- 
pofition. — Parliamentary Proceedings. — Speech of W alpole. — Bill abandoned . — 
Views and ConduSl of Oppoftion. — Influence of Walpole.— Removals and 
Promotions. — Prorogation of Parliament.^ 


I AM now arrived at that important period in the life of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, which relates to what is ufually called the Excise Scheme, or in 
other words, the plan for fubjeding the duties on wine and tobacco to the 
laws of excife j a raeafurc which railed a great ferment in the nation, becaufe 
it was perverted by the malignant fpirit of party, and was not thoroughly un* 
derftood by fober and impartial perfons; but which reafon, and the diliu- 
'terefted voice of pofterity has fandioned and juftified; 

On this fubjed, a judicious writer-}', who well underftood the principles of 
comnaercc, has obferved, “ Without entering into a defence of all parts of; 


• Por the hiftory and alienation of the 
finking fund have been confulted. An En- 
quiry into the Conduct of our Donicftick Af- 
fairs from the Year 1721 to 1734: Suppofedto 
be- written by Mr. Pulteney, page- 33 to 55. 
An anfwer to that pamphlet, intitkd, Some 
Goofiderations conceniiiig the Publick Funds, 
tRiittesby Sir Kobert Walpole, page 8 to 8j. 


Price on Annuities, vol. i. page 185 to 223. 
Sinclair on the Revenue, vol, -i , page 99 to 
101, Smith’s Wealth of Nations, vol. 3 p, 
410. Stuart’s Political CEcononny, vol. a. 

-j- Tucker’s Elements of Commerce and 
Theory of Taxes, p. 148,3 book printed but 
not publifhed. 
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his condu6t, I am perfu^d that impartial pqfterity will do him the juf- Ch^iter 4 r. 
tice to acknowledge, that if ever a flatefman dcfervcd well of the Britifti ^ *733’ 

nation, Sir Robert Walpole was the man. Indeed, tlic only true way of dif- 
covering, whether we are advancing or retreating in our political and com- 
mercial capacity, is to compare the paft with the prefent, and to examine 
whether we have the fame quantity of pernicious taxes, and monopolizing 
patents, as we had formerly. If we have not, it is our bufinefs to be thank- 
ful for the deliverance we have received, and to unite our endeavours to be 
freed from the remainder. This is real patriotil'm and public (pirit. 

** One of the great merits of Sir Robert Wal|>olc, and in which perhaps 
no minifter ever approached him, was that of fimplif) ing the taxes, abolilh- 
ing the numerous petty complicated impofts which checked commerce and 
vexed the fair trader, and fubftituting in their (lead more equal and funple. 

“ But to omit matters of lelfer note, the wiled propoliil to relieve the 
nation was the excife fcheme, by means, of which the wliole ifland would 
have been one general Free Port, and <1 magazine and common Jlocckoufc for 
all nations. 

“ It was not indeed a perfect fcheme at its fird appearance ; but the foun- 
dation was good, and a few alterations would have rendered it a mod ufeful 
inftitution for the purpofes of national commerce. But the bufinefs of 
thofe times was not to alter, mend, or improve, but to oppole, and to raid* 
a ferment. But even in its mod imperfed date it would har^e defeated th.e 
views of nionopolids, and have proved of great national advantage. If the 
bill had been fo worded as to be only permij/he not compa/fory, every man in 
this kingdom would have made the excilc Icheme his own choice, that is, 
he would have preferred the mctliod of putting his goods in a warehoufe, and 
paying the duties as he wanted them, rather than paying the duties all at 
once at the cudom houfe. As a proof of this, let it be obferved, that the 
very men who made the louded clamour againtl the excilc Icheme, in a few 
years petitioned for a much worfe, the prclent law relating to tobacco ; which ' 
is allowed on all hands to" be an excilc fcheme in effect , and to have inconve- 
niences, which the excife fcheme had not. But to give lome falvo to the • 
matter, the word Permit is changed to that of Certificate*." 

Either the excife fcheme was not luch as it is here explained, or the oppo- 
fition to it was founded on principles of error, milfcprefentation, and party. 

Let me then be permitted to confider by what means the nation in general 
was induded to give fuch a decided refidance to the bill, and to make as 

• Tucker, Theory of Laws, p. 149. 
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public and as loud rejoicings when it was relinquished, as upon the moft glo- 
rious national viftoiy ever gained over our enemies in times of the greatefl: 
danger. 

In attempting to develop thefe caufes, it may be expedient to trace 
the hiftory of the cxcile from its lirft introduftion into Kngland, until, the 
opening of Walpole’s fchemc. The firft attempt to impofc it was made in 
1626, by acommifTion under the great feal, ifiued to thirty-three lonls anti 
others of tlie privy council, but the parliament having rcmonflratcd, it was 
judged by both houfes contrary td law, and the commiffion was accordingly 
cancelled by the king *. 

So odious was the very name, that if we may credit 1 lowcl, Sir Dudley 
Carleton, then fecretary of ftate, having only named it in the houfe of com- 
mons, \vith a view to flicw the liappincfs which the people of England en- 
joyed above other nations, in being exempted from that impofition, was fucl- 
denlj'^ interruj^ted, called to the bar, and nearly fent to the Tower 

During the civil wars in 1641, parliament ventured to impofc an cxcife on 
beer, ale, cyder, and perry ; but althougli they pleaded abfolute neceOIty in 
excufe for this expedient, and continued it only from montli to month ; yet 
ihe execution of it ralfed riots in London. Tlic populace burnt down the 
excife houfe in Smithfield, and nothing but a Handing army, adds tire Craftl- 
man, would have forced it upon the people at that time, yvhen they were 
greatly dilaffeded to the king and favouralde to the parliament I. 

Although Charles the Fir/l, in one of his declarations, cluirgetl parliament 
with impofing infiipportalrlc taxes and odious excifes upon their fellow fubjedsi 
yet he was afterwards under the neceflity of recurring to the firmc expedient- 
Accordingly, excifes were laid on by both parties, though both of them de- 
clared that they Ihoulcl be continued only till the end of the war, and then 
llhould be abolllhed. 

Soon afterwards the parliament impofed it on fugar, butcher’s meat, and 
on fo many other commodities, that it might juffly be called general, in pur- 
fuance of a plan, laid clown by Pymm, in a letter to Sir John Ilotham ; 
“That they had proceeded to the cxcilC in many particulars, and intended to 
go farther; but that it would be necefiiiry to ufe the people to it by little 
find little 

At the refloration, the excife ad was aboliflied on all articles of confump- 
tion, except beer and ale, cyder and }X'ri3', which produced a clear revenue, 
jaccording to Davenant, of ^,666,383. Thefe duties were divided into .two 

» Craftfman, M 333. f Ibid. J Ibid. 

§ Ibid. 1773. Appendix. Blackftone, B. i . C\ 8. Clarendon. 


equal 



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


375 - 


equal portions ; the one called the hereditary excife, becaufe granted to the 
crown for ever, in recompenfe for the court of wards, purveyance, and the 
levies abolilhed by aft of parliament ; the other the temporary excife, be- 
caufe granted only for the life of the king. 

On the acceflion of James the Second, the parliament not only renewed 
the temporary excife for his life, but alfo incrcafed it by addhional duties on 
wines, vinegar, tobacco, and fugar, which however w'cre fuffered to expire, 

Tlie immediate elfefts of the revolution were to diminilh the excifes, fup- 
pofed to be of a nature peculiarly obnoxious to the fpirit and principles of 
the conllitution. But the necelfity of railing money to defend the religion 
and liberties became lo urgent, that even this fpccies of iiupolition was 
adopted. ICxcil’e on fait, on the difbllery, and on malt, lince known by the 
name of the malt tax, were then firll introduced ; an additional excife on 
beer produced alone 450,000, and the fums raifed by thole duties, during 
the reign of William, amounted to jf. 13,649,32.8, or nearly a million per 
annum. 

But (b great were the neceffities which the war on the Spanilli fuccelTion 
intailed on the nation, during the reign of queen Anne, that tlic averfton 
to the excife did not prevent additional duties from being laid on feveral 
articles of confumption, and it produced in her reign £. 20,8 59,3 1 1 , or nearly 
1,738,275 p^ annum. 

During the whole reign of George the Firfl, no excife tvas laid on, except 
a fmall duty on wrought plate, under the adminiftration of Sunderland. But 
the internal tranquillity of the country, and the exemption from foreign war, 
increafed fo much the produce of the taxes, that the excife yielded, in 13 
years, 30,421,451, or about 2,340,000 per annum. Its unpopularity 
liowever was not abated by long ufuge, and the laws for the collcftion were 
ncceirarily fo fevere, and had been fo often e.xercifed in preventing frauds and 
punilhing fmugglers, that they were conlidered by many perfons as encroach- 
ing on priv'atc property and jicrlbnal liberty. 

Such were the prejudices conceived againft the excife, that tlie principal 
w'riters on finance, government, and trade, from the revolution to the period 
under confideration, almolt uniformly condemn it ; and a plaufible notion 
prevailed, that as the real income of every country originates from the land, 
all taxes Ibould be at once impofed on landed properly 

Even Davenant, who well underftood the nature of taxes in general, and 
has fo ably written on public credit, was deceived in this particular. Bccautc 
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at that time the excite had the cffeft of finking the price of the fuhjedl ex- 
cifed inftead of raifing the price of the produce *, he concluded that all cx- 
cifes foil utiraately upon the land, and propofcd. as more equitable, the poll 
tax and land tax. 

The authority of Locke alfo contributed to fpread the fame notion, and 
his opinion againft the eftablilhment of tlie excife, was quoted with due 
etfed by the Crattfman. That great philofopher, whofe writings tended fo much 
to expand and enlighten the human mind, had without due confidcratioa 
aflerted, that all impofitions on articles of confumption fell ultimately upon 
land. The natural confequence therefore of that pofition was, that a'^y addi- 
tional duties on wnne and tobacco could not ultimately eafe the landholder, 
and therefore could not fulfil the intention held forth to the country gen- 
tlemen, as an argument in favour of the bill. 

This fyftem, though exploded by a more intelligent age, had a fur- 
prifing influence on all ranks and deferiptions of men at tliat time, when 
the principles of commerce and taxation w'ere little underftood, and lefs fol- 
lowed. The oppofition laid great ftrefs on this argiunent ; and in confor- 
mity to the exilling opinion, Sir William Wydham did not fcruple to declare 
it, “ as demonftrablc as any propofition in EjKdid, that if we adually paid 
a land tax of ten fliillings in the pound, without paying any other excifes or 
duties, our liberties would be much more fecurc, and every kthded gentleman 
might live at Icafl in as much plenty, ami might make a better provifion for 
Ills family, than under the prefent mode of taxation.” 

On the contrary, the lagacity of Walpole led him to perceive, that a tax 
on landed property was a greater burthen to the lubjei^t than taxes on 
articles of confumption. He w'as fully aware, that the excile laws obtlrucSt 
the operations of the fmugglers more cfie<5tually than the laws of the cufloms ; 
that the method of levying taxes in ufe, was more burtbenfomc upon trade, and 
more expenfive to the merchants, than the raifing of them by excife, and that 


The upon malt had the of 

lowering the price of l)ai ley, inficad of raifing 
ttie valae of JjetT. Sicuart’s Political GEcouo- 
my, vol. a. p. 362. 

'I* Sir John Sinclair has, in a few words, ably 
fiiewii ihe aldindity of inijx fing all the .taxes 
on land. “ Were it adiinftctU though ir can 
hardly be ferionfiy waiiuained in a coiriinercial 
connrrv, that the whole income of the nation 
aroft* frcin the cultivation ot the foil, yet fiill, 
by iinpobng dn^ie‘^ on confiMiptioiv., a greater 
revenue m;;y be raiiul, than by a dirci't tax 
•on land. Py flu? Iuut method you only tax 
the proprietor of tiic foil, who has only a cer- 


tain portion of the produce, and a confiderablc 
part of which is ncccfiVily taken fr.^n him 
for the fubfifience of others " W;!cfcas by the 
/ornicr niethoci, the public fliares in the profits 
of thofe individuals vvlio derive any benefit 
from the foil by any means, whether dircbHy 
or indireflly. And hence, wliilfi tlie tax 
four fliillings in the pound on land is feverelv 
felt by many individuah: in England, tliougli 
it yieki.s only two miliions per aomimj a tax cui 
barley, in all its various fiagt s of coiilumption, 
to the amoimt of above three mihions and a 
half, is levied without murmur.” ^ 

Sinclair on the Rcvniuo, vob 2, p. 1:13. 
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it would be more beneficial to commerce, and would confiderably increafe Charrfef+t. 
the revenue, if aH, or the greater part of the cuftoms were converted into ex- . 

cifes. But as be well knew the averfion which the nation entertained againft 
the excife, and as he was unwilling to deviate from his own great principle 
of government, not to roufe thinp 'ivhich are at rejl, he propofed gradually to 
introduce his plan by abolifhing the land tax, and fubftitutiug other me- 
thods, until he could venture to come forwards with the propofal of his great 
fcheme for extending the excife. 

With this view he had made an alteration in the duties on cpffec, tea, . 
and chocolate, by abolifliing the import duties, and fubjedling thlbt to in- 
land duties, and to the fame mode of colledion as is praftifed in the excilc. 

But as he ftill fulFered them to be levied as cuflonis, and prudently omitted 
to mention the w'ord excife, this amendment met with no oppofition, and it 
proved fo beneficial, that it increafed tlie duties on tea, coffee, and chocolate 
about 1 20,000 a year *. 

For the fame purpofe he propofed the revival of the fait duty, which had Revives the 
been abolifhed in 1729, becaufe he conceived, that a revival of excife duties f“hduty. 
on commodities formerly fubjeded to that mode of collodion, would not 
be regarded with fo jealous an, eye, as a new impoft in the fame line. 

But though he thus endeavoured to conceal his intended purpofe, yet 
the oppofition penetrated his fcheme } in the debate which took place on that 
fubjed, they firft threw down the gauntlet, and dwelt with unabated energy 
on the apprehenfions of a general excife, as the war whoop to fpread an 
alarm throughout the country, and as tJic death warrant of national liberty. 

It w'as then that, provoked by the petulance of his adverfaries, and enter- 
taining too great a contempt of their arguments, with more fpirit than 
judgment, and with more attention to the didates of truth, than to the 
temper of tlie times, he anticipated the intended mention of his extenfive 
views, and laid down the great plan before it was lunicienily matured, 
and before the nation was able to confiderand appreciate its excellence. He 

* The (iiffereace between the ciifloms and fecured by bond, payable in a certain number* 
excilt' ib thus defined by Sir Robert Walpole of months, and, at. wtll iis the duties paid down, 
liiinfelf. ‘‘ The duties known by the name are repaid and drawn back again upon re-ex- 
of cuftoms are certain rates impoied by autho- portation, as the bonds given, vacaud and dli- 
rity of parliament upon all commodities import* charged ; or in fliort, cufmm .' are duties paid 
ed from abroid, \vh’cli rates are either to be by the merchant, upon iniicrtmioti : Kxt ifi s, 
paid by the importer, ii[)()n the entry at im- duties payable t>v the retail trader upon ton- 
portatroUv with different allowances and dil- iiimptiond’ Orford Papers, 
counts ior preanpt payment, or they mwlt be 
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UDcquivocalljr dedaired, that the land tax was the moft unequal, nwfli 
grievous, and the tnoll oppreflive tax that ever was known irfthis country ; a 
tax that never ought to be raifed but in times of the greateft nccefUty ; and 
in anfwer to thoie who opiiofcd the revival of the fait duties, becaufe it was 
partly levied under the excile, he ventured to declare, that an excife is only 
a word for a tax raifed in a different manner. He added, “ If it be found by 
experience, that the prefent method of railing our taxes is more burthen- 
fonie upon our trade, and more inconvenient and expenfive than tlic excife,- 
I fee no j|ianner of reafon why we Ihould be friglitened by thefc two words,, 
general excife, from changing the method of collecting the taxes we now 
pay, and choofiirg that which is moft convenient for the trading part of the 
nation * ” 

This manly avowal of his fentiments iri favour of the excife law^s, w'as na- 
turally deemed by oppofition the prelude to his adoption of them, and was 
magnified into a fcheme for a general excife on all the neceffaries of life. 

Aware of having prematurely advanced notions W'hich the age could not 
comprehend, a pamphlet w'as publilhed on this fubjedl, under his aufpices, 
intitled, “ Some generalConfuleratlons concerning the Alteration and Improvement 
of the Revenues in which an attempt was made to explain to the people, 
that the fcheme in agitation was founded on the firft principles of com- 
merce and taxation, and in no degree derogatory from the liberties of the 
fubjedt. 

But in this progrefilve plan he was baffled by oppofition, who employed 
againfl him all the powers of wit and eloquence, which they poffeffed in fo 
abundant a degree ; and it muff be confeffed the fcheme was not defended 
with equal energy and fpirit. The nation took the alarm •, and before the 
fcheme was underftood, even before it was formally propofed, the writers ia 
oppofition, more particularly the Craftfman, delineated fuch a hideous pic- 
ture of the Excise, as raifed among the people the moft terrible apprehen- 
fions. Thefe weekly effays, colledtcd and publilhed under the title of “ Ar~ 
guments againfl Excifes,” contributed to pervert the judgment, and excite 
the rage of the deluded multitude. Againfl; the united fliafts of fophiftry, wit, 
and ridicule, adapted to the prejudices and conceptions of the people, the wea* 
pons of fober truth and reafon had no effeft. 

The grand objed of the bill was to give cafe to the landed intereft, by 
the total abolition of the land tax ; to prevent frauds j to decreafe fmugf 
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gllng j to ’aXigment the revenue ; to fimplify the taxes, and facilitate the col- Chapter 41. 
ledion of them at the leaft poffiblc cxpepce. * 735 ' 

The great outlines of the plan were, to convert the culloms into duties of 
excife, and to meliorate the laws of the excife in fuch a manner, as to obviate 
their abufes or opprelhons. 

Such were the objed; and general outlines of the plan. The fpecific pro- 
pofitions were, to divide the commotlities into taxed and not taxed, and to 
confine the taxed commodities to a tew articles of general confumption. To 
comprehend among the untaxed commodities, the princi[)al necelikrics of lite, 
and all the raw materials of manufadure. The free importation oi the ne- • 
ceffariesof life would, by rendering thole neceflaries cheaper, reduce the price 
of labour. The redudion of the price of labour would diminilh the price of 
home manufadures, and increafe thereby the demand in all foreign markets, 
by underlclling thole of other nations. . The free importation of raw mate- 
rials would rctluce the price of manufadures,- and the clioapnels of the goods 
would lecure both the home confumption, and a great command in the fo- 
reign markets ; and it was this regulation which induced Tucker to fay, that 
by means of this feheme the whole illand would become one general Free 
Port. 

So much for the commodities untaxed. But even tlie trade of the taxed 
commodities would be augmented, and both the foreign and home trade 
would enjoy confiderable advantages, TJie foreign trade would be benefited, 
becaufe the commodities delivered out of the warclioufe for exportation, be- 
ing exempted from all im polls, would be perfe< 5 tly free ; and the carrying trade, 
under thele regulations, would be highly incrcalcd. The home trade would 
be benefited, becaufe the importer, not being obliged to advance the duty 
on the commodities delivered out for interior confumi)tion, until he dif'pofed 
of his goods, would afford to fell them cheaper, than if he had been obliged 
to advance the duty at the moment of importation. 

Such, according to the opinion of a very judicious writer*, was the objeft 
of the famous excife feheme. 

Preparatory to its introdudion, a committee had been appointed to infped Preparaton- 
into the frauds and abufes committed in the cufloms ; and on the 7 th of J une, 

1732, Sir John Copefthc chairman, had prefented their report to the houfe. 

Thougli it was of infinite importance, and of fo great length as to take up, when 
printed, 103 pages in folio, yet the committee were fo fcnfiblc that they had not 


* Smith’s Wealth of Nations, vol. 3. p. 3^8. 
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fully explored all the reccfles of fraud; and had left great part bf their taflc 
uhaccomplifhed, that they accompanied this elaborate document with an apo- 
logy for its imperfedtions, in which they obferved, that the Ihortnefs of the 
feflion would not ahow them to make it fo complete as they might otherwife 
have done, and that the number and intricacy of the various frauds, rendered 
a thorough difquifition almoft impradticable. 

Ih this report they adverted to the frauds committed by traders in to- 
bacco, tea, brandy, and wine, and in the courfe of it diiplayed feenes of dilho- 
nefty, perjuiy, informing, violence^ and murder, wliich would appear to fanc- 
tion alinbft any meafure, however violent, by which fo horrible a ftigma 
could be removed from the mercantile body, and from the fifcal laws of the 
country. It appeared, from undeniable evidence, that by perjury, forgery,, 
aind the nioft impudent collufion, in the article of tobacco, the revenue was 
frequently defrauded to the amount of one third of the duties, and that in 
many cafes, an allov/ance had been difhonefHy obtained, as a drawback on 
re-exportation, exceeding the fum originally received by government, which 
in the port of London only, fuftained by thefe means a lofs of 100,000 
per annum. The finuggling of tea and brandy was condufted fo openly and 
fo audacioufly, that fince Chriftmas 1723, a period only of nine years, the 
number of cuftom houfe officers beaten and abufed amounted to 250 ; and? 
Irx had been murdered. 251,320 pounds weight of tea, and 652,924 gal- 
lons of brandy had been feized and condemned i and upwards of 2,000 per- 
fons profecuted. 229 boats and other veflels had been condemned, 185 of 
which had been burntj and the remainder retained for the fervice of the 
crown. The fmuggling of wine was managed with fo much art, or the con- 
nivance of the revenue officers fo effedually fecured, that within the period 
of nine years, only 2,208 hoglheads had been condemned, though it appear- 
ed, from depofitions on oath, that in the fpacc of two years, 4^738 hogflieads 
hadfoeen run in Hampfhire, Dortfetfhire, and Dcvonfhire only, and on in- 
quiry, 30 officers were clifmilled, and informations entered agamft 400 per-- 
fons i 38 were committed to jail, 1 18 admitted evidence, and 45 had com- 
pounded. 

Notwithftanding the fads contaihed in this report, and' the endeavours u(M 
to enlighten the public mind, the oppofition had bceif fo affiduous and fo 
fuccefsful in the diffemination of Hander and fufpicion, that they looked for- 
ward with impatience to the introduftion of the minifter’s plan, as the cer- 
tain means of triumph to them, and of difgcace to him : Indeed, confidering 
the nature of the conteft, they could hardly be thought too fanguine in their 
expedations of the event. The members of any adminiftration propofing 

meafurcs 
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tneafures for giving additional ftrength to government, for rellmining the Chapter 41. 
turbulent, or fupprefling fraud, are open to every Ipecies of calumny, aflail- ‘733* 
able by all the weapons of eloquence, wit, ridicule, perfonality, and mifre- 
prefentation j while in their defence, they are reftridcd to the ufe of thofe 
topics which make their imprcffion only by force of time and experience. 

The majefty of argumentative eloquence, and the glare of wit, are under- 
valued, when eloquence is fuppofed to be bialled,by intereft, and wit is di- 
vefted of perfonality and cauttic iatire, which alone can make it pleafing to 
the multitude. 

" The writers in the intereft of oppofition had founded the trumpet of alarm 
from one end of the kingdom to the other : they afl'erted that the minil- 
ter’s plan would not tend to prevent fraud, decreale fmuggling, or augment 
the revenue ; but would deftroy the very being of parliament, undermine 
the conftitution, render the king abfolute, and fubjeft the houfes, goods, 
and dealings of the fubjedt, to a ftate inquifition. They reprefented the ex- 
cife as a monfter feeding on its own vitals i and compared it to the Trojan 
horfe, which contained an army in its belly. 

Having by thefe means agitated the public mind to a frenzy of oppofition, 
the enemies of the minifter were anxious to follow their advantage, and to 
urge him to bring forward his plan, before the people hatl leifure for fobec 
rcfledlion. London, and many places in the country, had given exprefs in- 
ftrudlions to their reprefentatives, to oppofc the cxcife fcheme in all its forms, 
and to ufe every method to impede its progrels ; and the members were lb 
anxious to tliew that they had not been unmindful of thefe diftates, that they" 
feized every opportunity, long before the raeafure was officially announced 
to the houfe, of calling reflcdtions on it, and endeavouring to add to the 
impreffions of horror already entertained againft it. 

On the opening of the feffion, the king, in his fpeech from the throne, re- Proceedinga 
commended to the houfe, that in all their deliberations, as well upon raifing the parlia- 
annual fuppUes, as the difiribution of the public revenues, they flmld pnrfue fuch 
meajures as would mofi conduce to the prefent and future eafe of their conjlituents. 

In another part of his Ijreech, he admonidied them to avoid unreafonable 
heats and animofities, and not fuffer themfelves to be diverted by any fpecious pre- 
tences, from JieadfaJlfy purfuing the true inter efi of the country. 

On the motion for the addrefs, Sir John Barnard made thefe obfervations. 

“ The honourable gentleman who moved the addrefs, propofes for us to fay, 

“ J'hat we will raife the fuppliesin fuch manner as will mojl conduce to the prefent 
“ and future eafe of the fubjebt. Now, there feems to Ue a great jealoufy without 

“ doors. 
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“ doors, as if fomething were intended to be done in this feffion of parliament, 
“ that may be deftru^live to our liberties, and -detrimental to our trade : from 
“ wlience this jealoufy hath arifen, I do not know j but it is certain that 
“ there is fuch a jealoufy among all forts of people, and in all corners of 
“ the nation ; and therefore, we ought to take the firft opportunity to quiet 
“ the npnds of the [x;ople, and to aifure them that they may depend upon 
“ the honour and integrity of the members of this houfe; -and that we will 
“ never confent to any thing that may have the leall appearance of being 
“ dettrudtive to their liberties, or detrimental to their trade ; for which rea- 
“ fon, I move that thefe words, and fuck as JJmll be cmifijient "with the tradey 
“ inteyejly and liberty of the nation, may be added as an amendment.” 

In fupport of this amendment, Shippen obferved, “ It is certain that 
there are great fears, jealoufies, and fufpicions without doors, that fomc- 
“ thing is to be atfcm|)ted in this feffion of parliament, which is generally 
** thought to be deftrudive to the liberties and to the trade of this nation. 
“ There is at prefent a moft remarkable and general fpirit among the people 
“ for proteding and defending their liberties and their trade, in op}x>fition 
“ to thofe attempts which they exped are to be made againft both : from 
“ all quarters we hear of meetings and refolutions for that purpofe ; and this 
“ fpirit is fo general, that it cannot be aferibed to any one let of mien : 
“ they cannot be branded with the name of Jacobites or republicans j no^ 
“ the whole people of England feem to be united in this fpirit of jealoufy 
“ and oppofition.” * 

Walpole, in reply, difclaimed any knowledge of a delign to injure the 
trade of the nation, and faid, “ If the people are hampered or injured in 
“ their trade, they muft feel it, and they w'ill feel it before they begin to 
“ complain ; in fuch cafe it is the duty of this houfe, not only to hear their 
complaints, but, if poffible, to find out a remedy. But the people may 
“ be taught to complain ; they may be made to fe:l imaginary Uls, and 
“ by fuch pradices they are often induced to make complaints before they 
feel any uneafinefs.” He did not, however, oppofe the amendment, and 
it was carried. 

This was only a prelude to feveral other Ikirmilhes which took place be- 
fore the grand attack. In the debate of the 14th of February, on the 
fubjed of preventing the importation of foreign fugar, rum, &c. into the 
plantations in America, Bir John Barnard again oblenred, that " fe would 
** be impoffible to prevent the running of French' rum on fliore, even if we 
^ were to fend to America the whole army of excife officers which we have 
» “ here 
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here at home. The fending tliem thither, might, indeed, add a good CJiaptcr 41 
** deal to our kappine(.s in this country; but all of them tt>gcther could be of 
no fervice for fuch a purpofe in that conntry.” , . 

In the debate on alicnaring part of the linking, fund, a more decided at- 23 ! Fe- 
tack was made by Pultency, who faid4i> “ Though 1 was aware of the mo- hrmry. 

“ don now made, I was in hopes that was not all tlie honourable gentleman 
“ was this day to open to the commit tee: There is another thing, a very 
“ terrible atiair impending ! A monllrous projed; ! Yea, more mouftrous 
“ than has ever yet been reprefented ! It is fuch a projedf as has ftruck 
terror into the minds of moft gentlemen within this houfe, and into the 
“ minds of all men without doors, who have any regard to the happinefs or 
“ to the conllitution of their country. I mean, that monller, the excife ! That 
“ plan of arbitrary power, which is expefted to be laid before this houfe in 
** the prefent leflion of parliament.”. 

On the 27th of February, a call of the houfe being moved for on that day 
fortnight, the excife fcheme was again introduced. ' Sir John Rufliout com- 
menced an attack on the minifter, by faying, “ I do not rife to oppofe the call 
“ of the houfe ; but there being, as I imagine, a certain fcheme or project 
“ to be brought into the houfe, which feems to be of very great confequence 
“ to the whole nation, I wifli that the call of the houfe may be about the 
“ time that that fcheme is to be laid before us. We have long been in ex- 
“ pedation of feeing this glorious Ichcme, which is to render us all com- 
“ pletely happy; we have waited for it with impatience ever iinec the bc- 
“ ginning of the prefent leflion. I do not know whether the Icheme itl'elf 
“ has lately met with any alterations or amendments; but 1 liope, if it be 
“ to be laid before us this fedion, it will not be put off till towards the 
“ end of the feffion, when gentlemen are tired out with attendance, and 
“ obliged to return home to mind their own private affairs.” 

Walpole replied, “As to the fcheme mentioned by the honourable gen- 
“ tleman who fpoke laft, it is certain that I have a fcheme, which I intend 
“ very foon to lay before you ; I liave not indeed, as yet, fully determined • 

“ what my motion flrall be ; but if the motion for the call of the houfe be 
“ appointed for this day fortnight, I believe I lhall be fully determined be- 
“ tween this and that time. I do not defire, I never did defire to furprife 
“ this houfe in any thing ; nor had I, thank God, ever any occafion to ufe 
“ the low art of taking advantage of the end of the feffion for any thing 
“ I had to propofe ; but when the houfe does rcfolve itfclf into a committee, 

“ which I mean to move for, I will lay before that committee a fcheme 
“ which I have long thought of, which I am convinced is for tlic good of 

“ the 
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Period V. « the nation; and which, if agreed to, will improve both the trade and 
*730101734. « the public revenue. As for the fcheme’s having received' alterations and 
amendments, I do not know but it may ; I never thought myfelf fo wife 
“ as to ftand in no need of alfiftance ; on the contrary, I have taken from 
** others all the advice and affiftanft I could obtain ; and in all my inqui- 
“ ties, I have chofe to confult with thofe Who I knew had a jierfedl know- 
“ ledge of fuch affairs, and had no particular intereft in view, nor any pri* 
“ vate end to ferve : from thofe who have by-ends of their own, I can never 
“ exped impartial counfel, and therefore I have in this, as well as every 
other affair, thought it ridiculous to alk their advice.” He concluded 
by obferving, “ That if a prqjcd could be framed to prevent the frauds 
committed in the revenue, the author of fuch projed would deferve the 
“ thanks of his country, and of every fair trader ; becaufe, whenever a tax is 
“ laid on, and not colleded regularly and duly, from every man I’ubjed to 
** its operation, it is really making the fair trader pay to the public what 
“ the fraudulent trader puts into his own private pocket ; by which means 
“ the fmuggler underfells the fair' trader in every commodity, aflSd by which 
“ the fair trader muft be at laft ruined and undone.” 

, Sir William Wyndham followed, and affeded to affume, as an abftrad 
ftatemcnt, that the queftion was, “ Whether we Ihould facrifi.ee the confti- 
tution to the prevention of frauds in the revenue ?” Sir John Barnard 
feized this opportunity of making a popular fpeech, in which he faid, “ If 
“ I have been rightly informed, this fcheme, in its firft conception, was for a 
general excife, but that, it feems, was afterwards thought too much at 
“ once, and therefore, we are now to fingle out only one or two branches, in 
“ order that they may firft be hunted down. But the very fame reafon may 
prevail with us, to fubjed ever)' branch to thofe arbitrary laws ; and as 
“ I'uch laws are, in my opinion, abfolutely inconfiftent with liberty, there- 
fore I muft think that the queftion upon this fcheme, even altered as it 
feems it is, will be. Whether we fliall entleavour to prevent fratids in the 
colledion of the public revenues, at the expcnce of the liberties of the 
“ }ieople ?” “ For my own part,” added he, “ I never was guilty of any fraud, 
“ and therefore I fpeak againft my own intereft, when I fpeak againft any 
“ method that may tend towards preventing frauds; but I will never put 
** my private intereft in balance with the intereft or happinefs of the nation. 
** / had rather beg my bread from door to door^ and fee my country fiourifii, than 
“ be the greatefl fnbjeSl in the nation, and fee the trade of my country decaying, 
** and the people enflaved and opprejjed.” > 

In the interval between the debate and the call of th? houfe, the minifter 
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was preparing to bring: forward his fqherac in a manner as little exceptionable Chapter 41 
as poffible, and the oppofition were exerting all their powers and influence , 
to form a ftrong party againft it, and to excite the public to clamour for its "• 
rejeftion, whatever might be its merits. . 

On the 7th of March, the minifter moved, that on that day fe’nnight, the Motion for 
houfe fliould refolve itfelf into a committee, to confider of the moft proper committee, 
methods for the better fecurity and improvement of the duties and revenues 
already charged upon and payable from tobacco and wines ; which was or- 
dered. It was farther ordered, that the proper accounts, returns, and other 
papers, Ihould be referred to the laid committee, and that the commiflioners 
of the culloms and excife fliould attend. 

On this occafion, all the arts and influence of oppofition were called forth 
to excite clamours againft the mealure. Not only the members Iblicited the 
attendance of their friends, but letters were delivered by the beadles, and 
other officers in the parifties and wards of the city, to induce a numerous 
party to aflemble at the doors, and in the avenues to the houfe, to overawe 
the proceedings of the legiflature. Walpole was apprized of thefe proceed- 
ings, but not to be deterred from the prOfccution of his defign. On the 
15th of March, the houfe having refolved itfelf into a committee, he opened 
the bufinefs, and fald j 

“ As * I had the honour to move that the houfe fliould refolve itfelf into WaIpole‘« 
this committee, I think it incumbent on me to open to you, what was then 
intended to be propofed as the fubjedl of your conlideration. This committee 
is appointed for the better fecurity of the duties and revenues already charged 
and payable upon tobacco. This can be done in no way fo proper and cf- 
fedtual, as by preventing the commiffion of thofe frauds by which the revenue 
has already fuftained fuch great injuries. As the propofed improvement is 
to be made by an alteration in the method of collefting and* managing the 
duties already impofed, without any addition, or fubjeding to the fame du- 
ties any articles not already chargeable, I might have avoided ftating this pro- 
jed to a committee of the whole houfe j but 1 have deferted the old road, 
and propofed a fupply not immediately ncceflary for the current fervice of 
the year, that I might leave a gi'eater freedom of confidcration, by taking 
away every appearance of preffing neceffity. I fliall therefore only obferve, 
that feme pteviops provifion muft be made for the future application of the 

* The fubftance of this fpeech is principally tences have been fupplied from the printed 
token from heads and memorandums, in the I’peech in the contemporary publications : Po- 
hand writing of Sir Robert Walpole, among litical State; Hiftorical Rcgifter. rdla 
the Orford Papers. A few conneftiiig fen- Chandler. 
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Period V. ^ incr^fed fum which, Ihould the plan I am about topropofe be adopted, will 
1730 to, j" 54. be received into the exchequer. ■ ; 

n.— "'-j* conteft, in the prelent inftance,is between tlie unfair trader, on one 

fide j the fair trader, the planter, and the public, on the other } but to the 
public mull be referred my moft forcible appeal, as tlrey, in truth, bear the 
whole weight of the injury ; for though the fraudulent factor feems to make 
the planter, retailer, and confumer equally his. prey, yet the landed intereft 
ultimately fuffers the whole effe<it of the fraud, by making good what the 
fubjeft pays, and the government does not receive. 

“ In fuch a caufe, I might reafonably exped the approbation of the fair 
trader, arid the affiftance of parliament ; for affuredly, if in thefe times 
any caufe can poflibly be confidered exempt from the operations of party, it 
is the caufe now before the committee. But, Sir, I am not to learn, that 
whoever attempts to remedy frauds, attempts a thing very dih^reeable to all 
thofe who have been guilty of them, or who expeft to derive future benefits 
from them. I know that thefe men, who arc confiderable in their numbers, 
and clamorous in their exertions, have found abettors in another quarter, 
in perfons much worfe than themfelves } in men who are fond of improving 
every opportunity of ftirring up the people to mutiny and fedition. But as 
the icheme I have to propofe, will not only be a great imj>rovement to the 
tevenue, an improvement of two or three hundred thoufand pounds by the 
year, but alfo a gyeat benefit to the fair trader, I lhall not be deterred, either 
by calumny or clamour, from doing my duty as a member of this houfe, 
and brining forward a meafure, which my own confcience juftifies me in 
faying, will be attended with the moft important advantages to the revenues 
and commerce of my country'. 

JuJltim et ienacem propofiU virumy 
Non civitm ardor prava jnbentiumy 
Mente qiiath folidd. 

” Amongft the many Handers to which the report of this projed has expofed 
me, I cannot avoid mentioning one, which has been circulated with an 
afliduity proportioned to its want of truth, that I was about to propofe a 
general excife. In all plans for the benefit of government, two cflential 
points muft be confidered, juftlce and pradicability : many things are juft 
which would not be pradicable ; but fuch a fcheme would be neither one 
or the other. Various are the faults of minifters, various their fates : 
few have had the crimes of all } none till now found, that the imputation 
4 of 
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df crime to him, became a merit in others. Yet if I were to propofe to yott 
fueh a fcheme, popular opinion would run exadly in that channel. It would 
be a crime in me to propofe, a crime in. you to accept j and the only chance 
left to the houfe of retaining the favour of the people, would be the unqua- 
lified rejeiflion of the projeft. But / do mojl unequivocal/y aJJ'erty that m ftich 
fcheme ever entered my head., or, for what / know, into the head of any man I am 
acquainted with- Yet though I do not wi!h to do wrong, I lhall always re- 
tain a proper fhare of courage and fclf-confidencc to do vvhat I judge right, 
and in the meafures I am about to proj^ole, fhall reft my claim to fupport 
and approbation on the candid, the judicious, and the truly patriotic. 

“ My thoughts have been confined folely to the revenue arifing from the 
duties on wine and tobacco ; and it was tlic frequent ad\nccs I had of the 
fliameful frauds committed in thefe two branches, and the complaints of the 
merchants thcmfelves, that induced me to turn my attention to dilcover a 
remedy for this growing evil. I am perfuaded, that what I am about to 
propofe, will, if granted, be an effcdual remedy. But, if gentlemen will be 
prevailed on by induftrj', artifice, and clamour, to indulge the luggeftions of 
party prejudice, they and their pofterity mull pay dear for it, by the grievous 
entail of a heavy land tax, wbich they will have fandioned by their pufjlla- 
nimity, in not daring to brave the outrages of the fraudulent and felf-inte- 
refted. For myfelf, I fliall only fay, I have fo little partiality for this fcheme, 
except what a real and conftitutional love of the public inljjires, that if J 
fail in this propolal, it will be the laft attempt of tiie kind I fliall ever make, 
and I believe, aminifter will not foon be found hardy enough to brave, on 
the behalf of the people, and without the flighteft motive of intereft, the worft 
effeds of popular dclufion and popular injuilice. 

“ I (hall, for the prefent, confine myfelf entirely to the tobacco trade, and 
to the frauds pradifed in that branch of the' revenue. If there is one fubjed. 
of taxation more obvious than another, more immediately within the dii*ed 
aim of fifeal impofition than another, it is fuch an article of luxury as de- 
pends for its ufe on cuftom or caprice, and is by no means eflential to the 
fupport or real comfort of human life. If there is a fubjed of taxation 
where it is more immediately the province of the legiflature to fupprefs fraud, 
and ftridly to infill on the payment of ever)' impoft, it mull be that where 
the wrong is felt by every clafs of perfons, and none are benefited, except 
the moft diflioneft and profligate jiart of the community. Both thefe 
defefiptions apply to the fubjed before us. For though the ufe of to- 
bacco is perhaps lefs fandiohed by natural reafon than any] other luxury, 
yet fo great is the prediledion for it, in its various forms, that from the 
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; Ferlod V. , p 4 ^ce to the hovcl there is no exemption from the duty ; and fu|ely 
1730101734. fei eohfidered an intolerable grievance, that by the frauds which arc, 

committed, the very pooreft of the peafantry ai‘e obliged to pay ^Mtis dut^ 
twice i once in the enhanced price of the article, for though the fraudulent 
trader contrives to fave to himielf the amount of the tax impofed .by paflia-' 
ment, yet he does not fell it cheaper to the public ; and a fecohd time, in 
Ihc' tax that is ncceflarily fubftituted to make good the deficiency which 
has been by thefe means occafioned. Did it ever happen till now* thatTwhen 
an abufe of this kind was to be remedied, endeavours were ufed tp iAake the 
attempt unpopular ? 

“ In difeuffing this fubjed, it will be neceflary firfl to advert to the condi- 
tion of our planters of tobacco in America. If they are to be believed, they 
are reduced to the utmofl extremity, even almoft to a flate of defpair, by 
the many frauds that have been committed in that trade, and by the ill 
ufage they have fuftained from their fadors and correfpondents in England, 
who from being their fervants, are become their tyrants. Thefe unfortunate 
people have fent home many reprefentations of the bad ftate of their affairs ; 
they have lately deputed a gentleman with a remonftrance, fetting forth their 
grievances, and praying for fome fpeedy relief : this they may obtain by means 
of the fcheme I intend now to propofe j but I believe it is from that alone 
they can exped any relief. 

The next thing to be confidered is, the ftate of the tobacco trade with 
refped to the fair trader. The man. who deals honourably with the public, 
as well as individuals, the man who honeftly pays all his duties, finds him- 
felf-foreftalled in almoft every market within the illand, by the fmuggler 
and fraudulent dealer. As to our foreign trade in tobacco, thofe who have 
no regard to honour, to religion, or to the welfare of the country, but are 
every day contriving ways and means for cheating the public by peijuries 
and felfe entries, are the greateft gainers j and it will always be fo, unlefs we 
can contrive fome method of putting it out of their power to carry on fuch 
frauds for the future. 

“ We odght to confider the great lofs fuftained by the public, by means 
of the frauds committed in the tobacco trade, and the addition that muft 
certainly be made to the revenue, if thofe frauds can be prevented in future. 
By this addition, parliament will acquire the means of exerciling one of its 
moft enviable privileges, thiUi of diminilhing the burthens <of the country, 
the power of doing which will thus be prefented to them in various forms. 
If it Ihould be the prevailing opinion, that the difebarge of the national 
debt ihoul^ be accelerated, this increafe offers an abundant refburce. If the 
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j^|‘'iKoul<! |>revail, that thofe taxes ought to he alleviated which fall heavie^ 
dh OUR manufafturers and the labouring poor, as foap and candies, this inctei^- 
will feplatse the difference. Or if it fliould be judged that more immediate 
attention ought to be paid to the current fervice, the fund may be referved 
for that ufif ; and it is manifeftly unjuft and impolitic, that the national debt 
fhould be conriiiued, and the payment poftpohed or that the heavy duties 
on bur manufactures fliould remain, which are juftly paid, and without 
fraud ; Of that ways and means for the current fervice fliould be annually 
impofed, if the prefent revenues will anfwer all or any of thefe purpofes. 
This, 1 am convinced, will be the effeCt of the fcheme I am to propofe, and 
whoever views it in its proper light, muft fee the planters, the fair traders, 
and the public ranged on one fide in fupport of it j and none but the un- 
fair traders and tobacco fiiCtors on the other. 

“ I am aware that the evidence to be adduced in proof of the exiftence of 
the frauds I am about to enumerate, is not fuch as would be fufficient to 
induce a court of juftice to pronounce the guilt of thofe to whom they may 
be imputed. But as I do not undertake the talk of inculpation, if I make 
out fuch a cafe to the committee, as will enable them to decide on the 
exiftence of the crime, they will not helitate to apply the remedy. They 
will conlider the deficiency of ftriCt legal proof, as a motive for their inter- 
ference, rather than their forbearance ; more particularly when they refleCl, 
that if perfons are with difficulty induced to give teftimony in fuch a cafe as 
this, where the good of the country only is to be purfued without injury to 
any one, they will be ftill left eafily brought forward to give fuch information 
as will tend to the ruin of others. In this cafe it is hardly too much to fay, 
that gentlemen fhould learn from the example of thofe intcrefted, how to 
conduft themfelves ; they have, with an alacrity and unblufbing cagernefs • 
which proves, which confefles their guilt, haftily inferred the moll violent 
intentions in the friends of government ; they have affumed fads, and in- 
ferred intentions without the fmalleft data, on which to found their pre- 
fumptions. I afk no more than this if I fucceed in making it appear 
that grofs frauds are dally pradifed, and the revenue injured in a moft daring 
and profligate manner, that the propofed remedy, fhould it appear adequate 
and applicable, may be reforted to, without fubjeding me to the neceffity 
of procuring that which is, in fad, unattainable, fuch precife proof as would 
fatisfy the adminiftrators of tlie laws in the difpolal of property, or deciding 
on guilt. Such evidence, and fuch fads as I have b^en able to colled, it is 
jny duty to lay before you ; and it is your duty to fupport me, unlcfs my 
plan appears totally void of reafon and juftice.’*, 

The: 
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Period V, The miaifter then proceeded togive fuch preliminary ftatementsand cal- 
17 30 to 1734. culations, as were necellary to render his plans intelligible, to make the 
abufes obvious, and to demonftrate the propriety and neceflity of reform. 
From thefe flatements it appeared, that the cxifting duties on tobacco 
amounted to lixpence and one-third of a penny on every pound. The dit- 
counts, allowances, and drawbacks, were a total drawback on re-exportation ; 
ten^per cent, on prompt payment ; and fifteen per cent, on bonded duties. 
The grots produce of the tax, at a medium, £. 754,131. _4J. 7^. the nett 
produce only 161,000, 

Having made thefe ftatements ivith the utmoft exadnefs and perfpicuity, 
he proceeded : 

“ I {hall now point out as clearly as I Can, .and as amply as my know- 
ledge will enable me, the principal frauds and mod glaring inftances of dit- 
honefty, which occafion this amazing difproportion. And firll I lhall men- 
tion one, which feems alone capable of diverting from its proper channel 
the .amount of any tax. I mean that of ufing light weights inwards, and 
heavy weights outwards, of paying by the firft, and taking the drawback by 
the laft, and charging the planter, and taking coinmiffion by the whole. 
This evil is farther enhanced by negligence } for it is cuftomary to weigh a 
few hogflieads only, and if they anfwcr, the whole pafs according to the num- 
bers fh the cocket. 

“ A particular inftance of this fraud came lately to our knowledge by 
mere accident : one Mitford, who had been a confiderable tobacco merchant 
in the city, happened to fail, at a time wlicn he owed a large fum of money 
on bond to the crown. An extent was immediately ilTued againft him, and 
government obtained poircflion of all his books, by which the fraud was dif- 
covered. For it appeared, as n^ay be feen by one of his books, which I have 
in my hand, that upon the column where the falfe quantities which had been 
entered at the importation were marked, he had, by a collufion with the 
officer, got a flip of paper fo artfully parted down, that it could not be dif- 
cbvered, and upon this flip of paper were' written the real quantities which 
were entered, bccaufo he was obliged to produce the fame book when that 
tobacco was entered for exportation. But upon exportation, the tobacco . 
was entered and weighed according to the quantities miarked on this flip of 
paper, by which he fecured a drawback, or his bonds returned, to near double 
the value of what he had aiAually paid duty for upon importation. Yet this 
Sditford was as honert a man, and as fair a tirade, as any in the dty of London. 

I defire not to be mifunderftood j I mean, that before he failed, before thefe 
frauds came to'be difeovered, he was always reckoned as honert a man, and 
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as fair a trader, as any in the city of Londorf, or in any other part of the Chapter 4*. 
nation." 1733- 

After enumerating feveral other inftances where government had been 
defrauded of a full third of the duties impofed, and legally payable, he came 
to Peele’s cafe, which is finguiar from its enormity. “ In September 1732, 
this Peele entered in the James and Mary, from Maryland, 310 hogflicads of 
tobacco, for which he paid the duty in ready money. "In Odtober following, 
he fold 200 bogtheads to one Mr. Hyam, for exportation, and they were im- 
mediately exported. It appears on thefe 200 hogtheads, that the duties 
paid at importation, according to^ the weights in the land-waiters books, were 
fliort of the real weights by 13,292 pounds. The certificates fw'orn to for 
Mr. Peele to obtain debentures, ^vere to difeharge bonds given on a former 
entry of Virginia tobacco, imported in November t73i- The indorfement 
on the cocket made by Mr. Peele, in order to receive the debentures, ex- 
ceeded the real weights adlually thipped by 8,2(38 pounds, fo that the total 
of the pounds weight gained by this fraud, lamounts to 21,580. 

“ The next fraud to which 1 (hall diredl your attention, is that of receiv- 
ing the drawback on tobacco for exportation, and relanding it. The effedls 
of this pradtice are too obvious to require elucidation, and it has been carried 
to, fuch an extent, that a great number of fliips were employed at Guernfey, 

Jerfey, and the Ifle of Man, in receiving and relanding fuch tobacco. Nor was 
the evil confined to thefe ports ; a very intelligent gentleman, Mr. Howel, 
who refided many years in Flanders, has frequently obferved feveral quanti- 
ties of tobacco imported into Oftend and Dunkirk, and there repacked in 
bales of one hundred pounds each, and put on board veflels which waited 
there to reland it in England or Ireland. About twelve months ago, nine 
Britilh veflels were employed in taking cargoes for this purpofe at Dunkirk. 

“ The third fraud to which I fhall cliredt the attention of the committee, 
is that of receiving the whole drawback for a commodity of almofl: no value, 
namely, the ftalks of the tobacco, which it is ufual, after the leaf has been- 
ftripped otf, to prefs flat and cut, and by mixing this offal with fond and 
duft, impofe on the revenue officers, and obtain the fame drawback as fot 
an equal weight of the entire plant. This miferabie fluff*, when the fraudu- * 
lent purpofe has once been anfwered, is either thrown into the fea, or re- 
landed and fold at three farthings a pound, with an allowance of 1,010 pounds 
weight in five hogftieads. 

“ The fourth fraud T Ihall advert to, is one of very great confequence,. 
known by the name of fockingt which is a cant term for pilfering and fteal- 
ing tobacco from Ihips in the river. This iniquitous praft^ce, wJu'ch was 
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Period V. difcovered in 1728 and 1729, was chiefly carried on by watermen, lighter- 
1730101734. tide-waiters, and city porters, called ,gangs-men : the commodity fo 

.:y pilfered was depofited in houfes from London Bridge to Woolwich, and af- 

terwards fold, frequently to eminent merchants. Five hundred examina- 
tions have been taken on the fubjeft, from which it appears, that, in the 
fpace of one year, fifty tons were locked on board (hips and on the quays. 
Sixteen tons were feized, but that quantity was reckoned an inconfiderable 
part of the whole. In confequence of thefc informations, 150 officers were 
difmiflcd, nine were convided, of whom fix are ordered for tran^ortation, 
three to be whipt : thefe profecutions were all carried on at the expcnce of 
government; and it is not a little remarkable, when we recoiled the profef- 
iions of patriotifm, virtue, and difmtereftednefs, which are now fo copioufly 
poured forth, that not a Angle merchant, though the fads were fo notorious 
and fhameful, aflilled the Hate either by information or pecuniary exertion to 
liipprcfs the fraud, or bring the delinquents to punifliment. 

“ The lall grievance I lhall |pention, cannot fo properly be denominated 
a, fraud, as an abufe arifing from the nature of the duties paid, and the man- 
ner of paying ihem ; I mean the advantage afforded to the merchant of 
trading with the public money, or making government pay more than they 
receive. Bonds arc given for eighteen months, three years are allowed for 
the exportation of the article, and new importations difeharge old bonds. 
The lofles which refult to government from the failure of the obligors in 
thefc bonds, is immenfe ; betides the ungracious talk to which it fubjeds 
them, of luing the fureties who bad no intereft in the contrad. The rich 
tnader has another advantage ; he avoids giving bonds, by paying the amount 
of his duties In ready money, for which he is allowed a difeount of ten per 
cent. Now it is very common, and not out of the line of fair trade, for a 
merchant to pay this duty, receive the difeount, and by immediately enter- 
ing the fame commodity for exportation, gain an advantage (I will not fay de- 
fraud the revenue) of ten per cent, without lofs, rifque, or expenditure. 

** The frauds which I have here enumerated are, I.npprehend, fufficicntly 
proved to fatisfy the coptinittee of their exiftence, and their enormity is ob- 
vious enough to demand adive interference. The only remedy I can devife, 
is that of altering the manner of colleding the duties. Frauds become prac- 
ticable by having but one check at importation, and one at exportation : if 
there is but one centinel at a garrifon, and he fleeps, or is corrupted, the 
caftle is taken ; but if there are more than one, it is in vain to corrupt the 
without extending the fame influence to thofe who remain ; and when 
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■difficulties are fo multiplied, the projed: becomes hazardous and uncertain, Chapter 41. 
and is abandoned. 173I' 

“ If the grievance then is admitted, it only remains to mention the remedy, — • “ * 

and to confider whether it is effcdual, or whether it is worfe than the dilcale. 

“ The laws of the cuftoms are manifeftly infufficient to prevent the frauds 
which already cxift ; ’I therefore jm^pofe to add the laws of excite ; and by 
means of both, it is probable, I may fay certain, that all fuch frauds will be 
prevented in future. 

“ 1 have already ftated to the committee, that the feveral impofts on tobacco 
■amount to fix pence and one third of a penny per pound, all of which mutl 
be paid down in ready money upon importation, with the allowance of ten 
per cent, upon prompt payment; or there mull be bonds given, withfufficient 
furcties, for payment, which is often a great lofs to the public, and always 
a great inconvenience to the merchant importer. Whereas, by what I (ball 
propofe, the whole duty will amount to no more than four pence three far- 
things per pound, and will not be paid till the tobacco is fold for home 
confumption ; fo that if the merchant exports his tobacco, he will be quite 
free from all payment of duty, or giving fecurity ; he will have nothing to 
do but re-load his tobacco for exportation, without being at the trouble of 
attending to have his bonds cancelled, or taking out debentures for the 
drawbacks : all which, I conceive, muft be a great eafe to the fair trader } 
and to every fucli trader the prevention of frauds mufl; be a great advan- 
tage, becaufe it will put all the tobacco traders in Britain on the lame foot- 
ing, which is but juft and equitable, and what ought, if poffible, to be ac- 
compliflied. 

“ Now, in order to make this eafe effcftual to the fair trader, and to contri- 
bute to his advantage, by preventing, as much as poffible, all frauds for the 
future, I propofe, as I have laid, to join the laws of cxcifc to thole of the cuf- 
toms, and to leave the one penny, or rather three lartljings per pound, called 
the farther fubfidy, to be Hill charged at the cuftom houfe, upon the impor- 
tation of tobacco, wiiich three farthings lhall be payable to his majclly’s civil 
lift as heretofore; and i propofe for the future, that all tobacco, after being 
weighed at the cuftom-houfe, and charged with the laid three farthings per 
pound, lhall be lodged in a warehoufe or warehoulcs, to be appointed by tlie 
commiffioners of excife for that purpofe, of which warehoufe the merchant 
importer lliall have one lock and key, and the warchoul'e-kecper to be aj)- 
pointed by the faid commiffioners fliall have another, that the tobacco 
may lie fafe in that warehoufe, till the merchant finds a market for it, 
either for exportation or home confumption : if his market be for cx- 
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Period V. portation, he may apply to hk warehoufe-keeper, and take out as much for 
73o»t)i734. that purpole as he has occafion for> which, when weighed at the cuftom- 
houfe, (hall be difcharged of the three farthings per pound with which it was 
charged upon importation, fo that the merchant may then export it without 
any farther trouble. But if his market be for home confumption, he 
thall pay the three farthings charged upon it at the cuftom-houfe upon ini' 
portation, and then, upon calling his warehoufe-keeper, he may deliver it 
to the buyer, on paying an inland duty of four pence per pound, to the proper 
officer appointed to receive the lame. 

“ And whereas all penalties and forfeitures to become due by the laws noiv 
in being, for regulating the collection of the duties on tobacco, or at leaft 
all that j).art of them which is not given to informers, now belong to the 
crown, I now propofe that all I'ucli penalties and forfeitures, in fo far as they 
formerly belonged to the crown, fhall for the future belong to the public, and 
be applicable to the fame ufes to which the faid duties fliall be made appli- 
cable by parliament ; and for that purpofe I have the king’s commands to 
acquaint the houfe that he, out of his great regard for the public good, with 
pleafure confents that they lliall be fo applied ; which is a condefeenfion in 
his majefty, that I hope every gentleman in this houfe is fully fenfible of, and 
will freely acknowledge. 

“ Having thus explained my fcheme to the committee, I lhall briefly touch 
on the advantages to be derived from, and anticipate fome of the objc( 5 tioiis 
which may probably be made to it. 

“ Firfl then, turning duties u^wn importation into duties on confumption, 
is manifeftly a great benefit to the merchant importer. The paying down of 
duties, or bonding, are heavy' burthens. The payment of duties requires a 
treble flock to what would elfe be requifite in trade •, and the afking fcciirities, 
befides numerous other inconveniences, fubjefts the merchant to the neceffity 
of returning the favour. It hardly requires to be mentioned, that it is a very 
great accommodation to be obliged to provide for the payment of one penny 
only, inftead of fix pence and one third of a penny. 

, “ The next benefit is the great abatement on the wliole duty. The in- 
land duty being four pence per ‘pound, and the remaining fubfidy three 
farthings, gives an abatement of lo per cent, and of 15 per cent, upon the 
whole: whereas, the 25 per cent, is at prefent given only on the money paid 
down, which is not a fifth of the whole, and but 15 per cent, allowed on 
the four fifths which is bonded. Thus a duty of five pence farthing is paid 
on four fifths of the tobacco, and four pence three farthings on the other 
fifth j while by the plan I propofe, no more than four pence three farthings 
9 will 
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will be paid on the whole. It is eafy to calculate how great the advantage Chapter 41 
niuft be to the planter and fair trader froni thisarrangenrent, which demands 
to fmall an advance, exempts them from all the inconveniences of finding lure- 
ties, and recpiires no ])aymcnt of any confequence, till,j^he moment when 
a purchaier pielents himfclf to refund the coll. 

“ If it fliould be objecfeil againft this projeft, that it makes the tobacco , 
trade a ready money bulinefs which it cahnot bear ; 1 anfwer, that it may be 
I'o or not, as the parties themfelves may chuie to arrange it ; for if the 
inercluuit gives the confumer credit, as lie now' docs, for the duties as well 
as the commodity, tlie ohj^caon ccaics to liavc any weight. 

The great advarU;igo to the public will l>e this, that no duty being paid 
on tobacco dehgned for exportation, an immediate rtop will be put to tlic 
fraud on diawl acks, and to rnoft of the difgraccful efforts of diHionelly, 
which I have previoufly enumerated. This fuel does not require to be veri- 
fied by an cxpcrlincnt ; it is fulHciently proved by the fuccefs and facility 
which .’ttend the colleAion of the malt duty. 

J 

“ I come no'vV to the main point, and w’liich alone can admit of debate ; 
the grand objedfion of making the dealers in tobacco fuhjeA to the laws of 
excife. I am aware, that on thif fubjccl I have arguments or rather affertions 
to encounter, which are of great import in found, though of very little in I’enle. 

Thofewho deal in thefe general declamations ftigmatize the fclieme in the molt: 
unqualified manner, as tending to reduce thole fubjefted to it to a flatc of 
tlavcry. This is an alfertion, the fallacy of which can only be determined by 
comparifon. There arc already ten or twelve articles of confumplion I'ub- 
jeited to the cxcife laws; the revenue derived from tliem amounts to about 
/j. ^jioojooo per annum, which is appropriated to particular purpoles. A 
great number of perfons are, of courfe, involved in the ojicration of thele 
laws ; yet, till the prefent moment, wlien fo Inconfiderablc an addition is pro- 
pofed, not a word has been uttered about the dreadful luirdlbips to be ap- 
prehended from them. Thefe clamours of intereflcd and dilaffefted perfons 
are beft anlwcred by the contented taciturnity C)f thole in whole behalf their 
arguments, if of any force, ought to operate. Arc the brewers and maltllcrs 
Haves, or do th.ey reckon themfelves fo ? Are they not as free in eleftions, to 
clc<5l or be defied, as any others ? or Jet any gentleman prefent fay, if he 
ever met w ith any cqipolition from, or by means of an excifeman ? 

“ T quit this general topic to advert to more particular and Ipecific ob- , 
jeflions : The chief of thorn are, houfes liable to be fearclicd ; the being 
fubjefl to the cU termination of commiiHoners, without appe.al, who are necel- 
larily creatures of the crown; tlic number of excife officers; the injury the 
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Period V. fubjed will fuftain In being tried without a jury ; and the particular intereft 
ii73oi>i7ji4. of the crown in this alteration. 

■“ “ To all thefe objedlions one general obfervation will apply ; that if for 

thefc rcafons this Scheme is to be relinquithed, the whole fyftem of excife laws 
ought to be abandoned. But I (hall examine them one by one. I begin with 
the laft, the moft cruel and unjuft, becaufe it tends to fet up an iitiproper 
diftindion, and draw a ftrong line of oppofition between the interefts of the 
crown and the interefts of the people i that is to fay, between the eftate and 
particular property of the crown, and the eftate and particular property of 
tlie public : this naturally leads to a general confideration of the public re- 
venues. 

“ The revenues may be computed at /. 6,700,000 per annum. The 
public has of this, as its particular intereft and property, about £. j^,goo,ooo 
per annum, namely, the appropriated funds and annual fupplies. The 
proportion remaming to the crown, £. 800,000, is not an eighth part oi 
the whole. And here, in order to obviate a general mifreprefentation, it is 
, necellary to ftate, that the civil lift revenues, in five years, from Midfummer 
1727 to Midfummer 1732, have fallen Ihort of the fum they are fuppofed to 
produce by upw'ards of £.26^000 a year thi the average. Happy indeed 
would be the ftate of the country, if the appropriated duties would anfwer 
all the proper engagements, and leave a furplus fufficient for the current fer- 
vicc ! But if that great objed is not attainable, it is furely well worth the at- 
tention of parliament to provide for a moiety, or even a fourth part of the 
current fervice. The appropriated duties were funds for paying the intereft 
of the national debt. There had been deficiencies in feveral, but now a 
fupply is. made j a finking fund for gradually difeharging the principal. A 
million per annum has for fyveral years been applied, and that, by the pub- 
lic creditors, is now thought more than fufficient. 

“ If under the prefent management, the duties produce much lefs than 
ought to be paid to the public, has the j)ublic a right to make the moft of 
their own revenues, or are they alone excluded from doing themfelves juftice } 
To objed againft the improvement of the king's part, is to fay, that the 
public had better be defrauded of feven parts in eight, than that juftice 
Ihouid be done to the crown in the eighth. If manifeft frauds were difeo- 
vered iir a branch bclonging^pntirely to the civil lift, the poft office, for ex- 
ample, would you rather fahdion the wrong than do juftice to the crown ? 
Why then this unreafonablc jealoufy in the prefent inftance I call the jea- 
louly unreafonablc, bccaufe in this propofition all pofiible care has been 
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taken to avoid the imputation of being defigned for the benefit of the crown. Chapter 41. 
The penny which goes to the civil lift is left to be paid at the cuftom-houfe. ^733* . 
All increafe from the inland duty is not to go to the crown but to the public. 

All fines, forfeitures, and penalties arifing from the inlaiid duties, are re- 
nounced by the crown, and appropiated to the public. In a word, the crown 
will have no intereft in the inland duty, but as truftce for the public. 

“ This faA, duly confidered, anfvvers the great objedtion to the determi- 
nation of commiffioners. For granting, for a moment, that commiflloners are 
to be fuppofed corrupt, venal, and creatures of the crown, what influence can 
their regard for the crown have on them, to induce them to opprefs the peo- 
ple, when the crown has no intereft in their determination But though this 
anfvver might reafonably be deemed fatisfadlory and fufficient, yet to obviate 
even fpeculative objedlions, a rejuedy is fupplied for this fuppofed grievance, 
by invefting three of the twelve judges with a power of determining, in a 
fummary way, all appeals brought before them within the bills of mortality ; 
and in tlie country, the fame pow'er is to be vefted in one of the judges of 
the aflize going the next circuit. This renders it impoflible that the inte- 
reft of the fubjedl can be facrificed to undue influence on the one hand, or 
the revenue to private folicitation, perfonal friendlbip or regard on the other. 

While fuch a tribunal prefents itlelf, no offender would chufe to be carried 
into Weftminfter hall, rather than have his caufe judged in a fummary way. 

The benefit of a trial by jury would not induce a man to encounter the te- 
dious, vexatious, .and expenfive proceedings in a court of law, more burthen- 
fome than the penalcies and forfeitures in difputc. As far .as my own obfer- 
vation enables me to judge on the prefent fyllem, where the commiflioners 
have, in moft cafes, a power to determine theml'elves, or to bring informa- 
tions, I have found that moft people, againft whom informations have been 
laid, have been defirous that their caufes Ihould be determined by commif- 
fioners i but I never yet heard of one who was willing to take his caufe out 
of the hands of the commilTioners to have it tried in Weftminfter hall. One 
reafon which contributes to render the cxercife of power by the commiffioners 
more popular is, that they polfefs the privilege of mitigation, which is not 
entrufted to the judges, w'ho are merely adminiftrators of the law, according 
to the letter. 

“ The next objeft ion is the increafe of revenue officers, which fear, 
intereft, and affeftation have magnified into a ftanding army. This ftand- 
ing army, allowing the propofed addition to extend to tobacco and w'ine, will 
not, according to the eftimate of the commiffioners, exceed one hundred and 
twenty-fix perfons ■, that number, in addition to thofc already employed, will 
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do all the duty. In this computation, warehoufc- keepers are of courfe not 
■ included, their number mull be uncertain, for the fatisfadion and accommo- 
dation of the merchants ; Few houfes, however, out of London, will be fub- 
jc(fl to the exciie laws which arc not fo already. 

“ The only remainim^ objedion is, thepo^^er of officers to enter and fearch 
houfes. This objoftion could not poffibly have any weight, without the aid 
of grofs mifconccfition, or mifreprefentation. All warehoufes, cellars, (hops, 
and rooms ufed for keeping, manufacturing, or felling tobacco, are to be en- 
tereti at the inland office. Thefe are to be alwa3's liable to the infpeClion of 
the officer, and it is to be made penal to keep or conceal tobacco in any room 
or })!ace not entered. But no other part of the houfe is liable to be fcvarchcd 
without a warrant and a conftablc, which warrant is not to be granted with- 
out an affidavit of the caufe of fulpicion. The praclice of the culloms is now 
llronger; they can enter with a writ of affillance without any affidavit. But 
why all this folicitude in the behalf of fraud ? If the powers given by cither, 
or both the fyflems of revenue law are not fufficient (as I am informed they 
are not in the cafe of tea) it is an argument to add more checks, but no ar- 
gument againll the application of this. 

“ The regulation in thefe two commodities, can afiecl neither trade, the 
poor, or the manufacturer. The poor are not at all concerned in the queflion 
of tobacco, as the retailer now fells all tobacco at the rate of duty paid. The 
manufiiClurer i.s concerned as little, for the fame reafon, and neither one or 
the other drinks any wine. The landed intcreft cannot be affeCted by it in 
confcquence of an advanced charge on the poor and the manufacturer. The 
whole clamour then is in favour of the retailer or tradefnian, and even he 
cannot fuffer, unlefs guilty of frauds, 

“ This is the feheme which has been reprefented in fo dreadful and terri- 
ble a light j this is the monfter, the many-houded monfter, which was to de- 
vour the people, and commit fuch ravages over the w hole nation. How 
juftly it has been reprefented in fuch a light, I fliall leave to this committee 
and to the world without doors to judge. I have laid, and will repeat it, 
that whatever apprehenfions and terrors people may have been brought under 
from a falfe and malicious reprefentation of what they neither did, or could 
know or underftand, I am fully purfuaded, that when tlicy have duly confider- 
ed the Icheme I have now the honour to open to you, they will view it in an- 
other light ; and that if it has the good fortune to meet the approbation of 
parliament, and comes to takeeffeCl, the people will foon feel the happy con- 
Icquences of it ; and when they experience thefe good cffeCls, they will no 
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longer look on thofe perfons as their friends, who have fo grofsiy impofed on 
their undei ;t:i.n.dings. 

“ I loolc up n i* as amofl innocent fchemc; it can be hurtful to none but 
fnmgglers and unfair traders. I am certain it will be of great benefit to the 
revenue, and will tend to make Lonuon a free port, and by conse- 
quence, THE market of THE WORLD. Ifl had thought othervvife of 
it I would never have ventured to propofe it in this place.” 

He then concluded, by moving a repeal of the fubfidy and additional duty 
on tobacco, amounting in the whole to five pence and one third of a penny 
in the pound weight. 

The members of oppofition were not filenced or dlfmayed by the ample and 
candid manner in which the minlfter opened and explained his fcheme, and 
pointed out its benefits. Though he had anticipated many of their objedlions, 
and fhewn their futility, yet they brought them forward with as much confi- 
dence and perfeverance as if they had been perfeftly juft and entirely new. 
The debate was long and animated ; the minifter was principally fupported 
by Mr. Yorke, then attorney general, and afterwards earl of Hardwicke, and 
Sir Jofeph Jckyll, mafter of the rolls. The principal orators of oppofition 
were alderman Perrys Sir Paul Methuen, Sir John Barnard, Heathcote, Pul- 
teney, and Sir William Wyndham, who peculiarly diftinguifhed himfelf on 
this occafion. 

Their efforts were generally dired:ed to countenance the poj')ular clamours, 
which they thcmfelves had excited : They recurred to all the inflammatory 
topics drawn from the introdudlion of a Handing army of cxcifcmcn, 
giving arbitrary power to the prince, and enflaving the lubjeift. They de- 
preciated the propofed fcheme, by affefting to demonllrate, that wlicn the 
manner of committing a fraud was dil'covered, the farther perpetration of 
it became imprafticable. Alderman Perry, in the name of the merchants of 
London, oftcred to anfwer for all the bonds Outftanding, in conlideration 
of adifeount o{£. 20,000, but he took care to except all thole which were 
dcTperate, and made no calculation of their probable amount. Sir John Bar- 
nard called in the commiffioners of the cuftoms, who were obvioufly intercfled 
to prevent the completion of the cxcife fcheme, and alkcd them what they 
thought the frauds in the tobacco trade might amount to, one year with an- 
other They anfwercd, they had never made any computation ; but one of 
them laid that he had, as matter of private curiofity, calculated on the fub- 
jc(ft, and thought it might amount to thirty or forty thoufancl fKiuruJs a 
year. Sir John then enquired ; Whether it was tlicir opinion, th^t if il)c 
officers of the cuftoms did their duly diligently and faiilifully, it would cf- 
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fcdlually prevent all or moft of the frauds in the tobacco trade? This w.as, 
of courfe, anfvvered in the affirmative. On the bafis ofthis loofe unauthen- 
ticated information, and hardy aflertion, the oppofition reviled the feheme 
with the moft unqualified abufe, and unfparing ridicule. 

Pultcney faid, “ The honourable gentleman was pleafed to dwell on the 
generofity of the crown in giving up the fines, forfeitures, and feizures to the 
public 3 but in my opinion, it will be a poor equivalent for the many oppref- 
fions and exaftions which the people will be expofed to by this feheme. I 
mult lay, that the honourable gentleman has been, of late, mighty bounti- 
ful and liberal in his oft'ers to the public. He has been fo gracious to alk us, 
^Vill you have a land tax of two fliillings in the pound ? A land tax of one 
(hilling in the pound ? Or will you have no land tax at all ? Will you have 
your debts paid ? Will you have them foon paid ? Tell me but what you 
want, let me but know how you can be made eafy, and it lhall be done 
for you. Thefc are moll generous offers ; but there is fomething fo verj’^ ex- 
traordinary, fo farcical in them, that, really, I can hardly mention them with- 
out laughing: It puts me in mind of the ftory of Sir Epicure Mammon 
in the Alchymill. He was gulled of his money by fine promifes ; he was* 
promifed the philofopher’s (tone, by which he was to get mountains of gold, 
and every thing clfc he could defire j but all ended at lalt in fame little thing 
for airing the itch'' 

Sir William Wyndham made a moft able and vehement fpeech, in which 
he alluded to Empfom and Dndtevy who, to gratify the avarice ot their mafter, 
drained the purfes of the fubjefts, not by new taxes, but by a fevere and ri- 
gorous execution of the laws that had been enabled. “ But what was their 
fate ? They had the misfortune to out-live their mafter, and his fon, as foon 
as he came to tire throne, took off both their heads.” “ There never was a 
feheme,” adtled he, “ which encountered fo much diflike and diffiitisfaftion 
from the people in general ; the whole natioir has already fo openly declared 
their averlion, that I am furprifed to fee it inlifted on j the very propofing of 
(uch a feheme in the houfe of commons, after fo many rembnftrances againft 
it I muft think moft audacious 3 it is, in a manner, flying in the face of the 
whole people of England,” 

In reply to thefe obfervations, the minifter faid, that much of the matter 
thrown out by the fpcakers on the other fide was foreign to the debate : that 
the ancient hiftorians, not only ofthis but other countries, had been ranfack- 
ed to find parallel cafes of wicked minifters, and make afteded aj)plicatiQns. 
“ Of late years (he laid) I have dwelt but little in the ftudy ofhiftory, but I 
have a very good prompter behind me,” (meaning the attorney general) “ and 
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?by his means I can rccolleft, that tlie cafe of Empfom and Dudley was fo 
different from any thing that can poffibly be prefumed from the cafe now 
/before us, that I wonder how it w'as poflible to bring them into the debate. 
Thofe men had, by virtue of old and obfolete laws, unjuftly extorted great 
fums tif money from people, under pretence that they had become liable to 
penalties for the breach of ftatutes, which had for many years fallen into dif- 
ufe. I mufl fay (and I hope moft of thofe who hear me will think) tlwt it is 
very unjuft to draw any parallel between their clmraders and mine. If ray 
charader is, or fhould ever come to be, in any refpedt, like their’s, I fliall de- 
ferve their fate ? But while I know mylclf innocent, I fhall depend upon the 
protedion of the laws of my country ; as long as they can proted me I am 
fafe i and if that protedion fliould fail, I am prepared to fubmit to the worll 
that can happen. I know that my political and minifterial life has by fomc 
gentlemen been long wilhed at an end, but they may afk their own difap- 
pointed hearts, how vain their wiflies have beenj and as for my natural life, I 
have lived long enough to learn to be cafy about parting with it.” 

He then .adverted to the artifices which had been ufed to exafperate 
the people, whom he compared to puppets, which perfons behind the 
curtsjjin played, and obliged to fay whatever they pleafed. He expofed the 
.methods which had been ufed to draw a concourfe of people to the door, 
-fuch as fending circular letters by the beadles ; and concluded in thefc words ; 

Gentleman may fay what they pleafe of the multitudes now at our door, 
and in all tlie avenues leading to this houfci they may call tliem a modefl 
•multitude if they will j but whatever temper they were in when they came 
hither, it may be very much altered now', after having w'aifcd fo lojig at 
our door. It may be very cafy for forae dcligning feditk)us perfon to raife 
a tumult and difordcr among them, and when tumults are once begun, no 
man knows where tliey may end ; he is a greater man than any I know in the 
nation, that could with the fame cafe appeafe them. For this realbn, I think 
it. was neither regular or prudent to ufeany methods for bringing fuch mul- 
.fitudes to this place, under any pretence whatever. GCTUlcmca may give 
them what name they think fit, it may be faid they came hither as humble 
fupplicant,s, but I know whom the law calls Jlurdy bcgg/in and thofe wlio 
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brought them hither, could riot be certain but that they might have behaveef 
in the fame n>annen” 

After a few words from Sir John Barnard, in which he defended tl>e 
aflTembling of people at die doors, and affeftedly gave to the phrafe Jlurdy 
beggar St that invidious fenle in which it was afterwards fo much repeated 
by the enemies of the minifter, the queftion was called for, and pafled by a 
majority of 6t j (266 againft 205.) Tlie firft refolutiou being thus carried, 
three others were put, and agreed to without a divifton. 

The debate was protradled till two o’clock in the morning, an hour at 
that time confidered extremely late. The people without were fo exalperated,. 
that as Sir Robert pafled towards his carriage, feme of them caught him by 
the cloak, and would probably have committed fome violent outrage on his 
jierfon, if his Ion, Edward Walpole, and general Churchill had not inter- 
fered. 

On the i6th Sir Charles Turner, according to order, reported to the houle 
the proceedings of the committee. The debate was relumed with increafed 
acrimony, ' Sir John Barnard, Bacon, Sir Thomas Alton, lord Morpeth, 
Pulteney, and Waltei: Plumer oppofed the queftion, that the houfe fliould 
agree to the report. Horace Walpole, lord Hervey, Sir Thomas Robin- 
fon, lord Glenorchy, Clayton, and Sir Robert Walpole fupported it; the 
houfe divided ; the affirmative was voted by a majority of 60 * ; (249 againft 
189) and Sir Charles Turner, the chancellor of the exchequer, the attorney 
general, the folicitor general, Doddington, Clayton, Sir William Yonge, Sir 
George Oxenden, Scrope, and Edward Walpole, were direiled to prepare and 
bring in the bill. 

The effeft of this bill on the public mind was lb great, and the ferment 
it occafioned fo violent, that I have judged it proper to Hate every divifion 
which took place during its difeuffion. It is unneceflary to fpecify the par- 
ticulars of the debates, which, though conduced with great afperity, con- 
tained little novelty, and were often on mere points of order, or difeuffion 
of precedents. 

The bill was brought in, and read a firft time, on the 4th of April. An 
objciftion was made that Ibnie parts of it were not witliin the compafs of the 
relblutions, and that it Ihould therefore be withdrawn. This was over- 
ruled by a majority of 56 -f i (2.32 againft 176). A motion being then made 
for the houfe to adjourn, was negatived by 237 againft 199, and another for 
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tW fecond readir^ on that day ft’nnightwas carried by a majority of 36 * y Chapter 41. 
(236 againft 200.) The next dayjt was propofed to print the bill, and dil- ^ 7 33 - ^ 
tribute a proper number of copies to the members of tlie houfe, which 
being oppoled by the minifteri was negatived by a majority of t6 -f* ; (128 
againft 112,) 

The lord mayor of London, however, contrived to obtain a copy, and laid 
it before the common council; who refolved to petition the houfe againft the 
bill, and praj’^ed to be heard by couni'el. Tlic petition was patroniieil by 
Sir John Barnard, and ordered to lie on the table ; but their being heard by April, 

counfel was over-ruled by a majority of 17 ; (214 againft 197.) The next 

day (imilar applications w'ere made from the towns of Nottingham and Co- 
ventry. The order of the day being then read, for the fecond reading of the 
bill, Walpole moved that it fhould be pollponed to the tw'clfth day of June ; 

As it was generally underftood, tliat the houlc would adjourn before that B'lf relwi- 
day, it was manifeft, that the minifter meant to abandon his feheme. This 
mode, hovyever, of dropping it, did not pleafe the patriots of oppofition, they 
wanted it to be rejeifted with fome fevere animadverfion, but though fome 
hints were thrown out to that effect, yet the general fenfe of the houfe, 
which was uncommonly full, was fo apparent againft it, that they did not 
think it prudent to make any fpecific motion. 

Many conjedtures have been made on the motives which induced, the mi- 
nifter to abandon his plan ; but I find none fo fatisfadtory as the diflike 
of counteradling the public ojjinion. The decline of his majority from 
61 on the firft, to 17 on the laft divifion, aff(>rds no folution of his motives, 
for the intermediate queftions w'cre not of fo much importance as the firft, 
and though fome of his friends, undoubtedly from a dread of encountering 
the fury of a milguided populace, retired for a time from the feene of con- 
teft, I do not find, from the printed lift in tire l liftoriqal Regifter, that more 
than four joined the ftandard of oppofition. Nor is it probable that the 
threat of farther defertions alarmed the minifter, bccaufe, if his partifans had 
refolved to abandon liim, they would have united themlelves with the oppoll- 
.tion, and have formed a conftant majority in the houfe againft him. Ah 
anecdote recorded by one of his friends, renders it ftill more probable, that 
his unwlllingnefs to carry any mcafure marked by popular difapprobatio'n, 
was the true motive of his condiiil. 

“ On tlie evening before tlie report. Sir Robert fummoned a meeting of 
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tlie principal rticmbers who bad fupported the' bill. It was very largely af* 
tended. He reserved his own opinion till the laft : But perlcverance was* 
the unanimous ■voice. It vvas urged that all taxes were obnoxious, and there 
would be an end of fupplies', if mobs w^ere to controul the legiflature in ^ 
the manner of railing them. When Sir Robert had heard' them all, he af-- 
lltrctl theni, “ How confeious ho was of liaving meant well that in the 
prefent inflamed temper of the pcoifle, the aCb could not be carried into exe- 
cution without an arraetl force. I'hat there would be an enil of tlie liberty 
of England, if lupplics were to be railed by the fword,. 'If,, therefore, the 
relblution was to proceed with tlie bill, he would inftantly reejuefl: the king’s 
permifliou to refign, for he would not be the miniftcr to enforce taxes, at 
the expence of blood 

Tliough the houfe did not rile, as w'as expc(S:ed,,l'>efore the 12th of June, 
yet they adjourned over that day, lb that the tobacco bill was dropt, and 
the wine bill was never brought forward. The. defeat of this propofition 
was celebrated in London, and various parts of the kingdom,, as a great na- 
tional viftory. Bonfires w'ere made, effigies burnt, cockades were generally 
worn, inferibed with the motto of Liberty, Property, and no Excise ; the 
Monument was illuminated, and every demonllrat ion. given of exuberant 
triumph and exceflTive joy. The univerfity of Oxford' gave into the lame 
folly, carried their rejoicings to a moft indecent excefs. The gownfmen 
joined and encouraged tlie mob, jacobitical cries refounded through the town, 
and three da3's pafled in this difgraceful manner before the vice chancellor 
and prodors could reftore tranquillity. 

The public rejoicings, and the general averfion entertained againflthe excife, 
infpired the oppofition with hopes that they would be enabled, through that 
medium, to embarrafs government, and effedl the removal of the miniller, 
by compelling him to repeal the whole body of excife laws. With thiilriew, 
a petition from the dealers in tea and coffee, praying for relief againfl; the 
excife laws, as oppreffive and injurious to trade, was prefented, but it was rc- 
jeded by 250 againft 150 -f. 

Notwitfiftanding this defeat, tlie oppofition ftill laboured; under two grofs 
niiftakes: the firft w'as, that many members who promoted the bill, had 
voted in contradidion to their real fentiments from felfintereft ; and the- 
fccond, that the king did not cordially fupport the minifter, but waited only- 
for a favourable opportunity of removing him. They had the mortification, 
however to be fully undeceived in thefe- opinions. A fufficient proof that 


• This anecdote is mentioned in “ Hif- ber for Retford, who lived in frtendlliip with; 
'torical Remarks on the Taxation of free Sir Robert Walpole. 
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they had undervalued the number of thofe members who were attached to Chapter 41, 
the minifter foon appeared, u}X)n a motion, for appointing by ballot a ^ 
committee to enquire into the frauds in the culloms. This propofal 
was intended to^^rcduce the minifter to a dilemma. If it had been re- 
jefted, it would have been faid, that he durft not Hand an inquiry into the 
faifts which he had laid down as the principle on which the excilc bill was 
founded : If it was carried, great hopes w'ere entertained, that in chufing a 
committee by ballot, many of thofe members who they believed had 1 up- 
ported the minifter from a dread of incurring his dif jiloafure, would venture 
to give their votes in favour of their lift, in preference to the court lift, 
when it would not be known for which lift eacli particular jrerfon gave his 
vote. No oppofition being made, a ballot took place, and a warm conteft; 
enfued j each fide aded an open and manly part. Their lefpedive lifts con- 
tained the names of thofe only who were ftaunch friends, and the court lift 
was carried by a majority of 85. This decifive vidory put an end to the 
efforts and hopes of oppofition for this feflion of parliament *. 

They were no lefs undeceived in their opinion, that the king did not cor- The king 
dially fupport the minifter. Some perfons of great confccuencc, had alfo hipports 
about this period joined oppofition, and this defedion was increafed 
from an idea which generally prevailed, that the credit of Walpole was de- 
clining, and his difgrace certain. In the houfe of peers, the oppofitioji, 
w'hich had been rendered formidable by the jundion of lord Carteret, 
was confiderably increafed by the defedion of feveral who cnjoj'ed very [)ro- 
fitable ports under the crown : The carl of Chefterficld, lord fteward of tJie 
houlhold, the earl of Burlington, captain of the bancl of penfioners, lord 
Clinton, lord of the bed chamber, and three Scotch peers, the duke of Mon- 
trofe, keeper of the great feal, the earl of Stair, vice admiral, and the carl of 
Marihmont, lord regifter. To thefe were added, lord Cobham, colonel of 
the king’s regiment of horfe, and the duke of Bolton, colonel of the king’s 
regiment of horfe guards. Many of thefe had influenced their friends in 
i he houfe of commons, and particularly the three brothers of lord Chefter- 
ficld, had' voted againft the excife bill. It was generally lielieved, that the 
number and confcquence of thefe peers would prevent the minifter from 
venturing to remove them, and that the king would not confent to their dif- 
million or refignation. But the event proved otherwife. On the 1 1 th Removal j 
of April the excife bill was abandoned ; and on the 13 th, as the earl of Chefter- 
field -f, in company with lord Scarborough, was going up the great ftair-cafe 

* De la Faye and Thomas Pelham, to the earl VValdegravc, Cerrefpondcncc, April 26. 
f Maty’s Life of Lord Chefterficld, .Se6t, 4. 
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of the palace at St. James’s, he was informed by a fervaht of the duke of. 
Grafton, that his mafter Wanted to fee him on bufinefs of the greateft im- 
portance } on returning home the duke of Grafton waited on him, and ac- 
quainted him that he was come by the king’s command to require the furrender 
of the white ftvafF, which was immediately delivered. The difmiffion of Chef- 
terfield was followed by the removal of Montrofe, the earls of Stair, Burling- 
ton, and Marchmont, and lord Clinton. The refentment of the minifter was 
carried fo fir, tliat lord Cobhani and the duke of Bolton were even deprived 
of their regiments *. 


And promo- The authority of the minifter was alfo fully proved by the nomination of 
^ous. his confidential friends to the vacant oflices, among whom the earl of Hay was 

mofl confpicuous. His fon, lord Walpole, was alfo made lord lieutenant 
of the county of Devon, in the room of lord Clinton, and all doubts 
of his fuperior influence in the cabinet, were removed by the appoint- 
ment of Sir Charles W^er to" the office of firft lord of the admiralty, 
vacant by the death of lord Tonington, Which took place in June. His 
pow'er on this occafion was far more evident, becaufe there was no inftance, 
flnee the acceffion of the houfe of Brunfwick, that a commoner was railed 
to that high office, and becaufe George the Second had a ftrong predilection 
for perfons of rank, and had been informed, that the family ot Sir Charles 
Wager was not fufficiently diflinguifhed. 

It is curious to obferve the veteran feaman, in a letter to Sir Robert W^il* 
pole 'f, found his title to that poft, not on his naval fervices, which no one could 
■ deny, but on a fanciful genealogy. The demur, however, was over-ruled by 
the minifter, the king’s fcruples were removed, the Herald’s office did not 
Hand in his way, and he w'as placed at the head of the admiralty, which 
poft he continued to fill, during the adminiftration of Walpole, with much 
advantage to the minifter, with great benefit to his country, and with ifb left 
credit to himfelf. 

The king, in his' fpeech from the throne, on the prorogation of the par- 
liament, adverted to the artifices employed to delude the minds of the people, 
and to pervert the truth. “ I cannot pafs by unobferved, the wicked endea- 
vours that have lately been made ufe of to inflame the minds of the people, 
and by the moft unjuft mifreprefentation to raife tumults and diforders, that 
almoft threatened the peace of the kingdom ; but I depend upon the force 
of truth, to remove the groundlcft jcaloufies that have been raifed, of defigns 


* Hiftorical Regifter. 

f Sir Charles Wager to Sir Robert Walpole, :a July, 1731. Correfpondence, Period V, 
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carrying on againft the liberties of my people, and upon your known fidelity, 
to defeat and fruftrate the expedlations of fuch as delight in confufion. It 
is my inclination, and has always been my ftudy, to preferve the religious and 
civil rights of all my fubjcds. Let it be your care to undeceive the deluded, 
and to make them fcnfible of their prefent happinefs, and the hazard they run 
of being unwarily drawn, by fpccious pretences, into their own deftrudion.” 


CHAPTER THE FORTY-SECONDj . 

1734 - . 


ChrtraSier of Lord Hardwicke. — Parliamentary Proceedings. — Efforts of the Mi- 
nority in Parliament. — ‘The Exci/e.—The Removal of the Duke of Bolton and 
Lord Cobham. — 77 /^ Place Bill. — Motion for the Repeal of Septennial Par- 
liaments. — Sir fVilliam IVyndham's Speech.— Walpole's Reply. — Bolinghrokc" s 
retreat to France. — The King's Speech. — Dijfolution of Parliament. 

I N confequence of the numerous removals and refignations among the 
peers, w'hich had taken place the laft teflion, the oppofition in the upper 
houfe became extremely formidable, and the majority of good fpcakers were 
ranged on that fide. To counterbalance this preponderaucy. Sir Philip- 
Yorke was made lord chief jufticc of the court of King’s Bench. 

This great law'yer, who fat fo long and with lb diilinguilhed a charader 
for integrity and knowledge at the head of the law, liad raifed himfelf Ibicly 
by his eminent talents. The eloquence which he difplayed at the bar had 
recommended him to notice, and in 1719 he was appointed foiicitor general, 
in the 30th year of his age ; at the fame time he was re-eledcd for the borough 
of Lewes in Suffex, by the intereft of his patron, the duke of Newcaftle. In 
1723' he was nominated attorney general, and highly diftinguiflicd himfelf 
by his prudent and able fpeeches in the houfe of commons. In Odober, 
1733, he was conftituted lord chief juftice of the King’s Bench, and in No- 
vember, in the fame year, called to the upper houfe, by the title of baron 

Hardwicke, 
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Hardwicke. Thti ftyle of his , eloquence was more adapted to the houfc j: 
lords than to the houfe of commons. ’ • The tone of his voice was pleafmg 
and melodious, his manner was placid and d^nified. Precifion of arrange- 
ment, clofenefs of argument, fluency of expreflion, elegance of ditftion, great 
knowledge of the fiibjed on whicli he’fpoke, were his particular charaderiftics. 
He feldora role into great animation j his chief aim was more to convince 
than amufc j to appeal to the judgment rather than to the feelings of his audi- 
tors. He poflelled a perfed command over bimfclf, and his even temper was 
never ruffled by petulant oppolition, or malignant invedive,- 

The parliatnent aflembled on the 17th Januar)', and as it was the lafl. 
felfion, the minority exerted their utmoft eftbrts to dillrefs the minifter, and 
.to incrcafe liis unpopularity. 

- The plan of attack was in this, as in the feffion of 1730, principally form- 
ed by Bolingbroke ; ^nd under his aufpices, and by his diredion, ably con- 
duded by Sir William Wyndlram, who I'eems to have particularly dilliu- 
guiflied himfclf in the debates. 

They firft tried their ftrength in various motions for papers and copies of 
inftrudions which were fent to the Britilh minifters in France and Spain j 
for an acldrcfs to know how far the king was engaged by his good offices in 
the caufes of the war againfl the- Emperor ; and for an account of what appli- 
cation had been made by the parties engaged in hoftilities. In thefe mo- 
tions their exertions were baffled by the minifter, and the fmalleft majority in 
his favour was 95. Having exhaufted their efforts in regard to foteign trant- 
adions, in which he appeared to be moft vulnerable, they direded their views 
to domcftic events. 

They attempted to renew the pulftic clamours about the excife, and to ac- 
cufe the minifter of not having totally rclinqUillred that fclicmc ; and of wait- 
ing only for a favourable opportunity of again introducing it. For this pur- 
pole a petition being again prefented from the druggifts, and other dealers in 
tea, for relief agalnft the excife laws, fonic of the leading members of oppo- 
fition took this opportunity of attempting to revive the debate, and were 
inexcufably perfonal in their invedives againft the minifter, Pulteney in pai’- 
ticular obferved, “ I am perfuaded he ftill entertains the fame opinion of the 
excife, and waits only for a proper opportunity to renew it ; for which realbn 
he is unwilling that we ftiould go into fuch a committee as is now propoled, 
left we ftrould fap all the foundations of any future projed for a farther ex- 
tenfion of the excife laws.” The reply of the minifter to this inlinuation 
' was dired and manly. After repelling the attacks with equal fpirit and energy, 
‘ h9 
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he faid, As to the wicked fcheme, as the gentleman wal pleafed to call 
it, which he would perfuade gentlemen is not yet laid alide, I, for my part, 
aflure this houfe, I am not fo mad as ever again to eng.^ in any thing that 
looks like an excife, though in my own private opinion, I Hill think it was a 
fcheme that would have tended vety much to the intereft of the nation, and 
I am convinced that all the clamours without doors, aiid a great part of the 
oppofition it met with every where, was founded upon artful falfehoods, mif- 
reprefentations, and infinuations, that fuch things were intended as had never 
entered into*the thoughts of any man with whom I am acquainted.”. Incon- 
fequence of this explicit declaration, the aflertions of the contrary fide made 
little impreflion on the houfe, and the queftion for referring the petition to a 
committee, was negatived by 433 againft 155 

The fpirit of oppofition was carried to fuch an excefs, that the minority 
noijt only refilled every meafure of government with unabating pertinacity, 
bi|j|pj6ught forwards a queftion that had a dired tendency to undermine 
anooeftroy the conftitution which they afieded fo zealoully to admire. In 
fad, this attempt had fo dired a tendency to renew that military independ- 
ance, which in the laft century had fubverted the throne, and enflaved the 
people, that even thofe writers who, in other refpeds, invariably deciy the 
Walpole adminiftration, have not fcrupled to reprobqite this propofal, though it 
was fupported with all the ftrength of their favourite party -j-. The motion 
related to the removal of the duke of Bolton and lord Cobham from their mi- 
litary commands. 

Lord Morj)eth, after the reading of the mutiny bill, role, and concluded 
a fpecch full of trite refledions on a Handing army, under the influence of 
the crown, on the danger of arbitrary power, and fome inapplicable and erro- 
neous allufions to the conftitution of Holland and Sweden, by moving 
for leave to bring in a bill “ for fecuring the conftitution, by j)reventing 
officers, not above the rank of colonels of regiments, from being deprived of 
their commiffions, otherwife than by judgment of a court martial to be held 
for thjft purpofe, or by addrefs of either houfe of parliament.” 

This motion was argued at great length, and with uncommon warmth j but 
•though ancient and modern hiftoiy was ranfacked, and every topic intro- 
duced which ingenuity could fuggeft, few obfcrv.ations worthy of record were 
produced. The minority were fully employed in defending their propofition 
againft the charges with wliich it was overwhelmed by the minifterid advo- 
cates. 
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Walpole cohcliadfed the debate *, with a fpeech replete "With found princi- 
ples and conftitutional dodtrines. He defended not only the prerogative ofthe 
crown, but the infereft of parliament, and the well-being of the community, 
againft the horrible defpotifm of a ftratocracy, or ^array government j vin- 
dicated the purity of court martials, and deprecated the evils whicn would 
refult to the fcrvice from fubjedting them to the influence of intrigue, and 
making their dccilions the mean Of retaining or forfeiting a poll: for Irfev 
" The behaviour of an officer, he obferved, may be influenced by malice, 
revenge, and faction, and on the pretence of honour and confcience j and if 
ever any officer of the army, becaufe the king refiifed to comply with fome 
very unreafonable demand, fliould refolve to oppofe in every thing the mea- 
fures of government, I fhould think any man a moft -pitiful minifter if he 
ihould be afraid of advifing his majefty to calhier fuch an officer. On the 
contrary, I (hall leave it as a legacy to’ all future minifters that upohl 
occafion, it is their duty to advife their mafter that fuch a man is 
have any command in his armies. Our king has, by his prerogative, a poy^ of 
placing, preferring, and removing any officer he pleafes, cither in our army oc 
militia ; It is by that prerogative chiefly, he is enabled to execute our laws, 
and preferve the peace of the kingdom : if a wrong ufe fliould be made of that 
prerogative, his minifters arc accountable for it to parliament; but it cannot be 
taken from him or diminiflied without overturning our conftitution ; for our 
prefent happy conftitution may be overturned by republican, as well as by 
arbitrary fchemes. Therefore it muft be left to his majefty to judge by what 
motives an officer a<Ets, and if he thinks an officer afts from bad motives, in 
duty to himfelf, he ought to remove him.” He then expatiated on the danger 
of a diftatorfhip from the meafure propofed, and concluded with the con- 
fti t u t ional apothegm : 

“ Naiumtis ic'ges Anglia: mutari. 


The queftion was negatived without a divilion I'. 

Foiled in this attempt, the oppofition renewed the attack on a m-ound 
more plaulible and popular,- that of perfonal inquiry. Sandys moved' for an- 
addrefs, ” humbly to defire his majefty, gracioufly to inform the houfe, 
by whofe advice he had been pleafed to difeharge the duke of Bolton and 
lord Cobham, and what crimes were alledged againft them;” Pulteneyfe- 
conded the motion. Tlic miniftry difeerning the views of their opponents. 


* Lord Gather logh fa Id a few words after 
kim> but they contained a fimple difllnt, unen- 
forced by argument, expreflive only of the ob- 
ligations of the army to the movers of the 
^ocltion. 
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and knowing that^ to difcufs the queftion would produce the fame effeft as 
pleading to a fpccific charge, by letting loofe on them all the j)owers of invec- 
tive, and all the arts of raifreprefentation, declined the contell ; they made no 
reply, but called for the queftion. Sir William Wyndham in vain attempted, 
by reproaches and inveftives, to })rovoke a debate, the quellion was again 
called for, and on adivifion, negatived by 25a againll 193 *. 

On the fame day the duke of Marlborough brought into the houfe ol' 
lords, a bill limilar to that in the commons, but it was thrown out after the 
firfl reading. A motion to the lame purport as that of Sandys, was made by 
lord Carteret, but rejedted, ^^rotefts on both occalions w'ere entered on the 
jouintf s, figned by upwards 01 thirty peers, and the duke of Bolton and lord 
Cobliam feparately figned a fliort and manly proteft. 

Another meafure of oppofition, calculated to render thcmfelves popular, was 
to revive a felf-denying ordinance, which had excited much clamour in the 
reign of king William, and, after great oppofition, had formed an article 
among the limitations in the adt of Icttlement, but had iTcen afterwards re- 
pealed. It was intitled a bill for fecuring the freedom of parliament, by U-- 
miting the number of officers (both civil and military) in the houfe of com- 
mons, Several friends of the miniiler were ftrongly inclined to favour the 
bill, and others could not venture to oppofe fo popular a quellion at the eve 
of a general eledion. 

The motion was alfo fo agreeable to the fentiments of many among the 
Whigs, whoufually fupported government, that the miniiler did not ule his 
influence on this occafion. He did not even Ipeak in the debate, but con- 
tented himfelf with giving a lilent vote, as he did on the penfion bill. For 
thefe realbns it was negatived by a very fmall majority of 230 againll 191 
But a fmall majority on this lingle quellion had no effed on the general Hate 
of parties. It fully proved the judgment of Walpole, in not committing 
himfelf in fubjeds of fo much delicacy, or preffing his adherents to vote in 
oppofition to popular prediledions. 

But the quellion on which the oppofition founded their principal hopes, 
if not of fuccefs, at leall of embarraffing the miniiler, was a propofal to re- 
peal the feptennial bill, which was firll introduced on this occafion, and af- 
terwards annually renewed. 

It had been long a matter of furprife, that a quellion which was fo well 
calculated to increafe their popularity, had not been propofed before. But 
the fad was, that in this particular inftance the oppofition w^as divided. 
The-Tories and Jacobites, who had llrenuoufly refilled the introdudion ol' 
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the bill, could not obtain the co-operation of the difaiFeded^ Whigs, as it 
feemed to imply a derelidion of their principles, to vote for the repeal of a 
bill which they had once thought necelfary for the fecurity of the Proteftant 
lucceffion. At the repeated inftigations of Bolingbrokc, Sir William Wynd- 
ham and the leading Tories perfifted, and at length carried their point. The 
Whigs reluftantly complied, and proved, by their manner of conducing the 
debate, the awkward fituation in which they were placed. The motion was 
made by Bromley, and feconded by Sir John St, Aubyn. The only Whigs 
of any confequence who fpoke for the queftion, were Sir John Barnard, who 
laid only a few words, and Palteney, who role late in the debate. He made 
a Ihort ipeech, and prefaced it with an apology for his apparent inconliftency, 
in voting for the repeal of a bill which he had fupported at the time of its 
introduftion. 

The fpeech of Sir William Wyndham on this occafion, is triumphantly 
quoted by the modern writers who uniformly ftiginatife the Walpole admini- 
llration, as a maller^piece of eloquence and energy ; they ftate his arguments 
as unanfwerable. At the fame time thefe partial reporters never advert to 
the reply of Sir Robert Walpole, but leave the reader to fuppofe that Icarce- 
ly any anfwcr was made, and that the whole ftrength of the argument lay oa 
the fide of oppofiticn 

To abridge or detail printed debates, without illuftrating them by any new 
documents, is not the general purport of this work. But on this occafion^ 
where there has been fuch a wilful fuppreffion of the argument on one fide, 
and fuch an affcd:ed difplay of the reafoning on the other, it will be almoft 
as great a novelty to give the Ipeech of the minifter,as if it had never been in 
print. I have therefore inferted the Philippic of Sir William Wyndham, and 
Walpole’s reply, verbatim, from contemporary narratives 


* Smollet, in recording this tranfaiftion, has 
chara^lerifed Sir William Wyndham, by fay- 
ing that, His fpeech fpoke him the unri- 
valed orator, the uncorrupted Briton, and the 
unfliakeii patriot.’* He gives only that part 
of the fpeech which relates ft> the charaiS^er of 
Walpole, and concludes, “ Notwithftanding 
the inofi warm, the moft nervous, the moft pa- 
thetic remonftrances in favour of the motion, 
tie queftion *v)as puty and it 7 vas fupprcjjid by mere 
dint of number Sy vt>l, a. p, 495, , If binollet 
means any thing by this relation, it inuft be 
that no reply was made to the argument of his 
admired orator, but that the bufinefs was got 
rid of by tiie f,ry of Quejiion ! Qiufhn ! Deifham 
lias thus related the tranfa<ftion : “ The luinifier 
kaviug defied the oppoiztion to adduce a fingle 


infiance, in which the interefis of the nation 
had been injured by the operation of this bill, 
or by any undue exercile of the royal pre- 
rogative conneded with it, Sir William Wynd- 
ham obferveci,*' &:c. After quoting Sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham’s fpeech, he adds, without 
taking the fmalleft notice of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole’s reply, “ Notwithftandiug the adn.Ira- 
ration excited by this fudden burft of elo- 
quence, and the ability with which the motion 
of repeal was fupported by various other 
fpeakers, it was negatived on the dlvifioii, 
though not by the accuftomed minifierial ma- 
jority, the numbers being 247 againfi 184,” 
f political Suite of Great Britain,— 
rical Regifter«-»^Scc alfo Chandler, 
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After a Iliort reply to Sir William Yonge, who preceded him, and jufti- 
fying the alTertions of Sir John Barnard, who Ipoke in favour of the motion. 
Sir William Wyndham vindicated the triennial bill from the objeftions of 
thofc who declared that it was introduced by the< enemies of the revolution, 
he added, “ The learned gentleman has told us, that the feptennial law is 
a proper medium between the unlimited power of the crown, and the limit- 
ing that power too much ; but before he had fixed upon this as a medium, 
he fliould firft have difeovered to us the two extremes. I will readily allow, 
that an unlimited power in the crown, with refpedb to the continuing 
of parliaments, is one extreme j but the other I cannot really find out ; for 
I am very far from thinking, that the power of the crown was too much li- 
mited by the triennial kw, or that the happinefs of the nation was any way 
injured by it, or can ever be injured by frequent eledlions. As to the power 
of the crown, it is v'ery certain, that as long as the adminiftralion of public 
affairs is r^rccablc to the generality of the people, were they to chule a new 
parliament every year, they would chufe fuch reprefentatives as would moft 
heartily concur in every thing with fuch an adminiftration j fo that even an 
annual parliament could not be any limitation of the juft power of the crown j, 
and as to the happinefs of the nation, it is certain, that gentlemen will always, 
contend with more heat and animofity about being members of a long par- 
liament, than about being members of a Ihort one ; and therefore the elec- 
tions for a feptennial parliament muft always difturb the peace, and injure, 
the happinefs of the nation, more than the elcftions for an annual or trien- 
nial parliament: Of this the eIe<ftions in the city of London, mentioned by, 
my worthy friend, are an evident demonftration. 

“ As to the ele<ftions coming on when the nation is in a fenuent, it is fofar 
from being an objeftion to frequent cleAions, that it is, in my opinion, a 
ftrong argument in favour of them ; becaufc it is one of the chief fupporters 
of the freedom of the nation. It is plain, that the people feklom or ever 
w'ere in a ferment, but when encroachments were made upon their rights 
and privileges ; and when any fuch are made, it is very proper, nay, it is 
even neceflary, that the people lliould be allowed to proceed to a new 
election, in order that they may chufe fuch reprefentatives as will do them 
juftice, by punifliing thofewho have been making encroachments upon them. 
Otherwife, one of thefe two efteefs may very probably enfue ; either the fer- 
ment will break out into an open infurrcdlion, or the encroachment that has 
been made, may happen to be forgpt before a new eledlion comes on, and 
then the invaders of the people’s rights will have a much better lay forgetting 
Cich a new parliament chofen, as will not only free tliem from all punilh- 
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mcnt, but will confirm the encroachments that have been made, and cncou- 
ra^ the making of new. Thus the rights of the people may be nibbled and 
curtailed by piecemeal, and ambitious criminals may at laft get themfelves 
fo firmly feated, that it will be out of the power of the people to ftop their 
career, or to avoid the chains which they are preparing. 

Now, to return to the power of the crown, which the learned gentleman 
has told us was too much limited by the triennial law j I think I have made 
it plain, that the juft power of the crown cannot poffibly be limited by 
frequent eledions, and confequently could not be too much limited by the 
triennial law } but by long parliaments the crown may be enabled to aflume, 
and to make ufe of an unjuft power. By our conftitution, the only legal 
method we have of vindicating our rights and privileges againft the encroach- 
ments of ambitious minifters is by parliament; the only way we have of 
redlifying a weak or wicked adminiftration is by parliament ; the only 
effcdual way we have of bringing high and powerful criminals to con- 
dign punifhment is by parliament. But if ever it ftiould come to be in the 
power of the adminiftration to have a majority of this houfe depending upon 
the crown, or to get a majority of fuch men returned as the reprcfentatives 
of the people, the parliament will then ftand us in no ftead. It can anfwer 
none of thefe great purpofes; the whole nation may be convinced of the 
weaknefs or the wickednefs of thole in the adminiftration, and yet it may be 
out of the nation’s power, in a legal way, to get the fools turned out, or 
the knaves hanged. 

" This misfortune can be brought upon us by nothing but by bribery and 
corruption ; and therefore there is nothing we ought to guard more watch- 
fully againft. And an honourable gentleman who fpoke fome time ago, upon 
the fame fide with me, has fo clearly demonftrated, that the eledtions for a 
feptennial parliament are more liable to be influenced by corruption than 
thofe for a triennial, that I am furprifed his argument ftiould be tniftaken or 
not comprehended : But it feems the moft certain maxims, the plaineft 
truths, are now to be controverted or denied. It has been laid down as a 
maxim, and 1 think it is a moft infallible maxim, that a man will contend 
with more heat and vigour, for a poll, either of honour or profit, which he 
is to hold for a long term, than he will do for one he is to hold for a fhort 
term. This has been controverted: It has been laid down as a maxim, 
and I think equally infallible, that lOo guineas is a more powerful bribe 
than 50 ; this has been denied j yet neverthclels I muft beg leave to pulh 
the argument a little farther. 

“ Let us fuppofe a gentleman at the head of the adminiftration, whole only 
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(afcty depends upon corrupting the members of this houfe : this may now be Chapter 4a, 
only a fuppofition, but it is certainly fuch a one as may hapi>en ; and if ever ^ 
it (hould, let uS fee if fuch a minifter might not promife himfelf more fucccls 
in a feptennial, than he could in a triennial parliament. It is an old maxim, 
that every man has his price, if you can but come up to it : this, I hope, does 
not hold true of every man, but 1 am afraid it too generally holds true ; and 
tiiat of a great many it may hold true,^ is what I believe was never doubted 
of, though I don’t know but it may now likewife be denied. However, let 
us fuppofe this diftrefled minifter applying to one of thofe men who has a 
price, and is & member of this houfe: in order to engage this member to 
vote as he lhali direct him, he offers him a penfion of 1,000 a year. If it b? ' 
but a triennial parliament, will not the member immediately confider within 
himfelf, if I accept of this penfion, and vote according to direftion, I fliall 
lofe my charadter in the country, I (hall lofe my feat in parliament the next 
eledlion, and my penfion will then of courfe be at an end ; fo that by turning 
rogue 1 fliall get but £. 3,000, this is not worth my while ; and fo the minifter 
muft either offer him, perhaps double that fum, or otherwife he will proba- 
bly determine againft being corrupted. But if the parliament were feptennial, 
the fame man might perhaps fay within himfelf, I am now in for feven years, 
by accepting of this penfion I fliall have at leaft £. 7,000, this will fet me 
above contempt j and if I am turned out at next eledlion, I do not value it. 

I’ll take the money in the mean time. Is it not very natural to fuppofe all- 
this ; and does not this evidently Ihew, that a wicked minifter cannot cor- 
rupt a triennial parliament with the lame money with which he may corrupt a 
feptennial. 

“ Again, fuppofe this minifter applies to a gentleman who has purchafed, 
and thereby made himfelf member for a borough, at the rate of, perhaps, 

£. 1,500, befides travelling charges, and other little expences : fuppofe the 
miniver offers him a penfion of £. 500 a year to engage his vote, will not he 
naturally confider, if it be a triennial parliament, that if he cannot get a higher 
penfion he will lofe money by being a member ; and furely, if he be a right 
burgefs, he will refolve not to fell at all, rather than fell his commodity for 
lefs than it coft him; and if he finds he cannot fell at all, he will probably 
give over ftanding a candidate again upon fuch a footing ; by which, not 
only he, but many others, will be induced to give over dealing in corrupt- 
ing the eledtors at the next eledlion. But in cafe it be a feptennial parlia- 
*nent, will he not then probably accept of the £. 500 penfion, if he be 
one of thofe men that has a price ? becaufe he concludes that for £. 1,500,. 
lie may always fecure his eledlion; and every parliament will put near 

£. 2,000. 
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£. 2,000 in his pocket, bcfides reimburfing him all his chatges. After view- 
ing the prefent queftion in this light, is it poffible not to conclude, that 
feptennial parliaments, as well as the eleftions for fuch,*muft always be 
much more liable to be influenced by corruption than triennial, or elections 
for triennial. 

“ For myown part, I have been often chofen, I have fat in parliament above 
thefe twenty years, and I can fay with truth, that neither at my eledion, nor 
after my return, no man ever dared to attempt to let me know what is meant 
by bribery and corruption ; but am forry to hear the impoflibility of pre- 
venting it mentioned, and mentioned too within thefe walls. The honour- 
able gentleman who fpoke laft, told us, the evil of corruption was inevitable ; 
if I were Ip unhappy as to think fo, I lliould look upon my country to be 
in the moft melancholy fituation. Perhaps it may be the way of thinking 
among thofe he keeps company with ; but I thank God I have a better 
opinion of my countr)'men j and fmee it appears to be a way of thinking 
among fome gentlemen, it is high time for us to contrive fome method of 
putting it out of their power to corrupt the virtue of the people. For we 
may depend upon this as a certain maxim, that thofe who think they cannot 
gain the alFedions of the people, will endeavour to purchafe their proftitu- 
tion i and the beft way to prevent the fuccefs of their endeavours, is to raile 
the price fo high, as to put it out of the power of any man, or of any fet of 
men, to come up to it. If a parliament is to be purchaled, if eledions arc 
to be purchafed, it is manifeft the corrupting of triennial muft, upon the 
whole, coll a great deal more than the corrupting of feptennial eledions or 
parliaments. Therefore, in order to put it out of the power of any man, 
or of any adminiftration, to purchafe the proflitution of a pkliament, or of 
the people, let us return to triennial parliaments ■, and if that will not do, 
let us return to annual eledions, which, I am very certain, would render the 
pradlice of corruption impoflible. This is now the more necelTary, lifccaufe 
of the many new polls and places of profit which the crown has at its dif- 
pofal, and the great civil lift fettled upon his prefent majefty, and which 
will probably be continued to his fuccelTors : this, I fay, urges the ne- 
ceflity for frequent new parliaments, bccaufe the crown has it now more 
in their power than formerly to feduce the people, or the reprefentatives of 
the people, in cafe any future adminiftration fhould find it neceflary for 
their own fafety to do fo. 

“ That the increafe or decreafe of corruption at eledions, or in padiamerft, 
muft always depend upon the increafe or decreafe of virtue among the peo- 
ple j 
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jAe, I lball readily grant i but it is aiS certain, that the virtue of almoft ev^ry 
particular man, depends upon the temptations that are thrown in , his way ; 
an5 according to the quantity of virtue he has, the quantity of the temptation 
muft be railed, fo as at laft to make it an over-balance for his virtue, Sup- 
pofe, then, that the, generality of the eleilors in England had virtue enough to 
withftand a temptation of five guineas each, but not virtue enough to with- 
ftand a temptation of ten- guineas one with another. Is it not then much 
more probable, that the gentlemen who deal in corruption, may be able to 
raife as much money once every feven years, as w'ill be fuflicient to give ten 
guineas each, one with another, to the generality of the eledlors, than that 
they will be able to raife fuch a fum once in every three years ? And is it 
not from thence certain, that the virtue of the people in general is in greater 
danger of being deftroyed by feptennial than by triennial parliaments To 
fuppofe that every man’s vote at an eleftion, is like a commodity, which 
muft be fold at the market price, is really to fuppofe that no man has any 
virtue at all. For I will aver, that when once a man refolves to fell his vote 
at any rate, he has then no virtue left, which, I hope, is not the cafe of many 
of our eledkors, and therejfore the only thing we are to apprehend -is, left fo 
high a price Ihould be offered as may tempt thoufands to fell, who had never 
before any thoughts of carrying fuch a commodity to market. This is tire 
fatal event w'e are to dread, and it is much more to be dreaded from fepten- 
nial than triennial parliaments. If we have therefore any defire to prelervc 
the virtue of our people ; if we have any defire to prelcrve our conftitution ; 
if we have any defire to preferve our liberties, our projicrties, and every thing 
that can be dear to a free people, we ought to reftore the triennial la^v; .and 
if that be found to be infignificant, we ouglit to abolifli prorogations, and 
return to annual eledtions. 

“ The learned gentleman fpokc of the prerogative of the crown, and afked, 
if it had lately been extended beyond thofe bounds preferibed to it by law ? - 
I W’ill not fay that there has been lately any attempts to extend it beyond the 
bounds preferibed by law ; but I will fay, thofe bounds have been of late i'o 
vaftly enlarged, that there feems to be no great occafion for any fuch attempt. 
What are the many jx:nal law's made within thefe forty years, but fo many 
extenfions of the prerogative of the crown, and as many diminutions of the 
diberty.of the fubjedl ? And whatever the neceffity was that brought us into 
the enadting of fuch law's, it was a fatal neceffity ; it has greatly added to 
the power of ■ the crown, and particular care ought to be taken not to throw 
any more weight into that fcale. Pcrltaps the enafting of fcveral of thofe 
penal laws might have been avoided; I am perfuaded the enabling of the 

Vol.L c;H . ' ^ law 


4*7 

Chajptitr 44, 
*7S4' 



MEMOIRS Off 

Period V. law rdatiug to ttkls for trea^n, not duly might, but oi^ht Jo fcecn 
1730101734. avoided i fot though it was but a temporary law, it was a dangerous prece- 
dent'i and/ the rebellion was for from being fo general in any county, as not 
to leave a fufficient number of faithful fubje(^s for trying thofe who had com- 
mitted afts of treafon within the couht3\ 

“ In former times the crown had a large eftateof Its ownj an cflate fuffi- 
cient for fupix)rting the dignity of the crown ; and as we had no [landing 
armies, nor any great fleets to provide for, the crown did not want fre<iuent 
fupplies i fo that they were not under any ncceffity of calling fret|uent parlia- 
ments. And as parliaments were always troublefomc, often dangerous to mi- 
hiflers, therefore they avoided the calling of any 'fueh as much as poffible. 
But though the crown did not then want frequent fupplies, the people fre- 
quently wanted a redrefs of grievances, which could not be obtained but by 
parliament j therefore the only complaint then was, that the crown either 
did not call any parliament at all, or did not allow them to fit long enough. 
This was the only complffint j and to remedy this, it was thought fufficient 
to provide for having frequent parliaments, §very one of which, it was pre- 
fumed, was always to be a new parliament ; for it is well known, that the 
method of prorogation was of old very rarely made ufc of, and was firft in- 
troduced by thofe who were attempting to make encroachments upon the 
rights of the people. 

“ But now the cafe is altered. The crown, either by ill management, or by 
prodigality and profufenefs to its favourites, has fpent or granted away ail 
that eflate ; and the public,, expence is fo much enlarged, that the crown 
ihuft have annual fupplies, and is therefore under a neceffity of iiaving the 
parliament meet every year. But as new eledions are always dangerous as 
well as troublefomc to minifters of ftate, they are for having them as feldom 
as poffible j fo that the complaint is not now for want of frequent meetings 
or feffions of parliament, but ^ainft having the fame parliament continued 
too long. This is the grievance now complained of ; this what the people 
defire j this is what they have a right to have redrefled. The members of 
parliament may for one year be looked on as the real and true reprefentativcs 
of the people but when a minifler has feven years to pradife on them, and 
to feel their pulfes, they may be induced to forget whofe reprefentativcs they 
are 3 they may throw off all dependance upon their eledors, and may 
become dependants upon the crown, or rather upon the minifter for the time 
being, which the learned gentleman has mod ingenuoufly confoflfed to us, he 
thinks lefs dangerous than a dependance upon his eledors. 

“ We have been told in this houfe, that no £uth is to be given to prophefies, 

.therefore 
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therefore I fhdl not pretend to prophefy j but I may fuppofe a eafe, ■: which, 
though it has not yet happened, maty poffibly happen. Let us then fup* 
pofe a man abandoned to all notions of virtue or Ironour, of no great family, 
and of but a mean fortune, raifed to be chief minifter of (late, by the con- 
currence of many whimlical events; afraid or unwilling to truft any but 
creatures of his own making, and mod of them equally abatltloned to all no- 
tions of virtue and honour ; ignorant of the true interetl of his country, and 
confulting nothing but that of enriching and aggrandizing himfelf and his 
favourites; in foreign affairs trufting none but fuch whofe education makes 
it impoffible for them to have fuch knowledge or fuch qualifications as can 
either be of fervice to their country, or give any weight or credit' to their 
negotiations. Let us fuppofe the true intereft of the nation by fuch means 
neglefted or mifunderftood, her honour and credit loft, her trade infulted, 
her merchants plundered, and her failors murdered ; and all thefe things 
overlooked, only for fear his adminiftration fliould be endangered. Suppofc 
him next pofTeffed of great wealth, the plunder of the nation, with a parlia- 
ment of his own chufing, Inoft of their feats purchafed, and their votes 
bought at the expence of the public treafure. In fcKh a parliament, let us 
fuppofe attempts made to enquire into his condudt, or to relieve the nation 
from the diftrefs he has brought upon it ; and when lights proper for attain- 
ing thole ends are called for, not perhaps for the information of the parti- 
cular gentlemen who call for them, but becaufe nothing can be done in a 
parliamentary way, until thefe tilings be in a pro[>er way laid before parlia- 
ment. Suppofo thefe lights refufed, thefe reafonable requefts rejeifted by a 
corrupt majority of his creatures, whom he retains in daily pay, or engages in 
his particular intereft, by granting them thofe polls and places which ought 
never to be given to any but for the good of the public. Upon this fcandal- 
ous vidlory, let us fuppofe this chief minifter pluming himfelf in defiances, 
becaufe he finds he has got a parliament, like a packed jury, ready to acquit 
him at all adventures. L>et us farthcr'fuppofc him arrived to that degree of 
infolence and arrogance, as to domineer over all the men of ancient families, 
all the men of fenle, figure, or fortune in the nation ; and as he has no virtue 
of his own, ridiculing it in others, anti endeavouring to deftroy or corrupt 
in all. 

“ I arn ftill not propliefying, I am only fuppofing ; and the cafe 1 am going 
to fuppofe, I hojie never will happen ; but with fuch a minifter, and fuch a 
parliament, let us fuppofe a prince upon the throne, either for want of true 
inforniation, or for fome other reafon, ignorairt and unacquainted with the in- 
clinations and the intereft of his peofjle, weak, and hurried away by unbound- 
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edarabition and inratiable avaince. This cafe has never li^pencd iii ^his na^ 
tioni I hope, I fay, it will never exiift,' but as it is poflible it may, could 
thejre any greater curfe happen to a nation, than fuch a pnnce on th* 
throne, advifed, and-fblely atlvifed by fuch a minifter, and that miniHer fup- 
ported by fuch a parliament. The nature of mankind cannot l)e altered by 
human laws, the cxiftcnce of fuch a prince, or fuch a minifter, wc cannot 
prevent by adt of parliament ; but the exiftenee of luch'a parliament I; think, 
we may : and as fuch a parliament is much more likely to cxift, and may do 
more mifehief while the feptennial law remains in force, than it were re- 
pealed, therefore I am mod heartily for the repeal of it.” 

After the intervention of a Ihort fpcech from Henry Pelham, and another 
from Pulteney, Sir Robert Walpole thus addreffed the chair j 

“ Sir, I do affure you, I did not intend to have troubled you in this debate^ 
but fuch incidents now generally happen towards the end of our debates, 
nothing at all relating to the fobje<d, and gentlemen make fuch fuppofitions, 
meaning fome perfon, or perhaps, as they fay, no perfon now in being, and 
talk-fo much of wicked minifters, domineering! minifters, minifters pluming, 
themfelves in defiances, which terms, and fuch like, Itave been of late fo 
much made ufe of in this houfe, that if they really mean no body either in 
the houfe or out of itj yet it muft1)e fuppofed tliey at lead mean to call 
upon fome gentleman in this houfe tO’ make them a reply p and therefore I 
hope I may be allowed to draw a picture in my turn ; and I may likewife 
fay, that I do not mean to give a defeription of any particular perfon now in 
being. When gentlemen talk of miniders abandoned to all fenfe of virtue 
or honour, other gentlemen may, I am fure, with equal jndice, and, I think, 
more judly, fpeak of anti-miniders and moefc-patriots, who^ never had either 
virtue or honour, but in the whole courfe of their oppofition arc aduated 
only by motives of em, 7 , and of refentment agiind thofe who have difap- 
pointed them in their views, or may not perhaps have complied with all their 
defires. 

“ But now. Sir, let me too foppofe, and the houfe being cleared, l am fure 
no perfon that hears me can come within the defeription of the |)erfon I am 
to fuppofe,. Let us fuppofe in this, or in fome other unfortunate country, ah 
anti-minider, w^ho thinks himfolf a perfon of fo great and extenfive parts, and 
of lb many eminent qualifications, that be looks upon himfdf as the only perfom 
in the kingdom capable to GOndud the public affiiirs of the nation, and therc- 
•fore Chridening every other gentleman who has the honour- to be employed 
in the adminidration, by the. name of blunderer. Suj^fe this fine gentleman 
lucky enough to have gained over to his party fome perfons really of fine 

parts,. 
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of and of-^reat' fortunes, and of do^erate Cliaptef;^ 

view«> arifin^g frcwn difappointed and malkious hearts > all thefe gentlemen j 
wtli refped to tlieir political behaviour, moived, bydiim^and by him folel^ ^ 
all they fay, either in private or piiblici being only a repetition of the words 
he. has put into their mouths, and a fpittiig out that venom which he has in* 
fufed into them ; and yet we may fuppofei this leader not really liked by any, 
even of thofe who fo blindly follov^f him, and hated by all the reft of man- 
kind. We will fuppofe this anti-minifter to be in a. country where he really 
ought not to be, and where he could not have been but by an effed of too 
much goodnefs and mercy, yet endeavouring, with, all his might and with 
all his art, to deftroy the fountain from whence that mercy flowed. In that' 
country fuppofe him continually contrading friendfhips and familiarities 
with the embafladors of thofe princes who; at the time happen to be moft at 
enmity with his own ; and if at any time it ftiould happen to be for the in- 
tereft of any of thofe- foreign minifters toi have a^ fccret divulged to thertt, 
which might be highly prejudicial to his native country, as well as to aM, 
its friends j fuppofe this minifter applying to him, and he anfwerlng, 

I will get it youi tell me but what you want, I will endeavour to procure It 
for you ; upon this he puts a fpeech or two in the mouths of fome of his 
cr^tures, or feme of his new converts jr What he wants is moved for ih par- 
liament, and when fo very reafonable a requefl; as this is refufed, foppofe 
him and his creatures and tools, by his advice, Reading the alarm over the 
whole nation, and crying out, gentlemen, our country is at prefent involved 
in many dangerous difficulties, all which we would have extricated you from, 
but a wicked minifter and a corrupt majority refofed us the proper mate* 
rials; and upon this. fcandalous vidory, this minifter became fo iAfolent as 
to plume himfelf in defiances. Let us ftirthcr fuppofe this anti-miniftijr to 
have travelled^ and at every court where he was, thinking himfelf the greateft 
•minifter, and making it his trade to betray the fecrets of every court where he 
had before been ; void of all faith or honour, and betraying every mafter he 
ever ferved. I could carry my fuppofitions a great deal farther, and I may 
fay I mean no perfon now in being ; but if we can fuppofe fuch a onef can 
there be imagined a greater di%r4ce to human nature than fuch a wretch as 
this? 

“ hJow, to, be ferious, aqd, fp talk really to : the fubjed in hand.. Though the 
queftron .l^ been already , fo fully and fo handfomely oppofed by niy worthy 
friend under the gallery, by the learned: gentleman near , me,- and by (evcral 
others, that .there is no great pCcafiop to. fay any thing farther againft it ; yet 
,a3 fome, new matter has been ftated by fome of the gentlemen wlio hav e finec , 

that 



4^2 


MKMOIRS OR 


<ler!oa V. that tinie fpokc upoft the other fide of the queftifMi, ' I hope the houfe will 
750101734- indulge me the liberty of giving fome of thoie reafdns which induce me to 
■61:' m./t the' motion. In general I muft take notice, that the nature of our 

conftitutton feems to be very much miftaken by the gentlemen who have 
fpoken in favour of this motion. It is certain, that our's is a mixed govern- 
ment, and the perfection of our conftitution confifts in this, that the mo- 
narchical, ariftocratical, ind democratical forms of government are mixed and 
interwoven in our’s, fo as to give us all the advantages of each, without fub- 
jeCting us to the dangers and inconveniences of either. The democratical 
form of government, which is the only one I have now occafion to take no*- 
t ice of, is liable to thefe inconvenicnees, that they are generally too tedious 
in their coming to any refolution, and feldom brilk and expeditious enough 
in carrying their refolutions into execution: that they are always wavering 
in their refdutions, and never fteady in any of the meafures they refolve to 
purfue i and that they are often involved in factions, feditions and infurrec- 
tions, which expofes them to be made the tools, if not the prey of their 
neighbours. Therefom in all the regulations we make, with refpcCl to our 
conftitution, we are to guard againft running too much into that form trf" 
govemmeht which is properly called demoj|ratical : this was, in my opinion, 
the effect of the tricntual law, and will agiin be the effeCt, if ever it (hould 
be reftored. 

** That triennial elections would make our government too tedious in all 
, their refolvcs is evident ; becaufe in fuch cafe, no prudent adminiftration 
would ever refolve upon any meafure of confequence, till they had felt not 
only the pulfe of the parliament, but the pulfe of the people ; and the mi- 
nifters qf ftate would always labour under this difadvantage, that as fecrets 
of ftate muft not be immediately divulged, their enemies (and enemies tliey 
will always have) would have a handle for expofmg their mcaftircs, and ren-i 
' derit^ -them difagreeable to the people, and thereby carrying {perhaps a new 
election ^inft them, before they could have an opportunity of juftifying 
their meafures, by divulging thofe fafts.and circumftances from whence the 
juftice and the wifdom of their meafures would clearly appear. 

“ Then, it is by experience well known, that what is called the populace of 
every country, are apt to be too much elated with fuccefs, and too much de-. 
jected with every misfortune; This makes them wavering in their opinions 
about affairs of ftate, and never long of the fame' mind | and as this houfe is 
cholai by the free and unbiaffed voice Of the people in ^ncral, if this choice 
were Jo often renewerl, we m%ht expcft, that this houfe would be as wa- 
vering and as unfteady as the people ufualJy arc ; and it being impoflibic to 
9 carry 
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carry on the public atFairs of the nat;ion without the concurrence of this honfe, 
the tninifters would always be abligvd to comply, and confequently would be 
obliged to change tlicir mcafures as often as the people changed their minds. 

“ With feptennial parliaments we are not expoied to either of tbeCb misfor- 
tunes, becaufe, if the minifters, after having felt the pulfe of the parliament, 
which they can always foon do, refolve upon any meafures, they have gene- 
rally time enough before the new eledion comes on, to give the people a 
proper information, in order to fliew them the juftice and the wifdom of the 
meafures they have purfued ; and if the pec^le fbould at any time be too 
much elated, or too much dejeded, or fliouid without a caufe change their 
minds, thofe at the helm of affairs have time to fet them right, befOTe a new 
eledion comes on. 

“As to fadion and fedition, I will grant, that in monarchical and ariftocratical 
governments, it generally ariles from violence and oppreffion j but in demo- 
cratical governments, it always arifes from the people’s having too ^eat a 
fliare in the government. For in all countries, and in all governments, there 
always will be many fadious and unquiet fpirits, who can jnever be at reft, 
eitlier in power or out of power. When in power they are never eafy, unlcfs 
every man fubmits entirely to their diredionj and when out of power# they are 
always working and intriguing ai|ainft thofe that are in, without any regard 
to juftice, or to the intereft of their country. In popular governments fuch 
men have too much game, they har-e too many opportunities for working 
upon and corrupting the minds of the people, in order to give them a bad 
impreflion of, and to raile difeontents againft thofe that have the manage- 
ment of the public affairs for the time j and tbefe difeontents often break 
out into feditions and infurredions. This would, in my opinion, be .our mif- 
fortune, if our parliaments were either annual or triennial : by fuch frequent 
♦ledions, theare would be fo much power thrown into the hands of the people, 
as would deftroy that equal mixture, which is the beauty of our conftitution. 
In fhort, our government would really become a democratical government, 
and might from thence very probably diverge into a tyrannical. Therefore# 
in order to preferve our conftitution, in order to prevent our falling under 
tyranny and arbitrary power, we ought to preferve that law, which I really 
think has brought our conftitution to a more equal mixture, and confequently 
to a greater perfedion than it was ever in before that law took place. 

“ As to bribery and corruption, if it were poffible to influence, by fuch 
bafe means, the majority of the eledors of Great Britain, to chufe fuch men 
as would probably give up their liberties ■, if it were poffible to influence, by 

fuch 
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V. fuch a majority of' thd members of this boufc to cofefe^t to the 

t734- cftabliflwttnf of irfeitrary power, nhould readily ^oW, that the calculations 
mkcle by the y^tlethen of the other fide were juft, and their inference true ; 
but I aftt p^^ that neither (rf thefe is poffible. As the members of this 
lioute generally are, arid muft idways be, gentlemen of fortune and figure in 
th% icountry, is it poffible to fiippofe, that any of them could by a penfion 
or a poft be influenced to confent to the overthrow of our coriftitution, by 
tyhicli the enjoyment, not only of wlmt he got, but of what he before had, 
would be retfdered altogether precarious.' 1 will allow, that with refped to 
bribery^ the price muft be higher or lower, generally in proportion to the 
virtue of the man who is to be bribed ; but it muft likewife be granted, 
that the humour he happens to be in at the time, and the fpirit he happens 
to be endowed with, adds a great deal to his virtue. When no encroach- 
ments are made upon tlie rights of the i^eople, when the people do not think 
themfelves in any danger, there may be many of the eledlors, who, by a 
bribe of ten guineas, might be induced to vote for one candidate rather than 
another ; butrif the court were making any encroachments upon the rights 
"of the people, a proper fpirit would, without doubt, arife in the nation, and 
in fuch a cafe I am perfuaded that none, or very few, even of fuch eledors, 
cduM be ini^ court candidate, no not for ten times the 

fum* 

, ** There may be fomc bribery and corhiption in the nation, I am afraid there 
will always be fome. But it is no proof of it that ftrangers are fometimes 
chofen i for a gentleman may have fo much natural influence over a borough 
in his neighbourhood, as to be able to prevail with them to, chufe any per- 
fon he picafes to recommend ; and if upon fuch recommendation they chufe 
one or two of his friends, who are perhaps ftrangers to them, k is not from 
thence'' to be inferred, that the two ftrangers were ehofen their reprefentative§ 
by the means of bribery and corruption. 

“ Tp infinuate that money may be iflued from the public treafury for bribing 
elediorii, is really fomething very extraordinary, er})eciaily in thole gentlemen 
who know how many cfrecks are upon every (hilling that can be iflued from 
thence;, and how regularly the money granted in one year for the fervice of 
the nation, muft always be accounted for the very next feffions in this hpufe, 
and likewife in the<pther, if they have a .mmd to call for any fuch accoun.t 
i^jis to gentlemen in offices, if they have: any advantage oyer countiy 
g^lemen, -in having fomething elfe to depend on bdiUes their own priva^ 
ibrtunes, Jhi^y have Ukevvife many dil'advantrges i they are obliged to livjp 
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here at London with their families^ by which they are put to a much greater 
expcnce, than gentlemen of equal fortune who live in the country. This 
lays them under a very groat difadvantage in fupporting their interefl in the 
country. The country gentleman, by living among the elcflors, and pur- 
chafing the neceffaries for his family from them, keeps up an- acquaint- 
ance and correfpondence with them, without putting himfelf to any extra- 
ordinary charge; whereas a gentleman who lives in London, has no other 
W'ay of kecjiing up an acquaintance and correfpondence among his friends 
in the country, but by going down once or twice a year, at a very extraor- 
dinary exjK'nce, and often v\ ithout any other bufinefs ; fo that we may con- 
clude, a gentleman in office cannot, even in feven years, fave much for dif- 
tributing in ready money at the time of an cledlion ; and I really believe, 
if the fad w'ere narrowly inquired into, it would appear, that the gentlemen 
in office are as little guilty of bribing their eledors with ready money, as any 
other fet of gentlemen in the kingdom-. 

“ Tliat tlierc arc Icrmcnts often railed among the people without any juft 
caufe, is what I am furprifed to hear controverted, fince very Ute experience 
may convince us of the contrary ; do not we know what a ferment was raifed 
in the nation towards the latter end of the late queen’s reign ? And it is well 
known W'hat a fatal change in tlie affairs of this nation was introduced, or 
or leaft confirmed, by an clee'tion coming on while the nation 'was in that 
ferment. Do not we know what a ferment w'as raifed in the nation fooii after 
. his late majefiy’s acceffion And if an eledion had then been allow'ed to come 
on while the nation was in that ferment, it migiit perliaps have had as fatal 
eileds as the former; but, thank God, this was wilcly provided againft by 
the very law which is now wanted to be repealctl. 

“ It has, indeed, been laid, that the chief motive forenading that law now 
)io longer cxiils ; 1 cannot admit that the motive they mean was the chief 
motive ; but even that motive is very far from having entirely ccafed. Can 
gentlemen imagine, that in the f|;)irit raifed in the nation not above a twelve- 
jnonth fince, Jacobitifm and dilafledion to the prefent government had no 
Iharc ? Perhaps fome who might vviili well to the prefent eftablilbrnent did 
, co-operate, nay, I do not know but they w'crc the firfl; movers of that fpirit ; 
but it cannot be fuppofed that the fpirit then raifed Ihould have grown up 
to fuch a ferment, merely from a propofition wliich was honeftly and fairly 
laid before the parliament, and left entirely to their determination ! No, 
the fpirit was, perhaps, begun by thofe who are truly friends to the illuffrious 
fipnily we have now' upon the throne ; but it was raifed to a much greater 
height than, I believe, even they deligned, by Jacobites, and fuch .as arc ene- 
mies to our prefent cftablilhmcnt, who thought they never had a fairer op- 
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portunity of bringing about what they have fo long and fb unfuccefsfully 
wilhed for, than that which had been funhftied them by thofe who firft 
raifed that fpirit. I hope the people have now in a great meafure come to 
themlelves, and therefore I doubt not but the next eledtions will Ihew, that 
when they are left to judge coolly, they can diftingijifh between the real and 
the pretended friends to the government. But I muft fay, if the ferment then 
raifed in the nation had not already greatly fubfided, I fliould have thought a 
new election a veiy dangerous experiment ; and as fuch ferments may hereafter 
often happen, I muft think that frequent eledlions will always be dangerous ; 
for which reafon, in fo far as I can fee at prefent, 1 fliall, 1 believe, at all times 
think it a very dangerous experiment to repeal the fcptennial bill.” 

It is impoflible at this diftance of time to appreciate exactly the cffedl of 
the minifter’s fpeech ; but a contemporary writer *aflcrts, that it was one of 
the beft he ever made. The fate of thefe two fpeedies is fingular : Sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham, by his difrefpedtful allufions to the king, drew on himfelf 
a reproof, the juftice of which neither himfelf or his friends have endea- 
voured to dif{>rove. It was conlidered as an intemperate effufion, and did 
not lofe the miniller a fingle fupporter in parliament, or a finglc .adherent in the 
country j yet it has been carefully inferted by party writers, calling themfelves 
hiftorians, while that of the minifter has been no Icfs invidioufly fupprefled. 

Walpole’s Ipeech, as far as it relates to tliat perfonality which feems to be 
the recommending charaiftcriftic of the other, has certainly Icfs claim to be re- 
corded, bccaufe the charafter and fituation of Bolingbroke, contrafted with 
his own, are lefs able to give permanence and publicity to invedive. The 
faults of an ex-minifter, or afpiring leader of a party, are lefs interefting, 
to the community, than thofe of the man who holds the reins of government. 
But the immediate refult of Walpole’s unpremeditated reply to this ftudied 
attack, was a fenfe of fliaine in the oppofition Whigs, and of indignation 
in the principal Tories, which interrupted their cordial union. Several Whigs 
re-united themfelves to the minifter, and the leading Tories, afliamed of ap- 
pearing the puppets of Bolingbroke, though they continued to tlrwart and 
oppofe the meafurcs of government, did not, of themfelves, bring forward 
any new queftion during the remainder of the feflion. 

It may not perhaps be improper in this place to obferve, that the fenfation 
which Walpole’s Ijjeech made in the houfe of commons, and the clFeft which 
it had out of doors, in developing the intrigues of Bolingbroke with the op- 
pofition in England, and of laying open his cabals with foreign courts and 
minifterSj were the immediate caufe, that he quitted this country, and rc- 
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tired to France. Pulteney, who faw and appreciated the fatal confequences Chapter 4s 
of liis ' unpopularity among the Whigs, to which party he hfmlelf ,was 
always cordially attached, bitterly complained that Sir William Wynd- 
ham received too implicitly the dictates of Bolingbroke. With a view there- 
fore to remove this fligma from oppolition, he recommended to him a 
temporary retirement from England. Bolingbroke was extremely morti- 
fied, that all his repeated profeffions of honour, virtue, and difintereftednefs 
did not gain credit ; he found himfelf reduced to the moft wretched fituatioa 
which an afpiring mind like his could fufl'er, that of being excluded from a 
lharc in the legifiature, anil heading a party in continued oppolition, with- 
out the fmalleft hopes of ever being reftored to his feat in the houle of lords. 

In his letters to Sir William Wyndham, he feelingly deferibes his own fitua- 
tion,“ I am Hill,” he fays, “ the fame prolcribed man, furrounded with diffi- 
culties, expofed to mortifications, and unable to take any lhare in the lervice, 
but that which I have taken hithcrtH^ and which, I think, you would not 
perfuade me to take in the prefent ftate of things. My part is over, and he 
who remains on the ftage after his part is over, delcrves to be hilTed off*.” 

In confequence of thefe fentiments, he waited until the meeting of the new Retires to 
parliament, when a large majority flill fupporting the minifter, during whofe 
continuance in power he had no chance of obtaining a complete reftoration, 
he followed the advice of Pulteney, and retired in difguft to France. 

The adverfaries of the minifter had taken advantage of the inflamed ftate 
of the public mint!, to circulate reports, both in their Ipeeches and writings, 
that the liberties of the fubjc(5l were in danger, and that he had planned a 
regular fyftcm of oppreffion, which, if not refifted, would ere<ft a defpotic 
and arbitrary power on the ruins of the Britifli conftitution. 

The fpecch which Walpole compofed for the king, on the diffolution Specchonthe 
of the parliament, was calculated, in the exifting circumftances, to coun- of 

tcra<ft thefe reports, and to conciliate the public. It was full of fentiments 
which none but a free nation could underftand and appreciate ; fentiments 
which do honour to the minifter wffio compofed it, to the king who uttered 
it, to the parliament who heard it, and to the people who applauded it. 

“ The profperity and glory of my reign depend upon the affedtions and April 
happlncfs of my people, and the happinefs of my people upon my preferving 
to them all the legal rights and privileges, as eftabliflicd under the prefent 
fcttlement of the crown in the Proteftant line. A due execution and ftridt 
obfervance of the laws, are the beft and only fecurity both to fovereign and 
fubjedl : their intereft is mutual and inleparable, and therefore their en- 

• Lord Bolingbroke to Sir William W yndham, Paris, November 1 73 j.— Correljwndence, 

Period 111. Article Bolingbroke. 
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deavours for the fupport of each other ought to be equal and reciprocal. Any 
infringement or encroachment ujx>n the rigliis of either is a diminution of the 
ftrength of both, which, kept within their due bounds and limits, make that 
juft balance, which is neceflary for the honour and dignity of the crown, and 
for the protection and profperity of the people. What depends upon me, 
fiiall, on my part, be religioufly kept and obferved, and I make no doubt of 
receiving the juft returns of duty and gratitude from them 


CHAPTER THE FORTY-THIRD: 


^ 733 -— 1734- 

J^tew of Foreign TratifaBions from dk Death of Attgufus the Second to the 
Dijfolutionof Parliament . — Succefsfnl Hojlilities of France., Spain, and Sardinia 
againf the Etnperor. — Neutrality of the Dutch. — Caufes which induced England 
to rejeSi the Application of the Emperor for Succours. 


I F any man ever deferved the appellation of minifter of peace, that man 
was Sir Robert Walpole. The foreign tranfaClions of this eventful period 
will fufficiently verify that aflertion. Yet it cannot be denied, that peace itlelf 
may be dearly purchafed by the dereliction of national honour, by the breach 
of treaties, by permitting the lofs of dominions to thofc whom it is our in- 
tereft to fupport, and the aggrandifement of thofe whom it is our intpreft to 
deprets. And it muft be confefled, that if any cenfurc can be juftly thrown 
on the pacific fyftcm adopted by Walpole, it muft be thrown on the inacti- 
vity of England at this critical juncture ; in her refufai to aflift the Em- 
peror, ^ainft the united arms of France, Spain, and Sardinia ; in fuffering the 
Spaniih branch of the houfe of Bourbon to wreft from the houfc of Auftria 
Naples and Sicily; and, what was ftill more hoftile to the intcrefts of Great 
Britain, in permitting the acceflion of Loraine and Bar to France. For if 
jibe allowed, that any merit is due for preferving this country and Europe 
from a general war, that merit is due to Walpole ; fo on the other hand, it 
cannot be. denied, that if any blame can be imputed to the cabinet for tamc- 
hefs and pufiUanimity, that blame muft alfo attach folely to him ; as he alone 
ftodd forth in oppolition to the king aijd part of the .cabinet, and by re- 
&ling to affift the Emperor, maintained his country in peace. 

I fhall confine myfelf at prefent to a brief deduction of the faCls and 

*-ChatvJl«r, jJ. a.;^. Joxirnals. 
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negotiations which preceded and followed the death of Auguftus the Second, 
interlperfed with fuch obfervations as may tend ro elucidate his condud, 
and difplay the motives that induced the minifter of finance to abftain from 
entering into offenfive operations againft France, and to fuffer the aggrandile- 
ment of the houfe of Bourbon, and the depreflion of the houfe of Auftria ; 
which proved afterwards fo fatal to the intcreft of England, and of which 
we now experience the evil efFedls. In making this deduftion, it is not my 
intention either to cenfure or to commend, but Amply to Hate the fum and 
fubftance of the motives, which the papers in my pbHeflion have enabled me 
to aflign for his condudt. 

For a term of twenty years, Europe had enjoyed an unexampled (late 
of tranquillity, only broken by the petty boftiiitics between Spain and Eng- 
land in 1718 and 1727. This tranquillity had been owing to the temporary 
ihparation between France and Spain, to the reciprocal interetls of France and 
England in the maintenance of peace, and to the good intelligence between 
the two cabinets. 

But the reconciliation between France and Spain, and the re-union of Eng- 
land and Aultria, by the treaty of Vienna, had fcarcely taken place, before the 
jealoufics between the two nations began to revive ; their counfeh were no 
longer guided by the fame mutual good will and harmony. The efforts to 
give a king to Foland, on the death of Auguftus the Second, the indignation 
of Elizabeth Farnefe againft the Emperor, for having deceived her in not 
accomplifliing the marriage between her fon, Don Carlos, and an archduchcls, 
and the dilputes which arofe concerning the fuccefilon of Tufeany and Par- 
ma, kindled a war betw'cen the houfes of Auftria and Boui'bon, which would 
have become general, had not Walpole prevented the diffufion of hoftili- 
tics. 

The death * of Auguftus the Second had ho fooncr been announced, thkit 
Louis the Fifteenth determined to fupport the claims of his father-in-law to 
the crown of Poland, in defiance of the Emperor and Ruflia, who favoured 
the eledlor of Saxonj^ fon of the deceafed monarch. He declared to all the 
foreign embaffadors, that he would not fuffer anypow'er to oppole the freedom 
of election in Poland. This declaration implied, that he expetifed no oppoft- 
tion to be made to the ele< 5 tion of Staniflaus, becaufe the influence of France 

• The fubftance of this chapter is taken gard to what has pafTed in Poland, fince the 
from the difpatcbes of Hor.ice Walpole, lord death of kitin Augulhis, and- the tranfaAions 
Harrington, the duke of Newcaftle, and Tho- in other parts relative thereto, extradfed from 
mas Robinfon ; Walpole, Orford, and Grant- the correfpondence with his majefty’s miiiillcrs 
ham Papers. Alfa from feveral papers drawn ■ in foreign parts,” from February to Novem- 
tip by Horace Walpole, particujarly, “ Re- ber,i733. “ Continuation of the Condudf, • 

fledtions on the prefent ftate of afl'airs, Odlober November. 1733 to July 1734. 

<1,1733.”—“ Conditdl of England, with re-V “ ^ ■ - 
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of Sardinia was on the point of concluding an alliance with France and Spain, 
Of EngLand. Walpole had a difficult and delicate part to aft. He was no lefs anxious 
than the Emperor or Ruffia, to exclude Stanillaus ; and yet he was unwilling 
to offend France, by taking an ojicn arid aftive lharc in his exclufion. He 
was no lefs zealous to promote the eleftion of Auguflus, in return for his 
guaranty of the pragmatic tanftion. But as he was determined to decline 
entering into a war, if it could be declined witlx honour, his conduft evinced 
the moft confummate addrefs and prudence. 

Although the affurances to fecond the pretenfions of the eleftor, ami to 
exclude Staniflaus, were as ftrong as words could exprefs; yet every declara- 
tion was avoided which feemed to imply, in the moft diftant degree, the co- 
operation of force. To the Czarina, who announced her inclination to 
unite with the king and the Emperor in ftlling the vacancy, and hoped 
that the choice would not fall on Stanillaus, or any French prince, it was re- 
plied, that the king would ufe his endeavours for the eleft ion of an unex- 
ceptionable perfon, and would fecond the Czarina’s difpofition to fecurc 
the public tranquillity. 

To the Emperor, who declared his refolution to fupport the freedom of 
eleftion, according to the conftitution of Poland, which expreffions were 
conftrued as meaning an exclufion of Stanillaus, and w’ho requefted that 
the Englifli minifter at Warfaw might aft in concert with him, Ruffia, 
and Pruffia, every aflurance was given, that the king of England approvetl 
the refolution of promoting a new and free eleftion in favour of an unexcep- 
tionable prince, and would forward the fame defign, as far as could be done 
by good offices. It was alfo urged that Mr, Woodward, the minifter at 
Drefden, Ihould contribute as much as poffible to the fame views j and if any 
complaint Ihould be afterwards made, that he had afted lefs warmly than 
might be expefted againft Stanillaus, he was to alledge, as an excufc, the 
unwillingnefs of the king to give fuch an offence to France, without advan- 
t^c to himfelf or his allies, and the fmall influence the king could expect to 
have in the affairs of that diftant kingdom. 

At the fame time the king ordered his minifter at Warfaw to give the 
ftrongeft affurances of his affeftion and friendlhip towards that rej)ublic. He 
was to declare upon all occafions, in the king’s name, for a free eleftion, in 
■favour of qny prince, who was not diljdeafing to the neighbouring powers, and 
in whom the Poles might find a fecurity for their liberties. He was to aft in 
concert with the minifters of the Emperor and the Czarina, and affift them 
ip obtaining the eleftion of Augidlus j bxit he was to aft with the utmoft 
^ ' difcrction 



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


difcrction and moderation, not to join- in giving the exclufion to any perfon, 
except the Pretender or his children. He was to oppofe Staniflaus, but not 
in fuch a manner as might give offence, though he need not conceal his 
wilhes in favour of the party cfpoufed by the Emperor and his allies. If 
any encouragement was given to the Pretender, he was to protefl againft it, 
and leave the kingdom. 

The Britilh cabinet carried their caution on this occafion to the higheft 
degree of delicacy. The Imperial minifters delivered to Mr. Robinfon * a 
paper, importing, that France appearing determined to break the peace, a 
rupture might be prevented by a flriA union between the Emperor aird his 
allies. For this reafon the Emperor defired to concert meafures with Eng- 
land and the United Provinces, either for deterring Fr.ance, or for repelling 
hoftilities. The Emperor, it was uiged, had amply provided Luxenburgh, 
but the remaining part of the Netherlands fhould be jointly lecured, and 
the empire proteifled. The concurrence of the king of England W'as ex- 
pefted, becaufe he had approved all the meafures and fentiments adopted 
by the Imperial court, in regard to the Polith eleftion. In reply to thefe in- 
finuations, Mr. Robinfon was ordered to obferve, that this expreflion might 
be underftood as if the king had actually approved the exclufion of Sta- 
nillaus by force, that fuch an infinuation ought not to pals unnoticed, be- 
caufe it was dirccflly contrary to the moll pofitive afluranccs, which had been 
tranlmitted from England to the Britilh minifter at Vienna ; that the king 
was lb far from having approved any defign to commit hoftilities in Poland, 
that he never could believe the Emperor had entertained fuch a defign, and 
that he had always declared for a free clclftion. The truth of this ftatement 
was acknowledged by the court of Vienna ; and Mr. Robinfon was again di- 
refted to difluade them from purfuing fuch meafures as might caufe difturb- 
anccs in Europe. Thefe ftrong and repeated remonftranccs finally prevailed July 24. 
on the Emperor, not openly to employ force, but to leave that part, to the 
Czarina. 

In conformity to the fame principle, the Britilli minifters at Warfaw and 
Vienna exprclTed the diiapprobation of the king, that the Imperial minifter 
at Warfaw accompanied tlie Ruffian embalTador when he notified the refo- 
lution of the Czarina to exclude Staniflaus by force , and when the EmpercH: 
was felicitous to engage England in a treaty of mutual defence with Ruffia, 
the anfwer of the king implied, that he was ready to conclude a treaty of 
friendlhip with the Czarina, but would not s^rec that it Ihould contain de- 
fenlive ftipulations, or engagements to affift her, if Ihe fliould be attacked 
in Europe on account of the tranfadlions of Poland. 

* July 15, Walpole Papers. 
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During thefe tranfaftions, the election took place in Poland. Tltc 
French party (b far prevailed in favour of Staniflaus, who in 1710 had been 
declared for ever incapable of being eleded king of Poland, that a ma- 
jority of the diet of convocation entered into a confederation to choofe no one 
but a native, born of Roman Catholick parents, who polieflcd no fovereignty 
out of Poland, and was not llipportcd by any foreign troops beyond the fron- 
ftiers. In coniequence of this refolution, which was declaring in his favour, 
.■Staniflaus fccretly jxafied into Poland, made his appearance at Warfavv, and 
w’as cholen by the diet of eledion, wliich affembled on the 1 2th of Scpteml^er. 
Againfl tliis elcdion, tlie Saxon party came forward, fujjported by a .Ruffian 
army which entered VVarfaw without refiflance. The adherents of Stanif- 
Jaus were difperfed, he himfelf fled to Dantzic, and the partifans An- 
guftus aflembled at Wola, near Prague, the fuburbs of W.irlaw, and pro- 
claimed .him king of Poland, 

Tlie indignation of Louis the Fifteenth, was not appeafed by the profel- 
.fions of the Emperor, that he had not adccl oflenfively againfl St.aniflaus, 
becaufe he had fent no troops into Poland ; but arguing that the co-operation 
of his minifler .at Warfaw with the Ruffian and Saxon miififters, and the 
afTembling of 6,000 men on the frontiers of Poland, were the fame as if he 
had openly employed force, declared war againfl him, in conjundion with 
Spain and Sardinia. 

The declaration of war on the part of the tlnee allied powers, was followed 
by inflant hoflilities. The French army, under Marlhal Berwick, took the fort 
of Kehl, and invaded Germany ; another corps, under the count of Belle 
.Ifle, overran Loraine. 

The Emperor, in a memorial delivered by Count Kiufki, his embaflador in 
London, claimed the fuccours flipulated by the laft treaty of Vien.ua, and 
claimed them in a manner which fliewcd his convidion, that England could 
not in juflice refufc them. In fad, he had many reafoijs to fuppofc that he 
fliould obtain the required affillance. For notvvithllanding the precautions 
which the Englilh cabinet hail taken to difl'uadc the Emperor from ufing 
force in Poland, they at the fame lime fecrctly employed every effort to ob- 
tain the exclufion of Staniflaus, the validity of whole eledion the Englilh 
nfmiflcr at Warfaw refufed to acknowledge. They had been highly ioflru- 
niental in j^romoting the conclufion of the alliance between the Emperor 
and Augullus; by which the Emperor, in return for the guaranty of tlie 
pragmatic fandion, promifed affillance to procure his free nomination to the 
■throne of Poland, in oppofition to the partifans of Staniflaus, and to fupport 
diira, if chofen, by force of arms. 

Tlie 
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The king was decidedly in favbur of afSfting the Emperor ; the queen» Chapter 41, 
though defirous of upholding the pacific fyftem of Walpole, did not ven- 
ture to .oppofe his wiflies ; and lord Harrington, who, as fecretary of ftate, 
principally conduced the negotiation with the court of Vienna, was inclined 
to the fame opinion. pole. 

In this crifis of affairs, Walpole flood in a very delicate fituation, and was 
reduced to a difagreeable alternative. On one fide, he was to oppofe the 
earnefl: wilhes of the king, to aft in contradiftion to the fentiments of part ' 

of the cabinet, and at the fame time to appear as if he was abetting the de- 
gradation of the houfe of Auftria, and promoting the a^andifement of the 
houfe of Bourbon. On' the other fide, h% was to plunge the nation into a war 
for the oftenfible purpofe of giving a king to Poland, in which England had - 
no immediate concern, xn oppofition, perhaps, to the public opinion, and afc 
the eve of a general eleftion. But as he ha<l for feme time forefeen that he 
fhould be reduced to follow one of thefe difj^ecable alternatives, he bad 
previoufly colleded all the information ncceflary to regulate his decifion, and 
to enable him to purfue that conduit which feemed liable to the feweft in- 
conveniences. 

The Emperor had been repeatedly exhorted to put the Auflrian Nether- Improvi. 
lands in a ftate of defence; from a certain apprehenfion, that unlefs that was 
effeiled, the barrier would be expofed, and the Dutch fo alarmed, from the 
danger of being overrun by the French, that they would never have the Ipirit . 
to ad with vigour, in co-operation with England. But inflead of hearkening 
to thefe juft remonftrances, Luxenburgh was alone provided with the necef- 
fary means of, defence; the fortifications in the other parts were left in a 
moft defencelefs ftate, and the care of them configned to the Englilh and 
Dutch; a care which, the greffier Fagell obferved, in a letter to Bruyninx, 

“ The Dutch, not yet recovered from the expcnces of the late war, could, tioti 
and the Englilh wo/ take upon thcmfelves.” 

The Emperor had alfo been repeatedly exhorted to conclude a defenfive 
alliance with the king of Sardinia, who was ftrongly inclined to prefel" 
his friendthip to #jat of F'rance and Spain ; and his co-o] aeration, which, in- 
ftead of opening to the French the key of Italy, would har e excluded 
them from that country, might have been obtained by trifling facriliccs. 

But the Emperor had, either from his ui'ual dllatorinefs, or from ;ui ujivvih 
lingnefs to cede any portion of the Milanefe, declined engaging on his fide 
fo important an ally, until it was too late ; and Charles Emanuel * apolo- 

• Walpole Papers. Letter from .the King of Sardinia to George the Second, Mar li, 17X4. 
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gi^d to the king of En^andj that he had ' been reluAafttly 'Coniipelled, for 
his own fafety and intereftj to dofe with the offers df France and Spain, be- 
caufe the F^peror had refofed' to comply with his terms. In confequence 
*Df this imprudent negled, and a total inattention to the common nfeans of 
defence, his Italian dominions were incapable of refifling the inroads of the ^ 
combined powers. 

The fituation of the United Provinces did not afford the fmalleft: pro- 
fped of inducing them to engage in offenfive operations. The leading men 
w’ere oflentled with the king of England, for having given the princels Anne 
in marriage to the prince of Orange* w^hout previous notice, and were fuf- 
picious that . he was attempting to revive the office of ftadtholder. The 
dread of being expofed to a French invafion, fhould they take an adive part 
in favour of the Emperor, was fo great, that the ftates general were inclined 
to accept the offers of France to conclude a neutrality for the Auftfian Ne* 
therlands, and to s^ree not to affifl. the Emperor, in confequence of any 
events which related to the Polifh eledtion. Repeated remonftrances had 
been ineffedually made from the Britifh cabinet, againft this precipitate mea* 
fure. 

At length Walpole, anxious to obtain the co-operation of a power, with- 
out whom England could not venture toa6V, fent his brother Horace * to 
the Hague, though not in an official capacity, for the purpofe of conciliating 
the leading men, over whom he had great influence, and of perfuading the 
ftates general to adopt a more manly and decifive condud. On his afrival 
at the Hague, he found things in a very indiflerent fituation ; the people in 
general were much diflatisfied, not only w'ith the conduA of the court of 
Vienna, but with that of England, upon a miftaken notion, that the king 
was labouring, out of partiality to the Emperor, to force them mto the prefent 
war, and was endeavouring to promote the interefts of the prince of Orange, 
at the cxpencc of the Dutch conftitution. 

The news of the miflion of the minifter^s brother had an inftantaneous 
effeft in raifing the hopes of the Iriiperial court -(r, and gave a convincing 
proof that the cabinet of Ijondon were ferious in their wifties to affift the 
Emperor, if it could be done without endangering the fecurity of England. 
It however had no other confequences than to reftore the confidence between 
the two nations, and to conciliate tlie leading men in Holland. For the 
Dutch were fo difpirited witl\ the defencelefs ftate of the Netherlands, fo 
dil^fted with the condud of the Emperor, and fo averfe to refume the 

• Horace Walpole’s Apology and Difjiatches. 

t Mr. Kobinfon to lawd Harrington, May nth 1733, Grantham Papers.. 
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burthens of war, that he coyld not bri^ them to adopt vigorotw mea- Chapter4$. 
fures, or to countenance the fmalleft hopes of joining in ofFenfiye opera- iVastoryiil. 
tions *. 

The. internal fituation of England was no lefs unfavourable to an^imme- State ofEnf' 
diate breach with France ; a long period of peace and tranquillity had in- 
creafed commerce, agriculture, and the refources of the country. The 
landed proprietors were higlilyfatisfied with the diminution of tltfc land tax, the 
monied men were no lefs plcafed with deferring the payment of the national 
debt, the Jacobites were daily decreafing ; the Tories, though perfonally hof* 
tile to the minifter himfclf, began to experience the comforts of good order, 
derived from a fettled government. Confidence in government had taken place . 
of diftruft ; and the ftate of the country, both at home and abroad, exhibited 
the ftrongeft fymptoms of liability and credit. Walpole faw and appreciated 
tliele happy elfefls, derived from external peace and internal tranquillity j he 
was unwilling to rifk the unpopularity of impofing new burthens ; he was well 
aware that a war with France would renew the hopes and excite the efforts ' 
of the fallen party, and realifc his conflant predidion, that the crown 
England would be fought for on Britifh ground. 

The refill t w'hich he drew from this combination of circumftances and 
events was, that it would be highly imprudent to involve the country in hof- 
" tilities, without the co-operation of Holland. He was fully convinced that . 
the nation would not readily approve a war for a Polifli eledlion ; and that 
parliament would not be inclined to grant fufficient fuppUes for fo chimeri- 
cal and diflant a projed. 

He did not think it prudent, however, to oppofe at once the dedcled. opinion Prudence of 
of the king, who was eager for a war. He infinuated the neceffity of temporif- Walpole, 
ing, till a new parliament was chofen, and the nation could be roufed to a 
fenle of the danger which would arife from the aggrandifement of the houfc 
of Bourbon, and until the people were made capable of judging, that the 
only foundation upon which the liberties of Europe could fubfill, was the 
indivifibility of a power like the houfe of Auftria, fufficient to be oppofed to 
the houfe of Bourbon -f. 

It was not however without great difficulty that he obtained the confent 
of the king and cabinet to adopt a line of condud, w'hich api>cared no lefs 
pufillanimous in itfclf, than opjiofitc to the tenour of the lad treaty con- 
cluded at Vienna. But he gained his point by firmnefs and pcrfeverence ; by 
inculcating the neceffity of mature deliberation, and of avoiding extremities 


Journal of Horace Walpole. Walpole Papers, 
t Mr. Robitifon to Mr. Pelham, Vienna, November 11,1733. Grantliam Papers. 
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period V. till it ffiotild appcjur that the meafures were no Icfs prafticaWe than advanta- 
i^3ow i734. geousi and he confidered it prudent to feel the pulfe of public opinion, 

' * which ought always to be confulted in cafes of fuch extreme importance as 
a declaration of war. 

Anfwer to In' confequence of this determination, an anfwer was returned to the re- 
tlie EuiperoF. • fuccours, made by the Imperial court, importing, that the king 

was concerned to fee the i^eace broken, and the Emperor attacked ; that he 
had hitherto employed hiijbell offices, though unfuccefsfully, to prevent ihe 
rupture, and would now 'ufe all poffible means to accommodate matters. 
That the motives hitherto alledged for the commiffion of hoftilitici'i being 
founded upon Polifli affairs, in which the king had taken no part, but that 
of ufing his good offices, it was far from being clear, that he was obliged, 
purely upon that account, to enter into the quarrel. That as to the de- 
mand of fuccours, the king, though always ready to execute his engage- 
ments, and fhew his particular friendlhip for the Emperor, muft yet be 
fatisfied that the demand was founded on pofitive engagements^ before he in- 
volved his people in a war. That, therefore, he mull carefully examine the 
allegations on both fides, and confult his allies, particularly the States Gene- 
ral, and put himfelf in fuch a pofture, as might enable him to provide ef- 
feAually for his own fecurity, and for the execution of his engagements. 
AVffirl poficy The Emperor, highly indignant at the backwardnefs of the cabinet, pro- 
•f the Em- jefted an expedient which feemed calculated to forward the accomplifhment 

®****^' of his views. Well knowing the averfion of England to the marriage be- 

ttveen an archduchefs and a prince of the houfe of Bourbon, and the remon- 
Hrances which Ited been made to him on that fubjeft, not only during the 
time when he was at variance with England, but even lately by Mr. Robins 
fon, in the ftrongeft manner, on the mere rumour that fuch a meafure was 
in agitation ; he affefted to open a negotiation with Spain, to renew the 
propofal of a marriage between his fecond daughter, and Don Carlos. 

On the arrival of a courier from Vienna *, count Kinlki painted in the 
ftrongeft colours to the king, the great Unealinefs and danger of the Emperor’s 
fituation; his inability to refift fingly the united arms of France, Spain, and 
Sardinia, and at the fame time the little de[)endance to be placed upon the 
king of Pmffia. He ftated the unpromiling condud of feveral other princes 
of the empire, and the neutrality already accepted by feme of them, toge* 
ther with the ftrong indications of a refolution and concert among fe- 
veral, even of the eledtors, to prevent the empire itfelf from taking any 

, *'Coatinuatioa.of.the condu^. of England, &c. January 1^34. Walpole Papers. 
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part } and laftly, the dcfpair of alCftance from the States Gehcrat. He con* Chaiaer 43. 
duded thefereprefentations with infifting abfolutely, in the Emperor’s name, 1734. 
that the king fliouid no longer defer explaining his intention as to the part L "'“i" 
he would take, but Ihould immediately give a pofitive promiic to come, the 
very next campaign, to his afliftance, without which promife, he infinuated, 
that the Emperor mull comply with the demands of Spain, in giving his. 
fccond daughter in marriage to Don Carlos, as a means ftill in his power, 
and the only one in that cafe remaining, for extricating himfelfand his family 
from their prefent difficulties, and the ill confcquences fojuflly to be appre- 
hended from them, even to the deftrudion of the houfe of Auftria, and of the 
♦(^ilibrium in Europe. 

'Phis artful expedient, however, did not fucceed. Walpole had not been Defeated by 
fo much alarmed oft a former occafion, at the rumour of fuch a marriagci 
as lord Town fhend and the other niinifters, and he now conceived that matters 
were confiderably changed. He conjedured that the Emperor only threw 
out this infmuation, with a view to alarm England, rather than with a de- 
termination to adopt the mcafure ; and he was of opinion, that even if the 
Emperor fhould be in earneft, provided the elded of the archducheircs was 
affianced to the duke of Loraine, the marriage of the fecond with Don Car- 
los would not be produdive of great difadvantages. In all events, to ufe 
his own expreffions, “ Circumdances change; things didant and uncertain 
“ mud yield to prefent and certain dangers 

In conformity with thefe fentiments, orders were immediately difpatched 
to Mr. Robinfon, to explain to the lm|>erial court, the fcv'eral reafbns 
which made it abfolutely impoffible for the king, even thougli it Ihould 
have appeared to him that the Emperor’s claim of fuccours was well 
founded, to come fo foon as was expeded to his affidance. He was at, 
the fame time to declare, that the king no longer continued to oppofe 
the marriage of the fecond archduchefs with Don Carlos, it being repre- 
fented to him to be the only means left for retrieving the Emperor’s affairs, 
by detaching Spain from France. Mr. Robinfon was, however, to infid, 
that nothing fhould be concluded in this aflair, without tlie king’s interven- 
tion, and that due precautions fhould be taken for preventing the dangers 
that might be apprehended to the liberties of Europe from fuch an alliance; 
amongd which, he was to infinuate, that the manr)'ing of the elded archduchefs 

* Among the Orford Papers, I find fome nature, but they were undoubtedly made at 
refleftious on this fobjeft, written by Sir Ro. tliis period. See Correfpondence. 
hert Walpole. They are without date o£ fig- 
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to the dube of Loraine, under the guaranty of Spain, was. Jooketl upon^^O* 
one of the moft effedlual (ecuritics. 

About tlie fame time, fimling the ;I)utch utterly averfe to eucountcr the 
burthens and dangers of a war, and anjeious to prevent them from throwmg 
themfelyes into the arms of France, the iriiniftcr enforged the .abfolute nc- 
ceflity of acceding to the neutrality, in compliance with their carneft withes. 
The king exhorted the Emperor to acquiafee in tbe neutrality for the Nether^ 
Jands, arid oflered his mediatioii, in conjundtion with the States General, to 
bring about an accommodation, and to reftore jjeace. 

The declaration in favour of the rnarrir^e, which’ was fupiiofed to Ibe 
to contrary to the wltlics of the Englith cabinet, and the offer of good ofl^es 
only iiiftead of effedtual fuccours, to highly irritated the Emperor, ^hat 
his anfwer to both thefe proportions, contained no lefs haoghtinefs and 
ipirit, than if the affairs of tlie houfe of Auftria had been in the ntofl prol’r 
perous fituatioii. 

The declaration concerning the marriage, made a fimilar impreffion on all 
the imperial niinifters. They treated the fuppofition, that the Emperor had 
ever entertained the leaft thought of marrying his fecond daughter to the 
duke of Parma, as injurious. They even affedted to doubt that Kinlki had 
ever fpoken in the manner imputed to him. And in the anfwer which 
was’ delivered by the Emperor’s order to Mr. Robinfon, upon the i8th of 
February, the Emperor declared, in the moft folemn terms, that he never 
had any tbouglits, nor ever would condefeend to purchafe peace on thole 
terms, and formally dil'avowed Kinlki, and all others who might ever have 
given the leaft hint of that kind, declaring his determined refolution to de- 
fend himfelf to the laft extr^ity. 

In anfwer to the offer of good offices, the Emperor peremptorily rgedfed 
the propofal of a neutrality for the Netherlands; declared his firm refolution 
of fupporting his caufe by force of arms, and fo far from temporifing, he 
threatened the Dutch to remove the war into Flanders, by attacking France 
on the fide of Luxemburgh. 

'With a view of rendering the interpofition of England more cffedlual, and 
giving weight to the propofal of good offices, Walpole had recourfc to his 
ufual method of preventive meafures, anti adopted the refolution of putting 
the countrj' in a refpedlable pofture of defence, tempering caution witl^ 
Ipirit, and deliberation with energy. The fpeech from the throne, on 
the opening of the feffion, cprrefponded with thele principle?. After 
recommending the utmoft prudence and precaution, and exhorting par- 
iianient to weigh and confider circumftances thoroughly, before a final de- 
termination 
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termination was taken, to aft in concert with the States General, and' to 
avoid precipitate declarations ; the king added, “ In the mean time, I am 
perfuaded you will make fuch proviflofiswlhafrfecure my kingdoms, rights, 
and pofleffions from all dangers and infults, and maintain the refpeft due 
to the Britilh nation ; whatever part it may in the end be nioft reafonable for 
us to aft, it willj in all views, be neceffary, when all Europe is preparing for 
arms, to put ourfelves in a proper pofttire of defence. As this will beft pre- 
ferve the peace of the kingdom, fo it will give us a due weight and influence 
in whatever meafures we (hall take in conjunftion with our allies. But 
flibuld the* defence of the nation not be fufEciently . provided for,! it wiir 
make us difregarded abroad, and may prove a temptation and encourage- 
ment to the deiperate views of thofc, who never fail to flatter themfelves 
with the hopes of great advantages from public troubles and diforders 

• Joiirnak. Chandler. 
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chapter THE forty-fourth: 

1734—1735. 


Succefsful Operations of the Allies. — Embajfy of Horace Walpole to the Hague . — 
Indignation of the Emperor y and his Attempts to remove -Walpole, — Origin., 
Progrefsy and Termination of the Secret Convention. — Renewal of Hojlilities . — 
FluSluating State of the Britijh Cabinet. — Embarrajjments and Firmnefs of 
Walpole. 

Soccefsof ^ ^ Eaiperor expofed, without the afliftance of a firigle ally, to the 

the allies. X united arms of prance, Spain, and Sardinia, was reduced to a mod dif- 
aftrous fituation. The Milanefe was wholly. fubdued by the allied forces j the 
May 5. viftory of Bitonto fecurcd to Don Carlos the conqueft of Naples and Sicily ; 

and Mantua, the only pofleffion which rentained to the Em]>eror in Italy, 
was threatened with a fiege, and unable to hold out for any len^ of time. 
In Germany, the Imperial forces, though commanded by Eugene, w'ere too in- 
ferior to refill the operations of the French j the capture of Treves, Traerbach, 

and 
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tnd Philipfljurgh, opened to the French the entrance into the Empire, and 
Eugene was compelled to adl on the defenfive. 

This dilaftrous lituation of the Auftrian affairs, alarmed the Britifli cabi- 
net, ‘and though the miniftcr was firmly refblved to avoid hoftilities, yet he 
faw the immediate necefiity of augmenting the forces, both in England and 
Holland, and to be at all events prepared for war. 

The great objed was, to fecure the concurrence of the United Provinces, 
and to prevail tm them to ad in concert with England, that the mediation 
of the two maritime powers might be accepted by tlic Emperor, and re- 
f]xded by F rance and her allies. 

In order to obtain the co-operation of Holland, Florace Walpole had 
been agairk dilpatched to the Hague, with the charadcr of embaflador ex- 
traonlinary, and had warmly preffed the States General to augment their 
forces ; and altliough his reprefentations had not been attended with due 
effed, yet he had confiderably removed' the jealoufy and difagTcement which 
had recently arilen between the two maritime ])owers, and gave hopes tlut 
his attempts might prove fuccefsful. 

While thefe tranfadions were pafllng between the king and the Republic, 
under the promtfe ot inviolable fecrccy on both Tides, frequent memorials 
were prefented by count Kinfki, calling upon the king in the ftrongeft man- 
ner, to fulfil his engagements tow'ards the ICmpcror, liy lending inflantly the 
mofl effed ual fuccours. 

Although no fpecific anfwer could be returned whilfl the negotiation at 
the Plague was deiicnding, yet previous intimations had been given to the 
Imperial courr, that no immediate afhflance could be expeded from England 
in the prefent fituation of affairs. 

But as loon as the negotiation was brought to a conclulion, and it was 
determined to make the offer of their joint mediation and good offices for an 
accommodation of the differences, lord HaiTingtoii gave to count Kinfki, 
,an account of this rclolution ; and orders wore tranfmitted to their minillers 
at Paris and MtKlrid, to jiropofe a general pacification through the mediation 
of the maritime powers. I'hc Emperor received the notification commu- 
nicated by Mr. Robinfon, with no Icfs lurprife than indignation, and his 
minifler delivered in a ftrong’and pointed memorial. In this paper, the 
Emperor infifted on the reditude of his own conducl and view^ the iiifincc- 
rity of France, and the wanton aggreffions of the allies j claimed from the 
maritime '“powers effectual co-operation to infure the guaranties flipulated by 
cxifting treaties, previous to his acceptance of their jiropofed mediation, and 
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added, he would never have afled as they had, and after a delay of nine 
months, offered his mediation inftead of fending affiflance*. 

While the anfwcrto this memorial was preparing in concert with the States 
General, the Emperor became indignant at the delay, and imputing the. denial 
of fuccours to the influence of Sir Robert Walpole, broke out into the moll: 
intemperate expreflions againfl him. Totally unacquainted with the firfl; 
princi[)]cs of tlie Englifh conflitution, and forming, from the accounts tranf- 
mittec! by count Kinfki, wrong notions of the king’s power, and of the ftate 
of parties, knowing that George the Second was perfonally eager for the- 
War, he entertained the mod f anguine hopes that the nation would be brought 
over to his opinion. 

Under thefe impreffions, he revived the chimerical plan which.he had in- 
effcdually adopted in 1 726, of appealing to the nation againfl the minifler. 
His embaffador in Loiulon caballed with oppofition j endeavoured to 
excite the fympathy of the nation ; threW the blame of his deprcffion on 
Sir Robert Walpole j appealed to the king’s feelings, and to his inveterate 
hatred of the hoiiie of llourbon, and endeavoured, by means of the Emprels, 
to intereft. queen Caroline in his favour. 

Thefe imprudent attempts did not efcape the knowledge of Walpole, An 
intercepted letter from the Emperor to count Kinfki, fully developed the 
plan in agitation, and tlifplayed the threats which Charles the Sixth was 
weak enough to fuppolc would alarm the minifler, an^ compel him to aft 
offenfively againfl France. 

He even carried his refentment fo far, that he attempted to obtain the re- 
moval of Walpole, by means of a meddling emiflary, who was ill calculated 
to fucceed in fo difficult an enterprife. 

This emilfary was Strickland, bifhop of Namur, by birth an Englilhman, 
and by religion a Roman catholic. He had been warmly attached to the caufe 
of the Pretender, and having facrificed his country to his principles, had been 
promoted to the Abbey of Saint Pierre dc Preaux, in Normandy. He had,, 
in the latter end of the reign of George the Firfl, maintained a correfpond- 
ence with the oppofition i and had through their intereft with the . Em- 
peror, been raifed to the bifliopric of Namur ; he afterwards became a fpy 
to the Englifh miniftry, and rendered himfelf fo. ufeful, ^at he was confi- 
dered as a psoper perfon of confidence to refide at Rome, for the purpofe of 
giving information with regard to the Pretender. With this view, lord 

* Reponfe de la cour Imperiale aux reprefentations .de Melirs. Robmfon et Bruininx, 
30 Juin, 1734. Walpole Papeis. 
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Harrington * applied to- the Emperor for his intereft to obtain for him a Chapter 44 . 
cardinal’s hat j and Mr. Robinfon was ordered to fecond that recommenda- i;r34to»735*' 
tion with his whole influence. The bifliop being a man of an artful and in- v— # 

triguing turn, plaufible in his manner, and having gained great credit for his 
ftrift regularity and difinterellednefs in the management of his diocefc, was 
admitted to feveral audiences of the Emprefs, and fucceeded lb tar in in- 
finuating himi'elf into her good graces, tliat he was employed to thwart the 
marriage of the eldeft archduchefs with Uon Carlos, to which the had an 
ijifuperable^verlion. 

During thefe audiences, he artfully infinualed fuch, remarks on the mil- 
management of tlie Imperial minillry, as induced the Emprels to obtain for 
him a private audience of the Emperor, He availed himlelf of this permif- 
fion^to prefent feveral memorials, for the amelioration of the domeftic affairs, 
which were well received by the Emperor, fond of new fehemes, and in- 
clined to think unfavourably of his miniflers. From thefe topics, he di- 
grefl'ed to lord Harrington’s recommendation, and reprefented himfelf as 
capable either of forcing the Brililh adminiftration to enter into the war, or 
if that failed of fuccefs, of driving out Sir Robert Walpole, through the in- 
trigues of the oppolition. The Emperor weakly acceded to this propolal, 
and fupplied the bilhbp of Namur with private credentials to the king and 
queen of England. On his departure, he was inftrufted to take advantage 
of the decided inclination of the king to enter into the war, of the apparent 
lukewarmnefs of tlie queen to fupport the pacific lyftem, and of the diliinion 
of fentiments in the minilby. 

The bilhop of Namur was received by the king and queen in fl) gracious 
a manner, as to give umbrage to Sir Robert Walpole. He had a Jong 
and lecret conference with lord HarringtoiT-p ; and reports were fooii in cir.» 
culation, that he would ilraw the nation into a war, and that he was pri- 
vately fupported by the king and queen, and abetted by lord Harrington ; 
and that the fall of the miniller would be the immediate coiifequencc. 

It bcc.amc ncccliary to diicredit ihti'c rumours. Horace Walpole hinted Coniiteraad 
to lord Harrington Ins opinion of the bilhop, and tlie ill I'jolicy of appearing Walpole, 
to countenance fo dangerous a perlon. In the private corrcipondence which 
he held with queen Caroline ;{;, he alfo artfully, reprei'ented the impropriety 

* Walpole and Granlham Papers. Mr. Ro- f Orf -rd P.ipers. Corrcfpondence. 

binfon t.’ lord H 'rrinefon, September 8. I'o J Orf.a'd Papers. Letter to ciiieei) Caroline, 

Horace Walpole, November 13, 1734. Cor- OiSobcr 18-25, 1 734. Gorreipondence. 
refpondence. 
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of giving fueh a reception to a miffionary who was^to favourable to thr 
oppofition ; lie urged the ncceffiry of not fuffering a perfon of his fufpii- 
eious chara<Scr to remain in England} and infinuated that the Emj'ieror 
(hould he undeceived in his notion, that the king was of a different 
opinion from the miniftiy, and be pofitivcly informed that England could 
not take a part in the war. Walpole, in concert with his brother, iupported 
this meafure, and fuggefred to the queen, that flic tbould herfclf write to the 
Emprcls *, to contratliA the falfc accounts feiit by Kinlki and the bilhop 
of Namur, and candidly to declare that no fuccours could be giv.en by Eng- 
land, until the offer of the mediation had been rejected. The minifher car- 
ried his point } the bi (hop of Namur was civilly diimiffed ; the king was 
either convinced of the neceflity of adopting pacitic meafures, or yielded: 
reluctantly to a plan which he could not venture to oppofe. Lord Harring- 
ton fubmitted to tiie fuperior influence of Walpole } and the Emperor, with 
fome hefitation, agreed to admit the good offices, and to accept the media- 
tion of the maritime powers.. 

Meanwhile, a fecrct negotiation was fuddenly opened w'ith France} 
which feemed at firft to afford a profped of a fpeedy accommodation, and 
on that account was eagerly embraced by Sir Robert Walpole, but which 
involved both him and his brother in confiderable* embarraflinents, ex- 
cited, in the courfe of its progrefs, the dit'pleafure of the king, and occafioned 
a temporary difagteeipent among the minifters. 

Horace Walpole maintained an intimate corrcfpondencc with baron Gedda, 
the Svvcdifli minifter at Paris, for whom he procured an annual penfion 
of £. 400 } and as Gedda was on good terms with cardinal Fleury, and had' 
communicated the private fentiments of the French miniller, Horace Wal- 
pole had, at the fuggeftion of hiybrother,found means to convey hints for a 
general accommodation. 

The fituation of the Britifb cabinet was exceedingly cmbarraffing } being 
reproached on one fide by the Emperor for not fulfilling the guaranty by. 
declaring w'ar, and on the other by France,, for not being cordially difpofedi 
to favour a peace, it became expedient to take a decided part. But the co- 
operation of the United Provinces was confidered by the minifter as a ne- 
cefl'ary means to infure fuccefs. 

The difpofition perfons and affairs in Holland was fo timid and fluc- 
tuating, as to afford little hope of terminating hoftilities, unlefs France 
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fiotjUl be iiKliiced, of her own accord, to open a negotiation. For it was Chapter 44. 

fenfibly urged* by the embaflador at the Hague, that although thefe con- 17^4:101735. 

ditions miglit not be fuch as would be accepted by the Emperor, yet if they 

were once propofed to him by England and the States General, he would 

be undeceived in his fond expeftations, that thofe powers would enter into 

the war for the purpofe of recovering his dominions in Italy, and be inclined 

to turn his attention to Tome expedient for an accommodation.. 

With this view, Florace Walpojp, with the private approbation ot his Overtures of 
brother, employed the intervention of his friend at Paris, and finally obtained 
the objeut fo much defircd. Baron Gedda acquainted him, tJiat tire cardi- 
nal, imprefled with a defirc to give peace to Europe, pro|)ofccl to.enter juto 
a confidential correfpondence with him, for the purpofe of fettling the pre- 
liminaries for a general pacifi^tion, to be communicated to no one but the 
Penfionary Slingclandt -j-. This overture being conlidered by a part of the 
cabinet as tending only to amufe, and as a fiiare employed by France to pre- 
vent the adoption of vigorous mcafures, was at firfl warmly oppoled ; but 
being fupported by queen Caroline and Sir Robert Walpole, and thofe members 
of adminiftration who adhered to their opinion, it was immediately accepted ; 
a private correfpondence took place,.*and' the cardinal propofed to fend a 
confidential perfon, by the name of Jannel, to the Hague, to fettle and con- 
clude the terms to which England or France would previoufly accede, be- 
fore they were communicated on one fide to the Emperpr, and on the other 
to the allies of France. 

This propofition of cardinal Fleury being approved by the cabinet, an Correfpond- 
intcrelling correlpondcnce took place between him and Horace Walpole, ^ 

concerning the previous conditions to be fettled for adjufling the prelimina- pole, 
rics. The letters of the cardinal, and the anfwers of Horace Walpole, w^ere 
tranfmitted to England for the approbation and dlrcdion of the king, and 
private accounts were regularly forwarded to Sir Robert Walpole, 

During thefe tranfaftiqps. Sir Robert Walpole bcilowcd extraordinary Application 
pains on foreign affairs.. Befides holding a fecret and conftant correfpond- 
ence with his brother, and fuggefting, through his means, thofe fentiments 
with which he wilhed to imprefs the queen, he examined with peculiar at- 
tention the difpatches to and from the fccretaries of ftate ; took notes, and 
made references of the moft important letters ; and although he dilpleafed 

* Horace Walpole to Sir Robert Walpole, Auguft 6, 1734. Correfixjnilence.. 

t Horace Walpole to the queen, Walpole fapers. 
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the king by his firmnefs in fuggefting pacific meafures, and in fome in- 
ftances was fecretly thwarted by lord Harrington, who afted in deference 
to the views of his fovereign, yet he would not fuft'er any meafure to be pur- 
fued without his approbation, and direded or controuled the whole feries of 
this intricate negotiation. 

In confequence of this confidential intercourfe, Jannel arrived at the 
Hague on the 5th of November ; continued there only three days, and had 
three very important conferences with Horace Walpole and the Penfionarjs 
with fuch fccrecy, that his arrival was not fufpbdcd, until he had taken his 
departure. Of thefe three conferences,- Horace Walpole tranfmitted an ac- 
curate and well writtfcn account to the Britifla cabinet. An arrangement 
was taken towards fettling the preliminaries, in which the two parties, after 
propofing terms which could not be acceded to on cither tide, afterwards 
gradually approached each other, and feemed to be not very diflant from the 
probability of coming to an amicable agreement. The terms propofed by 
Jannel, and oppofed or affented to by Horace Walpole, were to be referred 
on one fide to the cardinal, and on the other to the Britith cabinet. 

A plan for the preliminaries was n^w to be propofed by the cabinet, and 
forwarded to the Hague, for regulating the condud of the embatfador. 

In order to engage England and Holland in the war, the Emperor had 
w’ithdrawn all his troops from the barrier towns, and confined' himfelf to the 
defence of Luxemburgh. He reprefented that it was more the intcrefl; of 
the maritime powers than his own, to preferve the Low Countries from 
France, and therefore he Ihould leave to them the care of their defence. 
This refolution had been privately taken without the knowledge of Walpole, 
in concert with the king and lord Harrington, who were no let's anxious than 
the Emperor to commence hoftilities againft France. In confequence of this 
refolution, a plan was drawn up by lord Harrington *, to be forwarded to 
Horace Walpole. It was v/ordtd in a moll artful manner, 4ind appeared to 
have no other defign than to preferve the Low C(?untries from France. The 
embaflador was ordered to infinuate to the Dutch, that if they would autho- 
rife the king to alfure the Emperor of their defign to augment their forces, 
his majefty would endeavour to prevail on the Emperor to fend, without 
delay, a futficient number of men from the Rhine for the defence of the 
Low Countries ; and that the king, at the requifition of the Dutch, ac> 

* Lord Harrington to Horace Walpole, Whitehall, November r734. Correfpon- 
iroce. ‘ 
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cording to the tcnout^f the barrier treaty, would fupply 10,000 men,, pro- Chapter 44. 
vided they would furnilh an equal number. 1734101755. 

This difpatch, before it was fent to the Hague, was forwarded by a mef- 
fengcr to Sir Robert Walpole, who was then at Houghton, for his appro- 
bation. The minifter highly difapproved the meafure, and thought it ne- 
ccffary to exprcfs his difapprobation in fuch ftrong terms, that lord Har- 
ringtonitotally relinquilbcd his delign. In his anfwer to Walpole, he tefti- 
fied his concern that the draught which he ])ropofed to write to Horace 
Walpole concerning the Netherlands, was fo ftrongly condemned *. “ The 

letter itfelf,* he added, “ is not fent.” 

Soon afterwards, lord Harrington drew up, by order of the king, a plan Firm and 
for the preliminaries, which was calculated to throw obftacles in the way of W^- 

the negotiation with France, and to check the eagernefs of Horace Walpole pde. 
for immediately modifying and clofing with the propofitions of cardinal 
Fleury. Thefe inftruftions w'ere to be forwarded to the Hague, in a let- 
ter to the embaflador, by which he was to be implicitly guided m this 
delicate bufinefs-j*. He prepared this letter on the 12th of November, but 
as it was an affair of too great importance to be precipitately decided with- 
out the concurrence of the minifter, who was then at Houghton, he dif- 
patched a meffengcr with a letter, enclofing a copy, and requefting his 
opinion. This plan met with no lefs difapprobation than that which re- 
lated to the Netherlands j and Walpole was never engaged in a more difficult 
or delicate part. Although he well knew that to^dilapprove or alter it, was in 
effect to aft in direft contradiction to the lentiments and wiffics of tlie 
king, yet he did not hefitate to adopt that refolution. He conlidered the 
plan as wholly formed by lord Harrington i and in a very trank and candid 
manner, gave his objections, without attempting in the fmalleft degree to 
conceal, or even to palliate his opinion. And perhaps in no inftance were 
the ihtegrity, prudence, and firmnefs of Walpole more cvitlent, than in the 
anfwer which he returned to lord Harrington on this occalion j’. 

In the middle of December, Jannel returned to the Hague, and the con- Secret cor., 
ferences were refumed. The confequence of thefe meetings was, a projeft yentiwi. 
of pacification concerted between England and the States* as conformable as 
poflible to the fentiments and defircs of France, as they were explained by 
the cardinal in his private correfpondence with -Horace Walpole and the 

• Sidney* Papers, November 8th, 1734I Sir Robert Walpole, November 13, 1734 
Correfpondence. Correfpondence. 

•j" Lord Harrington to Horace Walpole, J Sir Robert Walpole to lord Harrington 
November iz, 1734. Lord Harrington to November jJ, > 734 - Corrcfpondeiue. 
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Pctifionary, and which ought to have been figned at^he Hague by Janncl. 
But as the French minlfters liad protradted the negotiation, by raifing new 
demands, and creating frefh difficulties, it was thought expedient to fatisfy 
the expedtation and impatience of Europe, by publifliing the plan. 

Accordingly, the king in his fpeech, which lie delivered at the opening of 
the new parliament, obferved, “ that in a Ihort time, a plan would be offered 
to the confideration of all the parties engaged in the prefent war, Is a balls 
for a general negotiation of peace, in which the honour and interell of all 
parties had been confulted, as far as the circumftances of time, and the pre- 
lent pollure of affairs. Would permit ' * 

Tlie French miniflers affedted to be dillatisfietl with this proceeding i 
they pretended that it was a breach of that fecrecy which had been promifed, 
and they remonftrated, that this hafty publication of the conditions for a 
general peace, would entirely fruftrate the good intentions of France, by 
alarming ]the allies. At the fame time, Jannel, inftead of ligning the 
projedt of the preliminaries, according to the repeated affurances of car- 
dinal Flcury, received a new counter projedt, and frelli inllrudlions, which 
the Englifli and Dutcli minifters at the Hague could not agree to, and 
from which he could not venture to recede. Thus this important nego- 
tiation, which had employed fix months, and had been conduded with the 
greateft fecrecy, was fuddenly fufpended. Jannel quitted the Flaguc, charg- 
ed with cxjiofiulatory letters to the cardinal, on the unexpedted mifearriage 
of this great work, which jvas expedled to give peace to Europe ; and on 
the following day, Horace Walpole let out for London, carrying with him 
the unfigned projedt of pacification, which had been concerted with the 
minifters of the Rejiublic. 

The principal articles of this projedt were, the abdication of Stanifiaus, 
on the condition of retaining his title ■, the evacuation of Poland by the 
Ruffian troops ; the ceffioa of Naples and Sicily to Don Carlos, and of the 
Tortonefe, Novorefe, and Vigevenafeo to the king of Sardinia. To the 
Emperor, the reftoration of all the other conquefts, the immediate poflef- 
fion of Parma and Placentia, and the fucceffion of Tufeany, exccjit Leg- 
horn, which was fo be created an independant republic ; France to guaranty 
the pragmatic faiidtion j Sjiain and Sardinia to renew their guaranties. 
This plan to be confidered as the bafis of an immediate negotiation fo; a 
general peace, and an armiftice to be llrcnuoufly recommende'^' by the me- 
diators. 


Tl)e 


* Journals. Chandler, vol. 9. p. 3- 
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The Emperor having tciliiied his inclination to accept this plan, though • 
he afterwards attempted to make Tome alterations which were madmiffible, 
it was prefented in form to the reljjcdtiv'e miniflers of the Emperor, France, 
Spain, |5|d Sardinia. The earl of Waldegrave returned to Paris, with in* 
ftrudiohs to prefs the cardinal in the fiirongefl manner to confirm and fup- 
port this projedt, according to the moft*folcmn affurances which he had 
given in his private correfpondence witli Horace Walpole. But his repre- 
feritations were not attended with any efFeA. The opinion of lord Har- 
rington, which had been confirmed by the carl of Waldegrave in his former 
difpatches from Paris, that France was infincere in thefe overtures, and only 
intended to deceive the Britifii cabinet, proved true, and Sir Robert Walpole 
was the dupe of his pacific inclinations. 

The real caufe of this failure was derived from the irrefolution and inac- 
tivity of the Dutch, of which Chauvelin, who either governed or influenced 
the cardinal, availed himfelf, t<3 prevent the conclufion of the fecrct conven- 
tion with England. 

“ One of the fundamental principles of Chauvelin’s politics,” obferves Ho- 
race Walpole, in a letter to lord Harrington, “ w'as to feparate, if poflible, the 
States from England. The bafis of all his meafures when lie entered into 
the war, was founded upon this principle j and his language and exertions 
have been from time to time more or left violent and haughty, in carrying it 
on, according to the appearance of a divifion or union between the king and 
the States j and by tins fame rule or compaft, he has dexterity enough to 
fleer the cardinal’s pliant temper, or to adapt his own fentiments to the 
cardinal’s, whenever he finds the old gentleman’s vigour, from an apprehen- 
fion of the maritime powers taking jointly a fliare in this war, begin to fwerVe 
and incline to peace.” 

In the prefent circumftances, Chauvelin well knew the Dutch could never 
be induced to enter into the war, as long as t,hey had no apprehenfions for 
the fafety of the Netherlands ; and although the Penfionary expreffed, in a 
letter to the cardinal, his ferttiments in ftrong and lively terms in favour of 
the project, with a view to fupport and add weight to the reprefentations of 
Horace Walpole; yet the effeft of his letter was fully counterbalanced by 
the report made by Fenelon, the French embaflador at the Hague, of the 
profound tranquillity in Holland, and of the determined refolution of the 
Dutch not to engage in hoftilities. 

The Britifli cabinet now roufed itfelf from its pacific lethargy, and Wal- 
jwle himfelf was foremofl in recommending and enforcing the ncceffity of 
making the moftadivc exertions. Two motions, warmly fupported by him, 
Voi. I. ' 3 M were 
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were carried in the houfe of commons, though not without great pppolitton *, 
for taking 30,000 feamen an4 26,000 foldiers into pay, in addition to 12,000 
men in Ireland, and 6,000 Danes, according to the fubfidiary treity with 
Denmark. 

While thefe augmentations were making with unufual vigour,, it was 
determined to lay before tlie States General the ftrongeft reprefentations, for 
the purpofe of llimulating them to fimilar exertions, though all hopes of 
efteding a general accommodation were not abfolutely relinquiflied. Horace 
Walpole was direded to take Paris in his route to the Hague, to expoftulate 
with the cardinal on his evalive condud:, and to induce him if poffible to 
ratify the terms to which he had conlentcd, and if he did not fucceed in 
that effort, to endeavour at Ical'l: to procure an armiftice ; and at all events 
to obtain the final fentiments of France, that at his return to the Hague, 
he might be able to concert proper mcalures with the States. 

. Horace Walpole purfued the objed of his mifllon with no lefs fpirit than 
addrefs. In a long conference with the cardinal, he explained the motive 
and purport of his miffion, recapitulated the rife, progrefs, and ilTue of the 
fecret negotiation, obviated the principal objections which had been urged by 
the cardinal in his lafl letters, and fupported each article of the projeCl of 
pacification, which Jannel ought to have figned at the Hague ; ftated, in the 
ftrongeft manner, the fatal conlcquenccs which might refult From his refufal 
to fulfil Ills promile, and prefled him to a fjieedy confent to the plan and 
armiftice. The cardinal, in reply, pleaded the impoflibility of compliance, 
by reafon of the general outcry of the French nation, council of ftate, and 
allies againft the plan, as partial and diflionourable, and particularly repre- 
fented the impropriety of the demand, that France fliould guaranty the 
pfagmatic fanClion without any advantage in return and alFerted that Tuf- 
cany, with Parma and Placentia, in addition to the Milanefe, would render 
the Emperor more formidable in Italy than he was before the rupture: 
he alfo hinted at the danger of difobliging Spain, and of compelling her to 
conclude ’a feparate accommodation with the Emperor. 

To thefe objections, Horace Walpole anfwered with fuch addrefs and 
force, and alarmed the cardinal fo much, by declaring that the mifear- 
riage of the negotiation would be followed by a general war, or a family alli- 
ance between the courts of Madrid and Vienna, that he brought him in ap- 
pearance to approve an armiftice, for fetting on foot an immediate nego- 


* 256 to 183, and 261 to 308, Chandler. 
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tiatiott, and to promife to ufe his influence with the king of Sardinia, and by Chapter 44. 
this means to force Spain to accede. He alfo exprefled his willingnefs, that >734‘o«73S- 
France and the maritime powers flioiild fign a declaration, engaging to pro- 
mote, by a fecret and confidential concert, the conclufion of a j.x“ace, on the 
conditions regulated in the late correfpondence. His approbation was even 
carried fo far, that when Horace Walpole produced a projeft of a declaration, 
confonant to the cardinal’s new propolkions and wilhes, he exprefled his rca- 
dinefs to take it into confideration, and promifed to exert his whole influence 
to bring the great work to a happy conclufion *. 

Yet notwithftanding thefe folemn aflurances, he either had not power, or 
wanted inclination to fulfil his promilc ; he foon after obferved, that the pro- 
jed laid before the king of France was deemed inadmiflible, and that the ar- 
ticle of the armiflice, if ratified, would cover France with fliame, and deprive 
her of all her allies. 

It was now evident that the cardinal could no longer abide by his decla- 
rations of difintereftednefs, and that he was endeavouring to fuggeft feme 
artful means, by which he could contradid his own aflertions, that France 
required nothing for herfelf. It was plain, though he did not venture to avow 
it, that Loraine was the objed of her wilhes, and that as long as the allies 
continued to be fuccefsful againfl: the Emperor, and England and Holland 
did not take an adive and manly part, the ftrongeft reprefentations would 
have no effed. In vain therefore did Horace Walpole reproach the cardinal 
with the duplicity and weaknefs of his condud ; in vain he renewed his in-’ 
fiances for afufpenfion of arms, and reprefented the fiital confequences which 
would probably refult from his refufal j in vain he threatened to publifli an 
account of the whole tranfiidion, and expofe him to the world. 

The cardinal was abalhed and confounded, but not in the leafl con- 
vinced, or moved to compliance. Although he afteded earneftly to defire 
that a plan of pacification Ihould be formed and ratified, yet he could not 
be induced to explain himfelf, either on the terms or the method, and deli- 
vered his fentiments in fo confuted and inarticulate a manner, that the 
Britilh embaflador could colled nothing but vague promifes, without any 
fjxicific propoials. Horace Walpole accordingly dej)aited troin Paris, 
leaving the negotiation in the fame Hate in which he found it on his arrival. 

Lord Harrington in this inllance fpokc the unanimous language of the Applit'at/ow 

ro thtt StaiCA 
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* Horace Walpole’s Difpatchcs to the duke of Kewcalllc, and to per.fionary Slingelaadt, 

April 4th and 6th, 1 735. Walpole Taper*. 
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Britifli cabittet, when in his inftrudions to Horace Walpole *, he painted 
in the ftrongeft terms, the king’s concern and indignation at the cardinal’s 
late conckift towards him and the States. He obferved, that this condud, 
whether the effed of artifice or irrefolution, made it equally umvife and in- 
excufable to rely, without being at the fame time well provided againft all 
events, upon any future tranfadion with the cardinal, for bringing about a 
termination of theprefent troubles, which threatened to fubvert the balance of 
Europe. He faid, the time was now come, in which it was indifpenfably in- 
cumbent upon the maritime j)owers to defend the liberties of Europe ; and to 
lofc no time in putting themfelves into a condition to ad with vigour, when-, 
ever tliey Ihould find it neceffary : H ; added, that the king hoped the States 
would immediately make the proper augmentation of their forces, as he had 
himfelf done, by fea and land, in order to difabufe France and her allies in 
their prefumption upon the fupinenefs of the republic, and to be in readinels 
to take luch meafures, in concert with England, as the prefervation of tlieir 
own, and the liberties of Europe might require. 

In vain Horace Walpole ftrenuoufly exerted himfelf in purfuit of thefc in- 
ftrudions. The recolledion of the haughty and unfriendly condud of the 
Imperial court j of the defedion of England, at the peace of Utrecht, with- 
out fecuring a fufficient barrier to the States j their jealoufy of the prince of 
Orange, increafed by his late marriage with the princefs Anne ; a total difre- 
gard for the lofles of the Emperor in Italy, which they did not confider as 
their immediate concern, and the focurity of the Low Countries, by the con- 
vention of neutrality concluded with France on the firft appearance of a 
rupture, contributed to prevent the Dutch from taking any part in the 
war. Thefe refolutions were fortified by the melancholy confideration of the. 
exhauiled and diftreffed ftate of the republic ; by an opinion, generally pre- 
valent in Holland, of the cardinal’s pacific diipofition, and of the moderation’ 
of France j and particularly by the apprehenfion of confirming the Emperor 
in his fuppofed averfion to peace, by any appbarance of vigour. Accordingly 
the States, inftead of taking an adive part, renewed their inftances to the re- 
fpedive poWers, for a favourable anfwer to the plan of pacification. 

The Emperor was unwilling to agree to ti.e previous conditions, unlefs 
the maritime powers engaged, Ihould thefe conditions not be accepted by 
the allies, to commence hoftilitks j but they declined taking upon them 
this engagement, becaufe they fufpeded that the Emperor would throw ob- 

Walpole Papers. Lord Harrington to Horace WaljK)le, 1 5th April 1755. 
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ftacles in the way of the pacification, for the purpofe of bringing on a ge- 
neral war, which was the great objed of his wilhes. The Emperor beliaved 
peevifiily to England, and prefumptuouily to the States, who were difi. astud 
with him, and fufpicious tliat England was ading in concert with him to 
their prejudice. 

The fituation of affairs in Holland infpired cardinal Fleury with I'uffi- 
cient refolution to urge, in a private letter to Horace Walpole, a heavy ac- 
cufation againft him and the Penfionary, for having divulged the lecrct cor- 
refpondence, and to juftify himfelf in his refufal to comply with the condi- 
tions of the plan ; and he added, that the publication of the plan had railed 
fuch indignation in the whole council, that he could not venture to avow or 
efpoufe it. The main view of this letter was to dole the fccret correfpon- 
dence with Horace Walpole; to ferve as a preliminary to the anfwer of the 
allies, who rejeded the terms of pacification propofed by the maritime 
powers, and to juftify another campaign; which was opened with redoubled 
exertion. 

Thus ended this important negotiation,, in which- cardinal Fleury, or rather 
Chauvelin, who governed the cardinal, deceived the BrltiQi cabinet, lured 
the Dutch with the hopes of a pacification, and prevented them both from 
taking fuch vigorous meafures as would have ftopped the allies in the career 
of conqueft. 

Yet cardinal Fleury does not feem to deferve the reproaches for duplicity 
which were now laviflied upon him. We are to'o apt to eftimate the condud 
of other nations,, from what pafTes in our own, without duly confidering the 
peculiar fituation and circumftances of thofe with whom we arc negotiating, 
and without knowing the real ftate of the public opinion, which every mi- 
nifter, even in the moft defpotlc countries, is in fomc meafure obliged to con- 
fult. The real trutli feems to be, that the Englilb cabinet exjieded tcims 
from France which could not be complied with ; that cardinal Fleury was 
probably fincere in his firft overtures for peace, but was pcrl'uaded by the 
reprefentations of Horace Walpole, who had gained great afcendancy over 
him during his embafly at Paris, to accede to conditions, which be could not. 
afterwards venture to propofe to the king and council of France. That on 
fober refledion, he conceived it highly difhonourable in Louis the Fifteenth 
to defert Stanillaus, in fupport of whom the war had been undertaken, 
merely to obtain the transfer of fome dominions in Italy to Don Carlos and 
the king of Sardinia, without either effeding this objed, taking vengeance 
on thofe who prevented it, or obtaining fomcacquifition which might ferve as 
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an indemnity for the cxpences of the war, and juftify to the people in France, 
the dereliction of the caufe for which hoftilities had been undertaken. 

The object of Spain was to drive the Emperor from Italy ; the king of 
Sardinia expeCted the whole Milanefe j while France, under the mafk of mo- 
deration and profeHions of difintereftedneft, aimed at the acquifition of 
Loraine. 

To reconcile fuch jarring interefts, and to effeCt a general pacification, was 
not in the power of a divided cabinet, whofe meafures fluctuated with con- 
tinued verfatility. Orders were occafionally given by lord Harrington, in 
conformity to the fentiments of the king, and contrarj' to thofe of the firft 
miniller. Thefe orders were fometimes oppofed, or at Icaft fecretly coun- 
teracted by Walpole ; either by himfelf, in his perfonal conferences with the 
king and queen, or by means of the I’uggeftions made by Horace Walpole, 
in his private correfpondence with the queen, or by the agency of the duke 
of Newcaftle, who at this period was devoted to him. Various inftruCtions 
were conveyed to the foreign minifters, each contrary to the other, as the in- 
clinations of, the king and lord Harrington in favour of war, or the pacific 
fentiments of the firft minifter, gained the afcendancy. 

The king was fo highly dilpleafed with the refufal of the minifter to enter 
into the war, and gave fuch unequivocal figns of his difpleafure, that queen 
Caroline could not venture to attempt openly to promote or juftify his mea- 
fures, but with a view to exculpate his conduCt, artfully threw the blame oa 
Horace Walpole, whom flie often rallied in the king’s prefence as the prin- 
cipal caufe of the inactivity of England, and liinted that his brother hiid 
been directed by his advice, influence, and known interference in foreign 
affairs *. 
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T he minifter and his friends laboured under great dlfadvantages, and 
had many difficulties to encounter in the management of the general 
eledlions. The inadtivity and neutrality of England, became a matter of 
popular infamy ; and even men of profefled impartiality, feverely cenfured 
the minilfer, by whofe influence the inclinations of the king and the cabinet 
to affift the houle of Auftria were reftrained. The common topics of want 
of fpirit, and the derelidtion of national honour, had great effedl in 
exciting difeontents, while the advantages derived from the continuance 
of peace to trade, manufadlures, and agriculture, being tacitly progreffive, 
did not immediately attradl public attention, or procure their deferved 
applaufe. The rapid fuccefs of the French and Spanllh arms, and the 
humiliation of the houfe of Auftria, increafed the national dilfatisfadlion. 
But above all, the excife fcheme had excited ill humour and violent cla- 
mours, and it feems to have been ill judged in the minifter to introduce 
it fo (hort a time before the diflblution of parliament. It was more parti- 
cularly offenfive in Scotland, where the frauds in the cuftoms were more 
extenfive than in England. The greater part of the Whigs in Scotland were 
irritated ^ainft the court, and a large number manifefted their diflTatif- 
fa(ftion, in the manner of their oppolition on the eleeftion of the fixteen peers. 
Several of the Prefbyterians were averfe to the minifter for the continuance 
of the teft a<ft, the repeal of which, notwithftanding repeated declarations 
of his private good wifhes, he had never promoted. 

Walpole embarked in fupport of his friends in many expenfive contefts, 

and 



456 MEMOIRS OF 

Eerbd VI. and expended a large fum out of his own private fortune *. The cxpcnces 
*734 '737* contefted eleftion for the county of Norfolk amounted to jf. io,ooo, 

Vf.1 and yet he failed of fuccefs. The two candidates, Morden and Coke, who 
Hood, for the Whig intereft, and whom he fupported, were fupplanted by 
Bacon and Woodhoufe, who were favoured by the Tories. In confequence 
of thefe difficulties and defeats in his own county, the return of members 
who fupported his adminiftra:tion was inferior in number to thole who fat 
in the laft parliament. 

The new parliament aflemblcd on the 14th of January. The Ipeech from 
the throne alluded to a plan, formed in concert vdth Holland, to be offered 
as a balls for a general negotiation, mentioned the treaty with Denmark, and 
concluded by obferving, that while war was raging in Europe, it would be 
proper for Great Britain to maintain herfelf in a pofturc of defence. 

The oppofition to the addrefs, propofed by the minifterial party in both 
houfes, was vehement and formidable. The amendments propofed by op- 
pofition, were fupported with great ability, and the «|ivifions of tlie anti-mi- 
nifterial party were in the upper houfe 37 againft 87, and in the commons 
185 againft 265. 

During this feffiori few debates of importance occurred, and none which 
perfonallyaffedted theminiftcr. Although he permitted feveral motions, made 
by oppofition, to pafs without a divifion, and in the contefted eleftions as 
many were carried againft as for adminiftration, yet the material points pro- 
pofed by' government were acceded to. Thefubfidiary treaty witli Denmark 
was approvedi 794,529 was granted for the land fervice, and 30,000 feamen 
were voted. 

The attention of the houfe of lords was occupied by a petition from feveral 
Scotch peers, complaining of undue influence in the eledion of the fixteen. 
The minifter was accufed of engaging votes by various afts of corruption, 
and of overawing the eleftors by the prefence of troops. The principal [)er- 
fons who conduced this attack, were thofe who had been deprived of their 
places, but though it was managed with great addrefs and afperity, it ter- 
minated in his favour. The ftrength of the oppofition was proVed by the 
fmalincfs of the majority, which on the firft divifion was 90 againft 47, and 
on the fecond, 73 againft 39. Two violent protefts were entered, the firft 
ligned l)y 33, the fccond by 32 peers -f. 

The feflion was clofed by prorogation on the 15th of May, when the king, 
in his Ipecch from the throne, exprefled his intention of vifiting his German 

♦ Etouglr fays 60,000. f Lords’ Debates. 
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dominions, and appointing the queen regent during his abicnce, of whofe 
juft and prudent adrainiftration, he had on the like occafion had experience. 
“ Let me,” he concluded, “ earncflly recommend it to you to render the 
burthen of this weighty trufl as eafy to her as poflibJe, by making it your 
conftant ftudy and endeavour, as I am furc it is your inclination, to preferve 
the peace of the kingdom, and to difeountenance and fupprels all attempts 
to raite groundlefs difeontents in the minds of my people, whofe happinefs 
has always been and fliall continue my daily and uninterrupted care 

The fecret correfpondence with cardinal Fleuiy was fcarcely clofed, when 
a difputc between Spain and Portugal brought on another feries of intricate 
negotiations, and threatened to fpread flill wider the horrors of war -f*. 

John the Fifth, king of Portugal, had efpoufed the archduchefs Mary 
Ann, filler of the Empeior Charles the Sixth, and his connedion with the 
houfe of Auflria, had increafed the hatred which his family bore to France. 
For fome time after the peace of Utrecht, a great coolnefs had taken place 
between him and Philip the Fifth, the natural confequence of fituation and 
Connedions. At length the jealoufy and rivallbip which had fo long fub- 
fifted between them, in fome meafure fubfided, and the tw’o courts had been 
reconciled by a double marriage between Ferdinand, prince of Afturias, and 
Barbara, infanta of Portugal, and between jofeph, prince of Brafil, and the 
infimta of Spain. But this maniage did not long operate in preferving har- 
mony, and a diplomatic 'difpute nearly produced an ojicn rupture. 

The fervants of Don Cabral de Belmonte, the Portuguefe minifler at 
Madrid, being accufed of having violently refeued a rnalcfador from the 
officers of jullice, were arrefted and carried to prifon. The minilter having 
complained of this infult, as an infraftion on the law of nations, was warmly 
fupported by his court j at the fame time the Spanilh embalfador at Lilbon, 
demanded fatisfadlion for the behaviour of the Portuguefe miniller, but 
inllead of obtaining redrefs, he had the mortification ot feeing nineteen of 
Ills own domcftics arrefted and lent to prifon ■, and as neither court w'ould 
give the fatisladlion reciprocally demanded, the two minillers retired from 
their refpedlivc embalfies, and both nations rreparcil lor immediate hofti- 
lities. 

• Chandler. Journals. and from “ A Summary Deduction of tlie 

f The fuhflance of tlic remaining part of (.'ourl'i’ of Public Alfairs, from the Delivery 
this chapter is principally taken from the fame of the Project of Accommodation by.tlic Ma- 
docunieiits as the forty fourth, from a fecond ritime Powers, to rixir Approbation ot tl.e 
contiiniatioi) of the paper, inritled,“ CoitdiiA \ienna Preliiriiiaries,” from February *73 5 
of England-, &c.” from July to December 1734, to January 1736. VVulpole Papcrri. 
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Don Azevecio, envoy from the king of Portugal, arrived at London, to 
foiicit, by virtue of' the fubfifting treaties, and particularly that of 1703, the 
affiftance of England, in favour of the king of Portugal, againft an attack 
which he apprehended from Spain. To this demand the king returned for 
anfwer, that he woiil( 5 , agreeably to the honour of his engagements, imme- 
diately, in conjunction with the States General, interpofe his good offices, and 
that in the mean time, to fecure Portugal from any hoftile attempt, efpecially 
againd the Brazil fleet, which was then upon its return, a ftrong fquadron 
{hoLild be lent to t.ilbon ; advifing the king of Portugal at the fame time to 
flievv a readinel's in bringing this difpute to an accommodation. 

I'his advice was by no means acceptable to the king of Portugal ; he had 
feen with a jealous eye the recent fuccefles of the Spaniards in Italy ; he had 
beheld, not without regret, an advantageous peace which Philip had lately 
concluded with the Moors, and he expcCled, perhaps, that Spain would again 
revive their prctenlions on Portugal, which, notwithftanding all renunciations, 
had never been flncercly rclinquilhed. During the war he had uniformly 
efjx)u{ed and approved the condudl of the Emperor; and perfons of all ranks 
and diftinftiohs in Portugal, had exprefled their wiflies in favour of the fame 
caufe. He was ftill farther exalperated againft the court of Madrid, by the 
repeated complaints made by his favourite daughter Barbara, of the ill treat- 
ment which fhe received from the queen of Sjwin. Thefe concurrent cir- 
cumftances roufed the refentment of John the Fifth, a prince of great fpirit ; 
and his violent temper was irritated to fuch a degree, that he was eager to 
commence hoftilities againft Spain, and warmly Iblicited both the king of 
England and the Emperor to conclude an offenlive alliance. He faid * to 
lord Tyrawley, the Britilh embafl’ador at Lilbon, the time was now arrived 
to reduce Philip to reafon ; that fo favourable an opportunity would never 
again occur ; Spain was left in fo defencelcfs a ftate by the numerous armies 
employed in Italy, that a fmall number of Portuguefe would overrun the 
country without oppofition ; and that the Britilh fleet would prevent the 
return of the S{>anilh troops from Italy. Flis confidential miniflers publicly 
declared, that if manifeftos from the prince of Afturias were difperfed, in- 
viting the Spaniards to (hake off the tyranny of the ejueen, and the incapa- 
city of the king, the whole kingdom would rife in his favour ; and w'ith a 
view to induce England to embrace this meafure, it was urged, that if the 
attempt of the prince of Afturias fucceeded, Philip would be comj)elled to 
recal his troops from Italy, for the defence of his own kingdom ; and that 

• Walpole Pa{>crs, Lord Tyrawlej' to tliedukc of Newcafliie, May 19, 1735, 
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tlie force of the allies would be fo much weakened, that tlie Imperial troops 
might again acquire the afeendaiKy, and the houfe of Bourbon be fruftrated 
in its attempts t j lower the houfe of Auftm. 

Thefe negotiations concerning the difputes between Spain and Portugal, 
were neceflarily blended with thofe between the Emperor and tlie allies. 
The Emperor received the offers of Portugal with avidit}', and gave un- 
bounded promifes of the moft cffeftual afliftance, trufting that if hoftilities 
flrould take place between Spaiiii and Portugal, England would be drawn 
into the quarrel, and a general war would be the unavoidable confequence. 
So great was the difficulty of recx)nciling two courts, both remarkable for pride 
and etiquette, and two fovereigns equally intemperate in their anger, and 
fo impoffible did it appear to forefee the confequcnces or controul the events," 
that a general and bloody war feemed almoft iirevitable. Affiiirs wore fo 
gloomy an afpecl, that Horace Walpole * fays, in a letter to his brother, 
“ I own I fee nothing but black clouds gathering on all fidcs : I don’t fee a 
ray of light to difperfe them,” 

But Sir Robert Walpole did not behold things in fo difcouraglng a 
light, and the Britilb cabinet, direfted by him, acted with no lefs fpirit 
than caution. In the beginning of Juno, a fquadron of twenty-five fliips 
of the line and fcveral frigates failed from Portfmouth, under the com- 
mand of Sir John Norris, and arrived in the ]wrt of Lifbon. The defllna- 
tion of this fleet made a flrong fenfation at Paris and Madrid, and gave 
great w'eight to the armed mediation of England. Cardinal P'leury was 
particularly alarmed ; he ro[i.''cfcntcd to lord VValtlegravc -f, in a moll: pa- 
thetic manner, that when the king of Portugal Ihould lee fo terrible a feet as 
twenty-five men of war, come to his afliftance, he would riject all offers of 
mediation, the friends of the Emperor .at Lifbon would encourage him to 
attack Spain, S})ain would be defended by France, and Portugal by England, 
and a general war, of which no one could fee the bounds or calculate the ef- 
fects, would be the inevitable confequence. The Britilb cabinet was not 
affefted w'ith thefe remonftrances j the ftjuadron was not withdrawn, but 
a flrong reprefentation was made to the courts of Spain and France, that its 
objeft was only to proteft the trade of the Englidi fu’ojcefts, and to defend 
the coaft and commerce of Portugal againft any attempt : that Siir John 
Norris was inftrufted not to a(5l offcnfively, nor to encourage or affift: the king 
of Portugal in offenfive meafures 

* April 291!!, 1735. Correfpondencc. J Mr. Keene to the duke of Neu'caflie, 

t Earl of Walde-^rave to the duke of New-» June 9th, 1735. Keene Payers, 
aaftle, June ift, 1735. Correfpondence. 
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This fpiriteJ concTud rendered the miniftry extremely popular in England, 
and greatly contributed to reftore the tranquillity of Europe *. Spain 
having at tirft declined the proffered interpofition, propofed at length to refer 
the decifion of the differences to England and France i and Portugal, after 
making inefteftual endeavours to prevail on England to aft offenfively, 
finally acquiefeed in the mediation of P’rance and the maritime powers. 
Hoflilitics, though began in America againft the Portuguefe colony of St. 
Sacrament, never reached Europe ; a convention, figned at Madrid, in July, 
1736, under the mediation of the Englifli, French, and Dutch plenipoten- 
tiaries, was followed by a peace, concluded Paris, by w^hich all differences 
were adjufted -f. 

A ffiort time before the Portuguefe minifter folicited the afliflance of 
England, the Imperial c<»urt delivered an anfwer to the plan of pacifica- 
tion ; but this anfwer was only provifional, and not fufiiciently explicit, and 
the acceptance of the armiflice was reftrained to fuch conditions as rendered 
it inadmifflble. It concluded by exhorting the maritime powers to make 
fuch preparations as to he in rcadinefs to aft offenfively if the allies fliould 
rejeft the plan. The Emperor j;, at the fame time, ftated the right which 
he had acquired, as well by the treaties made in 1731, as by his conduft 
fince that period, to the friendthip and afliftance of the maritime powers, 
againft the unjuft attacks and ambitious views of the houfe of Bourbon §, and 
made the moft bitter refleftions ujron the unmanly and pufillanimous part, 
which thole powers, efpccially the Dutch, had hitherto afted fince the rup- 
ture. It was now evident that the Emperor would not hearken to any over- 
tures of accommodation from the maritime powers, unlcfs they promiled to 
aflift him, if the allies rejefted the plan. They deemed it ncccffary therefore 
to declare, in the moft pofitive terms, that they would not on any confidera- 
tion engage in the war ; and to reprefent to the Imperial court, the necefflty 
of entering into a particular acconmiodation with Spain or France i with 
Spain, by giving in. marriage an archducliefs to Don Carlos, or with France, 
by exchanging Lorainc for Tufeany. To this reprefentatibn no immediate 
anfwer was given. 

The notification to the Imperial court, in anfwer to the memorial de- 
livered by Count Ulcfeldt, that England and Holland declined taking a 
part in the war, was received at Vienna with the ftroi^eft fymptoms of lu: - 
prife and ddpondcncy ; all that Mr. Robinfon could draw from them, was 

* Tindal, vol. 20, p. 292. J Memoire raifonnte, March 15. Grantham 

f Walpole Papers. Horace Walpole to Sir Papers. 

Robert Walpole, Augull 16, 1735. ^ Detliiftion. 
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fullen and abrupt declarations of aftonifhment and aflfiftion to fee the Chapter 4j. 
Emperor thus abandoned by the very power from whom he principally and i735toi73n. 
folely expeftod affiftance. IJartenftein *, the confidential, though fubordinate 
minifter of Charles the Sixth, faid, that Europe was loft, the Emperor was the 
firft facrlfics. He knew, were he Emperor, what party he fltould take ; 
he would let things follow their own courfe. The war would end of itlelf 
for want of matter to feed the flame. The enemies of the houfe of Auftria 
would furcly not require Vienna; with his hereditary countries the Emperor 
would ftill be fufliciently great for himfclf, though not ufeful to others. 

Prince Eugene alfo obferved, that the wileft meafure w'hich the Emperor 
could follow, %vas to rccal all his farces into his hereditary dominions, an<l 
luft'er France to take the reft, if the maritime pow'ers had no concern for 
them. But it was count Sinzendorff, who on this, as on all other occalions, 
uied the moft violent expreflions of pafTion and I'ury. Having alked the 
Britilh minifter, if there were no fuccours to be expedlcd, anti receiving for 
anfw'cr, that in all probability there were none, he exclaimed, “ What a 
fovere fentence have you palled upon tlie Emperor ! No malefador w'as ever 
carried with fo hard a doom to the gibbet.” He was for burning Amfter- 
dam, and forgiving up Flanders ; “ there was, and there could be,” he added, 

“ no feparate negotiation. The only means left for the Emperor, was to let 
fire to the four corners of the world, anti to perilh, if he muft perilh, in (he 
general conflagration.” . . 

Tliefc violent expreflions of indignation and dcfpair, were foon followed 
by a fuitable conduft ; the Emperor was alarmed at the negotiatitms of 
France, Sweden, Pruflia, and I'urkey ; at the union, concert, and progrcls 
of the allies in Italy ; at the retreat of count Konigkgg into the Tyro!, 
which left Mantua to its fate. 

He attributed to the treaty of 1731 all his miifortuncs, which arofe from 
a determined refolution of the French to dellroy his luccefiion, guarantied 
by that treaty, and principally to the introdurtion of the t:,ooo Sjaaniards into 
Italy; which enabled the French to gain over the king of Sardinia. Thus 
abandoned by his allies, he determined to ftjaarate himfclf ifotn tlie mari- 
time powers, and ordered count Kinfky to c.xprcls his extreme aftonilbmcnt 
at the condudt of lingland, and to affirm, that he had no other lyllcni of ac- 
commodation, than to lubmit to his enemies, wiien deferttd by his friends. 

In this fituation of affairs, the mind of tlie Emperor was Iccretly agitated 
to fuch a height, as to raife apprehenfions in (lie Eraprefs, tiuU- his undcriland- 
ing might be affeifted by the coniiiiib. “ During the dead of the night,” vvii'.e.i 

• Walj'.olc Papers. Mr. Robinfen to brJ riarriivaon, Julv jd), 17 Jj- 
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Mr. Rcblnfon to lord Harrington,*' and while he wis fingly with her, he gave a 
Joofc to his aftliftion, cont'ufion, and defpair.” Tliefe agitations were ang-. 
niented by a total dillruft ot'liis own minifters, excepting Bartenllein, who 
having lei's to lofe than the others, flattered the hlmperor with ideas more fuit- 
able to romantic glory, than to ordinary prudence. “ This court,” he adds,** is 
dei'peiato, and no prudent man can forfee what may be the effed of a vio- 
lent defpair, Tlie Emperor, as in a Ihipweck, will lay hold on the firil 
plank.” 

The fame fentiments were enforced by count Kiniky *, in an audience 
of the king at Elanovcr. He repreiented the fituation and flrength of the 
Imperial troops, and defired his opinion upon the befl; method of employing 
them, either by fending large detachments into Italy, or by abandoning that 
territory, except Mantua, and the entries into the Tyrol ; by colleding an 
army on the Rhine, to ad ofFenfively againfl France ; or, laftly, by j)cnc- 
trating into France, on the fide of the Mofclle and the Netherlands. Fie 
required at the lame time a precife declaration of the king’s final intentions 
on the point of fuccours, and declared, that the Emperor would confider a 
delayer filence on this queftion, as an abfolutc negative; and muft then 
provide, as foon, and as well as he could, for himfelf, by way of negotiation, 
without confulting the maritime powers, or confidering their interefts. A 
demand was at the fame time made for a fubfidy, either publie or fecret, 
which would enable him to fu|)port a large army in the field, and to lure the 
king of Sardinia from the party of France and Spain. 

VVhile the Emperor was thus apj)caling to the hopes and fears of the ma- 
fitime powers, and warmly foliciting fuccours and fubfidies, he threatened 
to abandon the Low Countries, and even to cede them to France, for the 
recovery of his Italian dominions, and the guaranty of the pragmatic fanc- 
tjon ; a threat which excited ftrong apprehenfions in the Britifli cabinet, and 
was deprecated as an event of the utmoll confequence to the commercial 
and political interefis of England, 

Mean time the Britifli cabinet was employed in endeavouring to divide the 
allies, and in renewing their felicitations tor peace, even to the very power by 
which they had been recently duped and deceived. Sir Robert Walpole 
was confeious that the only hopes of pacification depended on France, and 
if (he could be brought to a fincere co-operation with England, the other 
belligerent powers, however averfe, could not witbold their aflent. He was 

• Lord Harrington to the duke of Ncwcfftle, Walpole Papers. Dedu«‘lion. 
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defirous not to offend tlte cardinal, by Ihewing clifguft at bis duplicity ; 
wilhed not to be precipitate in divulging the account of the fecret nego- 
tiation ; thought that the publication of that tranfadion ihould' rather be 
the confequence than the forerunner or provocation of a war*. He was 
fully convinced, from his knowledge of the cardinal’s and Chauvclin’s cha- 
raders, that unlefs the points of concefllon originated with them France 
would never be brought to guaranty the pragmatic fandion, which he con- 
lidered as effentially neccHary to the prefervatiou of tranquillity in Europe ; 
he was aware that the defperate fituation of the Emperor’s affairs in Italy, and 
his unwillingnel's to ad in any degree cordially with the maritime powers, 
increafed the difficulty of obtaining an accommodation, and that a peace 
would be cheaply purchafed by fuffering France to accjuire Loraine, provided 
Tufeany w'as given in exchange to tlie duke of Loraine, the Milanefe re- 
ftored, and Parma and Placentia ceded to the Emperor, in return for the 
two Sicilies. 

In conformity with thefe views, Florace Walpole hinted, in a difpatch to 
lord Waldegravx-, the circulation of a rumour in Paris, that the objed of 
France was the acquifition of Loraine, in exchange forTufeany. I.ord Wakle- 
grave, in a conference with the cardinal, cafually mentioned this report. 
The extreme plealure which this hint gave, the pains he took in letting forth 
its expediency, and obviating all objedions, i'ufficiently proved* that this was 
the great point which France had in view 

While the Brhilli cabinet were thus exerting themfelves in favour of a 
pacification, and were endeavouring to perluade tlic Emperor and France 
to agree to terms of accommodation without the knowledge of the other 
powers, a fecret negotiation was o{)ened between the Eiirperor and France, 
without the concurrence of England. At the time that cardinal Fleury 
was holding the private correfpondence with Horace Walpole, he made 
fecret overtures to the Emperor, with the ho]:es of detaching him from 
the maritime powers. In his anniverfiiry letter § of compliments to the 
Emperor, on occafion of the new year, 'dated December 12th, 1734, 
he had added a poflcript in his own hand, expreffing, in tlie ftrongetl 
terms, his affedion and refped; for the Emperor’s ])erlbn, as well as his 
carneft defire to fee the peace of Europe reltored. The Emperor, befidcs 
the ufual chancery letter, returned an anfwer in his owm hanil, dated 

• Horace Walpole to Sir Robeit Walpole, J The earl of W.aldegrave to lord Haniii!!;- 
-jSyth May lytj. Correfpondence. ton, June 7th, 1735. Walpole and WaKle- 

. f Horace Walpole to Sir Robert Walpole, grave Papers. 

April J-Jth 1735, Correfpondence. § Walpole Papers. Suinniaiy DcdiiJlioj). 
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Period Vf. February i6th, to the fald poftfeript, declaring his readinefs, in conjunftion 
173,). to 1737. with his allies, to liften to terms of amity, and the facility of obtaining a 
peace, if the cardinal would heartily promote it, Thefe two letters were put 
into the hand of the Pope’s nuncio at Bruflels, to convey them to the car- 
dinal j who, in opening tlte nuncio’s packet (for he opened all his letters at 
arms length, and in the chimney) dropt the Emperor’s particular letter into 
the fire, and could not recover it before it was defaced. The cardinal in- 
formed the nuncio, by a letter of March loth, of this accident, and ex- 
prefled his lhame and concern. But the Emperor, confidering this ftory as a 
mere fidion to cxcufe his filence, the correfpondence was interrupted. 

Soon after this incident, the Emperor, finding all attempts to induce the 
maritime powers to ad offcnfively againft France ineffedual, artfully made 
diftant overtures to Spain, in relation to the marriage of an archduchefs 
with Don Carlos, with the approbation of England. The dread of a 
fimilar union between Spain and Auftria to that which took place in 1725, 
alarmed the cardinal ; and he accordingly took occafion, by means of a con- 
fidential perfon at Paris, to convey to count Sinzendorff his wilhes to con- 
clude a peace diredly with the Emperor, without the intervention of any 
other power, and added, that he would either depute a perfon of confidence 
fecretly to Vienna, or the Emperor might fend one to Paris, for the purpofe 
of fettling the conditions of a feparate accommodation. 

To this overture, the Emperor confented, and at the very moment when 
the cardinal was luring the Britifli cabinet with the hopes of opening, under 
tlieir aufpices, a negotiation with the Emperor, he difpatched his agent, la 
Bcaume, to Vienna- This tranfadion was carried on in fo fecret a man- 
ner, that although fome fufpicions were entertained, yet the firft vague ru- 
mour of the million was communicated by the carl of Waldegravc, on the 
2d of Augud *, wliich he had cafually derived from a fpy in the fecretary 
of date’s office at Paris j and when he taxed the cardinal with his duplicity, 
the hoary minider did not bluffi to deny the fad, and becaufe the negotia- 
tion was at that moment fulpended, offered in the mod folemn manner to 
take an oath on the biblc f , that no private negotiation was at that time 
pending between Frajice and Audria. I, a Bcaume adtually palled through 
the army, and after holding a conference with prince Eugene, arrived 
and had continued five weeks at Vienna, before Mr. Robinfon | enter- 

* Walpole Papers. The earl of WaMegrnve Newcaftle, September *8, 173 ij. Cwrefpon- 
to the <!iike of Ncvvcafiie, Augult 2,1735. ' dence, 

Cortefpoudence. + Walpole and Grantham Papers. 

f The earl of Waldegrave to tlis duke of 
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taine<3 the fmalleft fufpicibns of the faft. The firft intimation Arhich he re- Chapter 4 ^. 
ceived from lord Harrington, appeared to him nothing more than an unccf- . 
tain report, and it was not till after much minute inquiry, that -he found the 
information to be true. 

Although the king, in his reply to Kinlki, had declared that he would not Anxiety of 
take upon himfelf to give any advice, and urged that it would be extremely dif- cabinet! 
ficult to enter into the war without the concurrence of the Dutch ; although 
he hinted at the feveral fchemes of a fcparate negotiation; thought the 
exchange of the dutchics of Loraine and Tufcany preferable ; infinuated 
the rcadinefs of Spain to accept the fccond archduchefs, and offered to affift 
in forwarding the match, or to adopt any other method for the purpofe of 
efleding a pacification; yet the Emperor, well aware that the king was 
flrongly inclined to afford ailive affiftance, uiged his 'claim with redoubled 
inftances. 

The earnefl folicitations of the Emperor, his threats to abandon the Low 
Countries, and the knowledge of his fecret negotiation with France, made 
a ftrong impreflion on the king and cabinet, and gave weight to the opinion ■ 
of that party which inclined for war. For it was deemed far more eligible to 
encounter hoflilities, than by a refufal of fuccours to throw the houfe of 
Auftria into the arms of France, or by permitting the diminution of het ter- 
ritories, to enfeeble the. only power which could effeftually prefcnt a barrier 
to the encroachments of the houfe of Bourbon. 

This defertion of the houfe of Auftria in her extreme diftrefs, gave great Differences 
difpleafure to feveral of the miniftef’s friends and co-adjutors, and to none more thecabi* 
than to lord Harrington, who, in his capacity of fccretary of ftate, had the 
mortification to fend inftruftions, and to forward meafures contrary to his 
own fentiments. “ The reafons,” he obferves, in a letter to Horace Walpole*,' 

“ you alledge to prove that the treaty of Seville was not the caufc of the Em- 
peror’s misfortunes are unanfwcrable, and I wifh you could fuggeft as good' 
ones (in cafe we are forced to it) for juftifying to the Emperor our not afiift- 
ing Itim ; but if that could be done, to juftify it to ourfelvcs and our coun- 
try ; confidering the- prefent behaviour and operations of France and hCr 
allies, nothing but the moft abfolute inability can do it 

In a fubfequent letter, lord Harrington -f- even fuggefted a meafure, 
which if followed. Would probably have involved England in the war : it wtis 
to propofe to the Dutch, either an augmentation of their forces, or to join 

* Walpole Papers. Hanover, Auguft ytb. 

f Walpole Papers. Lord Harrington to Horace Walpole, Hanover, Auguft 31. 
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the king in requiring frpm the allies a direfl: fpecification of the conditions 
oh vvlucli they would conclude a {xace, and to declare peremptorily, that 
unlefs a politive anlwer was given, England and the States would decline 
the mediation, and adopt the necelfery meaiurcs for preferving their pwn fe- 
curity^ and the equilibrium of Europe. He alfo urged, if the States Ihould 
decline both thefe propofitions, that England ihould withdraw from the 
mediation, and at tlie fame time acquaint the Emperor, that the king would 
endeavour to alEft him in making a feparate peace with any of his enemies, 
and in failure of that attempt, would join with him afterwards in the war, if 
an opportunity ihould arife of doing it with fuccefs. . 

I’Jie difference of opinion was now fo great, the party for war was fo 
warmly fupported by the king, and that for peace by Sir Robert Walpole, 
as to occafion much indeciiion in the meafures purfued abroad, and in the 
inilruclions fent to the foreign minifters. The French cabinet availed itfelf 
of thefe circumtlanccs with confiderable effed, and particularly in Holland, 
where Chavigny, in his paflage through the Hague to Hanover, exagge- 
rated; the divided (late of adminiilration. He decried the fpirited attempts 
made by Horace Walpole to infufe vigour and fpirit into the counfels of the 
States General, and publicly declared, that the fentiments of the court and 
.minifters of England, differed from die plan of pacification delivered by 
Horace Walpole to the States, and from the joint refolutions of the king and 
States, on the fubjed of the plan and armiftice, communicated to the French 
embalTador on the, 8th of June. 

Sir Robert Walpole had given weight to this opinion, in a private inter- 
view with Chavigny *, who prefled him to bring about a pacification by a 
fecret convention between France and England. He avowed his inclina- 
tion for peace, and cxpreflTed his defire to fettle the terms with cardinal 
Fleury, but denied his own power folely to carry any meafure into execu- 
tion. When Chavigny confidered him in the light of prime minifter, and 
argued that his known credit with the king would enable him to carry any 
point he thought neceflTary : “ Let us fuppofc,” replied Walpole, “ That 
I Ihould agree to any meafure, without confulting the duke of NewcalUe, 
who is fecretary of ftate for the department of France, and the duke, on. 
beir^ informed of the tranfadion, Ihould oppofe it, what is to be done in 
that cafe ? and what opinion would you have of me, to find things ftopt and 
overturned by fuch an oppofition ?” 

* Walpole papers, Horace Walpole to Sir l^obert. Walpole, June Jyth, 1735, Corrclpond. 
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It was impoflible that affairs could long continue in this ftate of fui'pencc, 
and that the tranquillity of Europe could be fecured, while the cabinet 
of England was diftraft^ and embarrafled. It became, therefore, neceflary 
for the, honour of the minifter, as well as for the prefervation of his fyftem, 
tofhew, that whatever private differences might exift in •the cabinet^ their 
public opinion was decidedly in favour of pacific meafures ; and to unde- 
ceive the Emperor in his expeftationsof alfiftance from the maritime powers, 
by enforcing the neceflity of a feparate accommodation cither with France 
or Spain. Thefc two objedls were finally attained. 

In this dilemma, Walpole acled with the moft confuramate addrefs. 
While the official difpatches from Vienna exprefled the ftrongefl difapproba- 
tion of the fecret negotiation with France, and caft the moft bitter reflec- 
tions on th^ Imperial minifters, his letters, and thole of his brother Horace, 
breathed nclthing but pacific fentiments. They * palliated the condutft of 
the Emperor, and were anxious not to offend either him or France, by a 
violent and preci})itate condemnation of their meafures. They aflerted, 
.that although the alteration in the project from that offered by the maritime 
powers, was executed without the co-operation of England, and the king 
had juft rcafon to complain of inattention and flight, yet as it was entirely 
agreeable to what England had propofed, the king could blame nothing 
but the form of proceeding. They obfeived, that it would be highly 
unbecoming • to take offence at mere punftilious circumftances ; they 
eftimated the bleffmgs of peace too highly to fuff'er etiqtictte to prevail over 
prudence, or to objcdl to an agreement, merely bccaule it did not cxadlly 
follow the original projeft } provided peace was the refult, they botli 
repeatedly declared, it was no matter by whom or in what manner k 
was procured 

But though Walpole was anxious not to difoblige the Emperor, he would not 
fandlion his demand of fuccours or fubfidies ; and as the king and part of the 
cabinet appear to have ftrongly recommended that mealure, he was firm and 
dccifive in enforcing his pacific fentiments. At length, after much oppoliiion 
and fome delays, a paper was tranfmitted to Mr. Kobinion at Vicima, which 
ieems to have been drawn up by himfelf. It ftated the determined rcfolu- 
tion of the king not to take any part in the war, to offer his intervention in 
favour of the Emperor, but not to ' lend any affiilance either in men or 
money. 

• Horace Walpole to Sir Robert Walpole, I>eceinlK''' 9il>, t Correfpoadencc. 

f Horace Walpole to Tliomas Robinion. Wali'oL Vapcio. 
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Having arranged tfiefe difEcuk points, bis opinion triumphed, his 
pacific meafutes were adopted in their fulleft latitude j the Britifli cabinet 
now fteered a fleady and uniform courfe, no longer divided in counfels, or 
dilfering in fentiment ; and their unanimous exertions were finally crowned 
with fpccefs. 

It was their aim to make it the intereft of France to po-operate ferioufly 
in the relloration of tranquillity, by candidly agreeing to fuch conditions as 
would juftify cardinal Fleury in deferting Spain, and making a feparate ac- 
commcxlation with the Emperor i and this meafure could only be effected 
by facilitating the ceffion of Loraine to France, in exchange for Tufeany, 
and to leave to cardinal Fleury and Chauvelin the manner of propofing it, 
and the fpecific plan to be laid before the Emperor for his approbation. 

The earl of Waldegrave *, in conformity to inftrudfions fent from the 
queen, drew from cardinal Fleury a fpecific acknowledgment of his intentions. 
After increafing his alarm, at a refolution of the States, which feemed tp 
announce the adoption of more vigorous meafures, he reprefented the cala- 
mities ready to fall upon Europe, from his dilatory and irrefolute proceed- 
ings ;• that he forefaw nothing but ruin and deftrudion from beginning and 
then dropping negotiations, and fubftituting new projeds in their place. He 
gradually obtained, by artful queftions, a confeffion that the exchange of 
Loraine for Tufeany, was the great object of France j and finally, under a 
promife of the ftriftefh fecrecy, he prevailed on the cardinal today open his 
fcheme for a general pacification, which, w'ith a very few exceptions, was firai- 
lar to that which had been propofed by the maritime powers. At the fame 
time, the cardinal requefted that the plan fliould be propofed and executed 
by England in concert with France ; and he added, that fuch a peace, being 
eftablilhed on the foundation of juftice and reafon, he would abandon his 
allies if they did not comply. 

Having thus prevailed on cardinal Fleury to acquiefee in the intervention 
of England, the next ftep was to gain the confent of the Emperor to the 
terms propofed by France, to be modified by England ; and this was effected 
with equal ability. The Britifli minifter at Vienna , in a private audience 
of the Emperor, reprefented the concern of the king at the unfortunate events 
of the war, and his indefatigable zeal and ardent wiflies in defiring to put an 
end to the troubles of Europe. He obferved, tliat the difappointment which. 

* The earl of Waldegrave to the duke f Thomas Robinfon to lord Harrington, 
of NewcaiUe, Augudzd, Corref{xmdence. Auguftsbtb. Walpole Papers. 
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the king derived from his inability to enter into the war, was equal to that Chapter 4 ^. 
which ^he Emperor muft have experienced in not having received thataffift- «73> 
ance wliich he fo ardently expeded. He urged, that in the prel'ent fituation 
of affairs, there feemed no other expedient remaining, than to detach one of 
the allies, and that to carry that projed into execution in the manner moft 
agre'eable, the king had expreffed a defire to have the Emperor’s opinion j and 
had been anxioufly waiting for an anfwer. He then added, that he had now 
to fubmit to the Emperor’s confideration, a ftrong inftance of the king’s con- 
fidence and friendfhip, wliich was to communicate the offer of a f'ejiaraie ac- 
commodation from France, nearly conformable to the plan propoled by the 
maritime powers, and acceded to by the Emperor j the qelfion of Loraine to 
France in exchange for Tufeany, to be given to the duke of Loraine on the - 
deceafe of the prel'ent great duke, and concluded by laying, that the Plm- 
peror’s confent to this plan would infallibly infure a fuccel'sful ilfue. 

In reply, the Emperor, after returning his grateful acknowledgments to 
the king for this inftance of his fricndfliip, added with much dignity, “ Al- 
though I relied upon more fubftantial marks of friendlhip from the king, 
whole word was engaged by treaty to alfift me with real fuccours, and al- 
though in a fimilar cafe I fliould not have withheld thofe fuccours which I 
flood engaged to by treaty, yet I am willing to believe that the difappoint- 
ment whicli I have experienced, however fatal to mylelf and family, was left 
owing to want of inclination in the king, than to the impoffibility of ading 
otherwile : notwithftanding this difappointment, I will pay all imaginable 
deference to the advice now communicated, and will appreciate as it deferves 
this mark of confidence. But as it is an affair of the higheft importance and 
delicacy, and as the exchange does not totally depend on myfelf, I can- 
not give the previous promil'e which is now clefircd, even if 1 were con- 
vinced of the fuccefsj for the objed under confideration is not fo much 
what fhoukl be done, but whether it is proper to be done. 1 again allure 
you, however,, that I will pay the greateft deference to the king’s advice, 
and after I have duly refledecl upon it, and confulted my council, if you de- 
fire it, will myfelf give the anfwer.” 

Thefe declarations were foon followed by various explanations from the 
Imperial minifters, and finally by a formal anfwer in writing. As far as could 'Re.'ly. 
be gathered from the dubious and myfterious manner in which the court of 
Vienna enveloped their fentiments, it appeared as if the Emperor, on certain 
conditions, might be induced to accede to the overtures of cardinal Fleury, 
provided Tufeany was given unconditionally to the family of Lorai/ic, and 
the. king of Sardinia would accept the Langhes inftcad of the Tortoacie. 
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Amkift fuch difeordant views as influenced the cohdud of Auftria and 
France, it was not to be expeded that any conditions would be fiitaily ac- 
ceded to on either fide without much altercation and delay. But it was a 
great point gained, that the contending parties feemM gradually drawing 
, towards an amicable compromife. The objed of England was fecretly to 
aflift in keeping yp the intercourfe recently eftablilhed between the Emperor 
and France, to offend neither of thofe powers by cenfuring their conduct, but 
on the contrary, to declare that, although the king was not unacquainted 
with the fecrct negotiation, yet fo far from oppofing it, if it fliould be found 
not inconfiftent with the equilibrium of Europe, he would be defirous of fa- 
cilitating its fuccefsful illlie. 

The Britifli minifters at the Imperial and French courts, were inftruded 
to approve the bafis of the agreement fettled between France and the Em- 
peror, of which they obtained certain information, and a counter projeft, 
with feme few alterations for preventing the cellion of Loraine to France, with- 
out a fufficient indemnity, was drawn up by lord Harrington, and forwarded 
to Paris and Vienna, The confequence of this conduft was, that the Impe- 
rial and French courts at length acknowledged the fecret negotiation, and 
that the Britilb embaflador at Vienna received from prince Eugene, a projec^t 
of the preliminary articles with which the Emperor and France were laid 
fo^be contented, and to which the concurrence of the maritime powers tvas 
defired. 

The anfwer to this projed was made in the name of Great Britain and the 
United Provinces, who declared, that finding upon examination, that the 
preliminaries did not eflentialiy differ from the plans before delivered, nor 
contain any thing detrimental to the equilibrium of Europe, the king and 
the Republic did not hefitatc to declare their approbation and rcadinefs to 
concur in a future treaty for bringing them to perfection, referving to them- 
felves thelilrerty of ilipulating the neceflary fecurity for their own poffeffions, 
rights, privileges, and commerce. 

The lecret negotiation had already produced very advantageous effeds in 
Germany; it occaiionecl an adual, though not a itipulated armifticc on the 
PJiinc. The I'Vench and Imperial troops did not undertake any oflenfivc 
operations. Prince Eugene returned to Vienna in the month of Odober, and 
foon afterwards the two armies paffecl into winter quarters. But the fame 
beneficial conrcqucnccs could not take place in Italy, fince the fate of the 
war did not wholly depend, as it did in Germany, on the -JiiU of cardinal 
Floury, becaufe no furpenfion of arms could take place, without the 
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confent of the king of Spain, who, ex^er to accelerate the pofleflioiv of 
Mantua, would not eafily be induced to agree to an armiHice at tire moment 
when h^ thought himfelf feoire of fucccts. But what could not be accom- 
pliflied by perfuafion or force, was finally effefteJ by flratagem. 

. One great objeft of the Britilh cabinet was to prevent, or at leaft to pro- 
traft the fiegc of Mantua, which was but fcantily provided with ammunition ' 
and pTovifions. With a view to deter the French from attempting it, tlo- 
race Walpole, in a letter to the cardinal, :\nd baron Gedda and lord Walde- 
gravc in their conferences, reprefented, that although the Englith had de- 
clined going into the war, yet they would not fee the houfe of Auftria ruined, 
and th.at if Mantua was taken, and the Emperor was driven out of Italy, the 
maritime powers mufl; come forward to his affiftance. Fortunatel)’', Mantua 
was the fubjed of contention between the allies in Italy. Philip was eager 
to begin the fiege, confeious that the pofleflion of tliat important fortrefs, as 
the key of Ix)nibardy on the fule of the Tyrol, would give to Spain the- 
control of Italy. Cardinal Fleury himlelf, did not attempt to conceal bis 
apprchciifions of the confequences that would refult from the capture. He 
faid to the carl of Waldegrave*, that the fall ot that place into the hands of the 
Spaniards, w'ould defeat all his fchemes, and render the king and queen of Spain 
untradable. He even promifed, and in this inflance did not belie his word, 
to give orders to the French general in Italy, not only not to prefs the liege 
of M.intua, but to protract the opening of the trenches, and even to jdace his 
troops in fuch a manner, as to permit the entrance of provilions into the 
town. The king of Sardinia went ftill farther, and in a letter to George the 
Second, declared that he was ready to join the maritime powers, if they would 
enter into the war : expatiated on his own danger, ihould the poffeffion of 
Mantua encourage Spain to deprive him of all the territories which hatl been 
allotted to him by his engagements with France. Ho pretfed the king ipcc- 
dily to negotiate a peace between the Emperor and tlie allies, as tlic only 
means of preventing his falling a facrificc to the refentment of Spain, for 
having delayed co-operating in the fiege of Mantua. He declared that he 
would rather make a facrifice of part of the Milanci'e, that the Faripcror might 
retain a footing in Italy, by keeping poffeirion of Mantua, v\'ith Parma,. 
Placentia, and Tufeany, than even obtain pofleffion of the whole Milancfc, 

* Walpole Papers. Horace Walpole to f Walpole Papers. Lord Harrington t ' 
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onc'bntlition tliat Mantua, with the other poffi^ons in Italy, ihoulci be ceded 
to Don Carlos *. 

In compliance with tbefe views, he had pofitiveJy refufed to furnilh a 
fingle piece of artillery, and fecretly obftrufted every meafure , which tended 
to facilitate the capture of that important fortrefs. By thele manoeuvres, 
the fiege was protrafted until the feafon was too far advanced j and I’hilip 
was thus prevented from gaining a preponderance in Italy, which would have 
rendered him too powerful in that quarter, and have induced him to re- 
fute all conditions of peace which did not confirm the total exclufion of the 
Emperor. 

During this whole tranfadion, cardinal Fleurj'was kept in continual alarm, 
by repeated infiimations from Horace Walpole and the earl of Waldegrave, 
that the Dutch would be induced to aft with vigour, provided France would 
not accede to honourable terms “f. They alfo made continued reprefentations 
to him, that the Emperor, if rendered delperate, would throw himfelf into 
the arms of^Spain, and agree to the marriage of Don Carlos with an arch- 
duchefs, which the French minifter feemed to deprecate as much, or even 
more than the king of England. For tlic fame purpofe, the Britifli cabinet 
never ceafed making overtures, both to the Emperor and Spain, in favour of 
the marriages ; and this bufinefs was fo artfully managed, that though it 
was condufted under fhe appearance of the llrifteft fccrecy, yet it was duly 
communicated to the cardinal in the manner the moft likely to alarm him. 

The cardinal had no fooner agreed to a leparate accommodation with the 
Emperor, and a fecrct convention with England, than the recolleftion of his 
former infincerity in his correfpondence with Horace Walpole, and the in- 
fluence of Chauvelin over him, induced the Britifli cabinet to keep him 
fteady to his engagements, by opjx)fing art to art, and intrigue to intrigue. 
They availed themfelves of his apprehenfions of a rupture, with Spain, and 
of his dread left a clofc union fliould be formed between Spain and England. 
Mr. Keene, the Englifli minifter at Madrid, executed, with much addrefs, 
the inftruftions of his court on this head. From the time of the firft official 
communications from cardinal F'leur)’^, of the I’ecret accommodation between 
France and the Emperor, and the partial fufpenfion of arms in Italy, with- 
out the knowledge or confent of Spain, he artfully fomented the refent- 
ment which the court of Madrid entertained againft France, for deferting 
and betraying tlie common caufe. He encouraged the irritable and punc- 

• The (U.ike of Newcaftie to lord Hamngton, June 6, 1735. Walpole Papers. 
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tUious difpofition of Philip the Fifth, .who was piqued at being betrayed by Chapter 4|, 
his native country ; he increafed while he affefted to allay the ungovern- 
able fury the queen, who afpired to make her fon, Don Carlos, mafter of 
Italy, and who confidered the difpofal of Parma and Tufeany to the I^mperorj 
as an injurious deprivation of her own inheritance. 

The Court of Spain was fo irritated, that Mr. Keene obferved, in a letter 
to the duke of Newcaftle*, “ There is fcarceany thing that they would not 
do, to revenge themlelves upon the French j you will eafily judge of their 
defire to do it, when, contrary to their pride, they make fuch applications to 
the king before they know the leaftofhis majefty’s fentiments. I wifli, indeed, 
that matters may not have been pufht rather too far ; for hitherto I found 
more difpofition in them to fit down quietly with their mortification, if there 
was no remedy, than I do at prefent ; but they now feem to be drove to 
ciefpair, and to be refolved to aCt as people in that ftate.” 

Even Don Patinho, the firft minifter, who was fo myfterious, that, accord- 
ing to cardinal Fleury, he always fpoke as Well as wrote -f* in cypher, was fo 
highly irritated, that hepropofed, in unambiguous terms, to undermine the 
French commerce with Spain, and particularly that with the Indies, by in- 
creafing the Englilh trade ; “ and thus w'e lhall,” as he obferved to the , 

Britilh minifter at Madrid J, “ revenge ourfelves upon the cardinal in the 
“ moft eafy and effedtual manner, and kill him uoitk a Jlaff of cotton §.” ! 

The Britifti cabinet, long accuftomed to the violent and changeful temper 
of the court of Madrid, and well knowing that the king, though alienated by 
tem}x)rary difplcafure, was from principle and intereft attached to France, 
amicably deprecated thefe counfels, and utged the good policy as well as ne- 
ceffity of acceding to the preliminaries. 

The refult of all thefe wifely combined meafures, was the fignature of pre- Signature ef 
liminaries for a general pacification, which was concluded on fuch favourable the prelimi 
terms, that even lord Bolingbroke, the implacable enemy of Sir Robert Wai- ’ 

Walpole, obferved, that, “ If the Englifli minifters had any hand in it, they 
were wifer than he thought them j and if not, they were much luckier than 
they deferved to be j|.” 

The opinion which truth extorted unwillingly from lord Bolingbroke, that 


• Madrid, December loth, 1735. Keene 
Paper*. 

f The carl of Waldegrave to the duke of 
Kewcahie, Oftober 28th, 1733* 

J Benjamin Keene to the duke of Newcaftle, 
November 28th, Keene Tapers. 
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the terms of the preliminaries were as juft and honourable as the clrcuih* 
ftances would permit, feems to have been the opinion of tire greateft part 
of the nation } for the annals of England give no inftance of a feffion in par- 
liament which pafled ' with fo little oppofition, in regard to foreign affairs, 
as that in the commencement of 1736. With becoming pride and fatis- 
fadion, for having fettled the great outlines of a general peace, the 
fpeech from the throne exprelTed the pacific fentiments of the minifter, 
that provided peace was made, it was no objed of eonfideration by whom, or 
in what manner it was made. After mentioning the happy turn which the 
affairs of Europe had taken, and after obfervir^, that a plan of pacification 
had been propofed by the king, in eonjundtion with the States, and that the 
Emperor and France bad feparately concerted the preliminaries for 
obtaining that end, the king faid, “ It appearing, upon clue examination, 
that thefe articles do not effentially vary from the plan propofed by me and the 
States, nor contain any thing prejudicial to the equilibrium of Europe, or to 
the rights and interefts o£ our refpedive fubjeds, we thought fit, in purfu- 
ance of our conftant purpofe, to contribute our utmofl towards a pacifica- 
tion ; to declare, by a joint refolution, to the courts- of Vienna and France, 
our approbation of the faid preliminafies, and our readinefs to concur in a 
treaty to be made for bringing them to perfedion.” 

As an infallible fymptom of peace, he noticed, that a confiderable rc- 
dudion would be made both by fea and land, and concluded W'ith this pa- 
thetic exhortation to moderation and harmony at home : “ I am willing to 
hope, tliis pleafing profped of peace abroad, will greatly contribute to peace 
and good harmony at home. Let that example of temper and moderation, 
which has fo happily calmed the fpirits of contending princes, banifli from 
among you all intettine difeord and difienfion. Tbofe who truly wifti the 
peace and profperity of their country, can never have a more favourable jop- 
portunity than now offers, of diftinguilhing themfelves, by declaring their 
fatisfadion in the progrefs already made, towards reftoring the public tran- 
quillity, and in promoting what is ftill neceffary to bring it to perfedion 

On this occafion, the addrefs was carried in the houfe of commons, not 
only without a divifion, but without the fmalleft oppofition, and the feffion 
ended with fcarcely a fingle refledion on the condud of foreign affairs j a fin- 
gular phcnoirienon in the political annals of this country. 


^ Chandler, vol, 9. p. 103, 104. Journals.. 
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1736. 

Parliamentary Proceedings. — Gin Motion to repeal the Teji ASl, negatived. 

— Bill for the Relief of the Quakers pajfes the Commons^ but is thrown out by 
the Lords. — Account of Edmund Gihfony Bijhop of London. — Prorogation . — 

Horace Walpole declines the Office of Secretary of State.— ^Accompanies the 
King to Hanover y as Vice Secretary. — Foreign Negotiations. — Prudence of Sir 
Robert Walpole. — Private Correfpondence with his Brother. — Object to gua- 
ranty the Prcroijional Succeffion to Berg and fuUers, — Oppofes the Northern 
LeaguCy and the Mediation between Ruffia and the Porte. — Promotes the de- 
finitive Treaty. — The Delays of the Emperor. — IneffeBual attempt to bribe 
Chauvelin. — Secret Correfpondence zvith Cardinal Fleuryy and Dijmiffion of 
Chauvelin. 

T he parliamentaiy proceedings of this feflion, relating to domeftic Parliamen- 
afFairs, were, in general, of little importance. The only fubjefts which proceed- 
it may be neceliary to particularize, w'ere The Gin AFt ; the repeal of the 
tell aft, and the bill for giving relief to Quakers. 

The aft for laying a tax on fpirituous liquors, and licenfing the retailers* Gin aA. 
was a meafure in which the minifter had no immediate . concern, but for ‘ 

■which he fulfered much unmerited obloquy. The bill was principally pro- 
moted by Sir Jofeph Jekyll, from a fpirit of philanthropy, which led him to 
contemplate with horror the progrefs of vice, licentioufnds, and immorality 
that marked the popular attachment to thefe inflammatory ])oifons. This 
benevolent attempt embarralTed the minifter, but did not anfwer the delired 
end. 

It was incumbent on the minifter to prevent any diminution of the 
revenue of the crow'n, and for that purpofe to fupply any deficiency which . 
might arife from the reduced confumption of fpirituous liquors ; but this 
attention to his official duty, expofed him to much intemperate abufe, and 
he was reproached for wifliing to facrifice the morals of the people to financial 
confiderations. After many debates, in which the minifter took an aftivc 
lharc, the bill palled, and f. 70,000 per annum was granted to the king as a 
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compenfatlon &r the diminution of the civil lift, to' which the duty had 
hitherto belonged *. 

The populace Ihewed their difapprobation of this aft In the ufual mode 
of riot and violence. Numerous defperados availed themfelves of the 
popular difeontents, and continued the clandeftine fale of gin in defiance 
, of every reftriftion. The demand of penalties, which the offenders were unable 
to pay, filled the prifbns, and removing every reftraint, plunged them into 
courfes more audacioufly criminal. It was found, that a duty and penalty 
fo fevere as to amount to an implied prohibition, were as little calculated 
to benefit the public morality as the public revenue, and, as Walpole pre* 
difted, a rubfequentadminiftration was obliged to modify the meafure. 

Few fubjefts were more embarraffing to the minifter, than the propofed 
repeal of the teft aft. He had for a long time afted with the diflenters j 
he fully appreciated the advantage which the proteftant fucceffion had de- 
rived from their exertions} he had received from them the warmeft fupport 
he knew that they had reafon to expeft relief from a proteftant king, whom 
they had afiifted in placing on the throne} he had even given them hopes, 
that the time was not far diftant, when they might obtain what they fb 
carneftly defired. In this feffion, the motion for repealing the teft aft was 
prematurely brought forwards by Plummer, who fupported it in a very able 
Ipcech. Though the minifter oppofed the motion in the prefent inftance, 
he did it with fuch candour and moderation, and “ expreffed himfelf fo cau:- 
“ tiouily, with regard to the church, and fo affeftionately, with regard to 
“ the diffenters, tliat neither party had caufe ta complain of him. Tlie 
** public has been long informed of all the arguments urged for and againft 
“ the motion, as-almoft every year produced fome event that revived them, 
“ therefore they are omitted here. The motion was negatived by a majority 
” of25i againftia3--f.’‘ 

Yet, although the minifter thus oppofed the repeal of the teft aft, 
he warmly patronifed and fupported a bill for the relief of the Quakers, who 
prefented a petition to the houfe of commons. It ftated, that notwithftand- 
ing the fevcral afts of parliament made, for the more eafy recovery of tythes, 
and ecciefiaftical dues, in a fummary way, by warrant from juftices of the 
peace, yet as the faid people confeientioufly refufed tlie payment, they were 
not only liable to, but many of them had undergone grievous fuiferings, by 
profecution in the exchequer, ecciefiaftical, and other courts, to the impri- 

* Chandler, vd. 9. p. 172, f Tindal, vol. ao, p. 32J. Journals.. 
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fbnment of .their perfbns, and the itnpoverifbing and ruin of them and their Chapter 4<. 
families^ for fuch final! fums as were recoverable by thofe afts ; and therefore *7?^': 
prayings that the houfe would be plealed to afford them fuch relief as to 
them Ihould feem meet 

Though the minifter and the majority of the houfc were difpofed to 
favour the petition, and a bill was framed accordingly, yet the great in- 
tereft of the effablilhed clergy, rendered it a matter of much difficulty. 
Counter-^titions poured in from all quarters, fetting forth, “ That fuch March a«. 
a law would be extremely- prejudicial to themfelves and brethren, excluding 
them from the benefit of the laws then in being, for the recovery of tythes 
and other dues, and thereby putting the clergy of the cftabliflied church, 
upon a worfe foot than the reft of his majelly’s fubjeds ; and praying, to be 
heard by council againfr the bill -f-.” 

Notwithftanding all obftacles, the difpofition of tho houfe was very 
ftrong in favour of the quakers. .Their petition was not confidered 
a party affair i and the proceedings j^inft many of them, had fuch 
an air of perfecution, as procured them many friends amongfr all 
parties. The bUl underwent great alterations in. the committee. The 
main intention of it was, to make the determination of two juilices of 
the peace final, as to all payments of tythes and church dues, when the 
quaker, who was to pay them, did not litigate the fame, which the jufticea 
were to certify under their hands and frals, without fee or reward.. But in 
cafe the quaker fliould litigate the payment, then either party, who Ihould 
diffent from the adjudication of the juftices, might have recourfe to the 
courts in Weftminfter hall. The payment of all church and chapel rates,, 
if refufed by quakers, were, upon the complaint of the churchwardens, to be 
levied by diftrcfs, by order of two juftices, upon their goods, in the fame 
manner as the poor rates are levied, and no quaker was to be fued. or profe- 
cuted for not paying any church or chapel rates,, in any other manner. 

Such was the main purport of this famous bill (though closed with ..a. 
great number of other claufes) •, when after long debates, and feveral divifions, 
it paffed the houfe of commons, by a majority of 164 againft 48 J. 

In the upper houfe it was fuccefsfully oppofed by the intereft of the church 
and the law j a confiderable number of courtiers were alfo non-contents. The. 
two great lawyers, lord chancellor Talbot and lord Hardwicke, made a ftrong 
iroprelJion by obfervations on the incorredtnefs and imperfeftions of the bill,. 
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for the amcjtcteieRt of wKich» the fhort fena^inder 
^fd time.? ‘‘ Tl'iie fpeakers on both fides difplayed great abdities and 
temper^ bht wbeit^the'i^tjeftion was put, for committhig the bUU it prd&d in 
the negative, by a majority of 54 agaiiifl 35 ' 

1 ‘he minifter Was highly di^^ the rejeft ion of a bill which he was 

induced from various confidefatidhs to promote, fie was ftrorigly ^erfe to 
all meafures which bore the appeataiice 'of perfeeution in roligibuj matters, 
flis conduct was alfo influenced by perfc^al cdnfiderat^^^^^^^ A large body of 
tjuakers were eftablillied in the ' ciphty of Norfolk, and partiCulariy in tlie 
city of Norwich, who had always fUppOfted the candidates WhOtn he ^ 
voured at the general elections, and he was anxious, from a principle of gra- 
titude, to prove that he was not unmindful of paft fevours, and deferving of 
future affililance. Thcfe motives operated fo ftrongly in its favour, that 
few circumftahees ever ruflled his temper, or affeCted his equaniniity 
more than the rejection of this bill.- He bitterly complained of the vindic- 
tive fpirit which reined in the houfe of lords, and his refentmerit-was prin- 
cipally excited s^ainfr the bifhop of London, to whom he attributed its de- 
feat. Tliat prelate hadprevaUed on the berwh of brfliops, to give their 
decided nppofition to the bill, and had exhorted the clergy, in all quarters of 
the kingdom, to petition againft it, as highly prejudicial to the intcreftH of 
the church. In confequence of thefe exertions, the minlfter, with a ipivit 
of acrimony very unufual to him, withdrew from the learned prelate the 
fiili confidence which he had hitherto placed in him, and transferred into 
other bands the conduCk of ecclefiafticaJ affairs with which he bad been 
chiefly entrufted. . 

Edmund Gibfon was born in 1669 -f** and educated at the free grammar 
fchool at Hampton, in Weftmorcland, the place of his nativity. At the 
age of feventeen, he was admitted a fcholar of -Queen’s college Oxford, and 
raifed himfclf into early notice by various publications, which proved his 
Clascal erudition, his accurate acquaintance with the Northern languages, 
and a correft knowledge of the Roman and Saxon antiquities, add Britiih 
topography. His great talents and extenfive leahuing, introdueddhim td 
the patronage of arehbifliop Temfon, who made him librarian ctf Lambeth, 
and appointed him his domeilic chaplain. By the archbifhop’s interefri hd 
became precentor and refidentiary df Chichefrer, teftpr of Lamb^h, 
afdhdeacon of Surry, in 1713, he gave to the public 

• Tinilal, yol. ao, p. 315. fjords’ Debates. f Ke^phia BrJtannica. 
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^rious work| intifcled, /‘ X^odex Juris Anglicani, or the Sta- 

tutes, Conftitutions, Canons* Rubricks, and articks of the Glujrch of Eng- 
fend, .metjipdiqall^ under their proper,. heada.; Asrith a commentary, 

hiftoricat juridical, and with an introduftoiy difcourfc concerning the 
■prefent Hate of the power, difcipliner and laws the church of England, 
^with an appendix of inftruments, antient and modera,i,Jn folio.” 

Beinga^eat friend.to the proteftant fucceffion, be was promoted, in 1716, 
to the bi&ppric of Lincoln, and in 1 720 tranllated to the fee jpf London. 

In this eminent ftation, he enjoyed the full confidence of the king 
and miniftry, and was principally confulted by lord Townlhend and Sir 
Robert Walpole, in all ccclefiaftical matters, particularly during: the long 
dedine of health which incapacitated archbifhop W ake for tranfading bu- 
finefe. He was always zealous in fupporting the cftablifliment of the church 
of England, and uniformly oppofed the repeal of the teft aft. ^ He declined 
a tranHation to Winchefter and looked forwards to the primacy with fuch 
confidence of expeftation, that he was called by Whifton, heir apparent to 
the fee of Canterbury. Thefc well-founded hopes were fruftratecl- by the 
indignation of Wiilpoie for his oppofition to, the quakers’ bill. On ,thc de- 
ceale of Vy ake, die fee was conferred on Potter. And when, on his death, in 
1.747, it was pffered to Gibfon, he declined it on account of his ad- 
vanced age and increafing infirmities •!•. He died on the 6 th of February 
1748. 

Th® myetergicy difj:>layed againft this eminent prelate for the confeientious 
cfifchargeofjik duty, reflects no credit on :the memory of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole. His plfeetJ! for the feithop pf London bad bqeh fo great, .that when 
he was re|Kroached with giving him the authority of a pope, he mplied, 
“ And a very good pope he is ];.” Even after their difagreement, he never 
failed to pay an eulogiunl to the learning and integrity of his former 
.friend.; ... 

On the. atotli of hijay, the. king put an end to this late felfipn of parlia- 
ment, by a j^ewh, in wluch he acquainted houfes, “ that fince the pne- 
Bnciui^’ ard^^ been concluded between the, Emperor and his moft 

ChifiAUh conveption^ concerning the execution of them, 

had been and conamunicated by both thofe courts, and that negotiations 

• ffpm 1>10ipp;Glhfon to Sir Robert communicated bv the bifljop pf Salilbtiry (Dr. 

:r.; : : DodgW)- - . ■ V ' : ' " " ' ’ ■ ^ ^ 
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were carryit5§ on Isy the ieyeral powers engaged in the latip ^ar, in ordar to 
fettle the general pacification.’- .JHle exprefled himfclf with great con- 
cern in relation to the feeds of i^flpnfion that had been fown amongft hb 
pec^le« cxiiortmg hts paFtiament to cultivate Unanimity, and prdmifing, 
impartial protetSlicMi to ^1 his fubj^s. He then acquainted them* that 
being obliged that fummer to vifit his German dominions, he hoped thSt 
*hey would make the adminiftiation of the queen, whom' he had refohred 
to appoint regent during ^fence, as cafy to her, as her iyife conduft 
would render her government agreeable to them *. 

At this period. Sir Robert Walpole and his brother gave a memorable 
proof of their prudence and 'moderation. The king being diflatisfied witli 
lord Harrington, propofed to difmifs him from the office of fecrctary of 
Hate, and queen Caroline offered the place to Horace Walpole ; but con- 
scious that the elevation of two brothers to tlie principal pofts of govern- 
ment, would augment the jealoufy and popular outcry which alieady pre- 
vailed, and fearful led fo important a change (hould increaf^ the divifions 
among the minifters, he declined the offer. The king, however, would not 
admit lord Harrington’s attendance at Hanover, and though he acquiefeed 
in tlie tefulal of Horace Walpole, yet he infiftcd on his undertaking the 
employment of lecretary of (late during his rcfidcnce abroad ; an order 
which Horace Walpole, though he attempted to elude, could not venture 
to diibbey, and accordingly accompanied the king to Hanover -f*. 

As the king was extremely jealous of being governed, and yiet as his ig- 
norance of the EnglKh conftitutlon, and his nature attachment to German 
meafurcs, rendered it. expedient that he Ihould be advifed by thofewho 
were refponfible for the adminiffration of affairs, it became nweffary to con- 
vey this advice in fo delicate a manner, that he fliould appear to guide the 
reins, which were conduded by another hand. With this view, a confiden- 
tial correfpohdence was carried on between the two brothers ; and as the king 
always expeded to fee any private letters which palled between tliem, an 
arrangement was made, that oftenfible letters (hould be fent for the poiuf^ 
of the king, and confident!^ ones to Horace Walpole alone. A part of this 
correfpondence is dill preferved ; tliofc letters of Sir Robert Walpole wibicli 
relate to foreign affairs, prove, as ufual, his extreme caution in avoiding, as ' 
much as poffible, any continental embarraffments, which were npt ipaiinc- 
diately ncccffary to the prefervation of external peace and jntei^ ttaB- 
:,quillity. . 

» Tindal, vol. ao. p. 3*5. Journals. Chandler. f Hoissce WalpoleV Apokg^ 
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The letters on domeftic pccuiTences, are chiefly concerning the minder of Chapter 48. 
captain Porteusi tumults in Spitalfields, on employing Irilh manufadurers, ^73^'* 
ami the riots on account of the gin ad. They difplay his good Icnl'c and 
prudence, in endeavouring to inevent rather than punifli dillurbances, and 
yet indicate no deficiency of vigour, When it was requifite to ad with fpirit. 

Belides the diflicult talk of fettling the dilputes between the Emperor and Foreign ai- 
the allies, which encountered continual obftrudions froni the difeord ant views of 
the contending pow'crs, three foreign objeds of great importance principally 
occupied the attention of the king at Hanover, and gave fufficient employ- 
ment to the fagacity of ^Valpole : The regulation of the fuccellion of Berg 
and Juliers ; the projehh of a league with the northern pow'ers; and the 
mediation between Ruflia and the Porte. 

John William, duke of CJeves, Juliers, and Berg, dying in 1609 w'itbout Berg and 
ifl’ue, his dominions were claimed by the houfes of Saxony, Bramlcnburgh, 
and palatine Newburgh. After a long conteft, the difputed fueceflion was 1666. 
regulated by a family compad, and divided between the great cledor Fre- 
derick William, who was defeended from the eldell filler of John William, 
and Philip William, duke of Newburgh, afterwards eledor palatine, who wa; 
clefccndccl from the fecond filler. Frederick William obtained Cleves, 1/ 

Marck, and Ravenftein j Philip William, Juliers and Berg. By the famih 
compad, it was llipulated, that fliould the male ilfue of either branch be 
come extind, the other Ihould inherit the ‘whole fucceflioh. 

As at this period Charles, fon of Philip ^Villiam, had no ilfue, and wa; 
advanced in years, the fuccellion of Berg and Juliers was claimed by Fro 
tierick William, king of Pruflia, giandfon of the great eledor. But his claim; 
were oppofed by Charles Frederick, prince palatine of Sultzbach, of tht 
collateral line"’ of the houi'e of palatine Ncw'burgh, as being lineally dc- 
feended froip the third filler of the lall duke of Cleves. He accord iugiv 
remonllrated againll the family compad ; and was fupported in liis proten- 
fions by the eledor palatine, to whom he was preiumptivc licir. I his luc- 
ceflion had long been a favourite objed of Frederick William : Pie wa; 
prepared to aflert his pretenfions with his whole force, on the death of the 
eledor palatine, and w'as fecure of wrefling thefe duchies from the lyrui'e oi 
Sultzbach, had not the latter been openly fupported or lecrctly aljcttcd bv 
pther pow'crs. 

It became an objed of common prudence and policy, to obviate the dif- 
ficulties which were likely to arife on tlie death of the eledor palatine, 
and to regulate, if poflible, the provifional fuccefiion to the tlifputcd jiro- 
yinces, in fuch a manner as to prevent the dillurhance ef the public pe:ice. 

VOL.I. 3Q But 
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Perioil VI. But the difcorckfiit views and complicated interefts of the pow'crs who were 
,7j4toi737. capable of interfering with efFeft, gave little hopes of a fuccefsful and ftable 
an'angement. 

France had given her guaranty to the lioufe of Sultzbach, but Ihe had 
y ven it at a time when flic was intercfted to fecure the palatine family, and as 
' hat motive no longer operated with the fame force, it was probable that flie 
■ ! ; in conformity to the fituation of affairs at the time of the vacancy, 
ne Emperor, with his ufual duplicity, had fecretly guarantied the pro- 
vifional fucceflion to both the contefting parties ; but although he had lured 
Frederick William with the moll folemn profeffions to fupport his pretenfions, 
yet he was known to be fecretly inclined to favour the lioufe of Sultzbach. 
In all events, how'ever, he was unwilling to offend cither Pruffia or the pala- 
tine family, and w'as no lefs anxious than France to avoid a public declara- 
tion of his future refolutions. 

The Dutch, vvhofe territories bordered oh Berg and Julicrs, were more 
than any other power interefled to prevent any dillurbanccs on the death of 
the elector palatine, and extremely anxious to propofe fuch an accommoda- 
tion as Oiould remove the apprehenfions of a war. They therefore applied 
to the F.mperor and France, and defired the king of England’s concurrence 
to adt in concert with them, for ditpohng thofe two ])o\vers to propofe inflant 
and proper meafures for obviating the troubles by an accommodation between 
tJie contending parties, and preventing all hoftile aggreflions while that accom- 
Ihodation was negotiating. 

George the Second, highly difgufted with the king of Pruffia, was averfc 
to fupport any meafures which might tend to his a^randifement, and would 
not eafily be prevailed on to guaranty his fucceflion tojuliers and Berg, unlefs 
fome advantage was ftipulated for himfelf. For this reaf'on, the Dutch had 
propofed that Eafl Friefland, to which both he and the king of Pruffia had 
pretenfions, fliould, on the death of the reigning fovereign without ifllie, re- 
vert to George the Second as eledtor of Hanover, the right of maintaining 
a garrifon in Embden being referved to the Dutch. They farther I'ecom- 
mended, that in confideratlon of renouncing his claim on Eafl Friefland, 
fuch a portion of Juliers and Berg, as might be adjudged to the king of 
Pruffia, fliould be fecured under the guaranty of England. 

The king feemed inclined to confent to thefe ftipulatipns ; but the mi- 
liifler, ftrongly averfe to Complicated and diftant guaranties, exprelTcd his ob- 
jedljpns to all interference ; declared himfelf againft prematurely agreeing to 
guaranty the fucceffion of Berg and Juliers, in which they might be left 
fingly with the Dutch, or making any declaration which might difoblige 
« either 
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either Pruffia or the palatine faniHy. He ftated the great inconveniences Chapter 46. 
which might arife from blending that affair with the general tranfaAions . ■ 

then in agitation, when the Emperor and France had agreed to poftpone 
the confidcration of it till the chief bufinels of the prefent negotiation fhould 
be concluded. Hi^opinion prevailed, and all thoughts of interference were 
relinquifhed *. 

The northern league was the object which moft embarrafled the miniller, “ 

and reduced him to the neceflity of oppoling the king’s inclinations, league, 
-Rofencrantz, the Danifh minifter at Hanover, with a view to benefit his own 
country, and Mr. Finch, the Britifh envoy at Stockholm, from a delire of 
favouring the court at which he was employed, had reprefented to the king 
the good policy of forming a league between the maritime powers, and Swe- 
den and Denmark. The king, who underflood the interefls of Hanover 
better than thofe of England, and who could not fufticiently appreciate the 
great commercial and naval principles by which tlic minifler was adtuated 
in forming alliances and giving guaranties, eagerly embraced, and zcaloully 
fupported the feheme; and with a view to keep the king of Pruffia in awe, 
propofed the acceffion of Ruffia. He communicated his wiihes to the 
queen, and requefled the opinion of Sir Robert Walpole in fuch a manner, 
as fufficiently proved to which fide he inclined. The minifler difapproved 
the meafure, and confidered it not only as highly inexpedient, but as abfo- 
lutely impradlicable. He was convinced that fuch an alliance with Sweden 
would offend the Czarina, unlefs llie was invited to accede, and that her 
acceffion could not be obtained but by guarantying the pofleflion of Livonia 
and Ingria, which would no Id's offend Sweden. 

In his oflenfible letter to his brother, Walpole frankly flated his objec- 
tions to precipitate refolutions, recommended cautious proceedings, and par- 
ticular attention not to offend the Emperor and Ruffia, and reprobated 
expenfive and burthenfome guaranties. 

As the negotiation became more and more complicated, and the king Counteraf^td 
feemed inclined to perfevere in his opinion, Walpole prudcntially infinuated, by Waipok. 
that a matter of fuch extreme delicacy and importance, fliould be tranfailed Auguft 1 5. 
by an official correfpondence, rather than by private letters between the 
king and queen. The king haying approved this propolal, Horace Walpole 
was ordered to prepare the projed, and received hints from his brother In 

• Sir Robert Waipok to Horace Walpole, — Hiftory of the Succeflion to the Duchies of 
June 4L 1736' Correfijondence. Thoughts Juliers and Berg.' 

on the Succeffion pf Berg, J uliers, and Raft • -f- Horace ^^^lpole to Sir Robert Walpole, ■ 

Fricflamkby Horace Walpole. Walpole Papers. Auguft j. Corrcfpondeuce. 
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wlmt manner it (houlcl be drawn. Being fubmitted to the king, he highly 
approved it, and was eager for the conclulion. It was then tranfmitted to 
Sir Robert Walpole for the confideration of the queen and the lords juftices, 
and was accompanied by a paper of private obfervations againft the treaty. 
The minifter found this paper fo- convincing, that* although intended 
for his own ufe, he communicated it to the queen. Convinced by the found- 
nefs of the arguments, (he promil'cd to conceal any knowledge of this paper 
from the king, and to write "her fentiments in conformity to that opinion. 
At the lame jtime. Sir Robert Walpole wrote an oftenlible letter to his bro- 
ther, informing him that he flrould decline laying the projeft before the cabinet 
council, left the fudden dil'clofure of fo important a tranfadion, might create 
furjirilc and alarm, and propojed to delay the communication until the ne- 
gotiation was farther advanced, the inclination of the northern courts found- 
ed, and the lituation of affairs more fettled, “ that we may fee” he adds “ who 
and who arc together, before* we form new fclieines, that may claffi with we 
know not whom nor how.” Thefc prudent meafures were attended with 
the delired effed, and the king finally conl'entcd to abandon his favourite 
in'ojcd. 

This whole tranfadion refleds equal honour on the minifter and the king : 
On the minifter, for frankly delivering his fentiments, and prefervering in 
them, thougli oppofite to thofe of his (bvereign j on ti e king, for yielding to 
tlic arguments and vvitlies of his faithful counfellor. Thofe who confider the 
impatience of contradidion, anil pertinacity of o])inion, whicli marked tlie 
charader of George the Seconil, will [lighly appreciate the merit of his fub- 
niitting to the guidance, and conforming to the advice, which fo ftrongly 
contradided his own withes. 

In the midft of tliefe tranfidions, hoftilities broke out between the 
Ruffians and Turks, which, in confequence of the alliances of France and 
Sweden with the Turks, and of the Emperor with Ruffia, appeared likely 
to cx'cite a general war; yet, contrary to thef'e expedations, this event 
contributed more than any other caufe to accelerate the pacification in 
Europe. Tlie Emperor, divided between the fear of irritating the Czarina 
on one hand, and of retarding the jxaicc on the other, and tempted with 
the hope of iharing the fpoils of the Turks, became lefs averfc to the aggran- 
difement of the hoiife of Bourbon. 

A mediation between the contending powers liad been propofed by Cal- 
koen, the Dutch minifter at Conftantinojde, and too eagerly adopted by the 
Englilh embatfador. Sir Everard Fawkener. Walpole was apprehenfivC left 
the Czarina fhould conftrue a premature officioufnefs into a partiality for the 

Porte, 
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Porte, and confidcr it as an attempt to flop the career of that fuccefs with 
whicli her arms were crowned. 

He was alarmed, left the dignity of England Ibould be lowered by offer- 
ing the mediation before .it was delired, and without a certainty of its being 
accepted. He was convinced, that any attempt to reconcile Ruffia and 
the Porte, would be fruitlefs and incffeftual ; and he obfen'ecl, in a letter 
to Horace Walpole, “ For -my part, I think you may as well hope to 
break in upon the conftancy of two lovers in the honey-moon, as to ftop the 
career of two powers juft engaged in war, in the heat of their refentment, 
and before they have had time to feel, to refleft, and grow cool*.” His 
advice prevailed alfo in this inftance, and the mediation was declined. 

The fignature of the preliminaries between France and the Emperor, did 
not, however, produce an immediate pacification. Several months clapled 
before the kings of Sardinia and Spain could be prevailed on to accede, and 
when their concurrence was rclundantly obtained, difputes occafionally re- 
vived between France and the Emperor, and a long ferics of negotiation 
took place before the final ratification.. 

Nor arc thefe delays to be attributed folely to the allies. The Em- 
peror, though a prince of high fpirit, and by no means deficient in ca- 
pacity, was of fuch a changeful and caj^ricious temper,, and appeared lb 
different at different intervals, that to define his real charader and fitua- 
tion, confounded the wifdom of the wilcft, and baffled the cojficdurcs of 
the moft enlightened. 

At one time ho w.as fo exafj^erated with England, tliat he threatened to 
feparate himfclf from her for ever, and was fo devoted to France, as to in- 
duce Mr. Robinfon to obl'erve, in a letter to lord Harrington, “ This court 
is too much in the hands of that of Verfaillcs, not to do every thing that the 
other wills, or to do any thing that the other wills not.” At another time 
he courted England with the greateft eagcrncis ; denounced the houle of 
Bourbon as his irrcconcileable enemy, and offended cardinal Floury by the 
moft- arrogant and prefumptuous, demeanour. With a prince of fucli a 
changeful temper, it was no cafy tafic to negotiate. Fli.s ininifters rwre no 
Icfs intrablable ; and Vienna exhibited a motley feene of pride,; humility, 
cabal, intrigue, and procraftin.ation. 

Another great difficulty arofe from the duke of Loraine, who had cfpoufc<l 
the eldcft archduchefs, Maria Thcrefa, and was unwilling to renounce his fa- 
mily inheritance. He required, that if Loraine was ceded to France before tlic 

* Sir Robert Walpole to Horace Walpole, Angufl yj 1 736. Correfpondencc. 
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(Icntl) of t he grand duke of Tufeany, an adequate conipertfatlon (Ijould be fe- 
cui ed to him. Mr. Robinfon, in one of his difpatches, gives a pathetic and in- 
tcrefting account of his extreme diftrefs and agitation on this occalion *. “ In 
an audience whicli I demanded of him, to announce the marriage of the prince 
of Wales with the princefs of Saxe Gotha, he interrupted me in the midft of 
Ills cornjdiments, to pour out his joy at the marriage, and his refpeft and vene- 
ration for the king, which he firft exprefled aloud ; but left any of his attendants 
in the next room might overhear, he retreated with me to a window at the 
farther end of the apartment, and faid with the greatefl emotion, “ Good 
“ God, where are you, where are the maritime powers ! As for my part,” 
he continued, “ I rely upon the king fingly, not upon treaties, not upon 
“ formal promifes, but upon what his majefty has told me over and over 
“ again of his goodnefs for me by word of mouth.” If his words exprefled 
the liigheft agony and diftrefs, his geftures artel aftions exprefled no Icfs : “ He 
threw himfelf, in a reclining pofture, and in an inconfolable manner, upon 
the arms and end of an adjoining table and chair.” “ Such allb,” adds 
Mr. Robinfon, “ is the extreme agitation of his mind, that his health is 
afleded by it ; he owns that he has no friend to look up to, and that next 
to God and the Emperor, all his fortune depends on the king of England.” 

Perhaps thefe complicated difputes would never have been fettled without 
another war, had not the pacific (])irit of Walpole and Fleury interpofed, and 
had not the Emperor, eager to make war againft the Turks, with a view to 
indemnify himfelf on the fide of Bofnia, for the lofs of Naples and Sicily, 
found it previoufly neceffary to fecure the peace of Italy, that he might draw 
his troops into Hungary. 

The French, aware of his inclination, refufed, under various pretences, to 
evacuate the Milanefc j the Emperor was induced to make repeated concef- 
lions, and finally to yield the immediate poiTeflion of Loraine, for the even- 
tual fucceflion of Tufeany. He was fo eager to conclude the definitive 
treaty, that he paid 600,000 florins more than he had ftipulated. He gave 
to the king of Sardinia, eftvates among the Langhes, as fiefs of the empire, 
which never belonged to the empire, and fuflfered that monarch to mark the 
limits of his dominions according to his oy/n conveniency -f- . 

In the courfe of thefe various negotiations, Walpole had ufed every ef- 
fort to conciliate difeordant parties, and to effedl a general accommodation. 

• Mr. Robinfon to lord H<y:rington, May 30th, 1736. Walpole Papcis, 
f Thomas Robiiilon to lord Harrington, Augiift 5. Grantliam Papers. 

He 
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He well knew that the great obftacles to a general peace, proceeded from the Chapter 46; 
intrigues of Chauvelin, who, from the- time of his appointment to the office 1736. 
of fecretary of flate, and keeper of the fcals, almoll invariabl}- ufed the afeen- * 

dency which he had gained over cardinal Floury, in counterading the de- 
figns of England. To obtain his co-operation, Walpole direfted his prin- 
cipal attention, and even adopted the chimerical projedl of bribing him to 
compliance. The profpedl of fuccefs was principally founded on the extra- 
vagance of Chauvelin. He lived in a flile of great profufion. He had laid 
out, and continued to expend large funis in beautifying his favourite villa, 
of Gros Bois, which vied in magnificence with the royal palaces. 

With whom or in what manner the fcheme originated, the papers under my 
infpedion do not fupply fpecific information. Sir Robert Walpole was too 
cautious to make fuch attempt, had not fome favourable circumftances occurred. 

It is not improbable that a hint imparted by Trevor, and infinuated in a letter 
from Horace Walpole to queen Caroline, rnight have fuggefted the firfl * idea. 

It was an experiment which the minifter deemed it imprudent to rejeft, though 
he never entertained fanguine hopes of fuccefs. Perhaps the firft oiiening was 
afforded by Chauvelin himfelf, who, to fupport his own declining intcreft, was 
defirous of fecuringthc affiflance of Sir Robert Walpole, with whom Flcury was 
anxious to co-operate in eftablifhing the peace of lijprope. But lie had no 
fooner effedled a temporary re-eftablifliment of his credit, than he difeon- 
tinued this private corrcfpondence, rejedted all pecuniary gratifications, re- 
fufed to give any farther information, and became, as before, the inveterate 
enemy to England. 

The origin, progrefs, and termination of this intrigue, are detailed in the 
private corrcfpondence which palled between Sir Robert Walpole and the 
earl of Waldcgravc, and was communicated only to the king. In the fuc- 
ceeding year, Chauvelin made another attempt to renew his fecret offers, in 
fuch a manner as induced the earl of W aldcgrave to conclude, that he would 
accept a bribe. Walpole wrote to the Englifli cmbaliailor, to avoid being 
again deceived j to offer a large bribe, of not lefs than £. 5 or 10,000, and if 
that was not accepted, to obtain the removal of one whom he calls our 
quondam friend, but now our greateft enemy -f. 

While this intrigue was in agitation, cardinal Fleury, in a confidential Fleurypro*. 
converfation with the earl of Waldegrave, made heavy complaints againft {Ja^ce witllr 

Eneilaml. 

• Horace Walpole to queen Caroline, Auguft 1735. Correfpondence. 

t Sir Robert Walpole to the carl of Waldegrave, September z 6 , 1736, Correfpondence. 
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TcnodVI. the CO tie] ud of the Brltifli minifters abtoad, and propofed, tlirougE the 
^34tai7y . channel of Horace Walpole alone, an alliance with England to cheek 
the ambitions defigns of the Emperor, and keep in awe the refllefs fpirit of 
- the queen of Sjiain, who had fo often corivulfcd Europe to aggrandife her 
own family. The anfwer of Horace Walpole began with a fpirited remon- 
ftrance againft the weaknefs of the cardinal, in liftening to all the idle and 
malicious reports of thofe who endeavoured to fow diflenfions between the 
two crowns } tinted the impoflibility of acceding to the propolal of a parti- 
cular union with France in tlic prefent junflure, becaule Chauvelin would 
obflruft and difippoint all Itopes of bringing it to a fuccefsful iffue. He 
concluded with reprefenting, that the king had always had in view the pre- 
fervation of the tranquillity and equilibrium of Europe j that the nuracroui. 
treaties which France had made before the late troubles, and the compli- 
cated negotiations for the execution of the preliminaries, in which the king 
had not participated, rendered it impoffible to determine what mcafures or 
all iances- would be niofl proper for preferving the balance of power, until the 
whole plan of the peace fhould be propofed ; that if the plan fliould appear 
conformable to that great end, the king would fupport it by every means in 
his power} and concluded with reprefenting, that the cardinal would al- 
ways find the king dilp)fed to preferve a good underflanding with France. 
Stcretcor- foiled in this attempt, the cardinal endeavoured to fuccced by opening a 
private correfpondcncc with Sir Robert Walpole, the knowledge of w'holc 
pole! ** pacific fentiments, infpired him with the confidence and hopes of impofing 
upon him, and drawing him in gradually to abet the alliance ^wllh France, 
and by that means to Icparatc the Emperor flill more from England. Tw'o 
converfations which the cardinal held with the earl of Waldegravc on this 
liibjedl, will ferve to flrew the art with .which he endeavoured to amufe the 
Britilh cabinet . 

After delivering his fentiments on the murder of captain Porteus, and re- 
commending lenity to the mifled populace wdio were concerned in that tranF 
<adion, he reprefented the necefiity of curbing the overgrown i)ower of the 
Emperor ; hinted as his opinion, to be folely communicated to Sir Robert 
Walpole, that tlic bcfl method of efFefting that end, would be a league of 
the protcllant princes in Europe, to be propofed by England, and fupported 
by France. In reply to thefe friendly communications, the mini Her conrit- 
raiffioned lord Waldegrave to exjirefs great refped for the cardinal, and an 

* Horace Walpole to the earl of Wakle. Robert Walpole, Oflober *3 J, and Noveftiher 
grave, Auguft 1 9th, 1735. Correfpondtnce. aifl, 1736, Correfpoiidence. 1. 

i' The Earl of Waldegrave’s letters to Sir 
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earncft clefire to cultivate liis frienclfliip, for the mutual honour and Chapter 46. 

jntcrcll of the two kingdoms. At this, the cardinal interrupting him, ex- 

prefl’ed the highefl: opinion of Sir Robert Walpole’s dillinguilhed abili- 

ties, «nd particularly expatiated on his integrity and fpirit, chara< 5 tcri flics 

highly nccclfary in the compofition of a great minifter. He then propofed a 

fccret correfpondence, through the channel of the earl of ^V’aldegrave, to 

whicl'i, in France, no one fliould be privy but tlie king, and in England, 

only the king and ciucen ; trulling, on his part, that no advantage would 

be taken, and no hints given of this intcrcourfe. 

Although Sir Robert Walpole was not ignorant, that during thefe over- 
tures, tlie cardinal had been endeavouring to perfuade the Emperor to con- 
clude a definitive treaty, exclufive of the maritillie powers, lie neither re- 
proached him for his infincerity, nor declined the oiler of a confidential com- 
munication. I'le on the contrary afle^led to difbelieve, while he hinted the 
report, bccaule, he fald, it contradicled the declarations fo frequently 
and folemnly made by tlie cardinal, that the maritime powers fhould be 
included in all the definitive tranfa<ftions for a treaty, as alfo, bccaute 
he diti not doubt his fincerity in defiring a particular alliance with England. 

Uniiormly attached to his grand principle of promoting peace by whoinfo- 
ever, or in whatever manner it was ett’edted, he exprefled his readinefs to 
concur in all meafures which might be jull and honourable to the two na- 
tions, and requefted him to draw up the heads of a definitive treaty. 

Although the carl of Waldcgrave juftly remarked, from Ins knowledge of EffeAoftlie 
the cardinal’s charac'lcr, tliat much could not be concluded from thefe pri- Corrcipoiv- 
vate tranfaflions, they lerved, however, to preferve harmony, and to foi ten 
the immediate effefts of that inveterate jealoufy which had lb long divided the 
two nations. The mutual interchange of friendly difcuflion llrengthcned 
the pacific fentiments adopted by both minifters, and prevented tlie hafty 
renewal of offenfive meafures. The outlines of the definitive treaty were 
fettled, and the conclufion of (he general pacification accelerated. 

Another contiderable advantage was alfo unquellionably derived from this Difgnco oi 
private trahfadlion. It gave to Sir Robert Walpole and the earl of Walde- 
grave, opportunities of reprefenting the malicious condud: of Chauvelin, and 
occafioned, or haftened his downfal, which took place in the commencement 
of the enfuing year, and to which the reprefentations of Waldcgrave greatly 
contributed. 

Before the difmiffion of Chauvelin, an ihterefling correfpondence had TliePi-eionu . 
paffed between the two brothers and the other minifters, relating to a cu- 
VoL. I. 3 !^ 
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rious incident that happened to the carl of Waldegrave at Paris. ChaiiTClin 
having, among other pap.ers, by miftake, put into his hands a letter from 
the Pretender, the embatfador lent it by a courier to the queen. Imme- 
diate information was forwarded by Newcaflle to the king at Hanover, with 
the remarks of Sir Robert Walpole. Several letters palled between the mi- 
nilter in London, Horace Walpole at Hanover, and the earl of Waldegrave 
at Paris, which j)rove the extreme uneafinefs and jealoufy excited by this 
difeovery. 

Jacobitifm at that time produced a tremor through every nerve of go- 
vernment ; and the flighteft incident which dilcovcrecl any intercourle be- 
tween the Pretender and France, occafioned the moll ferious apprehen- 
fions. It w'as no won4te*, therefore, that this event Ihould fpread alarms, 
which the obfervations of the two brothers were calculated to obviate. The 
letters which palfcd on this occafion, are given in order of date, and arc 
fufficicntly explicit without any farther illullrations *. 

During the abfence of the king at Hanover, where he remained till the 
beginning of January, the fpirit of difeontent and infurredion was bufy at 
home } and various tumults took place in the capital, and other parts of the 
kingdom. In the capital, thefe dillurbances were occalioned by tlie weavers 
in. Sjhtalfields, who took umbrage that the Irilh were employed at an infe- 
rior rate of wages j and by the difeontent of the populace, excited by the exe- 
cution of the gin ad. 

Thele alarming riots, which were notorioully fomented by the difalfedcd, 
were fcarcely liipprefl'ed, when a more atrocious outrage demanded the at- 
tention of government. One Willbn, a daring fmuggler, was fentenced to 
be hanged at Edinburgh, for having robbed .a coliedor of the revenue. 
This man, having abetted the efcape of his fellow criminal, in the time of 
divine fervice, and from the midft of his guards, the magillrates of Edin- 
burgh increafed their uhial precautions for the execution of the fentence, by 
ordering the officers of the train bands and the city guard, provided with arms 
and ammunition, to attend for the purpole of preventing his refeue. The 
proceffion palled along j the fentence was performed without the fmallell ap- 
pearance of a riot, and the executioner was at the top of the ladder cutting 
down the body, when the magillrates retired. At this moment, the populace 
rulhed fomard towards the gallows, part farced their way through the guards, 
.with intention, as was fuppoled, to carry off the body, under the hopes 
of recovering it. Others threw large Hones, maimed Icveral foldiers, and 

* Correfpojidcnce. Period VL Article, the Pretenda’s Letter. 
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ftruclc captain Porteous, who was To provoked at this outrage, that he ordered Chapter 4®. 
the foldicrs to fire. Five were killed, and I'everal wounded. Porteous was 
immediately apprehended, and tried, for having direftcd the foldiers to fire 
without the orders of the civil magi (Irate, and was -condeinned to death. 

But fo many favourable circumftances appeared on his trial, that feven of the 
fifteen jurymen acquitted him, and the vcrdidf which condemned him, ac- 
knowledged that “ he and his guards were attacked and beat with (cveral fton«?s 
“ of a confiderable bignefs, thrown by the multitude, whereby feveral of the 
“ foldiers were bruifed and wounded In conl'cqucnce of this ridiculous 
inconfiftency in the verdidl, and other favourable circumftances, the queen 
regent fent down a refpite of fix weeks, for the purpofe of inquiring into the 
circumftances of the cafe. * 

On the 3d, the reprieve was brought to Edinburgh, and on the 4th, 
vague reports were circulated, that the populace had refolved, on the evening 
of the 8th, to let fire to the prifon, if Porteous was not executed on that day, 
according to his fentence. But the magiftrates, on inquiry, could not difeo- 
ver any foundation for the report, and no precaution was taken to remove the 
prifoner into the caftle. On Tuelday the 7th, about a quarter before ten at 
night, the magiftrates had notice, that a few boys had feized the drum in 
the fuburb of Weft Port, and beat it in the Grafs Market within tiic 
city. About fix minutes before ten, they fent to call out the guard imme- 
diately under arms j but a few minutes before the clock ftruck, a mob 
fuddcnly rufhed in upon, and furprifed the guards, drove them from th« 
guard room, feized all their arms, being ninety firelocks in number, be- 
fidcs feveral Lochaber axes, and almoft at the fame time made themfelves 
m.aftefs of the city gates. They then provided themfelves with (hot, by 
breaking open the (hops where ammunition was. fold, attacked the jail, 
drove out the provoft and magiftrates, who attempted to difperfe them, and 
wounded feveral of their attendants. They next let fire to the gate of the 
prifon, and ru(hed into the wards, forced the turnkeys to open the doors, re- 
leafed all the prifoners, feized Porteous, and dragged him to the Grafs Market, Murder of 
where they broke into a (hop, took out a coil of ropes, and hung him upon 
a dyer’s crofs poft, clofe to the common place of execution "h. Lindfay, 
member for the city, found means to efcape from the town, and to 
convey information of the tumult to general Moyle, commander of the 
king’s troops, who were quartered in the fuburbs j but as he was obliged to 

* Trial and Sentence. Political State, 1 736 ; and Gentleman’s Magazine. 

f Narrative of the Tumult. Correfpondencc. 
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make a large circuit, he did not reach the head quarters till near eTeven, 
Gejieral Moyle had already collcdtcd his own troops, and lent for thole who 
were quartered at Leith, but made no attempt to force the gate of the 
city, which was (occupied by the armed populace. He perfifted in refufing 
to a(5t againft the infurgents, on the faith of Lindfay’s intelligence, without 
an order from the civil niagiftrate ; and as he deemed it impoflible to obtain 
an ortier from the magiftrates in tlie city, he clil'}>atched a meflenger to An- 
drew Hetcl>er, lord jullicc clerk of Scotland, who was at his villa at the 
dillance of above two miles and a half. Fletcher being in bed, no anfwer 
was procured until one o’clock, and by fome miftake, it was then delivered 
not to the general, but to Lindfay. Meanwhile, the execution of Porteous 
had taken place, the exertions of the military were jendcred unneceliary, 
by the dilperlion of the rioters, and in the morning, Edinburgh was in a 
flate of pertfeffc tranquillity. 

Lord Hay was fent to Edinburgh, as the only perfon capable of bring- 
ing the offenders to juftice. The accounts * which he tranfmitted to 
Sir Robert Walpole, proved that a regular fyftcmatic plan had been 
formed with the utmoft fecrecy and order.; that fcvcral made this 
infamous murder a point of confcicnce ; and that one of the aflors 
went to a country church, where the facrament was given to a large 
number of people in the church-yard, and boafted of the lharc which 
he had taken in the tranfadion. He obferved, that pcrlbns who afleded 
fandity, Ijwke of the murder as the hand of God doing juflicc, and repro- 
bated all endeavours to bring the adors to condign puuilhmcnt, as grievous 
pei iccution. He added alfo, that although feveral perfons had been impri- 
ibned, and large rewards offered, no difeoveries had been made of the perpe- 
trators or inltigators of this atrocious ad. 


* Correrpondcnce. 
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Chapter 47. 



Meeting of 'Parliament. — Speech from the 'throne. — Proceedings : — On the Bill 
refpe£ling the 'Tumtilts at Edinburgh. — On Sir John Barnard's Scheme for the 
Redublion of luterejl. — Licentmifncfs of the Stage. — Origin and Progrefs of 
the Playhoufe Bill. 


HIS feflion of parliament, which opened on the ill of February^ was 
as unquiet and ftormy, as the lall had been cafy and tranquil. 

The parliamentary proceedings which it is neceflary to notice, are the 
debates rcfpcifling the tumults in Edinburgh ; Sir John Barnard’s propofal 
for the redudtion of intereft ; the playhoufe bill, and the motion for 
an addrefs to the king, to fettle f. 100,000 per annum on the prince of 
Wales, 


Meeting of 
parliament. 

Parliamen- 
t.iry proo^ed- 
ings. 


The fpeech from the throne noticed the late difturbances, but without any On the mitr- 
fpccific mention of the tumult at Edinburgh. It was anfw-ered by loyal ad- 
dreffes from both houfes, expreffing their abhorrence of fuch outrages, and 
their refolution to fupport the royal authority in fuppreffing all riotous and 
feditious attempts, which threatened the very being of the conllitution. The 
minifter, however, to have been enibarraffed in w'hat manner to intro- 
duce the inquiry. Fortunately, lord Carteret relieved him from this di- inthehoufe 
lemma. Although he was in violent oppofition to the meafures of admi- lords, 
niftration, yet he juftly thought that the indignity committed againll the 
cftablilhed government, Ihould not remain unpuniflied, 'He accordingly 
referred to that part of the fpeech which alluded to the tumults in various 
parts of the kingdom. After arguing that thefe riots did not proceed from 
difaffeftion to government, and complaining, that notwithftanding the power 
with which the civil magiftrate was armed, the military force had been em- 
ployed in fuppreffing the'm, he adverted to the murder of captain Porteous, 
which he particularly ftigmatifed as a moft atrocious deed'} obferving that 
the confpiracy which had effedfed it was the more dreadful, becaufe it was 
concerted and executed with great deliberation and method, and was attend- 
ed with no other diforder. He was of opinion, that fome citizens of Edin- 
burgh 
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Period VI. burgh had been concerned in the murder j that the magiftrates bad encou- 
173410173;. raged the riot, and that the city had forfeited its charter j he concluded with 
exprefiing boh)es tliat an inquiry \^ould be niadc into the particulars and 
circumftanccs of the cafe. 

The duke of Newcaftle and the lord chancellor, after contending for the ne- 
ceflityof cmjdoying the military force in fupprefling riots and putting the laws 
in execution, andjuftifying the reprieve of captain Porteous, did not refift or 
promote the inveftigation propofed by lord Carteret ; they only argued for a 
general inquiry into the caufes and circumftanccs of the riot, and hot for a 
Ipeclfic inquiry into the difturbances. Carteret, in reply, maintained the ne- 
ceflity of a particular inquiry, and of confining it to the tumult at Edin- 
burgh. The earl of Ila)% after oppofing the forfeiture of the charter, and 
oblerving that the outrages had originated from difafFedtion to government* 
declared himfelf in favour of a particular inquiry, and exprefled his readinefs 
to join in any propofition for that purpofe. A motion w'as accordingly made 
by Carteret, for the attendance of the rnagiflrates, and other perfons who 
could give the neceflary information, and for an addrefs to the king, that 
copies of the trial of captain Porteous, and the account of the murder, fliould 
be laid before tlie houfe. 

In confequehcc of this motion, which pafled without oppofition, the re- 
Ipedive documents were produced. In examining the proceedings of the -trial, 
it plainly appeared that Porteous was fully juflified, from the principles of felf- 
defence, in firing upon the mob, and that the reprieve granted by the queen 
was founded on law and juflice ; and as the conftitution of the criminal law 
in Scotland was different from that in England, it ap^afed incomprehenli- 
ble to mofr of the peers, that a perfon could be cohdenffted to death, upon 
a verdift fo inconfiftent with common juftice. Accordingly, it was fuggefted 
by Carteret, to declare the verdidl erroneous j this propofal was oppofed by 
the earl of Hay aud the lord chancellor, and no motion was made *. 

Having thus juft ified the proceedings of governmeht, the next objedi 
was to difrover thofe who were concerned in the murder, and to 
punifli all who either concerted or connived at it. The magiftrates of Edin- 
burgh, the commander in chief of the forces, Lindfay, member for the city, 
as well as the Scots judges, were feverally and feparately examined at the 
bar. Their allegations, however, were confufed and unfatisfaftory j but 
proofs appeared that the magiftrates had not been fufficiently adtivc in pre- 
venting the rifing of the mob, or in fupprefling it when excited. Yet no 
le^ evidence w« obtained to cohvid them, nor did it appear that any of 

• Lords’ Debates. 
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the citizens had been acceflary to the murder, and not a tingle perfon was chapter 47. 
difcovered who liad been concerned in it. Notwithtlanding this dcfi- 1737. 

ciency, the majority of the peers thought it necelliiry to bring in a biil of 
pains and penalties againft the provoft and city, for conniving at, or not pre- 
venting the perpetration of fo atrocious a deed. 

The bill was oppofed in a very animated fpcech by the duke of Argjdc, 
who contended that it was an ex poll fadlo law, punilhing a whole commu- 
nity for crimes within the reach of the inferior courts of juftice. It was 
neverthelcfs carried by a majority of 54 againft 22, and fent down to the May is. 
commons, under the title of “ An Aft to difable Alexander Wilfon, .efquire, 
from taking, holding, or enjoying, any office or place of magiftracy, in the 
city of Edinburgh, or elfewhere, in Great Britain, for imprifoning the laid 
Alexander Wilfon, and for abolifliing the guard kept up in the faid city, 
commonly called the town guard j and for taking away the gates of the 
Nether Bow Port of the faid city, and keeping open the fame.” 

Such was the title, and fuch were the penalties of this famous bill, as it 
was fent to the commons. It is certain, the minifterial party in the houfe of 
peers, had not thoroughly confidered the nature of the Scottifli conftitution, 
as left by the aft of union j nor was tlic evidence fufficient for juftifying the 
feverities contained in the bill. Wilfon, the lord provoft, was a weak well- 
meaning man, and had afted to the beft of his courage and capacity j ajid 
the greateft imputation fixed on him by evidence, was his not having been 
aftive in arming the citizens the day before the riot had happened, w'hen 
only vague rumours were whilpered. With refpeft to the penalties inflifted 
upon the city of Edinburgh, doubts were railed whether they could regu- 
larly be impoled, even by a Britiflr parliament, confiftcntly with the articles 
of union *. * 

Accprdingly, the, oppofition was violent and ftrenuous ; moft of the perfons In the houfe 
who had appeared at the houfe of lords, were again examined before the com- commons, 
luons ; petitions were received, and counfel heard againft the bill. The Scot- 
tifli members, who were alTefted by the ftigma to be affixed on their ca- 
pital, and looked upon the queftion as a national concern, uniformly op- 
pofed, and many of them, particularly Duncan Forbes, the lord advocate 
of Scotland, difplayed great abilities. On every reading it produced frcfli 
debates, and in one. inftance carried only by the calling voice of colonel 
Bladen, the chairman of the committee. 

Walpole fpoke only on the firft reading, and then he faid but a few* words 

* Tindal. 
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1734101737. of lords. He oblervcd, that he was as jealous of their right as any other 
gentleman could be, but thought too fcrupulous a jealoufy at this time 
might be attended with the worll confequences. In reply to an obfervation 
of Duncan Forbes, that tenderncfs ought to be Ibewn to the corporations 
and boroughs which the commons reprefented, cfpecially thofe of Scotland, 
he urged that the commitment of the bill was the greateft mark of ten., 
dernefs which could be fliewn. It was topunifli, in an exemplary manner, a 
prdice that had been too much encouraged; a pradice, which if not fup- 
pretTed, mull deftroy the right of all corporations, and perhaps abolifli the 
privileges of the houfe, and the very form of the conftitution. He con- 
cluded, by faying, that gentlemen would not oppofe the bill without better 
reafons than any that had yet appeared. He did not enter into the merits, 
or difeufs the proofs of the objedions. urged by the Scottilh law)^ers, but left 
thofe points to be argued by the attorney and folicitor general. He by no, 
means made it a minifterial queftion. In the houfe of lords, fome of his 
friends had promoted and others refilled it, and on one queftion, the duke 
of Newcartle and lord chancellor Hardwicke had voted- on different tides. 
The fame circumftance occurred in the houfe of commons. Some of the 
luoft violent oppofers of government befriended the bill, and others abfented 
themfelves while it was depending. He was moft anxious that the queen 
Ihould be juftified for granting the reprieve, and that fome punifliment 
Ihould be inlli<fted on the magiftrates, as an example to deter others, and to 
render the civil power refponfible for outrages committed in their jurifdic- 
tion : A falutary and effential a<ft of policy. 

When thefe points were gained, he was not inclined to enforce the penal- 
ties. He fuffered therefore the bill to be modified and mitigated. That 
part which ordered the abolition of the city guard, and the demolition of 
the gates, was omitted, and the whole was reduced to an adl “ for difabling 
Alexander Wilfon, the provoft, from taking, holding, or enjoying, any office, 
or place of magiftracy, in the city of Edinburgh, or elfcwhcre, in Great Bri- 
tain, and for impoling a fine upon the faid corporation, of £. 2,000, for the 
benefit of the widow of Porteous The bill, however, thus mitigated and 
rendered “ ftinglcfs-f.,” met with unceafing oppofition, and after having 
narrowly efcaped being thrown out, was fent back to the lords, who agreed 
to the amendments, and it finally received the royal affent. 
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While this aft was in agitation, another pafled the lords, atid was lent 
down to the commons, “ For the more cffeftual bringing to juliice, any 
perfons concerned in the barbarous murder of captain John Portcous, and 
punching fuch as fliall knowingly conceal any of the faid oftcndeis.” This 
bill was ofa fevere nature, and was direfted to be read, for a dated time, by 
the ellabliflied clergy of Scotland, in their pulpits, every Sunday. Ainongd 
other claufes, it contained an indemnity to any jserfon who was concerned in 
the murder, provided he difeovered and convifted an accomplice, bedbre the 
firftof February. This claufe was added to the bill by the commons, as wasah'o 
another, promifing “ a reward of £, zoo to any one who flaould difeover, and 
convift, by their evidence, any perfon concerned in the murder.” Thete 
provifions were by many thought too fevere, and ccnlurod as giving too 
great encouragement to informers. 'Ji'he Scots, when the aft was read to 
them, treated it with the utmoft contempt j and though many thoulands 
were publicly concerned in the murder,' and fome of them tried, yet none 
were legally convifted *. 

Thele proceedings augmented the unpopularity of the minifter, by in - 
flaming the refentment of Scotland, and facilitated the efforts of the duke of 
Argyle, to return, at the next eleftions, a majority of the Scots members in 
fivour of oppofition. 

Sir Robert Walpole incurred great cenfure by the alienation of the finking 
fund ; and has been expofed to no Id's obloquy, for his oppofition to Sir 
John Barnard’s feheme, for reducing the interell of the national debt. He 
has been accufed by party, prejudice, or mifapprehenfion, of the meanefl mo- 
tives for adopting this fine of conduft : motives fb contradiftory, that they 
refute each other. By fome he was fufpefted of having clandcilincly 
promoted the introduftion of the bill. It was infinuated that, at firfl, he 
intended it fhould pafs ; and that he only deferred the mcafure until the 
queen, who was fuppofed to have a million in the funds, could fell out to 
advantage. Others |, on the contrary, aferibe his oppofition to the mean 
f])irit of jealoufy, and reproach the miniflcr with having exerted the whole 
power of government, that he might dei:)rive Sir John Barnard of liis due ap- 
pluufe. 

In the committee of fupply the miniflcr moved a refolation, tliat a fnin 
of one million fliould be taken from the finking fund, and apyslicd to re- 
deem a million of old South Sea annuities. The motion was ojrpoled by 
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Sir John Bar- 
nard’s 
fcheme. 


fcveral members, principally of the minority, who argued for the expediency 
of appropriating that fum to the difcharge' of the debt due to the bank, 
becaufe the intereft paid to the bank was fix per cent, whereas that on the 
other parts of the public debt did not exceed four. They accordingly 
propofed the amendment ; but the original motion was carried without a 
divifion. 

On the 1 4th of March the refolution was reported and agreed to On 
wthis occafion, Sir John Barnard propofed, that the houfe Ihould refolve itfelf 
into a committee, to take into conlideration the national debt, and to 
receive any propofal which might be made to reduce the intereft to three per 
cent. The minifter, after a few obfervations on the danger of meddling with 
public credit, or taking any ftep which might be likely to affect it, without 
the moft mature refledion, declared that he had no objedion to a com- 
mittee, becaufe time would be allowed for deliberation ; and concluded, 
that if any feafonable fcheme for reducing the intercll Ihould be then pro- 
pofed, he fliould readily agree to it. 

On the 1 8th, the account of the national debt, which amounted to 

47,866,596, was produced. On the 21ft, the houfe refolved into a commit- 
tee of fupply, and Sir John Barnard brought forward his fcliemc. With a view 
to popularity, it was called, a propofal towards lowering the intereft of all the 
redeemable debts to three per cent, and thereby to enable the parliament io give 
immediate eafe to his majejifs fubje&s^ by taking off fome of the taxes which 
arc moft burthenfome to the poor, and efpecially to the manufadurers, as 
likewife to give eafe to the people^ by leflening the annual taxes for the current 
fervice of the yearj'. 

Though 


• Journals. 

f The propofal was as follows ; 

“ That an offer lie made lo the proprietors of 
the South Sea annuities, as well old as new, at 
fuch times as the refpe( 5 rive transfer books 
Hjall be fliut, in the following manner, viz. 
That all perfoas be at liberty to make their 
option for tlie whole, or any part of their ca- 
pital of one or more of the particulars under- 
inentioned, for which books be laid open at 
the South Sea houfe, for fo long time as lliall 
be thought proper, viz. All who defire to be 
paid tilt ir money, to enter their names and 
fuins in one book. Thofe who fliall chufe to 
have annuities for certain terms of years, and 
the capital to be annihilated, may fiibfcribe in 
particular books for that purpole, at the fol- 
lowing rates ; 


For 47 Years at 4 per Cent, per Ann. 
31 Years at 5 
2 3 1 Years at 6 
19 Years at 7 
16 Years at 8 
13 J Years at 9 
12 Years at 10 

" Tiiat the proprietors of fo much of the ca- 
pital, as fliall not be claimed in money, nor 
fubferibed into fome of the annuities ibr terms 
of years, (hall, for the future, be imitled to an 
annuity of 3 per cent, per annum only. And 
for the encouragement of the annuitants to 
accept of \ per cent, per annum, it is propofed, 
that they be not fiibjedt to redemption or di- 
minution of their annuities for the term of 14 
years. And that all the annuities for terms of 
years be transferable at the Soutk Sea houfe, 

without 
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Though the principle of the meafure was luch as to intitlc its founder to chapter 47, 
expert much popularity, yet as the interefts and prejudices of many perfons 1737, 
were to be combated, great oppofition was excited, and the ftores of argu- i***V"^ 
iiient and calculation exhaulled in defending the plan. 

Sir John Barnard moved, in a committee of I'upply, “ that his majcfly be March *i. 
enabled to raife money, either by fale of annuities for years or lives, at fuch rates 
as fliould be preferibed, or by borrowing at an interell not exceeding three per 
cent, to be applied towards redeeming old and new South Sea annuities, ami 
that fuch of the annuitants as fliould be inclined to fubferibe their refpcc- 
tivc annuities, fliould be preferred to all others.” 

This motion occafioned long debates. It was principally defended by 
the landed, and refilled by the monied interell, and the miniHer’s friends 
were divided. The houfe did not appear inclined to adopt any fpecific de- 
termination; fome of thole who were averfc to the meafure, declared them- 
felves incapable of giving their opinion,' without due refleftion and more in- 
formation. They moved, therefore, that the farther confideration fliould be 
deferred till that day fc’nnight, which was agreed to without oppofition. 

This point being carried, the adverfaries of the bill made another efrort,which 
was attended with fuccels. It had been urged as -an objcdlion, that a con- 
lidcrable part of the South Sea annuities belonged to widows and orphans, 
and to i-ierfons who were projirictors of fmall fums : This fuggellion had agreat 
elfeel ujiGn the houfe. Willing therefore to take advantage of this imprclEon, 


without any charge ; as well as the annuities 
which fhall be continued at 3 per cent, per 
annum. And that all the annuities for terms 
of years, commence from the determination of 
the annuities of 4 per cent, without any lofs of 
time. It is apprehended, that this offer will 
be more beneficial to the proprietors than the 
remaining in their prefent fituation, and re- 
ceiving a million at a time, to be divided al- 
ternately between the old and the new annui- 


tants, which rnufl. affeft them in a very high 
manner, as it tends gn?atly to reduce their 
capital, by continual laying out the money paid 
olTin new annuities at advanced prices. 

** If the parliament Ihould be willing to in- 
dulge any perfons, not being Ibreigiicrs, who 
may be advanced in years, with annuities for 
term of life; the following rates are fubmitted 
to the confideration of gentlemen who hav« 
turned their tiioughts to this fubjc6V, viz. 


To Perfons 44 Years old, or upw'ards, 7 per Cent, for Life. 
53 - - . 8 

59 - - - 9 

63 - - - 10 


If thefe rates for lives, or any other rates, 
fliould be thought convenient to be offered ; 
it is then propofed, that the old and new an- 
nuitants be permitted to fubferibe any part of 
their capital, they bein^ within the limitation 
of years above exprefleu ; and that none of the 
propofals foregoing be made for ready money ; 


becaufe it is rcafonable that the prefent cre- 
ditors Ihould have the pi*efereiice in any ad- 
vantageous offer made by the parli:inient, wi 
this is apprehended to be, (ince money may be 
railed at 3 per cent, per annum, with a liberty 
of redeeming the fame at pkafure.** 
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Period VT. tliev moved on the following day, that an account lliould be laid before the 

i734ioi;37. hoiilb, of the quantity of old and new South Sea annuity ftock, holden by 
i — .i exe(:iit(^rs, adininiflrators, or truftccs 3 which accounts were prefented 
on the enfuing Friday. 

Hitherto the miiililer took no public pwirt, cither for or againft the feheme ; 
although he was generally luppofed ^ to be inclined in its favour. But from 
this period he was determined to oppofe it, tliougli he thought it prudent to 
atl with circumlpedion, as many members, who were pcrfonally attached 
to him, favoured the meafure. In this fituatioii the minifter had watched 
the progrefs of public opinion, and found it decidedly adverfe to the pro- 
polal, wliich excited the moll violent clamours among the proprietors of 
the funds. 

During the adjournment of the bufinefs, the miniflerial papers were 
filled with objedions Co the meafure, and a pcrfpicuous ftatement 

expofing 

* Robert to Horace Walpole. Trevor, clone, to raife the fnm advanced ; and therefore 

April 19, 1737. Cc:>rrerpondence* Opinions fuch a method of calculation tiujft be laila- 

of the duchefs of Marlborough. cious, and nothing but the lurplus of the an- 

f As I c:an by no means approve of the nuity can be fafely relied on for reiinburlement 
feheme, publifhed in your paj)er of Satur- of the purchafe money ; and then it will be 
day lail, for reducing the iiitereff of the na- evident to the mennefl ca|jpcity, that if the an- 
tionnl debt to 3 percent. I fliall, for the fake niiitants are allowed 3 per cent, for their pur- 
of iliofe who are not acquainted with calciila- cliafe money, they will, at the end of 47 years, 
tionsof this kind, inakc a few obfervations on have received no more than 47 per cent, of 
the propofed method of redu< 5 fIon, tfiat fuch their principal ; and in ah the otlier cafes the 
proprietors of the public funds may fee how purchafers of the propofed annuities will be 

far tiicir intcrefls are like to be affected by it. confiderablelofrrs; only it is to beobferved,tIiat 

And, in the firff place, I obferve, that the an- the fliorterthe term is, the lefs the lofiwill be : 

iiuities propofed for certain terms of years are for If the annuity be 7 per cent, for 19 } ears, 

• calculated at compound intercfl:, allowing the the pitrchafcrs will receive back 76 per cent, 
annuitants 3 per cent, for tlteir money, and and if 10 per cent, be allowed for 12 year?, they 

tlic furplus of the annuity is to reimbiirfe them will receive back 84 per cent, of their prin.cipal 

their purchafe money at the fame rate of in- money : The reaToft of which is very obvious 
tereft. to thofe who know, that compound iiUerefl is 

To explain this, I fliall fix upon the firft a feries ofgeometrick progrtHion. 
annuity propofed,. which is 4 per cent, for 47 Secondly, I obferve, that if, out of any of 

years, at the end of which the capital is to be the propofed annuities, there is annually referv- 

annihilated. By this propofal, the purchafer ed a fum fufficient to reimburfe the purchafe 

is to receive 3 per cent, interefi, and the re- money, the annuitants will not receive an in- 
iiiaining i per cent, is to rtimbnrfc the purchafe icrt ft of 2 p>ercent. upon their principal. And 
nu)iK y in the term propofed at compound in- for tiie proof of this, I fliall only take notice 

terefl ; but I cannot think this a fair method of the two extremes and middle term in the an- 

computation in the prefent cafe ; for, al- nuities propofed ; by which it will appear, 
though it be true, thnt/‘. i per annum will, in that if £,z out of £,4. be referved for 47 

47 years, amount to £. ico at compound. in- years, it will raife no more than £, 94, and if 

toeft ; yet it is highly improbable, if not im- £. 5 out of £» 7 be referved for 19 years, it 

f)ofiib[r, that iuten^lf upon intcreft, or indeed will amount to no more than £. 95, and £.^ 

any interefl at all, fli mild be made of fuch out of 10 for i a years, wdll give only 96. 
fmall fums ftr 47 years running, as nnift be “ Tiiirdly, It is to be obferved/that the 

method 
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expofing its Inexpediency, appeared in the Whitehall Evening Poft, which Chapter 47. 
was either drawn up by the minifter himfelf, or approved by him. In the 1737. 

fame paper, of the 26th, an appeal w'as made to the feelings and paffions of "v— 

the public, in which the bill was defcribed, as tending to ruin trade, to de- 
populate the capital, to impoverifh widows Ihd orphans, to reduce the 
farmers to day labourers, and the fons of noblemen and gentlemeji to 
fanners. 

Thefe exaggerated- declamations made a deep impreffion on the public mind. Sir John 
When the houfe met on the ioth to refumc the conlideration of the bill, - 

Sir John Barnard entered into a full explanation of his fcheme, and laboured 
with great addrefs and ability to obviate thefe pojjular objections. He went 
over all the grounds of political expediency, and in tlie courfe of a very 
long and ingenious explanation, urged, that in every view of the fubjedt, re- 
lating to the extenflon of commerce, both domellic and foreign, to the cn- 


method propofed will not enable the parliament 
to give immediate eafc' to his majed) 's fnbje6ts, 
by taking oli' Tome of the ta.Kea which are mod 
burthenlome to the poor, and efpecially to the 
maniifacdiirers ; For, by the fird propol'al, the 
fame annual intered which is now paid, viz. 4 per 
cent, is to be contin||fd for 47 years ; and coa- 
fecpiently the taxes by which that intered is 
raifed mud be continued for that term, which 
will give but fmall relief to the prefent gene- 
ration. And in all the other cafes, the annual 
intered mud be augmented, indead of being re- 
duced ; for if the proprietors of^. 20,000,000 
of the public debts could be fiippofed to ac- 
cept any of thefe annuities upon the terius 
]>ropofed, the annual intered mull then be in- 
creafed in the following manner, viz. 

For 3 r Years 200,000 ] 

2.3’- Years £. 400,000 

19 Years £• 600,000 
16 Years £, 800,000 

i3 j Years £, 1,000,000 
12 Years £. 1,200,000 

Fourthly, I obferve, That the other part of 
the fcheme, which relates to annuities upon 
lives, is liable to the fame objection : for if the 
propofed annuities are taken at a medium of 
8i- i^er cent, and the lives are fnppofed at a 
medium to continue 18 years (which very 
nearly coincides with the rules laid clowm for 
finding the number of years due to any given 
life) then it will be evident, that a further 
iutereft of 4 ^ per cent, mud be raifed to pay 


fuch annuities, which will more than double 
the prefent annual intered. 

“ Fifthly, 1 1 is to be obferved, that this fcheme 
is not calculated for the good of the whole, 
but, according to the old proverb, to rob Peter 
to pay Paul, or, to remove* the burthen Iroin 
one part of the community, and lay it U|)oii 
another, and upon that part too u hich hath 
already contributed no led than fix fiiillings 
and eight-pence in the poimd towards Icffening 
the public debts. I am unwilling to charge 
the author with an intention to opprefs the 
proprietors of the public funds, though liia 
fcheme manifedly tends to it : but why does 
his tendernefs lie all on one fide ? Is there no 
pact of it due to thofe widows and orphans, 
who have no other way of fubfidcnce, but the 
income of fmall fortunes in government fecu- 
riiics ? For my part, I cannot perceive the ho*^ 
nefiy or policy of eafing one part of the com-t 
munity, by didrtfiing another ; neither can I 
apprehend any wildom or jndice in making 
invidious didiindions between the landed and 
monied intered, fince it is in a great meafiwe 
owing to thofe, who ventured their fortunes in 
the public funds, that the Protedant yxirt of 
this nation have any lands or liberties left. I do 
therefore hope that their prefent intered will 
not be ieflened ; but if nothing elfe will ferve, 
I am perfuaded I can pro|x>fe a way of tloi ng 
it that will be the lead inj*urious to them of any 
that can be thought of, which, if called upon, 
1 am ready to publifli.” 


couragement 
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Period VI. courj^ctncnt of induftry, the increafc of population, the augmentation of the 
1734101737. manufaftures, and the improvement of agriculture, this plan would be at- 
< — ■ -K'*- * tended with tire moft extenlive and beneficial confequences. He laid, that 
even thofe public fecuvitics which bore an interell of three per cent, only, were 
fold at a premium in ChaH^e Alley : he was, therefore, perfuaded, that all 
thofe who were willing to give a premium for a three per cent, lecurity, 
would gladly lend their money to government for the lame interefl:, fliould 
books of fubfaiption be o])ened for that purpofe, with an aliurance, that no 
part of the principal Ihotild be paid off for fourteen years. He expatiated 
, on the national advantages that would accrue from a redudion ot interefl. 
From a long feries of calculations, he inferred, that in a very little time the 
interefl upon all the South Sea annuities would be reduced from four to three 
per cent, without any danger to public credit, or breach of public faith ; that 
then the produce of the linking fund would amount to fourteen hundred 
thouiand pounds per annum, to be applied only towards redeeming the ca- 
pital of the fevorai trading companies : he proved that this meafure would 
bring ev'ery one of them lo much within the power of parliament, that they 
would be glad to accej^t of three per cent, interefl on any reafonable terms ; 
in which cafe the finking fund w'oukl rife to one million fix hundred thou- 
fand pounds {ler annum. Then the parliament might venture to annihilate 
one half of it, by freeing the people from the taxes upon coals, candles, leap, 
leather, and other fuch impofitions as lay heavy upon the poor labourers and 
manufaiflurcrs : the remaining part of tlie finking fund might be applied to- 
wards the difeharge of thofe annuities and public debts, which bore an in- 
terefl of three per cent, only, and afterwards, towards diminifliing the capitals 
of the feveral trading companies, till the term of fourteen years fhouki be 
expired; then the finking fund would again amount to above a million 
yearly, which would be fufiicient for paying them off, and freeing the nation 
entirely from all its incaimbrances 

Jnciircaiy Walpole, among others, replied to this flratement, but his arguments were 
«)|^io!cd by confiiicd to fljcw that the time was improper for theredudlion of interefl -}'. He 
Ualjiole. convinced that the projiofal, in the fliape it was offered by Sir John 

Barnard, was neither expedient or pradicable. It became neceflary tliere- 
fore either to amend or throw it out. To throw it out by direil oppofition, 
was not in his power, as notwithffanding its incrcafing unpopularity without 
doors, it ilill feemed agreeable to the general fcofe of the houfe, and was 
warmly fupported by many of the mentbers who were perfonally attached 

• Chandler. Smollett’s Hiftoty of England, vol. 3, p. 521. f Chandler. 
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to him. His confidential friend, Mr. Howe, who, in confequence of the Chapter 47. 
uniform fupport which he gave to his adminiftration, was afterwards created 1737. 

lord Chedworth, had propol'ed the fcheme in the warmell terms of appro- -n— ' * 

bation. He had faid that the country gentlemen would be benefited by the 
reduction ; that the landed interefl; required, and were intitled to relief, 
that the land had hitherto been loaded with all the burthens, while the 
funds had borne none ; and that their necefiities had arifen from the 
abundance of the ftocks *. Under thefe circumflances, Walpole, appre- 
henfive that it would be carried with all its imperfedtions, adopted indiredl 
means of throwing it out. At the dole of the debate, his friend Win- Propofal cx- 
nington propofed to extend the redudion to all the redeemable debts. He 
obferved, that he would not enter into the queftion, whether a reduc- 
tion of interell would tend to the advantage of the nation, or whether the 
natural interell of money lent on public fecurity was below three per cent. 

But fliould both be ivfolvcd in the affirmative, according to the principles 
of the bill, he mull condemn the injullice and partiality of confining the 
l(||tidion to the South Sea annuities. He was of opinion, that it ought 
to be extended in its operation to all the public creditors. Thefe, he con- 
cluded, were his fentiments, and if they were approved by the houfe, he 
Ihould move for refolutions to redeem all public debts that were redeemable 
by law, and to enable the king to borrow money at three per cent, for that 
purpofe. 

Thefe obfeiwations feemed to meet the general fentiments of the houfe, 
and Sir John Barnard could not venture to oppofe them. He oblerved, 
however, that the propofal was intended to fruftrate his feheme, by intro- 
ducing fuch amendments as muft render it abortive, according to the old 
proverb, “ Grafp at all, and lofe all.” He added, that although govern- 
ment could borrow money at three per cent, fufficient to pay offfo many j:)ro- 
prietors of the South Sea annuities as were willing to accept that interell;, bc- 
caufe their united llock did not exceed twenty-four millions, )'ct it would 
be extremely difficult to obtain fuch a loan as would dilchargc the whole of 
the redeemable fund, which amounted to forty-four millions. But as the 
fcheme, even thus amended, might be produdive of fgnal advantage to the 
nation, he Ihould not oppi^fe it, and he ho])ed the honourable gentleman would 
move for fuch a refolution us he had juft intimated. Two rei'olutions were 
accordingly moved for by Winnington. They contained in fubftance, 

“ That all the public funds, redeemable by law, which carry an interell of 

* Heads of Mr, Howe’s Speech ; Earliamentary Memorandums, Oxford Papers. 
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March 30. 


Morion for 
abolition of 
taxes. 


four per cent, per annum, be redeemed according to the rcrpe< 5 live provifos or 
claufes of redemption contained in the afts of parliament for that purpofe, 
or (with confent of the proprietors) be converted into an intcreft or annuity, 
not exceeding three per cent, per annum, not redeemable till after fourteen 
years. That his majefty be enabled to borrow from any perfon or perfons, 
bodies politic or corporate, any fum or fums of money, at an intereft not 
exceeding three per cent, to be applied towards redeeming ‘ the national 
debt 

Thefe relblutions being reported, and carried by a majority of 220 to 157, 
jn which divifion Walpole appeared in the minority. Sir John Barnard, 
Wortlcy Montague, and the mafter of the rolls, were ordered to prepare a 
bill accordingly J'. 

Sir John Barnard, however, had not fufficient diferetion to be (atisfied 
with this parti.al vidory ; inftead of weakening the refiftance to his favourite 
fclicme, by making it as much as poffible a great national objed, he on the 
contrary united a numerous body of adverfaries, loft the vantage ground on 
which he before ftood, and reduced it to a mere party quellion. He 
lowed up the report by moving, “ that the houfe would, as foon as the in- 
terett of all the national redeemable debt fliould be reduced to jf.3 percent, 
per annum, take off fome of the heavy taxes which oppreffed the poor, and 
ihe nianufadurcr 

His view in making tliis unprecedented motion, W'as to attach popularity 
to his bill ; but it had a contrary effed, for it was proved to be fallacious^ 
illufory, and irregular. It-was fallacious, bccaufe it affumed as fads, ftatc- 
ments that were not true ; that the public impofts fell more heavily upon 
the poor in England, than in other countries, and implied, that the redudion 
of the intereft from four to three per cent, would compenfate for the lofs 
of the revenue, if thofe taxes were aboliflied. It was illufory, becaufe it 
held out a profped of taking off the taxes feveral years before the redudion 
could be effeded ; and it was irregular, bccaufe it bound future parliaments 
to the adoption of a meafure which might not at a future time be feafiblc. 
It was ably and unanfwerably argued by the minitter, and thofe who 
oppofed it, that to-agree to the refolution, would be expofing the public to 
unavoidable difappointment, “ that it would be time enough to come to a 
jcfolution to aboliih fome taxes, wlien the fcheme had taken effed, for if fuch 
a previous refolution iliould be adopted, and the fcheme thould afterwards 
prove altogether abortive, the whole world would laugh at their precipitancy.” 


• Chandler, vol. 9. p. 451. + Journals. 

Timial. Chandler. Journal*. 
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In the fpecch which Sir John Barnard made in defence of this mo- 
tion, he betrayed fuch a confulion of projcds, and indiftindnfel's of ideas, af- 
fumed fo many principles which were untrue, and fo violently tranlgrelfcd 
the bounds of parliamentary cng.igemcnt, that the motion was negatived, 
by 200 againtl 142, and the public clamour very much heightened. 

Under thefe unfavourable circuir.n.ances, the bill, prepared on tlvc bads 
of Winnington’s refolulions, was ])rtil'iiietl to the houfe by Sir John Bar- 
nard, and it was read the firll time. 

On the 29th, the bill was read a fecond lime, and a motion being made 
for recommitting it, it was no lefs rcfolutcly fupported than vigoroutly 
attacked. Several fpeakers on botli fides had been heard before Wal])ole 
delivered his fentiments. 


Chnpter47. 



Rejefted. 


Bit! inti'O- 
d 11 cod. 

April zz. 


He began by denying the truth of an aiTertion, wliich had been atTiduoufly ‘Walpole's 
difleminated, that Sir John Barnard had held private conferences with him, 
and fettled the fchenie then in agitation. He proceeded to review his own 
condud during its progrefs ; acknowledged that he had acquicfccd in the 
committee, but that on the lirft reading, feeling feme doubts on the pro- 
priety of the meafure, he had delired time to weigh maturely its j^neficial 
againft its evil confequences. “ But whatever doubts,” he continued, “ I 
might then entertain, deliberate refledion has removed them, and con- 
vinced me of its inefficiency. 

, “ The meafure is founded on plaufible aflumptions, that it is better to 
pay three than four per cent, and that it is defiruble to difcliarge the debt 
of the nation. Thefe pofitions arc undoubtedly true ; but the quefHon is, 
whether the jnethod propofed to effed them is juft and adequate ? We muft; 
take care not to confound public ncceflity with public utility. Public utility 
differs elfentially from profit or benefit gained to Ihe public; for when pro- 
fit accrues to the public, at the expence of many individuals, it lofes all 
claim to confidcration under the title of public utility. This houfe, in 
carefully attending to their duty as guardians of tlie national purfe, muft not 
forget that they arc truftees for the creditors. We muft not .iffume a rigb.t 
to prejudice the public creditors, or to convert the right of redemption 
which we poffcfs, into a right of redudion, to which vve have no claim. 

Debts not originally fubjed to redudion, are, in that rel’ped, in the fitua- 
tion of irredeemables, and the faith of parliament is equally i^ledgcd to pre- 
vent any redudion without the confent of the proprietors. If we advert to 
the time and manner in which thefe debts were created, every argument 
againft the redudion of intereft, acquires a great additional force. At that 
difaftrous period, the creditors of the South Sea and Eaft India com- 

VoL. I. 3 T panics 
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Pa-iod VL had a power to demand the whole amount of their bonds. Their 

173+101737. forbearance was effontially iicceHary to tlie defence and well-being of 
the community, for, had they perfifled in claiming their principal, the 
whole muft have fallen on the landed intcreft, or the refult miift have 
been fuch as 1 dare not mention, or hardly think of. And is the fervice 
then rendered to the countiy, to be now repaid by a com|>ullary reduc- 
tion of their dividends ? I call it compullbry, for any redutlion by terror, 
can only be deferibed by tliat name. If they are to be fo reduced, the 
pretence is, that it will cafe the current fcrvice, or take oft' ta.xes ; but that 
would be only to take the taxes off others, to be impoied on them, in the mofl 
cruel and infupportable manner. It w-ould be equally juft to take away one 
fourth from the income of every individual, or to deprive him of one fourth 
of his lands or ftock in trade; or rather tlic; in)ufl.icc would be let's in fuch 
cafe, becaufe the national creditor is, by exprefs contrad, exempt from all 
public taxes and impolitions. 

“ Nor is it true that the intcreft proj^rofed is equivalent to the value of 
money, for though money cannot be invefted in the funds withiout an 
advance^ above three per cent, at par, yet all loans on real fecuritics, on 
eftates, or on perfonal fecurities, bear a much higher intcreft. The preference 
given to the funds, arifes from various caufes ; from the facility of receivi.ng 
intereft, chcapnefs of transfer; and from none more than the faith jrlaced in 
the national honour, which is bound to fufl'er no lofs to fall on the public 
creditor. Stock, while the credit remains untarnilhed, is but another name 
•for ready money bearing intereft, a property which in no other cafe can at- 
tach to ready money; and if the confidence now placed in the guardians of 
the public honour is diminifiied, even that advantage will not in future 
tempt individuals to truft their money out of their own cuftody. No di- 
minution of taxes, or other contingent advantage, can compeniate for fuch 
a privation; nor is it to be compared to a repayment of the j.rincipal at any 
time, however inconvenient, for it is not to be fuppoled that any one would 
jrrefer a fudden and abiolutc privation of one fourth of Iiis wh.oic income, 
fo the calual and diftant reilimptlon of 10 or 15 per cent, on his capital, not 
to be cfiedlfd wuliout' an equivalent [xiymcnt, w'hich nnay be delayed by 
accident, or fruftrated by neccffity. 

“ The injuftice of the prefent plan appears in this; that it is calculated 
to mark out all the great companies, and to benefit the borrowers at the 
cxper.ee of the lenders. But this is not the whole extent of the evil. A 
double duty is incumbent on the Icgiflature; to ufe their utmoft exertions 
towards paying the national debt, and to avoid creating diftrcITcs and dif- 

content. 
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content. Now the whole number of perfons intcrefted in tlic flock lobe Ch:!pter47. 

afTcftcd by the propofed mcaliire, is about 23,000, oi' the!;', u])v.Mrds of 1737. 

6,000 arc interefted as executors, adminiftrators, and trullccs, and upwards 
of 17,000 arc poflcllfd only ot turns not exceeding /J. 1,000. 'rhe exteutors 
and trullees niuft necclllirily be infinitely cmban'alicd, eljiccially it thic lums. 
committed to them are fmall, in perfeding the purpofes tor which fh.cy arc 
confided ; and thoio who poffefs fuch final! turns as do not amount to 

£. 1,000, mufl be much diflrelicd by lb unexpeded and wanton a rednclion 

of their income.” 

The minitter, in the courih of rhefc obiercations, took an ample review of 
the bill, which lie fliewed to be unetpia! to the ends it was dtflgned to an- 
Iwer. I'le proved that the alternatives o! (fur propolition produced repug- 
nant and dilcordant etleds ; and that the }ilan was dcilruCtivc of the pur- 
pofes, and inadequate in benefit to the linking fund. 

On this head, he tbould beg leave to take notice of a circumftance that 
perfonally alluded to him. Gentlemen had dilcuircd, in tlic couiic of the 
debate, //'C advantages ^vfuch had been derived from the plan of reducing 
the national debt from fix to five per cent, which he liad the honour of pro- 
pofing to the houfe. They had conceived it impoffiblc for him to refifl a 
fimilar redudion from four to three per cent, without the grolfefl inconfifl- 
cncy. But he was free to dcclarej that he could oppofe the prefent feheme 
without fubjeding himfelf to that imputation. It became his duty, on the 
authority of the former feheme, to give his negative to this, becaufe no two 
fchemes ever differed more widely in their intention, died, and confe- 
quenccs. 

He then ftated the difference between the prefent feheme, and that which 
he had propofed. This feheme, he obfcrvccl, is compulfory, his was op- 
tional, On the former occafion, money was prepared ; on this, it was yet 
to be railed. His feheme laid the foundation, this reveries the whole fyfiem 
of the finking fund. His was founded upon converting numbers of years al 
higher rates, into perpetuities at lower rate's. This plan eflabiifhes terms of 

aiicr an expira- 
! to lock up 1 !k; 

(inking fund for feveral years, of which the (bondi; term was not lefs than 
twelve, and the longdl forty-feven. Dining this time, all redudion rij 
intereft would be prevented, all abolition of taxes rendered impradicabk.-, 
and a Jieceflity inipofcd of laying frefb burthens in cafe of emergency. Where- 
as his had a contrary tendency 3 a million of the debt might be anniudiy 
difeharged, or fome of the cxifting taxes might be aboUlhed, or the impoji- 

3 T 2 tn-n 


5;eavs at higher rates, in lieu of perpetuities at lower raLcs, 
tion of twenty years of the former terms. This was intenda 
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Period VI. tion of frelh taxes prevented, by applying the furpluffes of the finking fund 
*734 to 1737. to the current fervice. 

^ " The declared Intention of the bill is, to give eafe to the fubjed j and 

the title fpecifies eafe. But its tendency is calculated to violate 

this very princi})le, and to falfify the title, for no eafe can be given, until the 
reduction has taken place, and that event is diftant, uncertain, and preca- 
rious. In faft, the prefent difadvantages of the fcheme propofed by the 
honourable gentleman, evidently appear from the affedation with which be 
expatiated on hh love to pojlerky. For certain it is, that his fcheme can- 
not benefit the prefent generation, but its falutary effeds will principally be. 
confined to thofe who are yet unborn *.’* 

Barnard’s Sir John Barnard faid in reply, “ I am veiy much obliged to the' honour- 

able gentleman, Sir, and therefore, I thank him for vindicating me from the 
imputation of having had any private converfation with him, or of having 
ever had any concert w'ith him, and if he is afraid left people fliould fufpeft 
his having had a hand in the fcheme 1 propolcd to you, I ft) all be equally 
juft to him, by declaring, I never liad any private converfation with him 
about it, nor did I fo much as alk his approbation or confent to what 1 
was to offer j but as to the fcheme as it now (lands, every gentleman that 
hears me, knows it is very different from what I-olTered ; and every one like- 
wife knows, that the new model, which is the model we have now before us, 
if it was not ofiered by the honourable gentleman himfelf, it was at leaft 
offered bj' fome of his friends; and what they propofed was agreed to by 
other gentlemen, in order tliat we might have their affiftance in carrying it 
through. Therefore, the fcheiiic now before you, cannot properly be called 
mine ; and it is very remarkable, that all objeftions made to the bill, are 
only to thofe articles and claufes of it, which relate to the improvements and 
additions made to my feiieme, by the honourable gentleman’s friends -f-.” 

Bill rrjoaeJ. The houfe divided, and the queftion of committing the bill was negatived, 
by 2.49 againft 134 


Wiiipole^s 

iijotivcs* 


It is difficult, without^'arther documents on this fubjed than I poflefs, to 

afeertain 


* Tile liihilancf of this fpcf.ch Is taken 
fror.i poriiaiucntiry niiriUtCh in the haiicUwnt* 
Sir Kobtr: Walpole. Walpole Papers. 

I Chan<iUr, vol. 9, p. 4;9. 

J I have dwelt thus particiilaily on the con- 
/idcration of Sir John Barnard’s fcheme, becaiife 
tJie accounts given by moll writei*s, who Imve 
fallen niuier my obllrvation, are I’uptrficial 
uiui inaccurate. Even Tmdal is unulually 


fliort and barren of Information. Tindal^ 
vol. 20. p. 348. 

Siijollett, excepting a good abftraft of Sir 
John Barnard’s fpeccli, which I have adopted 
in the text, is extremely deficient. He fays it 
produced other debates, and was at laft fo/l* 
{med by dint of minifterial influence. The 
hilfity of this account is evident. Smollett^ 
vol. a. p. 627. 


Beliham 
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afcertain all the motives which induced the minifter to refill the redu< 5 lion. Chapter 47. 
It may be fiaflicicnt, perhaps, to attribute it to a full conviftion, that tlie 1737- 
meafure was highly and generally unpopular. He had rclinquill'ied his fa- 
vouritc excife feheme, notwithllanding the certainly of its beneficial ten- 
dency, folely on that account. It was not to be fuppoied that he would 
promote this feheme, of the good tendency of which he was not affured, and 
which in many reijjedls was partial and unjuft. 

But in addition to this motive, I can fuggcfl two others, which influenced 
his diflent. Firft, he forefaw, from the difputes with Spain, which then 
began to arife, that the nation might be involved in a war, and that govern-- 
ment could borrow with greater facility at four per cent, than at three. 

He was flill more fwayed by another jnotive, which he could not venture 
to dilclofe. He bad already approj^riated part of the furplus of the finking 
fund to the current lervice of the year, and as the meaflire was extremely 
popular, he had refolved, in cafe of emergency, to alienate the whole. But 
his defign would have been fruftrated by this bill, which would have locked 
up the greateft part of the finking fund for fevcral years, and Ivave rendered 
it neceflary to impofe new taxes for the purpofe of fupplying the incidental 
cxpcnccs *. 

An a<il of this fefli on, which is commonly denominated the playhoufc Pkvhoufc 
bill, has expofecl the minifler to no Jels obloquy, from fubfequent writers, 
than his oppofition to the redueftion of interefl. 

Thofc who thus load him with indilcriminate cenfure, and impute this a( 5 t 
folely to his defpotic injluence, have not paitl due attention to the liillory of the 
Englilh ftage, to the i)ower of the lord chamberlain over the j)liycis and 
theatrical reprelcntations, and to the opinion of the moft moderate and belt 
informed magiftrates at the period of pafling this aft, which has been fo nuich 
calumniated, and fo little underllood. 

It is needlefs to difeufs the queftion concerning the neceflity of fixing 
fome bounds to the licentioufnefs of the ftage. The neceflity muft be al- 
low'cd, except by thofe who think it fitting to fubjedl to public mockery, 

Belfliam obferves, A bill was, liowevef, mt on the mftion 0/ the minijler. Bellham,,vol. i. 
ordered upon the bafis of Winnington’s pro- p. 380. 

pofition, which being in the fequel warmly * A reduction of intcreft took place in 1749, 
attacked, and faintly defended, was finally pofi- uponaplan.whichhasbecndefcribcdasfinii- 
foned to a difiant dey, by a motion f the minifier'’ lar, though it is eflentially ditferent from the 
Ih this fliort account there are three errors, original Icliemc proofed by Sir John Barnard. 

It was warmly attacked, but by no means faintly It was finally carried, though not without great 
defended,- It was not finally pofifxmed to a difiant oppofition, by the united influence of the nii- 
day, but the fecond reading was only put off miter and Sir John Barnard, 

for I’even days ; and it was then negatived, but 
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law, government, and religion, and to expole magiftrates, judges, and kings, 
to the pcrfonalities of fatire, buffoonery, and low mimicry. In* all well re- 
gulated governments, the faft has been univerfally admitted, and wherever 
it has not been adopted, the moll fatal confequences have followed. 

Even the freed democracy which perhaps ever exided, that of Athens, 
after having experienced the effcAs of unredrained liccntiournefs in their 
theatrical performances, found it necelfary to remedy the evil, and to limit 
the dage within the boundaries of common decency and judice. 

It ap)pears from the hidory of the Englifli dage, that no period ever exided 
when it was not lubjedl to fuperintcndencc, when players were not licenced, 
and when plays ivere not reviewed and amended, allowed or rejected. Before 
the reign of Henry the Eighth, the jjower of lupcrintending the king’s lumt- 
-ing parties, the direction of the comedians, muficians, and other royal fer- 
vants, aiipointcd either for ufc or recreation, was cxclufivcly veded in the 
lord chamberlain. 

Under him, and fubjeA to his controul, was an inferior officer, who cx* 
orted himfelf on particular occafions for the purpoi’c of regulating pageants, 
jiublic fedivals, and mafqucrades. This man was called by the fanciful 
names of the Abbot of Mifrvle, or Lord of But in the reigii of 

Henry the Eighth, this temporary office was rendered regular and permanent 
by letters patent, and called the office of Mofer of the Reveh *. 

Under Elizabeth, fotne wife regulations, w'ith the advice of Walfingham, 
and co-operation of Burleigh, were made for allowing the ufo, but correct- 
ing the abufe of the dage ; particularly, when the earl of Leiceder obtained 
the lird general licence for his theatrical fervants to acl dage plays in any 
part of England, a provifo was added in the patent, enjoining that a// comedier, 
trnredies, interludes, und flags flays, flmid be examined and alloxved by the mafler 
of the revels. Tims that authority which was before confined to the paf- 
times of the court, was now extended to the theatrical exhibitions of the 
whole kingdom. 

During her reign alfo, the privy council exercifed an authority, Icgiflative 
and executive, over the dramatic world. They opened and flmt playhoufes •, 
gave and recalled licences j appointed the proper ieafons when plays ought 
to be prefented or withheld ; and regulated the conduct of the lord mayor 
of London, and ,thc vice-chancellors of Oxford and Cambridge, with regard 
to plays and players. The privy council gave Tilney, the mafter of the 
revels in 1 589^ two co-adjutdrs, a ftatefman and a divine, to aflift him in re- 
forming comedies and tragedies, 

Officium magiflri jocorum, rtvdorum et mafeonim. 

Thefe 
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Thefe prudent regulations, and the wlfdoni with which they w'ere exer- 
cifed, were attended with the mofl; beneficial effects. The mafler of the 
revels, by regulating the ftage, and reffraining the number of theatres, 
gave greater refj)e6tability to tlie profeffion of a player, and the genius of the 
drama expanded and foared to a greater height, althougli its limits were con- 
tra(2;ed and its flight circumferibed. 

Had not thele wife regulations taken place, Sliakcl'pcarc might Iiavc con- 
fined to burlefque farces, and low buftboneiy, thofe vatt powers of invention 
and defeription which his own language can alone adequately delineate. 

“ The poet’s eye in a fine frenzy rolling. 

Glances from hcav’n to earth, from earth to heav’n. 

And as imagination bodies forth 
Tlie forms of things unknown, the poet’s pen 
Turns them to fliapc, and gives to airy nothing 
,A local habitation and a name 

By the wife and temperate ufe which the mailer of the revels made of 
his power, his weight and influence increafed, and he gradually* appro- 
priated to himfelf the greater part of that authority, which had belonged 
to the lord chamberlain. During the latter part of the reign of James 
the Firfl. and Charles the Firll, it was held by Sir Flcnry Herbert j-, 
nearly allied to the earl of Pembroke, lord ciiamberlain, under whole pru- 
dent management the reputation and confequence of tJie office increaled, 
and produced the moll falutary efiet'fs, until his funblions were wholly llil- 
pended, by the troubles and confufion of the civil wars, and the fanaticifm 
of the republicans. 

On the reftoration of Charles the Second, the mailer of the revels en- 
deavoured to re-affume his former authority, but met with inllipcrable ojrpo- 
fitionfrom the proprietors and managers of the king’s and duke’s companies, 
one of whom had obtained a frcfli licence to aCl jrlays, the other a renewal of a 
former grant. In vain the mailer of the revels a[)|»lied to the courts of juflice 
for redrefs ; in vain he appealed to the fovereign, or to the krrd chamberlain ; he 
was neither fupported by the one, or countenanced by the other j his authority, 

* Midfummer Night’s Dream. Bemerton, known by the name of the divine 

t Brother to the eccentric lord Herbert, of Herbert. 

Cherbury, and of George Herbert, reflior of 
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Period VI. though not overthrown, was confidcrably (haken, and his regulations were 
1734101737. combated and defpifed. 

During this fufpenfion of his power, the particular differences, pretenfions, 
or complaints, were generally fettled by the perfonal interference of the king 
and duke, or referred to the decifion of the lord chamberlain. In con- 
fequence of this relaxation of authority, and the libertine charafter of \he 
court, the theatre was difgraced by the groffefl; ribaldry and obfeenity, and 
the bell authors vied who Ihould produce the mod licentious comedies! 
Ladies could not venture to attend a new play without malks, then daily 
worn, and admitted into the pit, the fide boxes, and the gallery. 

On the death of Sir Henry Herbert, the mallerflfip of the revels was 
conferred on Charles Killigrew, manager of the king’s company. The union 
of thefe two functions increafed the evil, and the fmalleft check was not im* 
pofed on the glaring immorality of the ftage. 

At the revolution, the pow'er of the lord chamberlain over the theatre 
was revived without reftriftion. He opened and fliut playhoufes, im- 
prifoned and licenfed players, correded and rejeded plays. Under him the 
inafter of the revels feems to have recovered fome part of his former power, 
and to have had his fliare in the revolutions of the theatre. He revifed and 
fandioned plays, and his aid greatly contributed to the celebrated conqueft 
which Jeremy Collier, by the publication of his Ihort view of the ftage, ob- 
tained over the immorality of the drama. In this publication, the moft 
proliine and obfeene paffages in feveral modern plays, which had been writ- 
ten by Drj'den, Vanbrugh, Wycherley, Congreve, and the moft admired 
dramatic authors, were deteded and expofed. The truth of his obfervations, 
which all the wit and talents of the authors who were delervedly chaftifed 
could not controvert, produced a furprifing effed ; a general outcry was 
raifed a^ainft the licentioufnels of the ftage, and king William fent the 
following order to the playhoufes : “ His majefty being informed, that not- 
withftanding an order made in June 1697, by the earl of Sunderland, then 
lord chamberlain of the, king’s houfehold, to prevent the profanenefs and 
immorality of the ftage, feveral plays have lately been aded, containing fe- 
veral expreflions contrary to religion and good manners : And whereas the 
mafter of the revels hath reprefented, that, in contempt of the laid order, 
the adors did negled to leave out luch profane and indecent expreflions, 
as he had thought proi^er to be omitted; therefore, it is his majefty ’s 
pleafure, that they fliall not hereafter prefume to ad any thing in any 
play, contrary' to religion and good manners, as they lhall anfwer at their 
utmoft peril.” At the fame time, the mafter of the revels was commanded 

not 
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not to licence any plays containing irreligious or immoral expreffions, and to 
give notice to the lord chamberlain, or in his ablencc to the vicc'-chamber- 
lain, if the players prefumed to a(5l any thing which he had thuck out *. 

But this reformation did not continue long in its full force. As loon as 
the firft awe and panic of the adlors had fubllded, the (lage nearly relapted 
into its former immorality, all attempts to reform it became the objeft 
of theatrical wit, and were ridiculed in plays, prologues, and epilogues. 
Although the new plays were ufually more decent and moral, yet the old 
plays were frequently aded, without beinjg freed from their exceptionable 
paflages. 

Either in confoquence of thofe proceedings, or of foine diiputes which 
arofe between the aftors of the royal theatres, and f)roduced the defer- 
tion of the principal performers from Druiy Lane to the Haymarket, the 
nuifance of playhoufcs, and the condud of the performers, became fo fla - 
grant, that a bill, in the twelfth year of queen Anne, included jdayers, who 
aded without a legal fettlemcnt in the places where they performed, among 
vagrants, and fubjeded them to the fame penalties as rogues and vagabonds. 
But before the beneficial effeds of this ad could have time to operate, 
the death of the queen produced a new revolution in the drama. 

Soon after the acceflion of George the Firft, the power of the maftcr of the 
revels, which had lx:en confidcrably circumferibed, was almoft annihilated ; 
a new patent was injudicioufly granted to Sir Richartl Steele, Colley Cibber, 
and Booth, for ading plays without ful:yeding them to the licence or re- 
vifion of any officer. 

In confequence of this grant, the mafter of the revels was aijridgcd of 
his power, and defrauded of his dues, and liis emoluments were reduced 
to a fmall falary from the exchequer, to lodgings in Somerfet Houle, and 
to occafional fees. 

At the death of Charles Killigrew, the office, thus mutilated, was conferred 
on Charles Henry Lee, and the decline of his power was fufficicntly fliewn 
by the growing licentioufnefs of the ftage, and the nuiperous pieces which 
ponded e qual ly againft religion, decency, and common fenle. 

Althougn^n all the letters patent for ading plays fmee the time of 
Charles the Firft, no mention was made of the lord chamberlain, yet he 
was ftill coafidered as polleffing an abfolute, though an undefinable autho- 
rity over the ftage, which he had occafionally cxercifed. The perfonnance 
of feveral theatrical pieces had been prevented, particularly Lucius Junius 

* Tindal, rol. 14, p. 473. 
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Brutus, a prologue of Drj'den to the Prophetefs, Mary Queen of Scotland* 
and recently Polly, the fequel to the Beggar’s Opera. 

But as this exercife of his power had been always attended with much 
unpopularity, it was ieldom exerted. Numerous theatres were erected in 
different parts of the metropolis, in which the aftors performed without 
.licence or authority. To prevent this, feveral attempts were made to enforce 
the laws then cxifting. An adlor, who j^erformed on the theatre of the 
Haymarkct, without licence, was taken from the ftage, by the warrant of 
a juftice of peace, and committed to Bridewell, as coming under the penalty 
of the vagrant adt. The legality of the commitment was difputed ; a trial 
enfued ; it was decided, that the comedian being a houfekeeper, and hav- 
ing a vote for eledf ing members of parliament, did not come within the de- 
feription of tlie faid aft ; and he was difchaiged amidft the loud acclamations 
of the populace. The iflue of this trial gave full fcope to the licentiouf- 
nefs of the ftage, and took away ' all hopes of reftraining the number of 
playhoufes. 

From tliis reprefentation of the ftate of the drama, it is evident, that 
fome reformation was indifpenfably neceflary. The juinifter himfelf had 
long feen that neceflity. The obloquy which purfued him was not confined 
to the prefs ; the ftage was made the vehicle of the moft malignant farcafms, 
not exprefled in the elevated tone of tragedy, or c . uched in fentiments and 
language perceptible only to men of refined undciftandings, but his perfbn 
was brought on the ftage, his aftions malig">cd, his meafures mifreprefented 
and arraigned, and his conduft made the fpt 't of the populace, in all the 
petulance of vulgar farce. He was unwilling, ho'wever, to make this a per- 
fonal confideration, but rather a public and national queftion, in which 
the good of the law, conftitution, religion, and morality, was intimately 
involved, and fuch an opportunity feemed to prefent itfelf, when Sir 
John Barnard brought in a bill “ to reftrain the number of houfes for 
playing of interludes, and for the better regulating of common players of 
interludes.” 

On his reprelenting the mifehiefs which theatres had doill||to the city 
of London, by corrupting youth, encouraging vice and debauchery, and 
greatly prejudicing trade, the propofal was at firft received with contempt 
and ridicule, until it was feconded by Sandys, Pulteney, and warmly 
fupported by the minifter himfelf. It was obferved by a member, in the 
courfe of the debate, that there were at that time not left than fix thea- 
tres in London. The houfe being fully convinced of the necelEty of 
the bill, leave was given to bring it in without a fingle dilTenting voice. It 

waa 
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;fras accordingly, on the 3d of April prefented, read the firfltime, and ordered 
to be printed ; notwithftanding petitions againft it from the proprietor of 
the theatre in Goodman’s Fields, and from the malkr and comptroller of 
the revels. It was read a fecond time on the 14th of April. 

The minifter conceived this to be a favourable opportunity of checking 
the daring abufe of theatrical reprefentation, which had arrived to a moll 
extravagant height. It was propofed to inlert a claufe, to ratify and con- 
firm, if not enlarge the power of the lord chamberlain, in licenfing plays, and 
at the fame time infinuated to the houlc, that unlels this addition was 
made, the king would not pafs it. But Sir John Barnard llrongly ob- 
jected to this claufe. He dechred that the power of the lord chamber- 
lain was already too great, and had been often w'antonly exercifed, parti- 
cularly in the prohibition of Polly, He fliould therefore withdraw this bill, 
and wait for another ojrportunity of introducing it, rather than ellablilh by 
law a power in a fingle officer fo much under the direction of the crown, 
a power which might be exercifed in an arbitrary manner, and confequcntly 
attended with mifehievous effeCls. 

The attempt of Sir John Barnard having thus failed, the immorality 
of the drama increafed, and the moft indecent, feditious, and blafphemous 
pieces were performed, and reforted to with incredible eagernefs. Among 
thofe who principally fupported this low ribaldry, was the celebrated Henry 
Fielding, who, though he never flione in the higher line of perfcCl comedy, 
wrote thefe dramatic fatires in a ftyle agreeable to the populace. One of 
his pieces, called Pafquin, which was aded in the theatre at the Haymarkct, 
ridiculed, in the grofleft terms, the three profeffions of divinity, law, and 
phyfic, and gave general offence to perfons of morality. “ Religion, laws, 
government, prieils, judges, and minifters,” obferves Colley Cibber, “ were 
laid flat at the feet of the Herculean fatirift, this Drawcanfir in wit, who 
fpared neither friend nor foe, who to make his jwetical fame immortal, like 
another Eroftrates, fet fire to his ftage, by writing up to an aCl of parlia- 
ment to demolifh it.” 

This piece ^was peculiarly offenfive to the minifter, becaufe it contained 
many perfonal allufions and inveClives. But as he was not willing to employ 
the power of government in a mere temporary prohibition of this and other 
performances, which would have been extremely unpopular, and not attended 
with permanent effeCls, he wifhed to avail himfelf of the prefent flagrant 
abufe, to prevent future reprefentations fo difgraceful and indecorous. 

In the courfe of the feflion, an opportunity offered, which he did not 
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Ferioc! VI. Omit to feize. <jiflrarc!, the manager of Goodman’s Fields theatre, brought 
1734 t737' farce, called the Golden Rump, which had been propofed for exhi- 

v». ■ ,,.^1 j bition ; but it is uncertain whether the intentions of the manager were to re-« 
quell his advice on this occafion, or to extort a fura of money to prevent its 
reprefentation. 

The miniftcr, however, paid the profits which might have accrued from 
the performance, and detained the copy. He then made extradls of the 
moft exceptionable paliages, abounding in profanenefs, fedition, and blat- 
phemy, and fubmitted them to feveral members of both parties, who were 
fhocked at the extreme licentioufnefs of the piece, and promifed their lup- 
port to remedy the evil. With their advice, concurrence, and promife of 
co-operation, he read the feveral extradls to the houfe, and a general 
convidlion prevailed, of the neceffity of putting a check to the reprefen- 
tation of fuch horrid etfufions of treafon and blafjjhemy. He aded, how- 
ever, with his ufual prudence on this occafion. He did not bring for- 
ward, as is generally fuppofed, an adl for fubjefting all plays to the licence 
of the lord chamberlain, and rellraining the number of playhoufes, but con- 
trived to introduce it by amending the vagrant adl. 

Bill forlicenf- The bill was called, “ A bill to explain and amend fo much of an afl, 
Ing plays. ntacle in the tw’clfth year of the reign of queen Anne, intituled, an a6l for 
reducing the laws relating to rogues, vagabonds, fturdy beggars, and va- 
grants, and fending tlicm whither they ought to be fent, as relates to the 
commoji players of interludes Leave was accordingly given to bring it 
Blay so, in, and Pelham, Dodington, Howe, the mailer of the rolls, the attorney 
and folicitor general, were ordered to prepare it. During its rapid progrefa 
through the houfe, certain amendments were made, and two claufes were 
added. The firft, which occafioned fo much obloquy, empowered the lord 
chamberlain to prohibit the reprefentation of any theatrical performances, and 
compelled all perfons to fend copies of any new plays, parts added to old plays, 
prologues and epilogues, fourteen days before they were aAed, and not to 
perform them, under forfeiture of ^.50, and of the licence of the houfe, if 
any fuch exifteci, in which the play was adled. The fecond, which is laid 
to have been added at the inftigation of Sir John Barnard, operated in rc- 
ftraining the number of playhoufes, by enjoining, that no perfon ftiould be 
authorifed to ad, except within the liberties of the city of Weftminller, and 
where the king fliould refide -f*. 

The 

* Journals. to be afted. reprefented, or performed, any in- 

t «. Eve^ perfon who lliall for hire, gain, terlude, tragedy, comedy, opera, play, farce, or 
«r reward, aA, reprefent, or perforin, or caule other intertainmeut of the lUge, or any part 

or 
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The bill is generally faid to have been warmly oppofed in both houfes; Chapter 47. 
but it is remarkable thit no trace (excepting the fpeech of lord Chefier- 1737* 
field) of this oppofition is to be found in the periodical publications of the ^ 

times, which are filled witli accounts of the other debates. It is alio 
certain, that not a tingle petition * was prefented againll it, and not a 
Angle divifion appears in the journals of either houfe. Striking proofs, if any 
were ftill wanting, to flicw the general opinion in favour of its nccefiity. 

The ditpatch with which it was carried through both houfes, affords addi- 
tional evidence that it fcarcely niet with any rcfiftance. The bill was or- 
dered to be brought in on the 20th of May, read the 24th, a fccond time on 
the committed to the whole houfe 3 ordered to be re])orted, 

with amendments, on the 26th, reported on the 27th, all amendments bur 
one agreed to, and the bill ordered to be engroU'ed j pafled on the lirfl of 
June, and Mr. Pelham ordered to carry it to the lords. It was read the firfl 
time on the fame day, the fecond time on the 2d, after a debate, carried in 


or parts therein, in cafe fuch perfon (hall not 
have any legal lettlemeut in tiie place where 
the fame fliall be reprefeiitcd, or per- 

formed, without authority, by virtue of letters 
patent from his inajefty, his heirs, fucceflbrs, or 
precleceflbrs, or without licence from the lord 
chamberlain of his majefly^s houfehold for the 
time being, (liall be deemed a rogue and a vaga- 
bond, within the intent and meaning of the 
faid recited a^l, and (hall be liable and fubjct^f 
to all fuch penalties and puniflimcnts, and by 
fuch methods of conviction, as are inflicted on, 
or appointed by the fiid aft for the punifhment 
of rogues anci vagabonds who (l)ail be found 
wandering, 

2. Any perfon having or not having any 
legal fettlement, who lliaTl without fuch autho- 
rity or licence, aft, &c. for hire, &c. any in- 
terlude, See, every fuch perfon (hall, for every 
fuch offence, forfeit the fum of fifty pounds, 

3. No perfon (liall for hire, &c. aft, &;c* 
any new interlude, See. or any part or parts 
therein, or any new aft, feene, or other part 
added to any old interlude, See. or any new 
prologue or epilogue, unlefs a true copy thereof 
be fent to the lord chamberlain of the king’s 
houfehold, &c. fourteen day$ at leall before the 
afting, Sec. together with an account of the 
playhoufe or other place where the fame Hiall 
be, See. the time wherein the fame (liall be firft 
afted, &c. (igned bv the mailer or manager, or 
one, See. of fuch playhoufe, &c. 


It (liall be lawful for the fiid lord chamber- 
lain, as often as he (hall think fit, to prohibit 
the afting, &c. any interlude, &c. or any aft, &c. 
See. thcreot, or any prologue or epilogue ; and 
in cafe any fuch perfons fliall for hire, Sec, aft, 
any, Sec. &c. before a copy fliall be fciit as 
aforefaid, or (liall for hire, &c. Sec. contrary to 
fuch prohibition, even' perfon fo offending 
(liall, for every fuch offence, forfeit the fum oi 
fifty pounds, and every grant, See. (in ca(e 
there be any fueJj) under which the fiid maf- 
ter, Sec. fet up or continued fuch playhoufe. 
Sec, (hall ceafe. 

4* That no perfon or perfons fliall be au- 
thorized by virtue of, &c. from his majefly, 5 rc. 
or the lord chamberlain, to aft, Sec. any inter- 
lude, &c. in any part of Great Britain, excejit 
in the city of Wcllminfter, and within the li- 
berties thereof, and in fuch places where his 
niajefty, Sec. fliall refidci and during fuch refi- 
dence only. 

* # * «• • * « 

5. If any interlude. Sec. fliall be afted, &:c. 
in any houl'e or place, where wine or other li- 
quors fliall be fold, the fame (hal| be deemed to 
be afted, Sec. for gain. See. Statutes at larg<^ 
17 G. 2. c. 28. 

^ Sir John Hawkins, in his Life of John- 
fon, aflerts, that the manager of Goodman’s 
Fields prefented a petition againft it, and was 
beard by coiinfel, but this petition was prefent- 
ed againft Sir John Barnard’s bill in 1755* 

tlic 
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the affirmative } the third time on the 6th, returned to the commons on the 
Sth, without any amendments, and received the royiil aflenl on the 21 ft. 

It is moft probable that lord Chcfterfield alone fpoke againft the bill, and 
that his fpcech, fo defervcdly admired, has been repeated by fublequent 
writers who copy each other, until a violent oppofition to the meafure has 
been fuppofed, which never cxifted. 

Cheftcrficld did not confine his exertions to the houfe, but wrote againft 
the new adr, in a paper called Common Senfe j his arguments have little to 
recommend them, at a time when the propriety and utility of the meafure 
igainll which they were direifted, is generally conceded. The fatal evils 
which were predidted as the certain confequences of this bill, perpetual Ila- 
very and the introdudlion of abfolute authority, have not followed ; the good 
effects w hich wereexpedled from it, have been confirmed by never failing ex- 
perience. While it fupprefled the licentiournefs, it has not deftroyed the 
fpirit of the drama ; wit has not appeared lei's lovely and attradling, in pro- 
moting virtue and curbing vice with decency, than .in recommending treafon 
and obfeenity ; nor are the (hafts of ridicule rendered ufelefs, becaule, while 
they have picl'erved the power to do good, they are divefted of the power to 
do mifehief. “ The fafts, which have been detailed, evince, with I'ufficient con- 
vidtion, that this adt of parliament merely reftored to the lord chamberlain, 
the ancient authority which he pofleffed before the appointment of the 
niafter of the revels ; armed him with legal powder, in the place of cuftomary 
privilege 3 anti enabled him to execute, by warrantable means, the ufeful, but 
invidious trufts, which experience had long required, and policy at length 
conferred 

• Journ,!!* of the Lords and Common#, don IVfagazine, 1 737. Maty’s Life of Chef- 
ChSndler, for 1735. l.ords’ Debates, 1737. terfifUl. Hawkins’s Life of Johnfon, p. 75. 
Colley Cibber’s Apology. Teremv Collier’s Smollett, voL 3. p. jas* Burn’s Juftice, ar» 
View of the Immorality and Profanenefs of tide Players. Chalmers’s Apology for the Be- 
the EngVrflj Stage. Tindal, vol. ao, p. 350. lievers of the Shakfpeare MSS. p. 471 to 543; 
Oldmlxon, vol. 3. p. 193. Introduflion to to wbofe elaborate refearches on this fi}bje£t 
Jliographia Diamatica. Gentleman’s and Lon- I have been principally indebted. 
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CHAPTER THE FORTY-EIGHTH: 

1737 - 


Origin and Progrefs of the Mifunderjlanding between the King and Prince of 
fVates. — Application to Parliament.— ‘Conduit of Walpole — of Lord Chancellor 
Hardwicke — of Oppojition. 

T his year was marked by two domeftic events, which proved highly 
prejudicial to the influence of Sir Robert Walpole, and greatly con- 
tributed to liaften the clofe of his adminiftration ; the public oppofition of 
the prince of Wales, and the death of queen Caroline. 

Frederick Louis, prince of Wales, was born in 1707, and continued at 
Hanover until he had attained the twenty-firft year of his age. 

George the Second had found, from his own experience, the embarraflments 
to which government might be expofed from the oppofition of the heir ap- 
parent, and dreaded the arrival of a fon who might irritate the ftateof parties, 
and increafe the ferment arifirig in the kingdom againft the meafures of the 
cabinet. He had from time to time deferred his removal from Hanover, and 
did not fend for him to England, until a concurrence of circumftances ren- 
dered it impolitic to permit his longer refidence on the continent. 

Clrmcurs were juftly railed in England, that the heir apparent had re- 
ceived a foreign education, and was detained abroad, as if to keep alive an 
attachment to Hanover, in preference to Great Britain. The miniflers at 
length ventured to remonftrate with the king on the fubjed:, and the privy 
council formally reprefented the propriety of his refidence in England. The 
king, however, ftill hefitated, when an event occurred, which decided his 
choice, and induced him to accelerate the prince’s departure from Ger- 
many. 

A long negotiation had taken place between the houfes of Brunfwick and 
Brandenburgh, for a double marriage between the prince of Wales and the 
princefs royal of Pruflia, and the prince royal of Prulfia and the princefs 
Amelia. This n^tiation had commenced in the reign of George the Firft, 
and was eagerly promoted by his daughter Sophia Dorothy, who had 
efpoufed Frederick William, king of Pruflia. Both parties leemed to have 
defired this union with equsd anxiety ; but the capricious and brutal tem- 
per of Frederick William, and his fudden feceffion from the treaty of 
4 Hanover, 
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Manover, had fo highly offended George the Firft, that he ccafed to favour 
file propofed intermarriages. Still flirt her obftades were thrown in their way 
at the acccffion of George the Second. The two kings, from their early years, 
liad formcti a violent antipathy to each other. The lyftcm of politics 
adopted by England increaled this mifunderftanding. Frederick William 
had bern lured by the Emperor to join the allies of Vienna, in oppofition to 
thofe of Hanover, and his recruiting officers frequently made illegal inrol- 
inenis on the Flanoverian territories. 

In vain tlie queen of Pruffia endeavoured to reconcile her hufband and 
brother, and to promote the concluGon of the family union, which flic lb 
eai nt'fllv defircd. The antipathy of the two monarchs increafed inftcad of 
.abating ; and the king of Pruffia was endeavouring to arrange another alii* 
ance for his Ion and daughter, which both they and his queen highly depre- 
cated. 

During the progrefs of this affair, the prince had formed an attachment 
-to the princefs of Pruffia, and by the fecret information of his aunt, the 
queen of Pruffia, was aj^prized that her daughter felt an equal affedion for 
him. 

The jnince was now twenty-one ; his paflion was inflamed by oppofition, and 
being filled with apprehenfions of lofing theobjed of his afFedion,he adopted 
an expedient wliich proved the ardour of his attachment. He fent La 
Mothe, a Idanovcrian officer, to Berlin, who obtained a private audience of 
the queen, in which he told her that he was commanded by the prince to 
tleclarc hir rcfolution of repairing incognito to Berlin, and fecretly efpoufing 
her daughter, if the king and queen of Pruffia would fandion this flop with 
their ajiprobalion. At the fame time he entreated the queen that it fhould 
be communicated to no one but the king. The queen received the melTage 
with a tranfport of joy, approved the defign, and promifed to keep the fecret 
inviolable. The next morning, however, flic difclofed it to Dubourgeay, 
the Englifli envoy, obferving, that fhe believed him to be fo much her friend 
as to partake of her fatisfadion. Dubourgeay exprefled his concern that fo 
important a fecret fliould be confided to him, and declared it his duty to 
fend immediate information to the king of England. The queen, confeious 
of the error which fhe had unwarily committed, conjured him not to betray her 
confidence, but he perlifled in bis refolution j and a mefleftger was imme- 
diately dil'patched *. The queen was greatly embarrafled at this unexpeded 
incident, but ^ruffed that the affair might be concluded before the return of 

* Polnitz, Hiltoire des auatre demiers Souverains dc la Malfon de Brandeboiirg Royale de 
RrulTe, tom. a. p. i$a*i84. 
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the meflenger from England, and fo fanguine were tlieir hopes of fuccefs, 
that the king of Pruflia came from his hunting feat to Berlin, expefting the 
daily arrival of the intended bridegroom. 

But while they were indulging thefe hopes, infonnation was received 
that the prince had been fent for to England. George the Second, on the 
intelligence from Dubourgay, difpatclied colonel Launay to Hanover for 
that purpofe. The prince received thefe commands with refpeft, and in- 
flantly obeyed them. At the conclufion of a ball, he fet out from Hanover, 
accompanied only by Launay and a fingle donielfic, traverlcd Germany and 
Holland as a private gentleman, embarked at Helvetfluis, and arrived at St. 
James’s, where he was coldly received by his father. 

For fome time after his arrival in England, the novelty of his fituation, his 
little acquaintance with the language, his total ignorance of the coiiflitution 
and maimers of the country, and the dread which he feems to have enter- 
tained of his father’s indignation, kept him in due fubmillioni and pre- 
vented him from oi>enly tellifying his diflatisfadlion. But as he incicafed in 
years, and became confeious of his dignified ftation, the cflrangement of Iiis 
father, and the reftraint in which he was kept, naturally difgufied a young 
prince of high fpirit, and increafing popularity, and the rclcntmcnt which 
he had conceived againft his parents, excited an antipatliy to the minifler, 
in whom they had placed implicit confidence. As he had a taftc for the 
arts, and a fondnefs for literary puriuits, he fought the I'ocicty of perfons 
who Were moll confpicuous for their talents and knowledge. Ho waS thrown 
into the company of Carteret, Chetlerfield, Pulicney, Col>ham, and Sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham, who were contidcred as the leading characters for wit, ta- 
lents, and urbanity. * 

His houfe became the rendezvous of young men of the highefl cxpedla- 
tions, Pitt, Lyttleton, and the Grenvilles, whom he afterwards took into his 
houfehokl, and made his aflbeiates. Tlie ufual topic of converfation in 
fcle<5t fociety, was abufe of the minifler, and condemnation of his meafures, 
urged with all the keennefs of wit, and powers of eloquence. The prince 
found the men whole reputation was mofl eminent in literatufc, parti- 
cularly Swift, Pope, and Thoinfon, adverfe to Walpole, who was the objc<5l of 
their priv'ate and public latire. 

But the perfbn who principally contributed to increafe his refentment 
againft the kiiig, and to foment his averfion to the minifler, was Bolingbroke, 
who was charafterifed by the firft poets of the age, as tl»e “ all accomplifiicd 
St. John, the mule’s friend.” The prince was fafeinated with his converfa- 
tion And manners. His confident alfcrtions, and popular declamations, his 
VoL. I. 3 X affeded 
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affc(fVed zeal to reconcile all ranks and deferiptions, the energy with whiclt 
he decried the baneful fpirit of j)arty, and his plaufible theories of a perfeiSt 
government, without influence or corruption, acting by prerogative^ were-cal- 
culated to dazzle and captivate a young prince of high fpirit and £mguine 
difpolition, and induce him to believe that the minifler was forming a 
fyftematic plan to overthrow the conllitution, and that the caufe of oppo- 
fition was that of honour and liberty. 

So early as 1 734, tlie mifunderflanding between the father and fon had 
increafed to a very alarming degree, and the prince, encouraged by tlie op- 
pofition, took a very injudicious ftep, which was calculated to provoke the 
king, and occafion an immediate and open rupture. He repaired to thc- 
anti-chamber, and witliout any previous arrangement, requefled an imme- 
diate audience. The king delayed admitting him till he had fent for Sir 
Robert Walpole, on whole arrival, he exprefled his indignation againfl his Ion,, 
and w^ould have proceeded to inftant extremities, had not the minifter con- 
trived to calm his refentment. He ftrongly inculcated moderation, and per- 
fuaded the king to hear with complacency what he wifhed to communicate. 

On being admitted, the prince made three requefts, in a tone and manner 
which indicated a fpirit of pcrfeverance. The firft was, to ferve a campaign 
on the Rhine in the Imperial army j the fecond related to the augmentation, 
of his revenue, at the fame time infinuating, that he was in debt ; the third 
was, his fettlement by a fuitable marriage. To the firft and third points, the- 
king made no anfwer j in regard to the fecond, he fhewed an inclination to 
comply, if the prince would behave with due refped to the queen. 

The king had fuppreffed the emotions of his anger on thefe demands of 
his fon j but his refentment broke out with redoubled violence, when ru- 
mours were circulated, that the prince would apply to parliament for an 
augmentation of his revenue. The queen exerted all her efforts to foften 
the kbg’s indignation, and the minifter ufed every argument which polic)r 
fu^efted to incline him to moderation, and to induce him not to drive the 
prince wholly into the arms of oppofition. Thefe exertions had a temporary 
effed *. The rupture was lufpended, and the hopes of oppofition were 
difappointed. 

The paffion which the prince had entertained for the princefs Frederica, 
being thwarted by his parents, preyed upon hk mind and increafed his dif- 

• Lettrede Monf. de Lofs ik Monf. de Bruhl, fans datte ; de Monf. Johni Monf. Von Hagen, 
16 de Juillet 1734. Correfj>eadei><ce. 

guft. 
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giill, and when the propofal of another union was imparted to him, be remoii- Chapter 48. 
Itratcd with great marks offOfFended fcnfibility, and exprefled his repug- 1737. 
nance to cl’poufe a princcfs wliom he had not feen, inilcad of one whom he 
iiad feen and ajiproved. When the arrangement was made for his marriage 
with Augufta, princefs of Saxe Gotha, the prince of Wales fent for baron 
Borck, the Pruffian miniftcr, and complained, with much indignation, that 
the king his father compelled him to renounce all hopes of efpoufing a 
Pruffian princefs. He rcqueflcd him to lay his grief before the king 
his mailer, and to aflurc him that he wa^ determined to have refilled all 
compulfion, and w'as only induced to agree to the alliance with the princefs 
of Saxe Gotha, on being informed by his mother, that the king of Pruffia had 
refufed to give him his daughter in marriage. He expreffed his heartfelt 
regret that he was not permitted to have the honour of forming an union 
with a family which he loved more than his own, and to which, from 
his earlicil infancy, all his defires had been direded } he hoped, neverlhelefs, 
that the king would not withdraw his favour and friendlhip. He teflified his 
concern, that he was to be conneded with a houfe from which he could not 
exped that fupport, which he ffiould have found in the king of Pruffia, and 
lamented his hard fate in being condemned to remain under the feverc con- 
troul of the queen his mother. He concluded by obferving, that he mull 
fubmit to his deftiny, that he could not fee, without grief, the king of Eng- 
land difdaining the friendfliip of a great monarch, without w'hich the ruin of 
his houfe rauft infallibly enfue *. The letter, in which Borck gave an account 
of this indifcrect conference to his mafter, fell into the hands of the king, 
and greatly irritated his inflammable temper. 

On the 27th of April 1736, the prince of Wales efpoufed the princefs of 
Saxe Gotha, in whofe beauty, accomplilhments, and virtues, he forgot his 
former paffion. But the marriage did not remove the unfortunate mifunt 
derftanding between the father and fon, it rather had a contrary tendency. 

The increafed expences of the prince’s houfehold, without an adequate increafe 
of income, rendered his fituation ftill more irkfome. His revenue, although 
enlarged from ,^.36,000 to ,^.50,000, with the emoluments of the duchy 
of Cornwall, did not amount to 60,000, a fum the prince and his friends 
deemed infufficient to fupport the dignity of his ftation. It became matter 
of public animadverfion, that out of a civil lift of 800,000, he re- 

• Letter from Borck to the king of Proflln, Deceraber *3, 1735. Orford Pepers. 
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etived only 50,000 a year, although the king, when prince of Wa-Iesr^ 
received 100,000 out of a civil lift of only 700,000. But while this 
was induftrioufly circulated, it was not confidered, that George the Second,, 
when prince of Wales,, had a large family, and that he had I'everal younger 
children, for whom he was to make a provifion out of the civil lift, which 
was not the calc of George the Firft. 

The marriage of the heir apparent greatly increafed his' popularity. The 
affability of his manners, the courtefy of his deportment, were contrafted 
with the phlegmatic relerve of George the Second. His proteilion of letters* 
his fondnefs for the polite arts, and his rifing merits became the favourite 
th^e of popular applaufe, and of parliamentary declamation among the 
members of oppofrtion. 

It is remarkable, that the addrefs of congratulation to the king, on the 
nuptials of the prince of Wales with the princefs of Saxe Gotha was moved 
by Pulteney, and that the principal fpeakers in the prince's praile, were thole 
who uniformly oppofed the mcafurcs of government. It was on this me- 
morable occafion, that William Pitt made his maiden Ipeech, in a ftrain 
of declamation, which a contemporary hiftorian deferibes as not inferior to 
the great modek of antiquity, “ it being more ornamented than Demol- 
thenes, and lefs diffufe than Cicero Both he and his friend Lyttleton,. 
who alfo firft I'poke on the fame occafion, deferibed the prince as a moft 
• dutiful fon ; defcanted on his filial obedience and refpeflful lubmiflion to the 
will of his royal parents, and expatiated, vyith oftentatious energy, on his ge- 
nerous love of liberty, and his juft reverence for the BritiQi conftitution. In 
affefting to praife the king, for having gratified the impatient willies of a 
loyal people, they gave the prior merit to the prince, for having requefted 
a marriage fo neceffary to the public good, and aferibed only a fecondary 
merit to the king for granting this requeft. 

The manner ^n which this debate was conduited, the warm panegyric 
beftowed on the prince, the cold praifes given, to the king, and the acrimoni- 
ous cenfures of the minifter, gave great offence, and tended ftill farther to 
widen the breach. 

At length the roifunderftanding arofe to fo- great a height, that the 
prince threw himfelf into the arms of oppofition. Bolingbroke, who had. 




* TiniUL 


t Chandler, vol. 9. p. 222. 



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

long advifed the moffc violent proceedings, now laid d<jvvn a lylleniatic p 4 an 
of proceeding to be followed by the prince, the firll ttej) of which . was 
an emancipation from all dependence on the crown, by the acquifition of 
a permanent allowance of £. 100,000 per annum, which the king fhould be 
compelled to grant, at the remoaftrance, and under the guaranty of parlia- 
ment. 

From the time that this feheme was firll fuggefted by Bolingbroke, and 
which had been unadvifcdly infinuated to the king, in 1734, before it was 
maturely weighed, the prince feems to have perfifted in his refolution of ap- 
pealing to parliament. Soon after his mari'iage, he mentioned his intention 
to the queen. The queen, perceiving that any advice would be inelFe(Tual,'af- 
fec'lcd to conlidcr it as an idlo and chimerical feheme ; Ihe treated it as a jell, 
and declared that there was not the leafi: profpedl of liiccefs. But her remon- 
ftrance had no cffedl. Urged on by Bolingbroke, whofe lad advice, before 
his retreat into France, was to purfue unremittingly this one favourite ob- 
jedl, the prince at length determined to lay his cafe before parliament. He 
accordingly applied to the moll refi:)e<dable member of oppofition, without 
any previous intimation, not with a view of alking advice, but of demand- 
ing fupport.. Pulteney, though furprifed at the unexpefted requeft, de- 
clared a hearty inclination on his own part to promote the meafure, but 
added, that he mull confult his friends. Finding, however, the prince deter- 
mined to perfevere, he engaged for the unanimous confent of his particular 
friends, and offered to make the motion himfelf. Sir John Barnard promifed 
his fupport, and Sir William Wyndham anfwered for the Tories ; oblerving, 
that they had long defired an opportunity of Ihewing their regard and attach- 
ment to- the prince; He alfo declared, that all his party were anxious to 
prove by their zeal, the falfity of the reproaches cafe againft them, tliat they 
were Jacobites, and to fliew that they were mifreprefented under that name. 

Dodington, afterwards lord Melcombe, was the firll perfon conneded 
with' government, , to whom the prince imparted his defign, and to him it was 
declared only on the 7th of February. Dodington gave a llriking proof of 
firmnefs and integrity, by declining to fupport a feheme pregnant with fo 
many evils, and raade .ftrong and fenfible remonflrances to induce the prince 
not. to prefs any farther a meafure which mull render all 'who voted defpe- 
rate either with the polTeflbr of, or fucceffor to the crown i but all his eftbrts 
were inelfedual ' 


• Codington’s Diaty. . 
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No information was conveyed to the king, and the miniiler did not re- 
ceive the leafl intimation of the bufinefs, or even furpeA it, until the 13th 
of February. He was never before engaged in any tranfadlon which gave him 
more concern or greater embarrairment. . He was aware iliat ^OyOoo a 
year was inadequate to the dignified ftation of the heir apparent, and yet 
convinced that tl\e king, incenfed as he was againd his fon, could not be 
pert'uaded to incrcafc that allowance. He was not how'ever intimidated by a 
dread of offending the heir apparent, wlio might one day become his mafter, 
and did not ffirink from his duty to his fovereign and to his country; but 
refolved to lui)port the king in his juft^prerogative, and to oppofe a meafurc 
which he confidered as no Icfs unconftitutional than difrefpeftful. He la- 
mented, howev’er, that the king had imprudently delayed to make the prince 
a permanent allowance of 50,000 a year, in the lanie manner as George 
the Firff; had granted liis allowance when prince of Wales, and that he had 
not fettled a jointure on the princefs. Walpole was not ignorant that the 
prince derived from thefe circumflances juft caufe of complaint, and that 
until that was removed, the oppofition would Irave great advantage in the 
argument. In confequence of thefe fentiments, lie ufed all his efforts to ob- 
tain a conceflion of thefe points, and finally conquered the repugnance of 
the king. 

But the ungracious manner in which this w'as offered, widened rather than 
repaired the breach. The minifter fummoned a meeting at his own houle, 
at which were |)refent, the dukes of Ncwxaftle, Grafton, and Devonlbire, the 
earl of Scarborough, Horace Walpole, and lord Hardwicke, recently nomi- 
nated lord chancellor, on the death of lord Talbot *. Walpole informed them, 
tliat he had, though not without the greatefl difficulty, prevailed on the king to 
render the prince’s allowance independent, and to fettle the princefs's join- 
ture, and that his majefty had been pleated to give him authority to an- 
nounce to the houfe of commons, when the motion was made, his confent to 
both thefe points. The chancellor objefted, that if this declaration fhould 
be firft made in the houfe of commons, without properly acquainting the 
prince, or his treafurer, it would have the appearance of an intended fur- 
prife. He added, that the friends of the royal family might think them- 
fclves ill ufed, if they w'erc reduced to fo great a difficulty as that of voting 
in. a difputc betw'een the king and the prince, when perhaps fuch previous 
information as he recommended might have prevented the motion. 

• Lord Hardwicke has left a circnmftantial which I have felefted the moft interefting par- 
narrativc of this important traiifa^ion, horn ticulars. Hardwicke Papers. 
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To this fenfible rcjirefentation, the minifter replieth that it was in, vain to 
imagine tlie king could be reduced to lb low an aft of lubmifiion, as to per- 
mit any private communication of this kind, after the Heps tlic prince had 
already taken. The luggeilion, licwcver, of tire chancellor naulc a clue 
imprelhon, and Walpole perfuaded the king to lend a meflage to the prince, 
by Ibmc of the lords of the cabinet council. 

Accordingly, on the day which lord Hardwicke received the great feal, 
while he was waiting in the antichamber with the dukes of Ncwcaflle and 
AYgyle, the earl of Wilmington, and other lords of the council. Sir Robert 
Walpole came out ot the king’s chamber in a great hurry, holding a paper 
in his hand. Calling all the lords of the cabinet to the upper end of the 
loonvhe then read to them a draught of a mclllrgc, in his own hand writ- 
ing, and acquainted them, that it was the king’s pleafure, that it Ihould 
be immediately curried to the prince by the lord chancellor, loiJ prelident, 
lord fteward, and lord chamberlain. 

The draught was not fairly tranfcrlbcd, and feveral of the lords complained, 
that the whole bufinefs was tranfafted with fuch precipitation, that fuHicient 
leifure was not allowed to confider the terms of the meflage. The time 
prefled extremely, and the place was highly improper for fuch momentous 
confultation. For the company which aflTembled to attend the levee filled 
the room, and could not avoid hearing many of the things which palled in 
the courle of converfation. The chancellor, however, ventured to objeft to 
the expreflions, “ the- undntiful meafures zvhick his majefty is informed your royal 
highnefs intends to purfnef but it was replied by the minifter, tliat iJie king 
infilled on the word undutiful, and that it was with great difficulty lie was in- 
duced not to add feverer epithets. The chancellor, however, perfifting in his 
objeftion, the word intends., was changed for hath been advifed to purfue. 

The chancellor took Walpole afide, and cxpoftulated with him on the 
hardlhip of making fuch a dilagreeable errand the firll aft of his office. 
Tlie minifter anfwered, that he had hinted this to the king, as far as he durjl 
venture in fo nice a cafe, but the king prevented all farther difeuffion, by ex- 
claiming, my chancellor fhall go. 

The expoftulations of the chancellor, however, produced a variation in 
point of form j inftead of only four oflicers of the crown, the whole cabinet 
council was ordered to attend with the meflage. It then growing late. Sir 
Robert Walpole acquainted them that bufinefs of confequence was expefted 
in the houfe of commons, that he and Sir Charles Wager mult attend, and 
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J^criod VI. both went away, leaving the foul draught of the meflage. Lord llaj', 

1734:01737. under a pretence of attending the houfe of lords, alfo retired. 

When the ceremony of giving the great feal was over, the remaining * 
• lords of the cabinet deliberated in the council chamber on the mode of exe- 
.cuting their charge. The meflage was not yet copied, and a rumour was 
circulated, that the prince was going to the houfe of commons ; the lord 
Reward and the lord chamberlain* were deputed to inform him, that the lords 
of the cabinet were ordered to attend with a meflage from the king, and re- 
quelled to know wiiere he would receive it. He anfwered, in his own apart- 
ment, As'foon as the fair copy was compared with the draught, the lords 
went to the prince, and being Ihewn into the levee room, the chancellor 
killed his hand, on being appointed to his high office, and received his con- 
gratulations. The door being then doled, he read the meflage over audibly 
and dillindly, as follows : 

“ His majefly has comm.anded us to acquaint your royal highnefs, in his 
name, that upon your royal highnefs’s marriage, he immediately took into 
liis royal conlideration the fettling a proper jointure upon the princefs of 
Wales i but his fudden going abroad, and his late indifpofition lince his re- 
turn, had hitherto delayed the execution of thefe his gracious intentions j 
from which Oiort delay his majefly did not apprehend any inconveniences 
could arife, efpocially fince no application had, in any manner, been made to 
him upon this fubjed by your royal highnefs : and that his majefly hath now 
given orders for fettling a jointure upon the princefs of Wales, as far as he is 
enabled by law, fuitable to her high rank and dignity, which he will, in proper 
time, lay before his parliament, in order to be rendered certain and.efledual, 
.for the benefit of her royal highnefs. 

“ The king has further commanded us to acquaint your royal highnefs, that 
although your royal highnefs has not thought fit, by any application to his 
majefly, to defire, that your allowance of £, 50,000 per annum, which is now 
paid by monthly payments, at the choice of your royal highnels, preferably 
to quarterly payments, might, by his majefly’s further grace and favour, be 
rendered lefs precarious, his majefly, to prevent the bad confequences which 
iie apprehends may follow, from the unclutiful meafures, which his majefly 
is informed, your royal highnefs has been advifed to purfue, will grant to 
your royal highnefs, for his majefly’s life, the faid 3^.50,000 per annum, to 

* The lord chancellor, the carl of Wil. of Newcaftle, the earl of Pembroke, groom 
mington, the dukes of Dorfet and Grafton, the of the ftole, the carl of Scarbr«*jV ^'t^d lord 
rfukc'of Richmond, niafter of the horfe, the Haningtoa. 
jiuke of Argyle^ commander in chief, the duke 

toe 
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be ifluing out of his majefty’s civil lift revenues, over and above 5?our royal chapter 48. 
highnefs’s revenues arifmg from the duchy of Cornwall, which his majefty 1737, 
thinks a very competent allowance, confidcring his numerous iflue, and the 
great expcnces which do, and muft neceflarily attend an honourable provi* 
lion for his whole royal family.” 

The chancellor having concluded, there was a Ihort paufe, and a profound The prince 
filenCe enfued. The prince looking about him, laid, my lords, “ Am I to re* 
turn an immediate anfwer?” to which the chancellor replying, “ if your royal 
highnefs pleafes,” the prince then delivered a verbal meliage to the following 
import: 

“ He delired the lords to lay him, with all humility, at his majefty 's 
feet ; and to alTure his majefty that he had, and ever Ihould retain, the ut- 
moft duty for his royal perlbn j that he was very thankful for any inftance 
of his majefty’s goodnefs to him, or the princefs, and for his majefty’s gra* 
cious intention for fettling a jointure upon her royal highnefs ; but that, at 
to the melTage, the affair was now out of his hands, and therefore he could 
give no anfwer to it,” After which, he ufed many dutiful exprelTions 
towards the king, and then added. Indeed^ my lords, it « in other hands, / 
am firry for it, or to that eftetft. He concluded, with earneftly defiring the 
lords to reprefent his anfwer to his majefty in the moft relpeftful and dutiful 
manner*.” 

When this anfwer was reported to the king in the evening, by the lords, 
he looked difpleafed, but made no reply. 

The fituation of the minifter was rendered more embarraffing at this parti- Situation of 
cular period, from the ill health of the king, who was at that time fo indil- d»c minifter, 
pofed as to give real apprehenfion, that he could not long furvive. Hence 
Bolingbroke, in a letter-^ to Sir WilliamWyndham, exprefles his aftonifliment 
at Walpole’s imprudence, in offending the heir apparent, wlio was likely to 
become his mafter, and the duchefs of Marlborough thought his condud no 
lefs incomprehenfible L This circumftance had given to oppofition a great 
acceftion of ftrength, but had no efiedt on the condudl of Walpole. 

On the 22d, Pulteneymade his motion for an addrefs, requefting the king Motion in 
to fettle 100,000 a year on the prince of Wales, and the fame jointure on 
the princefs as the queen had when fhe was princefs of Wales, affuring the ^ commjos. 
king, that the houfe would enable him effedlually to fulfil the fame. 

• Chandler, vol. 9, p. jui, 503. ^ . medies they applied, Ills fever leflened, .and 

f Correfpondence^Fsb.3, 1738. Period Vn. was better. However, the phyficians fay, 

j [Feb, o. 1736.] Heard this &zy, from a that if he does get over this illneis, he i annot 
pretty good hand, tliat his majefty has been live a twelvemonth. Opinions ol the Diichefi 
worfe than they cared to own, but upon re- of Marlborough, p. 46. 
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feriod VI. The great points vs^iicli Pulteney, and thofe who fupported the motion, 
j7K toi737. laboured to prove, were, that the prince bad a claim to the propofod allow- 
ance, founded on equity and good policy, and a legal right, founded on law 
and precedent, and that the revenue of the civil lift had been granted to 
George the F'irfl, and afterwards augmented under George the Second, on 
the exjneh, or at leafl iniplicd, condition, that, out of that revenue, the 
film of J[,. 100,000 fhotikl be ref'erved for the prince of Wales, as a perma- 
nent and indopcjuient efialdiflimenl, wliich tlic king had it not in his power 
to withhold. Pultcncy fupported the principles on which the motion was 
founded with great ability, and with a long feries of hiftorical references to 
heirs apparent aiKl prefumptive to the crown, who, he maintained, had re- 
ceived an independent and permanent allowance. He concluded by antici- 
pating feveral cogent objedions to the propofed addrefs, ariling from the 
impropriety and indecency of interpofing betw'ecn th.e king and the prince; 
between the father and the fon, and of kiteifering with the prerogative of the. 
crown. 

The miniftcr in reply, began by obferving, that he never rofe to fjjcak upon 
any fubjeft with a deeper concern, and a greater reluftancy, than he did on 
the prel'ent important affair. He expreffed the concern and embarraffment 
under which moft members of that houfe muft lie, in giving their votes or 
opinion ; if they declared in favour of the motion, tlicy muft feem to injure 
the royal father, their fovereign, or by declining the motion, feem to injure 
the ro)'aI fbn, and aj)parent heir to the crown. But he would declare 
his fentiments with freedom, becaufe, from his pcrfonal knowledge of the two 
great chaiaders, he was fatisfied that neither of them would think himfelf 
injured, becaufe any gentleman gave bis opinion or vote freely in parlia.- 
ment ; and he was convinced that the prince of Wales had fo much wifdom, 
and fuch a true fenfe of filial duty, that he would never confidcr as a favour 
beftovved on him, wli.at had the leaft tendency towards offering an indignity 
to his father. 

He fupported tlie prerogative of the crown, and the right of the king to 
diipofe of his civil’ revenues, without the interference of parliament, and to 
liiffer no controul in the management of his own family. In the courfe 
of his fpeech, he communicated the fubftance of the meffage which Jiad 
been fent by tlie king to the prince, and declared that 50,000 a year, 
exclufive of the revenues arifing from the duchy of Cornwall, was a com- 
petent allowance, and as much as the king could afford out of the civil 
lift. He expatiated on the impropriety of parliament’s interpofing be- 
tween 
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tween the father and fon, deprecated the attempt to make a breach be- Chapter 4*. 
tween them, entered into an hiilorical examination of the ilveral j^rccedents ith- 
mentioned by Pultency, and denied that any foundation for fuch a par- * 

liamentary interpolition could be fountl, except tliat precedent 

under Henry the Sixth, whole ivign was to weak, that tlic parliament i’ound 
it neceffary to atfumc I'evcral rights and privileges, to whicli tltcy wore not 
properly entitled. He declared, tliat the priiwc had neitlier a claim from 
equity or good policy, and Hill lei's a riglu, founded on law or precedent, 
and he mentioned that the revenues oi the civil iill had been granted un- 
conditionally to the king, without the moll dillant aJlulion to a llipulation, 
that 100,000 per annum fliould be paid to the prince of Wales. 

The reafons urged by Walpole, in contradidlion to thofe advanced by op- 
pofition, fufficiently proved, to all dilpaflionatc pvrfons, that the motion vv;is 
not founded on law, good policy, or precedent, and were not invalidated 
by the reply of Pulteney, in fumming up the arguments on both tides. 

But a confident andplaufible aflertion, advanced by a fupixjrter of the mo- 
tion, made a deep impreflion on the lioufe, and feemed to vindicate the 
proceedings of the prince, and to arraign the conduct of the king. 

“ By the regulation and fcttlcment of the prince’s houllrold, as nradc 
fome time fince by his majefty himfelf, the yearly cxpencc comes to 63,000, 
without allowing one fliilling to his royal highnefs for adls of charity and 
generolity. By the mefliigc now before us, it is propofed to fettle upon him 
only £. 50,000 a year, and yet from this fum we mull dcdudl the land tax, 
which, at two thillings in the pound, amounts to,^. 5,000 a year, we mull like- 
wife dedudl the fixpenny duty to the civil lift lottery, which amounts to£. 1 ,250 
a year, and w'e muft alfo dedudl the fees payable at the exchequer, which amount 
to about jf. 750 a year more, all thefc dedudlions amount to £. 7,000 a year, 
and reduce the/J. 50,000, propofed to be fettled upon him by the meflage, to 
£. 43,000 a year. Now as his royal highnefs has no other cllate but the duchy 
of Cornw’all, which cannot be reckoned, at the moft, above £. 9,000, his whole 
yearly revenue can amount but to £. 52,000, and yet the yearly cxpencc of 
his houfhold, according to his majefty’s own regulatioii, is to amount to 
.f. 63,000, without allowing his royal highnefs one (Ivilling lor the iiidul- 
gence of that generous and charitable dilpohtion with whicli he is known to 
be endued in a very eminent degree. Suppofc then we allow him but 
jf. 10,000 a year for the indulgence of that laudable difpolltion, his whole 
yearly cxpencc, by his majefty’s own acknowledgmciit, muft then amount to 
£. 73,000, and his yearly income, according to this meliagc, can amount to 
no more than 5 2,000, is this. Sir, ftiewing any rcfpedl to liis merit ? Js 
this providing for his geiicrofity ? Is it not reducing him to a real want, 
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even with refped to his ncceffities, and confequently, to an ■unavoidable 
tlcpcndanee, and a vile pecuniaiy dependance too, upon his father’s minifters 
and fervants ? I confefs, Sir, when I firfb heard this motion made, I was 
wavering a good deal in my opinion ; but this meflage has confirmed me : 1 
now fee, that without the interpofition of parliament, his royal highnefs the 
j-rince of ^V’ales, the heir ajrparcnt to our crown, muft be reduced to the 
greatcll ftraits, the moft infufferable haixKhips 

Full credit was, at the time, given to this ftatement, as well becaufe it was 
often tat ioufly dil'played by two of the prince’s fervants during the debate, 
as becaufe tlie mini tier, to prevent great heats and animofities, made no im- 
mediate ani'wer, and feveral perfons were induced by this reprefentation to 
vote in favour of the motion, which was negatived by a majority of only 
234 againfl 204-}'. 

This fmall majority of 30 would have been reduced to a minority, had 
Sir William Wyndham been able to fulfil the promife of fupport, which 
he made to the prince in the name of his party. But forty-five Tories con- 
fklered the interference of parliament as hoflile to the principles of the 
Biltitb confiitution, highly democratic, and fuch a dangerous innovation, 
that they quitted the houfe in a body before the divifion ; an act highly 
honourable to thofe who refufed to facrifice their principles to their party. 

On the 23d, the fame motion was made in (he houfe of peers by lord 
Carteret, and a fimilar debate enfued. It was negatived by a large majority 
of 103 againll 40, and a proteft was inferted only by fourteen peers J. 

Rut although this unconftitiitional propofition W'as thus thrown out in 
parliament, yet the fmallnefs of the majority in the lower houfe, proved the 
difficulties under which the miniftcr laboured. His caufe was highly unpo- 
pular. The oppofition introduced the queftion in eveiy Ihape and form 
which was moft likely to attract the public attention, and in the periodical 
papers and pamphlets, written with all the addrefs and fubtlety which the 
talents of the great leaders of the minority could fupply. Among other 
])amphlcts which w’ere circulated with zeal, and read with avidity, 
was one intitled, “ A Letter from a Member of Parliament to his 
Friend in the Country, on the Motion for addreffing the King to fettle 
/. 100,000 per Annum on his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales.” This 
w ork w as written with fuch an air of candour, and plaufibility of argument, 
and yet contained fo much bitternefs and acrimony, that the minifter him« 
felf revifed the.anfwer, which was compofed by lord Hervey, called “An 
Examination of the Fads and Rcafons contained in a Pamphlet intitled, 
A Letter, &c.” In this work. Sir Robert Walpole made feveral infertions, 
^ Ch.ii)dler, f Journals. } Lords’ Debates. 

which 
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which prove the importance of the letter, and which are ftill extant in his 
own hand-writing among the ' Orford Papers. He here commentetl witli 
greater freedom than he could venture to do in parliament, and anfwcred 
the arguments in favour of the motion with more f^Mrit than moderation, 
and more indignation than tem]:>er. 

That part of his infections which is moft worthy of notice, was the anfvvcr 
given to the flatement made in the houfe, refpedting the prince’s eflablifli- 
ment, faid to have been regulated by the. king. From a fair inveftigation 
of the paper which the prince’s oflicers had (hewn to the houfe, he demon- 
ftrated, that it was not an ejlablifhmcnt^ but a calculation founded on the ex- 
penditure of preceding years; that it was cxagt^cratcd and overcharged in 
almofl; every branch, and that fo far from having been regulated by the 
king, his majefty had not even a knowledge of its cxiftence. 

The indiferetion ot the prince in bringing Co unconftitulional a queftion 
before parliament, contrary to the judgment of his real friends; the violence 
of his counfellors, and particularly the petulant and indecorous infinuations 
thrown out againft the queen * in the courfe of the debate, highly offended 
the king, and rendered the breach between the father and fon irreparable. 

Coldiiefs, referve, and diftance increafed. The prince confidercd himfelf a 
date prifoner in the palace of his father, pined for a releafe, and feized the 
firll plaufible pretence of emancipating himfelf from the controul of his 
parents. 

The royal family being at Ilampton Court, the princefs of Wales was The prince 
feized with the pangs of child-birth, and the prince, without the leafl; infima- 
tion to the king and queen, hurried her away to St. James’s, where flic was Court, 
that night delivered of a princefs, before the queen, or any of the officers of July 31, 
ftate, who, fince the revolution, were accuflomcd to be prefent, could ar- 
rive. 

The prince apologized for his abmpt departure to the (luecn, wlio went 
the next morning to vifit the princefs. He obfeivcd, that the fuddennels 
with which his wife was feized, rendered it neceffary to obtain immediate af- 
fiftance, and that it was thought moft prudent to return to London, where 


Chnpter 48, 
» 737 - 


• Walpole having in his fpecch maintained 
that the parliament had no right to interfere 
in the creation or maintenance of a prince of 
Wales, and that in tlie cafe of Richard, who 
on the death of his father, the Black Prince, 
was created prince of Wales, in confequence 
of an addre& or petition from parliament, that 
meafure was in all probability diretlied by Ed- 


ward the Third ; In reply to this alTertion, the 
oppofitioii iiidecoroiifly alluded to the influence 
of queen Carolhic over the king, and her pre- 
ference of the duke of Cumberland to the 
prince of Wales, by obferving, that Edward 
doated in his old age, and wasTohly governed 
by Alice Pierce, and hit /temd fan the duke of 
Lancailer. 


good 



5S4 


MEMOIRS OF 


Period VI« good afliftancc was to be obtained, than wait till the pliyficians and mid- 
» 7 H'« ‘737' wives could arrive at Hampton Court, which might be too lute ; he entreated 
the queen to explain to the king the motives which induced him to retire 
from Hampton Court, without intimating his defign, which the hurry of his 
departure had alone prevented j and he profefled ullb his intention of waiting 
on the king that morning. The queen advifed him to delay this vifit for 
a few days, in which the prince acquiefeed. He repeated the lame apology 
to Sir Robert Walpole and lord Harrington, who had come by the king's 
Rcfentment command to be prelcnt at the birth. The king, however, w'as not moved 

e'f the king, this juftihcation, but refolved to exprefs his refentment in a manner no 
lefs public, than that in which he conceived the indignity was oftered. A 
draught of a melTage was accordingly prepared by Sir Robert \Valpole, and 
iubmitted by him to the confideration of the lord chancellor, lord Wib 
mington, and lord Harrington. The chancellor, with a view to flicw great 
tendernefs to the fituation of the princefs, and to gain time for conciliation, be- 
fore the moft aggravating circumftances of the rupture were rendered per- 
manent, and incap.able of modification, by being committed to writing, dil- 
approx'cd the draught, and propofed another in more foft and gentle terms : 

“ The king hath commanded me to acquaint your royal highnefs, tliat his 
majelly is moft heartily rejoiced at the fafe delivery of the princefs, but that, 
on account of certain circumftances in your royal highnefs’s behaviour re- 
lating to that event, which have given his majefty juft offence, he tiiinks 
it not projicr to foe you, w'ith the particular reafons whereof he will caufe 
your royal highnefs to be acquainted in due time,” 

Lord Wilmington, who fcldom declared himfclf explicitly on any fubjcci, 
I’upported, however, with unufual warmth, the original draught ; and as lord 
Harrington was filent, the chancellor’s alteration was rejeded, and the ori- 
ginal carried. On the 3 d of Auguft, it was font to the prince by lord Eflex, 
the lord of the bedchamber in waiting, and contained thefe words ; 

His reidliigc. “ The king has commanded me to acquaint your royal highnefs, that his 
majefty moft heartily rejoices at the fafe delivery of the princefs, but that 
your carrying away her royal highnefs from Hampton Court, the then refi- 
dcnce of the king, the queen, and tlie family, under the pains, and certain in- 
dications of immediate labour, to the imminent danger aird hazard both of 
the princefs and her child, after fufficient warnings for a week before, to have 
made the neceflary preparations for this happy event, without acquainting 
his majefty or the queen with the circutnftances the princefs was in, or giving 
them the leaft notice of your departure, is looked upon by the king to Iw 
Rich a deliberate indignity, offered to himfclf and to tlie queen, that he has 

commanded 
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commanded me to acquaint your royal highnefs, that he refcnts it to the 
htgheft degree.” 

In reply to this mefli^e, tlie prince ivrote a letter, in which, after expref- 
fing his mortification at having dirpleafed the king, he juftified his conduct, 
repeated the fame motives as he had ftated to the queen in perfon, and rc- 
quefted iJermiffion to wait upon tlie king the next morning. This rcquell 
having been rejedled, the prince repeated, in another fubmiffive letter, his 
earneft hopes of being rettored to favour. No anfwer was returned to this 
ajsplication, but a meflage from the king was conveyed by the carl of Dun- 
more, appointing the baptifm to be performed on the 29th, declaring, that he 
fliould fend the lord chancellor to ftand god-father as his proxy, the queen’s 
lady of the bedchamber for the queen, and defiring the princefs to appoint 
one of her ladies of the bedchamber to reprefent the dowager duchefs of 
Saxe Gotha, the other god-mother. 

The prince took this opportunity to reiterate, both to the king and queen, 
his application for pardon, with increating earneftnefs and humility. His 
entreaties, hovvev'er, had no effeft. The king adopted the violent refo- 
iution of making a total feparation between his family and that of the 
prince, by difmifTmg him from his relidence in the palace of St. James’s. In 
taking this refolution, he was, if not confirmed,, at Icaft not o])poled by the 
minifter. 

The prudence and moderation of the chancellor favv the danger of fuch 
a feparation. However difagreeable his interpofition might be, both to the 
king and Walpole, he thought it his duty to prevent, if pofliblc, fuch extre- 
mities. With this view, he went over to New Park, and hatl a long and in- 
tercfling conference with Sir Robert Walpole *. 

“ He laid it down as a principle, that in this nice affair, two great points 
were always to be purfued. Firfl, the real and effential intcrcfl of the king 
and his family, in which the whole of the kingdom was involved ; atid next, 
the fupport of that authority and reverence, which was due to Ids majcfly. 
That it was the duty of his minifters and fervants to endeavour to combine 
both thefe views, and in their condudl not to lofe fight of either. That he 
could not help thinking, that if there was a difpofition to it, a reconciliation, 
might be effected confiftently with both ■, but if that fhould be found im-- 
poffible, a total feparation mull indeed be fubmitted to. However, he 
be^ed leave to lay before him feveral confiderations, which feemed mate- 

• This conf«Knce is given verbatim, from lord Hardwicke’s intcrefting narrative before men- 
tioned. 
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Period VI. rial in this great qneflion, fome whereof diftinguiflied the cafe from that of 
1734101737. the quarrel in the iatc reign, and made the prelent breach more formidable. 

i “ I. That it ought to be confidercd what influence it would have on that 
tide of the quellion, which had been once moved in parliament, and was ex^ 
pedled to be brought there again, viz. the prince’s demand of a larger al- 
lowance, and this upon different fuppofltions. It appeared to him, that 
if the king Ihould be finally in the right, and the prince continue, as he was 
certainly at firft, on the affair of the departure, in the wrong, it would 
ftrengthen the king as to that queftion j for nobody could, w'ith any fhadow 
of reafon, maintain that the king could with decency be addreffed to in- 
creafe his Ton’s allow'ance, while he was ftanding out in defiance. But on 
the other hand, it mull be attended to, that this offence was fuch as to ad- 
mit of a fatisfaftion between a father and a fon ; and if the world fliould 
think the prince had made a proper fubmiflion, and yet the king turn him 
out of doors, it would ftrengthen the prince in his demand ; fince it might 
then be faid, that the king had caufelcfsly obliged him to live by himfclf, 
with an increafe of family, at a great expence. He added, that it muft ba 
expeded that even thole who leaft wifhed a reconciliation, \TOuld advife him 
to make fuch a fubmiflion, when they were fure it could not, or would not, 
be accepted. 

“ 2. That in the next place, the lituation and circumftances of the royal 
family deferved the greateft attention. In the late reign, the diflerence con- 
cerned only the king and prince j there were no other children to be affeded 
by it. The moment the breath was out of the late king’s body, it was at an 
end as to the royal family, though particular fubjefts might feel its effects. 
That now the cafe was far different. A queen confbrt, the duke and four 
princefles, not to include the princefs of Orange, muft neceffarily be, to a 
degree, involved in it. If the prince fhould fuiwive his father, he muft, 
and by the courfe of law and nature, ought to reign. All thefe will be more 
or Icfs in his power. The queen polfibly leaft of all is ; but how far* the 
honey-moon of a new reign may carry men as to her large jointure, no one 
can forefee. The others abfolutely. Yet thefe muft now, as they juftly de- 
I'crve, live at court in the fun-fhine of the king and queen’s favour, the 
prince being excluded. This will naturally breed an alienation of affedion, 
great envying and much ill blood, which may break out into fatal confe- 
quenccs when the prince (ball find himfelf their fovereign. Add to this, 
that it is not probable that any fettlement will ever be obtained from the 
parliament to make cadets of the royal family, independant of any perfon who 
hull wear the crown. 
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■** 3. He next confidered the cafe of the prince's children. Either the king Chapter 48. 
muft take the cultody of them, or leave them with his royal highnefs. If he , 
ftiould take them, having a favourite younger Ion, and Icveral daughters, 
juftly dear to him, what jealoufies and fufpicions may not arifc in cale of 
accidents. Malice may even fuggeft what was once believed in France, of 
the late duke of Orleans. If the king (hould fulfer thefe branches of the 
royal family, to remain with the prince, will it not greatly weaken the former, 
and ftrengthen the latter ? And at length, they will be bred up under the 
fame influence which is now objefted to their father. * 

“ 4. As to the adminiftration, what an inundation of penfions did the 
breach in the late reign produce ! What a weight did that bring on my lord 
Sunderland’s miniftry ! And it fliould be confidcrcd whether even that 
miferable expedient will be found pradficable under this king. The prelent 
demands of mankind will rife on one lide in proportion as greater hopes are 
held out on the other. It put lord Sunderland on llrong meafures to lecure 
himfelf, which yet he could not carry. Witnefs the peerage bill, wherein 
were feveral provifions tempting to the Whigs, and yet they rejeded it. 

“5. It will make a coalition between the Whigs defperate and impoflvblc. 

Before this, the Whigs in oppofition wanted a head, became liable to the dif> 
agreeable imputation of conftantly ading with the Jacobites ; had no pro- 
filed of ever coming into any fliare of p<>wer, but by reuniting with their old 
friends. They will now find a head in the prince, and he, being the immediate 
fucceflbr in the proteftant line, will be an irrefragable anfwer to the reproach 
of Jacobitifm. Betides, the Whigs, as a party, will, in good policy, not wifli 
filch a coalition, unlefs it could be accompanied with a reconciliation be- 
tween the father and fon, left it fhould throw the fucceffor wholly into the 
hands of the Tories, and make their caufe defperate when he comes to take 
pofleflion ; whereas, by having one fet of Whigs in the prince’s favour, the 
party will have a fdr chance to be preferved from ruin when that event fliall 
arrive. 

“ 6. Laftly, it muft not be forgot, that if the king flioukl carry his refent- 
ment fo far as to remove his- fon out of his palace, it will be neceflary that 
fome account of a tranfadion of this high nature in the royal family, Ihould 
be given to foreign courts. This meafure was taken in the late reign. If 
the prince fhould at length fully fubmit himfelf to his father, and do that 
which the world (hall judge a complete fatisfadion for the late offence, what 
reafons can openly be affigned to juftify fuch a condud } He would not fay 
that reafons might not be fuggefted, from a feries of condud offenfivc and 
provoking in many other refpeds ; but when once thofe come to be coolly 
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P^odCVr. examined, lie fufpeiJled whether they would be found fuch, as it would be 
1734101737. extremely difficult, if not impoflible, publicly to avow and explain,” 

V-u ntjinifter allowed all thefe to be conffderations of great weight, without 

attempting to take off their force, except as to that of the prince’s children, 
wlio, he faid, were intended to be left with their parents, whilft of tender 
%c, only for nurture. The great point on which he laid his ftrefs, was that 
the king had now an advantage, by the prince having put himfolf fo much 
in the wrong, which ought not to be parted with. That he was apprehen- 
live there muff be a total breach before there could be a complete reconci- 
Ration ; and to make up the particular difference about carrying away the 
princcls from Hampton Court, without the grand point, w'ouki not be fo 
much as fltlnning over the fore, which wmufi Infallibly break out again 
worle than ever. That it was impoffibic to reconcile the whole without 
money, and that could not now be obtain d ; neither was it fit to advife the 
king to make fuch an advance, until his fon, by propier afts of fubmiflion, 
and declared alteration of condudf, Ihould put himfelf in a condition to de- 
fer ve it. 

“ As to the fubmilTion already made, he enlarged much on the offenfive 
behaviour to the queen ; and in particular, objefted that, although the king 
in his meffage bad charged the /atJ to he a high indignity to himfelf and to the 
queen, the prince had not in any of his letters afked her pardon, or fo much 
as made an excufe to her majefty for what he had done.” 

“ Hereupon, the chancellor took occafion to obferve, tliat this was ma- 
nifellly the game of thole advifers of the prince, who intended to prevent a 
reconciliation 3 and as this laft was their point, they could not play their 
cards better. That confequently the mofl effedual method of difappointing 
it mull be the beft play on the other fide : and as the queen had great ta- 
lents, as well as great power with the king, would not it become her wil- 
dom to fupprefs the woman’s refentment, and take the contrary part ta 
. that into which thefe men wilhed to drive her .?* That in his opinion, if her 
majefty continued unmoved by their ill ufage, and in fpite of all their pro- 
vocations would reconcile the father and fon, Ihe would endear herfelf to the 
nation more than ever, and make an ablblute conqueft of all her enemies at 
once.” 

Thefe fenfible reprefentations not only had no effetfl: on the minifter, but 
even feem to have made a contrary imprelfioni for he faid afterwards to 
fome of his friends, The lord chancellor made me a. long vifit, and 
talked like an angel on the fubjeft of the prince, yet 1 thought his argu- 
ments made for my conclufion rather than his,” whkh induced the chan- 
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cellor to lament the ihortncfs of human forcfight, and exclaim, in the words 
of Virgil, 

** Nefcia mens hominum fiiti, fortifque futurse, 

Et fervare modum rebus fublata fecundis. 

“ Turno tempos erit, magno cum optaverit cmptuni, 

“ Intadlum Pallanta et cum fpolia ifta diemquc 
« Oderit 

Although it cannot be denied that the conduft of the prince had given 
great and delerved offence to the king and queen, and that in particular his 
behaviour to the queen had been highly difrefpeftful, yet it cannot at the 
lame time be fufEciently lamented, that the niiniftcr involved in the interefts 
of party, the feuds of the royal family. He confidered the ftruggle as much 
between himfelf and oppofition, as between the king and prince, and 
knowing the prince’s averfion to his rninittry, viewed a cordial reconciliation 
as tending to his removal. 

Under thefe impreffions he had drawn up, by order of the king, the fub- Farther pro. 
ftance, of a meffage to be delivered to the prince, ordering him to remove 
from the palace of St. James j and he communicated it confidentially to 
the lord chancellor, the duke of Newcaftle, and Pelham, for their opi- September j, 
nion, before it fhould be llibmitted to the whole council. He produced 
two letters, fent by the prince to the king and queen after the chrillening ; 
and acquainted them, that the king was not fatisfied with the flibmifTion 
made by his fon. That with regard to the king himfelf, they were mere 
words, and calculated to be offenfive and provoking to the queen. That 
none of the letters contained any alTurance of a change of condudt, or of 
afting in fubordlnation to his father’s will for the future. That he was cu> 
tirely under the influence and direftion of perfons whom the king had 
thought fit to remove from his councils and fervice, and who were in a de-J 
termined oppofition to all his meafures; and that lord Chcfterfield and lord 
Carteret were known to be with him in private every day, and were called 
into his f:lofet after the levee, as regularly as the king’s miniflcrs were called 
into his. He. recapitulated many particulars, to fliew that the prince had 

• O mortals ! blind in fate, who never know 
To bear high fortune, or endure tJje low ! 

The time (liall corac, when Turnus, but in vain, 

Shall wilh untouched the trophies of the flain, 

•• Shall wilh the fatal belt were far away. 

And cwrfc the dire remembrance of the day.’* 
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avowedly fet lumlelf at the head of a faction in oppofition to tlie king, and 
that thefe letters were underflood by the king to proceed from their dictates, 
and intended only to aniule and deceive him. That things being in this 
fituation, tlie king had refolved not to permit his fon to refide’ any longer in 
his palace, but to fend an order for his departure, with his whole family, as 
foon as it could be done without prejudice or iirconvenience to the princefs, 
and had commanded him to prepare a draught of a rnefl'age for that pur- 
pofc; which liC the.n read. 

The chancellor and his friends having exprefled their concern, and delivered 
their ojiinion, that fuch a meflage fhould be avoided if poffible, conliftently 
with the king’s hofiour; the minifter replied, that fuch was the king’s final re- 
folution. It was then propoled, that a meflage Ihould be fent to the prince, 
acquainting him with the kind of fubmiflion which was required of him, and 
the alterations in his conduft, which the king expedled as the terms of the 
reconciliation. But the propofal was rejected by Sir Robert Walpole, as 
likely to hr-<-rt mutual altercations, and produce a paper war between the 
king and his ibn, which would be attended with ftill more fatal coniequences 
than taking it fliort at firfi *. 

The draught of the mefTage was then taken into confideration. It was 
couched in very harlh and improper terms, and contained indecorous re- 
fledlions, inconliftent with the dignity of the crown, and the flation of the 
dilputants. A paragraph towards the conclufion, exprelTed a fevere reproach 
on perfons in general reforting to the prince, who did not pay their court to 
the king, but oppofed his tneafures, called them a faction, with othw 
flrong and harlh words. To all thefe, the chancellor obJe<fled, as a llyle 
improper between princes, and indecent from the king to his fon. He, 
thought, if a meflage of this nature muft go, it Ihould be flrong, but full of 
decorum.. Sir Robert Walpole declared his opinion, that, as the prince had 
plainly fet himfelf at the head of the oppofition, it was right to carry the 
war into the enemy’s country. And as they attacked the king through the 
fides of his minillers, to return it by falling on the prince’s advifers. Tq 
this the. chancellor replied, that, as to fuch advilers as fomented this fatal 
divifion in the royal family, the harfhefl words which language could furnifh 
were not too much j but his objeflion was, that, as the draught then flood, 
it comprifed more, and might extend to all that came to the prince, who. 
happened to- differ from the king’s minillers in parliament, and did not come 
to court. That this would include foine perfons of the firft quality and 
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eftates in the kingdom, befides great numbers of others who were only mif- Chapter 48. 
guided ; and as it was probable this paper might one time or other be laid 1737, 
before the parliament, it might give rile to very difagreeable debates and V-i— x— in- 
queftions there. The duke of Newcaftle and Mr. Pelham acceded to his 
opinion ; whereupon moft of thofe expreffions and epithets were at length 
ftruck out, and that remarkable paragraph entirely changed and confined to 
the advifers of the prince, who fomented the divijion in the royal family^ and 
thereby weakened the common intereji of the xvhole. 

On the 9th of September, this meflage was laid before the lords of the 
cabinet council who were not abfent from London *. 

Sir Robert Walpole acquainted them with the fcvcral caufes of the 
king’s difpleafure againft the prince ; ho faid, that for thefe reafons the 
king was of opinion that the families Ihould be feparated, and defired their 
advice on the method of doing it ; that he had, by the king’s order, 
and with his approbation, prepared the draught of a meflage to the 
prince, which he Ihould now fubmit to their confideration. He at the 
fame time intimated, that the king thought the ftyle of the draught full 
gentle enough. He then read the letters which had palled between the 
prince on one hand, and the king and queen on the other i and direfted 
them to obferve the difterence between the narrative of the fa< 5 l contained 
in the firft letter to the king, and the accounts which he gave to the queen, 
as well as to lord Harrington and himlelf, the morning after the labour, 
which laft he read from fome minutes to which lord Harrington had agreed. 

He obferved, with great emphafis, that thefe letters were Ipecious empty- 
words, without any alTurances or alteration of conduft, and laid great ftrefs 
on the variations between the letters to the king, and thofe to the queen, 
and particularly requefted them to remark, that in the letter to the queen, the 
words, your majejly^ were never ufed, but only madame and He then 

sead the draught of the meflTage. 

The lords fufficiently teftified their concern, by their looks- and expreflions. 

They underllood this to be a communication of the king’s determined 
refolution, which was not to be changed. They agreed that he was un- 
doubtedly mailer in his own family, and as he had been highly offended, he 

^ Prefent* Archbilhop of Canterbury Hay— Lord Harrington— Sir Robert WaU 
(Potter) — Lord chancellor— Lord Godol- pole— Sir Charles Wagen 
phin (lord privy feal)— Duke of Grafton Abfent, Lord prefident (in Suflex)— Earl 
(lord chamberlain}— Duke of Richmond (maf- of Scarbro’ (in York(hire> and not fufficiently 
ter of the horfe)— Duke of Newcaftle— >pEarl recovered to attend bufinefs) — Duke of De- 
of Pembroke (groom of the ftole)— Earl of vonfliirc (in Ireland) — DukeofDorftt (at Na- 
mur)— Duke. of Argyle (in Oxfordffiire.) 

was 
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was to judge whether he would forgive 6>r reiecif . They COmfideiedi that 
their advice was only required as to the mdAodt Joot the and -there- 

fore proceeded to take the draught into conlideratioii. A few eitceptions 
w'cre made to -the terms. Two were made by the lord chancellor, the ferft 
to the words, / cannot fuffcr tnyjelf 'to be im^fed ^upon iby theniy as4oo harfh:, 
and not adequate to the dignity of the perfonagcs concerned, he propoled to 
infert, I cannot, conjijiently t/oUh my own honour and authority, them to have 
any weight tvith me. But this alteration was not adopted. The fccond ob- 
jedion was, to tho word rendezvous, as too low and coarfe>j and as all the 
lords concurred in the fame opinion, tt was omitted, and the word refort fuf- 
fered to ftand alone. In the place of, you Jhall not rejide in my palace, in- 
icrted at the projxjfal of the archbilhop, lord Godolphin offer^, / think 
it not Jit that you jhould re/tde in my palace •, an alteration which was af^roved 
by the -chancellor, as expreffive of the king’s opinion, and properly in- 
trodudive of the fubfequcnt command to leave St. James’s. This was re- 
jeded on the obfervatlon of Sir Robert Walpole, that thole words could not 
be confidered as fufficiently ftrong. 

After making a few other verbal alterations of little confequenee, the 
meffage was agreed to, and fubmitted to the final approbation of the 
king ». 

The manner of lending it to the prince was propofed to be by a meflage 
figned by the king at the top, with his name at length, and with the two 
firll letters at the bottom, after the form of inllrudions ; and that an order, 
figned by his majelly, lUould be delivered to the perfons who Ihould be 
charged with carrying it, reciting the meflage in the very words, and com- 
manding them to read it to, and leave it with his royal highnefs. It was 
alfo agreed, that copies of this meflage Ihould be privately delivered to the 
feveral foreign minillers in England, and other copies lent to the king’s 
-minillers -refiding abroad, as a fpecies fa£li, or narrative of the king’s reafons 
for this proceeding w-ith his fon. 

Other particulars were mentioned, and it feeined to be the general fenle 
of the lords that tlicy fliould be regulated in like manner as upon the 
fiparatioH in the latte reign; but it was thought proper to leave them to 
the perfonal direftion of the king hinil'elf, without offering any particular ad- 
vice thereupon. On Saturday, September loth, this meflage, figned as be- 
fore mentioned, was fent to tl^ prince by the duke of Grafton, dqke of Rich- 
mond, and earl of Pembroke, who ha< I a figned order, as above defcribed> for 
iheir juftificatioix. 
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** The profeffions you have; lately made in your letters, of youV particulAr Clmpter 48 , 
«gard to me, are fe contradifl:ory to all your adlions, that I cannot I'uffer ^ >737' 

myfelf to be impofed upon by them. You know very well, you did not 
give the leaft; intimation to me, or to the queen, that the princel's was with The prince 
ehild, or breeding,, until within lefs than a month of the birth of the young 
princefs : you removed the princefs twice in the week immediately preceding James’s, 
the day of her delivery, from* the place of my refidence, in expedation, as 
you have voluntarily declared, of her labour ; and both times, upon your 
return,, you induftrioufly concealed from the knowledge of me and the queen, 
every circumftance relating to this important aflair : and you at laft, with- 
out givir^ any notice to me, or to the queen, precipitately hurried the 
|M^ncefs from Hampton Court, in a condition not to be named. After 
-having thus, in execution of your ow’n determined meafures, expofed both 
(he princefs and her cliild to the greateft perils, you now' plead furprife, and 
tendernefs for the princefs, as the only motives that occafioned thefe repeated 
indignities ofiTcred to me, and to the queen your mother. 

“ This extravagant and undutiful behaviour, in fo cirential a point as the 
birth of an heir to my crown, is fuch an evidence of your premeditated de- 
fiance of me, and fuch a contempt of my authority, and of the natural right 
belonging to your parents, as cannot be excufed by the })retcnded innocence 
®f your intentions, npr palliated or dilguiled by Ipecious words only. 

“ But the whole tenour of your conduft, for aconfiderablc time, has been 
£6 entirely void of all real duty to me, that I have long had reafon to be highly, 
offended with you. 

“ And until you withdraw your regard and confidence from tliofe by whofe 
advice you are direfted and encouraged in your unwarrantable behaviour to 
me and to the queen, and until you return to your duty, you- fliall not re- 
fide in my palace, which I will not fuffer to be made the refort of them, , 
who, under the appearance of an attachment to you, foment the divifion. 
which you have made in my family, and thereby weaken the common in« 
tereft of the whole. In this fituation I will receive no reply ; but when: 
your aftions manifell a juft fcnle of your duty and fubmiffion, may in- 
duce me to pardon, what at prefent I moft juftly relent. 

“ In the mean time, it is my pleafure that you leave St. James’s, with -all 
your family, when it can be done without prejudice or inconvenience to- 
the princefs.- I fliall for the prefrat leave to the princefs the care of my 
grand-daughter, until a proper time calls upon me to confidcr of lier edu- 
cation.” 

All farther application from the ptince being ineffedual, he retired from 
z. the 
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‘iPerrod VI. the palace, to Norfolk-houfe, in St, Jama’s Square, wher(|lje took up his 
I734MJ73?. refidence, and his houfe became the centre of political op|!ofition. The 
i , i.i— Mil king accordingly ilfued an oidcT, forbidding all perfbns who , paid their 
Feb. a;, court to the prince and piincels of Wales, from being admitted into his pre- 
' fence at any of the royal palaces. 

All the correfpondence which paffed between the king, qugep, and the 
prince, on this unfortunate occafion, was publiflrcd, by the authority of the 
court, and didrlbuted to each of the foreign mlnifters in England, and to 
the Britifli eml^afiadors abroad. 

Anger of the the racfTage delivered on the loth of September, contained many re- 

pnrtce. fleflions on tlie prtnee, which no man of honour could forgive *, the mea- 
fure tended flill fartlier to irritate him, and to fvipply an cxcufe for his re- 
fentment to the king, and his deteftation of the minifler, who incurred thd 
principal blame in this whole tranfadion, and was accufedpf fomenting the 
milunderllanding, to lerve hisownfinifter purpoles. The prince gave credit 
to thefe imputations. Walpole was held out as the man who having fo 
often, nay, fo conftantly facrlficed the national intereft to his avarice, his am- 
bition, and his fears, had now facrificed to his paffions the peace of his 
mafler’s family, and taken that opportunity to make him declare a proferip- 
tion to all thofc who oppofed the minifter “j~. 

Review of reviewing the condud of Walpole in this delicate traxrfadion, he cannot 

Walpole's be wholly exempted from blame ; nor is it eafy to afeertain in what degree he 
condud. culpable. He had, on former occafions, eameftly laboured to reconcile 

tlic father and fon, and had infufed into the king a fpirit of moderation 
and forbearance. This cafe was attended with peculiar difficulties, which can 
never be fully appreciated. Lord chancellor Hardwicke himfelf fays, “ Sir 
“ Robert Walpole informed me of certain paffages between the king and him- 
“ felf, and bdween the queen and the prince, of too high and fecret a nature, 
“ even to be trufted to this narrative j but from thence, I found great rea- 
“ fon to think that this unhappy difference between the king and queen, and 
“ his royal highnefs, turned upon feme points of a more interefting and im- 
“ portant nature, than have hitherto appeared J.” 

It is, however, juftly remarked by the fame candid obforver, that thofe who 
attempted to reconcile the breach, were not lillened to on either fide. On tlie 
part of the prince, thofe who wanted to fet him at their head, agairill his 
father’s meafures, feemed to have it in view to write fuch letters to the 
king as might read well when publiflied to the world, be taken for a fub- 

• Opinions of the duchefs of Marlbo* + Lord Bolingbroke to Sir William Wynd* 
rough. ham. Correfpondence. 

) Lord Hardwicke’s Narrative. 
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miffion, and at the flime time cfFcdlually prevent that from Uang accepted, 
by provoking the queen, and thereby cut off the chance of mediation, arul 
fluit the only door through which any reconciliation could eater. On the 
other fide, Sir Robert Walpole feemed to think, that they li.ad now an ad- 
vantage over the prince which ought not to be parted with, and that it 
would be better for the adminiltraiion to have a total and declared Icpa- 
ration, than that things Ihould remain in the precaiious (late in which they 
then ftood *. 

In the courfe of this unfortunate tranladion, the prince gave ligns of high 
fpirit and extreme fentibility i a llriking inftance of which i.s recorded by 
lord chancellor Hardwicke, which I (hall relate in his own words -f. “ On 

the fourth of Auguft, the day of proroguing the parliament, I went to 
St. James’s in my way to Weftminftcr, in order to enquire after the health 
of the princefs of Wales, and the new born princefs. After I iiad performed 
that ceremony, I went away, and was overtaken at the further end of Pall- 
mall, by one of the prince’s footmen, with a meffage that his royal highnefs 
defired to fpeak with me. 

“ Being returned, I was carried into the mirfetyq whither the prince came 
immediately out of the princefs’s bedchamber, and turned all the women 
out of the room. Having laid many civil things, and made me lit down, 
he Ihewed me a meffage which he had received the day before from the 
king, which he faid, he prefumed I, being of the cabinet, inuft liavc Icen 
before. Without flaying for an anfwer, he made a long apology for his 
condud, much to the efled of his firll letter to the king, with this addition, 
that if the king, who was apt fometimes to be pretty quick, Ihould have 
objeded to her going to London, and an altercation fliould have ;wifcn, 
what a condition would the poor princefs have been in ? He then laid, he 
would read me two letters he had written, tlie one to the king, and the 
other to the queen j whereupon I alkcd him whether tliey had been lent, tor 
if tlicy had not, I was determined in my own mind not to have feen or 
heard them read. He anl’wered, they were fent tlie day before by my lord 
jerley, and then read them. He alked me what 1 tliought of them ; at 
which I bowed, and faid nothing. He went on, tiiat uijon (hofe letters the 
king fent word he would not fee him ; but lie dirl jiot tliink lit to let it rell: 
there on his part, and had fent another letter by lord Carnarvon that morn 
ing, which he read, and alked me, if it was not very rcfpeftlul ; this I 
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anfwcred, very rcfpeB/nt', and indeed, it was a much more proper letter than 
the former. * 

“ 1 then proceeded to tell his royal highnefs, that I had heard nothing of 
this unhappy aflair, till my going to Hampton Court on the Tuefday before, 
to congratulate the king and queen on tlie birth of their grand-daughter. 
That I then found their majeftics highly offended with what had palTed, and 
I Ihould be unjiifl to his royal highnefs, if 1 concealed from him, that, from 
th.e cireumflances preceding and accompanying the carrying away the prin- 
cefs, they undt-iflood it to proceed from a deliberate intention to take that 
l^art without their privity. 1 added, that incidents of this nature gave the 
deepeft concern and allliction to every one who wilhed well to the whole royal 
fantily, and to none more than myfelf. That every occafion of that kind 
ought to be removed ■, for that mrion in tire royal family was moft effential 
to the true intcreil and prefervation of it. That the contrary gave the moft 
formidable advantages to their enemies; wl-iereas nothing could hurt any 
branch of it when united. That I hoped his royal highnefs would fliew 
fuch a I'ubmiffion and dutiful behaviour to the king his father in the pre- 
fent junAure, as wovild tend to bring about this union, and that I was fure 
it would be the zealous endeavour of the king’s fervants, and in particular 
of myfelf, to do every thing that might facilitate it. 

“ He anfw'ered, my lord, I don't doubt you in the leaf}, for 1 believe you 
to be (I very honejl 'man ; and as 1 W'as riling up, embracetl me, offering to 
kifs me : 1 inllantly kneeled clown, and killed his hand, whereupon he 
railed me up and killed my cheek. The fccne had fomething in it moving ; 
and my heart was full of the melancholy profpcA that I thouglit lay before 
me, which made me alrnoft bu ill into tears. The prince obferved this, and 
appeared movetl himlclf, and laid, kt ns fit dozen my lord, a UltJe, and recolktl 
enrfehes, that tve not max not po out tbu'. Soon alter which, 1 took ni\’ leave, 
and went dircAlv to t!ic IkiuIc of lords.” 
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CHAPTER THE FORTY-NINTH: 

1737* 

ll/uefs — Forthiuk — and Death of Queen Caroline. — Virtues, — Grief of the Kin^. 

— JJfli£iion of Sir Robert IValpolc. 

I SHALL clofe the tranfaftions of tlic year 1737, with the illucfs jncl Illnefsofthc 
death of queen Caroline, an event highly dilallrous to the country, to 
the king, and to Sir Robert Walpole. This iilullrious and amialjlc woman, 
had been for fbme time in a declining Hate of health. The dlfordcr under 
which flic had laboured, and which occafioned her death, was a rupture, 
which, from motives of delicacy, the had communicated only to the miftrefsof 
the robes, her lavourite lady Sundon : the was even fo imprudent as to conc^cal 
the caufe of her illnels from the medical men who were called in to her relief. 

This falfe delicacj% which was incompatible w'ith her ufual magnanimity, was 
the caufe of her death. For the medicines which were adminiftcred, and 
the methods taken, were diametrically oppofite to thole which would have 
been adopted, had her diforder been known. Judging from the fymjitoms, 
and from her own declarations, the phyficians treated it as a gout in her 
flomach, and adminiftered llrong cordials, which aggravated the malady. 

When the danger became fo imminent as to render tlie concealment im- 
poffiblc, it was too late. She fubmitted in vain to tlie moll [lainful 0 |)c- 
rations, and the furgeon who performed them declared, that if he had been 
acejuainted with her real lltuation two days fooner, h.cr ijicedy recovery would 
have been the confequence *. 

Although rackcil with extreme agony, almoll witliout intermidlon, during 
twelve days and nights, flic liore her fuiferings not (inly witli jwtience and 
relignation, but almoll without a groan, maintaining, to the lall moment of 
her dillblution, ferenity, tcmjier, dignity, greatncls ot liiul, and an unaftebted 
fubmiflion to the ways of Providence. In all this melancholy Icene, Ihe be- 
haved with fuch invariable courtefy to every' one about her, that one of the 
phyficians obferved, he had never met with a Jimilar inflance in the vvliole 

• Letter from Charles Ford to Swift, November 22, 1737. Swift’s Works. 
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Period VI. courfc of his praftice. She repeatedly cxpreffed to her attendants, her 
i734toi7j7. grateful lenfe of their laborious watchings, and diftinguifhed each of them 
with appropriate marks of regard. 

She recommended her fervants, in. the mod afTefting and folemn manner, 
to the king’s favour and protedlion ; extended her concern to the loweft 
of them, and was equally warm in her folicitude for their welfare j recounting 
to him tlic faithfulnels of their refpc(flive fervices. 

Tlii.s firmneis and refignatiun were not the cffc< 5 t of infenfibility or ftoical 
rndiflcrcnce, but derived from the flrongeil exertions of realbn and reli- 
gion. On the licond day of her illnefs, (lie was obferved to died’ fomc 
tears, occafioned cither by the lovvnefs of her fpirits, the anguilh of her fuf- 
fcBings, or by tendernefs for the defjxilr of her family ; flie foon, however, re- 
covered from this debility, and refurned her accuflomed fortitude. Appre- 
henlive that during a painful operation, fhe had fo far forgotten herfelf as to 
ule peevifh expreffions, flje reproached herfelf with having fliewn an unbe- 
coming impatience. 

She frequently declared' that fhe Had made it the bufinefs of her life to 
difeharge her religious and focial duties j flie hoped God would pardon 
her infirmities,, and accept the fincerity of her endeavours, which were al- 
ways intended to promote the king’s honour, and the prot'perity of the na- 
tion. She declared that flic w'as a hearty wcll-wiflier to the liberties of the 
people} and that if flie had erred in any part of her public conduft, it 
arofe from want of judgment, not from intention. 

Death. A little befom fbe died, flie faid to the phyfician, “ How long can this 

lafl: ?” and on his anfivering, “ Your majefty will foon be eafed of your pains }” 
fhe replied, “ The fooner tlie better.” She then repeated a prayer of her 
own compofing, in which there was fuch a flow of natural eloquence, as de* 
monflrated the vigour of a great anti good mind. ^Vhen her fpeech began 
to faulter, and flic feemed expiring, flic defired to be railed up in her bed, 
and fearing that nature would not hold out long enough without artificial 
fupports, flic called to have water fprinkled on her, and a little after defired it 
might be repeated. She then, w'ith the greateft: compofure and prefence of 
mind, requefted her weeping relations to “ kneel down and pray for her.” 
Whiift they wxre reading fome prayers, flie exclaimed, “ pray aloud, that I 
may hear and after the Lord’s prayer was concluded, in which fhe joined 
as well as flie could, flic faid, “ So,” and waving her hand, laydown and 
Nojrcrab. ao. expired 

• The principal circiimftanoes of her death, are. cxtraAed from Dr, Alured Clarke’s Eflay to^ 
wards the Charadkr oi Queen Caroline. 

Having. 
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Having. already diH-uflcd the cliarafter of the queen, I fliall only add 
a few traits to the preceding iketch *. She was blcfl'ed with a natural ferenity 
and cahimeis of mind, and often ex[>reH'ed her thankfulnct's to God, that 
be had given her a temper which was not eafily ruffled, and which enabled 
her to fupport every difficulty. It was truly faid of lier, that the fame foft- 
nefs of behaviour and command of hcrfelf, that appeared in the drawing 
room, W'ent along wdth her into her private apartments, gladdened every body 
that was about her perfon, accompanied her as well in the gay and cheerful 
feafons of life, as under the moll: trying circumftanccs, and did not tail hei; 
even in tlie hour of death itfelf. 

One part of her condurt, which reflefts the Iiigheft honour on Iier memory, 
was her maternal attention to her children, and particularly to her daughters. 
She fuperintended their education, direcled their behaviour, formed their 
manners, and tempered her reproofs w'ith a mixture of properf feverity and 
kindneis, which rendered licr equally beloved and refpedfed. 

The enemies of queen Caroline, have reprefented her as being of an- unfor- 
giving temper,, and even reproached her with, a want of materruil affedion. 
It was fuggefted, that the fomciitcd tire mifunllcrtlanding between the king 
and the prince of Wales, but on the contrary, (he exerted her utnioll influence 
to abate the petulance of the fon, and the irritability of the father. Once in 
particular, when an adion of the prince had been reprclcnted (o the king 
avith malicious aggravation, the queen defended her fon, and good naturcdly 
obferved, “ Ce n’ell qu’ une indifcrction de page ’Tis nothing but a youth- 
ful frolic -f. The tongue of flander has even reproached her with maintain- 
ing her implacability to the hour of death, and refufing her pardon to the 
prince, who had humbly requefted to receive her bleffing. To this imputa- 
tion, Chefterfiekl alludes in a copy of verfes, circulated at the time : 

“ And unforgiving, unforgiven dies.” 

Pope alfo tas configned to pofterity this afperfion, in terms of malignant 
irony : 

“ Or teach the melancholy mufe to mourn, 

Hang the fad verfe on Carolina’s urn. 

And hail her paflage to the realms of reft. 

All parts |)erform’d, and all /^cr children bleft J.” 

I am 

• Chapter 31. ufual to him, has afFefted in a note to repair 

f From lord Orford. the infult ofiered to her memory, by obferv- 

i See Epilogue to the Satires, Dialogue, i, ing, that htr laft moments manifefted the ut- 
1 79. The fatiriil,.with a duplicity not un- moft courage and refolution. It is, how ei^er, 

Juftly 
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I am happy to have it in my power to remove this ftigma from the memory 
of this great princefs. Site fent her blefling and a meflage of forgivenefs to her 
fon, and told Sir Robert Walpole, that flie would have feen him with pleafure, 
but prudence forbad the interview, as it might embarrafs and irritate the 
king *. 

“ Her charities were limited only by her revenue ; though /lie avoided 
all appearance of oflentation fo much, that many perfons who fubfilted by 
her bounty, were wholly ignorant of their benefactrefs ; and flie was fo liberal 
that her public and private litis, with the occafional fums expended on the 
fame account, amounted to near fifth part of her whole income -f--.” 

Her dif})ofition was lb humane and benevolent, that the unfortunate in all 
fituations and religions v/ere fecure of her protetlion. She paid a particular 
attention to thofe Roman Catholics, whole zeal in favour of the Pretender 
had expolcd them to the rigour of the laws. Several Popifh and Jacobite 
lad'es, and particularly the duchefs of Norfolk,' were admitted to private 
conferences. Their reprefentations procured liberal fupplies of money to 
many of the moft indigent. Jn fome inftances, Ihc even carried her protec- 
tion to an impolitic extreme, and in a manner which diftrelTed Sir Robert 
Walpole. Archibald earl of Hay, who j)rincipally managed the affairs of 
Scotland, h.aving been reproached for permitting fo large a number of Jaco- 
bite4necting-houfcs in Edinburgh, and in other parts of the kingdom, in ojien 
defiance of the laws, as they had not complied with the conditions required 
in the ad: of toleration; he acknowledged the fad, and exculpated himfclf, 
by tieclaring that he liad laid a Icheme for fupprefling them before the mini- 
flcr, who dilcoun^ed his attempt, by obierving, that their friends had a ready 
accel's to the ciuecn by the back Hairs, and that all his attempts would be 
defeated 


jiiftly obferved by Dt'.Warton, on tins pafliigc, 
that, no fiibtle c.<)'iniiciUary Cciu terture tlicfe 
words to mean any thing bm vhe moil poig* 
nant hircalm on tiie behaviour of this great 


perfonage to her fbn on her death bed and 
adJs, that ‘‘ about the inme time, Pope wrote si 
conpift on the hune fubjed 


Here lies, wrapt up in forty tliouiand towels, 
The only prooi that Caroline had bowels/’ 


The evidence that Pope was the author of this 
inf:ini{;r.sr|uibl-Ie, which is generally aiti ilnited 
to CheitcTilcld, is not given by l>r VVatton, 
Lord MansHeld had it Iroin Pope hi'itfelf, told 
it to lord Orford, from whom i received it, 


with a variation of feven and twenty,” in- 
itead of “ forty thou find towels,” 

» From lord Oi ford, 
f Charadler of Queen Caroline, p, 12. 

J Etovigh, imparted by Arcidbald duke of 
Argyle. 


A con- 
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A confplcuous part in the charadter of queen Caroline, was her great pa- 
tronage of learned men. The proteftion flie afforded to the firft luminaries 
of the church has been flightly mentioned. She dillinguilhed Clarke, 
Hoadly, Butler, Sherlock, Seeker, and Pearce, with peculiar marks of regard. 
The gracious manner in which flic liftened to recommendations of literary 
eminence, is well difplayed in an anecdote relating to the celebrated author 
of “ The Analogy between Natural and Revealed Religion.” Seeker *, 
while he was king’s chaplain, mentioned, in converlation with the queen, But- 
ler, wijo was then reftor of Stanhope. The queen laid, flie thought he was 
dead, and making enquiries of arclibifhop Blackburne, if he w'as not dead, 
his anfwer was, “ no madam, but he is buried.” Soon afterwards, without 
folicitation, (lie appointed him clerk of her clofet, and he ufed to attend 
her every day, from feven to nine, in the afternoon. She alfo caufed his 
name to lie inferted on the lifl for a vacant liifliopric. 

Obfeurity, difgrace, and banifliment, wcre noobftaclcs to her bounty and 
proteftion. She conferred benefadions on Stephen Duck, who from a com- 
mon labourer, had raifed himfclf into notice as a [loet. She obtained the 
pardon of Savage, who was condemned to death for having committed a 
murder in a drunken fray, in fpite of the opjiolition of his unnatural mother, 
and fupported him with an annual penfion -f. She fliewed her ellccm for 

the 
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* Life of Seeker. 

f When Savage was difappointed in his 
application for the place of poet laiireat, which 
was given to Colley Cibber, he applied, in the 
bitternefs of diflrefs, boUlly to the queen, that 
having once given him life, ftie would enable 
him to fupport it ; and therefore piibiillied a 
iliort poem on her birth-day, to vvhicli he an- 
nexed the odd title of volunteer laureat. Not 
leiving a friend at court who would get him 
introduced, or prefent him, lie publiilicd 
the poem, which was not ill calculated to 
itrihe the queen. The queen fciit for the 
vcile."', and in a few days after the publica- 
tion, Savage received a bank bill of fifty 
})ounds, and a gracious meifage by lord North 
vnd Grey ; That her majefty was highly 

Here ceafe my plaint— Sec yon enlivening fccnes! 
Child of the fpring ! Behold the beft of queens ! 
Softnefsand beauty rofe this heavenly morn, 

Dawn’d wifdom, and benevolence was born, 

Joy o’er a people, in her influence rofe ; 

Like that which fpring o*cr rural nature throws* 


picafed with the verfes * that flie took parti- 
cularly kind his lines relating to the king ; 
that he had permiffion to write annually on 
the fame fubjeifil ; and that he fliou Id yearly 
receive the like prefent, till fomething better 
(which was her majefly’s intenvion) could be 
done for him. After this, he was permitted lo 
prefent one of his annual poems to the queen, 
had the honour of kifling her hand, and met 
with the moft gracious recepiion.” Johnfon’s 
Li'c of Savage. 

From ihefe now forgotten poems, may T be 
pcrinittecl to quote one pafliige which alludes 
to the beneficial confcqueim •> of the pacific 
fyflem, planned by Sir Robert Walpole, and 
fupported by queen Caroline* 


War 
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1734 to 1737. 
\ , f 

Grief of the 
king. 


The queen 

recommends 

Walpole. 


the memory of Milton, by conferring a prefent on his grand-daiightei . Slic 
obtained the recal of lord Lanfdownc, and of Carte, tlie nonjuring hitlo- 
rian, who had both been obliged to abfeond for fufpeded principles *. 

Words cannot fiifficiently exprefs the fenfibility and aflecfion of Geqrgc 
the Second during her illnefs, ami his regret for her lofs. He watched by 
her bed-fide with unabated alfedion, and could fcarccly be prevailed on to 
take any reft, till flie expired. 

As foon as the firft emotions of grief had fubfnlcd, he loved to talk of 
his departed queen, recounted her virtues, and conliclercd how fhe would 
have a<fted on occations of difficulty. He continued the falaries of all the 
officers and nominal fervants who were not taken into his own houfhold, and 
commanded a lift of her numerous benefadlions to be laid before him ; faying 
that it was his intention, that nobody, as far as poflible, flrould be a fufferer 
befides himfelfd'- 

•On her death bed, the queen teftified her approbation of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole’s me^furcs, and the iiigh opinion flie entertained of his capacity and rec- 
titude. Turning to the minifter, who with the king was (landing by her 
bed-fide, fhc faid to him, I hope you will never defert the king, but con- 
tinue to ferve him with your ufual fidelity and pointing to the king, Ihe 
added, “ I recommend his majefty to you.” The king faid nothing, and 
the minifter was alarmed, left this mode of making him of more confequcncc 

War to the peaceful pipe religns his roar. 

And breaks his billows on foiiie diftant fliorc# 

Domeftic difeord finks beneath her fmile, 

And arts, and trade, and plenty glad the ifle. 

Lo ! Induftry furveys, with leafled eyc.s, 

His due reward, a plenteous iiarvcft rife ! 

Nor (taught by Commerce) joys in that alone, 

But fees the harveft of a world his own. 

Hence thy juft praife, thou mild, majeftic Thames ! 

Rich river, richer than Patftolus’ ftreams ! * 

Than thofc renown'd of yore, by poets roll’d 
O’er intermingled pearls, and fands of gold. 

How glorious thou, u l-.ea from old Ocean’s urn, 

I.oaded with India’s wealth, thy waves return 1 
Alive thy banks ! along each bordering line, 

High cultur'd blooms, inviting villas ftiine ; 

And while around ten thoufand beauties glow, 

Thcfe ftill o’er thofc redoubling luftre throw.'* 

f Charafter pf Queen Caiolinc, p. 41. 
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than the kbg, might awaken jealoufy, and be the caule of his ditgrace *. 
But tliefe apprehenfions were unfounded. 

The king was fo affcifted with tlie queen’s death, that for a long time 
after that niielancholy event, he could not fee Sir Robert Walpole without 
burfting into tears. About a fortnight afterwards, the king Ibewcd him an 
intcrce{)ted letter, in which it was obferved, that as the queen was dead, 
the miniftcr would lofe his folc protcclor. “ It is falfe,” faid he, good na- 
turcdly, “ you remember that on her death bed the queen recommended me 
to you.” 

Horace \Falpole has recorded a ftriking inflance of the king’s violent grief 
for the death of his queen, and alFcdtion to her memory, which I will relate in 
his own words. “ Mr. Walpole can never be able to forget a melancholy 
epoch, w'hen, about ten days after his arrival from Holland, upon the queen’s 
death, his majdly found him with the princclfes, in their apartment, and 
their royal highnelles immediately retiring, the king, with a flood of tears 
gufliing from his eyes, which drew an equal torrent trom thofe of his faithful 
lubjed then prefent, with agonies and fobs, gave a confideuiial detail to Mr. 
Walpole, of the inimitable virtues of his royal confort, that was now no more, 
and particularly with relpcd to the great relief and aflUlancc wliich he found 
in her noble and calm difpofition and (entiments, in governing fuch an liu- 
mourlbme and inconflant jjcoplc ; that her prcfcnce of mind often l'up])orted 
him in trying times, and the Ivvectnefs of her temper and prudence would 
moderate and afl'uage his own vivacity and refentment ; that incidents of 
ftate of a rough, difficult, and difagreeablc nature, would by her previous 
conferences and concert with that able miniflcr. Sir Robert Walp»le, be made 
fmooth, cafy,and palatable to him, but that he muft now lead a hclplel's, dif- 
confolate, and uncomfortable life, during the remainder of a troublcfome 
reign, that he did not know what to do, nor which way to turn himleJf. 
But then recovering himfelf a little, he faid, “ as flie never forgot her love 
and concern for me to the laft moment of her days, Ibe earnellly recom- 
mended it to me on her death bed (and his majefly emphatically ackled, that 
it was a juft and wife recommendation) to follow the advice of Sir Robert 
Walpole, and never to part with fo f:\ithful and able a miniflcr, this (faid the 
king) is now my only refource, upon this I mufl entirely depend 

Some time after the queen’s death, before his hour of rifing, George faid 
to baron Brinkman, one of his Germans, “ I hear you have a piAure of my 
wife, which flie gave you, and which is a better likenefs than any in my 
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Period VI. pofleflion i bring It to me.” Wlien it was brought, the king feemcd greatly 
I J 134^0 ^ 7 i 7 - affijftcd, and after a firort paufe, he faid, “ It is very like, put it upon the 
chair at the foot of my bed, and leave it till I ring the bell.” At the end 
of two hours he rang tlie bell, and when the baron entered, the king faid, 
“ Take this pidure away, I never yet faw the woman worthy to buckle her 
flioe 

Walpole was no lefs deeply affefted than the king. He was fenfible of 
the fevere lofs which he had experienced of the perfon who fupported him 
in the clofet, and he appreciated the difficulty of guiding the king, when the 
interpofition of his patronefs was no more, and anticipated the difficulties he 
was about to encounter from the jealoulies of a dil’cordant cabinet. Im- 
prefied with thefe fentiments, he clofed a letter to Horace Walpole, in which 
he {peaks of the queen’s death, “ I muft have done, our grief and diftrac- 
tion wants no relation, 1 am oppreffed with forrow and dread •f.” 

Sir Robert always entertainal a high refped for the mcmoiy of his royal 
patronefs tjucen Caroline ; and it was principally through a deference to her 
recommendation, that fome time after her death he obtained the deanery 
of Winchefter for Dr. Pearce, and placed Butler upon the bench of bifhops. 

I lhall dole this chapter with an elegy on the death of queen Caroline, 
compofed by Dodington 

When Heav’n’s decrees a prince’s fate ordain j 
A kneeling people fupplicate in vain. 

Too well our tears this mournful truth exprefs. 

And in a queen’s a parent’s lofs confefs. 

A lofs the general grief can bcfl rchearie, 

A theme fuperior to the pow’r of veric ; 

Though juft our grief, be ev’ry murmur ftill, 

Nor dare pronounce his difpenfations ill j 
In whofe wife counfels and difpofing hand, 

The fates of monarchies and monarchs ftand : 

Who only knows the ftate of either fit. 

And bids the erring fenfe of man fubmit. 

Ye grateful Britons, to her memory juft. 

With pious tears imbalm her facred dufti 

* Communicated by Theodore Henry f Correfpondence. 
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Confefs her grac’d with all that’s good and great, 

A public bleffing to a favour’d Hate. 

Patron of freedom, and her country’s laws. 

Sure friend to virtue’s and religion’s caulc ; 
Religion’s caufe, whole charms fuperior Ihone 
To ev’ry gay temptation of a crown. 

Whole awful diftates all her foul poflcfs’d. 

Her one great aim to make a people bleft. 

Ye drooping mules mourn her hafty doom. 

And fpread your deathlefs honours round her tomb. 
Her name to long liicceeding ages raile. 

Who both inlpir’d and patroniz’d your lays. 

Each gen’rous art fit penfive o’er her urn. 

And ev’ry grace and ev’ry virtue mourn. 

Attending angels bear your fa<^ed prize, 

Amidft the radiant glories ol the Ikies : 

Where godlike princes, who below purfu’d. 

That nobleft end of rule the public good, 

N ow fit lecurc, their gen’rous labour pall. 

With all the juft rewards of virtue grac’d : 

In that bright train diftinguilh’d let her move. 

Who built her empire on a people’s love. 
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PERIOD THE SEVENTH: 

i'rom the Death of Queen Caroline, to the Refignation of 

Sir Robert Walpole. 

1737—1742. 

H A P T E R - T H E FIFTIETH 

1737—1738. 


HiJIorical DednBion of the commercial f realm hetzveen Spain and England, 
relating to America. — Spanijk Depredatiom, — Meeting of Parliament. — De- 
bate on the Reduction of the Army. — Rcfolution^ prohibiting the Publication 
of Debates. 

H itherto the minlfter had maintained the grand fyftcm of policy, 
which he had laid down as neceflaiy for the fupport of the protellant 
fucceffion, and for the maintenance of internal tranquillity, which he juftly 
viewed as paramount to all other conlidcrations ; and it may be confidently 
aflerted, without the imputation of partiality, that to his firmnefs and addrefs, 
Great Britain was folely indebted for a longer period of peace, than had been 
ever experienced fince the revolution. The advantages which refulted from 
this fyftem were incalculable. But the nation was fated with fo great a 
blefling, and the time was now arrived, when the violence of party, the 
clamours of merchants, the dreams of heroic grandeur, and the horror of 

national 
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national degradation, overcame the repugnance of the miniftcr, and |)lungcd 
England into war. 

In confequence of having firft difeovered the new world, and by virtue of 
an inveftiture from Pope Alexander the Sixth to Ferdinand the Catholic, 
Spain aflumed an exclufive right to all the continent of America. The other 
nations of Europe, however, did not acquicfcc in this chimerical claim, and 
Portugal, in particular, made a fettlement in the Brafils, which the S]>aniards 
could not prevent. But when Philip the Second acquired pofleffit)!! of Por- 
tugal, Brafil fell under his dominion. Having thus obtained pofleflion of the 
only colony in America which had at tliat time been occu])icd by another 
power, he maintained with greater weight his exclutive right ; and lb formi- 
dable was his naval force, that all attempts made by the Englilh, in the reign 
of Elizabeth, to fettle and trade in South America, were rendered inefleftual. 
When the naval power of Spain declined, by the defeat of the Armada, and 
when the vaft fabric of her empire began to moulder away under the feeble 
fucceflbrs of Philip the Second, the Dutch, French, and Englilh formed 
fettlemcnts on the continent and iflands of America. But long after the 
EngUfli had made permanent ellablilhments in America, Spain did not re- 
nounce her original title, and even in times of peace, hollilities feldom 
ceafed in tlie Well Indies *. 

At length in 1667, a treaty w.as concluded between Englantl and Spain, 
which, though loofely worded, was a tacit acknowledgment ot the Britilh 
pofl'eliions in America. 

This treaty, the eightli article alone excepted, related folely to Europe, 
but was afterwards wrclled by tlie partilans of the Sj)anilh war, as relating no 
Id’s to America. It allowed freedom of navigation and commerce, in all 
places where commerce was before carried on, and is principally remarkable 
for permitting the liberty of fcarcliing merchant Ihips, failing near the jrorts 
and in the leas belonging to the rd'pedivc countries, and of contil'cating con- 
traband goods, which exprelTion alluded to arms or ammunition, and was 
principally intended to prevent the EngUfli Ihips from fupplying tlic flatcs of 
Barbary with milit.ary llores. But as the treaty was confirmed and referred to 

* For this inquiry I hav6 principally con- nicdies.’' (2-) “ Confulerations retatln<; to the 
fulted two able and perfpicuous papers, drawn Navigation and Commerce of Ci rear Britain in 
np by Horace Walpole, (i.) Dcdu<^lion on America, with rdpci*! to the Treaties vvirh 
the depredations between Great Britain and Spain, and the Depredations of the Ginrda 
Spain, the Caufo of them, and Hints for Rc^ Codas/* Walpol- Papei^. 
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by all fubfequent contrads, it gave occafion to the fearclring of flilps, by the 
Spaniili guarcia collas in the American feas j an article which afterwards occa- 
fioncd the violent cilfputes on both fides, that finally terminated in the Spanifh 
war. This compad was introdudory to a more explicit treaty in 1670, which 
fcems to have been the fail by which Spain formally acknowledged the right 
of any other nations to part of the new world. 

The treaty of 1670 folely relates to America} and befides confirming to 
the Englifii, the right of fovereign dominion of all lands in the Weft Indies, 
then poUeffed by them, regulates, in the moft fpccific terms, the mode of 
intercourfe between the two nations in that quarter, ' The 9th article forbids 
the refpedive I'ubjeds of each nation from failing or trading with the colo- 
nies or dominions of the other in the Weft Indies, yet permits fuch naviga- 
tion and commerce to be exercifed according to a licence, granted by either 
fovereign. 

The letter and fpirit of this treaty were at dired variance with each 
other } the letter jirohibitcd and the fpirit encouraged a mutual trade be- 
tween the two nations. For although the exprefs terms prohibited all 
commerce with the Si)aniflr ports in the Weft Indies, yet a great facility 
was given to the mutual intercourfe between the two nations, by the for- 
mal permiffion, that Englifli Ihips flioukl be allowed to put into Spanifh 
harbours, if forced by ftorms or other inconveniences, and continue there 
until they had refreflacd themfelves, and refitted, without giving notice to the 
governor, unlcfs they were three or four together. Notwitliftanding alfo the 
right and pre-eminence which the Spaniards claimed to the American leas, 
care was to be taken, that the liberty of navigation fliould not be difturbed, 
Thefe ftipulations inconteftably prove that the Spaniards were inclined to fa- 
vour the Englilb, by conniving at, though they did not permit the trade, and 
fuch were the effeds of this memorable treaty. 

In virtue of thofe treaties, the Spaniards claimed a right, which they con- 
tinually exercifed, of fcarching the Britifo merchant Ihips which pafled near 
their American ports. 

From the conclufion of 1670, to the death of Charles the Second of Spaia, 
a ftrid friendfhip and union fubfifted between the two crowns, both inTlu- 
rope and America, and a flourifhing, although illicit trade, was, by the con- 
nivance and indulgence of Spain, earned on between the EnglUh and Spanifh 
plantations. The reafon for this favourable treatment is evident; the great 
oppofition and fivallhip which thep fubfifted between France and Spain, and 
the defire of France to become miftrefs of the Low Countries, inclined Spain 

to 
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to confider the Englidi as her moft ufeful friends, and the mod; capable of Chipter 
protefting or incomnioding, by their maritime force, her foreign dominions. 173710 lyji 
It was no wonder, therefore, that the Spaniards not only flrie‘lly obierved 
tlieir treaties, but even extended their indulgence, with lelpccl to trade, 
farther than could be claimed by fpccific ftipulations. 

It was cafy to forefee that the acceffion of a prince of the houfe of Bourbon 
to the throne, would afteft the Britifli trade to Spanilh. America. The confe- 
quences of this event would have been immciliatcly vifiblc, had not the war of 
the fucceffion, in which Spain became the theatre of bloody hoftilities, ri- 
vetted the attention of Philip the Fifth to his European dominions. But 
he was no fooner firmly efiablifiied on the throne, than he turned his views 
to the American trade. The treaty of commerce which was concluded at 
the peace of Utrecht, between Cfrcat Britain and Spain, introduced a 
material alteration in the intercourfc between the two nations. The 
9th article ot the treaty of 1670, which granted permiffion of trade to the The afliento 
ports and places in the Well Indies, with the licence of the fovereign, was 
annulled ; a contrad, commonly called the afliento treaty, for rupi)lying 
the Spanifli colonies wdth a certain number of negroes, was granted to the 
South Sea company, for thirty years, with the ’privilege of annually lending . 
a Angle fliip of a certain burthen to Spaniflt America, laden with European 
mcrchandifc. Excepting thele alterations, the treaties of 1667 and 1670 
were confirmed, and although thofe treaties were broken during the two 
fliort wars which took place bctw'ecn Spain and Englatid iti 1718 and 1727, 
yet as they were renew’cd by the quadruple alliance, and the treaty of Seville, 
the trade to America was nominally placed, in all other rcipeds, upon the 
fame footing as it flood under Charles the Second of Spain. 

It foon, liow'ever, appeared new principles w'trc adopted in the Spanifli Origin of 
counfels, exadly the reverfe of their former proceedings. The letter of difputes. 
the American treaty was now followed, and the fpiiit by wliich it was 
dldatcd abandoned. Although England flill enjoyed the liberty of put- 
ting into the Spanifli harbours, for the purpofc of refitting and provifioning, 
yet they were far from enjoying the fame advantages of carrying on a friendly 
and commercial intercourfc. Tlicy were now watched with a fcrupulous 
jealoufy, ftridly vifited by guarda coflas, and every cffedual means adopted 
to prevent any commerce with the colonies, excepting what was allowed 
to the annual fhip. The caufe of this alteration was evident. Spain was 
governed by a fovereign conneded with France by blood and policy ; de- 
prived of the Netherlands, (he no longer confidered England as her natural 
ally, and was not interefted to obtain her friendihip by commercial facri- 
4 fices, 
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*737101742. during the temporary mifunderftandings between Spain and France. At 
^ — * thole periods, a more friendly intercourfe was connived at, and this variation 

in the policy of Spain gave rife to a variety of mifconllrudtions. 

Illicit trade. From the long continuance of this trade, the Britifli merchants began ta 
conlider it as aprefcriptiv'c right, and not matter of indulgence, and were 
unwilling to renounce to profitable a branch of commerce, which fo many of 
them purfued in an open and daring manner. They continually put into 
the Sj)anilh harbours, under pretence of refitting and refrelhing; and in many 
places almolt publicly dil'pofed of European merchandife, in exchange for 
gold and lih'er. Other velfels failing near their ports and harbours, were 
repaired to by fmugglcrs, or lent their long boats towards thc rtiore, and 
dealt with the natives. 

The Spaniards complained that the afliento * annual fbip, was followed 
by feveral other velfels which motrred at a tiillaacc, and as it difpofed of its 
cargo, continually llipplied it with frclh goods. That by thofe means, and 
by the clandclfinc trade which the Englilh carried on, they almoft folely 
fupidied the colonies. Thc fair of Panama, once the richeft of thc world, 
where th.e Spaniih merchants wen'e accurtoined to cxciiange gokl aiul filver 
for Euroj)ean merchandile, had contiderabiy fallen, and they monopolifed the 
conrmcrcc of America. 

it was no wonder, therefore, (hat the guarda cotlas, and other armed vef- 
fels, made vigorous exertions to prevent this illicit traffic, and that fomc 
illegal captures w'crc made, fome occafional ads of violence and cruelty 
committed, which the diltance from Euroj)c, thc infolence of the linglilli 
Tailors, thc delays of thc Spaniih tribunals, and the interell which tli« gover- 
nors had in declaring thc velfels contilcated, becaufc they had a lhare in the 
cargo, rcnderexl frequent redrefs of grievances extremely difficult, if not im- 
pradicable. Thc merchants who fuffered made violent clamours, overrated 
their loilcs, and exaggerated the accounts of infult and barbarity committed 
by the Spaniards. 

Volumes and volumes have been written by thc Englilh and Spaniards on 
the fubjed. of thefe depredations : but as each fide endeavoured to pervert 
fads, and gave different conllrudions to the moft fimple expreffions, the 
dilputc could never be finally fettled. The ftate of thele differences, and 
thc difficulty of adjufting them, arc well explained in a few words by Keene, 
in a letter to the duke of Newcaftle : 

• Deformeaux Hilloire d’Elpagnf, tom. 5, p, 448. 

“ Upon 



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


561 


Upon the whole, the Hate of our difpute feems to be, that the coni- 
manders of our vcflcls always think, that they are unjulfly taken, if they are 
not taken 'maSlml illicit commerce, even though [)roofs of their having loaded 
in that manner be found on board of tliem ; and the Spaniards on tlie otlier 
hand prefume, that they have a right of feizing, not only the (liips that are 
continually trading in their ports, but likcwife of examining and viliting 
them on the high teas, in order to fearch for proofs of fraud, which tliey may 
have committed ; and till a medium be found out between thefe tw'o no- 
tions, the government W'ill always be embarratled with complaints, and we 
fhall be continually negotiating in this country for redrei's, without ever be- 
ing able to procure it 

At the lame time that the c|ucftion of Spanilh depredations was agitated, 
other difl’erences fublilled between England and Spain. The right of cutting 
logwood in the bay of Camjxachy, and collecling tiilt in the iiland of Tor- 
tuga, was called in qucllion ; and tome difputes arofe in regard to the limits 
of Carolina and Georgia. Geraldino, the Spanilh agent in London, had de- 
livered a flrong memorial, claiming part of thole colonies which lay conti- 
guous to Idorida; and the tlcirrand was matle in fuch violent terms, tlrat th.c 
minifters were apprehcnlive of an attack on the province of Georgia, and ac- 
cordingly a battalion of troops' was ordered to embark from Gibraltar ibr 
America -f. 

Though Eli^tabeth Farncfe had {rrocured the throne of Nairles and Sicily 
for Don Carlos, ihe was diliatisfied with the peace. She Hill afpired to the 
poflefTion of Parma and Tufeany, which Hie conlidercd as hereditary jroli'cf- 
fions ; and when on tlie death of John Gafton, t!ic lail I'ovcreign of the houle 
of Medicis, Tufeany devolved on the duke of Loraine, Hie beheld his I’uc- 
ceffion w'ith an unfavourable eye ; (lie even marie overtures to England, and 
inlinuatcd, tliat if alTiftancc was cfTerflually granted, Sjiain Ihould relin- 
quilh all claims on Gibraltar and Minorca, and accommodate all com- 
mercial differences, to the full Ihtisfaclion of England. Riit this overture, 
which tended to plunge Europe into a new war, being rejcrtcd, the cjucen of 
Spain was Hill more irritated, and continued to maintain powerful arma- 
ments by fea anti land. In conformity to orders, lent from the court of 
Madrid, the guarda coftas became more vigilant and leverc than ever; and 
repeated inftances of their violence were tranlmitted to England. 
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A petition was accordingly prefented to the king, by a large body of mer- 
chants tradiiig to the Well Indies, complaining of thele depredations, and Hat- 
ing fpccitic ciifcs of illegal captures and confifeations. The king referred 
tills petition to the cabinet council, before wliom the merchants were heard. 
In confequence of their evidence, the duke of Newcalllc drew up a fpirited 
memorial, flicwing the nature of the trade, and giving fuch an explana- 
tion of the treaties of 1667 and 1670, on the due underftanding of which 
the alTair ultimately rcflccl, as appeared tojutlify the complaints ot the Britith 
traders, and to criminate the conduct of the Spaniards. This memorial, and 
the merchants’ petition, were fent to Mr. Keene, witli orders to j)refent it to 
the king of Spain. The memoria!, after repealing the various applications 
which had been incffccTiually made for rcllitution of lliips and cflefts un- 
jullly tei'/cd, and demanding latisfa&ion for the clcjircdations and cruelties 
committed by the guarda coflas, required tlic king of Spain to give effec- 
tual orders for punllbiiig the perfons guilty of thole atrocities, and for grant- 
ing immediate reparation to his fubjeds, and conchulcd liy oblcrvlng, that if, 
contrary to expedation, thefc inftanccs IhoulJ not have thedefired effed, the 
king would be obliged to procure for his fulyods that fatisfadion which they 
Jiad a right to demand, by v irtue of iublifling tiv.uies, and the Law of nations. 
Mr. Keene prefented this memorial on the iotli of December; to which Philip 
replied, that he would do all in Jiis jiower to [irefcrvc the Iriendfhip with the 
king of England. Notwitliffanding the preffmg importunities of Mr. Keene, 
who declared tliat nothing but immediate reftitution and exemplary punilb- 
ment could give liiti^fadion, the anfwer was not returned before the meeting 
of parliament. It alib ajipcarcd, that tlie Sp-anilh court did not view the 
fubied in the fame liglst as had ficen reproieiitcd by theEnglilh cabinet, and 
controverted many politions advanced in the memorial. 

Such was tlic Hate of tlie difputcs between England and Spain, when par- 
liament was affcmblcd. The fpecch from the throne was unufually Ihort. 
After recommending the dil'patdi ofjiublic bulinefswith prudence and expe- 
dition; and ordering the cllimates for the current expenditure to be laid be- 
fore the houfe, the kii'^g truiled that the zeal, affodion, and due regard wiiich 
the commons had fbewn in fupporting Iiis government an<l the public fafety, 
w'oukl induce them to make the neceffary provlfions for the honour, peace, 
and t’ecurity of his crown and kingdom. He then concluded, by exhort- 
ing the liout'e to lay afide all heals and animofities which might unne- 
ccffu'ily olsftrud the feffions. The addrefs, after condoling with the king, 
on his and the nation’s irreparable lofs, by the death of the queen, aflured 
i him 
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him that they would avoid all heats and aniniofities, and cjicAualiy raile the 
nccelihr)" lupplics; and in gratitude for the regard which his majeily had al- 
ways fliewn for the liberties and })rivilcges of liis fubjcifts, would leftify their 
affeftion and zeal for the fu?)port of Ins government, and the |)rc !’i,! vation of 
the conftitution *. Althougli little obieclion could be made, citlicr to 
the fpeech or to the addreis, it did not, however, pafs without lome j/Clulant 
remarks from 3 hi[)[,'en and Sir ^Villia!^ Wyndham. 

The dc'termined aim of op[)ofition weis to increafe tiie miIiu)der(l;’A!i.l!ng 
with Spain to luch a degree, as to render the adjullmcnt ot the difimtes 
impratlicabic, and b)’ inflaming the nation with exaggerated accounts 
of Spanilh cruelties and inlults, to compel the ininillcr to enter into a 
war, which they conlidercd as the ])robablc means of obtaining lus re- 
moval. 

The prineijaal view's of opirofition being direfted to involve the nation in 
war, they gave a Itriking inllauce of their inconhftcncy and petulance, b)' 
relifting, with unufual warmth, the motion for maintaining 17,400 men, and 
propofing that the army fhould be reduced to 12,000. Betides the com- 
mon toj.)ics of declamation, ufually urged againft a llandiiig army, as ob- 
noxious to tlie conftitution, contrary to the principles on w'hicli the revo- 
lution was founded, and intended to fupport the lyllem of corniplion 
and arbitrary j>owcr ; the debate took a new' and unexpcclcd turn. Shi|)- 
pen, with a view to caft an odium on the authors of tlic revolution, and to 
prove that the liberties of the people had been better ft-cured before, tlian 
lince that ])eriod, aftefted to date tlie rife of a (landing army in Britain, from 
the ninth year of ^Villiam ; accufed the Whigs w'ho Ihouhl vote liar this 
ejueflion, of having deleited the principles ot their anceflors; and made a 
warm panegyric on the Tories, for having been uniformly fleady in their ad- 
herence to tlie true principles of the Britifli conftitution. 

In reply to thefc oblervations, the minifter undertook to defend the con- 
fiftency of the Whigs who voted for the c|ucftion. He made a judicious 
diftineftion betw'ccn an army compofed entirely of Britifh fubjet-fs, com- 
manded by gentlemen of the heft families, depending for its very being 
on the annual confent of parliament, and bctw'ecii one of foreign mercenary 
troops, compofed of the loweft po})ulace, and commanded by men of no 
families or fortunes. After declaring that fuch an army, fo far from en- 
dangering the conftitution, tended rather to preferve it againft faction .and 
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Period VJI. clinifFedion, and contributed to protcd the people agalnft domeftic rapine 
737 to 1742. and foreign invafion ; he ftated the reafons for keeping up a body of troops, 
^ and particularly dwelt on that which arofe from the number of perfons 

difafFeclcd to the government. He artfully endeavoured to contound the 
Tories with the Jacobites, and to confider all thofe who oppofed govern- 
ment, as inclined to the Pretender, and particularly alluded to Shippen. 

“ Suppofe Sir,” he faid, “ wc have at prefent nothing to fear from any 
foreign enemy, yet it cannot be faid wc arc in abfolute fecurity, or that wc 
have nothing to fear. There is one thing 1 am afraid of, and it is, indeed, 
the only thing, I tliink, we have at prefent to fear. The fear I mean, is 
that of the Pretender ; Every one knows there is ftill a pretender to his ma- 
jefly’s crown and dignity ; there is Hill a perfon who pretends to be lawful 
and rightful fovereign of thefe kingdoms; and what makes the misfortune 
more confiderable, there are flill a great number of perlbns in thefe kingdoms fo 
much deluded by his abettors, as to think the lame way. Thefe are the 
only perfons who can properly be called difafiefted, and they are Hill fo nu- 
merous, that though tlris government had not a foreign enemy under the 
fun, the danger we arc in from the l^rctcnder, and the difafTcftcd part of our 
own fubjeAs, is a danger which every true Briton ought to fear, a danger 
which every man wlio lias a due regard for our prefent hapf)y ellablilhmcnt, 
will certainly endeavour to provide againfl, as much as he can. 

“ I am lorry to fee. Sir, that this is a fort of fear, which a great many 
amongfl us endeavour to turn into ridicule ; and for that purpoie they tell 
us, that thouglr there are many of our JubjeAs difeontented and uncafy, 
there arc but very few clifafFeAed : I mult Ircg leave to be of a different 
opinion, for, I believe, mofl of the dilcontents and unealineffes that ap- 
pear among the people, proceed originally from difaffcAion. No man of 
common prudence will profefs hiinfcif openly a Jacobite; by fo doing, he 
not only may injure his private fortune, but he muft render himfclf lefs able 
to do any efieAual fcrvice to the caufc he has embraced, therefore there are 
but very few fuch men in the kingdom. Your right Jacobite, Sir, difguifes 
his true fentiments ; he roars out for revolution principles ; he pretends to 
be a great friend to liberty, and a great admirer of our ancient conllitution ; 
and under this pretence, there are numbers who every day endeavour to fow 
difeontents among the ptiople, by perfuading them that the conllitution is in 
danger, and that they are unnecellarily loaded with many and heavy taAs. 
Thefe men know that difeontent and difaffcAion, are like wit and madncl's, 
they arc feparated by thin partitions ; and therefore they hope, if they can once 
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render the people thoroughly difcon tented, it will be eafy for them to render 
them difafFedted. Thefe are the men we have moll rcalbn to be afraid of. 
They are, I am afraid, more numerous than moll gentlemen imagine, and I 
w'ifli I could not fey they have been lately joined, and very much aflilled by 
Ibme gentlemen, who, I am convinced, have always been, and ftill arc, very 
lincere and true friends to our prefent happy ellablilhment. 

“ By the acceflion of thele new allies, as I may jullly call them, the real 
but concealed Jacobites have fucceeded even beyond their own exjjcdtalion ; 
and therefore I am not at all alhamed to fey I am in fear of tlic Pretender. 
It is a danger I lliall never be alhametl to fey 1 am afraid of ; becaufe it is 
a danger we mull always be more or Icfs expofed to ; and, I believe the Ids 
number of regular forces we kce}) up, the more wc fhall always be expofed 
to this danger.” 

Sir John Hyndc Cotton replied ; “ Sir, I do own it gives me a good deal of 
furprife, to hear gentlemen who aft upon revolution principles, talk i'o utterly 
inconfillent with what w'as the language of the Whigs in former times. Sir, I 
know not what Whigs the honourable gentleman has been acquainted w'ith, 
but 1 have had the honour and happinels to be intimate with many gentle- 
men of that denomination : I have likewife. Sir, read the writings of jnany 
authors who have efpoufed thefe principles; I. have lat in this houfe during 
the moft material debates that have happened between them and tl-.c I'ories ; 
and I can declare from my own exj)erience, that I never knew one wh«t 
afted on true Whig principles, vote f()r a Handing army in time ol jieace. 
What the principles of the Whigs in former days were, I can only learn 
from reading or information ; but 1 have Iteard ol Whigs vvlio were 
againll all unlimited votes ol credit; I have heard of Wliigs who looked 
upon open corruption as tlie greateft curie that could Ijftal any nation : I 
have heard of Whigs who clleemcd the liberty of tlie prcls to l)e the moll 
valuable privilege of a free people, and trienifial parliamcp.ts, the grcatell 
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bulwark of their liberties; and I have heard ot a Whig adininill ration 
who have refented injuries done to the trade ot tlie nalion, and Ikivc re- 
venged inililts offered to the Britiih fl.xg, "riicle. Sir, arc the jjrinciples, if 
I am rightly iiiformed, that once charadcriled the true Whigs, f.cl gentle- 
men apply thefe cliaractcrs to their prefent condud, aiul tlien, laying their 
hands upon their hearts, let them afk thcmiclves it iliey arc Whigs ? ” 

iK reply, the minifter again adverted to the danger from the Pro Walpoldi 
tejadeps party, and he infinuated that the arts ufed by the cliieontcnted - 
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Whigs to let the people againll the government, aided that caufe : “ For the 
faction,” lie laid, “ which is in the interell of the perfon who difputes his 
majefly’s title to the crown, always j^relumes, that whoever is againft the 
adminiflration, is againlt; the eftablilliment likewife ; and nothing has more 
contributed to keep up the ipirit of that parti^, than their indultrioufly 
propagating that doftrine. This is the true reafon that they look upon 
the lenity of that government as tlic efied'e of its wcakneis, and that they 
attribute the indulgence they meet with to our fears. Tliis is the true 
rcaibn v\hy they endeavour to imjirove to their advantage every accident 
that happens to the nation, though, perhaps, it is very diflunt from their 
purpofe, and fell out contrary to their hopes. This is the reafon why, on 
the late melancholy event *' that afflidled the nation, their liopes revived, 
their cabals w'cre let on foot, and every tool of their party was employed in 
their confultations, to know how to bring about their favourite point. There 
are many in our galleries now wlio know what I have faitl to be true, 
and if they had the privilege of fjieaking here, could, if they pleafed, con- 
vince US how improper the propofed redudion is, while fuch a fpirit fub- 
lifts in the kingdom. 

“I have known a time when gentlemen aded on true Whig principles; 
and at that time tliey feemed to be of o[)inion, that the lieil, if not the only 
way to fecure us from pojiery and arbitrary power, was by fecuring the pre- 
fent eflablilhmcnt of the crown in his majefly’s peri'on and family. They 
were then of opinion, tliat this was beft done by keeping up a regular body 
of forces ; and I (hould be glad to know if the fame reafons do not fubtifl 
now as did then, or if they who are the enemies of our prefent eflablilhment, 
have been weakened by the oppofjtion of thefe gentlemen to the adminilira- 
tion f 

After a reply from Pultency, and a few unimportant fpeeches, the de- 
bate appeared to be finally concluded, and as no divifion took })Iacc, the 
triumph on the fide of the miniltcr leemed complete. But the altercation was 
renewed on a fuld'equent day by the imprudence and petulance of fome of 
the moft violent among the Whigs, who were irritated at the affertions ad- 
vanced by the Tories, tliat the maintenance of a ftanding army was incon- 
fiftent with the true principles of Whiggifm. 

Tlic report being made by the cliairman of the committee of fupply, the 
cflimatc for the regiment to be fent to Georgia, was objefted to; colonel ]^or- 
daunt very injudicioully deviated from the great diHindions which the minifter 
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had laid down between thofe who promoted the caufe of the Pretender, and 
thofe who fupported the proteftaiit fuccetfion, and introduced t!ie more nar- 
row diftinaion of Whig and Tory. He faid, “ I have always gloried in 
being thought a Whig; I hope I (hall never l)y my behaviour, either in this 
houfe, or without doors, give the leafl occalion to the world to think other- 
wile of me ; and for this very rcah^i, I am lor keeping up an arnr}^ becaufc 
I tJnnk the keeping up an army abfo/jttcly r.eccljary Jar jnpporihig the Whig interefi, 
and preferving the peace and cpiiet of the peoj)le. In every difpute that h.as 
happened of late years about our army, I have looked upon the queftion to 
be chieliy, whether Whig or Tory Jhou/ti prevail ? And as I have always thought, 
as I believe every unpiqudiced Whig in the kingdom thinks, that if the. 
army Jhoulcl be cli/banikd, or very mueh reriueeJ, the Tory infer eft would prevail ; 
therefore, I have generally been againll luch reduftions, and always (hall be 
cautious of agreeing to any liich pn-potition. Nay, I am lb firmly attached 
to the Wing intereft, that it 1 fliould think four tinres the number of troops 
abfolutely neccflaiyfor fupporting tliat intcrell, I vviruld Ix' for keeping up a 
flanding army four times as numerous as that we have now on foot.” 

Thcle injudicious aflertions infilled a new fpirit into the anti-minilicrial 
VViiigs. Lord Polw'artli, in a fcnliblc and animated Ijrccch, jullilied the 
Whigs who oppoled government, and explained the nature of die old Whig 
principles. He endeavoured to prove that the queftion did not turn on 
cliftinguilhing who were Whigs and who were Tories, but limply according 
to their prefent behaviour and political condud'; from thence he inlinuated, 
that the minifterial jrarty, who afteded to diftinguilh tliemi’elves by the ap- 
pellation of Whigs, aded in contradidion to the principles of that party, 
and were in reality Tories ; and that thofe whom he invidioufty ftylcd 
Tories, while they were direded and aduated by this principle, were in reality 
Whigs. After making thefe obfervations, he added, “ 1 am apt to fufjied. 
that my honourable friend calls this the Whig intereft, and if fo, I lhall 
readily agree with him, that what he calls the Whig intereft, being what I call 
the Tory intereft, cannot be lup)X)rted without a Handing army. This may 
be a prevailing argument with liim for Iteing againll any .redudion, but it 
is an argument that has quite a dilTerent in/lucnce with me; lor 1 think no 
intereft, nor any party of men, ought to be lupixrted, it a Handing army 
becomes ncccfl'ary for their fupport Neither the minillcr nor any of his 
adherents, took any fliare in thefe frivolous altercations, which only tended 
to the unneceflary prolongation of the debate. After ijxeclics from Sir 
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Thomas Saunderfon, treafurer to the prince of Wales, who anfwered lord 
Polwarth, and from Lyttleton and Pitt, in favour of the redudion, the mo- 
tion for reducing the army was negatived by 249 againft 164. 

I have thought it neceilaiy to enlarge on this debate, and to particula- 
rize the part taken by the minifler, as well becaufe it proves tliat the addrefs 
which Walpole had employed to render tlic Tories odious, by confounding 
them with the Jacobites, had not been uniuccefsfu], as becaufe the fubftance 
of the fpeech has been ibamefully milreprefented by fome modern writers, 
who have indircdly attributed to Walpole, expreffions ufed by others which 
he never etnployed, and have totally miftaken the fpirit and meaning of his 
arguments *. 

The 


* The accounts of this debate given by Smollett and Belfliam, are here fubjoined, to fliew 
that Smollett has niirrej’)refentcd the debate, and liow carckhly IBellhain has copied his narra- 
tive, and added his own errors. 


Smollett. 

77/(! aiUirrents of the mimfer fnh h tliat 

if the army Ihonld be di{]')andetl, or even conhder- 
ably reduced, the Tory mtcycfl ^vonld prevail: that 
the prcl'ent miniber ot forc( s was nbfolmely nec ef- 
fary to maintain the peace of the kingdom, wJjicIi 
was filled with clamour and difeontenr, as well ns 
io ffpp&rt the JTJup^ hiterelt \ and that tliev would 
vote for keeping vp four times the number^ filould it 
be foiiiul expedient for that purpole. The mem- 
bers in the opf}o/irion replied, that this was a fevere 
fatireon the nliniflrv, whofe conduct liad given birtli 
to f?irh a fpirit of difeontent. They laid it was 
in ctfe^l: a tacit acknovvlalgment, that what they 
called the Whig interefi: was no more than an in- 
conlijderable party, which had engrolled tlie ad- 
minillration by indirect methods, which aeled con- 
trary to the feide of the nation, atid de[)ended tor 
fupport upon a military power, by whom the jieo- 
plc ill general were overawed, and conh qiiently 
cnllnvcd. They affirmed, rhat the difeontent of 
which the miniflry complained, vt'as in cftcc^ owing 
to that very Handing army, which perpetuated 
their taxes, and hung over their heads as the imlru- 
mcnis of arbitrary power and oppreliion. Lord 
ToKvarih explained the nature of Whig princi- 
ples, and demonftrated that the party which dif- 
lingiiiftied itfelf by this appellation, no longer re- 
tained the maxims by wliicli the Whigs were ori- 
ginally charadlcrifcd. Sir John Ilynde Cotton, 
who iboke with the courage antl freedom of an old 
JEjigUfli baron, declared he never knew a member of 
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The mimfiry fa uj led not to affirm^ That 
if the annv was dilbamlcii, ihc Tory interefi 
'ivouLl (juirh'y predomifinte : that the king-* 
dom was filled with cianiour and difeon- 
tent, wliicii a fl.inding military force only 
cotild ernx'^.fiiallv fii}>prcrs : that the fup- 
})ort of the inte.uift demanded the 

mamit nance of this force \ and it was hoped 
and prclumeti the houfe would triple the 
mimbcy\ it adjudged neccllary for this pur- 
pofe.’^ The members of the oppofition 
rci >licc1, in their accuflomed Hrain of vain 
rcafoniJi'^^ that this vindication contain- 
ed in it a fertence of fclLcoiKleinnation, 
for to what caufe could the fpirit of 
clamour and difeontent: be aferibed, but 
to the coiulut^t of the rninilhy? and it was 
from their own nckiiowJcdgment clear, 
tliat what they wen; plea fed to Hyle the 
Whig interefi, w'as, in ilaff, an inconfider- 
nble i^arty, which had engrolkd the power 
of government by indired and unconfti* 
tutional methods, which ac^fed contrary 
to tlie fenfe of tiie nation, and v/hich de- 
pended for fupport upon that very mili- 
tary force w’hich was the grand fource of 
the national difeontent, which perpetuated 
the national taxes, and which menaced 
the national liberties with deftru^ion. 
The claim of the minifiry and their ad- 
herents in the houfe to the appellation of 
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The Spanifh affairs fo much occupied the public attention, that all other Chapter 50. 
conliJenitions were totally overlooked. Had not this i)eeii the cafe, a refo- *737^0173?. 
Jution made this feffion, would have attraded public notice, and have in- 
curred the cenfure of thofe writers who affed a high regard for the liberty printing 
of the preis. I allude to the enforcement of the Handing order of the houfe, 
prohibiting the publication of the debates wliile the houi'e was fitting, and 
the extenlion of that prohibition to tiic recefs. Tlic fpeakcr oblerved, lie 
law with concern, that an account of their proceedings w'as inferted in the 
newfpapers, and other periodical publications, by which means the ipeeches 
were liable to great n^ifreprefentatioris, and he hoped tlic houie would 
find Ibmc method .of preventing this abufe. Sir 'W'illlam Yonge, Sir 
William Wyndham, and Winnington, agreed with tlie fjjeakcr on the pro- 
priety of this meafure. Pultcney enforced the necefllty of putting a flop to 
the pradice fo jullly complained of. He was of opinion, that no apjreals 
fliould be made to tlie public concerning the proceedings of the houie. He 
xirged, tliat to print Ipeeches, even if tlicy fliould not be mifreprelentcd, was 
making the fpeakers accountable without doors, for what they laid within. 

He then declared, that however anxious to check this fcandalous pradice, 
he was unwilling that it fliould be done in I'uch a manner as might ailed 
the liberty of the prefs, or ajipear as if the houfe claimed a privilege to which 
it was. not entitled. That although he had no doubt it was in the power of 
that houfe to punifli printers for publilhing an account of their proceedings, 
even during the rcccls, yet as that pradice had been long connived at, he 
did not wilh to punifli any pall oflenccs.and thought itfufficient to pals refo- 
lutions which might tieter in future. He urged, that fuch a refolulion would 
jjotallcdt any perfon who fliould print an account of their proceedings when 
the parliament fliould be diflblved, and alluded to the hillory of the parlia- 
ment which had lieen publiftied in 1713, the author of which, he oblbrved, 

* had never been c.alled to account by either houfe of parliament. He added, 

of that houfe-, who a.n:cd on true Whig prin- Whigs, was warmly (lifpufcd; and Sir 
ciplcs, vote for a tfanding army in time of peace, Jolin Hynde Cotton detiared, that a ge- 
&c.” Hillory of EnglaiKi, vol. 3. p. nuine Whig could never vote for a ftand- 

Smollett iinpntcs to the adherenn of the mimjlcr, ing army in time of peace, &c.” Tliis 
expreifions which were onlv iifed hy one individual author lias liibltituted, ol his own aiitlio- 
member, who was not in adminiftration ; and Bel- r\1y, frequent i>arliaiKenis, tor trienniat par~ 
fliam, omitting the words adhennts of and putting Uaments, tlie exprelfton ufed both in 
only ///e leaves the reader to fuppofe, that Chandler and Smollett. Memoirs of the 

Walpole bimfclf, or fome of the miniftry, had been Bruufwick Family, vol. 1. p. 37a. 
fo abfurd as to declare, that a ftanding army was 
neceflary to fupport the Whig intereil, and that 
if the army was difbanded, the Tory iiitereft would 
prevail. 

Vol. T. 4 D tlwt 
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Period Vir. that parliaments, when they do amifs, ought to be arraigned with freedom j 
1737101742. Jie hoped this parliament would not deferve it, but if it did, he llioukl be 
~ ~ forry that any refokitions were entered into which might prevent its being 
rcprcfcntcd in its proper colours. TliC minifler, he trufted, would agree with 
him in this opinion ; and ho hoped that the houfe would never ftretch their 
privileges fo far as to cramp tiic freedom of writing on public affairs. 
“ But this confideration,” he concluded, “ can never affect the refolution 
whicli gentlemen propofe tt^ come to now. We have rather been too remifs 
in not putting a flop to this Icandalous pradicc that has been long com- 
plained of. 1 always thought that thefe pamphlets containing our debates, 
were circulated by encouragement, and at the expence of government ; 
for, till the honourable gentleman who fpokc Jail hive one (Mr. Winnington) 
mentioned the magazines in the manner he did, 1 have flill been ufed to 
look on the publifliing them as a miniftcria! projeA ; tor i imagined that it 
being found impracticable to make the people buy and read the Gazetteer by 
itlelf, it was contrived fo that the writings of the other party, being print- 
ed in the fame pamphlet, it might be fomc invitation to the public to look 
into the Gazetteer, and 1 dare fay. Sir, the run which the magazines have 
had, has been entirely owing to this flratagem. The good and the bad arc 
printed together, and people are by this means drawn in to read both. Rut 
I think it is now high time to put a ifop to the effects they may have, by 
coming to a refolution that may at leaf! ])revent any thing being publiflicd 
during the time of our fitting as a houfe, which may be impofed upon the 
world as the language and words of gentlemen who perliaps ne\cr fpoke 
them.” 

The obfervations of the minifter, and his reply to thefe invedives, which 
had little reference to the fubjeft, was manly and dignified, and bears all the 
interjial marks of authenticity. 

“ Sir, you have with great juflice puniflied tome perfons for forging the 
names of gentlemen on the backs of letters ■, but the abufe now complained 
of is, I conceive, a forgery of a worle kind ; for it tends to mifreprelent the 
lenfe of parliament, and impoic u])on the underllanding of the whole nation. 
It is but a petty daiuage that can aiile from a forged frank, when compared 
with the infinite milchiefs that may be derived from this practice. I have 
read fomc <.leb,'itcs of this houl'e, Sir, in whicli f have been made to f])eak 
the very revexfc of what I meant. I have read others, wherein all the 
wit, learning, and argument, have been thrown into one fide, and on 
the other, nothing but what was low, mean, and ridiculous ; and yet when it 
comes to the quellion, the divilion lias gone againft the fide which, upon 

the 



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


ilie flice of the debate, liad reaion and juftice to I'upport it. So that, had Chai>ter jo. 
I beep a flrangcr to the proccetiings, and to the nature of the argu- 
ments tliemfelves, I mull have thought this to liave been one of the ruoft 
contemptible aU’emblies on the face of the earth. What notion, then, Sir, 
can the public, who have no other means of being informed ot the debates 
of this houle, than what they have from thele papers, entertain of the wii- 
dom and abilities of an alfembly, who are reprclentcd to carry every 2 )oint 
againft the ftrongcfl and the jdainell argument and ajrpearances. However, Sir, 
as I believe gentlemen arc by this time fenlible of the necefiity of jtutting a flop 
to this praftice, it will be quite unnecelfary for me to argue a point wherein we 
are all agreed. But J cannot help taking notice of one thing mentioned by the 
honourable gentleman who Ipoke Jaft, fince I w'as the jx'ribn to whom he 
was plealed to a]>j)cal. He mentioned that the hillory of a whole j)arlia- 
ment had been printed, and ll'cmcd to intinuatc that people might make 
very free with parliaments. Really, Sir, I will be lo free as to owai, that 1 
do know of fuch a pami^hlet being j^rinted : nay, I believe, I know a little 
of the author, and the jrublication. But at the fame time, I know, Sir, that 
that W'as one of the worfl houfes of commons that ever this nation law ; 
that they had a dellgn to introduce the Pretender; that they had aj)- 
proved of a fcandalous pc.ace, and after the mofl glorious war that was ever 
carried on ; and had it not been for feme very favourable circumftanccs, 
they w ould have lot allde the prefent happy eflablifliment in his majefty’s 
pcrlbn and family. J liope. Sir, no gcjitleman w'ill find fault with any re- 
flections th.at could lie thrown out againft fuch a houfe of commons; J 
hojx, likewife, that no gentleman w'ill pretend to draw any jxirallcls betw'ixt 
their conduct and our’s. But, Sir, betides thefc confiderations, gentlemen 
are to refled, that the parliament which w.as deferibed in that hiflory, had 
been dillblvetl before the hiftory itfclf w'as jrublilhed. And not only fo, but 
there is a noble lord * in the other houfe, who can, if he pleafes, inform 
gentlemen, that the author of that hiftory was fo ay){)rehenf ve of the confe- 
cjuenccs of jninting it, that the jircfs was carried lo his lioufc, and the coy)ies 
printed oft’ there. 

“ This, I think, Sir, will be fufficient (o flicw', that the author did not thinjc 
himfelf out of danger, even though the parliament was diflblved. But 1 am 
not for carrying thing's to fuch a length at prefent. It may be fufllcicnt, if 
w'c come to a rclblution to jirevcnt the publication of any part of our pro- 
ceedings during tire rcccfs, as well as the fitting of tlie jiarliamcnt. As to Vvliat 

• Probably lord Cobharn. 
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the honourable gentleman fays, with regard to the magazines being publiflied 
and diftributed by order, and at the expence of government, I don’t knov/ 
if he was ferious or not. If he was ferious, he mull have a very contempti- 
ble opinion of the underftanding of thofc gentlemen, who have the honour 
to ferve his majelly, if he imagines that they would be fo weak as to propa- 
gate papers, every page almoft of which had a diredl tendency againft their 
own interelf. If any gentleman will take the trouble, which, I own, I very 
feldom do, to look into thefc magazines, he will find four pages wrote againft 
the government for one that is in its favour; and generally the fubjeft is of 
ftich a nature, as would be feverely puniflied under any other government 
than our own. If the honourable gentleman was not ferious, I think a 
more proper time might have been chofen for ftiewing his wit, than w'hile 
we are confidering of the means of putting a ftop to a practice, which 
he himfelf, and every gentleman W'ho fpoke in tliis debate, allows fo 
nearly to afied; the dignity .and j^rivileges of this houfe. For my own 
part. Sir, I am extremely indifferent, what opinion fome gentlemen may form 
of the writers in favour of the government. But, Sir, I fhall never have the 
wori'c opinion of them for that ; there is nothing more cafy than to raife a 
laugh ; it has been the common pradice of all minorities when they were 
driven out of every other argument. I fliall never be afraid to do w'hat 
I think right, hikI for the fervicc of his majefty and my country, bccaufe I 
may be laughed at. But really Sir, I will be fo free as to fay, that if the 
want of wit, learning, good manners, and truth, is a proper objed of con- 
tempt and ridicule, the writers in the oppofition feeni to me to have a much 
better title to both, than thofc for the government. No government, I 
will venture to fay, ever punifhed fo few libels, and no government ever had 
provocation to punifli fo many. I could name a government in this coun- 
try, under which thofc waitings, which are now cried up, as founded upon 
the laws, and in the conftitution, would have been jxinilhcd as libels, even 
by the gentlemen who are now the warmeft ailvocates for the liberty of the 
prefs, and for fuflcring the authors of thofe daily libels that appear in jnint, 
to pals w'ith impunity. But I afk pardon for what I have laid, that may 
appear foreign to the prefent confideration ; I w'as led to it by what had 
been thrown out by the gentleman who fpoke before.” 

It was then unanimoufly refolved, “that it is a high indignity to, and a no- 
torious breach of the privilege of this houfe, for any news writer, in letters or 
other papers (as minutes, or under any other denomination) or for any printer 
or p^ibiillier, of any printed newfpaper of any denomination, to prefume to 
infert in the laid letters or papers, or to give therein any account of the de- 
bate?, or other proceedijigs of this houfe, or any committee thereof, as well 
4 during 
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during the recefs, as the fitting of parliament ; and that this houfe will pro- 
ceed with the utmoft fevcrity againfl fuch offenders 

It is remarkable that this relblution, which at this time would be confi- 
dered as a great infringement of the liberty of the prefs, and roufe the in- 
dignation of the public, paffed without a tingle diffentingvoico, and with little 
public animadverfion. It is no lefs remarkable, that not one of our hifto- 
rical waiters has taken the fmallcft notice of the debate, which is the 
reafon why I have deemed it not improper to give a jdace in thefc memoirs, 
to a tranfaftion of fuch great hiflorical importance. 'I'iiis relblution was not 
followed by the fmallcft beneficial effects; outlie contrary, it tended only 
flill farther to excite public curlofity, while it rendered truth more difficult 
ot accefs. It compelled the compilers of periodical publications to adopt a 
covert method of giving the debates, which made it more eal'y to fallify 
them, and it is a well known fad, that after this period, the accounts became 
Icls authentic than before The Gentleman’s and the London Magazine were 
at that period the princi])al vehicles of tlie parliamentary debates. The 
Gentleman’s Magazine publilhed the debates in the fenatc of Lilliput, under 
the names of Lilliput and Brobdingnag, and the London Magazine gave a 
journal of the proceedings and debates in a political club, with Roman ap- 
pellations. Each miiceliany aftcrw'ards explained thefc fiditious titles in ad- 
vertilemcnls affixed to the reljiedive volumes. 


CHAPTER THE FIFTY-FIRST: 

1738. 

Proceedings in 'Parliament relative to the Spanijh Depredations^ — Petitions.-^ 
Examination of Witnef'es. — Cafe of Jenkins. — Report of the Committee. — De^ 
hates thereon . — Firm and tetnperate Conduct of kValpole. — Refo/mions of both 
Hoifes. 

T H E remainder of the feffion was principally devoted to the difeuffion 
of the Spanidi depredations. 

On. the 3d of March, the minority commenced their attack. A iietltion, 
* Chandler, t Tindal. 
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prepared with great art and afperity, from divers merchants, planters, and 
others, trading to and interefted in tlie Britilh plantations in America, was 
prcfcnted to the lioufe by aldermen Pert)’’, recapitulating all that had 
pafl’ed in confequence of former applications, and declaring that the Spaniards 
ftill continued their depredations, and carried them to a greater height tlian 
ever. 

This petition w'as referred to a committee of the whole houfe. Alderman 
Perr)', who prefented it, moved that the petitioners fliould be heard by 
thcmfelvcs dud counfel. The fpeaker having objected, as a point ot form, 
that it never was the cuftom of the houfe to admit parties to be heard by 
themfelves md counfel, jtro|)ofed an amendment, by thcmielves or countcl. 
Sir John Barnard anti Sir William Wyndham objeCted to this amendment, 
as no lefs captious and friv-olous, than highly j^rejudicial to the petitioners j 
the miniftcr faid, “ Sir, I mull humbly beg leave to ditler from both the 
lionourable gentlemen. The judgment which we thould form in this cafe, 
ought to be grounded on fiCls as they are fairly repreiented, not as they are 
artfully aggravated. Every gentleman, I believe, from his bare reflection on 
the injuries our merchants have received from Spain, feels within liis breall 
an indignation arife, which there is no occaflon to incrcafe by the jxnver of 
eloquence, or the arts of a lawyer. When gentlemen fee an afliiir through 
the mifh that pafllon raifes betbre their eyes, it is next to impotfible they 
thould form a jufl, judgment. I believe there is fcarce any gentleman here, 
who is not acquainted with as much geography, and as much of the hitlory, 
both of Britain and Spain, as may enable him, from a plain reprelentatioii of 
tacis, to Judge whether the allegations in this petition be true or falle. Now, 
Sir, are not the merchants thcmfelvcs the molt proper to give us this rc- 
prefentation.? Are they not moll immediately intercllcd in the facts.? Where 
then, is the neceflity of counfel .? Or what occalion is there to work 
upon the paffions, where the head is to be informed .? I believe, Sir, e\'erv 
gentleman will find his heart as much affeCled by the artlefs accounts of the 
I’ufterers themfelves, as by the ftudied rhetoric of the moll eloquent counfel. 
However, Sir, I fliall not take the liberty to make any motion on this head, 
but entirely fubmit it to gentlemen’s confideration.” 

The anlwer of alderman Willimot to thefe moderate remarks, will prove 
the temper by which the party in fiivour of the war were aCluated. 

“ Sir, I think the petitioners ought to have liberty to be hoard, not only 
by themfelves and counfel, but if it were pofiible that w'c could Indulge them 
in other advantages, we ought to do it. To talk of working upon the paf- 
fions! Can any man’s paffions be wound up to a greater height, can any 

man’s 
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man’s indignation be more raifed, than every free-born Engllfliman’s muft 
be, when he reads a letter which I received this morning, and which I 
have now in my hand. This letter gives an account that feveiity of our 
brave failors arc now in chains in Spain. Our countrymen in chains I 
and flaves to Spanianls ! Is not this enough to fire the coldell ? Is not 
this enough to roufe all the vengeance of national refentment ? And fliall 
we fit here debating about words and forms, while the fufferings of our coun- 
trymen call loudly for redrefs ?” Notwirliltanding thefe intemperate eflulions, 
the houfe agreed to the amendment propofed by the fpeaker, that the com- 
mittee fliould be infirufted to admit the petitioners to be heard, if they 
thought fit, by themfclvcs or counfel. 

On the fame day, other petitions were prefcnt'ctl, and referred' to a com- 
mittee of the whole houli', in the fame manner as that of the merchants. 

^ Sir John Barnard, after inveighing againfi. thefe unjuft fei/.ures and depreda- 
tions, and llatlng the neceflity (jf irreventing- them dn future, moved for an 
addicts to the king, “ That he would bc' gracioufiy pleafed to give direc- 
tions for laying before the houfe, copies or extracts of the leveral petitions, 
reprelcaitations, memorials, and all other papers relating lo the Spaniib de- 
predations u[5on the Britilh fulijecds, which had been prclcnted to his nia- 
jclly, or delivered to either of his inajefiy’s princi|)al iecretarics of fiate fince 
Midfuinmer laid ; togetb.er with co|)ies ore.vtrafts of Inch memorials or repre- 
fentations, as had been made either to the king of Spain or his miniilers, 
and the anfwcrs returned Iw them to the lame ; and togetlicr with copies or 
extrads of the letters writreir to liis majclly’s minifier at Madrid, witli the 
anlvvers received from him, relating to the faid depredations.” 

'rhis motion brought on a long and warm debate, in which the cruelties 
and infuits of the Spaniards, and the pufillanimity of the Britilh caliinet, 
were cijually exaggerated. The minillor, ever anxious to avoid any violent 
refdutions, which might olfend the irritable temper of the court of Matlrid, 
and particularly to decline entering upon the qiiefliori concerning the right 
claimed by the Sjraniards, of fearching for illicit goods, Hated the dilliculty 
and delicacy of his fituation, either in oppofing or concurring with the mo- 
tion. By oppofing it, he was in ilanger of becoming obnoxious to tlie 
public, and by his concurrence, might ad againft his own judgment, and the 
intereds of the king, which are always infcparahlc from thofe of the nation. 
He then adverted to the danger of creating a mifunderflanding between 
the crown and parliament, if the commons lliould call for papers, which 
Ihould be deemed imjiropcr for communication. Although he was /or 
treating all the claims of Spain as unfounded, yet he w'as apprehenfivc that 
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Perial VJI. fuch difficulties miglit arife in refilling them, as would require much ud- 
1737 to > 74 ®- drels and wifdom to remove. The king had, by the moll prudent me- 
*' ■ thods of negotiation, endeavoured to reconcile the interefts of the kingdom 

with its peace ; and the prefent was the critical period when the effecls of 
thofe negotiations were to take place. 

He owned that the Britifli merchants and feamcn had been often treated 
moft unjuftly and inhumanly by the Spanill) guarda coftas, and that both 
the honour and intereft of the nation were deeply concerned in obtaining 
reparation for fuch injuries, and a proper fecurity in future; at the fame 
time, he declared that rccourfe ought not to be had to arms, while there 
was any prolpc 6 l of obtaining redrefs in a peaceable manner, 

“ It is without doubt,” he faid, “ a veiy' popular way of arguing, to talk 
highly of the honour, the courage, and the fuperior power of this natiim ; 
and, I believe, I have as good an opinion of the honour, courage, and 
power of this nation, as any man can, or ought to have ; but other nations 
mull be fuppofed to have honour as well as wc, and all nations gcticrally 
have a great opinion of their courage and power. If we fliould come to an 
open rupture with Spain, we might in all probability have the advantage; 
but vi£tory and fuccel's do not always attend upon that fide whicli feems 
to be the moll powerful. Therefore, an oj)cn rupture, or declarctl war be- 
tween two potent nations, mull always be alloweil to be an atTair of the ut- 
moft importance to both ; and as this may be the confequence of our pre- 
fent deliberations, we ought to proceed witl; great coolncls, and with the 
utmoll caution 

He next recapitulated the late treaties and tranfadions with Spain, and 
endeavoured to prove, that the inflexibility of the Spaniards was owing to 
the perplexed Hate of affairs in Europe, iince the treaty of Seville, which 
had prevented the meeting <jf the commiflioners for finally adjulling the rc- 
fpedive pretenfions of the two countries. He obferved, that the claims of 
the Englilh were not confidcred, either at home or abroad, to be lb clear as 
they were there reprefented. He attempted to fliew, that the Spaniards 
had hitherto done as much to fatisfy tlie Englifh lufferers as could well be 
expeftccl, that the dillance between Madrid and the Weft Indies was confi- 
derable, that the Spanilh governors were extremely infolent, and not fub- 
jed to fufficient controul, and that therefore it was no wonder if tlie crown 
fometimes found difficulties in bringing them to reafon. 

He gave feme inftances of lliips that had been unconditionally releafed 
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by the Spaniai'ds, of others, on giving fecurity to ftand trial whether they 
had been engaged in illicit trade ; and he nicntioncil feveral whole claims 
were likely to be fatished *. 

He did not, however, intend to oppofe the communication of pa])crs in 
general, but only ot foine, which if made public, might occalion much in- 
convenience. He frankly acknowledged, that the laft anfwer from tlie S[)a> 
nifli court was unfatisflidlory, and that if it Ihould be communicated to the 
houfe, and from thence, as mufl unavoidably happen, to the public, the mod: 
fatal conlec]uences might be produced. That notwithflanding the harJh- 
nefs of that anfwer, the minillry had fent to the court of Madrid fome pro- 
pofitions which might tend to foften matters. He faid, if they were not 
foon anfwered to the fatisfadion of the king, he himfelf would move that 
every paper relating to Spain Ihould be laid before the houfe, but that till 
that anfwer arrived, it w'ould be improper to comply with the motion. 

He concluded by moving as an amendment, the omiffion of “ anfw'ers 
from the court of Spain, and the Brilifh minitlcr at Madrid.” This candid 
and moderate fpeech, which was peculiarly adapted to the temper of the 
houfe, who w'cre not inclined to rejed the whole motion, and which jiroved 
tliat he did not wifh to protrad the inquiry longer than prudence and policy 
direded, had a due ctfed. The tcmj)cratc reprcfentalion of the minifter, 
ably enforced by Horace Walpole, Sir William Yonge, Henry Pelham, 
and Sir Charles Wager, prevailed over the more violent couni'cls of the o])- 
pofition, though fupported by all the eloquence and abilities of Pultcriey, 
Sir John Barnard, and Sir AViliiam Wyndhain. The original motion, as pro- 
poled by Pulteney, was negatived by a majority of 16.4. agiinll 99, and the 
amendment, as propofed by th.e miniller, carried without a clivilion p. 

I'he triumphant majority with which this (jiidlion was carried, was pro- 
dudivc of no cfl'ential .ailvantage to the caule wliich Waljiole was fo anxious 
to fupport. While the attempts were making to ailjufl tlic differences with 
Spain, and while the court of Madrid ieemed iiu lincel to make due rciiara- 
tioii for the injuries complaiueil e)f, StrTliomas Fitzgerald, or, as he is ulually 
called, Don Thomas (ieraldino, the S{)anilh miniller, was employed in fo- 
menting the diilurbances and inflaming the public ilifcontciits. He caVral- 
Icd with the leaders in oppofition, and acquainted liiom with the fecret in- 
formation which his inllrLU.kions or his correfjioiKleiKV enablerl him to com- 
municate. Fie did not helitate t(; allcrt open!} that the F.nglllii iniiiildry 
impofed upon the people, in pretending that the court of .Spiain would b.' 

Tiiidal. t Ch.UKikr. 
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inclined to recede, in the fniiilleft degree, from the claim of {earching all fhips 
which filled near their coafe in America. His intemperance gave gre.it ad- 
vantages to oppofition; and in the courfe of tlie debates in both houfes, 
many fails were difcloled by the members of that party, which ought to have 
been confined to the cabinets. Tlie miniilry, havlr.g loon difeovered bywhofe 
means they obtained poUeflion of thole tads, complained of liis imprudence, 
and clelirccl Mr, Keene to lay the indecency and conicqucnccs of his con- 
diiil before the court of Madrid. But Geruldlno had iruilrated the effects 
of th.ele rejirefentations, by ftating, that the views and ])rinciplcs, even of the 
miniftcr himlcif, and the mofl pacific part of the F.nglilli government, were 
abiblutcly inconfiflcnt with every maxim of the Spaiiilh monarchy, ami ail 
the i’ceurity of its trade. This information found a ready belief at Madrid, 
and their miniflers, tiirougli Geraklino’s advice, became })erfuadcd, that tliey 
could not be fo effcduolly ferved as by fomenting and encouraging the dif- 
contents of the people of England againfl their government *. 

At this period the houfe was daily inundated with petitions and papers 
relating to tlie inhumanities committed upon the Englilh prifoners taken on 
board of trading velfels. They reprefented thefe prit'oners as not only in- 
fulted and pillaged, but compelled to work in the Spanilli dock yards and 
fortifications, witli irons upon their legs, rublifling upon loathfomc provifions, 
and overrun with vermin, frequently tortured and imprifoned in dungeons. 
Several captains and other leamcn were examined at the bar of the houfe, and 
if full credit be given to the witnefics, the facts were unquellionably proved 3 
but their evidence muft be received with great caution. They were not cxy 
aniined upon oath, and were not conlrontcd witli any tellimony on the 
fide of the Spaniards. They were induced by their own intcielts, aiul l>y the 
hopes of obtaining reparation, to exaggerate their injuries. They faw that it 
was popular to inveigh againll the Spaniards, and were encouraged to render 
a difaftrous tale more dilaftrous; they were taught to believe, that if they made 
good their allegations, the mlnillcr who had tamely fuffered I’uch opprcflluns 
W'ould he removed, and that his fucceffors would aft with fudi vigour as to 
force the king of Spain to indemnify llicni for tlieir Ioffes and fufferings . 

The captains and feamcn who appeared at the bar of the houle, gave the 
mofl: exaggerated accounts of the infults permitted and cxcrcifed by the 
Spaniards ; and many related the mofl incredible tales of horror, which were 
implicitly believed, almoll in propr.rtion to their abfurdity. 

Among thole wiio were examined, and whofc ftory I'eemed to make tire 

* Tinda!. f Ibid. 
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deepeft hnpreffion, was one Jenkins ; This man was captain of the Rebecca, 
a trading velicl ; lie (ailed tor Jamaica in the begiiuiing of 1731, and was 
bc'idcd by a guarda coda, and treated with much infuit and indignity. 
In "no account which was given at tlie time, by the periodical |)apers and the 
ptimplilcts of oppohtion, the Spanilh ca[)taiii is reported to luuc put the 
men to the torture, to have hangcal up Jenkins three times, once witli the 
cabin boy at his leet, and then to have cut olF one of his ears, and bid him 
carry it to his king. On his arrival in Ihigland, Jenkins is (aid to have gone 
to court, and laid his calc before the king, and as fonie comjienfation for his 
treatment, or to pacify liim, to have been aiipointed c;ip!aia of an Eall 
Indiaman *. 

This ridiculous (lory, which Burke jullly calls, “ The Fab/e of Jenkins* 
ears,” Icems to have made little imjircfiion at tivc time, but it w'as now 
revived with additional circumtlanccs of crucUy anti inlult ; and Jenkins 
was producetl at the bar ot the houle of commons, to give an account of a 
tranlacdion wdiich had happened (even years before J. 

According to contcmjjoraiy accounts, after relating the tranlaedion, with 
many additional circumdances of infuit and barbarity, he dil'played the car, 
which he liad preferved, as I'omc aflert, in a box, and olliers in a bottle, af- 
ferting, that after tearing it off, the Sjianiard laid (aid to him, “ Carry it to 
your king, and tell his majelly that if he were preient 1 vvoukl lerve him in 
the lame manner.” His evidence is mentioned as a motle) ot nobk Jhnpruitw 
One jioint, in particular, was odentatioudy circulated. Being afleed I'v .1 
member what he thought when he found himlelf in the hands ofdich a ij;u ■ 
barian, he replied, “ I recommended my Ibul to C>od, and my crude tf> my 
country.” Thcl'c w'ords, and the difplay uf his car, uO//, vc/.y/ up ,// 
cotton, he always carried about him, filled llic houle wuh uuiigualion. 


• Gentleman’s Magizine for 1731. Craftf- 
rnrm. 

f It was pofitively alllrteil in tlie eontein- 
por.ary pnlriications, tlira Jenkins was exa- 
inincil at the bar of the honCe of eoninnms, 
ami gave the eviJenee incntiontd in the text, 
•and it is generally adiiiilteil as a favd ; yet it is 
remarkable that no tracts of his evidence arc 
to be found in liie Journals. The whole th:it 
is mentioned in the Journals are the two fol- 
lowing pallitgcs : 

i6th M.irch. “ Ordered, That Captain 


Robert Jenkins do attend tlii. houle inime- 
dia.tely.’’ 

17th M u'ch- Orleif'd, Tiiat Captain 
Robert leiikiii'. do attend, cn d’uelday leorii- 
iiig next, the Committee o! tltc vvl ole lioiiie, 
to whom the peJtion oi divers merchant ,, 
jrlant'.rs, and otiiers, ir.iding lo, and intirtried, 
m, the Hritil!) pl intations m America, in be- 
lialf of themU-lves, and itiany otlicr-, is reler- 
red.” Ihit on 'f'uelilay tlie aili, tliVic is no 
farther mention of Jenidins. 
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The efTcdl of this ridiculous (lory * on the nation at large, was propor- 
tionate to tire impreflion of horror and vengeance it created in the houl'e of 
commons. It was made the vehicle of popular frenzy, and fo highly in- 
flamed the public mind, that Pulteney declared in. parliament, the very name 
of Jenkins would raife volunteers. 

When the nation was irritated by thefe exaggerated accounts and un- 
warrantable artifices, to the higheft degree, the bulinefs was relumed by the 
commons. On the 30th of March, alderman Perry fubmitted to a committee 
of the whole houfe, a report which was calculated to augment the general 
indignation. After the examinations of feveral witnelfes, Murray, after- 
wards earl of Mansfield, was heard as counfel for the petition, and lupported, 
with unufual eloquence, the jufticc of the complaints.. 

Pulteney then rofe, and in a fpeech of great length, fpirit, and pcrlpicuity, 
expatiated on the amazing inflances of cruelty, barbarity, and injullice, 
proved at the bar to have been exercifed on the king’s fubjefts ; he Hated 
the rights of the Britifii nation, which had been controverted and infringed 
by the Spaniards, and on which he propofed to found his motion ; the 
right of free navigation to every part of the American fcas, provided the 
flrips do not touch at any ports polTcfled by the Spaniarcb ; the right of 
carrj'ing ail forts of goods, merchandife, or cffeHs, from one part of the 
Britilh dominions to the other ; to cut logwood in the bay of Campcachy,. 
and to gather fait on the ifland of Tortuga. He concludetl, by proj)ofing 


* See Gentleman’^ Magazine for July 1736. 
Where it is fiifl, tliat the Spanijh Captain w as 
a Lilliputian, Peiiegado — London 

Magazine. — Chandler. — Smollett, yol. 3. 
p. uj. — Belfliam, vol 2. p. 3.— Bryan Ed- 
wards’s Hiflory of the BritiAi Weft Indies, 
vol. I. p. 144.* Voltaire, wlio never fpoils a 


good ftory in the telling, fays, “ Lc capltaine 
“ Efpagnol avait full io vaiiTcnu de Jenkins, 
“ mis reqnipage aux fers, fenriu U ei 
rnjf pc Is s nrei Jit'S art patron, En cct efat Jen- 
kins U: prefenta an parlemcnt, Hiltoirc 

de la Gutrre tie 1741. 


Pope has thus hidicroufly mentioned the incident. 

The Spaniards own they diil a w^aggifli thing, 

“ Who cropt our ears, and lent them to the king.’’ 


fn fpite of thefe authorities, I am inclined to 
give credit to the fiiggeftion of Tindal, ‘‘ tliat 
Jenkins loJI Jus or part of his on another 
uir iiiony and } re tended it had been cut off by 
the crew' of a giiarda cofta.” vol. 20. p. 372. 
It would be uiijiift to liie Spaniards not to 
mention, in this place, a counter ftory, which 
was no lefs believed in .Sjnin than tlic “fable 
of Jenkins’s ears” in England. “ Un Caju- 
juine Anglois, apres avoir, par un trait de per- 
et foils p>rett*xte de comineiie, invite deux 


gc ntillhommes Efpagnols a bord de fon valf- 
feau, les laiilh fans mange r pendant <leux jours, 
pour Icur extorquer unc randan ; niais, coni- 
me cet expedient ne lul reuflit pas, il conpa a 
I’lin dcs deux les oreilles et le nez, ct le for^a,. 
le couteau fur lc gorge, clelesnunger; pro- 
cede, qiii, fans contredit, mettedt ks Elpa- 
gnols cn droit d’ufer de reprcdailles ; aufti, cn. 
liferent ils a la rigueur.” Hiftoire dii Minif* 
terc du clicvalier Kobert Walpole, tom. 3.. 
p. 4,08. 
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it fet of rcfolutions, calculated to aflert thefe rights in the mofl unequivocal 
and fpecific manner. 

The minifter faw and appreciated the deep impreflion which the fpeech 
had made upon the houfe, and the manner in which he anfwereil it, plainly 
fhewed the cmbarraflrnent under which he laboured. He faid, he did not 
pretend to call in queftion any of the rights and privileges which the honour- 
able gentleman had been pleated to enumerate ; this nation had an indifpu- 
table title to them, no Britifh fubjedl would pretend to controvert any one 
of them } and he Ihould be as zealous for defending them as the ho- 
nourable gentleman himfclf. But though fuch was his opinion, yet he 
would not agree that they ought to be vindicated and afferted by the houfe 
in the manner now pro])ofed, bccaufe no Britilh fubjeft could call them 
in (jucllion j and any rcfolutions made by that houfe would not bind 
foreign powers. He next contended, that the pafling of fuch rcfolutions 
would be not only unneceflary but prejudicial. For although thefe rights 
were fccurcd by the law of nations, or by folemn- treaties, yet they had 
never been explicitly acknowledged by Spain, excepting in fuch general 
terms, and by fuch general words, as only conveyed an implied conceflion, 
in the fame manner as we pofleffed Jamaica. But as thefe general words were 
as fecure and indilputable as the mofl exprefs declaration, he entreated the 
lioufe not to pafs any rcfolutions which would preclude the miniflcrs from 
propoling or accepting any fuch general acknowledgments and conceflions. 
The rcfolutions propofed would cramp the negotiations, now carrying on ; if 
.Spain did not accccle to the fpecific terms, it would occafion a rupture be- 
tween the two nations, and render peace unattainable, until one of tlie par- 
ties was wholly fubdued. Jt would be as cafy, he faid, to force them to lign 
a carte blanche, as to compel them to make fuch particular conceffions as 
were mentioned in the rcfolutions; and as the rights in dilpute with Spain 
might be as fully fccurcd by general words in a luture treaty as by particular 
'leclarations, he faw no reafon for precluding the pofTibiliry of fuch a treaty, 
which might attain all the ends propofed by the rcfolutions, and avoid all 
their inconvenicncies. 

“ For this reafon,” he faid, “ I iFall be againfl our coming to any pe- 
remptory rcfolutions, with refpeft to any of the particular rights tlie Spa- 
niards now pretend to contefl; but I fljall mofl readily agree to any motion 
that can be propofed, for fhewing it to be our opinion, that our merchants 
liavc fully proved their Ioffes, and that the depredations that have been com- 
mitted arc contrary to the law of nations, contrary to the treaties fubfifling 

between 
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Period VII. between the two crowns; in fliort, that they are every thing bad, and with- 

173710 1 74Z. out the Icaft pretence or colour of juftice. This, 1 fay, I fljall moft wil- 

*- * lingly agree to, becaufe I think the petitioners have fully proved the allega- 

tions of their petition; I think they have fully proved, that the fubjefts of 
this kingdom have met with fuch treatment from the Sj)aniflii guarda coftas, 
and governors in America, as deferves the higheft reientment. But flill, I 
think; if i)roper fatisfadtion and full reparation can be obtained by peaceable 
means, wc ought not to involve the nation in a war, from the event of winch 
we have a great deal to fear; and the utmofl we can hope for from the n\oIl 
uninterrupteil fuccefs, is a proper fatisfadtion for paft injuries, and a proper 
fccurity againft our meeting with any fuch hereafter, both which wc are 
bound to think there are ftill hopes of gaining by negotiation ; becaufe, if 
it had been otherwife, his majeffcy would certainly have acquainted us with 
it, and have defired us to provide for obtaijiing by force, what he favv was 
not to be otlierwifc obtained 

He concluded by offering an amendment, which adopted only the firfl fen- 
tenceof the propofed refolutions, “ That it is the natural and undoubted right 
of Britilb fubjcdls to fail with their thips on any part of the teas of America 
to and from any part of his nmjelly’s dominions.” After this ienteace the 
minifter propofed to infert, “ That the freedom of navigation and commerce, 
which the fubjedts of Great Britain have an undoubted right to by the law of 
nations, and which is not in the leall rellrained by virtue of any fublifting 
treaties, has been greatly interrupted by the Spaniards, under pretences al- 
together grouiKllci's and unjufl. That before and fincc the execution of the 
treaty of Seville, and the declaration made by the crown of Spain purfuant 
thereunto, for the latisl'adlion and fccurity of the commerce of Great Britain, 
many unjull feizures and caj)lurcs have been made, and great dejircdations 
committed by the Spaniards, which have been attended w'ith many inftances 
of unheard of cruelty and barbarity. That the frequent aj^plications made 
to the court of Spain, for procuring juffice and latisfadlion to his majctly’s 
injured fubjcdls, for bringing the offenders to condign punilhment, and for 
preventing the like abufes in future, have jirovcd vain and ineffcdlual; and 
the feveral order-s or ccdulas, granted by the king of Spain, for reftitution 
and reparation of great Ioffes fuilained, by the unlawlul and unwai'rantablc 
feizures and ce.ptures made by tlic Spaniards, have been diibbej'cd by the 
Spanith governors, or totally evaded and eluded. And that tliefe violences 
.and depicdut ioAs have been carried t)n to the great lofs and damage of the 
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fiibjedls of Great Britain tracling to America, and in dired violation of- the 
treaties fubfilling between the two crowns 

Theie amendments occafioned a long and vehement debate, which, accord- 
ing to the opinion of a contemporary author, “ is grofUy niifrcprefcntt’d in 
the parliamcntar}' collections of that time.” The gentlemen in o|)potition 
had not fludied the term of contraband goods with fufficiont precilion, .and 
tliey confounded them with illicit goods. The difference between tlie inten- 
tion and meaning of the treaty concluded with Spain in 1667, and th..t of 
1670, was not fufficiently defined; llie former relating to the European 
commerce, and the latter reftrided folely to the American. Neither was 
there fulllcient foundation ior a houfe of parliament to alfcrt the right w'hich 
tire Englilh had of cutting logwood in the bay of Campeachj% and it was 
certain that that riglit had not only been warmly contelled by tlic Si)aniards 
in former negotiations, but had been tacitly given up by fomc of the Englifh 
minillers, and the whole of it was .abfolutely inconlillent with the intereft 
of the South Sea company. It was maintained by Sir Robert Walpole and 
his friends, during the courfe of tlic debate, that the refolutions moved for 
liy him, contained all that could be reafonably expeded from Spain at that 
time; and that whatever claims the Englifb had to lands in the province of 
Jucutan, or to cut logwood in the bay of Campeachy, or toother privileges, 
cither of poUcdion or navigation, it could not be affeded or weakened by 
the amendment ; which, after a long and (harp debate -f-, was carried without 
a diviiion. When the refolution, amended in the committee, was reported 
to the houfe by alderman Perry, the minority propofed that it fhould be re- 
committed, but the motion was negatived by 224 againft 163.];. Then 
alderman Perry propofed, and carried an addrefs, “ befecching the king to ufe 
his endeavours to obtain cffedual relief for his injured fubjeds, and to con- 
vince the court of Spain that he could no longer i'uffcr fuch conftant and re- 
peated infults and injuries, to the diflionour of his crown, and to the ruin 
of his trading fubjeds ; affuring the king, that fliould his friendly inffances 
for procuring juftice, and for the future fecurity of tlicir navigation .and com- 
merce, which Ills people have an undoubted right to by treaties and tlie law 
of nations, fail of luccefs, the houfe will effedually fupport his majefty 
in taking fuch mcafurcs as honour and juftice ftiall make it neceflary to 
purfue §.” 

The great objed of the mlnifter in moving his amendment, was to pre- 
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vent any mention of not fearching (hips, which he well knew would never be 
agreed to by Spain. But he had no reafon to boaft of his vidory, for on 
the fame day, the houfe of lords, after a long debate, voted refolutions much 
ftronger than thofe which patfed the commons, and what rendered this cir- 
cumftance more extraordinary was, that the minifterial party teemed to have 
almoft adopted the arguments of the oppofition, and to have employed all 
the violent expreffions of thofe who witlicd to bring on a war. The lords 
not only aflerted the undoubted right of Great Britain to navigate on the 
American teas, but alfo “ to carry all forts of goods and merchandife, or ef- 
feds, from one part of his majefty’s dominions to any other part thereof, and 
that no goods, being to carried are, by any treaty fubtitling between the 
crowns of Great Britain anti Spain, to be deemed or taken as contraband or 
prohibited goods ; and that the fearching of fuch thips, on the open fcas, 
under pretence of their carrying contraband or prohibited goods^ is a vio- 
lation and infradion of the treaties fubfifling between the two crowns 

Thefe refolutions were formed into an addrefs, promifing the mofl effec- 
tual fupport, Ihould the king’s inftances fail of having a dug effed on the 
crown of Spain. 

The king fandioned tliefe ftrong refolutions by a no lefs ftrong reply : 

1 am fenfibly touched with the many hardlhips and injuries fuftained by my 
trading fubjeds- in America, from the cruelties and unjuft depredations of the 
Spaniards. You may be affured of my care to procure fatisfadion and re- 
paration for the Ioffes they have already fuftered, and fecurity for the free- 
tiom of navigation for the future ; and to maintain to my people the full 
enjoyment of all the rights to which they are entitled by treaty and the law 
of nations, I doubt not but 1 lhall have your concurrence for the lupport- 
of fuch meafures as may be neceflary for that purpofe^.” 

As the public mind became more and more exafporated againft Spain, and 
as the pufillanimity of the miniller became the conftant objed of popular 
jnvedive, the oppofition determined to exert one great efr(';t to bring on im- 
mediate hoftilities, and to preclude the miniftcr from availing himfelf of the 
interval which was ftill left open for negotiation. Fulteney, who conduded 
this whole bufinels with great addrefs and ability, was the organ of the mino- 
rity. He moved to bring in a bill under the plaufible title of elfedually fe- 
curlng and encouraging the trade' to America. It was to revive part of two 
ads, palled in the reign of cpicen Anne, and in effed, if carried, it would 
have amounted to a declaration of war, and tended to involve the country 

•* Lords’ Peliates, f Tindal, vol. so. p. 377. Lords’ Dcbatei. 
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with all the commercial nations in Europe. The intention of the adl w?s, to 
give the property of all prizes taken from the Spanianls, after a declaration 
of war, to the officers and fe,amen prefent in the adlion ; head money, or /^5, 
for every Spaniard made prifoner at Tea, was to be granted to the failors ; and 
the property of all places taken was to be veiled, by the king’s patent, 
in the captors. 

During its progrefs the minifter attacked it with great ftrength of argu- 
ment. He endeavoured to ihcw its impropriety at this junfture, and |X)inted 
out the injullice of particular parts. On the lirll claufc he obferved, “ That 
as the bill then Hood, if hoililities were immediately to commence againll' 
Spain, and a fquadron of Engiifh Ihips were to take (he whole Plate fleet 
or flotilla of the Spaniards, with all their rcgiller fliips, it w'ouhd become the 
property of the Engiifh feamcn, though it was notorious that not one-fifth 
part of that treai'ure, in reality, belonged to the Spaniards, but was the pro- 
perty of tlie French, the Dutch, and other trading nations of Europe.” 

To the claufe for granting head money he made no objection ; lie thought 
it juft and reafonable liiat the failors in cafe of a war fliould h.ave I'uch 
encouragement, and declared that he would willingly concur in any motion 
for that purpofe. 

Tlie third claufe he conceived to be highly dangerous, becaule it would 
cft'edlually preclude the conclufion of a falc and lionourable pacification ; 
as in all negotiations for peace, fome places on botli fides are ufually reflorcd 
to facilitate the accommodation, which could not be effeded if the king, by 
'letters patent, ftrould part with the property to private owners. Tn opjio- 
fition to this claufe he urged, tliat tlie bill, it palled in the prefent form, 
would be attended with the total ruin of tlie Britilh commerce in Eu- 
rope. It muft give fo great an alarm to the French for their property, which 
is even greater than that of the Spanianls on board of the galleons, that, 
they would not hefitatc taking ]>art with Spain, and joining their whole nav;d 
force to convoy the Spaniftr merchant fleet to the ports of Europe. 

“ But a more material confiderafion ftill remained ; mofl of the French, 
Dutch, and Danifli property at fea, was infured in England or Holland 
in time of peace, and therefore the lofs, in fiid, muft fall upon the Britilh 
and Dutch infurers, as they could have no pretext to iiuleiunify tlie French 
and other nations for tlie lofles they would fuftain; fo that the bill, if pafled 
into a law, might ruin the Dutch as well as the Britifli infurers.” 

He defired the houfe to confider, in fucli an event, what muft be the 
cafe of the Britifh merchants then refiding in Spain, their perfons, their /hips, 
Vou. I. 4 F aiid 
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and their properties, all which the Spaniards would certainly fequefter. “ What 
mull the Dutch,” laid he, ‘‘ think of fuch a bill ? Or what power in Europe 
can be our hearty friend, (liould it, at this time, pafs into a law *.” 

In the courfe of the debates many perfonal reflexions, highly injurious 
to his charafter, were call on the miniller, and a bitter altercation arofe 
between him and Pulteney, who was loudly called to order, and obliged to 
acknowledge, that the warmth of his temper had tranfported him to ufc 
fome unguarded exjrreflions, for which he teftified his concern. 

In aniwer to thole who alledged he was afraid of a war, becaufe peace was 
his only fafely, Walpole oblerved, “ It is but a mean excufe for a minifter, 
when a wrong flcp is made in government, that he is not accountable for the 
events of meafures that never were advifed by him, and in which he was 
over-ruled by his fuperiors. I have always difdained thofe mean fubterfuges ; 
and with what face can I appear again in this houfe, if full and flii ple fatis- 
fadlion Is not made, or at Icaft if we do not do our utmoft to obtain it, 
either by fair and peaceable means, or by exerting all our llrength, in cafe a 
war becomes neceflary. If my county flrould call me to account, I would 
willingly take upon me the blame of every ftep that has been made by the 
government, fince 1 had the honour to enter into the adminillration. As to 
the common notion of a minifter’s being afraid to enter upon a w'ar, I do 
not underftand uix)n what it can be grounclcd. For my part, I cou d never 
fee any caufo, either from reafon or from my own experience, i j imagine 
that a miniller is not as fafe in time of war, as in time of peace. Nay, if we 
are to judge- by realbn alone, it is the intcrell of a miniller, conlcious of any 
raifmanagement, that there Ihould be a war; becaufe by a war, the eyes of 
the public are diverted from examining into his cr uduX ; nor is he account- 
able for the bad fuccefs of a war, as he is for that oi an adminillration “j-.” 

The bill was negatived by a large majority j;. 

A few days after this debate, the feflion was clofed by prorogation. 

Thus was concluded this dlflicult feflion, in whic ) the minifter contrived 
to place the diiputes with Spain on fuch a footing as to give an opening to 
.an amicable negotiation, during the courfe of whicli, he trufted that a due 
mixture of vigour, moderation, and forbearance would induce die court of 
Madrid to agree to fuch conditions, as would fatisfy the Englifti nation, 
might reftore liarmony, and prevent a rupture. The refolutions of the houfe 
of commons were tranfmltted to Mr. Keene, to lay before the king of Spain; 
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letters of ^prifals were offered to the merchants; a Iquadron of ten (hips Chnptcrsa. 
of the : for the Mediterranean, under the command of admiral 1738101739 

Haddoh v' * ti^any fingle Ihips were font to America, and the infant colony of 
Georgia fupplied witli troops and (lores for refifting the Spaniards, 
who threatened to invade it from Saint Auguftine, Thefe precautions for 
defence and attack, were obvioudy calculated to give weight to the negotia- 
tion with Spain, and they bad their due cHee'l-. 


CHAPTER THE FIFTY-SECOND; 

1738—1739. 


Difficulties attending the Negotiation with Spain. — Articles of the Convention . — 

Proteji of Spain.—^Parliamentary Proceedings. — Debates on the Convention. 

T he remainder of the year was pafled in attempts to adjuE the dif- . Negotiatiom 
ferences between Spain and England. Spam, 

There never was any negotiation w'hich commenced with more unfavour- 
able appearances, and w'as attended with greater difficulties. Thete difficul- 
ties principally arol'e from the punctilious and inflexible fpirit of the Spanifli 
court, the high expeftatlons of the Englifli nation, the difeordant refolutions 
of the lords and commons, and the dilputes between the crown of Spain and 
the South Sea com{)any. 

The firfl; difficulty arofe from the Spanifli court, tremblingly alive to all 
difeuffions on points which related to their American pofleffions ; for al- 
though Philip appeared well inclined to give full fatisfadion for paft depre- 
dations, and full fccurity for freedom of navigation, which did not promote 
the illicit commerce, carried on with his fubjeds in America, or which did 
not infringe on his fovereignty ; yet he could not be prevailed on to grant 
any fpecilic propofition for not fearching (hips, either in the open feas, or 
hovering on their coafts, under the pretence of trading to and from the 
Britifli plantations. 
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rt riod VII. Tlie difficulty of managing fo capricious a court, was Increafed by the higk 
expectations of the EngUfli nation. The people, fired with enthufiafm, and 
inflamed by the 'exaggerated accounts of the Spanith depredations, wildly 
and imperioufly clangoured for red refs. They laid their demands of repara- 
tion at a very high rate ; they required ample fatisfa<5tion for part injuries, and 
full fecurity againft future depredations, which fecurity was made to confift 
in an ex])licit renunciation of the right of fearching (hips, in all places ex- 
cept the Spanilh ports and fcas. 

Walpole, well aware of the inflexibility of the Spanifti court on this deli- 
cate queftion, had contrived to word the refolutions, which pafled the com- 
mons, in fuch a manner as to omit the mentioii of the word Search. He 
had avoided, with great prudence, all Ijiecific claims, and confined the expref- 
fions of the houfe to general topics. But this defign had been fruftrated by 
the reCblutions of the lords, vvliich reduced the qucltion to a fpecific propo- 
fition, and pofitively declared the illegality of fcarching Englilh veflels on 
the open feas, and trading to and from the diflerent parts of the Britifli do- 
minions. Thcfc difeordant refolutions naturally produced numerous em- 
barraflhients, and would have occafioned infupcrable obftruftions, had not 
the miniiler refolved to adhere to the decifion of the commons. 

But tile negotiation encountered tlie greateft diiliculty from the difputes 
of the crown of Spain with the South Sea company. The origin and pro- 
grefs of tliat company, and the fatal confequences of the projedt of com- 
merce to South America, have been already related *. 

Beflirc the afliento treaty, a very advantageous, though contraband trade, 
was carried on from Jamaica to the Spanilh colonies. The Spanifh gover- 
nors connived at the introdudlion of negroes,, and the importation of Englifli 
manufadlurcs. Tlie profit of this trafiic rvas certain and expeditious, and 
was flill greater, becaufc it was not attended with the payment of any duties 
to the king of Sjiain, or other incumbrances. 

But this branch of traffic was evidently diminilhedby the afliento treaty. It 
then became the intercll of Spain, fin- the fake of the duties, as well as of the 
South Sea company, who wilhed to monopolize the trade to the Spanifli Weft 
Indies, to ftop this cominercial intercourle, and many remonftrances were 
made for that purpofc to government, as well as to the Spanifli court, by the 
diredlo s, who conficlered all Britilh fuhjcds, trading to the Spanilh fettle- 
ments, as interlopers upon their province. Hence difputes frequently arofe 
between the South Sea company, and the traders of Jamaica j and the direc- 


* Chapter 19. 


tors. 



589 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

tors, by their remonftrances, often occafionecl the fcillirc and confifcatlon of chapter 5a. 
vcdc's which W'cre taken in the acl of carrying on an illicit trade, or with 1738101739. 
illicit goods on board. The court of Spain liad made a merit with the v— — v— 
Britilh government, of having endeavoured to check a commerce which 
was prejudicial to fo great a public company *, and at the lame time the 
Britilh traders made the moil violent com^rlaints againft the guarda coftas, 
for making thefe feilures, which they termed illegal and unjult. 

The affiento treaty ftipulated the |)a}'mcnt of certain duties, for the in- 
trodudionof negroes, and other articles of trade. Tlicfe had been always 
paid to the Spanifli oJhccrs, according to the rate of excliangc between Great 
Britain and Spain, and received without complaint, hut as Spain had, Ic- 
vcral years before this period, given currency to another ijrccies of ilollars, a 
claim was now made of the dilferencc between the two fpecies of dollars, ever 
lince the new regulation, under the denomination of arrears. Jn addition to 
this, anotlier demand was made, for the fourth of the profits acquired by the 
annual fliip, w'hich was due to the king of Spain. On tlie other fide, the 
company claimed reparation for the damages fuflalned by the leizure of theit* 
cflTefts in 1718 and 1727, before war had been declared between England and 
Strain. 

In the midft of thefe difficulties, the minifter exerted all his influence, at 
home ami abroad, to fettle the differences in a fatisfadory manner, or 
to refer the lertleinent to the decilion of plenipotentiaries, by which 
means farther time would be obtained to prevent tlie commencement 
of hofhilitics. A double negotiation was o{x:ned, between the miniflers and 
Geraldino in London, and between Keene and La Quadra at Madrid, whidi 
had no immediate communication with each other. Walpole wholly influ- 
enced the negotiation at London, but he could only modify that which was 
carrying on at Madrid. 

Geraldino having delivered a meffiige, importing that his mailer was in- 
clined to enter into meafurcs for conciliating pall differences, and agreeing 
upon a method for preventing them in future } an account was fluted of 
the demands on each fide, which, after fomc difficulties, was reduced to a 
balance of 140,000, in favour of England, and lent to Mr. Keene to be 
ratified. But when this agreement was tranfmitted, tlie court of Madrid 
refufed to ratify it, declaring that Geraldino had iurpalfcd his powers. 

Foiled in this attempt, the minifter modified and tempered the violent 
orders feut from the duke of Newcaftle to Mr. Keene, and exhorted him to 

ule 
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tii'c every effort with de la Quadra, and to reprefent the ncceflity of adjufling 
the differences amicably. 

This pacific fpirit fortunately prevailed in the counfcls of England ; and 
due confideration was paid to the honour, jealoufy, and even to the preju- 
dices of Spain. Keene fcconded the pacific efforts of the minifter w’ith great 
addrefs and ability, and finally overcame the dilatorincls, the pundilios, and 
the repugnance of the Spanifli court. 

A convention was accordingly fettled on the following bafis : “ That 
within fix w'ceks, two plenipotentiaries fhould meet at Madrid, to regulate 
the refpedive pretenfions of the two crowns, with relation to the trade and 
navigation in America and Europe, and to the limits of Florida and Carolina, 
as well as the other points w'hich remained to be adjufted, according to for- 
mer treaties. That the. plenipotentiaries fliould finilh their conferences 
within eight months ; That in the mean time, no progrefs fhould be made 
in the fortifications of Florida and Carolina. That his Catholic majefly 
fliould, within four months from the day of exchanging the ratifications, pay 
to the king of Great Britain, the fum of ninety-five thouland pounds, as a 
balance clue to Great Britain, after dedudion made of the demands of Spain. 
That this fum fhould be employed for the fatisfaclion, difeharge, and pay- 
ment of the claims of Britifli fubjeds upon the crown of Spain. That this 
reciprocal difeharge, however, fhould not extend or relate to the accounts 
and differences which fubfiflecl between the crown of Spain and the afliento 
company, nor to any private contrafts between cither of the two crowns, or 
their minillcrs, with the fubjedis of the other i or between the fubjedts of 
each nation refpedlively.” 

In all his conferences with Mr.Keenc, de la Quadra hadinfifted, that^. 68,000 
was due to his mafler from the South Sea company ; and had declared that 
the convention would not be ratified, unlefs that money was paid. Keene 
reprefented, that the interefls of the company, and thofe of England, w^erc 
diftind confiderations ; and that the convention was a fettlement of accounts 
between the two nations, the other, a private tranfadion between the king 
of Spain and the company. He faid, that if it was proved that £, 68,000 
was owing, the money fhould be paid. This la Quadra confidered as a po- 
fitive promife, that the jf. 68,000 fliould be liquidated before the execution 
of the articles of the convention. Accordingly, at the very moment when 
the convention was to be ratified, the Spanifh miniflcr delivered to Keene, 
a declaration or proteft, declaring, in due form, that the king of Spain re- 
ferved to himfclf the right of fufpending the afliento treaty, fliould the com- 
pany not pay within a fliort time the £. 68,000. Under the validity and 
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force of this protcft, and that, upon the firm fuppofition that it would not 
be eluded on any motive or pretext, he was ready to figh the convention. 
Keene feeing the obftinacy of the Spanifli court, knowing the anxiety of the 
Britifii minitter, to receive the ratification before the meeting of j)arliamcnt, 
and aware, that unlefs he accei)ted the protcft, the negotiation would be in- 
ilantly broken off, conlented to receive it, though witliout admitting the 
fadl it alfumed, and fimply to be tranfraitted to the confideratlon of the 
Britifh cabinet. Clogged w'ith this obtlrudicni, the convention was finally 
figned at Madrid, and tranfmitted by a courier to Loniion, who did not ar- 
rive till the 15th of January. 

The public mind was agitated to a ilcgrec of frenzy, and their cxpciffations 
to a pitch which no realbnable concefiion could gratify. Bei- Jos punifli- 
ment inflicted on the Spanidi captains, and others vvlio had committed depre- 
dations, they required, that the Sfjaniards llioukl ]>o(itively diiclaim all right 
to fearch Britifii (hijis in the American feus, and dilavow their right to 
Georgia, and a part of South Carolina j that they fiiould pay 340,000 as 
a compenfation for the captures and confifeations, to dvfchargc the balance 
of the account, due to the South Sea company, for the cffedls confifeated, 
which amounted to no lefs a fum than a million fterling ; and it was faid, 
that if the nation fiioulci not receive fatisfaftion on tliefe particulars, no 
juftice was procured, and no fccurity obtained. In the midft of thefc cla- 
mours, every eye was direded to the meeting of parliament, which was to 
afl'eniblc on the r8th of January. But the public were difappointed : on 
that day the parliament was farther prorogued until the firft of February, 
and it was known that the difficulty in adjufting the diljiutcs with Spain, 
had been the caufe of this prorogation. 

On the firft of February the parliament affembled. The fpeech from the 
throne mentioned the ratification of the convention. 

“ It is now a great fatisfaftion to me, that I am able to acquaint you, that 
tlie mcafurcs I have purfued have had fo good an effed, that a convention is 
concluded and figned between me and the king of Spain, whereby, upon 
confideratlon had of the demands on both fides, that: prince lias obliged 
himfelf to make reparation to my fubjeds for their lofles, by a certain fti- 
pulated payment : and plenipotentiaries are therein named and apjiointed 
for regulating, within a limited time, all the grievances and abufes which 
have hitherto interrupted our commerce and navigation in the Amcricaii 
feas ; and for fettling all matters and difputes, in fuch a manner, as may 
for the future prevent and remove all new caufes and pretences of com- 
plaint, by a ftrid obfervance of our mutual treaties, and a juft regard to the 
4 rights 
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rights and privileges belonging to each other. will order the convention, 
and the I'eparate articles, to be laid before you. 

“ It hath been my principal care to make ufe of^ the confidence you re- 
pol'od in me, in this critical and doubtful conjund ure, with no other view, 
but the general and lading benefit of my kingdoms ; and if all the ends 
which are to be hoped for, ev5n from fuccefsful arms, can be attained, with- 
out plunging the nation into a war, it mull: be thought, by all reafonablc 
and unprejudiced perfonS, the moll defirable event 

Tiic motion for an addrefs encountered violent oppofition in both houfes. 
In the lords, however, it palled without a divifion, by the interpofition of the 
earl of Scarborough and the duke of Argylc, who, though they declared their 
ciiiapprobation of that tiling called a convention, yet conceived it would be 
irregular to mention it till it was laid before them, and thought that unani- 
mity \v;is highiv neccH’ary at the prefent jundure. 

In the commons, an addrefs being moved for as ufual, in the terms of the 
focech. Sir William Wyndham objeded to all expreflions which miglit ap- 
pear an a[»probation of the convention, and therefore propofed omitting all 
the paragraph which alluded to it, and merely to thank the king for his 
fpeech, and to allure him that the houfe would grant the nccefiaiy llipplies, 
and endeavour to avoid all heats and aniniolities. 

Sir Robert Walpole, in a long and able fpcech, defended the condud: of 
minillcrs in tlie negotiation with Spain. He declared that the accommo- 
dation was attended with all the advantages which the moft fuccefsful war- 
fare could have procured. He Ihcwed, under the exifting circumftances, it 
was more prudent and beneficial to avoid extremities ; that all the commer- 
cial nations, even France itlelf, did not objed to the claim of fearching and 
feizing their Ihips, w'hen taken in the ad: of carrying on illegal trade. He 
then extolled the convention, wnth a wantonnefs of praife not ufual with 
him, and declared he thought it his peculiar happinefs, that the nation 
would deem the influence he poflefled, the principal means of its ratifica- 
tion ; and that he fhould not be forry if it was confidered as a meafure en- 
tirely his own. He finally obferved, that it was unfair to decide on the 
merits or demerits of the convention, before it was known ; that in 
a few days it would be fubmitted] to the houfe, when a candid difeuf- 
fion would take place ; and that as there was no reafon to fuppofe it con- 
trary to the known intereft of the nation, he faw no ground for oppofing 
the addrefs. He reminded the houfe, that the laft feflSon he declared him- 
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lelf anfwcrable lor the meafurcs purfucd by government, while he was nai- 
nifter ; he was prepared to make good his promit'e ; all lie doiircd was a caiulid 
bearing, and that he lioped would not be denied. lie concluded, by oppol- 
ing the aniendment, and tupporting the original addrefs. 

He was anlwcred by Lyrtleton, Sir John Hynde Cotton, and Sir Jolin 
Barnard, who took notice that the tjx'cch ir'elt was moll abliirdly worded, 
becaute it llatcd, that ^ileiiipotentiaries were to regulate tlie grievances and 
abutes that had ha[)pencd to the Britilh ful'jcds, iVoni the infblcnce and 
cruelty ol the Sjianiards ; now to regulate abures, lie laid, implied a eonii- 
nuance of them, but only under another form *. 

The motion for the addrels was carried bv 23.]. agalnli 141 J* ; a majorify 
which infpired the miniiler with untbimdcd hopes of a ijuiet aiui ealy lef- 
fiori, lor on the contrary, every mcafure was adopted, and e very ex])e(.Iient 
reforteil to lor the purjKilc of harrafllng adminillratiiin, and throwing an 
odium on the meafurcs of government. 

Almoll the only quedion which was not refilled, was the jiroiioial for em- 
ploying 1 2,000 teamen. The motion for 18,000 land forces was ojipofed, 
and a redudion to 12,000, as in the laft feflion, movcil by Shippen, but 
negatived by 253 againft 183 J. 

Mean while the convention had been laid before the houfe, and referred to 
a committee, and its contents having been communicated to the jiublic, a 
general ferment prevailed in the nation, and a violent outcry was raifed 
againll the conditions. One article, agreed to by the Englilli coinmillli- 
rics, which gave much umbrage, ami had a great cHedl in irritating tlie 
public mind, was the claim of /h 60, 000, for the value of the Ihips taken 
by admiral Byng, oil' the coafl; of Sicily, in 1718. This demand was founded 
on an article in the peace of Madrid, made under the adminiilration of Sun- 
derland, which proniifed rcB.itution, and was confirmed by the treaty of Se- 
ville. This filpulation had never been pertbrmed ; the claim on the fide of 
the Spaniards Hill cxilled in its full force, and therefore, though un])opular, 
was jull and reafonablc. Motions being made by the party in oppofition, 
that the petitioners might be hoard by counfcl, were warmly ojijioied by the 
niinillerial party, and, negatived, after long and warm debates §. A private 
petition was alio pretented from the owners ot a Ihip taken in 172.7, and 
another upon the capture of the Ihip Sarah, belonging to Brifio!, praying 
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alfo to be heard by counfel. The minifter juflly obferved, that if the pro- 
])rietors of every capture were to be heard by counfel, the houfe would be 
fo’ely occupied in fuch alEirs, and could not attend to public bufinefs. 
The i]ucflioii, however, was prcfle<l, and lofb only by 13 *. This large mino- 
rity, upon fo clifjjutcd a point, inrj)lred the oppolition with themoft fanguinc 
hopes, and encouraged tlicm to perfevere. 

After various other j)etitions, botli public and private, the convention 
was firfl taken into conlidcration in tlic houfe ot lords. On the ill ot 
March, lord Cholmondelcy moved an addreis, tiniilar to that wliich was after- 
wards propofed in the houfe of commons, by Horace Walpole. Alter a 
warm and vigorous contefl, the addrefs was voted by a majority of 93 againft 
74, and a ftrong protefl was made by nine and tliirty peers -{'• At the 
head of thole who voted in oppofition, was the prince of Wales. 

Notwithffanding their defeat in the fioulc of lords, the oppofition enter- 
tained hopes, that the convention would be difapproved and reje< 5 lcd by the 
commons. At length, the 6th of March was the day appointed for taking 
into confideratlon, the various petitions relating to the convention. The 
members repaired fo early to the houfe, that 100 had taken their teats before, 
eight in the morning. The public attention was no lefs powerfully attradfed. 
to this important debate, the rcfult of whicli was c,xpc6lcd to decide the faic 
of the minifler. The lixth and feventh were occupied in examining wit- 
Jicfles, and hcarijig feme Weff India merchants, in fupport of their pe- 
titions. 

On the 8th, at half pafl eleven, Horace Walpole, who had thoroughly un- 
tlerflood the fubjed, and had tlrawn u]') I'evcral papers relative to the tranfac- 
tion, opened the debate by a fpeech of two hours and a half |. He began by 
cxprefllng his hopes, tliat in difeuffing this important queftion, on which 
de|x;n(.lecl the itliie of peace or war, gentlemen would lay afidc wit and 
railing accufations, avoid perfonalities, not miftake a popular outcry, for 
the voice of the people, as cliflinguiflied from that of parliament, and 
would not be biafled by flrong aflertions without proof. After making a 
general obfervation, that in all diflcrenccs between two nations, an im- 
mediate declaration of war ought not to be the firft refolution of either, he 

* 175 tt) 162, Journals. Tindal, vol. 20, the firft debate on the convention. They are 
p> 200. ^ jninvites of j;art of Horace Walpole’s fpeech, 

t Lords' Debates. Sir Thomas Saundcrfoii’s, and Mr. Pitt’h-. 

.J: Among thcOriord Papers, area few par- Though flioit and jmperfcc% they fndicicntly 
liamentary memorandums, in the hand writing prove the general accuracy of the fpeeches, 
of Sir Robert Walpole, taken by him during given by Cliandler, on that occafion. 
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ybl'ervecl, that the three great points on whicli he flioukl roll the detcnce ol t'h: 
the convention were, flrft, honour; focond, latislacfl ion ; ami third, (ccurily, 

He then undertook to jirove, that tlie honour ol' the nation was jiiclcrved, ^ 
that latislattlion had been given lor pall injui'ics, and leciirity obtained againli 
luture grievances. 

“ As to the firll polition, wlaeh regards the honour of the nation ; I ob - 
I'ci-ve,” h.e laid, “ that gentlemen, in dil'cuffing our ditrercnces with Spain, are 
impreffed with a notion, that the honour of the nation has been facriliccd- 
I'his is a topic on w'lich fome gentlemen have fondl)’ c.xpatiatcil. f am no 
lels jealous of the national honour than any other gentleman; but true 
lionour is founded on jullice and humanity, and not on ambition, fulfe glory, 
or intercll, and I am convinced that this treaty is founded on the former, and 
not on the latter. 

“ The did’ereuccs with Spain arofc from dil'putes on matters of right, or from 
tlepredaiions committed by Sjianilli fubjeAs.. Tlie matter of rig^ht I’eing in- 
contdlible, ami the depredations groat and frequent, hatl intcrell, ambition, 
or laile glory been the objeAs, the king had fulllcient pretence to declare 
’,var witl'.put having rccourlc to amicaldc means. But as thefe were not his 
objcAs, he conlidercd the peace and liappind’s of his people, as tlie ibliil 
foundation of his glory. He made repeated, but incirct'ilual ajtplications t(.> 
Spain, to adjufl the diirercnces in an amicable manner. At length, fu})por!cd 
liy tlio rcfoluti()ns of both houlcs during the lall teffions, he made a pe - 
nauptory demand, ami infilled, that urilds a Ipeedy and categorical anfwei 
tvas piven, recourlc mull be had to thole extremities which lie lo much 
u lilted to avoid. This declaration, and the preparations which accompanied 
it, had a due cft’cA. The king of Spain agreed to enter upon an immediate 
difculTIon of the rights in ditjiute, and to make every jull compenlation. 
Hence the king, concluding that there was a prolaability of accontmodating 
clifl'erences, could not, on the principles of jullicc and humanity, commence 
hollilities, or rcfiife to accept a jtrclinfmary convention, by vvh.idi fatisfac- 
tion was to be obtained for pad, and lecurity againll tuturc injuries. 

“ .Honour may befatisfied Ity fiibmiflion, as well as by vindiAive juflicc ; 
and public honour differs ctrcutially from private honour. 'I'hc honour of 
the nation can be injured but by Come pulilic or nationa! aA', When there- 
fore any injury is done, or an allront given In tlie tubjcAs ol one Hate to 
thofc of another, the Hate, whole lubjecls havt: iuHlivd iniury, ought to a(.v- 
ply to the other for liulsfaclion, and ougiit not to conlider its honour as 
afl'eAed, till the Hate, whole fubjoAs committed the inl'uUJias made the net 
its own, by refufing to punilh the tranlgrcli'ors, or to make rejeinuion lor 
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Period VIL clam:igcs. Let us apply this reafoning to the prefent fubjed. The Spanifh 
xyiyxo [-42. <.lc;)rcclatior.s have been committed by private fubjefts j application has been 
V,. . >-,,^1 ^ ) mack: h)r rc[>ar.ulon : The crown promiles reparation. 

“■ I'iils im thod of agreeing to tlic convention, and fufpending hollilitics, 
until it could be icen what elled it w'oiild produce, is not only confonant to 
honour and jiillice, but agreeable to the advice given by both houfes ol par- 
liarnent. 'I'lie addredes e:diorteti the king to ufe his endeavours to obtain 
clleClual relief for Ills injured fubjc<5fs, and proniifed, if his inftances fliould 
prove incil'cclual, to fupport liim in taking luch mcalures, as honour and 
jullicc required. It appears, from the articles of this convention, that the 
king has obtained luch fatisfaiffion and fuch lecurity as could realonably be 
exjjctifed. 

“ With regard to fatisfuftion for paft injuries, the mode of reparation is not 
only finally adjutled, but the payment of a fpecific fum is aftually promifed 
within a very lliort time after the exchange of the ratifications. There 
being mutual demands for damages fuilaincd, it leemed neceflary to lettle 
and balance the account : It then appeared, that our demands upon Spain 
anrounted to ------ - £. 200,000 

Thole of S}'-ain upon us to - - - - - £. 60,000 

Which made a balance of ----- /, 140,000 

This the king of Spain propofed to pay by aflignments upon his revenues in 
America. But as wc knew the tedioulnefs and precarioulnefs of that fund, 
it was propofed to make an allowance for prompt payment, on the condi- 
tion of paying the money in a fliort time at London; the allowance agreed on 
was /'. 45,000, which reduced the fum due us to £. 95,000, and this fum his 
Catholic majclly has cxprelily promiled, by this convention, to pay at Loiv- 
dou, in four months after the excliange of the ratifications. From hence 
k appears, that wc have not only got all the reparation any rcafonable man 
could exped, but all the reparation wo could infifl on, with any jiretence of 
lullicc. 

“ The- next great objctfl under confidcral ion is our future lecurity. Now 
it is plain, that lecurity depends on thole matters of right which are now in 
<iir])ute, and therefore cannot be cffcdually provided for, until thole rights 
.liO fully afeertained. But as this is a difcuflion which depends not only 
t)ii fevcral diipulal.ilc points in the law of nations, but all'o on the nature 
and tenour of various treaties, and on many facls and local circumllances, 
which can only be afeertained in the Weft Indies, it was impo/Tiblc to fettle 
the bufincfs in a few weeks, or by a preliminary convention. For this rea- 
fon, this difcuflion is referred to plenipotentiaries, who arc to meet within 

fix. 



597 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

fix weeks after the exchange of the ratifications, and nuifl: finally fettle 
the points referred to them within the fliort term of eight months, which is 
all that we could expect, and as much as we could, with jullice or reafon, 
tiefire. 

“ On this account the treaty mull bcconfidered as a good preliminary, and 
fuch as ought to have been accepted in prelcrcnce to a war, even had there 
not been one w'ord in the treaty, wliich could teiul to a prelumption that 
Spain had rclinciuiflicd any of the rights whicii were the objeds of diipute. 
But tills is not the cafe. The principal right exerciled by Spain, is that 
of fcarching Britilh Ihips in the open leas, and leixing them, if Spanifli 
money or merchandife are found on board. But this right Spain has rc- 
itounced in the prelcnt preliminary, if not by the letter, at leall: by the fpirit 
of the treaty. I'his riglit is not cia'mcd by Spain, but excirif’ii only. How 
then could it be remedied but by confent, either by a reparation, or by an 
ex])lanatory treaty. The reparation is adually made, and the treaty is to 
follow, ivhich is to prevent f uture aggreffions. 

“ The preamble of tlic convention recites all the grievances complained of, 
and tpccitics fcarch'ni^j;, and taking of -vrlfn/s, and feizin^ cjfi'i'ls. It 

acknowledges them to be of fuch a nature, t/iat ■wilhitt ftilare care, l/iey 
mfht occcfmi an open rupltive betivecn the txvo crowns. Here then Siiain 
avows, that the fearching of fliips is a cau fc of complaint, .and the allows 
it to be a grievance which ought to be remedied. But can Uie cxcrcile of a 
jitji right be deemed a caufe of comjilaint ? Can it be allowed to be a griev- 
ance ? And is it not a reafonable eoncluflon that Spain, having by the jire- 
amble difclaimcd her right, indicates a refolutlon to dil'clairn it allo in the 
definitive treaty. 

“ But the court of Madritl has not only acknowledged the fcarching of Ihips 
on the open feas,and confifeating them tor having Spanllb money and efiecls on 
board, to be a grievance which ought to be remedied, but tliey have in Ibmc 
mcafure owned it to be wrong. They have allowed it to be an injury, by 
giving a reparation for all fuch captures as are jiroved to have been illegal. 
Therefore the jilenipotentiaries are not to Icttle the right, not to determine 
whether it be a grievance or not, for that is allowerl ; tlicy arc to Icttle, by a 
definitive treaty, the means to prevent new abides, and remove the caules of 
future complaints. But in this their powers arc circumferibed. hor the 
regulations which they are to accede to, mud be coniormable to the exilling 
treaties. This mud be fettled within a limited lime, and mud be ratified by 
the kingi fo that Ihould the plenipotentiaries aiijud tlic bulinefs in Inch a 

munnei 


Chapler 52. 
1738101739. 



MEMOIRS OF 


598 

Period VII. manner as not to fatisfy the country, they may lliU be not ratified, and wc 

173710(742. may then have the choice of war or peace. 

V— -V — “ The chief queftion, therefore, now feems to be, whether we ought to go 
to war, rather than grant a delay of eight rnoiulis, for giving full latisfa^tion 
and abfolutc fecurity , and I do not think tliat any man who coniiders the 
prefent lituation of Europe, or the prefent circumftanccs of this nation, 
would be for involving the country in a dangerous and expenfive war, rather 
than grant fuch a delay, 

“ In confidering this quefiion, I trufl that gentlemen will not pretend to 
decide from general declamations on peace and war, but refled that the true 
Fate of the queflioa rcFs on the fpecific circumflances of the prelent mo- 
ment, and the dangers of war, as it concerns tlie prefent timc.s, cundilions, 
and trade. War, in all tituations, even with tlicfaircfl profped of lliccefs, is 
always dangerous and deftrudive to a trading nation j it is mucli more 
dangcrou.s when the ev'ent is doubtful. 

“ It follows from thefe premifes, that if the fltuation of Europe was fa- 
vouralde' to us, and if our circumflances were alio advantageous, wc ought 
not wantonly to engage in war. How much more ought this evil to be 
avoided, when the flate of Europe wears a mofl unfavourable afped, and our 
internal lituation is unpromifing. 

“ France is powerful, and governed by wile counlcls, tranquil at liome, 
and refpeded abroad. Their fovereign is bound by intcrefl, as well a.s by 
the ties of blood, to aflifl I he king of Spain, if he is attacked, and in all pro- 
bability, a treaty of alliance is now forming, and perliap.s concluded, betweert 
tire, two crovvns. If we declare war again It Spain, wc mull therefore expect: 
that France w'ilftake jxirt with Spain againll us ; and though I liave lb good 
an opinion of my country, as to think wc are mdre than a match for the one, 
and at leafl an etpial match for tlic other, yet I cannot be li) vain a.s to ima- 
gine wc arc an equal match for Ixjth j and cojitequentlv, 1 mull think we 
liave ieal()n to be afraid of finking under the fnirthen, unicls we can obtain 
alliltance from Ibmc ot the other great jiowers.” 

He then took a view of the ihitc of Europe, which he clefcribed as lb 
. fituated, that Ivugland was without a liiigle ally, who was either willitig or 
cajiaMe ot aflijfding afliftance. The Emperor involved in (he misfintunes f)f 
ilie Tiirkilh war,and under the diredlon ofFran.cc; the Dutch weak, wavering, 
and loaded wuli debts; Sweden wholly gin'enied by France; Denmark and 
Ruflia at loo great a dillancc, even if inclined, to abl in our lavuur; the 
king of Naples dilpoted to take part with the other branches of tlie houfe of 

Bourbon, 
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Bourbon, and the king of Sardinia incapable of coming forward lingly to adapter 52. 
our affiltaiicc. * T 173810 1739. 

“ This being the flate of Europe,” he continued, “ would it not be the 
height of folly and madnefs to engage in hoflilities, if we can with honour 
and fecurity avoid or delay them ? 

“ Our domellic lltualion is no Icfs unfavourable : we are loaded with 
burthens which arc almotl too heavy to bear; the public revenue is Icarcely 
fuHlcient to lupply the cxpcnccs of our civil ellablilhinent in time of peace : 
if we enter into war, new taxes mull be impofed ; the aniniolities and divi- 
lions which prevail too much amongll us will be incrcaled ; that party which 
has boon hitlicrto fupprelled by our vigour and unanimity, will again rear its 
head ; our enemies will avail thcmfelves of the war, to favour the caufe of 
the Pretender, and as new burthens are unavoidably laid on the public, thclc 
misfortunes will be aferibed to the illullrious family on the throne. France 
and Sj)ain may pour in their troops upon our coalls, which our licet cannot 
always [irevcnt ; we lhall l)e thrown into confulion at home, and have 
neither Iciiure or power to diflrefs our enemies, or protcdl our colonics. 

“ I feel as much as others for the fulFerings of our merchants, tor the in- 
dignities whicli liave been intlicled on the nation, by the Spanilh guarda 
coflas ; but national rcloluiions ought not to be direded by paflion. VVe 
ouglU to Ihcw projrer rcicntiucnt, but our relent incut ouglit to be governetl 
by prudence, and if it is, we fhall fufpend it, until Kurope prelcnts a more 
favourable aljiefl, I am therefore of opinion, that if the convention had 
l)ccn Icfs favourable, it ought, in the prefent junclurc, to have been accepted. 

But I trull 1 have Ihewri that we have aetpured as much as we coulil expect 
from a preliminary treaty, and have every realbn to liope, that in the Ijxrco 
of eight months we lhall obtain, by a definitive treaty, ail we can ilclire.” 

Ele then moved an ;. l(lref5, “ to return tlianks for tlic communication of lM(wes aa 
the convention ; for hrinwing the demands of Iris lub)ccHs to a final dcltrmina- 
tion, and for procuring a fpeedy payment for the lollcs iuflaincd by the 
merchants ; declaring their fatisfadion in the foundation laid for preventing 
and removing fimilar abufes in future, and lor prclerving })cace ; to exprcis 
a reliance on the king, that tfi’edual care would be taken for lecuring and 
eflablifliing the freedom of navigation in the yVmcrican teas ; that the Britilh 
fubjeds may enjoy, unmolclled, their undoubted right of navigating and 
trading to and from any part of his majclly’s dominions, without being lia- 
ble to be flopped, vifited, or fearched in the open teas, or bi ng lulyect to 
any other violation of the treaties fublilling i and that in fettling the limits 
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of his dominions in America, the greateft regard would be had to the rights 
and pofleflions belonging to the crown and llibjeA j and to airurc the king, 
that in cafe his juft expeftations Ihould not be anlwcrcd, the houfc would 
lupport him in taking fuch mcaliires, as might be moft conducive to vin- 
dicate the honour and dignity of his crown, and the rights ot Iiis people.” 

The addrefs was calculated to obviate the ftrong objeftions which were 
made to the convention, arifing from its not being a definitive treaty, not 
futlicicntly explicit, and leaving the point to be decided by future difeuf- 
lion. 

^'he oppotition ftrenuoufly fupported the objciftions, and in reply to the 
arguments of Horace Walpole, expatiated on the injured honour of the na- 
tion, and the pulillaiiimity of the minifter. They deplored the Britiflt trade 
ruinctl, the Britillv tailors imprifoned and tortured, and the Britilli flag in- 
fult'ed. They exhaufted every topic which was calculated to inllunte the 
public mind, and appealed forcibly to the paffions and feelings. 

The flory of Jenkins’s cars was not omitted. “ Even the Spanifli pirate,” 
exclaimed Sir Thomas Saunderfon, who fpoke lirft in reply to Horace Wal- 
pole, “ who cut off captain Jenkins’s ear, making ufe at the fame time of 
the moft intuiting expreffion towards the perfon of our king, un cxprelhon 
which no Britifti fubjeeft can decently repeat, an exjjreflion winch no man 
that has a regard for Jiis fovcrcign can ever forgive : Even this fellow, I lay, 
is luftered to live to enjoy tire fruits of his rapine, and remain a living tcftl- 
mony of the cowardly tamenefs and mean fubmifllon of Great Britain, and 
of the triumphant pride and tlubborn haughtinefs of Spain 

In contradiction to the flatcnicnt of f lorace Walpole, lord Gage obl'ervcd, 
“ 'lire Ioffes fuftained by the Spanifh depredations, atuounted to three hun- 
dred and forty thoufand pounds. The commitfary, by a ffroke of his pen, 
reduccci this demand to two hundred thoufand pounds ; then forly-tive 
thouland were ftruck off for prompt payment. Ele then allotted fixty 
thoufand pounds as the remaining part of a debt pretended to be due to 
Spain, for the deftrudfioh of her fleet by Sir George Byng, though it ap- 
peared, by the inftruftions on the table, that Spain had been already amj)!y 
fatisfied on that head. Thefc dedudions reduced the balance to ninety-five 
thouland jrounds j but the king of Spain Infifted upon the South Sea com- 
pany’s jiaying immediately the fum of fixty-eight thouland pounds, as a 
debt due to him on one head of accounts, though, in other articles, lus 
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Catholic majcfty was indebted to tlic company a million over and above 
this demand. The remainder to be paid by S])ain, did not exceed Icxen 
and twenty thouland pounds, from which Ihe inlillcd upon dctluctmg wliat- 
ever the might have given in fatistaclion tor any ot tlic Briiifli (iiips that 
had been taken ; and on being allowed the value ot the St. Tlicrcla, a 
Spanitli (hip which had been ici/ed in the [)ort ot Dublin 

Pitt, who Ipoko ntotl ably on this occafion, objected to the quctlion, as ot 
too complicated -f a nature to be fubniittcd at once to the approbation of 
the committee. “ The addrefs, he laid, was propoi’ed for no other end than 
to extort an approbation of the convention. Me obi'erved, that the houle 
was proceeding upon an artiticial niinitterial (juetlion, covering and taking 
Cuidluary in the ro)'al name, inllead of meeting ojicnly, and (lamling fair!}', 
the direct judgment and lentence of parliament upon the levcral articles. 
‘‘ Is this,” he exclaimed, “ any longer a natitni ? or wlierc is an Etiglilh 
parliament, if with more thips in our harbours than in all the navies ot 
Europe, with more than two millions of people in the vYmerican colonies, wr 
will bear to hear of the expediency of receiving trom S()ain, an iniccurc, un- 
iatisfaclory, dillionourable convention, which carries downright lubjeCtion in 
every line.” 

He iaid, that the great national objcclion, the fearchtng ot fliips, Hood 
in the preamble of tlie convention, as tlic reproach ot the whole, as the 
flrongeif c\idencc of the fatal llibmi/lion which followed. On the part of 
Spain, an ufurpation, an inhuman tyranny, claimed and cxereited over the 
American Has ; on tlK; jiart of England, an undoubted right by treaties, and 
trom Ciotl and nature, declared and aflertcd in the rcli;lulion of paiiiamcnt, 
was now referred to tlic dilcufiion of [)!ciii[)otcntiaries, on one and the liune 
equal foot. This undoubted right was to be dilcuHeHl and regulated, and 
if to regulate, be to preferibe rules (as in all conAruction it is) this 
right is, by the exprefs words of the convention, to be given uj) arul 
Jacriiiced j for it mud ceale to be any thing from tlic nioincni it is t'ub- 
inittcd 10 limits. He eonehided in the moll energetic l-uagia ge, “ 'J ins 
conventiun. Sir, 1 think, from my hnil, is notliin-', inti a ibjuilation for na- 
i icsiiai ignominy ; an liliifoi v exjX’Uiont to bailie the re!, n'. ment ot tlic na- 
lion j a truce witliout a lufpenlion (if hollihtiemin !•':;• yait of Spain; on 
the isart of Knglanil, a fufi'eniioii. As to C-eurgi:;, < f li.e fn'lf law of at- 
inre, Iclf-jircfcrvation :uid telf-dcience ; a fuiTen.ier '.■] die ngiits and tuidc 
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of England to the mercy of plenipotentiaries, and in this infinitely higheft 
and facred point, future fecurity, not only inadequate, but diredly repug- 
nant* to the refolutions of parliament, and the gracious promife of the 
throne. The complaints of your defpairing merchants, the voice of England 
has condemned it ; be the guilt of it upon the head of the advifer ; God for- 
bid that this committee lliould fliare the guilt by approving it 

It was obtcrved by Lyttleton, “ Tlie grievances of England admit but of 
one remedy, a very lliort and finiple one ; that our fliips fhall not be fearcli- 
cd on any pretence. This alone can go to the root of our grievances, all lefs 
than this is trifling, hurtful, and fatal to commerce. 

“ Had we proceeded conformably to the intentioits of parliament, we fhould 
either have adted w'ith vigour, or have obtained a real fecurity, in an exprefs 
acknowledgment of our right not to be Icarched, as a preliminaiy' fine qnd 
non to our treating at all. This we ought to have infifted on in the words 
of La Quadra’s proteft (wliich is the preliminary fine qnd non of that crown) 
wc ought to have infifted on in thole very v.'ords, “ as the precife and eflen- 
tial means to overcome the fo much debated difputes, and that on the va- 
“ lidity and force of this exprefs acknowledgment, the figning the conven- 
“ tion may be proceeded on, and in no other manner.” Inftead of this, 
what have vve done ? We have referred it to plenipotentiaries. Is not this 
weakening our right ? \yould you, Sir, fiibmit to a reference, whether you 
may travel unmoleftetl from your houfe in town to your houfe in the coun- 
try Your right is clear and undeniable, why would you have it difeufTed ? 
But much Icfs would you refer it, if two of your judges belonged to a gang, 
wliich has often ftopped and robbed you in your way tliithcr before. 

“ But what is this wretched reprieve that wc have begged for eight 
months } Will that do us any good } Will that be worth our acceptance ^ 
Do we really flatter ourfelves tliat we are now at peace Peace is a fecurc 
and unmoletted enjoyment of our rights. But peace, at the expence of 
rights, of eflential rights, peace expofed to infults, peace expofed to injuries, 
is the moft abjeft, is the moft deplorable, is the moft calamitous circum- 
ftance of human affairs. It is tlie worft effeift that could be produced by 
the moft ruinous war. With Icorn ,lct us rejedt it, that to all we have fuf- 
iered before, to all the accumulated infults ever heaped upon a nation, a 
worle diflionour may not be added, and that dilhonour fail upon the parlia- 
ment. And therefore I give my moft hearty negative to this queftion .” 
TiiC mlnifter fpokc laft in this important debate. His principal efforts 
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were directed to remove tte objection of its not being a definitive treaty. Chapters*. 
He readily allowed that it was not, but contended that it laid the /oun- 1738101739. 
dation for one. He again adverted to the fliare which he had in lay- 
ing this fourftlation, and declared it to be his greatell. boaft at preient, 
and would be bis greateft honour in fucceeding times, to b® mentioned 
as the minifter who had endeavoured by this convention to prevent 
the necefllty of making war upon a nation W'ith whom it was our greateft 
intereft to be at peace, at a time when the doubtful fituation of Europe lei'c 
us little hopes of afliftance, and gave well-founded apprehcnlions of being at- 
tacked by other powers. He declared that a war with Spain, after the con- 
ceflions already made, was unjuft, impolitic, and dilhonourable ; that Eng- 
land being a trading nation, the profperity of that trade ought to be the 
principal object in view, “ Admitting, however," he faid, “ that the convention 
has not cffeftually anfwered the expedations of the houfe, fhould it not be 
confidered whether the declaration of war would benefit trade, what profpeift; 
of fuccefs could be rcafonably entertained, and particularly whether even a 
fuccefsful war with Spain, might not involve us in a very doubtful and ex- 
penfive war w'ith other powers Thefe confiderations feem never once to ' 
have occupied the thoughts of thofe who are adverfe to the queftion. It is 
laid down as a maxim, that we ought immediately to enter into a war, and 
yet nothing is allow^ed for the uncertainty of the event, for the interruption of 
commerce, and the prodigious cxpence with which it w'ould be attended. 

But ftiould w'e even lay afide thefe confiderations, are w'e to have no regard 
to common juftice, to thofe treaties, the obfcrvance of w'hich has been fo 
juftly contended for ? Thefe treaties prohibit all trade with the Spanilh Weft 
Indies, excepting that carried on by the annual afliento fhip. Jn contradic- 
tion then to thefe exprefs ftipulations, arc our flrips never to be fcarched, 
and is the trade to the Spanifla Weft Indies open to every interloper ? For 
wliat difference is there between throwing that trade open, and having a li- 
berty not only of approaching their coafts, but even of hovering on them as 
long as we pleafe, without being flopped or fearched ? Thefe are the unjuft 
conccffions which the advocates of a war require, ft'hc convention, on the 
contrary, ftipulates that the treaties fubfifting between the two crqwns. 


Jboiild be the rule for fettling difputcs relating to trade. We arc, therefore, 
in no danger of fuffering from the convention, becaufeit is admitted tliat all 
we ought in reafbato chiim, is the obfervance of thofe treat ies.” He hoped, 
therefore, that the addrefs would pals. 

'The addrefs was carried by a majority of only aS ; a 60 againft 2 3 a 
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On the enfulng day, the report of the rcfolution In the committee to ad* 
drefs the king, being read, the re-commitment was warmly urged. Pulteney, 
who had refcfvcd himfplf for this day, opened the debate, and was feconded 
by Sir William Wyndham. Their fpeeches were full of declamation and 
inve< 51 ive,and contained no new arguments. The minifter replied in a long and 
elaborate Ipeccli, in which he defended the convention, and explained the 
treaties of 1667 and 1670. He fliewed that the demand of not fearching 
Britifli flilps was a new demand, and therefore it could not be expefted 
that Spain Ihould renounce a right which they had hitherto exercifed, 
without due examination. He obferved, that the bulinefs was ot fo in- 
tricate, as well as delicate a nature, that it could not be fettled at once, and 
in a moment, and therefore in rcafon, juflricc, and prudence, was properly 
left to the difeuflion of the plenipotentiaries. After a few other fpeeches ot 
little confecjuence, the motion for a rc-commitment was negatived by 244 
againfl 214 *. 


CHAPTER THE FIFTY-THIRD; 
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Seceffion of the Minority. — Coufecjynences. ■^Beneficial A Els of Parliament. — Danifh 
Suhfdy. — Oppoftion and Anecdotes of 'John Duke of Argylc. — Fote of Credit. 
-^'Termination of the Spanifh Negotiation. — Declaration of IVar. — ConduEl of 
' England : — And of Sir Robert Walpole. — Divifions in the Cabinet. 

T he laft effort to prevent the addrefs on the convention having proved 
ineffeftual, great part of the minority carried into execution, a defign 
which they had previoufly concerted. It was no Icfs than to abfent them- 
felvcs, or, as it was called, to fecede from parliament. 

Accordingly, Sir William Wyndham, to whofe advice, at the inftigation 
of Bolingbroke, this meafure has been ufually attributed, faid, “ 1 have feen. 
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with the utmoft concern, this flianieful, this fatal meafure, approved of by a 
majority of but 28, and I now rife to pay my laft duty to my country, as a 
member of this houfe. 

I was in hopes that the many unanfwerable arguments urged in the 
debate againft the convention, might liave prevailed upon gentlemen to liave 
for once liftened to the didlates of reafon j for once to have diftinguillied 
themfelvcs from being a fadtion againft the liberties and properlies of their 
fellow fubjedls. I was tlie more in hopes of this, fince in all the com- 
panies I have been in from the time this convention has been fpoken of, 1 
have not found one fingle perfon without doors pretend to juftify it. Is it 
not ftrange, that the eloquence of one man ftiould have fo great an cffeift within 
thefe walls, and the unanimous voice of a brave fulfering people without, 
fliould have fo little ? I am furprifctl that I Ihould be fo blind as not to dif- 
cern one argument that has the load appearance of reafon, among all that 
has been offered, for our agreeing to tliis addrefs. This muft proceed 
cither from the majority of this houfe being determined by arguments that wc 
have not heard, or from my wanting common fenfe to comprehend the force 
of thofe we have heard. In the firft cafe, I think I cannot, witff ho- 
nour, fit in an afl'embly which is determined by motives which I am not 
at liberty to. mention j and if the laft is the cafe, I look ujwn myftlf as a 
ver}' unfit perfon to ferve as a fenator, I here. Sir, Ifid a final adieu to this 
houfe. Perhaps when another parliament fliall fuccecd, I may be again at 
liberty to ferve my country in the fame capacity. I therefore appeal. Sir, to 
a future, free, uninfluenced houfe of commons. Let it be the judge of my 
conduft, and that of my friends, on this occafion. Mean time, 1 fhall con- 
clude with doing that duty to my country I am ftill at liberty to perform, 
which is to pray for its prefervation : 

“ May, therefore, that Power which has fo often, and fo vifibly interpofed 
in behalf of the rights and liberties of this nation, continue its care over us 
at this worft and moft dangerous juncture, whilff the Infolence of enemies 
without, and the influence of corruption within, threaten the ruin of her con- 
ftitution.” 

The animated tone of voice, and impafTioncd geflurc wliich accompanied 
this eff’ufion, were as dignified and ftriking, as the expreffions were petulant 
and offenfivc. The infult offered to the houfe in calling the majority a 
faftion, railed the indignation of Pelham, and he was in the aft of rifing to 
move for commitment to the Tower, when the minifter, confeious tliat 
fuch a meafure would create a dangerous ferment in the country, prevciited 
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Period VII. him hy rifing himfelf, and with *0 animation and fpirit equal -to that which 
1737101742. had diftinguilhed Sir William Wyndham, faid, 

'■ , ^ “ Sir, the meafures which the gentleman who fpoke laft, and his friends 

Walpole’s purfue, give me no uneafinefs. The friends of the nation,, and the 

houfe, are obliged to them for pulling off the made, by making this public 
declaration. We can be upon our guard againft open rebellion, but 
’tis difficult to guard againft fccret traitors. The fadlion I Ipeak of, -never 
fat in this houfe, they never joined in any public meafure of the govern- 
ment, but with a view to diftrefs it, and ferve a popifh intcreft. The 
gentleman w'ho is now the mouth of this fadion, was looked upon as the 
head of thofe traitors, who, twenty-five years j^o, confpired the deftrudion 
of their country, and of the royal family, to fet a popifli pretender upon the 
throne. He w'as feifed by the vigilance of government, and pardoned by 
its clemency j but all the ufe he ungratefully made of that clemency, has 
been to qualify himfelf according to /aw, that he and his party may, fome 
time or other, have an oi>portunity to overthrow all laxv. 

“ I am only afraid that they will not be fo good as tlieir word, and that 
they will return > for I remember that, in the cafe of their favourite pre- 
late *, who was impeached of treafon, the fame gentleman and his fadioa 
made the fiime refolution. They then went off like traitors as they were ; 
but their retreat had not the deteftablc effed they expeded and wilhed, 
and therefore they returned. Ever fince, Sir, they have perfevered in the 
fame treafonablc intention of ferving that intereft, by diftrefling the govern- 
ment. But I hope their behaviour will unite all true friends of the pre- 
fent happy eftabliftiment of the crown in his majefty’s perfon and family 
more firmly than ever j and that the gentlemen who, with good intentions, 
have been deluded into the like meafures, will awaken from their delufion, 
fince the trumpet of rc\icllion is now audacioufly founded -f 

The confcqucnce of this meafure w'as, to the feceders difappaintment,-and 
fpcedy repentance, to the jniniftcr fatisfadion and triumph. In fad, they 
h,ad fcarcely declared their refolution, before they faw and appreciated the 
impropriety and ill policy ot the meafure. They even flattered tbemlelvcs 
with the hopes of being called back, to their pofts. Several of the minority, 
among whom were Sir John Barnard and lord Cornbury, refufed to clefert 
their parliamentary ftatjonsj and the applaufe which they received from 
their conftituents, as well as from all moderate perfon.s, was a tacit rc- 
fledion on the condud of tlie others. In fad, tlic feceders feemed not un- 
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wilfing to retrieve their error as foon they had committed it, by avwling Chapter; 53 
themfelves of the call of the houfp, which ftood for the enfuing Monday, •739* 
and to have come down in a body for the purpofe of enforcing fome violent *—■ v— ' 
motion, *. But the minifter fufpedling this defign, prevented the execution 
of it, by obtaining an adjournment of the houfe till Tuefday . They now 
experienced the ill policy of their conduA : The nation was not inflamed 
hy their abfence.. It required nO' great depth of underllanding to compre- 
hend thefe Ample queftions : If it be admitted that the conftitution was in 
danger, why did they quit their flation ? If the majority of the commons 
was a faeftion^ influenced or corrupted by the minifter, why dkl th^y make 
that fadtion ftronger by retiring from the houfe, and leaving the minifter in 
pofleflion of means to extend his corruption with greater facility ? 

It was a great caufe of fatisfadlion and triumph to the minifter, who de- 
clared that no event during his whole adminiftration, had ever relieved him 
from more embarraflments, or fupplied him with greater means of ferving 
the real interefts of this country. ITc obferved, that while he was conti- 
nually baited by oppofition, he could not introduce a Angle bill, of the moft 
beneficial tendency, which would not meet with rcfiftance, or expofe him to ■ 
obloquy. But as the principal leaders of the minority had retired from 
parliament, he had an opportunity to propofe feveral, which tended to 
promote the commerce and manufadures of the country. 

In conformity with this plan, he encouraged and invited every ftheme 
which feemed calculated for the advantage of the internal and colonial trade. 

The manufadures of cloth were increafed by the bill, which laid ad- 
ditional duties on the exportation of wool, and facilitated its importation 
from Ireland. The trade of the Britilh colonies in the Weft Indies, was 
highly improved by an ad permitting the introdudion of fugar into 
foreign parts in Englifh bottoms, without firft landing them in Great Bri- 
tain, and by rendering more effedual the duties on foreign fugar and 
molafles. 

A bill alfo, of confiderable public advantage, paffed this feflibn, for enlarging , 
tire powers of the commiflioners of Weftminfter Bridge, and for enabling 
them to execute the whole ftrudurc in ftone inftead of wood L 

During the fecelfion, the minifter was embarrafled with a motbn for the Attempt tet' 
repeal of the teft ad. The diflenters took tins opportunity to renew their 

• John Selwyn to Thomas Townfliend. t Tournals. 

Sidney Tapers. { Journals, Chandler. 
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Period VII. petition, from a perfuafion, that the abfence of the Tories would deliver them 
1737:01742. from fo man)' certain opponents. The Tories themfelves, when appealed to 
^■..1 — by the niinifter’s friends, exprclfcd a malignant fatisfaftion at his diftrefs. 

They wilhed to fee in what manner he would condudt himfelf in fo delicate 
a lUu^don, and feemed not unwilling that it fliould pafs the houlc of com- 
mons, confeious that it would be thrown out by the lords. 

The hopes of the diflenters, and the malice of the Tories, were equally 
baffled by the event. Many of the Whigs, who ufually gave their votes in 
favour of the repeal, yet detefted the principles on which the Tories 
nflcd, and confidcring the motion as improperly introduced, with a view to 
perplex government, voted agamft the motion, and, notwithftanding the 
abfence of the Tories, it was negatived by a larger majority than had ever 
appeared on that occafion, 188 againft 89 *. 

It was probably at this period, that the miniffer, vexed at the diffenters, 
and confeious that he fliould, by fubmitting to the repeal, incur the difplea- 
fure of the numerous friends to the eflablifhed church w'ho fupported his 
meafures, by his, imprudent franknefs difobliged the whole body. A depu- 
tation of diflenters waited upon him, and ])r. Chandler, their ]inncipal, re- 
quefted him to take into confideration, his repeated aflurances of good will 
to their caufe, and hoped that he would afliil in obtaining the repeal of the 
tefl act. He made them the ulu.al anfwer, that whatever were his private in- 
clinations, the attempt was improper, and the time was not yet arrived. “ You 
have fo repeatedly returned this anfwer,” replied. Dr. Chandler, “ That I 
trufl. you will give me leave to alk you when the time will come r” “ If you 
require a fpecitic anfwer,” laid the minifler, “ I will give it you in a word — 
Never f.” 

Danidi fub- Fortunately for the minifler, the abfence of the feceding members delivered 
him from much of that embarraflment which he mufl have experienced 
had they remained in the houfc during the difeuflion of the Danifh fublidy, 
which was, nevcrthelefs, a fubje(Sl of confiderablc obloquy and mifreprefen- 
tation. The king, as cleftor of Hanover, had purchafed the cafllc and lord- 
Ihip of Steinhorfl from the duke of Flolllein ; but the title being dilputed 
iiy a (ubjecl of Denmark, the king of Denmark ordered a corps of troops to 
garrilun the caflle. When a detachment of Hanoverians arrived to take 
pofleiTion, a fftirmifh enfued, and the Danes were driven from the place. 
This event inflamed the rd'entment of the king of Denmark, who made 

* Mr. Sel«yn to tlic Hon. T. Townflicnd. cated by a perfon who had it from Dr. Chaa* 
Corrclpondcncr. dler. 
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preparations as if he intended to revenge the infult, but the affair w.'is loon Cliapter jj. 
after compromifed : A treaty was concluded with the king of Denmark^ wlio _ 
agreed to hold in readinefs 6,000 troops for the fervice of England, on receiv- 
ing an annual fubfidy of 250,000 rix dollars, and 150,000 more when they 
fliould he taken into Brjtilh pay As this treaty was concluded foon after 
the difpute concerning^ Stelnhorft, and as the caftle and loi'dfliip were at the 
fame time ceded by Denmark to Hanover, the oppofition naturaJly coupled 
thefe two events together, and when the treaty was announced to the May 5. 
houfe of commons, luggefted that the compromife had been made at the 
expence of this country, that Steinhorft was acquired by Britilh money : 
their ftalement has been adopted as true, and configned to the pages of hif- 
tory -f. This afperfion, however, is contradicted by the fccrct hillory of this 
treaty, which the miniftcr at the time could not avow, and therefore only 
grounded his defence on the common topic of expediency. 

At the period now under confideration, a. war between England and Spain 
was unavoidable j and France, forefeeing the probability of being drawn into 
hoftilities, was fecretly endeavouring to form alliances with feveral foreign 
powers, and to detach others from Great Britain. For this purpofe flie had 
fecured Sweden, but failing in the attempt to gain Ruflia, turned her views 
to Denmark. The fituation and circumftanccs of the fot'ereign, Chriftian 
the Sixth, gave hopes of fuccels. He Had involved himfelf in great ex{)ences 
from his love of building, and various projeCls, and was at this time encum^ 
bered with debts, Chavigni, the French miniftcr at Copenhagen, offered 
the moft adv.antageOLis terms if the king would engage in an alliance with 
F'rance, and as the affair of Steinhorft h.ad recently happened, endeavoured 
to inflame him againft George the Second, and propofed a triple alliance 
with France and Sw'eden, by which Ruflia would be awed, England would 
have much difticulty in jirocuring naval ftorcs from the Baltic, and the elec- 
torate ol Hanover would be ex])oled to tlie united arms of the .allied powers. 

To gain Chriftian, the lu'ench offered a ftibfidy of 400,000 rix dollars, for 
fix, eight or ten years, required no troops, but promii'ed a powerful luccour 
to Denmark if attacked, and demanded noaffiftance in return if France was 
invaded. The king of Denmark frankly communicated thcle proj)olal5 to 
Titley, the Englilh miniftecjit Co|)enhagen | ; ohfervei, tlext burthened as he 
was with debts, he required a fubfidy ; declared that he preferred the alliance 
of England, and that he would accept a iinallci fulafidy, and agree to Ids 
advantageous terms from England than were offered by Fiance, The treaty 

• Tindd. vol. 30 . p. 414. t Smollett, vol. 3. p. 13. Ikliliain, vol i. p. p'o. 

J Extracts of Titley’s Letters to lord Harrington. Walpole Riper". 

Vol. I. 4 t 


v\ as 



MEMOIRS OF 


6 10 


Period VII. v^'a.s accordingly arranged, and concluded ; the infidious defigns of Franc 
173710 1743. and Sweden were difconcerted, and the peace of the north fecured. 

If any proofs were wanting to flrew that- the oppofition to the mlni- 
fter was in nioft cafes merely perfonal, and that every meafure, however in- 
jiocent or indifferent, was fuppofed to be dictated by him, and promoted for 
fome private view, an incident which pafled in the houfe of lords will leave no 
doubt on the fubjeft. When the bill for allowing the king to fettle an an- 
nuity of 45,000 a year on his younger children, was brought from the 
commons to the lords, it was obferved, in the courfe of the debate, that the 
children of the prince of Wales were not only unprovided but mfrayed 
for. This obfervation alluded to the form of prayer for the royal family, 
iflued by the privy council upon the marriage of the prince of Wales,^ 
when the name of the duke of Cumberland Hood next to thofe of the 
prince and princefs, and had not yet been altered. This fuggeftion was 
levelled againft the miniller, as if he had interfered for the purpole of infult- 
ing the prince. On this occafion the earl of Wihuington, who feldoni 
Ipoke in any debate, broke his ufual filence, informed the houfe, that he 
himfelf had counfelled the king to order the form of prayer as it then 
flood, and declared that the miniller was totally unacquainted with the 
arrangement. This fnuik and generous declaration had the defired effect. 
At the moment it was known that the minifter had no concern in the bufi- 
nefs, the petulance of oppofition ceafed, and the bill pafled without further 
impediment *. 

At this i)eriod the houfe of lords was no lefs the theatre of contention 
than the houfe of commons; and the number of fpeakers on the fide of 
oppofition great and formidable. The principal fpeakers on the fide of 
government were, Newcallle, Ilardwicke, Hervey, Cholmondeley, Hay, and 
Devonfliire. Thofe on the contrary fide were, Carteret, Chcflerfield, Bathurft, 
Weftmoreland, Bedford, Sandwich, Halifax, Talbot, and Gower, 


Oppofition To this chofen band, was recently added John duke of Argyle and Green- 
and anecdotes wicb, wbofe princi})les and motives will be bell underflood from an ac- 
of Argyll”*^' count of liis previous life and condud. He was born in 1678, and gave , 
• early indications of talents and capacity, which, however, were rather bril- 

liant than folk), and, he attained as great a proficiency in claflical learning 
as a defultory application would permit. He difeovered an early propen- 


fity to a military life, and being permitted to embrace the profeflion of arms. 


was promoted by king William to the command of a regiment of foot^ 
before he had attained the age of nineteen. 


• Tindal, voj, 20. p. 4 1 7. 
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In 1703 he fucceedecl his father In his titles and eftatcs, and to the confe- Chapter jj, 
quence of firft feudal lord in the Highlands of Scotland. He was appointed 1739. 
member of the privy council, captain of the Scotch horfe guards, knight of — ^ * 

the thiftlc, and one of the extraordinary lords of feflion. In 1705, he was 
nominated lord high coramiflioner to the jjarliamcnt of Scotland ; opened the 
parliament by a fpeech, and by his influence had a great lhare in promoting 
the union, though he declined being one of the commiffioners. On his return 
to England, his ferviccs were fo highly approved that he was created an Englifli 
peer, by the title of baron of Chatham and earl of Greenwich. In 1706, 

1708, and 1709, he made campaigns under the duke of Marlborough, and 
highly diftinguilhed himfelf on various occafions, particularly at the battles 
of Ramilics, Oudenarde, and Malplaquct, at the fieges of Oftend and 
Ghent, and at the aflaults of Menin and Tournay. During thefc campaign's 
he gave inftanccs of his high fpirit and pronenefs to take offence, by an op- 
pofition to the duke of Marlborough, withxvhom he is faid to have been at 
continued variance. His dilguft was carried to fo great a height, that 
in 1710, when it was moved in the houfc of peers that thanks fhould be 
given to the duke of Marlborough, the duke of Argyle made fome petulant 
objedions to the motion. 

His condud endeared him to Harley and the Tories, who then paid great 
court to a nobleman of his high rank, parliamentary abilities, and military 
talents, and he was accordingly, in 1710, inverted with the garter. He now 
quitted the Whigs, whom he had hitherto fupported, fpokeand voted with 
the Tories, and joined in the cenlure that was pafl'ed on the late admi- 
niftration. 

In confequence of thefe exertions, he was appointed embaflador extra- 
ordinaiy and plenipotentiary to Charles the Third, king of Spain, and com- 
mander in chief of the Britilh forces in that countr3^ During his continu- 
ance in that high ftation, he performed no exploits of confequence, which 
he imputed to the miniftry, who were employed in negotiating the peace 
of Utrecht. He loudly complained of their ncgled,' and was fo much 
offended, that although on his return to England he w'as conftituted com- 
mander in chief of all the land forces in Scotland, he (bon became a 
vitflent opponent of Oxford’s adminiftration, and rcfifted the extenfion of 
the malt tax to Scotland. He fupported the motion, made Iw the earl of 
Scafieldjto diflblvc the union, which he had fo great (hare in tormmg, warmly 
fpoke in favour of the propofition, that the proteilant fucceflion was in 
danger, and bitterly cenl'ured the peace of Utrecht. In confequence of this 
oppofition he was removed from all his employments. 

4 I 2 On 
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Ptriod Vir. On the illnefs of the queen, which terminated in her death, he repaired, 
1.73; to 1 743. with the duke of Somerfet, to the council chamber, inlilled that the phy- 

be examined, and by his conduft on this occafion, rendered an 
cflential fervice to the hoiife of Hanoveri 

On the accefiion of George the Firft, his fervices were not overlooked r 
Ho was ajtpoiated one of the lords juilices till the arrival ot the' king, ve- 
llort'd to !iis ein]xIo)'ment of commander in chid of the Britiih forces iit 
Scotland, was a member of the privy council, and made governor of Minorca, 
and colonel of the royal regiment of hon'e guards. He was, at this time, 
in Iiigh fav'.air at court, was feledcd as one of the cominiilloners for 
eflablilliing the lioufehold of the prince and princefs of Wales, and made 
groom of the flole to the prince. 

As commander in chief of thfc forces in Scotland, he was in 1^15 font to 
quell the rebellion, and partially defeated the rcl)cls with a much luperior 
force at thej:)attle of Dumblain. His condud, however, as well as his mili- 
tary operations on fubfequent occafions, were expofed to much cenfure. 
Though he was a man of high t'pirit and undaunted courage, and always 
expofed his perfon more than became the general in chief, yet lie was before 
the engagement irrefolute and dillidcnt of his talents. He did not know 
how to feize tlic decifive moment of aftion. 

When he broke the enemy’s left wing, he was hurried on by his ardour to 
purine them too far, and on his return to the field , of battle found that his 
own troops had luflercd extremely, and that had the enemy taken advan- 
tage of their luccefs, tlie king’s army might have been entirely routed. In fatS: 
his condud: was rallied by the country people, who faid that the general was 
a much better chriflian than a commander in chief, for he did not let his 
left hand know what his right hand did *. 

He was accufed of dilatory mealures, and, in his turn, arraigned the mini- 
flry for ncglecl and inconlifbcncy. The letters which pafled between him and 
lord Townlhcnd, are filled with complaints, apologies, and recriminations j 
and he returned from Scotland as much diflatisfied with the king and 
uiiniflcrs as they were difTatisfied witli him -}'. 

His fituation in the houfehokl of the prince of Wales, gave fufficient op- 
portunity to ingratiate himfelf with the heir apparent. His graceful man- 
ners, his {.lignificcl demeanour; his fjilendid talents, his animatecl converfation, 
foon captivated the prince, and excited the jcaloufy of George the Firft. On 

• Anfwer to the Speech of the Duke of fliend and the Duke of Argylc. Xowolliend 
P- 38- Tapers. 

Corrcfpondcnce between Lord Town- 
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the mifunderftanding in the royal family, he attached himfclf to the fon, and 
was fulpe<Sted by the king of fomenting the prince’s difcontcnt. On this 
account he was fuddenly removed from the j)oft of groom of the Hole, and 
deprived of all his employments, to tlie great regict of t!ie prince, wlio placed 
implicit confidence in him and his hrotlier the earl of Hay. 

During the king’s abfence he was much conrulfed ,by the prince; and. 
while he w^as accufed by Walpole and Townlhead ol' caballing with the 
Tories, one of the caufes of dilgufl; which tl e king entcriaSned agaiiiil; tiiofe 
minifters was, that they privately caballed with the duke of Argyle and his 
brother *. 

From the time of his removal he oppofed adminiftration witli great acri- 
mony, until he was foftened by the jdace of lord tlcward of the lionfe- 
hold, which was conferred on him in 1719. From this period he uniformly 
fupportecl the meal'ures of government, although he was occafionally dif- 
gufted with the miniftry. 

In the debates which took rdace on the murder of captain Portcous, and on 
tlie bill of pains and penalties againfl the provoH and city of I'Alinburgh, 
the duke of Argyle had ftrenuoufiy refiftcd the bill, but in this inllancc he 
did not confidcr himfelf as oppofing government, becaufe Icveral, and parti- 
cularly his brother, the earl of Hay, who uniformly fupported the meai'ures 
of adminilliration, purfued the lame condud:. In the courfo of tlide de- 
bates however, he threw out leveral peevitli expreffions, teflifying liis di/like 
to all kinds of jobs, which were fuppolcd to be levelled againfl t:ie minilicr, 
and feemed to indicate that he was diflatisfied. At the time of the fu|)- 
ture between the king and prince of Wales, his difeontent became more 
manifeft, and he finally entered the lifls of oppofition during tlic dilcutiion. 
of Spanifli affairs. 

It is ftill uadecitlcd whether his acceffion to the fide of oppofition was 
derived from the quick fight which he is faid to have poillifed -iy/yw/ it 
was time to leave a minifler, or from difgull and difappointm' nt, or from 
difapprobation of mcafurcs. But whatever were the motives wificii inffu- 
enc.ecl his condud, his defedion w'as a fevere blow to the minifler. He gav'e 
frefli fpirlts and energy to the caufc of opirofition in tJ.c houfe of lords.. 
His violent and declamatory fpecches were calculated to make a deep ini- 
prefiion on the public mind, and his perfonal weight and interefl in the 
houfe of commons feduced feveral members from tlie minifcerlal interefl, 
amongft whom was Dodington, who had long attiiched himfelf to the duke, 
and looked up to him as a fpecies of demigod. 


Chapter 53. 



* See Chapter 15. 
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Period VII. avcrfion which the anti-minifterial party had conceived againft the 

1737 to 1742. duke of Argyle, was now converted into refped and love*. He who was bit- 
•••>> terly arraigned for his political verfatility, was now applauded for his virtue and 
. patriotifm. His oppofition to the minifter cancelled at once all his former 
errors, and he fuddenly became the idol of tlie party. Pulteney paid a high 
eulogium to his great merit and exalted talents, while he was prefent in 
die houfe of commons, for the purpofe of hearing the debate. Speaking of 
thofe who had voted againft the convention, Pulteney obferved, “ 'J'hcy 
who had the courage, Sir, to follow the diAates of their own breafts (I do 
not mean to refled on any gentleman) were difabled from farther ferving 
their- country in a military capacity. One exception. Sir, T know there is, 
and I need not tell gentlemen that I have in my eye one military' perfon, 
great in his charader, great in his capacity, great in the important offices he 
has difeharged, who wants nothing to make him ftill greater but to be ftrip- 
ped of all the polls, of all -the places he now enjoys. — But that. Sir, they 
dare not do -f 

In the common topics of oppofition, the duke of Argyle felt no embar- 
raffment, but when an accufation was brought forwards for pall tranladions, 
which had taken place during his continuance in adminiftration, in the fupport 
of which he had been adive and zealous, he felt himfelf in an awkward fitu- 
ation. It was not poffible to reconcile his invedive againft the minifter with 
his well-known and often repeated apothegm. That all firft minifters had 
been faulty, but that Sir Robert Walpole had the leaft faults of any mini- 
fter with whom he had ever been concerned As an apology, therefore, 
for his firft fupporting, and afterwards arraigning the fame meafures, he in- 


• The progrefs of party prejudice is well 
txcmplifitd in the “ (Opinions of Sarah> diichefs 
of Marlhor^'iigh,’* who entertained a lliong 
contempt and a -/cr(ioii for the dukvjof Argyle^ 
whiie he iupporfed Sir Robert Walpole, but 
iidlantly changed ha* opinion in hi.s favour, 
when the duke entered the lillsof oppofifion. 

i; 36. — U is laid tlie duke of Argyle i.s 
fxtrc .iiiy angry. It is a comn on laviiig, that 
when a hoLiie is to fall the rais go away ; but 
.1 d^'ubt tliere is nothitig of that in this cafe, 
and i ratlia* tl.iak the io ger mud be to have 
fonic new demand lansfied, which is a ihi ig 
his grace ha*, of.:; done. 

1 7 38. —A her all pne great noife there 
was of bi ^ duke of Argvic’i be:ng irrecoi?:;ii- 
.ably angry with Sir Rot. it; evci*)' thin^< k t* 
palf iince in ihc houfe without hit> faying the 


leaft word to fliew it ; t/tat was no furprife to 
me. 

1738-9.— I think it is quite fure that the 
duke o? Argyle is determined, and has thrown 
away the fcabbard, and he iifes to have a very 
quick (ight it was time to leave a mi- 
nifter, 

1738-9.— The duke of Atgyle fpoke 
charmingly (on the convention with Spain) 
and has c« rtainly thrnvn away the fcabhard. 

^7?^ 9* — hatred 1 once h.;ui to 
him, u; cii a very juii account, is now lamed 
uno e. 

! 740- 1.— The duke of Argyle fpoke as 
writ as it vvas polfible for a man to do.” 
i Tindal, vol. 20. p- 404. 
j The Duke of Argyle’s Speech anfwered, 
P- 3*^ 3^- 
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fifted that the minifter had engrofled the whole power of government, that Chapter 53. 

the privy council was excluded from all knowledge of the proceedings, and 1739. 

that the meafures were only fubmitted to them for approbation,' and not 

for examination. He mentioned himfelf as a vvitnefs of the truth of this 

ftatement. For although he was commander in chief, yet the knowledge of 

many material tranfadipns had been withheld from him. He faid that there 

were two cabinet councils in the kingdom, the king had one, and the mini- 

ller had another, and that the king’s knew little or nothing of W'hat was 

done in the other. He thus endeavoured to exculpate himfelf, and to 

throw on the minifter the whole blame of paft tranfa^tions, which he and 

his party were difpoied to arraign, as arguments for his removal. 

The duke of Argj le was a warm, impetuous and animated orator. ' He 
poflefled great fluency of language and elegance of didlion. His fj^eeches 
were highly declamatory, and filled with afle«fted expreflions of candour, 
conviftion, and difintereftednefs. They had always a very great efTcdt, by 
appearing to be unpremeditated effufions flowing from the occafion and 
adapted to the moment. They were accompanied with all the graces of elo- 
cution, gefture, and dignity of manner. His eloquence was highly cele- 
brated by Pope and Thomfon *. 

As there was great reafon to apprehend that the court of Spain would not The vote of 
fulfil her engagements, by paying the^^'. 95,000, the king fent a nicflage to 
both houfes of parliament, exprefling hopes that they would enable 'him to 
make fuch farther augmentations of his forces, both by fea and land, and to 
concert fuch meafures as the emergency of aflairs might require during 
the rccefs of parliament. The houfe of lords returned an addrefs, afTuring 
him of their fu'pport. The commons refolved, that towards enabling the 
king to augment his forces, if necefliiry, the fum of £. 500,000 fhould be 
granted. 

They alfo voted £. 60,000, which, according to the terms of the con- 
vention, were due to Spain for the fhips taken in 1718, and this fum, 
with the £. 95,000, was to be applied towards making liitisfaftion ta 
his majefty’s injured fubjefts for their lolles. The feflion was, foon after, 

• ** Argyle> the ftate’a whole tliundcr born to wield, 

And lliake alike the fenate and the field.’' 

And Thomfon fays of him, 

■ “ from his rich tongue 

** Periuafion flows, and wins the high debate.’^ 


dofl'd 
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Pci-iod VII. clofed by prorogation. The king’s meflagc, the addrels of the lords, and 
1737101742. rcfolutions of the commons, were font to Mr. Keene, who was ordered 
^ ."V"- - J to acquaint La Quadra, now marquis of Villarias, that this was a provi- 
JuDf 14. fional power which was thought ncceflary to be given during the rcccfs of 

aabnTwk"/" P^i'liament, fhould any emergency occur which concerned the honour, intereft, 
Spain. and fafety of the king’s dominions, and ought not to excite jealoufy, and 

drat the grant of the £, 60,000, to be paid by England, it Spain would 
difeharge the 95,000, within the time limited by the convention, was 
a proof of the king’s defign to fulfil his engagements. But this conciliat- 
ing language had no efTeft. The face of affairs was totally changed in Spain j 
the haughty and infulting language of the Englifli parliament and people 
dilgufled and provoketl that fenfitive nation, and for fome time all the ac- 
tions of the Spanilh' court fully proved their determined refolution not to 
fulfil the terms of the convention. 

The Spanilh minillcrs made bitter rcmonftrances on the continuance of 
admiral Haddock’s fleet in the Mediterranean, which they confidcred as in- 
fuking their coafts *. 

Ma.v 5. When the plenipotentiaries met, the Spanilli full powers were not fo ex- 

tenfive as the Britifli, and the meeting was adjourned on that account. 
May 17. Villarias declared, on application being made from the South Sea company, 

that the king of Sjrain would liften to no propofal on the part of the com- 
May 23. pany until the £. 68,000 was paid. When the plenipotentiaries met, and 

the full powers were allowed to be drawn up in due form, dc la Quintana, 
one of the Spanilh plenipotentiaries, announced, in the name of his mailer, 
that while the Britilh fquadron remained in the Mediterranean, no grace or 
fad/kies were to be expefted, that the Englifli were to be treated accoixiing 
to the rules of the moll rigid juftice, as the honour of the king of Spain 
would not permit any condefcenlion while fuch a Icourge hung over them. 
The king of Spain hitnfelf, bitterly complained to, Mr. Keene of the infult 
offered to his honour, by the continuance of the Britilh fquadfon on his 
coaft, and declared, that as the South Sea company “ refufed to pay the 
^”.68,000, he thought himlclf at liberty to revoke the afiicnto for ne- 
groes, and to feize their cffefls as an indemnification for that fum -f.” 

After this audience, Villarias iignified to Mr. Keene, that his mailer 
confidered the peace at an endj that there was no dependence on the pro- 
mifes of the Britilh court ; infilled on the claim of icarching Ihips in the 
American leas, and concluded by intimating, that if that claim was not 

• Account of the negotiation with Spain, Walpole Paper*. ')• Tindal, vol. 20. p.419. 
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admitted as the bafis of future negotiations, there could be no occafion for Chapter 53. 
any farther conference *. This was juftly confidered as a prelude to the 1739. 

declaration of warj the moft vigorous preparations were made in England -v-— J 

for offenlive operations ; Haddock, who w'as cruifing off Cadiz, was confider-i^ 
ably reinforced •, Sir John Norris hoifted the union flag on board the Namur, 
at Chatham i Sir Chaloner Ogle was ordered to the Weft Indies with a 
large force, while Horace Walpole embarked for Holland to require the 
quota of troops, ftipulated by treaties in cafe of a war. 

The miniflry had lent to Mr. Keene his laft inftrudlions, which were, to 
declare that the king infifted on a full renunciation on the part of Spain, of 
all claims of fearching Britifh (hips, as the bafis of a future treaty, and 
that the honour of the Britifla crown and nation w’ould not fuffer any farther 
negotiations, but upon that condition. He likewife demanded, in very pe- 
remptory terms, the immediate execution of all that had been ftipulated on 
the part of Spain by the cohvention, and that the Britiflr rights to Georgia 
and Carolina fhould be exprefsly acknowledged in the future treaty. He 
farther obferved, that the failure of the crown of Spain to fulfil the terms 
of the convention, had given a new turn to the ftate of affairs between the 
two courts, which intitled his Britannic majefty to be more peremptory, and 
to rife in his demands, efpecially confidering the vaft expences which the 
Spanifli breach of faith had obliged Great Britain to incur, in armaments 
both by Tea and i^d. Mr. Keene, as ufual, received an evafive anfwer, but 
renewed his applfcations to the Spanifli miniflry, and firmly told them, that 
his court had adojited a refolution of granting their fubjefts liberty to 
make rejirifals on the S[)aniards, and that he was ordered to leave Spain if 
he did not immediately receive a fatisfaftory anl'wer 

The reply amounted to a declaration of war. The Spanifli court, fecretly 
inftigated by the French, eager to obtain the affiento contraft, and to become 
the carriers of the Spanifli trade into the Weft Iiulics, rcjeclcd f'o diflionourable 
a compromife, and prepared for hoftilities with unufual aiftivity. The Britifli 
cabinet iffued letters of reprifals, and Admiral Vernon was feat with nine 
men of war to intercept the Allbgue lliips in their paffage from America 
to Spain, and then to reduce Porto Bello. 

The declaration of war againft Spain w'as received by all ranks and diftinc- oct. 19. 
tions of men, with a degree of enthujialhi and joy, which announced the ge- DecIarati<)Ki 
neral frenzy of the nation. The bells were pealed in all the churches of 

• Timlal, vol. so- p. 419. t Ibid, p- 411. 
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Period VII. London * j huzZas and acclamations refounded on all fides j a numerous 
1737101742 proceflion attended the heralds into the city, and the prince of Wales 

ii did not deem it a degradation to accompany it, and to ftop at the door 

of the Rofe Tavern, Temple Bar, and drink ibccefs to the war. The (locks, 

which had been fome time on the decline, fo(e inftantaneoufly. This 

unufual circumftance, at the opening of a war, was owing to the fanguine 
expe(flation, that hoflilities would be carried on at the expence of the enemy. 
The pofleffions of Spain in the Weft Indies were confidered as likely to 
fall an eafy prey to the Britilh adventurers. The merchants anticipated 
the monopoly of the commerce with South America, and the poiieflions of 
the mines of Peru and Potofi. But thefe idle dreams of riches and conqueft 
foon proved fallacious what the minifter had forefeen, now happened ; 
England ftood fmgly engaged in war without an ally. 

The Spanilh manifefto fully juftified the conduit of Spain, and proved to 
impartial Europe, that though in the refufal to pay the;f . 95,000, (lie appeared 
to be the aggrcITor, the Englilh were the real aggreflbrs, and that while affcit- 
ing to comply with the letter, they had violated the fpirit of the treaty. France 
artfully availed herfelf of thefe circumftances ; while (he armed both by fea and 
land, with a view to intimidate England, and to join Spain, whenever a 
favourable opportunity Ihould occur, (he artfully offered her mediation to 
compofe the differences, and prevailed on the Dutch to maintain a ftate of 
neutrality, by threatening them with an army of 50,000 men towards the 
Low Countries, and alluring them with hopes of (haring the fpoils of the 
trade which the Englifh carried on to Spaniih America. 

Condnft of On reviewing the condud of England, from the renewal of the difputes 
England: concerning the Spanifti depredations in 1737, to the declaration of war, we 

(hall not he(itate to confefs, that it was inconfiftent, unjuft, haughty; and 
violent* 

' The Britilh nation liftened only to one fide of the queftion, gave implicit 
credit to all the exaggerated accounts of the cruelties committed by the. 
Spaniards without due evidence, and without, noticing the violations of ex- 
prefs treaties by the Britidi traders. The difficulty of obtaining an accurate 
ftatement of fafts, which had paffed in the American feas, was leldora taken 
into conlideration. Inftant and full reparation for damages, not fufficiently 
authenticated, and always over-rated, was loudly and repeatedly called for. 


* It is recorded, that. Sir Robert Walpole, bells were ringing for the declaration of war. 
hearing the bells ringing, inquired the caufe They now ring the bells, he replied, but they 
of (u^ rejoicings, and was informed that the will foon wring their hands. 


The 
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The cry of Net fenre/t echoed from one part of the kingdom to another, and Chapter 5 j, 

reverbe/ated from London to Madrid. The common topics ofjuftice and i%39' 

humanity were forgotten amidfl the pjablic ardour a general enthufiafm per- 

vaded all ranks of people, and the religious crufade againft the Saracens, in. 

an age of bigotry and ignorance, was not profecu ted with greater fervour 

than the commercial crufadc againft Spain, in an enlightened century. The 

crown of Spain vras reviled and degnaded in the eyes of Europe, by the pe- 

tu lance of declamatory eloquence; imperious meflages were fent to Madrid, 

and the moft haughty and irritable court in Europe, provoked and infulted 

htq ond the pofllbility of farther forbearance. 

The public conduct of the miniftcr is alfo liable to much animadverfion, Andof W»U 
tliough from a different caufe. 

Burke fays, “ I obferved one fault in his general proceeding. He never 
manfully put forward the entire ftrength of his caufe. He temporifed ; he 
managed ; and adopting very nearly the fentiments of his adverfaries, he op- 
pofed their inferences. This, for a political commander, is the choice of a 
weak poft. His adverfaries had the better of the argument, as he handled 
it, not as the reafon and juftice of his caufe enabled him to manage it. I 
fay this, after having fecn, and with fome care ejcamined the original docu- 
ments, concerning certain important tranfadions of thofe times. They per- 
feiftly fatisfied me of the extreme injuftice of that war, and of th« fallhood 
of the colours, which, to his own ruin, and guided by a miftaken policy, 
he fuffered to be daubed over that meafure. Some years after, it was my 
fortune to converfe with many of the principal ad; ors againft that minifter, 
and with thofe who principally excited that clamour. None of them, no not 
one, did in the leaft defend the meafure, or attempt to juftify their condud, 
which they as freely condemned as they would have done in commenting 
upon any proceeding in hiftory in which they were totally unconcerned. 

Thus it will be. They who ftir up the people to improper defires, whether 
of peace or war, will be condemned by themfclves. They who weakly yield 
to them, will be condemned by hiftory 

Thefe oblervations are perfedly juft; but the figacious author did not 
fufficiently confider, and perhaps did nor know, the ticlicate liluation of fhc 
minifter, and the embarraiiments under which lie laboured at this particular 
jundure. Walpole himlelf well knew the ftrengi h of tiie arguincnts, which 
might have been produced againft the aiTertions oi the minority. He was 
aware, that the Britilh who traded to tiie South Seas, were principally 
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engaged m carry mg on an illiqt trade, and in importing and exportitig 
illicit goods j that few of the captures were illegal ; and that the Spaniards, 
though they might in fome inftances have tranlgreffed the bounds of ftrift 
juftice, yet in general were fufficiently vindicated by the conduft and beha- 
viour of the Brititli traders. 

The fact was, that the nation could not hear the truth j the minds of all 
men were fo inflamed with tales of cruelties, that any attempts to contra- 
dI(Sl them were wholly incffedual. The minifter hirafelf could not venture 
to quefl'ion or decry them. 

An inlinuation thrown out by fome of his friends, that the Britifli fliips in 
the Weft Indies carried on fmuggling, contrary to treaties, and to the true 
intereft of the fair trader, was received with high indignation, and reprefented 
by oppofition, as a reflection caft upon the whole body of Englifh merchants 
in America*. Nor need any other proof be given of the general infatua- 
tion and frenzy, wliich prevented the voice of truth and reafon from being 
heard, than that the fable of Jenkins’s ears was fully credited, and that no 
one could venture to call in queftion the truth of that abfurd ftory. He 
was obliged therefore to confine the defence of the convention to the expe- 
diency of the meafure, the inconveniences of war, and the advantages of 
peace, with fuch general arguments as were anfwcred and nullified by im- 
paffionell appeals to the feelings and honour of an injured and infulted nation. 

His opp^tion to the war, drew upon him odium and unpopularity 
from all quarters. Even many of thofe who voted with him from per- 
fonal confiderations, were equally ftee in their complaints of his indolence, 
want of fpirit, and averfion to vigorous meafures, for vindicating the national 
honour, and chaftifihg the infolence of Spanilh depredations. 

The king was eager for war. Infpired by a martial fpirit and natural mag- 
nanimity, he was difpofed to feek reparation ofinjuries by military operations, 
preferably to the flower and lefs fplendid methods of negotiation. 

By the death of queen Caroline, Walpole had loft his principal proteftrefs- ; 
one. who uniformly appreciated his counlels and promoted his views ; wlx) 
r^jaintained in the king’s mind thofe favourable fentiments, which thofo ^vho 
were about his perfon, were labouring to change. Her deceafe gave full 
fcope to the intrigues of a ftrong party in the cabinet, who inclined for war, 
and oppofed thofe meafures whi<?h the minifter wiflred to adopt. 

The duke of Newcaftde was particularly vehement in fupporting the con- 
tents of the petition; which the merchants had delivered to the king in 1737. 

/ 

•'Tjndal, vol. ip. p. 366. 
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In confofmity to this ftatement of the grievances, he drew up an angry me* 
morial, which Keene was ordered to prefent to the Spanifh minifters, in 
which he endeavoured to [)rove that the Spaniards had broken the articles in 
feveral treaties, and particularly alluded to the treaty of 1667. This memo- 
rial* was forwarded to Keene, to be prelented to the court of Madrid, and - 
Horace Walpole was ordered to draw up a fimilar one, to be prefented to 
the States General. But the fagacity of Horace Walpole faw the faA in a 
very different light. He was fully fenfible that the treaty of 1667, r^erred 
only to the trade which Great Britain was permitted to carry on to the. 
Spanilh dominions in Europe only, and had no reference to the American 
commerce. This opinion he reprefented with his ufual freedom, and proved 
by undoubted documents *!-. 

Sir Robert Walpole adopted this mode of thinking, and objeded to New- 
caftle’s memorial. But being unfupported by the kin^, and the other mem- 
bers of the cabinet, he was compelled to withdraw his oppofition, and aflent- 
to the meafure. Even when the convention was ratified, and 'the fettling of 
the difputes referred to an amicable compofition, Newcaftle adopted the 
opinions and language of oppofition, and obferved, in a letter to the Britifh 
minifter at Madrid : 

“ His majefty's view and defign isj. that this commiflion fliould not, like 
fomc former ones, be drawn into length and produce no effed j but that all 
points in difpute between the two crowns, may be thoroughly examined, and 
finally fettled and adjufted} fo that a perfed good underftanding may be 
citabliflicd between the two nations ; which is impojjible to be done, as long as 
the depredations continue in any manner ; and therefore the king does expefl, that 
the freedom of navigation of his fuhje^s may be effebiually fecured to them \ that 
they may neither be liable to be taken or fearched in their navigation in the Ame^ 
rican feas, to and from any part of his majefty's dominions 

The chancellor, lord Hardwicke, a man of moderation, good fenle, and- 
candour, was of the fame opinion with the duke of Newcaftle, and fpoke 
with I'uch vehemence in the houfe of lords againft the depredations, and in 
favour of compulfory meafures, that Walpole^ who flood behind the throne, 
exclaimed to thofe who were near him, “ Bravo colonel Yorke, Bravo §.” 
Lord Harrington inclined to the lentiments of Newcaftle and Hardwicke. 
The carl of Wilmington was always blindly attached lo the opinion of the 
king, and therefore favoured the war. He repented that he had declined 

•• Keene and Walpole Pa'pers. 'Wliitehall, January 26, 1737-8. Walpole 

f Walpole Papers. Papers. 
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accepting the employments which had been offered. to hini on the d^ath of 
George the Firft; his hopes revived on the decealc of queen Carpline ; he 
afpired to the ftation of firft minifter, and by his fccret influence in the 
uclofet. occafionally thwarted and cqunteraded the advice of Walpole. 

« The only members of the cabinet of whom Walpole v/as fecure, were 'Sir 
Charles Wager, the earl of Godolphin, who had fucceeded lord Lonfdale Ln 
4he office of privy feal, which he retained in compliance with the withes of 
the minifter, to whom he was uniformly and inviolably attached, and the 
duke of Devonfliire, who was occafionally abfent in- Ireland, 

Many meafures were alfo adopted which he did not approve, and many 
•perfons appointed to commands, particularly admiral Vernon, in oppofition 
to his wiflies. The letters of reprifai were ifllied contrary to his opinion. 
Newcaftle had adapted the declaration of war to the public opinion*, 
in diredt contradiction to his known (entiments, on the bafis pf princi- 
ples which held up the delay of hoftilities to cenfure, and, as the minifter 
thought, with a view to caft an odium upon him. The declaration had 
been approved by the cabinet, and -was on the point of being ifllied in this 
form, when a ftrong remonftrance of Horace Walpole -f to the lord chan- 
cellor, induced the fecretary of ftate to amend this important paper. 

A ftill greater fource of difeord had been derived from the refolution of 
the minifter to obtain the privy feal for lord Harvey, w'ho had uniformly 
proved his attachment, and had ftrenuoufly fupported his adminiftration, 
by fpeeches, and by his pen. Godolphin, who had fuccecdcd lord Lonf- 
dale in that high office, had announced his intention of retiring, but had 
delayed the refignation at the requeft of Walpole, until the difficulties which 
obftruCted the nomination of Hervey could be removed. That nobleman 
had, by his farcaftic and petulant raillerj', rendered himfelf fo highly difagree- 
able to Newcaftle, that in a letter to lord chancellor Hardvvicke, he obferved, 
“ Sir Robert Walpole and Pultency are not more oppofite in the houfe of 
commons, than lord Hervey and I are, with regard to our mutual inclina- 
tions to each other, in our houfe He ftrongly reprefented the objections 
to his promotion, and the ill effeCts which would be derived from it. He 
propofed, rather than fubmit, that tlie duke of Grafton, the lord chancellor, 
liis brother Mr. Pelham, and himfelf Ibould refign; and even if they fliould 
not accede to this incafure, avowed his refolution fingly to retire, rather than ' 
bear what he confidered as a perfonal infult. He made alfo ftrong remon- 


♦ Duke of Nev\ caftk* to lord Hardvvicke, J Duke of Newcaftle to lord Mardwicke, 
Septeiiibcr ;io, 1 739. Odober 14, 1739. fiardwicke Papers. 
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ftjPances on the lubje(?I to Sir Robert Walpole, and a violent altercation 
palled between them at Claremont. Notwithftanding thefe pofitive decla- 
rations, the minifter perfevered in his refolutionv Lord fdervey was at length 
appointed lord privy feal, and Newcallle, either finding his co-adjutors not 
inclined to refign in compliance with his reqneft, and foftened by the chan- 
cellor and his brother, fupprelTcd his difguft, and acquiel'ced in the nomina- 
tion. 

The fituation of the miniftcr was rendered Hill more irkfome, by the oc- 
cafional ill-humour of the king, who thwarted and counteracted his views, at 
the very moment wlien he molt wanted his afliftance. Several inflances of a 
pertinacious refufal of the minifter’s juft requefts, appeared in the courle of 
this fummer. But one in particular, will I'erve to fliew the extreme em- 
barralTments under which he laboured. 

Horace Walpole had ferved, with little interruption, in the quality of en- 
voy, plenipotentiary, or cmbalTador from 1722 to 1739. Ke had performed 
his functions with unremitting affiduity and addrefs j and had rendered him-' 
felf eminently ufeful in the conduCt of foreign affairs. He had been for fome 
time weary of his employment, and exprelTed an earneft defirc to return to 
England. On the death of queen Caroline, his fituation abroad became more 
difficult. Contradictory orders were occafionally ilfued from London and 
Hanover. The opinion and advice which he freely gave, were not always 
congenial to the king’s German prejudices. He incurred dilplealure by the 
fianknefs with whicli he declared his lentiments on all occalions, and the 
courage with which lie oppofed the petty electoral views, which fometimes 
interfered with the grand intcrefts of Great Britain and Europe. Frequent 
bickerings with lord Harrington, rendered his continuance abroad more and 
more irkfome, and he refifted all the importunities of his brother, enforced 
by the earneft reprefentation of the chancellor, for whom he entertained the 
higheft eftcem, and perfevered in his relblution to retire from the diplomatic 
line. 

The ftate of affairs, and temper of the Dutch, who were preffed by Eng- 
land on one fide, and by France on the other, required a perlbn of great abi- 
lities, addrefs, and circumfpeClion, agreeable to the leading men of the re- 
public, well acquainted with the forms of their complicated conftitution, and 
capable of obviating the dilatorinefs of their counfeb. It was neceffary alfo, 
that the fuccefibr llioulcl be attached to the minifter, and likely to follow 
the directions of Horace Walpole. Such a perlbn was Robert Trevor, fe- 
cond fon of lord Trevor, who had, from the commencement of Horace Wal- 
pole’s embafly to the Hague, ferved in the capacity of private fecretary, and. 
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VII. during bis ablence, had afted>as charge d’affaires. He was diftiriguifhed no Jefe 
a^iy to i74». for his diferetion than his talents, and his difpatchcs were peculiarly intereil- 
ing and Animated. - ^ 

But the king had entertained a violent prejudice againft Trevor, and 
though he could not with juftice or policy objeft to his nomination, yet he 
closed his milTion with fo many difficulties as nearly prevented it, and 
when thofe difficulties were finally overcome, he pofitively refufed to confer on 
him the 'united charafter of envoy and plenipotentiary, with the falary of 
eight pounds a day, but infifted that he flroukl be only appointed envoy, 
with a falary of no more than five pounds. The repeated Iblicitations of 
' Walpole, ip compliance with his brother’s wijfhes, had no effedt, all his at- 
tempts to perfuacle the king were ineffectual. 

Trevor had received from Horace Walpole a promil'e of his recommenda- 
tion, and as he knew the affeCtion of Sir Robert Walpole for his brother, 
and believed his influence all powerful in the clofet, he had confidered his ap- 
pointment to the offices of envoy and plenipotentiary, as certain as if it had 
pafled the great feal. When, therefore, the minifter acquainted him with the 
king’s inflexibility, he declined accepting the grant of envoy alone, as de- 
grading to himfelf, declared that, on account of the fmallnefs of his own 
fortune, the falary of five pounds a day was infufficient to maintain an efta- 
blifliment, in a 'ftyle and manner conformable to ufage, and conlbnant to the 
dignity of his ftation. 

The minifter never felt himfelf more chagrined. He was concerned left 
his brother Ihould impute to him a lukewarmnefs in promoting his friend, 
and procuring a poft which had been folemnly proi lifed. He was appre- 
henfive left Trevor Ihould conceive his influence over the king greater than 
it really was, and fliould fufpeft him of duplicity, and he was at the fame time 
convinced, that no perfon was fo proper to be employed at the Hague. He 
therefore frankly reprefented his fituation to his brother j he exim-tl’ed his in- 
ability to prevail over the king, and intimated, that Ihould Trevor decline 
the appointment of envoy, the confequence would be the increafe of the 
king’s difguft, and the nomination of another, perfon, who might be both in- 
capable ofdifcharging his functions, and be difagreeable to them. He there- 
fore carneftly entreated his brother to obtain the acquiefcence of his friend. 
His exhortation prevailed ; Trevor, at the fuggeftion of Horace AValpole, 
complied, and fucceeded him at the Hague, in the quality of envoy only. 

Horace Walpole returned to England, and foon afterwards refigned the 
place of cofferer of the houfehold for a tellerftiip of the exchequer. He took 
no farther Ihare in public bufineft, than in giving his afliftance to his brother 

in 



SIR ROBERT WALPOI^E. 625 

in the management of foreign aiTairs, and ftrenuoiifly llipporting his meafures Cha()ter 53 . 
in parliament. i739- 

Thus fituated, and thus embarraffed, thwarted by the king, counteracted 
by the cabinet, -reviled by the nation, and compelled to declare vvar againll 
his own opinion, a funple and natural qucHion arifes; Why did he not re- ” ' 
lign ? Why did he Hill maintain a pod expofed to fo many diihcuUjes, and 
fubjeft to fo much obloquy ? His intimate friends urged him to take this 
Hep, when the convention was carried in the houfe of commons by a ma- 
jority ot 28 . In fa(5t, he did requeft the king’s permi/hon to rctign He 
Hated his embarraflments : He obferved, that his oppofition to this vvar 
would be always imputed as a crime, and that any ill fuccel's in carrying it 
on would be attributed to him. The king remonilrated againil this refo- 
lution, exclaiming, “ Will you delert me in my greateil: diflicukies r” aodre- 
fuied to admit his .refignation. The minifter reiterated hi;> vvillres, and the 
king again impofed filence in fo authoritative. a manner, that he acquiefeed, 
and remained at the helm. 

But his compliance with the king’s commands is by no means fufficient 
for his judification. Had he come forward on this occafion, and declared that 
he had oppofed the war as unjufl, and contrary to the interells of his coun- 
try, but finding that the voice of the people was clamorous for hoflilitics, he 
hail tlicrefore quitted a ftation which he could not preferv'c witli dignity, as 
he was unwilling to conduH the helm of government, when lie could not 
guide it at his own difcrction, and to bo relponfiblc fur meakircs which he 
did not approve : Had he aded this noble and digniiicd part, he vvaiild 
liav'c rifen in the opinion of his own age, and have feclired the applaufe of 
poflcrily. 

The confcquence of his continuance in office was repeated mortifications 
from thofc with whom lie afted, and infuks from thole who oppofed him, 
and that in lefs tlian two years from this period, he wits reduced to a com- 
pulfory refignation. 

The truth is, that he had ncitlicr rofolutiun or Inclination to perfevcrc in 
a facrificc which circumftances feemed to require, and to quit a ftation which 
long pofrcfliou had endeared to him. But niinlftcrs are but men j human na- 
ture does not reach to perfection ; and who ever quitted ]X)\vcr without a 
figli, or looked back to it without regret ? 

• Correfponiiencc between Horace Walpole and Etongh. Wslpole and Etongh Pspes •. 
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«737toi742* CHAPTER THE FIFTY-FOURTH: 

1739—1741- 

Meeting of ParliamenL — Rettirn of the Seceders. — Efforts of Oppoffion, — Em- 
harrafments of IVit'po/e. — Supp/ies. — Capture of Port( - Bolhi. — Expedition to 
America . — A! ‘rr rations in the Cabinet . — Fereipn Ajfuirs. — Death oj the King 
of Prufjia — Of the Emperor. — Invafon of Sifefui. 


Meeting of 
parliament, 
November 

King’s 

fpecch^ 


T he declaration of war rendered it neccflliry that the padiament 
fliould be afllirjbled at an earlier i'eafon tluiti Ti e king, nt his 

fpccch from the throne, fpokc a kuiguuge which could not have been I'.ronger, 
had it been dictated by oppolitiun. In the opening, ne i>brerved, “ Tiic 
pVefent pollure of our afhiirs has obliged me to cal! } (»u together at tl' is time, 
fooner than has been ulual of late years, that I may have the immediate nd- 
vice and affillance of my parliament, at this critical and important conjunc- 
ture. I have, in all my proceedings with the court of Sjrain, aclcd agree- 
ably to the fenfe of both houles, and therefore I can make no doubt, but I 
(hall meet with a ready and vigorous fupport in this jufl; and necefi'ary war, 
which the repeated injuries and violence committed by that nation upon the 
navigation and commerce of thele kingdoms, and their obtbnacy and notorious 
violation of the moll folemn engagements, have rendered, unavoidable.” 

He then mentioned the augmentation of his forces, and the confidence he 
had in being furnilhed with the neccflaiy fupplics. After adverting to the 
heats and animofitics which had, with the greateil induliry, been fomented 
throughout the kingdom; and had chiefly encouraged the proceedings of the 
court of Spain, he concluded by oblerving, “ Union among all thofc who 
have nothing at heart but the true intcreft of Great Britain, and a hccomitig 
zeal in the defence of my kingdoms, and in the fupport of the common 
caufe of our country, with as general a concurrence in carryiirg on the wa?', as 
there has appearctl for engaging in it, will make the court sd* Spain re)>cnt 
the wrongs tiicy have done us ; and convince thof.', who r icnn the fubverfion 
of the prefent eftablifliment, that this nation is dcterminctl, and able, both 
to vindicate their injured honour, and to defend thenjfelvcs againft all our 
©pen and fecret enenyies, both at honic and abroad 
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In the hourc of lords, the addrefs paffed, though not without much al- 
tercation from the peers in oppofition, at the mention of heats and animo- 
fities, 'almoft without a divilion, and on a diviiion, the numbers were 68 
againft4i 

In the. commons it orcafioned-a warm and violent debate, which did not 
fo much relate to the fubjcift of the addrefs, as to tlic return of the feceding 
members to tlicir duty. Mr. Archer having moved (iie addrefs, which was 
as ufual the echo of the jpecch, Pultcncy began l>y vindicating the fe- 
ceffion. He enforced tlic ncccfTity of tliai meafurCj for tlie purpofe of clear- 
ing their charadlers (o pofterity, ftoin the imputation of iiiiing in an af- 
fembly, Wiiore a determined majority gave a fmetion to meafures evidently 
difgracefttl to the king and t!ie nation, “ Tliis ftep,” he faid, “ however 
if has been hitlierto cenl'urcd, will I hope, for the future, be treated in a 
different manner, for it is fully julLificd by the declavatioa of war, fo uni- 
verfally approved, that any fartlicr vindication will be fuperfluous. There 
is not an aflertion maintained in it, that was not, almoft in the fame words, 
infilled upon by thofe who oppofed the convention. Since that time, 
there has not one event happened that was not then forefeen and foretold. 
But give me leave to fay. Sir, that though the treatment which we have fmcc 
received from the court of Spain, may have fwelled the account, yet it has 
furnilhed us with no new reafons for declaring w'ar; the laine provocations 
have only been repeated, and nothing but longer patience has added to the 
juftice of our caufe. The lame violation of treaties, the fame infta'ices of 
injultice and barbarity, the fame difregard to the law of nations, whicii arc 
laid down as the reafoas of this declaration, were tlien too flagrant to be de- 
nied, and too contemptuous to be borne. Nor can any one rcal'on be 
alledgcd for juftifylng our going to war now, that wVj e.ot of ecjual force 
before the convention. After that was ratified, and after the addrefs of 


parliament to his majefty on that head, there was indeed Tome fort of pre- 
text for not commencing hoftilities, bcoavile you liad laid yourlelves under a 
kind of obligation, to fee if the court of S])aiu would fulfil tlii sr part of the 
itipuhuions ; but tliis was a rcafon tliat could have tio n!ac'' before that con- 
tUnft was Ciitcred itato and approved. It is tlicrcfoie ovidea! , that if the war 
be now ncccffary, it wiC' iiccefiary before the conven! ion. Of this iieccffity 

rlic gentletiien (known, Imwcver improperly, by the name of were 

then fully convinced. They fiiw, inftcad of that ardovii- of reicni rnent, an.d 
iiuit zeal for the honour of Britain, whicli inch iadigifuies ought to Icue 
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produced, nothing but meannefs, and tamenefs, and fubmiffion ; and their 
iiaturtil confequences, a low, temporary expedient, a fhameful convention ; 
a convention, which had the Spaniards not madly broken it, mull have ended 
in our ruin, mutl have thrown our own navigation into the hands of our 
enemies. To fuch a condudt as this they could give no fandion ; they faw 
that all oj)polition was incffcdual, and that their prel’cnce was only made ufe 
of, that what was already determined might be ratified by the plaufible ap- 
pearance of a fair debate. They therefore ieceded, if that word muft be uled 
on this occafion, and refufed to countenance meafures which they could 
neither approve nor defeat. 

“ Tlie ftate of affairs is now changed j the meafures of the miniftry are 
.now altered ; and the fame regard for tlie honour and welfare of their coun- 
try, that determined thefc gentlemen to withdraw their countenance from 
luch a condud as they thought had a tendency to deftroy them, the lame has 
brought them hither once more, to give their advice and afliftance in thofe 
meafures, which they then pointed out, as the only means of afleriing and 
retrieving them.” He then obferved, that the only method to preferve the 
trade and navigation of Great Britain from any future violation, was to at- 
tack the Spanith fettlcments in the Well Indies, and to jirevcnt any minifler 
from giving up our conquefls, under any pretence whatfbever ; declared his 
readinefs to fiipport miniftry in carrying on the war with vigour and advan- 
tage 5 exprelfed his wifhes, tjiat no mention had been made of heats and ani- 
mofitics in the king’s fpeech, and thought that the dignity and reputation of 
the houfe would be confultcd, if the addrefs fliould take no notice of that 
claufe in the fjxicch *. 

To this Sir Robert Walpole replied ; “ After what paffed laft feflion, 
•nd after the repeated declarations of tlie honourable gentleman who fpoke 
laft, and his friends, I little expedled that we Ihould have this feffion been 
again favoured xvith their company. I am always plcafed, Sir, when I fee 
gentlemen in the way of their duty, and glad that thefe gentlemen have re- 
turned to their’s ; though, to fay the truth, I was in no great concern left; the 
fervicc either of his majefty or the nation ftiould fuffer by their abfcnce.. I 
believe the /nation is generally fenfiblc, that the many ufcful and popular ads 
wl'.ich palTed towards the end of laft feffion, were greatly forwarded and fa- 
cilitated by the feceflionof thefe gentlemen, and if they arc returned only to 
oppofc and perplex, I fhall not at all be forry if they fecedc again. 

“ The honourabk gentleman who fpoke laft faid, that they took this ftep, 

* Cliandler. 
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bccaufe he and his friends conceived that meafures were purfued which 
tended to ruin the honour and intereft of this nation, and that they have 
returned to their duty, becaufe thefe meafures are now at an end. Sir, I 
don’t remember any one ftep wdiich was taken in the whole of our tranfac- 
tions with Spain, and has not been fully canvafled in parliament, and as fully 
approved. The parliament can beft judge what is fit or not fit to be done, 
and while I have the honour of bearing any fhare in the adminiftration, I 
fliall think myfelf fafe, and my aftions compleatly juftified, if they are, after 
mature deliberation, approved by a Britiih parliament. The ftalc argu- 
ment of corruption never (hall have any weight with me ; it has been the 
common refuge of the difappointed and difaffcdled ever fince government had 
a being ; and it is an accufation, that like all other charges, though unftip- 
ported by proof, if advanced againft the beft and moft difinterefted admi- 
niftration, and puflied with a becoming violence, a pretended zeal for the 
public good, will ntvet fail to meet applaufe among the populace. I can- 
not, however, believe that the honourable gentleman and his friends, have 
found any reafon to boaft of the effedts produced by their fecefllon upon 
the minds of the people, for it was a very new way of defending the interefts- 
of their conftituents, to defert them when they apprehended them to be en- 
dangered. I fhould not have touched fo much upon this fubjeft, had I not 
been in a manner called upon to do it, by what fell from the honourable 
gentleman who Ijjoke Jaft. I lhall now proceed to take fome notice of what 
be further advanced. 

“ The declaration of war againft Spain, is neither more nor lefs than the 
coj-jfequence, which the king again and again informed this houfc, would arife 
from the Spaniards perfifting in their refufal to do juflice to his injured 
fubjefts ; and what the honourable gentleman has fald ujxrn that head, 
amounts to nothing more than that, after the Spaniards had abfolutely refijfcd 
to do that juftice, his majefty proceeded to thole meafures which he had 
then more than once promifed to take. 1 am forry that, the hcjnourable 
gentleman fhould lb far diftruft the royal affurances, as rather to ablent 
himfelf from his duty as a member of this houfe, than put any confidence in 
his majefty’s promife. But give me leave to fay Sir, that, from the well 
known charader of his majefty, this declaration of war is no more than what 
the honourable gentleman and his friends had not only reafon, but a right 
to exped, even at the time of their feceflion, if the continued injuftice of 
the court of Spain (hould make it neceflary to have recourfe to arms. Sq 
that upon the whole, I neither fee how his majefty’s not iffuing this dcclara- 
tipii of war, when they were pleafed to require it, was a good reafon for tlicir 
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ranning frofti their dutjTvj nor how its being iffued at laft » any apology for 
their return 

After a few refledions on the impropriety of Pulteitcy’s propofals, and 
fonie obfervations by Sir John Barpard on the want of coirvoys, which 
were anfweredsby Sir Charles Wager, the addrefs was carried without a di- 
vifion. 

The conduft of the minifter during this whole felHon, proved the extreme 
embarraflinents under which he laboured, the little dej^Jhdence he could ge- 
nerally place on thofe who fupported him, and the effect which the public 
voice had upon the decifions of the commons. ^ 

When PuUeney moved to bring- in tho bill for the fecurity of trade and 
encouragement of icamen, which had been thrown out laft feffion by the 
exertions of the minifter, he oppOfed it with much warmth, and de- 
manded that the meafure Ihould be poftponed for the purpofe of taking it 
into confideration “b . On the firft reading, however, he did not venture to 
continue hisoppofition, and after a flight animadverfion by Horace Walpole, 
it pafted without a divifion. Although the minifter appreciated the injuftice of 
depriving the public of all fliare in.the prize money, and of annihilating at 
once a great fourcc of revenue, which might affift government in c.arrying on 
the war, yet he dreaded to refill fo popular a iiicafure, and to offend the 
navy of England. 

The agreement of the minifter to the war, and the vigorous manner in 
which it was conduced, diftreffed oppofition, by taking from -them the 
moll popular topic of declamation and oblotjuy. They endeavoured, there- 
fore, to introduce motions of fo violent a tendency, as Ihould preclude all 
hopes of a reconciliation with Spain, trufting that the minifter would op- 
poie them as being contradictory to his pacific fyftem, and would by that 
refiftance increafe the national averfion. Accordingly, Sir William Wynd- 
ham, after a violent Philippic againft adminiftration, moved for an ad- 
drefs, teftifying a relblution to fupport the king in the profecution of the 
war, and befecebing him “ nem to admit of any treaty of peace with Spain, 
unlefs the acknowledgment of our natural and indubitable right to navigate 
in the American feas, to and from any part of bis majefty’s dominions, with- 
out being fcarched, vifited, or flopped, under any pretence whatfoever, Ihall 
have been firft obtainetl, as a preliminary thereto 

As the tendency of this motion was well underftood by the minifter, and 
as it was made with the hopes of being receded, he difappointed their views, 

* Chandler. t Ibid. J Journals, Tindal, 
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After briefly vindicating his condudl from the reproaches of Sir William Chapter 54. 
Wyndham, he declared that he was the firft to agree to the motion, and it i? 39 t<> i 74 t* 
accordingly paffed, without a diflenting voice. The concurrence of the lords 
being obtained, the addrels was accordingly prefented by both houfcs. 

When the,place bill was, brought before the houle, the niiuifter departed Place bill 
from his ufual cuftom, of giving only bis filent vote ; he fpoke againft it with 
great ftrength of argument. All his efforts, however, could only procure a February, 
fmall majority of 16, 222 againft 206 *. The canfe of this numerous mi- 
nority, was principally owing to the ai»proach of a general eledion, which 
influenced many who favourec} adminiftration, to vote for the queftion. 

The efforts of oppolition comi^elled him to relinquifli a bii!, to which he Bill fwre-- 
liad paid confiderable attention, and w'hich he thought effentiaily necetlaiy 
for the fpeedy equipment of the fleet. Government felt fenfible inconve- 
niences from their inability to man their (hips of w'ar. According to an 
account given in lafl: year, upon a medium no more than twenty-one thou- 
fancl five hundred and fixteen feamen had been nruflered on hoard tire roy.al ’ 
navy, from the 31ft of December 1738 to the 31ft of December 1 739. The 
public clamour at the fame time, on accoimt of the numerous captures made 
by the Spaniards, hourly incrcafing, produced many warm petitions and remon- 
ftrances. The method of imprefling, ferved only to incrcafe the dil'contcnt 
of the merchants, who were perpetually plying both houfes of parlianietit 
with complaints that their trade was neglected. The matter was therefo.'-e 
referred to a committee, who found invincible obftacles in their endeavours 
to remedy the inconvenience any other way, than by eftablilhing a general 
regifter of all feamen and watermen capable of lervice. A bill to this efi’ed; 
was accordingly prefented to the houfe by Sir Charles Wager -}•. February j.;. 

The oppolition fairly allow'ed the expediency of the bill, but expatiated 
with great efieft on the hardlhips which it would entail upon the Teaman, 
who mull appear whenever fummoned, at all hazards, whatever might be the 
circumftances of his family, or the ftatc of his private affairs ; he mull, in 
many cafes, expofe himlelf to the penalties of the aCt, or leave his family at 
a time when his aflillance and diredion are abfolutely neceffiry. He muft, 
if he fliould by any misfortune or negligence, be encumbered with debt, 
either fall under the diffrelfes which the breach of this law would bring upon 
him, or lie at the mercy 'of his creditors, perhaps exafperated by long dif- 
appointments, or by long pradice of feverity hardened in oppreflion, 

•'journals. Chandler, vol. ii. where fee Walpole’s admirable fpccch on the occafioii,p. 333,. 
f I'indal, p. 450. Chandler. 
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Period VII. Pulleney propofed to defer the fecond reading a few days, and to prlntHhe 
1737101741. bill for the confidcration of the houfe. 

To thefe arguments the minifter replied, by declaring that the imprels 
of feamen, to which government mull always have recourfe in times of 
emergency, was neither eligible or legal, that it was inelFeftual and infufEcient 
for the attainment of its end ; that the delay in procuring failors at the com* 
jnencement of a war, was a general grievance and a great obftru(ftion to ofFenfive 
operations, and to the acquifition of conquefts which would be eafy at firft, 
but afterwards became difficult. “ While we arc publifliing proclamations,” he 
faid, “ ifluing warrants for imprefles,, and gleaning up -our failors by fingle 
men, our tecrets are betrayed, and our enterprizes defeated.” He did not, 
however, objeft to the propofal for printing the bill, and delaying the fecond 
reading a proper time, which was ordered accordingly. 

During this fufixjnfion, great outcry was raifed againfl the bill, as founded 
on French edidls, and as tending to the introduftion of French mcafures and 
French defpotifm, and the reftridlions which it would have impofed on the 
failors, which were not inconfiderable, >were as ufual magnified and ex- 
aggerated. The public mind was inflamed to fuch a degree, that when the 
bill was prefented to be read a fecond time, it was received with a fiJent 
horror, as a tranfeript of the F'rench edift for the fame purport, and tending 
to enflave the moil uieful body of men in the kingdom. Sir Charles Wager 
and Sir John Norris, who had prepared the bill, candidly admitted the charge, 
that it was founded on a fimilar ordinance, but declared that it was the only 
expedient which they could devife, to effed: the purpofe for which it was 
detigned. The minifter, however, was difinclined to fupport a bill, againll 
Dropped, which liich ftrong objedions were made. He w'as therefore one of the 
firft to fuggeft the propriety of dropping it, and it was accbrdingly rejeded. 
“ A motion was then made for the houlc to relolve itlclf into a committee 
the Monday following, to confider of the heads of a bill, for the further and 
better encouragement of feamen to enter into his majefty’s fervice j but this 
refolution, however well intended, never produced the defircd effed, though 
it feemed to be agreed upon by all parties, that a regifter was abfolutely 
licceffary ; and the fiid relblution which the committee came to, March the 
1 3ih, was, that a voluntary regifter of feamen would be of great utility to the 
kingdom 


• Tindal, vol. 20. p. 451, Sir Charles 
Wager introduced a fimilar bill in the next 
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ported, preifed him with motions tending td incrpaio hh embart»^ent^ 

Some prizes having, been taken by the Spaniard^ a motion was made in' the 
houfe of commons, “ For a lift of ihips of war employed as cruizers, for the cmizers. 
protedion of trade on this fide Cape Finifterre, fince the loth of July Ipfl^ March, ?3v 
diftinguKhing the time each Ihip was ordered to remain, and the time fuch 
fhip did adually remain on fuch cruize, tc^ther with the reafona of her 
returning to any port of this kingdom.” But as the rejedion of this motion 
was highly arraigned, the minifter agreed the following day to addrefs the 
king to give diredions, that befides the flaps of war employed againft the 
enemy, a fufficient number of ihips may be appointed to cruize in proper 
nations, for the effedual protedion of trade.” The public was extremely 
fuiprifed that the miniftry fuffered this motion to pafs, as it carried an 
oblique refledion upon themfelves. But the truth was, that about this 
time, both the French and Dutch, under pretext of neutrality, had com- 
menced carriers to the Spaniards, and upon being flopped and vifited by 
the Britifli flvips, had made ftrong complaints that fuch pradices were not 
warranted by the laws of nations, or by treaties. The court of England in 
anfwer, told them, that their complaints fhould be examined, but chofe to 
leave it to the parliament, to exprefs the fenfe of the public, in a matter 
that fo nearly touched the national intereft. When the addrefs was pre- 
fented, the king replied, “ All poffible care has been taken in carrying on 
the war ^ainft Spain, in the moft proper and effedual manner, and at the 
fame time, for proteding the trade of my fubjeds ; and you may be affured, 
that the fame care fhall be continued.” In confequence of this addrefs, 
however, the building of twenty gun flvips to ad againft the enemy’s pri- 
vateers, was haftened, and fix fhips of war, and ftorc fhips were fent to re- 
inforce admiral Haddock in the Mediterranean. 

But a ftill more dangerous mcafure was enforced by the oppofition, which Petition^ 
i fliall give in the words of the contemporary hiftorian fo often quoted. 

“ An embargo upon all fhipping, except coafters, had continued, by order 
of the lords of the admiralty, from the ift of February to the aSth of 
March, when a petition from the merchants and owners of fhips, and others 
concerned in manufadures and commerce, was fent to the houfe of com-' 
mons, complaining of the great Ivardfhips the continuance of the embargo 
brought upon trade i# general ; and containing fomc infinuations as if it 
had been continued through wantonnefs. The fad was, that the petitioners 
had been amongft the ioudeft in the outcry raifed againft government 
VoL. I. 4 M 
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fornot pmtedK^ their 'trade; and as that ctoniir increaty/ the neeeflity 
of employing more Teamen increafed likewife. The lords of the admiralty 
had employed every fair means in their power to procure feamen, lnit with- 
out fuccefs, till they were reduced to the difagreeable alternative of either 
impofing the embaigo, or permitting the fervice of the public to fuller. To 
•give all the eafe, however, in their power to trade, they foon took off the 
embargo on foreign Ihips, and acquainted the maftere of Britilh Ihips, 
that they were willing to take it off entirely, if every mailer, of merclvant, or 
owner of a Ihip, would, in proportion to their number of hands, contribute 
to the fupply of the navy. Though nothing could be more reafonable, and 
indeed, necctlary, than this condutf, yet it fvas reprefented, in the antimr- 
nifterial Ipeeches and writings, as an intolerable opi)relfion upon commerce, 
calculated with a view to make the city of London, and the trading part of 
the nation, weary of the war. The miniftry, however, did not think fit to 
comply with the prayer of the petition, whicli was, to be heard by counfel 
againli the embargo. Tliey very juftly thought, that to admit counfel on 
fuch a head, was dripping liis majelly and the government of one of their 
mod unquedlonable prerogatives ; and the motion was therefore rcjedled by 
a majority of 166 againd 95. This feafonable firmnefs of the government 
was attended with very good effeds; for the merchants, at lad, agreed to 
carry one third of their crew landl'men, and to fumifh one man in four to 
the king’s Ihips; upon which condition their Ihips had protedions granted 
tlrem, and about the 14th of April, the embargo was taken off from all mer- 
chants ftijps in the ports of Great Britain and Ireland outward bound 

Almod the only propofals of tlie minider which the minority did not 
refid, were thofe which related to fupplies. In this indance, they were as 
liberal in granting the public money, as if they had forgotten their own 
repeated alfertions, that the nation liad been fo much impoverifhed by Wal- 
pole, that it could not bear any farther burthens. The land tax was railed 
to four Ihillings in the pound ; twelve hundred thoufand pounds were taken 
irom the finking fund, and the whole amount of the fupplies came to 
jf. 4,059,722. 

Many excellent laws in favour of commerce and navigation were palTcd 
during this fefiiQn, and premiums were continued for ' the importation of 
mads, pitch, and tar; for encouraging the Greenland filhcry, by allowing an 
, additional bounty to all Ihips employed in the whale filhery during the war, 
and for proteiling the men from being impreffed. 


• Tindal, vol. 20. p. 456. 
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S I R R KKT W A L P O L E. 655 

Not long before the of fwiliament, the news of the cap- Ciiaptor 54. 

ture of Porto Bello, by Vernon, reached London ; and as the admiral was 
ftrongly fuppwled by oppofitioni and confidered as perfonally obnoxious captna of 
to the ininifter, fo favourable an opportunity of dillrefling him, was not I’orto Bdlo. 
omitted. During the public rejoicings, the houfe of lords fent an addrefs 
to the commons for their concurrence, in whicli they congratulated the 
king on the glorious fuccefs of his arms under the command of admiral 
Vernon, by taking Porto Bello with only fix (hips of war. When the ad- 
drefs was brought to the comnrons, the words, with fix (hips of war only, 
were omitted. “ But feveral of Vernon’s friends, who had heard him de- 
clare in the houfe, that ho could take Porto Bello witli that force, infilled 
upon the infertion of thofe words. They were opjxjled by the few of tiie 
miniftcrial party wIkj were in the houfe, who thought they conveyed 
a reproachful infinuation againft tlie memory of achniral Hofier, and 
could only ferve to revive the animofitits of the public} but the addition 
being infifted upon, it was carried by 36 againft 31, and being agreed to by 
the [)eers, was prefented accordingly.” It is juftly obferved by Tindal, “ A 
Roman conful, after reducing a province, never received greater marks of 
public applaufe from his country, than admiral Vernon did upon the demo- 
lition of Porto Bello- His name, not only'amongft the lower, but the moft 
diftinguilhed ranks, became proverbial for courage ; his exploit was exagge- 
rated beyond meafure } meanings were fuggefted that never were intended, 
and confequences were drawn that never followed. The oppofition, who 
counted upon Vernon as a creature of their own preferring, relblved to avail 
themtclves of his name, and Come of their heads entered into a correfpond- 
cnce witli him, which has been fince publilhed, and in whii h they rcprelent- 
ed the minifter and his fitends, as fccret enemies to his perlbn and fuccefs, 
and themfelves as the patrons of his glor)s and the furetics for his conduft 
to the public. A man of Vernon’s warm conftitution and refentful temper, , 
could not but be affeded with thole reprefentations which he thought came 
from his friends } and he conceived a deep difiike to every perfon employed, 
and .every meafure concerted for the public icrvice, becaulc he thought all 
came from the minifter or his friends.} and indeed, moft of the terrible mif- 
forlunes that afterwards attended the Britilh arms in America, were owing to 
his invincible prepolTeflions ' 

An expedition was prepared to intercept tlie Spanilh fleet, which was Espsdlrions 
ready to fail from Ferrol } the command was given to Sir Joim Norris, and • 

' the 


TIihIhI, voI. 2c. p. 456. 
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the duke of Cumberland ferved on board the Vidoiy as la volunteor, Tlie 
accident of two (hips running foul, and the prevalence df^ contrary winds, 
fruftrated the objeft of the armament, and they were obliged to remain- 
in Torbay, till intelligence was received that the Spanilh fleet had pro- 
ceeded- for America. A fmall fquadron, commanded by commodore An- 
fon, failed for the South Sea, and to aflift Vernop. But the greateft expec- 
tation was excited by a formidable fleet of feven and twenty fliips of the 
line, beJides frigates, fire Ihips, bomb ketches, and tenders, equipped for the 
attack of the northern coaft of New Spain, which failed under Sir Chaloner 
Ogle. In the Weft Indies they joined Vernon, whoaflumed the command,- 
and united to this formidable fleet, his own fuccefsful fquadron. The troops 
on board were commanded by lord Cathcart, but he unfortunately died at 
Dominica, and was fucceeded by general Wentworth, between whom and 
the admiral an implacable* animofity fubfifted. To this is aferibed the 
failure of the enterprize, though, undoubtedly, many natural caufes of fick- 
nefs, and bad weather, materially eo-bperated. The reftraint the com- 
manders felt in ading, from their uncertainty with refped to the intentions 
of the French, who had a ftrong fquadron in thofe feas under the marquis 
d’Antin, and who ufed every artifice and fineffe they thought themfelves 
fafe in difplaying, was alfo .t principal caufe of the'ill fuccefs. Vernon made 
an attempt on Carthagena, which with ail the force hepoflefled, and the ad- 
vantage of being reftrained by no Ipecific orders, was unfuccefsful and in- 
glorious. Tlie captures which were made at fea, far from having a good 
efied, created animofities between the foldiers and failors. Sicknefs raged, 
and a great mortality prevailed ; an unfuccefsful attempt on the ifland of 
Cuba, completed the chagrin, difappointment, and impatience of the men, 
and this powerful fleet, the operations of which had fixed the attention of 
all Europe, and made the friends of Spain defpair of her empire in the New 
World, returned to England without having performed any thing to com- 
penfate for the expence of its equipment *. 

Not to interrupt the thread of the narrative, I have thus brought down 
the account of tbefe expeditions, the failure of which drew fo much unme- 
rited cenfure on the atiminiftration of Walpole, to a period pofterior to the 
events immediately under confidcration. ' 

Soon after the prorogation of parliament, and the king’s departure for 
Hanover, the divifion in the cabinet increafed to fo high a degree, 
that at one time, die continuance of Walpole and Newca^e in office 
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kerned inc<Hnpatible j and it appears that Walpole, notwithftanding the ap- 
proach of a new parliament, i^d reTolved to obtain his difmillion, even in 
the king’s abfence. A ten^rary reconciliation was, however, efFefted, by 
the intervention of Horace Walpole, Pelham, and lord Hardwicke, and 
promifes were made on both fides to adt with renewed cordiality. But the 
promifes of ftatefmen ate fickle, and foon forgotten. Although a diflblution 
of the miniftry w'as prevented, yet the fame jealoufy Hill fublifted. The 
moft violent and indecorous altercations took place at the meeting of flu; 
lords of regency ; and after the return of the king, even in the antichamber . 
Walpole feems occafionally to have loft his ufual moderation and good tem- 
per, ami to have adopted the peevifti fretfulnefs of Newcaftle. 

*It was the objedt of Newcaftle to fend all the fliips which could be fpared 
to America, for the purpofe of enfuring fuccefs to the expedition in that 
quarter. Walpole thought that the affairs of Europe were too much facri- 
ficed to thofe of America, and was apprehenfive.left the coaft of Fmgland 
flioukl be left expofed. The Grafton, a fliip of 70 guns, being dtfa- 
blcd from going to the Weft Indies, it was propofecl in the council of re- 
gency, to fend the Salilbury, a 60 gun (hip, in her room. To this 
the rainifter objedted, and peevilhly exclaimed, “ What, may not one poor 
Ihip be left at home ? Muft every accident be rifqued for the Weft Indies, 
and no confideration paid to this country ?” Newcaftle having replied, that 
the number of Sir Chaloner Ogle’s fquadron ought not to be diminiflied, 
Walpole made a long fpeech, in the courft of which, he exclaimed with great 
heat, “ I oppofe nothing, I give into every thing, am laid to do every thing, 
am to anfw'er for every thing, and yet, God knows, I dare not do what 1 tliink 
right. I am of opinioi^or having more Ihips of Sir Chaloner Ogle’s fquadron 
behind ; but I dare not, I will not^ make any alteration f’ and when the arch- 
bilhop of Canterbury propofed that the mat ter Ibould be taken into confide- 
ration another day, he oppofed it, and faicl, “ Let them go, let them go 
But a feene of ftill more petulant altercation took place foon after the king’s 
return from Hanover. A difference of opinion had prevailed in the cabinet, ■ 
concerning the mode of applying to the courts of Vienna, Berlin, and PetcH- 
burgh, in which the fentiments of Walpole had been over-ruled, and he 
bitterly complained to the king, that the divifions of the cabinet obftruefted 
public bufinefs. In the next audience, the king remonftrated with the duke 
of Newcaftle and Harrington j and faid, “ As to the btjfinefs in parliament, 

I do not value the oppofition, if all my fervants aft together, and are united ; 
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but it they thwart one another, and create difficulties in traflftwfting public 
bufinds, then indeed it will be another cafe.*’ Coming out of the eloCet, 
the duke met Walpole, and mentioned the difagreeable expreffions which he 
bad jull heard, mbnuating, in reproachful language, that they had been 
adopted at his fuggeftion. Walpole denied the - imputation, though he 
acknowledged sthat he hgreed in the fentiment. Newcaftle faid, “ When 
nieafures are agreed amongft us, it is very right that every body lliould fup- 
port them, but not to have the liberty of giving one’s opinion before they 
are agreed, is very wrong.” Walpole indignantly replied, “ What do you 
mean ? The w’ar is your’s — ^You have had the conduiJt of it — I vvifh you 
joy of it.” The duke denied the fa€t; and they jiarted in mutual dil^ft *. 

The fituation of continental affairs was not fuch as to corapenfate for the 
mifearriages in America, or to affift in compofing the growing feuds in the 
cabinet. 

An apparent harmony and good underlianding had ’continued between 
the courts of Verfailles and St. James’s, during the progrefs of the negotia- 
tion w'hich terminated in the peace between the Emperor and the allies. 
Flcury and Walpole, both anxious to maintain tranquillity, courted each other 
with affeded expreffions of good will and amity ; and lord Waldegrave, the 
channel of their mutual intercourlc, ably feconded the views of tlie Britilh 
minifter. The difmiffion of Chauvelin, which had been chiefly occafioned 
or precipitate<l by the reprefentatibns of Waldegrave, did not render the 
French cabinet intrinfically more favourable to England. Amelot, who 
fuccceded him, was of a pliant difpofition, and wholly fubfervient to Flcury. 
The two nations were as oppofite in their political fentiments, as their fhorcs 
to each other j*. During the progrefs of the difputes with Spain, Flcury 
afieAed to aft a conciliating part, and tendered his good offices ; but when 
the rupture took place, the French, however inclined to alTift Spain, were 
not, from the decline of their naval force, in a condition to come forward 
with effeft and energy. Bpt when Flcury, deriving fond expeftations from 
the pacific fentiments of Walpole, attempted to intimidate England, by de- 
claring that any conquefts in Sjianifli America Ihoukl be the fignal of. im- 
mediate hoftilitics, and would inevitably„bring on a general war in Europe, 
the Britifh cabinet fpurned at thefe menaces, and continued the expedi- 
tions to the Weft Indies. Alarmed at this unexpefted firmnefs, Fleury anxi- 
oufly propofed the mediation of France, and even offered to fecure the pay< 
ment of the 95,000, which the king of Spain had refufed to liquidate. 


• The Huke of Newcaftle to lord Hardwicke, October *5, 1 740. 
t Littora Littoribus contraria. 
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But fuch was the temper of the Eaglid) nation, and fuch the rancour againft Chapter 54. 
Spain, that the minifter, however well inclined to an accommodation, could »739tpi74t. 
not venture to liften to any propolol of peace, and the mediation was de- 
dined. 

The French cabinet forefeeing, that if no compromife was effeded, hof- 
tilies were inevitable, concluded, in the mid ft of their amicable overtures to, 

England, a family compadl wjth Spain, laboured in every part of Europe 
to form alliances, anti to ifolate England from tlie continent. They in- 
fluenced, either in a dired or indirect manner, the wavering and pufillanimous 
counteis of the Dutch republic, who weakly confidered the Spani/h war as 
foreign to their interefts as a difpute between Nadir Shah and the Great 
Mogul. They governed Sweden, and direfted the Porte; fvvayed the Im- 
perial cabinet, and gave an impulfe to moft of the German princes. 

Walpole, aware of thefe intrigues and efforts, counteraded tliera by fimilar Counttref. 
exertions. Subfitliary treaties were made with Denmark, and with the king of 
Sweden, as Landgrave of Heffe Caflcl, by which. 6,000 Danes an,d 6,00^ ' 

Heffians were to be held in readinefs to be taken into Britilh pay. Trevor, who 
had fucceeded Horace Walpole at the Hague, ftrained every nerve to roufe- 
the Dutch from their fupinenefs and apathy. The Britifh minifter at St. Pe- 
terlburgh, acquired an afcendcncy in the Ruffian cabinet, and Robinfon fuc- 
ceeded in rouzing the Emperor to a fonfe of the dilgraceful fituation into 
which he had been plunged by the afcendancy of French counlcls, and 
in ftimulating his fears and jealoulies at tlie boundlefs ambition of the houfe 
of Bourbon. 

In the midft of thefe tranladlions, the death of Frederick William, king of Death of tlie 
Pruffia, opened a new feene of intrigue and exertion between the two rival king of 
courts, and Berlin became the center of negotiations which were to pacify * 

or convulfe Europe. Frederick William, who united the difeordant quali- 
ties of a pacific, and military fovereign, and who loved the image, while he 
<ireaded the reality of war, had continued, almoft during his whole reign, in a 
Hate of wife but calumniated inatftion. His fon and fucceffor, Frederick the 
Second, w'hom poets and hiftorians have ftyled iie Great, was a prince of 
afpiring ambition, and poffelTed of talents, ecjually calculated for negotiation 
or aftion. He liftened with affected complacency to the ref|^(ftivc over- 
tures of France and England, without declaring liis defigns, watching for a 
favourable opportunity to employ the well organifed army, which he inhe- 
rited from his father, to his own glory and intcreft. 

The time leemecl favourable to allay the jealoul'y which had fo long fub- 
fifted between the houfes of Brunlwick and Brandenburgh. Tliis had long 
2 been. 
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been a favourite meafure with Walpole, who had in vain endeax'oured to re- 
concile their jarring interefts. He now fuccceded in overcoming, the perti- 
nacity of the king, and in fixii^ the wavering refolutions of the cabinet. 
At his infliigation, a plan of a grand confederacy againft the houfe of Bour- 
bon, of which the king of Pruffia was to be the foul, was formed by Horace 
Walpole*, approved by the duke of Newcaftle,and fubmitted to the king. 

While tliis meafure was in agitation with a fair profpeft of fuceefs, the 
death of the Emperor, Charles the Sixth, ^nd of the Czarina, totally changed 
the fyftem of European politics, and derangecl the meafures of the Britifli 
cabinet. In virtue of the pragmatic fanftton, Maria Thercfa, eldeft daughter 
of the deceafed Emperor, inftantly-fucceeded to, the whole Auftrian inhe- 
ritance- She was acknowledged by all tlie powers of Europe, excepting the 
elector of Bavaria, who alone had refufed to guaranty the fucceffion of the 
female line, and conceived the moft fanguine hopes of being able to raife 
her hutband, Francis,’ great duke ofTufeany, to the Imperial throne, fo long 
poffclTed by her anceftors. But the calm and funlliine which uihered in the 
new reign, were loon overclouded. The king of Pruflia revived an anti- 
quated claim to part of SileGa, and afferted his pretenGons, by leading an 
army, in the depth of winter, into that duchy. He was favourably received 
liy the proteftants, who formed two thirds of the natives, fucceflively occupied 
BreGaw, tl>e capital, and fijveral other towns, without the fmalleft reGftance, 
tind defeated, at Molvitz, an Auftrian army;, compoled chiefly of veterans, 
under the command of marftl&l Neuperg. The Britifh cabinet, knowing 
the defencelefs ftate of the Auftrian dominions, folicited Nti^ria Thcrefa to 
purchafe the fricndlhip of Frederick, by acceding to his demaihds, and by fa- 
crificing a fmall part of her territories to fecure the remainder.. The queen 
of Hungary, however, peremptorily rejected all propofals of accommodation-, 
and appealed to Great Britain for the fuccours ftipulated by the treaty which 
guarantied the pragmatic fanftion. The fuccefsful irruption of Pruflia, 
brought forward numerous claimants to parts of the Auftrian fucceffion. 
The eledors of Bavaria and Saxony, the kings of Spain and Sardinia, all 
fecretly abetted ot openly aided by France, evinced a difpofition to. join 
Frederick in hoftilities againft the houfe.of Auftria. 


Walpole Papers. 
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Meeting of Parliament. — Addrefs. — Fiews of Oppofttion. ’^Motion for the Re- 
moval of Sir Robert Walpole. — Speech of Sandy a. —‘Conduct of the ‘forks. 
— Shippen withdraws. 

U NDER there critical circumftanccs, both at iiome and abroad, the 
lafl; feffion of this parliament alfembled. The king, in his fpeech from 
the throne, faid, “ I acquainted you, at the dole of the laft feffion of par- 
liament, that I was making preparations for carrj-ing on the juft dnd necef- 
fary war in which I am engaged, in the moft proper places, and in the moft 
vigorous and effedual manner. For this purpofe ftrong fquadrons were got 
ready, and ordered to fail upon important ferviccs, both in the Weft Indies 
and Europe, with as much expedition as the nature of thofe fervices and 
the manning of the lliips would ^mit. A very cohfiderable body of land 
forces was embarked, which is to be joined J^jr a great number of my fub- 
jeds raifed in America j and all things neceflar)' for tranfporting the troops 
from hence, and carrying on the defigned expedition, were a long time in 
readinefs, and waited only for an opportunity to purfue the intended 
voyage. , _ 

“ The feveral incidents which have happened in the mean time have 
had no effeft upon me, but to confirm me in my refolutions, and to de- 
termine me to add ftrength to my armaments, rather than divert or de- 
ter me from thofe juft and vigorous methods which I am purfuing, for 
maintaining the honour of my crown,- and the undoubted rights of my 
people, 

“ The court of Spain having already felt fomc effefts of our refentment, 
began to be fcnfible that they fliould be no longer able to defend them- 
felves againft the efforts of the Britifli nation. And if any other power, 
agreeably to fome late extraordinaiy' piuceedings, fliould * interpofe, and at- 
tempt to preferibe or limit the operations of the war againft my declared 
enemies, the honour and intereft of my crown and kingdoms muft call upon 
Vot. J. 4 N us 
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us to lofc no time in putting ourfelves into fuch a condition, as may en- 
able us to repel any infults, and to fruftrate any defigns formed a^inft us, 
in violation of the faith of treaties. And I hope any fuch unprecedent^ 
fteps, under what colour or pretence foever they may be taken, will infpire 
my allies with a tme fenfe of the common danger, and will unite us in the 
fupport and defence of the common caufe. 

The great and unhappy event of the death of the late Emperor, opens 
a new feene in the affairs of Europe, in which all the principal powers may 
be immediately or confequentially concerned. It is impoffible to determiire 
what turn the policy, intereft, or ambition, of the feveral courts, may lead 
them to take in this critical conjuncture. It fliall be my care ftriCtly to 
obferve and attend to their motions, and to adhere to the engagements I 
■ am under, in order to the maintaining of the balance of power, and the 
liberties of Europe, and in concert with fuch powers as are under the fame 
obligations, or equally concerned to preferve the public fafety and tranquil- 
lity, and to aCt fuch a part, as may beft contribute to avert the imminent 
dangers that may threaten them 

He then, in the ufual lai^uage, demanded the neceffary fupplies, re- 
commended them to prohibit the exportation of corn, which the great fcar- 
city rendered neceffary, and concluded by exhorting them to make ptbvi- 
fion for removing the difficulties which obftruCted the manning of the fleet. 
In the houfe of commons, when an addrcfs was moved, teftifying the grati- 
tude and affection of the houfe, and their refolution to fupport the king 
in the vigorous profecution of the tvarj the oppofition propofed to infert 
the words, “ to make a due examination into the application of the fupplies 
given the laft feffion of parliament.” But the infertion of thefe words, which 
were intended to intimate a diffidence of adminiftration, was negatived by 
aad J^ainft 159, and the original addrefs was carried -f-. 

The great feene. of political altercation during this feflion was the houfe 
of peers, where the duke of Argyle, in particular, made a moft confpicu- 
ovis figure on the fide of oppofition. The king was no fooner withdrawn, 
and the fpeech read by the lord chancellor, than the duke of Argyle fuddenly 
rofe, before any of the minifterial peers could make the cuftomary motion, 
and propofed an addl®fs, .to affurc the king that the houfe would fupport 
him with their lives and fortunes'in profecution of the juft and nece^ry 
war in which he wfis engaged. After ftating that the ancient mode of draw- 
ing up the addrcfs was fhort and general, reprobating the modern cuf- 

* Journab. Ibid. 
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t<Mn of echoing back the fpeech from the throne, paragraph by paragraph, 
and cxprcffing approbation of every meafure referred to in the fpeech ; he 
with great animation, and with no left acrimony, arraigned the mode of con- 
ducing the war, in which he declared that no one right ftep had been taken 
cither in the commenceriTient or profecution. He particularly blamed the 
mifcarriage of the expedition ^ainft Ferrol, and even infinuated that fecret 
orders had been given by minifters againft making any attempt on the coafl; 
of Spain, and tliat the failing of the grand fleet, which had been delayed, 
was the efFeC of the king’s prefence. He mentioned the culpable negleC, 
and more 'than negleC, in not fending fupplies to admiral Vernon. He 
levcrely reprobated the fpeech, which he confidered as the fpeech of the 
minifter, for not naming the power who might attempt to limit or preferibe 
the operations of the war. He concluded by propofing to revive the an- 
cient method of addrefling, limply to “ congratulate his majefty on his fafe 
return to his regal dominions : To aflure his majefty that they would ftand 
by him with their lives and fortunes, in the profecution of the war; and 
as a further proof of their duty and affeCion to his majefty’s facred per- 
fon, royal family, and government, to declare that they would exert them- 
felves in their high capacity of hereditary great council of the crown, (to 
wltich all other councils were fubordinate and accountable) in fuch manner 
as might bell tend to promote the true intereft of his majefty and the coun- 
try in the prefent jundlure.” Lord Bathurft leconded the motion. 

This addrefs was oppofed by lord Haverfbam, who moved another. Tiie 
previous queftion being called for by the duke of Newcaftlc, tlie duke of 
Argj’le’s motion was negatived by 66 againft 38 ; and an addrefs, according 
to the ordinary form, propofed by lord Haverlham, palled on the motion 
without a divilion; but a violent proteft was figncd by two and twenty 
peers *. 

The great aim of oppolition in this memorable fefllon was to increalc tlic 
unpopularity of the minifter by prelTing his milconduft in the profecution 
of the war, by imputing all the railcarriages and ill fuccefs to him, to har- 
rafs.him with repeated motions and. queftions relative to the produiliqn of 
papers and letters, and to the profecution of the war, which might tend either 
to criminate him if granted, and if denied, to throw an odium on his myfte- 
rioufnefs and uncandid referve. In the houfc of lortls, in particular, various 
letters and copies of inftruiiftions wCre' moved for, and yefufed only by Irnail 
majorities ; others were carried which ought to have been deified, owing to 
tlie feeble refiftance of fame members of the cabinet. 

* Lords’ Debates, vol. 7. p. 4,18. 
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At this period tEe oppofition were difunitcd amongft themfelves, and could 
not be brought to form a confiftent party, moving regularly towards one great 
objeft, but thinking themfelves fecure of fuccefs, began already to quarrel 
about the fpoils. The Tories jealous of the Whigs, complained, that though 
far inferior in number,^ they_ afliimed a confequencc and fupcriority to which 
they were not entitled. They fufpefted that feveral of them had already 
begun to tamper with the party in the cabinet which was known to be ad- 
verfe to the minifter. The death of Sir William Wyndham diflblvcd the 
ties which had kept the Tories in union with the Whigs, and enfeebled both 
parties by a want of mutual confidence. From thefe caufes the debates 
in the houfe of commons were not conduced with their ufual energy. But 
as the peers in oppofition w'ere more clofely united, and lefs diftra^lcd with 
jealoufies, their efforts were more vigorous and concentrated, and their mo- 
tions led to the perfonal attack on the minifter, which diftinguilhed this 
memorable feflion. To prepare the public mind, they entered into long and 
frequent protefts, which during the interruption given to the publication of 
debates, conveyed their fentiments unanfwered to the world. 

Their motions and publications formed a prelude to the grand attack. 
On the nth of February, Sandys, who is juftly called by Smollet “the 
motion-maker,” left his feat, and crofting the floor to the minifter, faid, 
that he thought it an aft of common attention to inform him, that he 
fhould on Friday next, bring an accufation of feveral articles againft him. 
Walpole thanked him for the information. Soon afterwards Sandys ftood in his 
place, and acquainted the houfe, that he intended on the enfuing Friday to 
open a matter of great importance, which perfonally concerned the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, and therefore hoped that he would on that day be 
prefent. 

The minifter immediately rofc, and received the intimation with great 
compofure and dignity, thanked him for his notice, and after requefting a 
candid and impartial hearing, declared, that he would not fail to attend 
the houfe, as he was not confeiouS of any crime to deferve accufation. He 
laid his hand on his breaft and faid, with fomc emotion, 

“ Nil confeire fibi, nulli pallefcere culpae.” 

* ■ 

Pulteney obferved, that fhe right honourable gentleman’s logic and Latin 
were equally inacedrate, and declared that he had mifquoted Horace, who 
had written m//d pallefcere culpd. The minifter defended his- quotation, and 
Pulteney repeating his aflTertion, he offered a wager of a guinea 7 Pulteney ac- 
cepted 
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cepted the challenge, and referred the dccifion of the difpute to the mini- Chaiwer 55. 
fter’s friend Nicholas Hardinge, clerk of the houfe, a man diftinguiflied for J740‘o *74«- 
claffical erudition. Hardinge decided againft Walpole, the guinea was im- 
mediately thrown to Pultency, who caught it, and holding it up to the 
houfe, exclaimed, “ It is the only money which I have received from the 
treafury for many years, and it lhall be the laft*.” 

The public expectations were raifed to the utmoft pitch, the pallages to 
the gallery were crowded at a very early hour, the concourfc was prodigious. 

Several of the commons fecured their feats at fix in the morning, and no lefs 
than 450 members attended on this Important occafion. The debate was I'cb. 13. 
opened at one o’clock. 

Sandys -f began by obferving, that among the many advantages arifing from Speed) oi 
our happy conftitution, there was one reciprocal to the king and people : 

The Ic^al and regular method by which the j>eople might lay their grievances, 
complaints, and opinions, before their fovereign, not only with regard to the 
meafures which he purfues, but alfo with regard to the pcrlbns whom he 
employs. 

“ In abfolute monarchies,” he faid, “ the people may fuffer, but can- 
not publicly complain ; and this want of communication is productive 
of the moft dreadful calamities both to the prince and people. For as the 
monarch has no means of becoming acquainted with the public opinion, 
he often continues to purfue the fame meafures, and to employ the fame 
men, until the clifeontents become' univerlalj a general infurreCtion takes 
place, and lx»th he and his minifters are involved in one common ruin. In 
this kingdom fuch a misfortune can never happen, as long as parliaments af- 
femble regularly and freely. For if difeontents arife, when any of the mea- 
fures purfued by the king’s fervants are injurious, and his minifters unpopu- 
lar, it is the duty of this houfe to give proper information and advice, 
and if we negleCt to do fo we betray not only our duty to our country and 
conftitution, but our duty to our fovereign. This being my opinion, and 
the opinion of every perfon who entertains true notions of our conftitution, 

I can' no longer defer ntaking the motion of which I formerly gave notice. 

“ There is not a member of this houie who is not fenfible that both our 


* Anecdote communicated by George Har- 
dinge, efq; fon of Nicholas Hardinge.— Ac-, 
count by Sir Robert Walpole.— Etough’s 
Papers.— Correfpondence.—Tiudal, vol. ajj, 
p. 486.— Chandler, 1740-1, p. 63. This 
guinea wa$ carefully preferved by Mr. Pul- 


teney, and is now in the poiTeffion of Sir 
William Pulteney, bait. 

4 The fiibftance of this fpeech is taken 
from an abftraft made by Mr. Fox.— Corre- 
fpondence.— Fioni parliamentary Memoran- 
dums by Sir Robert Walpole.— Orford Papers. 
— Cltandler. 
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foreign and domcflic affairs, for feverai years paft, have been uhlatisfiiftory lo 
the majority of the nation. The people have fuffered from paft meAfures ; 
they complain of prefent meafuresj they expert no redrefs, no alteration or 
amendment but from the interference of this houfe. Thele are the fenti- 
ments of the people j which ought to be reprefented to the king, in the pro~ 
per method eftabliflied by the conftitution. 

**■ I have long expedied, that fuch a motion as I am now to make would 
liavc been brought forward by fome other gentleman more capable than my- 
felf to enforce what I (hall propofe j but as no one has hitherto attempted it, 
and as this is the lafl: feflion of this parliament, I am unwilling it fliould ex- 
pire without anfweringthe people’s expeftatipns, which, in this refpe6l, arc 
lb juft, fo well founded, and lb agreeable to the conftitution. I therefore 
hope I fliall be excufed for attempting what I think my duty as a member 
of this houfe, and as a friend to the prefent’happy eftablilhment.” 

He then lamented tlie milerable condition of the nation ; eng^d in a 
war with one potentate^ and likely to be involved in another, without one 
ally abroad, and under the preflure of an immenfe debt at home. He 
faid that he would inquire by what means we were reduced to this fituation, 
and would then make his intended motion. 

In making this inquiry into the caufes of our unfortunate condition, he 
ftiould firft begin by confidering foreign affairs, then advert to domcftic af- 
fairs, and laftly enter ihto the condud of the war. 

In regard to foreign affairs, we bad dqaarted from the principles of the 
grand alliance which tended to deprel's our inveterate enemy the houfe of 
Bourbon, and had abandoned and loft our old and natural ally the houfe of 
Auftria. 

Although it had been frequently afferted, that all the misfortunes of our 
foreign negotiations were principally owing to the peace of Utrecht ; yet he 
was of another opinion. The evils of the treaty of Utrecht had been re- 
paired by the quadniple alliance, and ftill more by the glorious vidory which 
admiral Byng had gained over the Spanifli fleet, off the coaft of Sicily j a 
vidory, however, which ferved no other purpofc than to give rife to theican- 
dalous treaty of peace in 1721, a treaty highly dilhonourable to the nation, 
becaufe it agreed to reftore the fliips we had taken in an open and juft 
war, and began with a ne^jation, if not an engagement, to give up Gib- 
raltar and Minorca, without IKpulating any conditions for the advantage of 
this country, or obtaining an'ricxplanation of thofe treaties, which even then 
began to be mifreprisfented dh the part of Spain, In one word, this treaty 
re-eftablifliecl the preponderance of the houfe of Bourbon. 
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But Ije coaid declare, from the higlieft authority, that we had even lince 
that tioie been, with refjje< 9 t to foreign powers, in a moft defirable lituation. 
The high authority to which he alluded was the fpeech from the throne, in 
November 1724, which reprefented peace with all powers abroad ; at home 
perfed tranquillity, plenty, and an uninterrupted enjoyment of all civil and 
religious rights j exprellions which charmed every Englilh ear. But that iini- 
verfal happinefs did not long continue. For foon after this period we entered 
into “ that dofe friendfhip and correfpondence with the court of France, 
which, to the infinite diladvantage of this nation, has continued ever fince, 
and which has now, at laft, brought the balance of power into the utmofl 
danger, if not to inevitable ruin.” We declined availing ourfelves of the 
fortunate breach which had taken place between the two branches of the 
houfe of Bourbon, we declined taking advantage of the refentinent enter- 
tained by Philip againft France, for the return of the Spanilh infanta, we 
declined the offer of the king of Spain to .fubniit.to the foie mediation of 
England to fettle the difputes between him and the Emperor. ' 

“ But the moft pernicious of all the pernicious meafures was tlie treaty of 
Hanover. When the alliance between Spain and the Emperor was concluded, 
we, who by a very little dexterity, might then have dqpted France, who has 
duped us fo often, inftead of doing lb, by the treaty of Hanover, flung our- 
fclves into her arms, and England’s affairs feem, ever lince, to have been ma- 
naged by a French intereft. Fleets had been fent, one to the Baltic, another 
to the Weft Indies, to infult, and only to infult, the Czar and the king of 
Spain ; the three pretended articles of tl>e Vienna treaty, which produced that 
of Hanover, were the eftablifhment of the Oftend company, ^he taking of 
Gibraltar, and the placing of the Pretender on the throne. But when Gib- 
raltar was befieged, what affiftance did we receive from France ?” He was. 
inclined to believe that no help was fo much as demanded of the French, bc- 
caufe we knew none would be gfanted : The reparation of Dunkirk was a 
memorable inftance of French lincerity. 

He then adverted to the preliminaries of the peace of 1727, and the a<ft 
of tlie Pardo. He ftated, that on the firft complaints from the merchants,, 
of Spanilh depredations, the parliament thought fit to recommend pacific 
meafures only. He then cenfured the treaty of Seville, by which Spanilh 
troops were to be introduced into Italy. Don Carlos went thither, but we 
gained nothing; commilfioners only were appointed, and when the parlia- 
ment, in 1732, addrelled to know what progrefs they had made, his ma- 
jefty’s anfwer was, that they were to meet in four months ; but by the de- 
lays of Spain, the conferences were not opened till 1734, a ftrong proof of 
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Spanilh ^•>erfidy ; yet we liad introduced the Spanifli trodps, according to our 
treaty with the Emperor and States General in 1731. We then guarantial 
the pragmatic fandtion, and engaged to fupport the Emperor in all his domi- 
nions, but faw him lofe Sicily and Naples, fuffered France to gain Eoraine, 
and the power of the houfe of Auftria, which had been ridiculoufly mag- 
nified in order to vindicate the Hanoverian treaty, pulled down and brought 
to its prefent low and miferable fituation. 

“ That great man, admiral Vernon, faw this error, and gave frequent admo- 
nitions againfl the perfidy of France, in this very houfe, for which reafon it 
was contrived, that he fliould be excluded from the next parliament, and he 
was Hkewile denied his rank. Then came fhe fecond complaint of depreda- 
tions, vvl\cn, by the management of one perfon, parliament was prevailed upon 
to be again pacific.” 

He then expatiated Cn the convention : He repeated moft of the objec- 
tion.s made to that treaty, which he called one of thofe expedients on which 
the minifter feemed to live from year to year, and when this treaty was 
ihamcfully broken by Spain, war was not declared, but an order iflued at 
firi^ for re})rifals only. Negotiations, as he believed, ftill went on, but foon 
aftep followed the prefent war. 

He tlien adverted to domeftic affairs ; after ftating the national debt 
in 1716, he alledged that the debts of the army had been fwelled from 

400,000 to above two millions, and debentures iflued for that fum, of 
ivliich part had been difeharged from the produce of the finking fund, by 
which One perfon had gained confiderable advantage. 

I'o make and unmake, he urged, the famous bank contraft, to fecure from 
condign punifliment thofe, who by their wicked and avaricious execu- 
tion of the trufl repofed in them by the Soutli Sea fcheme, had ruined 
many thoufands ; to commute public juftice, and fubjed: the Icfs guilty to 
a punifliment too fevere, in order that the mofl: heinous offenders might 
efcape that which they deferred ; and to give up to the South Sea com-, 
pany the fum of feven millions fterling, which they had obliged themfelves 
to pay to the public, a great part of which fum was given to old ftock 
holders, and confequently to thofe who had never fuffered by the fcheme ; 
were the fteps by which diflioneft; power was obtained. All the evils and 
none of the advantages of the French Miflillipi fcheme were adopted : Our 
South Sea fcheme had done us harm, while their’s had liquidated their 
debts. 

He then enumerated the debts and the produce of the finking fund in 
lyzy, and aflerted, that the national debt was not diminiflied, although the 

finking 
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finking fund had fince that period produced no kfs than fiUccn millions, all 
which had been fpeiit in Spithead cx^xiditions, and Hyde Park reviews. 

He next enumerated many inftances of unconllilutional conducl. A 
kirger (landing army maintaineil than was ncceflary' or conlliU-nt with (he 
conflitution ; augmented without caufe. Squadrons fitted out at an enor- 
mous expcncc, to the great annoyance of trade, without being employed 
againfl enemies, or for the afllflance of allies. All methods to lecure i’k* 
conllitution againft that mod dangerous enemy, corruption, rejefted or ren- 
dered ineffedlual ; many penal laws paflTed of an arbitrary tciulciKy ; public 
expenditure increafed by the addition of new and ulelels offices ; all in- 
quiries into the management of public money perverted or defeated ; votes 
of credit frequent j expenccs of the civil lilt increafed ; the abolition of 
burthenfome and pernicious taxes, and the difeharge of the debt prevented, 
from a principle that the collediion of taxes rendered a great number of place- 
men and officers neceffary, whole votes gave weight to undue influence in elec- 
tions and in parliament ; the redinflion of intereft oppofed, not by the influence 
of argument, but by another fort of influence ; officers difmiflcd for voting 
againft the excife feheme, one of the weakeft or mod violent projecls ever fet 
on foot or countenanced by any miniftcr. Thefe, he obferved, were the 
charadleriftic features of a corrupt and profligate adminiftration. 

He then entered on the conduift of the war. Vernon, who after having 
been excluded from his (cat in parliament, and dc]>rived of his rank, for op- 
pofing adminiftration, had retired to the country, was the only perlbn fit or 
willing to condudl the expedition to America ; and yet even with thele 
claims, he was not reftored to his rank ; though it was to be hoped that his 
meritorious Icrviccs would extort that mark of confidence. Vernon received 
on his departure the faireft promifes of being fupported and fupplied. How 
W'ere thefe promiles fulfilled ? He failed ftom Plymouth on the 3d of Auguil 
1 739, only with letters of repriial, v/arnot being declared till Oiftober, by which 
means his exertions were fettered and reftrained. He (ailed with a fleet badly 
equipped, and badly lupplied. In September, Ibine bomb vefl’els were font to 
him,- which did not arrive at Jamaica till the 15th of January. No provilions 
or (lores were forwarded, and Ibfcantily was he vitlualled, that on^the 18th of 
March, he w'rote to government, earneftly preffing for more fupplies. He 
(aid, that his letters on the table fufficiently prove thefe fads; they difplayed 
his opinion of the great things which he might have rftei‘fcd,ha<l the number 
of land forces, w'hich he earneftly and repeatetlly called lor, been granted, forces 
which remained at home for no other ufe but to o|)prels tlse jieople; forces 
which (laould not have been railed, or (houkl have been feiit out to vmtlicatc 
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Period Vir. the honotir of their country againft their opprelTors in Americav where alone 
17^7101742. o.flrenfive meafures could be carried on with effedl. Admiral Haddock, he 
urged, was equally negleded j bitter complaints of want of fupplies came no- 
leis from his fquadron, and he was forced to adt upon the clefenfive, To 
that want, he folely attributed the efcape of the Cadiz and Ferrol fquadrons. 
He commended, in high terms, the care and diligence of admiral Haddock, 
in furniHiing convoys, and protedling the trade of the Mediterranean, and ani- 
madverted with equal acrimony on the culpable neglcdt of convoys at Ivorae*. 
and the numerous cruifers of the enemy, which infclted the Channel, and 
ruined our commerce. 

Things being thus, he fhould now name the author of all thefe public ca- 
lamities. After what he had faid, he believed no one could miftake the per- 
Ibn to wliom he alluded : every one muft be convinced that he meant the 
right honourable gentleman who fat oppofitc to him, and the whole houfc 
might fee that the right honourable gentleman took . it to himfelf j that 
againft him there was as general a difeontent as had ever arifen againft any 
miniftcr. Although this dilcontent had lafted fo long, yet the right honourable 
gentleman ftill continued in his poft, in oppofition to the fenfe of the 
country j this was no fign of the freedom of government, becaufe a free 
people neither will nor can be governed by a minifter whom they hate or 
defpife. 

He had well confidered the difficulty o( perfonal attacks, yet he fhould 
obey the voice of the people, and aft like an honeft man,, and like an Eng- 
liflinian, in making his motion. He himfelf, merely a private man, proteft- 
cd only by his innocence, would fcarlefsly enter the lifts againft one who 
ufur})ed a regal power, who had arrogated to himfelt a place of French ex- 
traftion, that of foie minifter ; contrary to the nature and principles of the 
Imgllfh conftitution. He was well aware, that a cpmmon exeufe would be 
urged in his defence, that parliament had given a fanftion to many of the 
afts which he had enumerated. But the right honourable gentleman could 
not uige this exculpation, without fubjefting himfelf to the charge of grofs 
inconfiftency. He himfelf had accufed the earl of Oxford of departing from 
the principles of the grand alliance, and of having facrificed the country to 
France, altlibugh all his meafures iiad been fanftioned by parliament. He 
obferved likewife, that parliaments were not infallible, but rcfcmbled other 
cou’^ts ofjufticc. They judge from information, and if convinced that they 
had been mifled by falfe information, flaould equally acknowledge their error, 
and alter their opinions. 

“ If it fliould be a/ked,” he fitid, “ Why I impute all thefe evils to one 
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perfon, I rejily, bccaufe that one perfon grafpcd in' his own hands every brandi Chapter 5 
of government; that one perfon has attained the foie diredlion of affairs, mo- 
Jiopolifeti all the favours of the crown, compafled the difjiofal of all places, 
penfions, titles, ribbands, as well as all preferments, civil, military, and eccle- 
iiaftical ; that one perfon made a blind fubmifllon to his will, both in eleftions 
and parliament, the only terms of prefent favour, and future expeftation, 
and continuance in office ; and declared, in this very home, that he mull be 
a pitiful miniller who did not dilplacc an officer that oppofed his mcafures 
in parliament. 

“ But even let us fuppofe no overfight, error, or crime in his public con- 
dud, and that the people w'ere fatisfied with his adminillration, the very 
length of it is in itfclf a fufficient caufc for removing him. In a free go- 
vernment too long pofleffion of power is highly tlangerous. Moll common- 
wealths have been overturned by this very overfight ; and in this country, wc 
know how difficult it has often proved for parliament to draw an old favou- 
rite from behind the throne, even when he has been guilty of the moll hei- 
nous crimes. I willi this may not be our cafe at prefent ; for though I will 
not fay, nor have I at prefent any occafion for flrewing, that the favourite I 
am now complaining of has been guilty of any crimes, the proof may then be 
come at, and the witnefles againft him will not be afraid to apjx^ar. Till 
you do this, it is impoffiblc to determine, whether he is guilty or innocent; 
and confidering the univerfal clamour againll him, it is high time to reduc* 
him to fuch a condition, that he may be brought to a fair, an impartial, 
and a ftrid account. As I am only to propol'e in addrels to remove !)im 
from the king’s counfels, 1 have no occafion to accufe him of any fjrecific 
crime. The difiatisfadion of the people, and their fufpicion of his condud, 
are a fufficient foundation for fuch an addrefs, and a fufficient caufe for ins 
removal. For no foveroign of thefe kingdoms ought to employ any mini- 
fler who is difagrceable to the people, and when any miniller is become un - 
popular, it is our duty to inform the king, that he may give general lati-<- 
fadion by his removal. I Ibleiunly declare, that I have, nf) refentment 
againft the right honourable gentleman ; I have, on tire coijtrary, rcccivtil per- 
fonal civilities from him, and have no private motives t(j wifli him ill. But 
as I think it neceflary, for the welfare of my country, that he ffiould no 
longer continue in his majefty’s counfels, who has bewikk-rctl himfelf in tre i • 
ties, who has forfeited his word with every court in Europe, and againii 
W'hom the voice of the world, is in unll’on with that of his country, 1 llieie- 
fore move, That an humble addrefs be prcl'ented to his majellj', (hat !ic M.)tio?i. 

4 O 2 would 
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would be gracioufly plcafed to remove the right honourable Sir Robert Wal- 
]3olc, knight of the moft noble order of the garter, firft comiuiflioncry 
chancellor, and under treafurer of the exchequer, and one of his majefty’f) 
mofl honourable privy council, from his majelly’s prefence and counfcls for 
ever.” 

The motion was feconded by lord Limerick, who obferved, that the na- 
tion was reduced to fo low a ftate by the mifeonduft of the minifler, that ncy 
refourcc was left, excepting the increafe of the land tax, and the anticipation 
of the funds. That the reins of government w^cre conduded by a foie mini ■ 
fler, who lived by expedients, who had removed the bed; and ablcft men in 
the army, for no otlier demerit than for their parliamentary oppofilion to 
his meal'ures. 

’Wortley Montague then propofed, in conformity to the order of the houfei 
whicli requires that every member,, againft whom an accufation is brought,- 
fliould retire while his condud is examined, that Sir Robert Walpole Ihould- 
be ordered to withdraw. He was feconded by Gybbon,, who attempted to 
vindicate this unjuft propofal, by feveral inapplicable precedents. 

The motion was warmly oppofed by Bromky and Howe j and as the houfe 
appeared to favour that fide of the queftion, Gybbon, after urging, that if 
the motion for the removal ihould be carried, neither the life, liberty, or 
eftate of the minifter would be affeded by the dccifion, propofed that he 
fliould be firft heard in his own tlefence, and then withdraw. This propofal 
was ftrenuoufly fupported, and no Icfs ftrenuoufly reliilcd ; it was called an 
unprecedented mode of proceeding, to charge a member in general terms, 
by fpeeches only, without ftating particular fads as crimes, or bringing any 
evidence to prove them, or him to be the author of them; and then to ex.- 
ped that he fliould retire, and other members be permitted to load him with 
general accufations, while he was not prefent to hear and make his defence. 
The houfe appearing convinced of the abfurdity and injufticc of this propo- 
fol, it was withdrawn, and refolved that the minifter fliould hear all the 
charges brought againft him, and fliould be the laft to reply. 

A long and violent debate then took place. on the main queftion. • The 
principal fpcakers in favour of the motion were Pultcney, Bootle, Fazakerly, 
Pitt, and Lyttleton. 

The fubftance of their arguments w'as fimilar to thofe which had been 
advanced by Sandys; no dired acculation was made, nO fpecific charge 
urged, no particular crime* alledged, but a fpecies of accumulative guilt, 
drawn from a long feries of fuppofed mil'condud, and founded on, what they 
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call'; li., moral certainty, prefumptive evidence, probable proof, common fame, Chapter 55. 
and r.i-loriety of fafts. J74otoi74i. 

I'licy juftified their proceedings by making a diftinction between im- 
peachments, or bills of pains and penalties, which affecl the lives, liberty, or 
cllates of the perfons accufed, and an addrefs to remove a minifter only, 
witliout attempting to inflidl any legiflative or judicial puhilhment. In the 
firft cafe, they obierved, legal evidence is neceflary, and muft be applied to 
the fevcral heads of the accufation, but in the other flrong prefumptions, 
fouiided upon public fame and notoriety, have been always held fufficient. 

Pitt obferved, in his emphatic language, “ That during the adminiftration Pin* 
that was the object of cenfure, at home debts were increaled and taxes mul- 
tiplied, and the finking fund alienated j abroad the fyflem of Europe was to- 
tally fubverted, and at this awful moment, when the greateft feene was 
opening to Europe that has ever before occurred, he who had lofl the con- 
fidence of all mankind, llaould not be permitted J^o continue at the head of 
the king’s government *. 

Pultency enforced the general tenour of the argument advanced by Sandys, Pulteney.'^ 
with increafed animation, wit, and eloquence. He particularly dwelt on his 
favourite topic, that the fyflem adopted and invariably purfued by the mi- 
niflcr, tended to exalt the houfe of Bourbon, and deprefs that of Au- 
llria;and maintained his pofition by an analyfis of foreign tranfadions and 
treaties, that preceded and followed the treaty of Planover, which he confi- 
dered as the fource of all fubfequent degradations, and the caufe of national 
dilgrace. 

References were not only made to thofe minifters who had been im- 
peached or cenfured by the houfe of commons, to Suffolk, Clarendon, and 
Lauderdale, blit Walpole was compared to the mofl worthlefs favourites that 
liad ever engrofled the ear of former fovereigns. Allufions were even made 
to the minions of Edwai'd the Second, Pierce Gavefton -f, and Hugh Le 

• Heads of Pitt’s fpeech, in Sir Robert Wal* and the executioner with the axe. Jiehind him 
pole’s Parliamentary Memorandums. is a grenadier with a bag of money in his hand, 

f About this time was publifbed, ‘‘ The on which is written pay \ a hand in the clouds 
Life and Death of Pierce Gavefton, Earl of holds a fword over his head. Underneath is 
Cornwal, grand Favourite and Prime Minifter a vignette, with a baboon in chains on one 
to that unmrtunate Prince, Edward the becond, fide, and on the otlier a hydra pierced with 
King of Engtand, with Political Remarks, by darts, inclofing this infeription ; 

Way of Caution to all crowned Heads, and * 

Evil Minifters.” It was accompanied with a ** Tho’ evil minifters awhile, 
caricature print, reprefenting the figure of Sir May bafk tliemfelves in fortune’s fiuile ; 

Robert Walpole, holding in his hands a label, They for their crimes muft foon or late, 

iuferibed Corruption. Before him is the block, ‘‘ Like Gavefton, fubmit to fate.” 

Defpenfer, 
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Delpcnfer, and he was accufed of refembling them in the giddinels of their 
power, and thcvexorbitance of their grants. 

The motion was oppofed, with great animation and ability, by the friends 
of the minifter. Pelham and Stephen Fox principally diftinguilhed them- 
lelves in this debate ; after vindicating the meafures, both foreign and do- 
meftic, which had been fo much arraigned, they refted the cluef part of the 
defence on the inii^ropriety of the motion. They expofed the violence and 
injufticp of propofing to have a member of the houfe, and a perfon in liis 
high flation, punithed by the lofs of charadter and reputation, upon general 
allegations, which were not proved to be crimes, and which had received, in 
former examinations and debates., the approbation or confent of the parlia- 
ment, and in making Sir Robert Walpole an advifer of the things alledged, 
as prime or foie minillcr, without any other evidence than that of common 
fame *. 

The aflertion of Sir Ch&rles Wager made a great impreffion on the houie. 
With a view to combat the arguments that Walpole was foie minifter, the 
veteran feaman, who had been at the head of the admiralty nine years, laid. 

That, to his knowledge. Sir Robert Walpole was as forward and zealous 
to promote the war as any of his majefty’s council, and that nothing was a 
moment wanted in 1iis jirovince, that of ilfuing money : That he had never 
interfered in recommending any one perfon to the admiralty board ; and 
that if Ire had o'er done fo, he (Sir Charles) would have thrown up all his 
cmplojiucnts.’* 

The minifter was not only defended by his' friends, and thofe who 
ufually fupported the meafures of government, but the motion was oppofed 
by. fcvcral Tories, as tending to introduce an inquifitorial fyftem. 

Ivord Cornbury, in particular, obferved, “ The advocates for the motion, 
endeavour to advAnce a charge of accumulative guilt, to aggravate one crime 
by the fuperaddition of another, and rather to intend a popular cenfure than 
a legal condemnation. 

“ I fuppofe no man will fufpeeft that an unjuft partiality in favour of the 
gcntlenran, whole condudl is now the fubjedt of examination, influences me 
to cenfure this mode of proceeding, lince no man can want reafons again!!: it 
of the greateft w'cight. Reafons which deferve the clofeft attention from 
every man of prucjpnce and virtue, every man who regards bis own fafety, or 
the happinefs of future generations. No man, whole judgment is not over- 
borne by his refentment, and whole ardour for vengeance has not extinguilh- 
pd everj other motive of adion, can refolve to give the fandion of his voice 

* Account of the debate bv Sir Robert Walpole. Correfpondeace. 

to 
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to a method of profecution, by which the good and bad are equally endan- 
gered ; and which will make the adminiftration of public aftairs deftruc- 
tive to the pureft integrity, and the higheft wifdom. 

“ That fucli mull be the confei^uence of charges like this, will appear no 
longer a paradoxical aflertion, if it be remembered, that humanity is a Hate 
of imperfeftion, that the ftridleft virtue (bmetimes declines from the right, 
and that the 'moft confummate policy is by falfc appearances, or accidental 
inattention, betrayed into error. For how foon muft that man be dertroyed, 
whofc high ftation expoles him to the continual obfervation of envy and 
malevolence, whole minuteft errors are carefully remarked, and whofe cafual 
failings are treafured up as a fund of accufations. How foon, if trivial tranf- 
greffions lhall be accumulated into capital crimes, may the bell man com- 
plete the fum of his offences, and be doomed to ignominy, to exile, or to 
death ? 

“ In criminal proceedings, particular regard has been had to precedents, 
and furely the effe<Hs of a former accufatioh of this kind, give us no encou- 
ragement to the repetition of it. From a charge of accumulative treafon, 
the faftion of the laft age proceeded to the ufurpation of boundlefs autho- 
rity, the fubverfion of our conftitution, and the murder of the king. 

“ I fliall therefore continue to fuppofe every man innocent till he appears 
from legal evidence to be guilty ; and to rejedl any charge of accumulative 
guilt, upon the fame principles of regard to liberty, to virtue, to truth, and 
to our conftitution, by which I have hitherto regulated my condud; ; and for 
tlie fame reafons for which I have contlemned the meafurcs of the adminillra- 
tion, I fliall now oppofe the prefent motion 

Edward Harley, member for Hereford flri re, brother to the lord treafurer, 
and in a Ihort time afterwards carl of Oxford himfclf, evinced, on this occafion, 
a fpirit of moderation, not ufual with perfons engaged in party difputes. He 
was one of the heads of the Tory intercll, and his family had always di- 
ftinguillred itfclf in oppofition to Sir Robert Walpole. He faid, “ Sir, I do 
not Hand up at this time of night, either to accule or flatter any man. 
Since I have had the honour to fit in parliament, I have oppofed the mea- 
fures' of adminiftration becaufe I thought them wrong ; and as long as they 
are, I lhall continue to give as conftant an oppofition to them. The ftatc of 
the nation, by the condud of our minifters, is deplorable ; a war is deftroy- 
jng us abroad, and poverty and corruption are devouringais at home. But 
whatever I may think of men, God forbid, that my private opinion Ihould be 
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the only rule of my judgment ! I fliould defire to have an exterior convic- 
tion from fafts and evidences, and without this, I am fo far from con- 
demning, that I would not cenfure any mqji. I am fully fatisfied in my own 
mind, that there are thofc who give pernicious and deftrudlive counfels ; 
and, I hope, a time will come, when a proper, legal, parliamentary inquiry 
may be made, and when clear fa£ls and full evidence will plainly difeover 
who are the enemies of their country. A noble lord, to whom I had the 
honour to be related, has been often mentioned in this debate ; He was im- 
peached .and imprifoned ; by that imprifonment his years w^ere thortened ; 
and the profecution was carried on by the honourable perfon, who is now 
the fubjed: of your queftion, though he knew .at that very time, that there 
was no evidcnce.to fu])port it. I am now. Sir, glad of this opportunity to 
return good for evil, and to do that honourable gentleman and his family, 
that jufticc which he denied to mine* 

Shippen declared, “ that he looked on this motion as only a fcheme for 
turning out one minifter, and bringing in another ; that as his condud: in 
parliament had always been regulated with a view to the good of his country, 
without any regard to his own private intered, it was quite indifferent to 
him, who was in or who was out ; and he would give himfclf no concern in 
the queftion.”. At the conclufion of thefe words he withdrew, and was fol- 
lowed by thirty -four of his friends. 


CHAPTER THE FIFTY-SIXTH; 

1742. 


Rep/y of Sir Robert Walpole.— Motion negatived. — Similar Motion in the Lords. 
o^Condnbl and Anecdotes of Shippen. 

T his attack, concerted witli fo much previous care, and announced 
with fo much oftentation, was not c.alculated to alarm the minifter. 
Fie faw the difalieded Whigs feeble and hefitating j all the Tories, not ex- 


• Chandler. — Tindal has recorded tliis death of his nephew, in the following Juite, h? 
fpcech, as fpoken in the hoiife of lords by the fucceeded to the title, 
earl of Oxford, which wa* certainly fpoken- by Chandler. 

Itis uncle in the houfe of coipmons. By the 
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eluding thofc who voted againft him, avcrlc to the queflion j many fup- 
porting liim with a favourable dilplay of impartial and benevolent pdnciples ; 
the Jacobites fcbrnfully turning their backs upon a party apparently united by 
no principle, and a motion brought forwards w ithout due confideration. He 
availed hinifelf, with great ability, of the vantage ground on which he dood, 
and commenced thp reply by a well eondirded attack againft the difeordant 
parts of oppofition. He fomented the divifipn between the Tories and 
Whigs in oppofition, paid a delicate compliment to the Tories, and di- 
refted the llrafts of his eloquence principally againft the leaders of the 
(lifaffeAcd Whigs, whofc motives of hoftility were already luipcdcd by 
the public. 

He faid, “ Sir *, it has been obfervtd by feveral gentlemen, in vindication 
of this motion, that if it fliould be carried, neither my life, liberty, or eftate 
will be alfedied. But do the honourable gentlemen confider my cbaraifter 
and reputation as of no moment ? Is it no imputation to be arraigned 
before this boufe, in wliich I have fat forty years, and to have my name 
tranfmitted to pofterity with difgraceand infamy ? I will not conceal my fenti- 
ments, that to be ^med in parliament as a fubjed of inquiry, is to me a 
matter of great concern j but I have the fatisfadion at the fame time to 
refled, that the impreffion to be made depends upon the confiftency of the 
charge, and the motives of the profecutors. Had the charge been reduced 
to i'pecific allegations, I fliould have felt myfelf called upon for a fpccific 
defence. Had I ferved a weak or wicked mafter, and implicitly obej^ed his 
didates, obedience to his commands niuft have been my only juftification. 
But as it has been my good fortune to ferve a mafter, W'ho wants no bad 
minifters, and would have hearkened to none, my defence muft reft on 
my own condud. The confeioufnefs of innocence is alfo fulEcicnt fupport 
againft my prefent profecutors. A farther juftification is alfb derived from 
a confideration of the views and abilities of the profecutors. Had I been 
guilty of great enormities, they want neither zeal and inclination to bring 
them forw'ards, nor ability to place them in the moft prominent point of 
view. But as I am confeious of no crime, my own experience convinces me, 
that none can be juftly imputed. I muft therefore afk the gentlemen, 
from whence does this attack proceed ? From the paflions and prejudices of 
the parties combined againft me who m.ay be divided into three claffes, the 
Boys, the riper Patriots, ami the Tories. The Tories I^ca,n eafily forgive, 
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Period VII. they have unwillingly come into tlif meafurc, and they do me honour in think- 

173710 174*. ing it neceffary to remove me, as their only obftacle. What is the inference 

^ — / — ■ »/ to be drawn from thelc premifes ? that demerit with them ought to be confi- 
dered as merit with others. But my great and principal crime is my long 
continuance in office, or, in other Words, the long exclufion of thofe who 
now complain againft me. This is the heinous offence which exceeds all 
others : I keep from them the pofleffion of that power,- thofe honours and 
thole einohiments, to which they fo ardently and peftihacioufly afpire*. I 
will not attempt to deny the reafonablenefs and neceffity’of aparty wjjt} but 
in carrying on that war, all principles and rules of juftice fliould nof 6c”dcv 
parted from. The Tories muft confefs, that the moft obnoxious' perlbiss 
have felt few inftances of extra judicial power. Wherever they have been 
arraigned, a plain charge has been exhibited againft them ; they have had 
an impartial trial, and have been permitted to make their defence; and will 
they, who have experienced this fair and equitable mode of proceedii^, a< 5 l 
in direft oppolition to every principle of juftice, and eftablilh this fatal pre- 
cedent of parliamentary inquifition ? and whom would they conciliate by 
a condu<5t fo contrarj' to principle and precedent } , ^ 

“ Can it be fitting in them, who have divided the public opinion of 
the nation, to fliare it with thofe who now appear as their competitors ? 
With the men of yefterday, the boys in politics, who would be ab- 
folutely contemptible did not their audacity render them deteftable ? 
With the mock patriots, whofe practice and profeffions prove their felfilh- 
ncls and malignity, who threatened to purfue me to deftruftion, and who 
have never for a moment loft light of their objeft ? Thefe men, under the 
name of the Separatifts, prefume to call themfelves, exclulively,^ the mitm 
and the people, and under that charadter, aflurae all power. In their 
cftimatlon, the king, lords, and commons are a fadion, and they are the go- 
vernment. Upon tliefe principles, they threaten the deftruftion of all autho- 
rity, and think they have a right to judge, direft, and refill, all legal magif- 
trates. They withdraw from parliament becaufe they fucceed in nothing, 
and then attribute their want of fuccefs not to its true caule, their own 
want of integrity and importance, but to the elfed of places, penfions, 
and corruption. May it not be alked. Are the people on the court fide 
more united than on the other ? Are not the Tories, Jacobites, and Patriots 
equally determined ? What makes this ftridt union ? What cements this 
heterogeneous mafs ? Party engagements and peribnal attachments. How- 
ever different their views and principles, they all agree in oppolition. The 
Jaeqbites diftrefs tlie government they would fubvert j the Tories contend 

for 
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for party -prevalence and power. The Patriots, from dileontent and difap- Chapter $6. 
pointment, would change the mimflry, that themfelves might exclufively 1741. 
fuGcecd. They have laboured this point twenty years unfuccefstully ; they are 
impatient of longer delay. They clamour tor change of nreai'ures, but mean 
only change of miniflers. 

“ In party coat efts, why thould not both fides be equally fteady ? Docs not 
a Whig adminiftration as well deferve the fupport of the Whigs as the con- 
trary ? Why is not'princijile the cement in one as well as the other, cfpecially 
when they confefs, that all is levelled againft one man ? Why this one man ? 
becaufe they think, vainly,- nobody elfe could withftand them. All others arc 
treated as tools and vatlals. The one is the corrupter, the numbers corrupted. 

But whence this cry of corruption, and exclufive claim of honourable dillinc- 
tion ? Compare the eftates, charaders, and fortunes of the commons on one 
fide, with thofc on the other. Let the matter be fairly invefligated ; furvey ami 
examine the individuals who ufually I'upport the meafures of government, and 
thofc who are in oppofition. l-.ct us fee to whole fide the balance pre|)onde- 
rates. Look round both houies, and fee to which fide the balance of virtue 
and talents preponderates >. Are all thefc on one fide, and not on the other ? 

Or are all thefe to be counterbalanced by an affeded claim to the exclufive 
title of patriotifm. Gentlemen hav-e talked a great deal of patriotifm. A ve 
nerable word, when duly pradifed. But 1 am forry to fay, that of late it has 
been fo much hackneyed about, that it is ia danger of falling into dilgpacc : 
the very idea of true patriotifm is loft, and the term has been proftituted to 
the very worft of purpofes. A patriot. Sir 1 why patriots fpring up like 
niuflirooms ? I could raife fifty of them within the four-and-twenty hours. 

I have railed many of them in one night. It is but refuling to gratify an 
unreafonable or an infolent demand, and up ftarts a patriots I have never 
been afraid of making patriots ; but I difdain and defpife all their efforts. 

But this pretended virtue proceeds from perfonal malice, and from difap- 
pointed ambition. There is not a man amongft them whofe particular aim 
I am not able to afeertain, and from what motives they have entered into the 
lifts of oppofition. 

“ I fliall now cohfider the articles of accufatlon wliich they have brought On foreign 
-^ainft me, and which they have not thought fit to reduce to fpecific 
charges j and I fliali confider thefe in the fame order as that in which they 
were placed by the honourable member who made thc^ motion. Firft, in 
regard to foreign affairs, fecondly, to domeftic affairs, and, thirdly, to the. 
condud of the war. 

As to foreign affairs, I muft take notice of the uncandid manner m 
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Pcri(xl VII. which the gentlemen on the other fide have nmnaged the queftron, by blend- 
i737 to 174Z. ing numerous treaties and complicated negotiations into one general mals. 

- f “ To form a fair and candid judgment of the fubjedt, it becomes neceflary 

not to confider the treaties merely infulated but to advert to the time in 
which they were made, to the circumftances and fituation of Europe when 
they were made, to the peculiar fituation in which I ftand, and to the power 
which I poflfelTed. I am called repeatedly - and jnfidiouHy prime and foie 
minifter. Admitting, however, for the fake of argument, that I am prime 
and foie. minifter in this country; am I, therefore, prime and foie minifter 
of all Europe? Am I anfwerablc for the conduft of other countries as well 
as for that of my own ? Many words are hot wanting to fhew, that the parti- 
cular views of each court occafioned the dangers which affedled the public 
tranquillity ; yet the whole is charged to my account. Nor is this fufficient 
/vhatever was the conduct of England, l am equally arraigned. If w'e main- 
tained ourfelves In peace, and took no fliare in foreign tranfadtions, w^e 
are reproached for tamenefs and pufillanimity. If, on the contrarj% we in- 
terfered in the difputcs, we are called Don Quixotes, and dupes to all the 
world. If we contradted guaranties, it w'as alked, why is the nation wan- 
tonly burthened ? If guaranties w'ere declined, we were reproached with 
havii^ no allies.” 

After making the^e preliminary obfervations, on the necefllty of confidcring 
the relative fituation of Europe, when thefe engagements w’ere contradted, 
and proving that the treaties were right at the time they were made, though 
they might not have had the defired eftedt, he entered into a luminous 
recapitulation of the principal compadts, which had been adverted to in 
the courle of the debate. They formed a connedlive feries, embracing paft 
events, piefont*'%dvantages, and future contingencies, of which the various 
parts had fuch a neceflary dependance on each other, that any feparation 
muft be fatal to the comprehenfion of the whole. 

He took up the fubjedl from the peace of Utrecht, which, by fuffering a 
prince of the houfe of Bourbon to remain on the throne of Spain, had ma- 
terially altered the balance of power in Europe, had produced new interefts, 
and involved this country in a feries of delicate and complicated negotia- 
tions. The quadruple alliance w'as the confequence of that treaty; but as 
he was not then in adminiftration, he was not accountable either for its arti- 
cles or effedls, though he was unfortunately minifter, and unwillingly ac- 
eeflary to the execution of it. 

He fliould, therefore, begin with the .firft adl of that adminiftration 
to which he had the honour to belong; a refulal to accept of the folo 
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mediation offered by Sj»ih, on the breach between Spain and France, Chapter 56. 
occalioned by the difmiffion of the infanta. I hope it will not be faid,*' 
he bbferved, “ we had any reafon to quarrel with France \ipon that 
account ; and therefore, if our accepting of that mediation might have 
produced a rupture with France, it was not our duty to interfere, un- 
lefs we had fomething very beneficial to expedl: from the acceptance. 

A reconciliation between the courts of Vienna and Madrid, it is true, was 
defirable to all Europe, as well as to us, provided it had been brought about 
without any defign to difturb our tranquillity, or the tranquillity of Europe ; 
but both parties were then fo high in their demands, that we could hope 
for no fuccefs; and if the negotiation had ended without effeft, we might 
liave expeded the common fate of arbitrators, the difobliging of both. 

Therefore, as it was our intereft to keep well with both, I mufl ftill think 
it was the moflr prudent part we could ad, to refufe the offered mediation. 

“ The next flep of our foreign condud expbfed to reprehenfion, is the 
treaty of Hanover, Sir, if I were to give the true hiftory of that treaty, 
which no gentleman can defire, I fltould, I am lure I could fully juftify 
my own condud ; but as I do not defire to juftify my own, \vlthout juf- 
tifying his late majeft}'’s condud, I muft obferve, that his late majefty had 
fuch information, as convinced not only him, but thofe of his council, 
both at home and abroad, that fomc dangerous defigns had been formed 
between the Emperor and Spain, at the time of their concluding the Treaty 
.at Vienna, in May 1725. Defigns, Sir, which were dangerous not only to 
the liberties of this nation, but to the liberties of Europe. They were not 
only to wreft Gibraltar and Port Mahon from this nation, and force the 
Pretender upon us, but they were to have Don Carlos married to the Em- 
peror’s eldoft daughter, who would thereby have had a probability of unit- 
ing in bis perlbn, or in the perfon of feme of his fuccclTors, the crowns of 
France and Spain, with the Imperial dignity, and the Auftrian dominions. 

It was therefore highly reafonable, both in France and us, to take the alarm, 
at fuch defigns^ and to think betimes of preventing their being carried into 
execution. But with regard to us, it was more particularly our bufinefs to 
take the alarm, becaufe we were to have been immediately attacked. I 
fliall grant, Sir, it would have been very difficult, if not impoffible, for Spain 
and the Emperor joined together to have invaded, or made themlelves maf- 
ters of any of the Britifh dominions; but will it be faid, they might not 
have invaded the king’s dominions in Germany, in order to force him to a 
compliance with what they defired of lum, as king of Great Britain ?. And 
■ i£ 
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if ihofc dotumions nad been invaded on account of a quarrel with this na- 
tion, Ihould we not have been obliged, both in honour and.intereft, to defend 
them ? When we were thus threatened, it was therefore abfolutely neceffary 
for us to make an alliance with France ; and that we might not Iruft too 
much to their affiftance, it was likewifc necelTary to form alliances with the 
northern powers, and with fome of the princes in Germany, which we never 
did, nor ever could do, without granting them immediate fubfidies. Thefc 
meafures were therefore, I ftill think, not only prudent but necelTary, and 
by thefe meafures we made it much more dangerous for the Emperor and 
Spain to attack us, than it would otherwile have been. 

“ But Hill, Sir, though by tlrefe alliances we put ourfelves upon an equal 
footing with our enemies, in cafe of an attack, yet, in order to preferve the 
tranquillity of Europe, as well as our own, there was fonietliing elfe to be 
done. We knew that war could not be begun and carried on without money j 
we knew tliat the Emperor had no money for that purjKife, without receiving 
large remittances from Spain; and we knew that Spain could make no 
fuch remittances without receiving large returns of treafure from the Weft 
Indies. The only way, therefore, to render thefe two powers incapable of 
"difturbing the tranquillity of Euroi^e was, by fending a fquadron to the 
Weft Indies, to Hop the return of the Spanifli galleons; and this made it 
necelTary, at the fame time, to fend a fquadron to the Mediterranean, for 
the fecurity of our valuable polTeffions in that part, of the world. By thefe 
meafures the Emperor faw the impolfibility of attacking us in any part of 
the world, becaufe Spain could give him no affiftance, either in money or 
troops ; and the attack made by the Spaniards upon Gibraltar was fo feeble, 
that we had no occafion to call upon our allies for affiftance : a fraall fqua- 
dron of our own prevented their attacking it by Tea, and from their attack 
by land, we had nothing to fear ; they might have knocked their brains 
out againft inacceffible rocks, to this very day, without bringing that fortrefs 
into any danger. 

“ I do not pretend. Sir, to be a great mailer of foreign affairs. In that poll 
in which I have the honour to ferve his niajefty, it is not my bufinefs .to in- 
terfere; and as one of his majefty’s council, I have but one voice; hut if I 
had been the foie advifer of the treaty of Hanover, and of all the meafures 
which were taken in purfuance of it, from what I have faid, I hope it wiH 
appear, that I do* not deferve to be cenfured, either as a weak or a wicked 
minifter on that account.” 

The next meafures which incurred cenfure were the guaranty of the 
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pragmatic fand^ion by the fecond tre^y of Vienna, and the refufal of the Chapter £li. 
cabinet to aflift the houfe of Auftria, in conformity with the articles of that 1741. 
guaranty. ' , 

“ As to the guaranty of the pragmatic fanftion,” he faid, “ I am really fur- 
priled to find that meafure objefted to j it was fo univerfally approved of, 
both w'ithin doors and without, that till this very day I think no fault was 
ever found with it, unlefs it was that of being too long delayed. If it 
was fo neceffary for fupporting the balance of power in Europe, as has been 
infilled on in this debate, to preferve intire the dominions of the houfe of 
Auftria, furely it was not our bufinefs to infill upon a partition of them in 
favour of any of the princes of the empire. But if we liad, could we have 
cxpe<fled that the houfe of Auftria would have agreed to any fuch partition, 
even for the acquifition of our guaranty ? The king of Pruffia had, it is 
true, a claim upon fome lordfhips in Silefia ; but that claim was abfolutely 
denied by the court of Vienna, and was not at that time lb much infifted 
on by the late king of Pruffia. Nay, if he had lived till this time, I believe 
it would not now have been infifted on j for he acceded to that guaranty 
without any refervation of that claim ; therefore, I mull look ujwn this as 
an objeeflion, which has fince arifen from an accident, that could not then 
be forefeen, or provided againft. 

“ I mull therefore think. Sir, that our guaranty of the pragmatic fandlion,. 
or our manner of doing it, cannot now be objefted to, nor any perfon cen- 
fured by parliament for adviling that meafure. In regard to- the refufal of 
the cabinet to affifl the houfe of Auftria, though it was prudent and right 
in us to enter into that guaranty, we were not, therefore, obliged to enter 
into every bi'oil the houfe of Auftria might afterwards lead themfelves into i 
and therefore, we were not in honour obliged to take any fhare in the wax 
which the Emperor brought upon himfelf in the year 1733, nor were we 
in intcreft obliged to take a fhare in that war, as long as neither fide attempted 
to pufli their conquefts farther than was confiftent with the balance of power 
in Europe, which was a cafe that did not happen. For the powder of the 
houfe of Auftria was not diminilhed by the event of that war, beeaufe they 
got Tufeany, Parma, and Placentia, in lieu of Naples and Sicily ; nor was 
the power of France much increafed, beeaufe Lorainc was a province fhc 
had taken and kept polfeffion of, during every war in which fhe had been, 
engaged. . 

” As to the difputes with Spain, they had not then reached fuch a Height, 
as to make it neceffary for us to come to an open rupture. We bad then 
reaibn to hope, that all differences would be accommodated in an amicable 
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i757toi74«. os to engage ourfclves in war, efpccially with Spain, where we have always 
very beneficial commerce. Thefe hopes, ’tis true, Sir, at iafi: proved 
abortive, but I never heard it was a crime to hope for the- belt. This fort 
of hope was the caufe of the late convention ; if Spain had performed her 
part of that preliminary treaty, I am fure it would not have been wrong in 
us, to have hoped for a friendly accommodation, and for, that end to have 
waited nine or ten months longer, in which time the plenipotentiaries W’ere, by 
the treaty, to have adjufted all the diifercnces fubfifling 'between tjie two 
nations. But the failure of Spain in performing w.'hat had been agreed to 
by this preliminary, put an end to all our hope, and then, and not till then, 
it became prudent to enter into hoftifities, which \yere commenced as foon 
as poffible after the expiration of the term limited for the payment of the 
£.95,000. 

“ Strong and virulent cenfureshave been caft p^ rne, for having commenced 
the war without a fingle ally, and this” deficiency has been alcribed to the 
multifarious treaties in which I have bewildered myfelf. But although the 
airthors of this imputation are well apprized that all thele treaties have been 
fubmitted to and approved by parliament, yet they are now brought forward 
as crimes, without appealing to the judgment of parliament, and without 
proving or declaring that all or any of them were advifed by me. A fup- 
poled foie minifter is to be condemned and puniflicd as , the author of all} 
and W'hat adds to the enormity is, that an attempt was made to convidl 
him uncharged and unheard, without taking into confideration the moft 
arduous criiis wliich ever occurred in the annals of Europe. Sweden cor- 
rupted by France ; Denmark tempted and wavering ; the landgrave of HejSe 
Caflel almoft gained ; the Icing of Pruffia, the Emperor, and the Czarina, witli 
whom alliances had been negotiating, dead ; the Auftrian dominions claimed 
by Spain and Bavaria j the eleftorof Saxony hefitating whether he fhould ac- 
cede to the genera] confederacy planned by France } the court of Vienna ir- 
refolute and indecifive. In this critical jundlure, if France enters into en- 
gagements with Pruffia, and if the queen of Hungary helitates and liftens 
to France, are all or ai^ of thefe events to be imputed to Englilh counfels ? 
and if to Englilh counfels, why are they to be attributed to one man 
On domeftic “ I now come, Sir, to the fecond head, the condud of domeftic affairs ; 
affairs. and here a moft |ieinous charge is made, that the nation has been burthened 
with unneceffary expences, for the foie purpofe of preventing the difeharge 
of our debts, and the abolition of taxes. But this attack is more to the 
di/bpnour of the whole cabinet council than to me. If there is any ground for 
4 this 
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this imputation* it is a charge upon king* lords, and commons, as corrupted, 
or impofed upon. And they have no proof of thefc allegations, ''but alfeft 
to fubftantiate them by common fame and public notoriety. 

\No expence has been incurred but what has been approved of, and pro- 
vided for by parliament. . The public treafurc has been duly applied to the 
ufes to which it was appropriated by parliament, and regular accounts have 
been annually laid beibre parliament, of every article of expence. If by 
foreign accidents, by the difputes of foreign ftates amongft themfelves, or 
by their defigns againft us, the nation has often been put to an extraqrdiiury 
expencc, that expence cannot be faid to have been unncceflary, becaufe, if 
by faving it we had expofed the balance of power to danger, or ourfelvcs 
to an attack, it would have coft, perhaps, a hundred times tliat fum, before 
we could recover from that danger, or repel that attack. 

“ In all fuch cafes there will be a variety of opinions. I happened to 
be one of thofe who thought all thefe expences neceffary, and I had the 
good fortune to have the majority of both houfes of parliament on my fide ; 
but this, it leems, proceeded from bribery and corruption. Sir, if any one 
iiiftance had been mentioned, if it had been Ihewn, that 1 ever offered a re- 
ward to any member of either houfe, or ever threatened to deprive any 
member of his office or employment, in order to influence his vote in par- 
liament, there might have been fome ground for^ this charge ; but when it 
is fo generally laid, I do not know what I can fay to if, unlefs it be to deny 
it as generally and as politively as it has been aflerted j and, tliank God ! 
till fome proof be offered, I have the laws of the land, as well as the laws of 
charity in my favour. 

“ Some members of both houfes have, it is true, been removed from their 
employments under the crown j but were they ever told, either by me, or 
by any other of his majefty’s fervants, that it was for oppofing the meafures 
of the adminiftration in parliament ? They were removed, becaufe his nja- 
jefty did not think fit to continue them longer in his fervice. His majefly 
had a right fo to do, and I know no one that has a right to afk him. What doft 
thou } If his majefly had a mind that the favours of the crown ftiould cir- 
culate, would not this of itfelf be a good reafon for removing any of his fer- 
vants ? Would not this reafon be approved of by the whole nation, except 
thofe who happen to be tbe prefent pofleflors ? I cannot, therefore, fee how 
this can be imputed as a crime, or how any of the king’s rainifters can Be 
blamed for his doing what the public has no concern in j for if the public 
bo wel! and faithfully ferved, it has no bufinefs to alk by whom. 

** As to the particular charge urged againft me, I mean that of the army 
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debentut^s, I am ftfrpriftd. Sir, to hoar any thing relating tO this affair 
chaiged upon irte. Whatever blame may attach to this affair, it muft be 
placed to the account of thofe that were in power, when I was,, as they call 
it, the coiihtry gentleman : It was by them this affair waa introduced, and 
conduced, and I came in only to pay off thofe public fecurities, which their 
management had reduced to a great difoount, and confequently to redeem our 
public credit from that reproach, which they had brought uj)Ori it. The dil- 
coimt at whicli thefe army debentures were negotiated, was a jftrong and'prc- 
valent reafon with parliament, to apply the finking fund fifft to the payment 
of thofe debentures, but the finking fund could not be applietl to that pur- 
pofe, till it began to prodvree fomethirig confiderable, which was not till the 
year 1 727. That the finking fund was then to receive a great addition, was 
a fad publicly known in 1726 j and if fome people Were fufliciently quick- 
lighted 'to forefee, that the parliament wpuld probably make this ufe of it, 
and cunning enough to make the moft of their own forefight, could I help 
it, or could they be blamed for doing fo ? But I defy my moft inveterate 
enemy to prove, that I had any hand in bringing thefe debentures to a dif- 
count, or that I had any (hare in the profits by buyin^'them up. 

“ In reply to thofe who confidently affert that the national debt is not 
decreafed fince 1727, and that the finking fund has not been applied to 
the difchaige of the public burthens, I can with truth declare, that a part 
of the debt has been paid off, and the landed intereft has been very much 
cafed, with re(pe6t to that moft unequal and grievous burthen, the laiid tax. 
J fey fo. Sir, becaufe upon examination it will appear, that within thefe 
fixteen or feventeen years, no lefs than £. 8,000,000 of Our debt has been 
aftually difeharged, by the due application of the finking fund, and at lead 
£. 7,000,000 has been taken from that fund, and applied to the eafe of the 
land tax. For if it had not been applied to the current fervicc, we muft have 
fupplied that fervice by increafing the land tax j and as the finking fund was 
originally defigned for paying off our debts, and eafing us of our taxes, the 
application of it in eafe of the land tax, was certainly as proper and as necel- 
fary an life as could be made. And I little thought that giving relief fo 
landed gentlemen, would have been brought againft me as a crime. 

“ I (hall now advert to the third topic of accufation, the conduft of the 
war. I have already dated in what manner, and under what circumftanccS 
boftilitics commenced, and as lam neither general nor admiral, as I have nothing 
to do either with our navy or army, I am fure I am not anfwerable for the 
profecution of it. But were I to anfwer for every thing, no fault could, <T 
think, be found with my conflud in the profeeution eff the war. -It has 
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of our trade, as was confiftcnt with our fafety at home, and with the ci?-^ i74j. 

cumftances we were in at the beginning of the W'ar. If our attacks upon 
the enemy were too long delayed, or if they have not been fo vigorous or lb 
frequent as they ought to have been, thofe only are to blame who have for 
many years been haranguing againfr Handing armies ; for without a fufHcicnt 
number of regular troops in proportion to the numbers kept up by our neigh- 
bours, I am lure, w^e can neither defend ourfelves, nor offend our enemies. 

On the fuppofed ixiifcarriages of the war, fo unfairly Hated, and fo unjuHIy 
imputed to me, I could, with great cafe, frame an incontrovertible defence ; 
but as I have trefpafled fo long on the time of the houfe, I lhall not weaken 
the efted: oft that forcible exculpation fo gcperoully and difintereHly ad- 
vanced by the right honourable gentleman who fo nieritorioully prelides at 
the admiralty. 

“ If my whole adminiHration is to be ferutinifed and arraigned, why are 
the moH favourable parts to be omitted ? If fids are to be accumulated on 
one fide, why not on the other? And why may not I be permitted to fpeak in 
my own favour f Was I not called by the voice of the king and the nation 
to remedy the fatal effeds of the South Sea projed, and to fupport de- 
clining credit? Was I not placed at the head of the treafury, when the re- 
venues were in the greateH confufion ? Is credit revived, and does it now 
flourifli ? Is it not at an incredible height, and if fo, to whom niuH that cir- 
cumHance be attributed ? Has not tranquillity been preferved both at home 
and abroad, notwithHanding a moH unrcafonable and violent oppofition ? 

Has the true intereH of the nation been purfued, or lias trade flouriflied^ 

Have gentlemen produced one inHance of this exorbitant power, of the in- 
fluence' which I extend to all parts of the nation, of the tyranny witli which 
I opprefs thofe who oppofe, and tlie liberality with which 1 reward thofe 
who fupport me ? But Iiaving firH invefted me with a kind of mock dignity, 
and Hyled me a prime miniHer, they impute to me an unpardonable abulc 
of that chimerical authority wliich they only have created and conferred. If 
theyare really perfuaded that the. army is annually eltablilhcd by me, that ! 
have the foie difpolal of poHs and honours, that I employ this power in the 
deHrudlion of liberty, and the dipunution of commerce, let me awaken them 
from their delufion. Let me exppfe to their view the real condition of the 
public weal } let me fhew them thHt the crown has made* no encroachments, 
tliat all fupplies have been granted by parliament, that a.11 queflions have 
betn.deba^ with the lame ffecdooli as before the fatal period, in which my 
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counfcis are faid to have gained the afcendancy : An afcehdancy from which ^ 
they deduce the lofs of trade, the approach of flavery, the preponderance of 
prcrc^ative, and the extenfion of influence. But I am far from believing 
that they feel thofe apprehenfions which tliey fo earneftly labour to commu- 
nicate to others, and I have too high an opinion -of their fs^acity not to 
conclude that, even in their own judgment, they are complaining of griev- 
,ancesthat they do not fuffer, and promoting rather their private intereft than 
that of the public. 

** Wliat is this unbounded foie power which is imputed to me ? How has 
it difcovered itfelf, or how has it been proved ? 

“ What have been the eflfetfts of the corruption, ambition, and avarice, 
with which I am fo abundantly charged ? 

“ Have l ever been- fufpefted of being corrirpted? A ftrange phaeno- 
mcnon, a corrupter himfelf not corrupt. Is ambition imputed to me ? Why 
then do I ftill continue a commoner ? I, who refufed a white ftaff and a 
peerage. I had, indeed, like to have forgotten the little ornament about my 
Ihouldcrs, which gentlemen have fo repeatedly mentioned in terms of far- 
caftic obloquy. But furely, though this may be regarded with envy or in- 
dignation in another place, it cannot be fuppofed to raile any rcfentment in 
this houfe, where many may be pleafed to fee thofe honours which their 
anceftors have worn, reftored again to the commons. 

“ Have I given any fymptoms of an avaricious difpofititfn ? Have I ob- 
tained any grants from the crown linced have been placed at the head of the 
treafurj' Has my conduft been different from that which others in the 
i'amc ftation would have followed ? Have I aded wrong im giving the place 
of auditor to my fon, and in providing for my own family ? 1 truft that their 
advancement will not be imputed to me as a crime, unlefs it fhall be proved 
that I placed them in offices of truft and refponfibility for which they were 
unfit. 

“ But while I unequivocally deny that I am foie and prime minifter, and 
that to my influence and direftion all the meafures of government muft be at- 
. trlbuted, yet I will not flvrink from the refponfibility wliich attaches to the 
poll I have the honour to hold ; and fhould, during the long period in. which 
I have fat upon this bench, any one ftep taken by government be proved 
to be cither difgraceful or clifadvantageous to the nation, I am ready to hold 
myfelf accountable. 

“ To conclude, Sir, though I fliall always be proud of the honour of any 
truft or confidence from his raajefty, yet I fhall always be ready to reiriove 
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from his councils and prefence, when lie tilings fit } and therefore I fliould Chapter 56. 
think myfelf very' little concerned in the event of the prefcnt queftion, if it 1741. 
were not for the encroachment that will tliereby be made upon the prero^- 
tives of the crown. But I mnfr think, that an addrefs to his majefty to re- 
move one of his lervants, without fo much as allcdging any particular crime 
againft him, is one of the greateft encroachments that was ever made upon 
the prerogatives of the crown j and therefore, for the fake of my mailer, 
without any regard for my own, I hope all thofe that have a due regard for 
our conftitution, and for the rights and prerogatives of the crown, without 
which our conftitution cannot be preferved, will be againft this motion.” 

This fpeech made a deep impreflion on the houfe. It was delivered in Motion ne- 
a molt animated and falcinating manner, and with more dignity than he ^ * 

ufualiy aflumed. The motion was negatived by 290 againft iq 6 * ; a great 
and unufual majority, which proceeded from the fchifm between the Tories 
and the Wliigs, and the feceffion of Shippen and his friends. 

The fame motion was made by lord Carteret the fame day in. the houlc Motion 
of lords, and fupported with more pertinacity and vigour than in the com- "* 

mons. The fchifm between the Tories and Whigs had not extended to that 
houfe, and the lords in oppofition ailed uniformly and confiftently in one 
compail phalanx. 

The princijjal fpeakers againft the minifter were, the dukes of Bedford 
and Argyle, the^ earls of Sandwich, Weftmoreland, Berkfliire, Carlille,, Abing- 
don, and Halifax, and the lords Haverlham and Bathurft ; the oppofers i)t' 
the motion were, the lord chancellor, the dukes of Ncwcaftle and Dev'on- 
fiiirc, theblfliop of Salifbury (Sherlock.) the earl of Hay, and lord Ilervey. 

The motion was negatived by io8 againft 59, but a W'arm protcll was Negatived, 
figned by 31 peers. The prince of Wales was prefent, but did not vote } and 
it was remarked that fcveral peers who had places under government, partL- 
cuiarly the earl of Wilmington, did not divide with either party -f* 

Immediately after the mtition was thus difpoled of, the duke of Marlbo- 
rough rofc, and moved to rcfolve, “ that any attempt to infliil any kind of 
punifliment on any perfon, without allowing him an opportunity to make , 
his defence,, or without proof of any crime or mifdemeanour committed by 
him, is contrary to natural juftice, the fundamental laws of this realm, and 
the antient eftablUhed ufage of parliaments ■, and it is a high infringement on 
the liberties of the fubjeifl.” 
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Hie truth of the propolltto«'tontained in this motion, wds admitfed by 
the warmeft friehds of the laft motion j but, contrary to all principles of iea^ 
foning, they inlifted upon the treaties that lay before them, as being full evi- 
dences ^inft the minifter, but without offering one circumllance of evi- 
dence to prove that thofe treaties had been folely conduded by him, or that 
they were detrimental in themfelves to the honour and intcreft of the nation. 
They made, however, a faint endeavour to let afide the motion upon the pre- 
vious queftion, but it was carried, though ftrong protefts were entered upon 
both queftions *. 

In this whole tranCidion, the greateft furprife was excited by the condud 
of Sliippen. 

His ieceflisn expofed him to much obloquy from the party w^hom he de- 
ierted. Some inferred, that his abfence W'as purchafed by a bribe -f , and did not 
fcruple to aflert, that he received an annual penfion from government ; others 
have been fo unjuft as to affert that this rumour was induftrioufly raifed by 
Walpole, to’ decry his integrit)^ and diminifh his influence It might 
be fufiicient to refute this unjuft refledion, by obferving, that his wife’s 
fortune placed him far above all temptation, and that he had exhi- 
bited a ftrong proof of diflntereftcdnefs at a very trying period. When 
Shippen was committed to tlie Tower, for declaring that the only infelicity 
in his majefty’s reign was, that he was unacquainted with our language and 
conftitution, and that the fj^ech from the throne was rather calculated for 
the meridian of Germany, than of Great Britain j the prince of Wales, then 
diflatisfied with his father, fent general Churchill, his groom of the bed- 
chamloer, to him, W’ith the offer of a prefent of i,ooo; which Shippen 
declined §. That he was honeft and inflexible, is undoubted ! Even 
Walpole hlmfclf lias attefted this truth, by repeatedly declaring, not only 
tvhile he was at the liead of affairs, but after his refignation,.not only during 
the life of Shippen, but after his death, that be would not fay who was cor- 
rupted, but he would fay who was not corruptible, that man was Shipi>en t|. 

The realcaufcof lus feceflion, I am enabled to afeertain, from the account 
of a perfon nearly related to him; Sir Robert Walpole having difeovered 
a correfpondence, which one of Shippen’s friends carried on with the Pre- 
tender, Shippen called on the minifter, and defired him to favc his friend. 

* Tindal, vol. 20, p. 429. § Etoiigh, from Dr. Middleton, to whom it 

f Opinions of the duchefs of Marlborough. was communicated by Shippen. 

♦ Sheridan’s Life of Swift, p. 322. II From lord Orford. 
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Sir Robert willingly JComplied : and then Mr. Sluppen, I cannot defire Chapter 56, 
you to vote with the adrainiftration, for with your principles, I have no right ^ 
to exped it. But I only require, whenevp any queftioji is brought forward in 
the houfe perfonally affeding me, that you will recoiled the favour I have 
now granted you. It is likewife to be oblcrved, that this was only a tem- 
porary truce, for. he foon refumed his accuftomed oppofition, and gave his 
afldlancc to thofc ftrenuous meafures, wluch drove the minifter from the 
helm. » 

If uniformity of principles, and confiftency of coiKlud, be admitted as a 
merit, William Shippen certainly deferves that eulogiuni as much or more 
than any other member of the houfe of commons. Yet in confidering the 
perfons who formed the minority, we ought to be on our guard, left we mif- 
take the heat of party for true patriotifm ; and we foould allb be wary in truft- 
ing to expreffions which are become almoft cant words, aiid have been handed 
from one writer to another, until they have been adopted as unqueftionable 
truths. Thus he is called by various writers, “ the Englijh Cato," “ hiflexible 
patriot j” and Pope has faid of him, 

I love to pour out all myfelf, as plain 
As hmeji Shippen, or downright Montagne. 

But though we may allow him to be honeft and incorruptible, yet the ap- 
pellation of true patriot,, can by no means be juftly conferred on himi unlefs we 
Ihould ftyle that man a patriot, who was notorioufiy difaffeded to thf2 pro- 
teftant fuccefllon, and publicly known to be in the interefts of the Pretender ; 
who did not affed even to conceal his fonliments, who in the heterogeneous 
meetings of the oppofition, frequently difgufted the old Whigs .witli declara- 
tions on the neceffity of reftoring the Stuarts * ; and who in company with 
his intimate friends, was often heard to declare, that he waited for orders from 
Rome, before he would give his vote in the houfe of commons. 

The family of Shippen was fettled in Chefliire. His father, who was 
redor of Stockport, had four Tons, one of whom was prefident of Brafcn Nofo 
college, Oxford, a man of diftlnguiflied abilities, and of the fame principles 
with his brother} and one daughter, who married Mr. Leyborue, a gentle- 
man of refpedable family in Yorkfliire. 

William Shippen was born about the year 1672, and received his educa- 
tion at Stockport fchool, which was conduded with great credit by a maftcr 
whofe name was Dale. He firft came into parliament in 1707, for Biramber 


in 


* From tlw bifliop of Salilbuiy. 
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in Suflcx, in the placi* of John Afgill, who was cxpefied for blafphcmy, by 
the intereft of lord Plymouth, whofe fon Dixy Windfoc, was his brother-in- 
law. He again rcprefentcd that borough in 1710. In 1713, when he was 
ehofcn forSaltaHi in Cornwall, probably by government intereft, but waved his 
feat in 1 7 14, on being eledted for Newton in Lancathire, through the intereft 
of Mr. Lt^h of Lime Park,in Chcftiire, whofe aunt, lady Clarke, was married to 
his brother Dr. Shippen, which place he continued to reprefent until his death. 
His paternal eftate was very fmall, not exceeding 400 a year, but he ob- 
tained 4 fortune of not Icfs than 70,000 by his wife, who was daughter and 
co-heirefs of Sir Richard Stote, knight, of the county of Northumberland, 
by whom he left no children. His way of living was in all refpedts limple 
and oeconomical. Before his^ marriage he never exceeded his income, and 
even afterwards his cxpences 'were hot proportionable to the largenefs of his 
eftate. ' 

For a Ihort period he had apartments in Holland-houfe, from whence he 
dates feveral of his letters to biftiop Attcvbury, with whom he maintained a 
conftant corrcfjwndcnce, during his exile *. And William Morrice mentions 
him in one of his letters as a perfon who continued fixed to his principles, 
^r as he exprefl'es himfelf, as honeft as ever. He feems to have had no country 
refidence, except a hired houfe on Richmond -hill, but made excurfions in 
fummer to his wife’s relations in Northumberland. His ufual place of abode 
was London, in the latter period of his life, in Norfolk Street, and his houfe 
was the rendezvous for perl'ons of rank, learning, and abilities ; his manner 
was pieafing and dignified, and his converfetion was replete with vivacity and 
wit. 

Shippen and Sir Robert Walpole had always a perfonal regard for each 
bther. He was frequently heard to fay, Robin and I arc two honcfl men. 
He is for king George, and I for king James, but thofe men with lon^ cravats 
(meaning Sanclys, Sir John Ruftiout, Gybbon, and others) only defire places, 
either under king George or king James. 

By the accouAts of thofe -f- who had heard him in the houfe of commons, 
his manner was highly energetic and ^irited as to fentiment and cxpfeffion ; 
but he generally l^kc in a low tone of voice, with too great rapidity, and 
held his glove before his mouth. His fpeeches ufually contained feme pointed 
period, which peculiarly applied to the fubjed in debate, and which he ut- 
tered wkh great animation. 

* lotercepted letters. Oxford Papers. f From the late earl of Orford, 

Shippen 
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Shippen publifhed feveral pamphlets, the titles of which I cannot af- Chapter 56* 
certain : he may be fuppofed to have obtained fome reputation as a poet, ^ i74^’ 
by the mention which Sheffield, duke of Buckingham, makes of him in his 
poem, “ The Eleftion of a Poet Laureat 

To Shippen, Apollo was cold with refpe<it. 

But faid in a greater.aflembiy he Ihin’d : 

As places were things he had ever declin’d. 

Shippen wrote two political poems. Fadion Difplayed, and Moderation 
Difplayed. In the firft he draws the charaders of the great Whig lortls, 
under the names of the principal Romans who were engaged in Catalinc’s 
confpiracy. This fatire is fevere and cauflic, 'but the lines are, in general, 
rough and inharmonious. The concluding pallagc, which refers to the death 
of the duke of Gloucefter, is not without merit 

So by the courfe of the revolving fpheres. 

Whene’er a new clifeover’d ftar appears ; 

Aftronomers, with pleafure and amaze, 

Upon the infant luminary gaze. 

They find their heavens enlarg’d, and wait from thence 
Some bicft, fome more than common influence i 
But fuddenly, alas ! the fleeting light 
Retiring, leaves their hopes involv’d in endlefs night. 

I-Iis wife was extremely penurious, and from a peculiarity of temper, un- 
willing to mix in focicty. She was much courted by queen Caroline, but hav- 
ing imbibed from her hulband a great independency of principle, oftenta-, 
tioufly affeded to decline all intercourfe with the court. 

The fortune which he received with his wife, and the money which he had 
faved, (^me to her on his death, in confequence of a compad, that the fur- 
vivor flmuld inherit the whole. As neither he nor any of his brothers left 
any fons, his paternal eftate pafled to his nephew Dr. Leyborne, principal of 
Albion-hall, Oxford, and Mr. Leybornci a merchant of the fadory at Lifbon. 

Shippen’s widow lived to a great age ; her infirmities being fuch as to prevent 
her making a will, her ample fortune therefore devolved on her filler Mrs. 

Dixie Wipdfor*. 

* Sbippen’s niece, Mifs Leyborne, was A collateral branch of the family of Shippen 
married to the Rev. Mr. Taylor, She was is fettled in E'hiladelphia^ one of them married 
mother Mrs. Willcs, widow of the late Laurens, who was prefident of the congrels^ 
learned and much refpefted judge, to whom and another, the American general Arnold, 

1 am principally indebted for thefe anecdotes: 

Vol.L 4R 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTY-SEVENTH: 

1741. 


Proceedings 
on the Aii(- 
triau fubfidy. 


April 8. 

King’s 

fpeeth. 


of Par/ument on ike Aujlrmi StihfiJy. —Grant of three hundred 
\lmfmd Pound, to the queen of Hungary. -Her Injlexikildy-and dijafrous 

Shuaiion. 

rf^ HE only parliamentary meafure in this 1 ‘eflion which deferves farther 
T notice Jas^ the grant of a fubfidy to the queen of Hungary, which 
r' ilv involved England in a war with France. It was undoubtedly neither 

or fentiments of the minifter. who had earncftly ex- 
\ rmfelf to brin‘>' about an accommodation between Pruffia and Auftria, 

^ nte a meafure calculated to encourage the obftinacy of Maria Therela 
1: r— ^ wavering L irrcfolu.e. But the vo« of 

I na^r Wly echoed the nncealing co- of opi>oht,on m favour of Marta 

II W hie tog was alarmed for his German domtmons, the major, ly 
^ n ^shinet iiiclined to vigorous meafures, and it was imagined that i ii:- 
toed reStiorcIi ^rliamcm to fnpport the boufe of Auftria would rntr- 
mtdate the tog of Pmflia, and induce him to lower his terms of actomm 

‘‘Irconfcquence of thefc prevailingfentiments. the tog opened the fubjeft 

f. S 1: fetoMtoh notice to yon of the death of the 

W K to^omailtaining of the balance of power, and the hberttes 
tkr, in order to occafion. The affurances I received from you, 

ST mrirU communication, wereperfcdly agreeable to that zal and 

lour which this parliament has always enerted in the lupport of the honour 
Vigour w men u H kinedoms, and of the common caufe. 

*“«'The w^r which has fince broke out, and been carried on in part of the 
1 ' • * the* various and entenfive claims which are pub- 

^ly Se ‘'oTIhc late Emperor’s fucceffion, are new events, that require 
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the utmoft care and attention, as they may involve all Europe in a bloody war, 
and in confequencet expofe the dominions of fuck princes as Jliall take part in fupport of 
the pragmatic fanSlion to initfiinent and imrHcdiate danger. The queen of Hungary 
has already made a vequifxtionof the twelve thoui'and men, exprel'sly ftipulatcd 
by treaty ; and thereupon I have demanded of the king of Denmark, and of 
the king of Sweden, as Landgrave of Hefle Caflcl, their refpedtiyc bodies of 
troops, confiftingof lix thoufand men each, to be in readinefs to march forth- 
with ro the alEltance of her Hungarian majefty. I am alfo concerting fuch 
further meafures as may obviate and difappoint the dangerous defigpsand at- 
tempts, that may be forming. Or carried on, in favour of any unjuft preten- 
fions, to the prejudice of the houfe of Auftria. In this complicated and un- 
certain ftate of things, many incidents may arife, during the time when, by 
reafon of the approaching conclufion of this parliament, it may be imjxoflible 
for me to have your advice and afliftance, which may make it neceffary for 
me to enter into ftill larger expcnces for maintaining the pragmatic fanc- 
tion. In a conjundture fo critical, I have thought it proper to lay thefc 
important confiderations before you; and to defire the concurrence of my 
parliament, in enabling me to contribute in the moll effedlual manner to the 
I'upport of the queen of Hungary, the preventing by all reafonable means 
the fubverfion of the houfe of Auftia, and to the maintaining the liberties 
and balance of power in Europe 

When the commons returned, Clutterbuck-j- recapitulated the occafion 
which had induced the king to make this apjxlication. He expatiated on 
the ambitious defigns of France, expofed the danger of Europe from the de- 
ftrudlion of the lioule of Auftria, the injuftice of Prufiia in the invafion of 
Silefia, and the wildom and propriety of afterting the pragmatic fandtion, 
and fulfilling their engagements with tlie houfe of Auftria. As by this 
condudV, he obferved, the king would expofe his eledcoral dominions, and 
as the danger would be increafed not by any difputcs with the neighbouring 
princes, but by his iirmnefs in afterting the general rights of Fairope, and as 
the conlequences of this condudt would be chiefly beneficial to Great Bri- 
tain, the houfe ought to fujxport him in the jrrot’ecution of this defigiT ; He 
concluded, “ I hope every gentleman in this hout'e, will agree with me, that 
we ought to declare our approbation of thelc mcaliircs, in fuch terms as may 
Ihew the world, that thofe who fliall dar? toobfti udb tlicm, mull rcfolve to 
incur the refentment of this nation, and expofe themfelves to all the oppo- 

■* Journals, Chamlkr. + A lord of tlic treafnry. 
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Period VIL fition that t!ie parliament of Great Britain can fend forth againft them. We 
1737101743. ought, to pronounce that the territories of flanover will be confidered on 
this occafion as the dominions of Knj’land, and that any attack on one or the 
other will be equally refented. I therefore move, that an humble addrefs be 
prefented, “ to exprefs our dutiful fenle of his majeity’s regard f6r the rights of 
the queen of Hungary, and tor maintaining the pragmatic fandiion } to de- 
clare our concurrence in the prudent meafures, which his majefty is purfuing 
for the prel'ervation of the liberties and balance of power in Eurojiej to ac- 
knowledge his majetty’s wifdom and refolution, in not fuffering himfelf to 
be diverted from tteadily pertevering in bis juft purpofes of fulfilling his en- 
gagements with the houfe of Auftt ia*.” 

Fox fupported the addrefs, and obl’crved, “ If the propofed oppofition to 
the king of Prufiia fhould incite him, or any other power, to an invafion of 
his majefty’s foreign dominions, we cannot refufe them our proteiftionand affift- 
ance ; for as they fuffer for the caufe which .we engaged to fupport, and fuffer 
only by our mealurcs, wc are, at leaft as allies, obliged by the laws of equity, 
and the general compaAs of mankind, to arm in their defence ; and what 
may be claimed by the common right of allies, we fttall furely not deny 
them, only becaufe they own the fame monarch with ourfelves.” 

As for fome time tlie opjiofition had been clamorous in arraigning the 
minifter for not fupporting the queen of Hungary, they could not confiftently 
refift the motion. But fortunately, the expreflion in the Ipecch alluding to 
Hanover, and the fpecific declaration of the member who moved the addrefs, 
that the king’s German dominions were the objeft of defence, gave them an 
opportunity of defcanting on the popular topic of Hanoverian intereft, with- 
out appealing to decry the propriety of fupporting the pragmatic fandion, 
or arraigning the principles on which the motion was founded, 

Pulteney readily allowed the ambitious defigns of France, and the necef- 
fity of counterading them. He then oblerved, that the only liopes of ef- 
feding that beneficial purpofc refted on the houfe of Auftria. For this rea- 
fon the uniform exertions of this country had been employed in aggrandifing 
that power, as a counterpoife to the increafing weight of the houfe of Bour- 
bon, But this wife plan was wholly overturned, and the fabric which this 
country had fb long and fo afliduoufly laboured to ered, was at once de- 
ftroyed, by the treaty of Hanover, and from that time, almoft to the pre- 
fent moment, almoft all our exertions had been uniformly direded to the 


&nie 


*' Gentleman’s Magazine for 1741, 
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{ame n^ifchicvous purpofe. " By what impulfe,” he addcc^, “ or by what Chapter. 57. 
infatuation, thefe aliertors of liberty, thefe enemies of France, thefe guar- »74«* 
dians of the balance of power, were on the fudden prevailed on to declare t— i-k— ■■ i-#’ 
in favour of the power whom they had fo long thought it their chief intereft 
and higheft honour to oppofe, mull be difcovered by fagacity fuperior to 
mine. But after fuch perplexity of councils, and fuch fluifluation of con- 
dudl, if our concurrence is neceflary to increafe his majefty’s influence on 
the continent, to animate the friends of the hout'e of Auilria, or to reprcfs 
the difturbers of the public tranquillity, I fliall willingly unite with tlic mod 
zealous advocates for the adminiftration in any vote of approbation or affid- 
ance, not contrary' to the adt of fettlement, that important and well con- 
certed aft, by which the prcfent family was advanced to the tiirone, and by 
which it was provided that England lhall never be involved in a war for’ 
the enlargement or proteftion of the dominions of Hanover, dominions from 
wiiich we never expefted nor received any benefit, and for which therefore 
nothing ought to be either fufl'ered or hazarded. 

“ Jf it Ihould again be neceflary to form a confederacy, and to unite the 
powers of Eurofic againd the houfe of Bourbon, that ambitious and reftlels 
family, by which the repofe of the world is almoft every day interrupted, 
which is incefl'antly labouring againd the happinefs of human nature, and 
fccking every hour an opportunity of new encroachments, I declare that 1 
fliall not only, with the greated cheerfulnefs, bear my fliare of the public 
expence, but endeavour to reconcile others to their part of the calasnitics. 
of .ar. This I have advanced, in confidence that fulRcient care fliall be 
taken, that in any new alliance, wc fliall be parties, not principals; that the 
cxpence of war, as the advantage of viftory^, lhall be common ; and tlut 
thofe who unite w'ith us fliall be our allies, not our mercenaries.” 

The reply of the miniftcr was fpecific and manly ; ” We arc obliged, by 
this treaty, to fupply the houfe of Auftria with twelve thoufand men, and 
the Dutch, who were eng^ed in it, by our example, have promifed a fupply 
of five thoufand. This force, joined to thofe armies which the large do- 
minions of that family enable them to raife, were conceived fufficient to 
repel any enemy by whom their rights fhould be invaded. But becaufe 
in affairs of fuch importance nothing is to be left to hazard, becaufe 
the prefervation of the cquipoife of power,, on which tl\e liberties of al- 
moft all mankind, who can call themfclves free, mud be acknowledged to 
depend, ought to be rather certain, than barely probable ; it is flipulatcd 
farther, both by the Didch and ourlclves, that if the fupplics fpccifted in 
the ferft article fliall appear infufficient, wc lhall unite our whole force in 
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Perioti vn. tJie defence of our ally, and ftruggle once more for independence, with ar- 
17^7101742, dour proportioned to tl»e importance of our caufe. , 

» ' “ By theie fl:i])ulations, no engagements have been formed that can be 

imagined to have been prohibited by the aft of fettlement, by which it 
is provided, that the houfe of Hanover fliall not plunge this nation into a 
war, for the fake of their foreign dominions, without the confent of the 
parliament ; for this war is by no means entered upon for the particular 
iecurity of Hanover, but for the general advantage of Europe, to reprefs the 
ambition of the French, and to preferve ourfelves and our pofterity from 
the moll abject dependance upon a nation, exafperated againll us by a long 
oppofition and hereditary hatred, 

“ Nor is the aft of fettlement only preferved unviolated, by the reafons 
of the prefent alliance, but by the regular concurrence of the parliament, 
which his majefty has deli red, notwdthftanding his indubitable right of mak- 
ing peace and war by his own authority. I cannot, therefore, imagine upon 
what pretence it can be urged tliat the law, which rec^uires that no war (hall 
be made on account of the Hanoverian dominions without the confent of 
parliament is violated, when it is evident that the war is made upon other 
motives, and the concurrence of the parliament is folemnly defired.” 

Sandys having made the fame objeftion as Pulteney, and oblerved that 
the motion was inconfiftent with the truft repofed in the commons by the 
conllitution, w'ho ow'c allegiance to the king of Great Britain and not to 
the eleftor of Hanover, w'as anlweretl by Horace Walpole, who defended 
the treaty of Hanover. After a few remarks from Viner, againft the pro- 
priety of oppofing the king of Pruffia’s demands, before they were fully un- 
'■I'^rftood, lord Gage concluded the debate by obferving, “ I have always 
been taught that allegiance to my prince is confiftent with fidelity to my 
country, that the intereft of the king and the people of Great Britain is 
the fame, and that he only is a true fubjeft of the crown, who is a fteady pro- 
Tnoter of the happinefs of the nation. 

“ For this reafon I think it neceiliirj' to declare, that Hanover is always to 
be confidered as a fovereignty Uparate from that of England, and as a coun- 
try w'ith fews and interefts diltinft from our’s ; and that it is the duty of 
the reprelentatives of this nation, to take care that interefts fo different 
may never be confounded, and that England may incur no expence of w'hich 
Hanover alone can enjoy the advantage. If the eleftor of Hanover ftioulcl 
be engaged in war witli any of the neighbouring fovereigns, who (hould be 
enabled by a viftory to enter into the country, and carry the terrors of war 
throxigh all his territories, it would by no means be neceflary for , this na- 
tion 
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tion to intcrpofe i for the cledlor of Hanoyer might lolc his dominions with- 
out any difaclvantage or djfhonour to tl^e king or people of England.” 

It was evident that the minority, in making thefe obfervations, did not 
intend to oppofe the motion, but only to caft a reproach upon adminillra- 
tion ; for the qtieftion was carried without a divifion *. 

The addrefs being carried, the minifter moved for an aid of 300,000 to 
the queen of Hungary. He briefly ftated the necelfity of preventing the 
.difmemberraent of the Auftrian dominions, in which the interefts of Great 
Britain were ncccllarily involved. SliipjX'n oppofed the motion, in a i'peech 
replete with larcaftic irony. He faid, “ though it cannot be expected I 
have forgotten the refentment which 1 have formerly drawn upon myfelf by 
an open declaration of my fentirnents with regard to Hanover -f, I Hand 
up again with equal confidence, to make my proteflafions againft any inter- 
pofition in tlie affairs of that country, and to avow my diffike of the promife 
lately made to dclcnd it: A promife, inconfiftent, in my opinion, wHth that 
important and inviolable law, the aft of fettlemcnt ! A promife, which, 
if it could have been foreknown, would, perhaps, have for ever precluded from 
the fucceflion, that illuftrious family, to which we owe fuch numberlel's 
bleflings, fuch continued felicity. Far Ire it from me to infinuate that wc 
can be too grateful to his majefty, or too zealous in our adherence to him ; 
only let us remember that true gratitude confiflrs in real benefits, in pn)- 
moting the true interefl; of him to whom w'c are indebted j and llirely, by 
hazarding the welfare of Great Britain in defence of Hano\'er, we (hall vciy 
little confult the advantage or promote the greatnefs of our king. 

“ It is well known how inconfidcrablc in the fight of thole, by whom tlie 
fucceflion was eftabliflied, Hanover appeared, in comparifon with Great ' 
Britain. Thole men, to whom even their enemies have fcldom denied praife 
for knowledge and capacity, and who have been fo loudly celebrated by 
many who have joined in the lall addrcls,»for their honeft zeal, and the love 
of their country, enafted, that the king of Great Britain lit ould never vilit 
thole important territories, which w'e have fo folcmnly jtromired to defend, 
at the hazard of their happinefs. It was evidently their defigii that our 
fovereign, engrofled by the care of his new fubjefts, a care which, as they 
rcafonably imagined, would arife from gratitude lor dignity and power fo 
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* It is remarkable that Chandler has omit- 
ted to mention this debate, although it is given 
in the Gentleman’s Magazine, from w.hich 
publication he took the fucceediug debate. 
»-Tindal (lightly alludes to it, in a manner, 


however, which authent'eates the account in 
the (jentleruaii’s Magazine. Neither Sttioi- 
Ictt or Bellham take the leaft notice of it. 

f Alluding to his commitmcrit to tiie tower. 
Sec cliup. 17. p. 112 
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liberally eoftfcrred, fliould in time forget that corner of the earth, on which 
his anceftors had refided, and act, not as elector of Hanover, but as king of 
Great- Britain, as the governor of a mighty nation, and the lord of lat^c 
dominions, 

It was exprcfsly determined, that this nation fliould never be involved 
in a war for the defence of the dominions on the continent, and doubt lefs the 
fame policy that has reftrained us from extending our conquetts in coun» 
tries, from which fome advantages might be received, ought to forbid all ex~ 
penfive and hazardous mcafurcs, for the fake of territories from whence no 
benefit can be reaped 

Viner followed Shjppen in oppofing the grant, and after confidering the 
difputc between Aullria and Pruflia as a bulincfs in which England had no 
immediate concern, exclaimed, “ Are we to ftand up fingly in defence of 
the prismatic fanclion, to fight the quarrel of others, or live in perpetual 
war that our neiglibours may be at peace ?” 

The miniftcr and his friends took no notice of the indecorous allufions in 
Shippen’s fpeech, but defended the motion on the ground of national faith. 
After a few obfervations from Pultcney, who fupported the expediency of the 
meafure, and fome farther remarks from the. miniller, the queftion was car- 
ried without a divifion. 

This grant, liowcver founded on juftice and confiftent with national honour, 
muft be lamented as premature, becaufe it fruftrated the Wife plan which 
Walpole was forming for the pacification of Germany. He law and lamented 
the difficulties which prevented an accommodation with Pruffiaj he Itrongly 
inculcated the neceffity of a grand confederacy againft France, and confeious 
that all alliances to that purpofe would prove inefficient and incffeftual un- 
lefs Pruffia was included, he laboured to overcome the pertinacious refin- 
ance of the queen of Hungary. By bis diredion Horace Walpole had fre- 
quent conferences with count Oftein J, the Imperial miniller in London j in 
which he fully explained the Hate of Europe, the defigns of France, and the 
peculiar lituation of England. He reprefented in fuch ftrong terms the fatal 
confetiueuces to be apprehended from the hoftility of the king of Pruffia, 
and the good effeds to be derived from his alliances, as fully convinced the 
Autlrian miniller. Ollcia declared his ready affont to the force of thefe argu- 

* Ciandler, Ipccch to the iirli felBon of the next parlia- 

f Ibid. This debate is greatly mifrepre- ment See BcKham, vol. 2. p. 44. 46. 
lentcd by Belfliain. He obl'erves, “Honbst J Letter from Horace Walpole to the duke 
SHfPi'gw wiljf ventured to oppofe this wild of Cumberland, Nov. 29, 1746. Walpole 
and wanton wafte of public money,” To Papers. ’ 

. fupportthis aflertionhe has transferred Viner’s 


ments. 
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. meats, iitt(i protnire 4 tQ place them in To favourable a light as Ihoukl Induce chapter 57, 
the queen to dole with the proportions of Pruffia. But this defign was <741. 
fatally countera6»d by the fpirit of Maria Therefa, by her reliance on the 
promifes of France, and particularly by the ill-judged enthufiafm of the Bri- 
tifli nation, which called loudly for the moil adive exertions in her favour. 

The vote of £. 300,000 had fcarcely palled the commons, before lord 
Carteret aflured Oftein, that the grant of that fubfidy was not owing to the 
good difpofition of the miniflry, but extorted by the unanimous call of 
parliament, and the general voice of the people. Accordingly, the Auftrian 
minifter inftantly changed his opinion, and inftcad of feconding the efforts of 
Walpole to perfuade his miftrefs to enter into an accommodation with the king 
of Pruffia, encouraged her to perfevere in rejedling his demands, becaule the 
Britifli nation would pour out the laft drop of their blood, and Ipend their 
laft penny in fupport of herjufl; caufe*. 

In coniequence of her inflexibility, the king of PrufTia continued his in- Difaftrons 
roads ; he over-ran and conquered the remaining part of Silefia, and the ftatcof tte 
grand confederacy, planned and confoHdated by France, attacked the Auftrian 
dominions on all tides. The elector of Bavaria, at the head of 70,000 troc^, 
took Paflau and Lintz, fummoned Vienna to furrender, made himfelf matter 
of Bohemia, was inaugurated king at Prague, and expeited every moment 
his elevation to the Imperial throne. Two French armies poured like a 
torrent over the countries of Germany. The one, under marlhal Broglio, 
joined the eleiftor of Bavaria, and took polTeflion of Prague ; the other, led 
by ntarlhal Mailicbois, hovered on the banks of the* Rhine, and threatening 
to Ij^read thcmfelves over Weftphalia, awed the cle<ftorate of Hanover, and 
compelled George the Second to defert . Maria Therefa, and to accept a 
neutrality, which was condemned both at home and abroad as a fcandalous 
and pufillanimous mealure. 

The king of Sardinia threatened hoftilities, and a Spaniflx army, under the- 
marquis of Montemar, marched from Naples towards the frontiers of the Mi- 
lanele ; while the infant, Don Philip, at the head of a confiderable corps, was 
preparing to penetrate through Dauphine and Savoy, into Auftrian Lom- 
bardy. 

Maria Therefa, defertecl by RulIIa and the United Provinces, and by all 
her allies, except Great Britain, quitted Vienna, which was preparing for a 
ficge, took refuge at Prefhurg, and threw herfelf on the afiedion and zeal of 
her Hungarian fubjeds. \iCoin|^kd by imperious ncceflity, ftie pUrchafed 

* Horace Walpole to t^e duke of Cumberland. Walpole Papen. 
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Period VII. neutrality of PjruflTia, by the ccffion of Lower Silcfia, Her (ttuatioft was 
•1737101742. truly deplorable, and her difaftei’s rebounded on the tninifter. To his 
finifter aufpices it was attributed that the conftcllation of the houfc of Bour- 
bon feemed afc.ending to its zenith, and the ftar of England and Auftria 
declining towards the horizon. 


CHAPTER THE FIFTY-EIGHTH^ 


1741. 

Dijfolution of Parliament. —-State of the Minijlry. — JValpole deferied or fe* 
cretly thwarted by many of his former Friends.— Succefsful Exertions of the 
Oppofition. — Wefminfer EleBion. — Schifm in the Cabinet. — Neutrality of 
Hanover.— Supinenefs of Walpole.— Clamours againf him. 


Clofe of the 
parikment. 


Conteft of 
2»8ities. 


May 7." 

The king 
gpes to Ha- 
nover. 


O N the 25th of April, the king put an end to the laft feflion of this 
parliament, in a Ipeech from the throne, in which, after thanking them 
for the zeal with which they had fupported the meafures of government, he 
added, “ I will immediately ^ve the necetFary orders for calling a new par- 
liament. There is not any thing 1 fet fo high a value upon, as the love and 
aflfeflion of my people j in which I have fo entire a confidence, that it is 
with great latisfa<ftion, I fee this opportunity put into their hands, of giving 
me frefti proofs of it, in the choice of their reprefentatives 

Writs were iffued for eleding a new houfc of commons, returnable the 
a^th of June. 

On the e3q)lration of the parliament commenced the ftruggle of the con- 
tending parties, which was to terminate in the removal, or the firm eftablilh- 
ment of Walpole. 

Notwithftanding a ftrong remonftrance from Sir Robert Walpole, the king 
embarked for his German dominions. 

The minifter was left in a precarious fituation, to manage the eleftions, in 


Precarious fi- the midft of an unfuccefsful war, at variance with the majority of the ca- 
tuation of 

* Journals, vol. 12. p. 3 jy. 


binet. 
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binet, and with the general fpirit of the nation againll him, at a time chapter 58, 
when the fears of Jacobitiftn, and the dread of a popifti Pretender, had 1741. 
begun to fubfide. In this emergency, either betrayed by his pretended 
friends, deferred by thofe who ought to have fupperted him, deceived in 
imj^ining that the triumphant majority which had thrown out the motion 
to remove him, was an indication of the people’s alFeftion, or conceiving 
that a firm coalition between the Tories and difaffefted Whigs, could not 
take place in time to oppofe him, he abandoried himfelf to an inconfideratc 
fecurity, and negleded to take his ufual precautions. 

The firft great oppofition to government took its rife in the city of Contefted 
Weflminfter, where the court was fuppofed to poffefs an unbounded in- 
lluence. It had been ufual for the eleftors to return the two mem- 
Wrs who were recommended by the crown. The reprefentatives in the 
laft parliament were. Sir Charles Wager, firft lord of the admiralty, and lord 
Sundon, a lord of the treafury ; and it was fuppofed that they would have 
been rechofen as ufual, without oppofition. But lord Sundon was very un- 
popular: he had been raifed from a low condition to an Irilh peerage, 
through the intereft of his wife, who had been favourite bed-chamber woman 
to queen Caroline. The other candidate. Sir Charles Wager, was unexcep- 
tionable, both in his public and private character, but his attachment to the 
minifter was a fufficient objection. 

Some eledors of Weftminfter propofed, vety' uncxpededly, admiral Ver- 
non, then in the height of his popularity, and Mr. Irwin, a private gentle- 
man of confiderable fortune. Tlie oppofition at firft defpifed, became for- 
midable ; and Sir Charles Wager being fummoned to convoy the king to 
Holland, the management, of the eledion was entrufted to ignorant veftty- 
men and violent juftices. The party in oppofition to the court candidates^ . 
became very turnultuous. The majority of the eledors were decidedly in fa- 
vour of the minifterial candidates, but lord Sundon was im{)rudently advifed 
to clofe the jx)!!, to order a party of guards to attend, and while the military 
power furrounded the huftings, the high bailiff returned him and Sir Charles 
Wager. This imprudent condud highly exafperated the populace; the 
guards were infultcd, Sundon was attacked, and narrowly efeaped with 
life. , 

The example of the oppofition at Weftminfter, diffufed a general fpirit AtHioihci 
throughout the kingdom, and violent contefts were excited in all quarters, 

Large fums of money for fupporting^ the expences were fubferibed by Pul- 
teney, the ducliet's of Marlborough, and the prince of Wales, w'ho contradled 
great debts on this memorable occafion, and the managei-s of oppofition enr- 

4 S 2 ployed , 
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FeriodVIl. ployed this nwcpjcy with great advantage. Lord Falmouth gained over 
i737toi742. many of the Cornifll' boroughs, which had ufually returned the members 
recommendadtby the crown : The duke of Argyle exerted himfeif with fuch 
.effect iu Scotkiid, that he baffled all the efforts of his brother, the earl of 
Hay, who Ivad long managed the intcreft of the crown in that quartern and 
the majority of Scottilh members, who had formed a Itrong phalanx in favour 
of government, were now ranged on the contrary fide. Thefe acquifi- 
tions were conlldercd by oppofition as a fure omen of fuccefs ; and Doding* 
ton, in a letter to the duke of Argyle, drew a comparative ftatement of tlie 
two fides, in the future parliament, highly unfavourable to the miniftcrial 
party *. He jullly obferved, that a nrajority of lixteen, which was the ut- 
niofl that the moft I'anguine friends of the minifter could entertain hopes of 
forming at the commencement of the iefflon, would foon become a mino- 
rity. He laid down a plan of conduct and attack, which was wifely formed, 
and ably executed, the homogeneous parts were confolidated, and the whole 
phalanx, however divided and difeordant in other refpefts, moved on uni- 
formly to one great oltyed, the removal of the minifter. 

Clamours Many caufes concurred, in the prefent crifis, to render the efforts of 
a^inft the Walpole for fecuring a fufficient majority in the new parliament ineffec- 

minifter. continued fo long in full power, that many, like the 

fubjetfts of the Pope during a long reign, pined far a new adminiftration, 
from a mere defire of change. Others formed dreams of future fplendour and 
happinefs, which were to beam on the nation, when the minifter was re- 
moved; that minifter, who was ftyled the father of corruption, who was ac- 
cufed of fquandering the public money, and of drawing from the plunder of 
his devoted country, fuch immenfe riches as no individual had ever before 
amaffed ; who alone prevented the fuppreffion of numerous taxes^ the aboli- 
tion of the national debt, and obftruded thofe plans of reform, which 
were to reftore credit and dignity to the king and parliament. His fall was 
fo produce a new aira, the revival of the golden age ; a junftion of all parties 
was to take place, tmd the fovereign, inftead of being the chief of a fed, was 
to become at once the ftitber of his people, and to reign in the hearts of his 
fubjeds. Thefe notions were induftrioufly circulated, and greedily (wal- 
lowed by the deluded populace, until his removal became an objed of na- 
tional concern* 

The popular clamour for a war with Spain had been fo violent, that the 
refinance of the minifter was deemed a fhameful pulillanimity and dereltdiqn 

V podington to the duke pf Ai^le, June iS, 1741. Cmre^ndence. 

of 
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of na^onal honour, and became the favdurite theme of fatire knd contutnelj^, Chapter $8; 
both in profe and rhyme. “ Sir Robert Walpole,” as Burke juftly obfervas, J 74 »* 

“ was forced into the war in 1739, by the people, who were inflamed to tliis 
meafure, by the moft leading politicians, by the firfl: oratorsi.and the greateft 
poets of tlie times. For that war Pope fung his dying notes. For that war 
Johnfon, in more energetic {trains, employed the voice of his early genius. 

For- that war Glover diftinguilhed himfclf in the way in which his merit was 
the moft natural and happy. The crowd readily followed the politicians, 
in the ciy' for a war which threatened little bloodflied, and which promifed 
vidtories, that were attended with fomething more folid than glory. A war 
with Spain was a war of plunder 

But even thofe whoadted with him laboured to undermine his power. Schifrain 
Wilmington wHlied his downfall, trufting that if that event fliould take place, the cabinet* 
he Ihould fucceed as firft lord of the trea^ur}^ He caballed with the 
principal leaders of oppofition, and in a letter to Dodington, congratulated 
him on his fuccefs in the eledtions of Melcomb and Weymouth, againft the 
candidates fupported by the minifter. Newcaftle, who had hitherto adted 
an underpart, afpircd to be leader of the Whigs, and flattered himfelf that 
on the removal of Walpole, a confiderable addition of power would be placed 
in his hands. He had even made clandeftine overtures to the djuke of 
Argylc, which had been difclofed to the minifter 

Tlie minifter was alfo greatly embarraffed with the condudt of foreign CocJnefs of 
affairs, on which be was not always confidentially confultcd. The negotia- tlieking. 
tion which fettled the neuWality of Hanover, was begun and nearly con- 
cluded, not only without his approbation, but almoft without his know- 
ledge §. The firft pofitive information he received of it, was a private letter 
from the king, which was delivered to him in the prefence of the duke 
of Newcaftle, to whom he never difclofed the contents (|. He was ap- 
prehenfive left the nation Ihould impute to him a meafure fo extremely 
unpopular. He complained that lord Harrington, the fecretary of ftate who 
attended the king to Hanover, had not given earlier notice to the cabinet of 
England, and he told a foreign agent that the neutrality of Hanover was 
compulfory, and could not affeft England. . On mature refiedioii, however, 
he appreciated the necefllty of the meafure, and though diflTatisfied with 

* Thoughts on a Regicide Per.ee. || Dnkc Of Newcaffle loft! Hardwicke. 

f Corrdpoodence, May i6, 1741* July 19, 1741. Hardwicke Papers. 

J Etough, from Sir Robert Walpole. ^ Zambini to baron Halfang. Orford 

§ From the earl. of Hardwicke.. Papers. 
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*tlie commencement of the negotiation, approved and fandloned its con- 
clyfion. 

Every means was now employed to traduce bis character. The moft 
calumnious reports were invented and difFufed. It was rumoured that ad- 
niiral Haddock had orders to avoid meeting and intercepting the Spanifli 
tranfports carrying tropps to Italy, for the purpofe of taking pofleffion of 
Tufeany, Parma, and Placentia, for Don Philip, under the guaranty of Eng- 
land, Even fuch wild and abfurd fiflions that he had betrayed to Fleury 
and Patinho, the projedted operations againft Spain, and that he received 
from thole miniflers large remittances to bribe the parliament, were auda- 
ciqufly advanced, and confidently believed. 

The minifter had been no fooner forced into the war, than the mode of con- 
ducing it became an objedt of obloquy and cenfure. Violent murmurs 
were diffiifed throughout the nation, groiinded on the ill fuccefs of the war, 
the l<jfs of the commerce with Spain, of which thofe who forced the minifter to 
commence hoftilities moft loudly complained ; the neutrality of Hanover 
was reprefented as inconfiftent with the dignity and intcrefts of England, 
and falfcly imputed to him. To thefe immediate caufes of complaint were 
added apprehcnlions of future evils j the conclufion of a dilhonourabie 
peace witli Spain was faid to be in agitation, of which the bafis.^was to be 


♦ Thefe idle reports were repeated in an 
infamous pamphlet, iutitlcd, “ A Key to fome 
iatc important Tranfa<Sions^ in fcveral Letters 
irom a certain Great Man, nobody knows 
where, wrote nobody knows when, and di- 
reeied to nobody knows who/’ 1^74^’ Iw 
Memoirs of Madame Pompadour, is inferted a 
pretended letter from Sir Robert Walpole, to 
cardinal Fleury, requefting 3 millions of livres, 
to bribe the Englith pariiament. ** Je paxe 
im fubfidc a la moitio dii parlement pour le 
tenir dans les bornes pacitiqiies : mais comme 
le roi n’a pas alUz d’argent, & queceux a qui 
;e n’en donne point le declarent ouvertement 
pour la guerre, il conviendroit que v6tre emi- 
nerne nxe fit pafler troIs-raiUions-tournoi??, 
pour tliminutr la voix de ceux que orient le 
plus fort. L’or eft un metail ici qui adoncit 
le fang trop belliqueux. il iPy a point de 
gvierricr foiigueux dans le parlemenr, qu’une 
pen (ion de deux -milleJiy res ne rende tres pa- 
cift<]ue. Ni plus ni moins, ft PAngleterre fe 
declare, 11 voiis faudra paYer des Yubfides aux 
puidances pour faire la b.illancf, fans compter 
.que les fuccis de la guerre peuvent fitre incer- 
taiiis ; au lieii qipcn m^eUvoiant de Pargent, 


vous achetez la paix do la preihicre main, &c. 

Memoircs de Pompadour, tom. i. p, § 3 . 
I fhall employ no time in difeufting this letter, 
tlxe numerous falfities and abl'urdities of wliich 
exhibit the ftrongeft internal evidence that 
it is a forgery. It would not have been worth 
while to notice fuch a letter, inferted in a 
fpurious publication, had it not been quoted 
as autbintic, by the anonymous biographer of 
the carl of Chatham, with a malicious inten- 
tion (v. I, p. and had not the ingenious 
amhorof‘‘ Anecdotes of diftinguiftied Perfons," 
recently given his fanilion to this unfounded 
rumour. The cardinal, like our excellent 
minifter Sir Robert Walpole, was forced 
‘‘ imo an expcnfivc and ruinous war by the 
‘‘ clamour of fadion, and the folly pfthepeo- 
“ pie. On the cardinal’s part, indeed, he had 
‘‘ taken the moft tffecftual method of keeping 
“ the two great nations of France and England 
“ in perfect liamion y with one another : J/r ufed 
“ to remii to Sir Robert a certain /urn of money 
“ oi'cajioually^ to he diflributed amongji ino/e vJiSy 
“ from dif apt ointment and a love of revenge ^ ^vere 
“ likely in this country to counter ah his pacific in* 
“ tentionsn^* Vol. 4. p. ^39. 
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the reftitutioh of Gibraltar and Minoi'ca; the aggrandifefncnt of France, the, 
abafement of the houfe of Auftria, the eflablithment of the eleiftor of Bava- 
ria on tlie throne of the Empire, who would always remain attached to 
the houfe of Bourbon, and the guaranty of Parma to Don Philip, which 
Id be a fhamcful breach of the guaranty of the pragmatic lanftion. 

The mijority by which the motion to remove him was rejc(fted, the death 
of Sir William Wyndham, and tlie retreat of Bolingbroke into France, ren- 
dered him indolent, and infpired him with too much confidence in the fup- 
port of the king, and in the ftrength of his friends, “ His fuccefs on this 
occafion,” as a contemporary pamphleteer juftly exprefles himfelf, ■“ threw 
him into a lethargy of power. He imagined that the breach between the 
Whigs and the Tories was too great to be repaired during the time of 


Chapter 58. 



Supinenefs of 
the miniller* 


electing a new parliament j he thought that it would daily become wider; he 
feems to have miflaken the motives which induced the Tories to a(fl as they 
did, and formed too favourable a judgment of the temper and fpirit mani- 
fefted by the people on that unjuft motion. He gave them time to recon- 
cile this temporary ebb, and fufiered the popular opinion againft him to flow 
back again with increafing violence 

While the minifter laboured under this prefTure of great unpopularity ; Aftivity of 
while he was arraigned for the meafures of others, of which he was accufed opi>ofition. 
of being the foie diredtor ; while the cabinet was divided, and the fupport 
from the crown fo feeble ; the exertions on the fide of government were ina- 
dequate to the vigorous efforts made by of>pofition. The Tories and Jaco- 
bites w'ere reconciled with the difafiedted Whigs, and all united to demolifh 
their common enemy. Letters from the Pretender were circulated among 
the Jacobites and high Tories, exhorting them to ufe all their efforts for the 
purpofe of the difgrace of Sir Robert Walpole ; and fuch was the temper 
of the people, that his fall became the open or fecret wifli of all parties. 


* A View of the whole Conduft of a late 
Eminent Patriot, p. 148. 

f From lord Ortord.— -Etoiigh alfo, in a 
letter to Horace Walpole, fays, “ The Preten- 
der, as this your great brother politively alTured 
me, to his certain knowledge, fent at an 


hundred letters, which were tranfmitted to hir 
friends, in November 1741* The purport of 
them was to engage them to ufe all poiiible eif- 
dcavours, in order to compals Walpole’s dc?* 
molition.” Walpole Papers. 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTY-NINTH: 
i74I-!^i742. 


of Tarliament, --^Complexion of the new Houfe of Commom.—King^s 
Speech.— ‘IValpole permits an Alteration Jo he made in the Addrefs.— Small 
Majority in Favour of , the BoJJiney EleSion. — ^he Appointment of a Chair- 
man of the Committee of EleSion carried againfi him.—Lofes the Quejiion of 
the Wejlnuifier EleSlion.— Adjournment of the Houfe.— IneffeSlual Attempt to 
. detach :the Prince of IV ales from the Oppoftion.— Houfe again ajfembles. — IF a/- 
pole lofes the Chippenham EleSlion.— Adjournment of the Houfe of Commons^ 
at the King's Requejl. — Sir Robert fValpole created Earl of Orfordy and rejigns. 
<-<-Affelling interview with the King.—Re^et of his Friends. 

T H E new parliament affembled on the 4th of December j when Ar- 
»thur Onflow was recliofen Ipeaker. On the 8 th, the king made a 
ipeech from the throne. He laid : 

“ It is always a great fatisfadion to me to meet you affembled in parlia- 
ment ; and efpecially at this time, when the pofture of affairs makes your 
•counfrl and afliftance fo ncceffary ; and when by means of the new eledions, 
I may have an opportunity of knowing the more immediate fenfe and difpo- 
fltion of my people in general, from their ieprefentatives chofen, during a 
feafon, which has been attended with a great variety of incidents of the 
greateft confequcnce and expedlation, and during the courfe of the war, in 
which we are engaged with the crown of Spain i a war, in itfelf, juft and 
necelfiuy, entered into by the repeated advice of both houfes of parliament, 
and particularly recommended to me, to be carried on in America, which has 
been my principal care. I can therefore make no doubt, but that you are 
met together, fully fenfible of our prefent fituation, and prepared to give 
me fuch advice, as fliall be moft conducive to the honour and true intcreft 
of iny crown and kingdoms.” 

He next mentioned the powerful confederacy formed r^ainft the queen 
of Hungary, &c. “ Had other powers,” he faid, “ that were under the like 
engagements with me, anfwered the juft expedlations they had fo folemnly 
2 . given. 



689 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

given, the fupport of the common caufl* had been attended with lefs diffi- Chapter 59. 

culty. I have, purfuant to the advice of my parliament, ever fince the death 

of the late Emperor, exerted myfclf in fupport of the houle of Auftria. I - 

have endeavoured, by the moft proper and early applications, to induce other 

powers that were equally engaged with me, and united by common intereft, 

to concert fuch meafures as fo important and critical a conjunfture required ; 

and where an accommodation feemed to me to be neceflary, 1 laboured to 

reconcile thofe princes, whofe union would have been the moft effcdual 

means to prevent the mifehiefs that have hapjiened, and the beft fecurity for 

the fafety and intereft of the whole. Although my endeavours have not 

hitherto had the defired effed, I cannot but ftill hope, that a- juft fenfe.of 

the common and approaching danger will produce a more favourable turn 

in the counfels of other nations.” He then exhorted parliament to put the 

nation in a condition of aflifting its friends, defeating its enemies in any 

attempts they might make againft him or his dominions, and concluded 

with an exhortation, that they would ad with unanimity, vigour, and dif- 

patch 

The remarkable caution with which the king had always mentioned any 
thing relating to his allies, made this fpeech the more noticed, and it was 
generally fuppofed not to have been didafed by the minifter f, a circumftance 
which feemed to demonftrate, that there was a preponderating party againft 
him in the cabinet. 

It foon appeared from the complexion of the houfc, and the condud of piocedijigs, 
the minifter, that his power and influence were on tlie declinq. An addrefs 
of thanks being propofed by Henry Herbert, fome of the oppotition objeded 
to a claufe, “ for returning his majefty the thanks of this houfe, for his royal 
care in profecuting the war with Spain.” Sir Robert Walpole now felt, for 
the firft time, the awkwardnefs of his fituation, and he appeared “ fliorn of 
his ftrength.” Inftead of oppofing with fpirit any alteration in the ad- 
drefs, and manfully declaring that the misfortunes of the war could not be 
charged upon government, he'attcmptcd to palliate the loflcs which the 
nation had fuffered, and to lliew that the war had not been fo unfuccefsful 
as it was reprefented, and weakly agreed, for the fake of unanimity, to 
omit the paragraph relating to the Spanifli war Pulteney availed him- 
felf of this conceflion ; and attributed it to fear and confpious guilt. He 

• Journals.— Cliandlcr. f Tindal, vol. ao,p. jzj. 

J Tindal, vol. ao, p. 526.— Cliandler. ' 

VoL. I. 4 T made 
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made a long and animated fpeech, full of perfonal inveftives ; and anticipated 
the triumph of his party> by an allufion to the bMance of power. He 
laid, that not being in the fecrets of government, he was ignorant of its 
ftatc abroad, but congratulated the Iioufe that he liad not for many j'ears known 
it to be fo near an equilibrium there as it was then *. He then recapitu- 
lated the principal charges which had been urged againft Sir Robert Wal- 
pole from the beginning of his adminiflration •, dwelt very particularly on 
the mifmanagement of the w-ar with Spain, and even carried his reproach fo 
far as to accufe him of being influenced by the enemies of the proteftant 
eftablithmcnt. 

Walpole repelled this intemperate attack with unufual feeblenefsi and 
after a Ihort but general juftification of the meafures of government, con- 
cluded with faying, “ I am very far from hoping or defiring that the houfe 
fhould be fatisfied with a defence like this j I know, by obferving the prac- 
tice of the oj)ponents of the miniftry, what fallacies may be concealed in 
general aflertions ; and am fo far from wilhing to evade a more ftrift in- 
quiry, that if the gentleman who has thus publicly and confidentially ac- 
cufed the miniftry, will name a day for inquiring into the ftate of the nation, 
I will fecond his motion 

This cliallenge was accepted the addrefs, without any mention of the 
Spanilh war, was voted •, tJie motion made by Pulteney to fix a day for confi- 
dering the ftatc of the nation, was feconded by Walpole, and the 21ft of 
January was appointed for that purpofe. 

The coolneis of the 'addrefs, and the omiflion of the claufe relating to the 
war, eflentially hurt the minifter. It led his interefted followers to fufped, 
that his power was declining; while his friends, who were fteady in their at- 
tachment to the houfe of Biunfwick, were of opinion, that ftronger aliur- 
ances were due to tlie king, for the clangers to which he expofed his ele<ftoral 
dominions, the French having already violated the ftipulated neutrality, and 
threatened to take up their winter quarters in Hanover .J. 

The great points on which the two parties exerted their rcfpe<ftive ftrength, 
were the decifions on contefted eleclions. Ever fince the Aylelbury ednteft, 
when the houfe of commons aflumed to itfelf the power of judging finally 
on the tjuaiifications of the electors, which had been fo warmly oppofed by 
Walpole, in the (commencement of his parliamentary career, the decifion on 

* Orlebarto Etovigh, December ro, 1741. t Chandler, vol.'i3, p. 47. 

Correlpondencc. j Tindal, vol. 20, p. 527. 
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eledions became a mere party bpfinefs. The merits of the cafe were feldom Chapter 59. 
confidered, and the qjiieftions were almoft wholly carried by pcrfonal or poli- 1741 to 
tical intcrefts. At the opening of this parliament, there were more coatefted 
elections than ufual ; and as the power of the two contending i>arties ultimately 
depended on the dccifion, every nerve was ftrained by both fides in favour 
of their refpedtive friends, the minifter had been heard to declare, that 
there fliould be no quarter given in eleftions, and his friends trufted that 
the decifions would chiefly be in his favour. But thefe finguine hopes 
were frufkrated by the activity of oppolition, the lukewarmncfs of many 
of his real friends, and treachery of his pretended partifans. The oppo- 
fition riiade it a princi])al objefl to attend on thefc occafions, ajid it was 
efteemed infamous to defert a committee of eledion *. On the other 
hand, many of thofe who fupported government often ftaid awa)', an'd not 
unfrequently voted againd the candidates countenanced by the minifter. 

The firft divifion which took place was on the Boflincy cledlion, and the 
party favoured by the minifter carried it only by 22a againft 216. With 
this fmall majority, Walpole aded as he had done in former parliaments. 

He did not fufficiently adapt himfelf to the change of circumftanccs, or 
confult the temper of the houfe in the queftion which was next moved, 
for choofing a chairman of the committee of elcdions. This was a point 
of great confequence, becaufe he poflelfed confiderable power in influencing 
the decifions referred to the committee. Walpole aded with much imj>ru- 
dence in propofing Giles Earle, one of the lords of the treafury, who had 
been chairman during the two laft parliaments, and was exceedingly unpo- 
pular. Tlie oppofition fupiwtcd Dr. Lee, who was much more beloved and 
refpeded by all parties than his antagonift. The queftion was accordingly 
carried, from pcrfonal confiderations, againft the miniftcrial candidate, by a 
majority of 242 againft 238. The lot's of this queftion gave a mortal blow 
to his intereft, and redoubled the fpirit of his adverfaries. The fatal confe- 
quences were immediately vifible ; fevcral unfuccefsful candiiJates, who had 
depended on his fupjxjrt, withdrew their petitions. 

But the fate of the minifter was almoft decided by the determination on Dedfiori ot 
the Weftminfter eledion, which was one of the points he moll wilhed to 
carry, and in which he had flattered himfelf wiili the moft fanguine hopes. 

On the petition of the two rejeded members, complaining of an un- 
due eledion and return, the queftion was carried againft the fitting members 

Dodington to the duke of Argyle, June 18, 1741. Corrcfpondcnce. 
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by a majority of four, and the eleftion was declared void. A motion for 
, adjournment was negatived, and the ret urning officer was ordered to be taken 
into cuftody, by a majority of 217 againft 215. A fecond motion to ad- 
journ was alfo loft, and it was unanirnoufly refolved, -that the prefence of 
armed Ibldiers, at an elciftion of members of parliament, was a high infringe- 
ment of the liberties of the fubjeft, a manifeft violation of the freedom of 
eleftion, and an open defiance of the laws and conftitution. 

On the 24th, the houfe adjourned to the 18th of January ; and that fliort 
interval .was employed by the minifterin attempts to increafe his friends, and 
to maintain himfelf in power, but all liis efforts were ineffedual. 

The ftate of his own health was a })rlncipal caufe of his downfal. He had 
fuffered at the latter end of the preceding year from a levere illnefs *. His 
memory was no longer fo ftrong, nor his method of tranfading bufmels 
fo ready as before. Hence he was incapable of making thofe exertions which 
his critical fituation rendered neceffary ; of unmafking his treacherous friends j 
of expofing his enemies, and of adopting fuch meafures as would have ena- 
bled him to ad with vigour, or to retire with dignity. During tliis feifion 
he appeared in general abfent and thoughtfuj. He feemed to liave loft, 
in many inftanccs, that contem})t of abufe, and command of temper, for 
which he had been remarkably diftinguiflietl : he was either, contrary to his 
ufual cuftom, filent, or he was irritable and fretful. In one inftance he publicly 
declared, that if he could colled the real fenfe of the houfe on the difficult 
and dangerous fituation of affairs; he would fupport it as a minifter in the 
cabinet. But when he made this declaration, he did not intimate his own 
opinion j a circumftance which, according to the late earl of Hardwicke} 
who was prefent on this occafion, proved the diftrefs and concern under 
which he laboured -f. The lofs of tlie VVeftminfter quellion ought to have 
been the fignal of his immediate refignation, and many of his friends were 
of that opinion. But he Hill appeared anxious to retain his power as long 
as he was able ; and during the recefs of parliament, he made an ill-judged 
apjilication to fcducc the prince of Wales from his party, in which his own 
fagacity and knowledge of mankind ceght to have convinced him, that he had 
no chance of fucceeding. Being intormed that the members of oppolition 
propoled to renew the motion in parliament, for increafing the eftablilhment 
of the prince, he prevailed on the king, not without the greateft difficulty, 
to offer an increule of/^. 50,600 to his annual income, and to infinuate hopes 

•j- From the late carl of Harclwicke. 
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that his debts fliould be paid, provided he would not oppofe the meafures chapter S9< 
of government. A meflage to tiiis purpofe was conveyed to the prince by 1 741 toj 74*. 
the bifliop of Oxford *, at the inllance of lord , Cholmondeley, and by -»<-■ » * 
command of the king. The prince, after due expreflions of .duty and affec- 
tion, declared that he confidered the meflage as coming from lord Chol- 
niondeiey, and not from the king, and therefore would not liflen to any 
propofition of a fimilar import, fo long as Sir Robert Walpole continued 
at the head of adminiftration -f. 

The refignation of Sir Robert Walpole was now confidered as certain both 
by his friends and enemies ■, but he had ftill more mortifications to experience 
before his fate was ultimately decided. 

On the 1 8th of January the parliament again affemblcd ; and on the 19th Meeting aftes 
the qiieflion on the Berwick election was carried, without a divifion, in favour of leceis. 
Alexander Hugh Campbell, againft the candidate who was fupported by the 
court. On the 20th, a bill, brought in by Sir John Rulbout and Sir John Hynde 
Cotton, for taking, examining, and dating the public accounts, palfed without 


* Seeker, afterwards archbifliop of Canterbury. 


+ As many erroneous narratives of this tranf* 
a^ion have been given to the public* 1 (hall 
fubjoin an account, which 1 found among the 
Walpole papers, in the hand-writing of 6ir 
Robert Walpole, and bearing the following 
endorlcrncut ; An account of what palled 
betwe‘"n H. U* H. and lord Oxford, Jann.iry s;, 
3 74^ widi r.he printed letter that palled between 
the k :ig and prince upon the breach.’* 

An account of what the bifliop of Oxford 
faid to the prince of Wales, from lord Chol- 
inoiidelcy, authorized by his majefty, January 

Vhat if his royal highnefs would write a 
dutiful letter to his inajefly, exprefliiig his con- 
cern for whaf vv.ts palllxl, in fuel) a manner as 
might be confident with his majefly^s honour 
to accept, veprefenling the unealy circu.n- 
llances.of lus fortune, and referring them to 
bis iTiajefly's goodnefs, lord Chobnondt ley 
had full and fuflicient ground, from his know- 
ledge of his majefly's intentions and difpofl- 
tions, to alfure his royal highnels that his ma- 
jefly would be reconciled to him ; and would 
adci 50,000 a year to his prefent income, and 
would not require any terms from him, in 
relation to any of thofe perfons who were in 
his royal highneYs’s fervice, tounfcls, or con- 


fidence, nor retain any refentment or difplea- 
fure againft him. 

“ To this lord Cholmondeley added, that 
there was no doubt but that his royal high- 
iieJs*s debts would in this cafe be provided for, 
in fuch a miuiner as upon larther confldcr.itioii 
fhouid be found inoft proper and pratfticable. 

The anfwer of his royal liighnefs, January 
5, 1741* ‘‘ HU royal highnefs iifed ftrong 

cxprdfions of duty and afteftion to his majefty , 
and anfvvered further to this purpofe ; That if 
this Imd been a mefliige directly from his ma- 
jefty, it would ha e been his duty to have 
written a letter to H. M. on the occafion ; but 
as it was a propofition that came from lord 
Chol|nondeley,in the manner 1 had mentioned; 
his anfwer to lord Cholmondeley was, that he 
would not hearken to it, fo long as Sir Robert 
Walpok was in power, by wliom he conceived 
himfelf to have been crcarly injured, and to 
whom he thought the inoft prudent advice for 
Sir Robert Walpole himflglf, and the public, 
was, that he Ihould retire ; and that he, the 
prince, had before this rocei\cd intimations of 
the fame nature with thole 1 hail now faid to 
him, and defircd not to have any more, whilft 
Sir Robert contimu d in power/' 
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oppofition. On the 21ft, Pulteney made the celebrated motion for referring 
to a lecret committee tlie {)apers relating to the war, which had been already 
prcl'ented to the h.oufc. As this motion involved in it numerous charges 
againft the conduct of the war, dated the neceffity of a parliamentary in- 
quiry, and brought on pcrlbnal invedives againll the minifter, Sir Robert 
Walpole took aconhderable {hare in the debate, and was roufed to the moft: 
animated exertions. In this lad efibrt, he is faid by his friends to have 
exceeded himfelf, and evinced luch a conlummate knowledge of foreign af- 
fairs as adonidied the houfe. He was alio ably defended by Pelham, Win- 
nington, and Sir William Yonge ; the quedion, however, would have 
been carried but for the induence of lord Hartington, who brought over 
two Tory members, and by this means, to ufe the exprefTions * of Sir Robert 
Wilmot, laved the country from twenty-four tyrants ! The motion was ne- 
gatived by a majority of only three, in the fulled houfe known for many 
years, for 503 members voted. 

On this quedion every exertion was made by oppofition, and every art 
uied to (ecu re a majority. The purport of the intended motion was not 
previouJly known. The minider was taken unawares; many of his friends 
had retired ; many abfented themfelves by defign; others, who were fent for 
in tlic courlc of the debate, declined, under various pretences, making their 
appearance, while ail his opponents remained at their pods. The eftbrts 
were fo great on both fides, that members were brought in from the cham- 
ber of ficknefs. Several voted in that condition on the fide of oppofi- 
tion ; but tome who intended to have fupported the minider w'ere pre- 
vented from appearing at the divifion. They had been placed in an ad- 
joining apartment belonging to lord Walpole, as auditor of the exchequer, 
which communicated with' the houie. The adverfaries, aware of this faft, 
filled the keyhole of the door with dirt and fand, which prevented their 
admiffion into the houfe till the divifion was over-f. On this occa- 
fion as genera] Churchill was fitting next to the prince of Wales, who 
was in the houie of commons to hear the debates, a member was brought 
in w'ho bad loft the ufe of bis limbs. “ So,” lays the prince, “ I fee you 
bring in the lame, the halt, and the blind, Yes,” replied the general, “ the 
lame on our fide, and the blind on your’s j .” The fmall majority in favour 
of government, nptwithftanding all the exertions made by the minifter, was 
fo fure a fignal of his defeat, that a motion to addrefs the king for copies of 

* Sir Robert Wilmot to the duke of De- f Sir Robert Wilmot’s letters. CotTefpon- 
vonfliire, Jauuaty 23, 174^, Corrclpondence. denpe. 
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the memorials and letters, and other papers fent to and from the king of Chapter 59. 
Pruffia, which had been rejefted on the iSth of December, by a majority 1 741 to 174.*. 
of 24, now' pafl'ed without a divilion. u , . 1—1,—,.^ 

At length, on the 28th, the oppofition finally triumphed. A queftion Lofsoftfee 
on the Chippenham eledlion was carried againft.the minifter, by a majority 
of one, 237 againft 236, and the party gained fo conficlerable an acceffion, 
by the defertion or abi'ence of fcveral members of the court party, that the 
final decifion of the Chippenham ele< 5 lion was carried againll the miailler, Feb. 2, 
by a majority of i6, 241 againfl: 225. Walpole feemed to have antici- 
pated this event, and met it with his ufual fortitude and cheerfulnefs. While 
the tellers were performing their office, he beckoned Sir Edward Bayntun, 
the member whofe return was fupported by oppofition, to fit near him, 
fpoke to him with great complacency, animadverted on the ingratitude 
of feveral individuals who were voting aGainfl him, on whom he had conferred 
great favours, and declared he Ihould never again fit- in that houfe *. 

On the 3d of P’ebruary the houfe adjourned at the king’s command, figni- 
fied by the chancellor, to the 18th. 

On the 9th Sir Robert Walpole w'as created earl of Orford, and on the CreAted carl 
11th he religned. Oilord. 

It is alTertcd by a contemporary hiflorian -f-, who pofTellcd great means of Rtfigns rc- 
information, that the miniller would have fooner retired, if the flute of the 
nation and of parties had not rendered his continuance in ])Owcr neceflary 
for the arrangement of a new adminiftration, and for preferving the tranquil- 
lity of the country ; and that he continued in office fblely in compliance 
with the vvifnes of his friends. The papers which have been committed 
to my infpedion, and the undoubted information which I have received, 
enable me to c( ntradift this alter ;i)n. He retired unwillingly and flowly : 
no flii|)wrecked pilot ever clung 'o the rudder of a linking vcflel with 
greater pen tinacity than he did to ' ho helmof ftate, and he did not relinquifh 
his poll until he was driven from it by the defertion of his followers and 
the clamours of the public. Spc-^iker Onflow, who knew him well, declared 
that he reluctantly quitted his flation ;j; j and if any doubt flill remains, we 
have the teftimony of the .miniiter. “ I mull inform you,” he oblervcs in 
a letter to the duke of Devonfliire, “ that the panic w'as fo great among, 
what fliall I call them, my own friends, that thy all cleclared that my 
retiring was become abfolutely neceflary, as the only means to carry on the 
public bufinefs with honour and fuccefs §.” 


* From Sir Edward Bayntun. ^ 
t Tmdal. 

I Ondow’s Remarks. Correfpondence, 
Feriod IV. 
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It has been alfo afferted with no Icfs confidence, that the king himlelf was 
Itecoine weary of a tninifler, 'C\’ho had to long directed his affairs, who had 
1*0 often oppofed and obllruAed his inclination for war, and who W'as ftill 
endeavouring to remove every obliaclc which impeded the- return of peace. 
But the fartte documents enable me to adduce an honourable teftimony of 
the good faith and lirmnefs of George the Second. Although the afperities 
which time and vexation occafioned in borir their tempers, produced a mo- 
mentary diflatisfadtion, yet the king had contradted, by long habit and ex- 
perience- of his capacity for bufinefs, a high regard and elleem for his long- 
tried counfcllor. In vain the earl of Wilmington and the duke of Dorfet 
li ad enforced the neceffity of his removal, the refolution of the king was 
unlhaken, and he did not conlent to his refignatlon until the minifter him- 
ll'lf made it his exprefs defire 

The interview when he took leave of the king was highly affedting. On 
kneeling down to kiis his hand, the king burft into tears, and the ex-minifter 
was lb moved w'ith that intlance of regard, that he continued for fome time 
in that jiolturc ; and the king was fo touched, that he was unable to raife 
him from the ground. When he at length rofc, the king teftified his 
regret for the lots of 10 faithful a counfellor, exprefled his gratitude for his 
long fcrvices, and Ins liopcs of receiving advice on important occafions -f. 

When his rclblution to refign was known, he received more honours than 
had been jtaid to him in the plenitude of power. His laft levee was more 
numcroutlv attended than his firft. The concourfe of perfons of all ranks 
and diilindtions was prodigious i and their expreflions of affedlionate regard 
and concern extremely moving. 

The ex-minifter received many proofs of difinterefted attachment from 
perlbns to whom he had never fticwn any mark of particular attention. 
Among others, Soaine Jenyns gave a teftimony of his approbation, thus 
recorded in the words of his biographer. “ Unknown to Sir Robert, and 
unconnedled W'ith him by acquaintance or private' regard, he fupported him to 
the utnioll of his power, till he retired from his high ftation, making room for 
thole who foon ftiewed the lofs the nation had fuftained by the fad exchange. 
After he liad retired, Soame Jenyns waited tJf)on Sir Robert at Chelfea, 
when, amongft other things which paffed in converfation, lord Orford ac- 
knowledged the fypport he had given him, during the time that he had fitten 
in parliament, and in expreflions of great thankfulnefs j at the fame tinie^ 


* Lord Hartlngton to the duke of Devon- f 'Lord fjprtington to the duke of Devon- 

fliire, February 4, 1741-2. Correfpondcncc. fliire. Correfpondence. 
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declaring, that had thofe to whom, during his meridian of power, he had Chapter $9, 
fliewn the greateft friendlhip, and loaded with all the favours he could confer 1741^174#. 
on them, but borne as kind difpohtions to him as he had done, who had 
not been diflinguilhed by any particular regard, he would not then have 
paid a vifit to an ex-minifter *.’* 

The old clergyman of Walfingham, who was mailer of the firll fchool in 
which Sir Robert Walpole was inftruAed, came to Houghton, and told 
him that he had been his firll mailer, and had predidted that he would be 
a great man. Being alked why he never had called on him while he was in 
power, he anfwered, “ I knew that you were furrounded with lb many peti- 
tioners craving preferment, and that you had done fo much for Norfolk 
people, that I did not willi to intrude.” “ But,” he added in a llrain of 
good-natured fimplicity, “ I always inquired how Robin went on, and was, 
latisfied with your proceedings -j-.” 

• Life of Soanae Jtfnyns, p. 37. f From Lord Orford. 
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From the Ilefignation of Sir Robsrt Walpole to his Death.. 

1742— -1745- 


chap T E R THE SIXTIETH 

1742. 


Exertions and Influence oflValpole. — Negotiations xvith Pulteney for the Arrange- 
ment of a nezv Adminiftration. — Jealovjies and Diviflons of Oppofluon . — • 
Meeting at the Fountain favern. — Interference of the Prince of Wales . — 
Parliamentary Inquiry into the ConduEl of the Ex-minijler. — Secret Committee. 
Indemnity Bill. — Paffes the Commons. — Rejelled by the Fords. — Pulteney 
created Earl of Bath. — His Unpopularity. — Accufations againfl him— Ex- 
amined and refuted. 

T HE’ minifter, in retiring, had three great objedls in view. ift. To 
difunite the heterogeneous parties which compofed the oppofition. 
2d. To form an adminiftration on the Whig bafis. 3d. To fave himfelf 
from a public profecution. 

If the fiift point was effefted,. the others would neceflarily follow. To 
divide the oppofition, and weaken a combination which would elfc have 
been fatal to him, it became nccellary to lure the duke of Argyle and 
the Tories, to conciliate the prince of Wales, and to detach Pulteney, who 
then headed the Whigs in oppofition, from the Tories. To effeft thefe 
views, he had recourfe to the grand engine of political jealoufy. He made 

fuch 
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fuch advances to the Tories as infpired them with fallacious hopes and un- 
founded notions of their own importance*, and filled the Whigs in op- 
pofition with apprehenfions of being excluded from the fpoils. Having fuc- 
ceeded in this attempt, he advifed the king to form a Whig. adminiflration, 
and fuggefted the propriety of applying to Pulteney. One of the grcatell 
difficulties under which he laboured in the courfe of this jktlitical tranf- 
aftion, was to conquer the king’s repugnance to Pulteney, which at this pe- 
riod feemed almoft infuperable, and to perfuade his majefly to commence 
the negotiation, and acquiefce in Pultency’s expelled demand of a peerage. 
Having at length overcome the king’s pertinacious inveteracy, he faid to his 
fon Horace, “ I have fet the king upon him,” and at another time, in the 
farther progrefs of the king’s compliance, he triumphantly faid, making at 
the fame time a motion with his hand as if he was locking a door, “ I hav'C 
turned the key of the clofet upon him 

When the negotiation witli Pulteney firft commenced, neither the docu- 
ments in my pollefTion, or any oral information, have enabled me to afeer- 
tain ; but it is probable that indlre<fl: overtures had been made fomc time be- 
fore the recefb. 

Hints had been thrown out to Carteret, from fome perfon in the king’s 
confidence, that propofals would be made to Pulteney, as the leader of the 
houfe of commons; but a fortnight elapfecl after this communication had 
been made, before any ftep was taken. At length a meflage came from the 
duke of Newcaftlc, requefting Pulteney to meet liim privately at his fecre- 
tary, Mr. Stone’s, houfe at VV’hitehall. Pulteney returned for anfwer, that 
in the prefent jundfure he could not comply with this requefl without giv- 
ing umbrage to his friends. Fie was under the necetfity of declining a private 
meeting, but added, that he had no objedlion to receive his grace publicly at 
his own houfe. A few days afterwards, he received a note from the duke of 
Newcaflle, importing, that he and the lord chancellor, having a meflage from 
the king, would wait upon him. 

The meeting took place in the forenoon, between tlie duke of Newcaflle 
and the chancellor on one fide, and Pulteney and Carteret, whole prefence he 
had defired as his confidential friend, on the other. 

Newcaflle opened the conference by faying; that the king being convinced 
that Sir Robert Walpole was no Iqnger lupported by a majority in the houfe 
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• See Defence of the People, p. 81. •—This , liis inforniatioiT from Dodington, then in union 
■ paniplilct was written by Ralph, who received .with the duke of Argvle. 

f From lord Orlordi 
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Pwiod Vlff. of commons, had commanded them to offer the places which that nainifter 
'745- pollelled to Mr, Pulteney, with the power of forming his own adminiftratioUi 
on the foie condition tliat Sir Robert Walpole fliould not be profecuted. 
To this propolkl, Pulteney replied, that if that condition was to be made the. 
foundation of the treaty, he never vvould comply with it; “and even,” he con- 
cluded, “ llioukl my inclination induce me to accede to thefe terms, yet it 
might not be ixi tny power to fulfil iny engagement ; the heads of partfea 
being like the heads of fnakes, which are ‘carried on by their tails. For my 
part, lie, added, 1 will be no icreen ; but if the king fliould be pleafed to 
cxprcfs a tk lire to open any treaty, or to hold any converfation with me, I will 
pay my duty at St. James's, though I have not been at court for many 
years; but I will not come privately, but publicly and at noon day, in order 
to prevent all jcaloufy and fufpicion Before they parted, fome negus 
was brought in, and the duke of Ncwc.aftlc drank, “ Here is to our hap- 
j>ier meeting.” Pulteney rejilied, in a quotation from Shakefpear’s Julius 
Cajfar, 


“ If we do meet again, why we fhall fmile, 

“ If not, why then this meeting was w’ell made.” 


Eicpetftarions Meanwhile a prodigious ferment appeared throughout the nation. The 
of the Tories. Tories and Jacobites were equally irritated againft the minifter, and the po- 
pular clamours for reform, were no lefs violent than difeordant. A contem- 
porary author has well deferibed the vehement and contradidtory views of 
the heterogeneous parties which compofed the oppofition. . “ Amoi^ thole 
who thought thcmlelves the moft moderate, no tw'O men agreed upon what 
was necelfary. Some thinking that all fecurity lay in a good place bill, about 
the degree'kand extent of which they likewife differed. Some in a penfion 
bill, which others more juftly thought would fignify nothing. Some in a 
law for triennal parliaments, which all who did not delight in riot or in the 
profped: of corruption, thought both dangerous and dubious. Some for an- 
nual parliaments, which others thought too frequent. Some for juftice on 
the minifter. Others not for fanguinary views. Some for a redudlion of 
the civil lift, vyhich others thought unjuft to be taken away, having been, 
legally given. Some for the fale of all employments. Others for allowing a 
few. Some for taking the difpofition of them from the crown, which others 
thought anti-conftitutional. Some for allowing them to fubfift, but to be 
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gtveaonly to tbofe who were not in parliament, that is, aniong themfcives. 
Some to allow them to be given for life. Some for making the army in- 
dependent. Others for no regular troops at all 

To oppol'e this torrent of reform, the necelfity ot gaining Pulteney became 
more and more urgent. Though it (hould be admitted that perfonal pique 
and party refentment were among the motives which influenced his oppo- 
fltion, yet he was known to be a friend to the conftitution, a found Whig, 
and a warm partifan to the proteftant eftablifliment, and the largenefs 6t 
his property would induce him to obltrud all meafures which might tend 
to create confulion, or perplex government. 

The only method to conciliate him was, in appearance, to tubmit entirely 
to his demands, to prevail on him to make as few changes as poffible, to 
introduce few obnoxious perfons, and to trufl; the fafety of Walpole to fu- 
ture exigencies. 

This fcheme was managed with fo much addrefs,- that Pulteney, in form- 
ing an adminiftration, the great outlines of which were traced by Walpole,, 
conceived that he was dfofating his own terms. It was particularly owing 
to his influence that Newcaftle retained his fituation of fecretary of ftate, and 
that Harrington, who was compelled to make way for Carteret, obtained the 
prefidentfliip of the council ; many of his moft confidential friends were alfo 
continued in their ports. 

Soon after the firft conference with Nevvcartle, the king fent Pulteney a. 
private meflage, requerting tliat if he did not chufe to place himlelf at the 
head of the treafury, he would let lord Wilmington into it, in which 
Pulteney acquiefeed. Carteret, who coveted that port, expreffing diflalis- 
fad ion at the arrangement, Pulteney declared that he would break his owa 
refolution, and take the place himfclf, if Carteret would not confynt to the 
.qipointment of Wilmington. “ You,” he added, “ muft be focrctary of 
ftate, as the fitteft perfon to dired foreign aflairs ■f.” 

In the courfe of a few days another conference was held at the lame place,, 
by the fame perfons. Ncwc.'iftlc faid, that he was now commiflioned by the 
king to make, the former ofiers, vvithout infilling on the condition ot not pro. 
fecuting the minifteri and he added, that the king only requefted that, it any 
profccution was commenced againft Sir Robert Walpole, he would not inflame 
it, though he might not chufe to oppofe it. Pulteney replied, that he was 
not a man of blood 3 that in all his expreflibns importing a relolution to 

f From tlie biftiop of Salitbmy. 
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I’eriodVlff. purfue the minifter to deilruftion, he meant only the deftruftioh of his 
iH2toi74!;. power, but not of his pcrfon. He could not undertake to fay what was 
proper to be done; he muft take the advice of his friends; though he was free 
to own, that according to his opinion feme parliamentary cenfure at leaft 
ought to be infiided for fo many years of mal-adminiftration. Newcaftle • 
tlien obferved, “ the king trufts you will not diftrefs the government by mak- 
ing too many changes in the midfl: of a feffipn of parliament, and that you 
and your friends will be fatislicd with the removal of Sir Robert Walpole and 
a few others.” Pulteney replied, that he was far from defiring to perplex 
government, or to make too many changes at once, which would throw all 
things into confufion, he did not infill on a total change; and he had no ob- 
jeftion to the duke of Newcallle or the lord chancellor, but what he infilled 
upon, he added, was an alteration of meafures as well as men : He only re- 
quired that fome obnoxious pcrl'ons Ihould be difmiffed ; that the main forts 
ot government Ihould be delivered into the hands of his party ; a majority 
in the cabinet council, the nomination of a fecretary of Hate for Scotland, 
and of the boards of treafury and admiralty. After fome refillance, thefe points 
being finally agreed to, Newxaftle fuppofed that in arranging the new admi- 
nillration, he would place himfelf at the head of the treafury, and declared 
that it was the carnell and repeated defire of the king. “ As the dilpofition 
of places is in my hands,” replied Pulteney, “ I will accept none myfelf ; 1 
have ib repeatedly declared my refolution on that head, and I will not now 
contradid myfelf :” He then named the earl of Wilmington firll lord 
of the treafury ; Sandys chancellor of the exchequer ; Carteret fecretary of 
Hate ; Sir John Rulhout, Gibbon, and Waller, lords of the treafury ; a 
new board of admiralty, including Sir John Hyndc Cotton; and the mar- 
quis of Tweedale fecretary of (late for Scotland. For himfelf he demanded 
only a peerage, and a feat in the cabinet. Before they parted, Pulteney 
declared that he was under fuch engagements with the duke of Argj'le, 
that he muft acquaint him with all which had palled ; and added, that 
he fhould not oblige him to fecrecy, but leave him at liberty to inform lord 
Chefterfield or lord Cobham, or any of his friends, Newcaftle did not 
confent to this without umvillingncfs, and the meeting ended -f-. 


* Bllllop Newton* 

t The account of this negotiation M»ith 
Pulteney, and the fnbfequcnt tranfaftions, arc 
principally derived from the Corref^ondcnce, 
K-riod Vi I.— From Communications by the 
bifliop of Salilb\ir)\— Life of billiop Newton, 


who has related the whole tranfaftion from 
the authority of Pulteney, though not with- 
out fome flight errors, which I have been eiu 
abled to redifv from notes and information, 
kindly fupplied by the bifliop of SaliAiiry. 
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Thefe negotiations created great jealoufies, and excited the refcntment of Chapter 60. 
thofe who were not admitted to the conferences. Two parties, at a very early 174a. 
period of this bufinels, were forming againft the arrangements made by Pul- C . » ■-> — 1 . J 
teney, contifting of the great body of the Tories, headed by Argyle, wliich J'-alouhcs, 
party was joined by the Jacobites, and the other compofed of' thofe Whigs 
who were not likely to be comprifed in the new arrangements. Cheftcr- 
field was dilappointed that he was not made fecretary of llate ; Waller was 
irritated at not being chancellor of the exchequer, and thought the fitua- 
tion of a lord of the treafury beneath his acceptance. Cobliam,- though 
reftored to a regiment, and appointed a member of the cabinet, alpircd to a 
far greater fhare of power ; and the Grenvilles, l.yttleton, Pitt, and Dodington, 
were highly diflatisfied that they had no Qiare in the new adminiftration. 

In the midft of this growing diflatisfadtion, a great point was gained by Prince of 
conciliating the prince of Wales. The arrangement with Pultcney was made 
without the knowledge of the prince, to w'hom it was not communicated 
before the ad of February. He received the information with due re- 
f^c( 5 t *, and appeared fatisfied with the refult. On the 6th he granted a 
private audience to Sir Robert Walpole, and promifed his protedtion againft 
any attacks upon his life or fortune. 

While the ports remained unfilled, and the members of the oppofition 
conceived hopes that an arrangement might take place in their favour, 
the great body continued apparently united ; but the moment that fufpi- 
cions began to be formed of a feparatc negotiation, and that the places 
of fecretary of ftate, and chancellor of the exchequer, \Vere difpofed of, with- 
out the general concurrence, murmyrs and difeontents fucceeded, and a 
fehifm, which Percival “b calls, “ the death of the late o}>pofition,” took 
place on the nth of February, when the meeting was held at the Foun-» 
tain Tavern. 

It confifted of not Icfs than three hundred members of both houfes of Meeting at : 
parliament. The duke of Argyle, as we are informed by a perfon who was Fountain 
prcfciit ■];, and took an adlive fhare on the fide of Pulteney, expatiated, with 
great folemnity of fpeech and gefture, on the dangerous lituation to which speech of 
the country had been reduced by the late adininirtration of Sir Robert Argyle. 
Walpole, and on the glorious and fteady oppofition which had been made 
to his meafures j he laid, “ happily, at length honeft endeavours and the 
juft fpirit of the people have brought us in fight of the long wiOied 
for haven, and as all jxirties have contributed to forward this important - 

• Sir Robert Walpole to the duke of Dc- Faction Dctefted, one of the beft political 
vonfliire, Feb. a. 1 74*. Correfpondence. pamphlets ever written. See p. 41. 
f Afterwards e.irl of Egrnont, author of ^ Lord Percival.— Fafticin Deteiled. 
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Period vtll. point, It !S juft that all denominations of men fhould receive an equal 
1742101741;. reward of their virtue. If a proper ufc is made of this fortunate conjunc- 
ture, this reward may be obtained. We have a right to expeft the total 
rout of all thoi'e- who formed any part of the minifterial junto; and fuch 
a meafurc would make room for all.” 

After farcaftically obferving, in allufion to Pulteney, that a grain of 
honclly was worth a cart load of gold *, he proceeded : “ But have w'e not 
much rcaibn to fear that this ufe will not be made of the happy oppor- 
tunity ; that a few men, without any communication of their proceedings 
to this aliembly, have arrogated to themfelves the exclufive right of nomi- 
nation, and from their manner we have fufficient caufe to apptehend that 
they do not intend the general advantage. They have now been eighjt 
days engaged in this buiinefs, and if we arc to judge from the few offices 
they have already beftoweel, they may juftly be accufed of not ading with 
that vigour wliich the whole people have a right to expeft. The choice of 
thofe already preferred cannot but fupply great matter of jealoufy ; for as 
this choice has principally fallen upon the Whigs, it is an ill omen to the 
Tories : If they are not to be provided for, the happy effeds of the coalition 
will 4^0 deftroyed ; and the odious diftindion of party will be again revived, 
to the great prejudice of the nation. It is therefore highly ncceflary to con- 
tinue clofcly united, and to perfeverc with the fame vehemence as ever, till 
the Tories obtain juftice, and the adminiftration is founded upon the broad 
bottom of both parties.” 

To thefe accufations Pulteney retorted with no lefs bitternefs : He la- 
mented the fevere treatment which he and his co-adjutors had incurred in re- 
turn for their fervices, and for their (hare in driving the late minifter from the 
^elm, to be thus held forth and publicly charged in the face of the world, 
Pulteney’s with things of which no man durft venture to accufe them in private ; to be 

reply. loaded w^ith unjuft fufpicibns and imaginary crimes, whicli though with- 

out foundation, would be eafily believed in the prefent temper of the 
nation. “ We deferve,” he added, “ a very different ufage for the integrity with 
which we have hitiierto proceeded, and by which we are determined to- pro- 
ceed. In anfwcr to the imputation, that we have taken the management of 
tlie negotiation into our hands, let us reply, that overtures having been made 
to us, it was our duty, (as it would have been the duty of every man, to' 
whom fuch overtures had been made,) to employ all our abilities and en- 
deavours to form a happy fettlcment, after the long divifions wtith which this 
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country has been fo long unhappily rent, and which could not longer fub- Chapter 60. 
fill without ruining the intereft of the .nation abroad, and incurring the 174a. 

clanger of fatal difturbances at home. The fuperficial vulgar might in- —v — ^ 

deed conceive that it would have been more equitable to- .refer the fettle- 
ment to the decifion of the whole party, but furely no man of tolerable un- 
clerftanding and experience can cheriQi an idea fo impradicable and abfurd. 
Government is not yet reduced to furrender at diferetion, efpecially to an 
enemy who has declared publicly that they would give no quarter; govern- 
ment neither can, will, nor ought to be taken by ftorm ; and it be- 
hoves gentlemen to confider the inevitable confequences of fuch an attempt. 

The great points in agitation were, to change the minifter, and change the 
meafures ; thq one is already elFcdcd, and we will engage to perform the 
other. 

“ As to the diftribution of employments, there is neither juftice, decency, 
duty, or moderation, in didating to the king, how to difpofe of every pre- 
ferment in the Hate. His majefty has fliewed a difpofition to comply with 
the defires of his people in the moft effedual manner ; he has already fup- 
plied the principal minifterial pofts with men, who have hitherto enjqyed the 
confidence of the people, and cannot yet have forfeited their good opi- 
nion, becaufe, though nominated, they have none of them yet done any lingle 
ad of office. As to the changes already made, they are as numerous as the 
importance of the matter, and the nature of the thing can polfibly ad- 
mit fo foon, and it would have been more to the credit of the party, if their 
patience had extended a little longer than the few days, that have pafTecl 
fince the time of their adjournment. As to the partial diftribution of em- 
ployments to the Whigs, as far as our intereft (hall hereafter extend, we 
will ufe it faithfully to the king ami our country, by recommending fuel* 
perfons, whofe principles have been mifreprefented, and who arc true to hi! 
family, let their aj:>i)e 11 ations be what they will. But it muft be a work of 
fome time, to remove fufpicions inculcated long, ami long credited, with re- 
gard to a denomination of men, who have formerly been thouglit not heartily 
attached to the intereft of the prince upon the throne ; fomc inftances of 
this intention, have been already given in the late removals, and there will be 
many more, but it muft depend upon the prudent conduft of the Tories 
themfelves, wholly to abolifh thefe unhappy diftinftions of party.” He con- 
cluded by requefting them to confider how falfc a ftep’ they had already 
made, and that this paftionafe and groundlcfs divifion, would infallibly give 
new courage to the party they hmi juft I'ubducd ; that it difeovered a weak- 

VoL.J 4 X neli. 
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nefs, of wliicli advantage would be certainly taken ; that it muft inevitably 
JclTen the power of thol'c who were employed, and, if perfifted in, would in a 
great mcafurc prevent the fuccefs of their views, both for the public and their 
friends * ** . 

When the conteft was in reality for power, and only in appearance for the 
public good, it is not to be fuppofed that arguments on either fide drawn 
from prudential, difinterefted, and patriotic motives, could have the fmalleft 
weight. The parties feparated with the fame virulence as they had met, and 
only waited for an open rupture, until all the places were difpofed of; each 
flattering himfclf that he might be included in the propofed arrangement 4* 

The refentment of the difafFefted patriots W'as ftill farther aggravated, by 
the formation of the new treafury board announced on the i6th of Fe- 
bruary, in which only one Tory was included. 

With a view to allay thefe jcaloufics, the prince of Wales propofed a meet- 
ing to be held in his prefence, of the chief leadeh of the former oppofition, par- 
ticularly Argyle, Chefterfteld, Cobham, Gower, and Bathurft. Pulteney came, 
accompanied by Scarborough, prepared to oppofe or to conciliate. Violent 
accufations were feverally levelled againfl: him ; it was urged that the change 
of adminiftration ought to be total ; that the intended alterations were not 
fufficient ; too many of the late minifter’s friends would remain in power ; 
Sir Robert Walpole would ftill a& behind the curtain, and direft: the whole 
machine of government §. Pulteney replied, that thefe accufations were 
groundlefs; for even upon a fuppofition that the ex-minifler fhould ftill 
continue to be a greater perfonal favourite with the king than any of them, 
or than all of them together, yet it would not be in his power to diftrefs 
them, provided they remained united among themfelves. “ Nothing,” he add- 
ed, ” but our own diflenfions can hurt us; we have the ftaff in our own hands, 
and the changes now to be made, will enable us to efleft farther alterations 
at the end of the feflion. I have ftipulatcd that the duke of Argyle, lord 


• Faiftion Detcfled, p. 42. 

t To this meeting; at the Fountain Tavrrn, his ufiial wit and fatire, in his ode againfl the 
Sir Charles "Hanbury Williams alludes, with earl ot Bath, called The Siatclinan. 

Then enlarge on his cunning and wit : 

** Say, how he harangu’d at the Fountain ; 

Say, how the old patriots were bit, 

‘‘ And a moufe was procIncM by a mountain.” 

{ Lord Wilmington, Saiidys,SirJohn Rufliout, Piiilip Gibbon, and George Compton. 

§ Bifliop Newton, p. 34. 
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Cobham, lord Gower, the marquis of Tweedale, the earl of Winchellea, lord 
Carteret, and myfelf, lhall be members of the xabinet council, and vve fhall 
form fo great a. majority, that the whole power will be in our hands. We 
fliall befides command the whole boards of treafury and admiralty, and have 
the appointment of feveral other confiderablc places. What then have we 
to fear ? Should we attempt a total change at this period, diforder and con- 
fufion muft enfue. By the pledges we poflefs at prefent, we have ample fe- 
curity for future regulations, and with fuch a power in bur hands, we may 
command any future alterations.” 

The prince declared himfclf fatisfied with thefe reafdns j and it was 
unanimoufly agreed, they ftiould all go to court together. Thus the autho*' 
rity of the prince, and the ex[)ed;ations of the Tories, that Sir John Hyndc 
Cotton would, according to promife, be appointed one of the lords of the 
admiralty, prevented an open rupture. 

On the 7th the prince, whofe eftablifliment had been increafed to £, 100,000 
a year, and who was farther gratified with a promife of feats at the admi- 
ralty board for lord Baltimore and lord Archibald Hamilton, paid his j^er- 
fonal refpeds to the king, and on the i8th, the whole party* who had 
formed the oppolition to the late minifter, made their apjjearancc at court. 
This event was hailed by the Tories as the beginning of a new aera : “ Upon 
this memorable day,” obferves the author of the Defence of the People, 
“ his majedy for the firft time appeared to be the king ofALLHisPEOPLE, 
and had the happinefs and glory to fee himfelf in the midft of a more illuf- 
trious circle than had ever furrounded any of our fovereigns fince queen 
Elizabeth began to narrow the bottom of government, by perfecuting the Pu- 
ritans -f-.” 

On the fame day the two houfes met, and the writs for the members ap- 
pointed to the new board of treafury were iflued. The Tories and difaffeid- 
cd Whigs did not, however, yet venture to begin a new oppofition. Argyle 
accepted the office of mafter-general of the ordnance, and a regiment of 
horfe of which he had been difpolTefled. No oppofition was made to the 
motion on the azd for ordering that a million flioukl be taken. from the 
fmking fund, towards raifing a fupj)ly, a mode of proceeding for which they 
had reprobated Walpole with unabating virulence. When the houle re- 
folved itfelf into a committee of fupply. Philips, a violgit Tory mcmlicr, 
moved to defer the committee for the purpofe of taking into confidcration 

Defence of the People. t Ibid, p. ^r. 
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the (late of the nation, but he was only feebly fupported ; Sir Watkin Williams 
Wynne, no lefs vehement on the fame fide of the queftion, was the only 
member who fpoke in favour of the motion, and it was dropped without a 
divifion *. . • 

At length the’ new board of admiralty was declared -f, and Sir John Hynde 
Cotton was not included. As all the places were now difpoled of, and all 
expectations were annihilated, the Tories and difafFeCted Whigs openly ap- 
peared in battle array againft the new miniflry. The duke of Argyle, dif- 
gufted that the marquis of Tweedale was appointed fccretary of (late for Scot- 
land, and dilfatisfied tliat a large body of his needy defeendants were not pro- 
vided for, refigned. The prince of Wales foon withdrew his fupport, and 
his moft confidential fervants, particularly Pitt and Lyttleton, violently op- 
pofed the new adminiftration. 

In this fituation of parties, the Tories and difaffeCted Whigs oppofed tlic 
re-eleCtion of the members who had accepted the places at the board of ad- 
miralty. Lord Baltimore was oppofed in Surry by the duke of Bedford ; 
Dr. Lee was thrown out at Breachley, by the intereft of the duke of Bridge- 
water } lord Limerick, who was to have been appointed fccretary at war, in 
the place of Sir William Yonge, could not venture to vacate his feat for 
Taviftock, on the certainty of not being re-chofen, as it was a borough 
belonging to the duke of Bedford. He obtained a reverfion of the place 
of king’s remembrancer in Ireland j and Sir William Yonge, the adherent of 
Sir Robert Walpole, was permitted to continue fccretary at war. 

Orford had now fucceeded in dividing oppofition, and forming an ad- 
miniftration on a Whig bafis. The firm phalanx of oppofition was difunited 5 
Pulteney was duped and deceived by thofe with whom he had n^otiated, 
and defected even by thofe whom he had promoted. While he was con- 
fined by the ficknefs and death of his daughter, the other leaders of 
the oppofition in the houfe of commons, being eager to prove tliat they 
could carry a meafure without his affiftance, lord Limerick moved, on fhe 
9th of March, for a fecret committee, for inquiring into the adminiftration 
of Sir Robert Walpole, during the laft twenty years. Winchclfea . and * 
Carteret, whom Pulteney had particularly favoured, intimated, to his friends, 
without his authority, that it would be agreeable to him if they would not 
attend j accordingly, the motion being made during his abfence, .while Sandys 


• Chandler. lord Archibald Hamilton, lord Baltimore, Phi^ 

f The carl of Winchclfea, John Cockburne^ lip Caveudifl), Dr. Lee, J ohn M. Trevor. 
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was gone to Worcefter to be elcdled, was loft by a majority of only z, 244 
againft 242. 

Pulteney, in feve'ral audiences, urged repeatedly to the king, that the 
Tories were by ho means Jacobites, and to ufe them as Jacobites, was the 
ready way to make them fpj that two-thirds of the nation Were Tories, and 
fevcral of them men of large eftates. He even ventured to alk the king 
why he made himfelf only the head of a party, when he might be king of 
the whole nation ! He himfelf, he added, was a Whig, his moft intimate 
friends were Whigs. He was of opinion, that the trunk of the tree in the 
government fliould be formed of Whigs, but that the Tories might be ino- 
culated or engrafted upon it. The Tories were not maftei’s of calculation, 
or proficients in the knowledge of languages, and therefore could not nor did 
not cxpedl the firft fituations under government : that by conferring a few 
places at court on fome of the molt confiderable, by conftituting others 
lord lieutenants of the counties, and by diftributing fome other marks of 
royal favour, he would difarm the whole party, and prevent their uniting 
in oppofition to government. By this conduft, the king might abolilh 
all diftindions of parties, and the remainder of his reign might be peace-! 
able and glorious *. But Pulteney was now talking in vain ; all his reraon- 
ftrances were incfTedual j he was no longer the foul of a great party, and 
he h.ad no longer that perfonal credit and power which he had enjoyed from 
that fituation. 

The third great objed which Orford had to efTed, w'as his own fccurity, 
which the temper of parliament, and the popular outcry againft him, ren- 
dered extremely difficult. But the fupport of the king, the oppofition of 
the houfe of peers, the goodnefs of his caufc, and the fteady zczl of his 
friends, finally prevailed : the good fenCb of the nation was not long to 
be deluded by vague accufations of pretended patriots. 

It is fortunate, however, for the honour of Sir Robert Walpole, that the 
inquiry into his adminiftration took place j as the ordeal which he under-r 
went on this occafion, was fuch as could have been pafled by few minifters, 
who had, during fo long a period, . direded the helm of government in a great 
commercial country, divided into parties, and torn by fadions. 

The motion of lord Limerick to inftitute an inquiry into the condud 
of Sir Robert Walpole, during the laft twenty years, had been, thrown 'Out, 
and the lofs of the queftion had been principally owing to the abfence 
of Pulteney, and to the intimation that he was averfe to it.. With a 
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view to contraditfl thefe reports, which he confidcred as , injurious to his re- 
putation, as if he was defirous of checking an inquiry, lord Limerick, at his 
requeft, made a fecond motion to appoint a fecrct committee of inquiry into 
the condudt of -the earl of Orford, during the laft ten years of his being firll 
commiffioner of the treafury, and chancellor and under treafurer of his ma- 
jefty’s exchequer. 

It will be unnecellary to enter into a detail of the arguments which were 
urged on both fides, as well on this as on the former occafion, in which the 
late minifter was as vigoroutly attacked and ably defended, and in which his 
third fon, Horace Walpole, teftified his filial afFedlion, by an animated and 
manly Ipeech againft the motion. 

It is fufficlent to obferve, that to accufe a miniftcr of any Ipecific adls 
of mal-adminiftration, is the privilege of our w'ell-regulated conftitution, 
which no one but a friend to a defpotic government, could wifh to be re- 
moved ; but to conftitute a general inquiry into the conduct of a minifter for 
fo long a terrfi as ten years, founded on popular clamours and vague fulpicions, 
without particularizing any adt of gaiilt, and efpecially for meafures which 
had been legally I'andtioned by parliament, feemed as unjuft as it was un- 
conftitutional. It required all the powers of Pulteney, who is faid to have 
ftill preferved “ a miraculous influence in the houfe of commons and 
all the eloquence of Pitt, who eminently diftinguilhed himfelf in both thele 
debates, to palliate or juftify fuch a flagrant abufe of parliamentary interfer- 
ence \ and it demanded all the accumulated weight of the Tories and dif- 
afleded Whigs, to carry it through the houfe, by a majority of only feven, 
252 againft 245. 

The motion having paflTed, a committee of fecrecy, confifting of twenty- 
one members, was appointed, and empowered to examine, in the moft Ib- 
Icmn manner, fuch perfons as they thought proper on the lubjedt matter of 
their inquiry. Of the twenty-one members -j- appointed by ballot, all ex- 
cept two were the uniform opponents of the late minifter. The dilaffeded 
Whigs accufed the Tories of having aded falfely in permitting the in- 
trodudion of Sir Henry Lydal and Talbot, with a view to perplex 
the bufinefs, while the Tories on their fide accufed Sandys of being 
rather a fpy than an aflbeiate, and of rather embarrafling than forw.arding 
the bufinefs 

* Defence of the People, or Anfwer to Henry Furnefe, lord Granard, Cholmonde- 
Fadfion Detefled. Icy Tiirner, Edmund VV''aller, William Pitt, 

•j Sir John St. Aubiii, Srimuel Sandys, Sir Thomas Prowfc, William Bowles, Edward 
John Rufliout, George Compton, lord Qua- Hooper, Sir John Strange, Sir Henry Lydal, 
rendon, William Noel, Sir John Barnard, lord anti John Talbot. Chandler. 

Limerick, lord Cornbury, Nicholas Faxakerly, 4 Defence of tfap People,’ p. 109. 

The 
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The earl of Orford, however, feems to have formed a more judicious opi- Ch«ptcr 60. 
nion of this circumftance. For being congratulated that two of his friends 174*. 
were ap})ointecl members of the fecret committee, he replied, “ They will 
become fo zealous for the honour of the committee, that they will no longer 
pay fufficient regard to mijne*." ' 

Armed with luch extenfive powers, the committee of fecrecy commenced 
their operations, by choofing lord Limerick chairman. They applied with 
indefatigable diligence to the infpedion of the treafury books and papers, 
they examined many perfons who were fuppofed to have been the private 
agents of Sir Robert Walpole, in his fehemes of corruption, bribery, and 
dilapidation of the public revenue. 

The expeftations of the nation were raifed to the greateft height i the 
mcafures of the miniftcr who had been held forth as a public delinquent, 
as having fquandered and appropriated the public money, were brought before 
a tribunal, confilling of perfons who were both willing and able to trace his 
raifeondudt, and difeover his enormities. It was naturally expelled that 
in folong an adminiftration, big with difficulties, and teeming with internal 
troubles, numerous inftanccs of corrupt influence and notorious malvcrfation 
would have been difeovered j and that his opponents had feme founda- 
tion for the crimes which they had laid to his charge. But it foon appeared 
that they had advanced accusations which they could not prove ; and that 
the charges urged with fuch confidence in the forcible language of Pitt, 
could not be authenticated. “ I fear not to declare,” obferved that emi- 
nent orator, with all the baneful fpirit of party, “ that I expc< 51 :, in confe- 
quence of fuch inquiry, to find, that our treafure has been exhaufled, not to 
humble our enemies, or to obviate domeftic infurredions, not to fupport 
our allies, or to fupprefs our fiidions ; but for purpofes which no man who ■ 
loves his country can think of without indignation, the purchale of votes, the 
bribing of boroughs, the enriching of hirelings, the multiplying of depen- 
dents, and the corruption of parliaments -f-.” 

The want of fufficient proofs, drawn from authentic papers and volun- 
tary evidence, reduced the committee to fo great dilemma, that for the 
purpolii of proving thole enormities, which they deemed had been com- 
mitted, they had recourfe to a very extraordinary and unprecedented propo- 
fition. For the difeoveries which they were able to make were inconfiderable, 
when compared with the atrocioufnefs of the charges, and they attributed 
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the iniefficacy of their inquiries to the arts and obftinacy of the ex-minifter’4 
friends and dependents. 

It is an eftablifhed maxim in all governments, that fecret fervice money 
muft always be' employed for the public advantage, and the clifpofal of that 
money is, in limited governments like our’s, always confided to the king, 
under the direction and controul of his minifters, who are refponfible to par- 
liament. Among the minifters, the firft lord of the trealury, as having the 
■ chief direction of the finances, is principally entrufted with the diftribution. 

With, a view to prove Sir Robert Walpole guilty of abufing or mifitianag- 
ing this part of the public revenue, they examined fome of the inferior 
.agents who muft always be employed in that fpecies of negotiation. The 
fum of ;f. 95,000, had palled through the hands of Paxton, folicitor to the 
treafury. Being called upon to give an account of that money, he was firft 
examined about jf. 500, which had been paid to one Boteler in 1735, for the 
purpofe of canying his elecftion for the borough of Wendover. Paxton be- 
ing repeatedly alked if he had advanced any money on that account, repeat- 
edly refufed to anfwer that queftion, as it might tend to accufe himfelf. 
For this fpecies of contumac)^ he was committed to Newgate, by an order 
of the houfe. Gwyn Vaughan being examined by the committee, in regard 
to a practice with which the late minifter was charged, of obliging a pofl'cflbr 
of a place to pay a certain fum from the profits, to a perfon recommended 
by government, followed the example of Paxton, and declined making any 
reply, as it might alFeCl himlelf. 

Scrope, fecretary to the treafury, and member of the houfe of commons, 
being-next examined in regard to the difpofal of ,^.1,052,211, which had, 
within the term of ten years, been traced into his and Sir Robert Walpole’s 
hands, declined tJiking the oath of difeovery, avowing that he could not, 
confiftently with his cqnfcience, take a general oath, while particular que- 
ries might arife, which he was determined not to anfwer, anti he added, that 
he could reply to no interrogation, concerning fecret fervice money, without 
tlic penuilfion of the king. On being again examined, he acquainted the com- 
mittee, “ that he had confulted the ableft lawyers and divines, and that they 
had made his fcruples ftronger ; that he did not do it to Obftruft the com- 
mittee, but he could not, as an honeft man, and with a fafe confcience, take 
the oath. That he had laid his cafe before the king, and was authorifed to 
fay, that the difflbfal of money, ilTued for fecret fervice, by the nature of it, 
requires the utmoft fecrccy, and is, accountable -to bis nujefty only; and 
therefore his majefty could not permit him to diftlofe any thing on the lub- 
je<ft. That he hoped he fliould not incur the difpleafure of the committee, 

for 
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for If the oath was confined, he was ready to be examined. Upon thii 
anfwer, he was no further prcffed*.” 

Several others in the fame manner refuiing to anfwer, the committee were 
perplexed, and confounded between their ftrong inclination to convid, and 
the impoflibility of efFeding their purpofe by tlie common mode of legal or 
parliaraentjury proceeding. 

They therefore publiflied their celebrated repott-f-, and moved in the BUlofirilletn' 
houfe of commons, for a bill, “ to indemnify fuch perfons, as fliould upon 
examination, make difeoveries, touching the clifpofition of offices, or any pay f 
ment or agreement in refped thereof, or concerning other matters belon^ng 
to the condud of Robert carl of Orford J.” 

Many words are not required to fhew the fiital tendency of a bill, calcu- 
lated to fuborn witnefles, to multiply accufations, to encourage villains to 
accufe a perfon who was innocent, or at Icaft, fhould be deemed innocent 
until he was proved guilty, to bribe men to give evidence to fave their own 
lives and eflatcs j a bill in which the inquiry was uncertain, and the indem- 
nity as uncertain as the difeovery which the witneffes might make. For it did 
not lay down any fpecific objed of which the earl of Orford was fuppofed 
guilty, it did not offer the payment of a certain fum of money, or the par- 
don of any particular crime ; but the perfons who gave evidence w'erc to be 
indemnified for all the Aims which they might lofo,-and receive a pardon for 
all the crimes which they might difclofe, in giving evidence againft the 
carl of Orford. It was holding up the ex-minifter as a public felon, and 
converting the houfe of commons into a tribunal of blood §. 

Although the palling of this inquifition bill cafts a fevere refledion on paflesthe 
the houfe of commons, yet it affords fome confolation, that it was not car- commons, 
ried without a confiderable ftruggle, and by a majority of only twelve, zzS 
againft 216. . 

The debates in the houfe of commons, on this important occafion, have 


• Tmdal, vol. 20. p. 543. Chandler. 

-f* Sec the next chapter. 

♦ Tindal, vol. ao, p. 544. 

^ The words of the bill are a fufficient jufti- 
fication of thefe ccnfurcs^ That all perfons 
who ihall truly and faithftilly difclofe and dif- 
cover, to the "beft of their knowledge, remem- 
brance, and belief, all fuch matters "and things, 
R.S they flmll be examined unto^ touching or 
i'oncerning the iaid inquiry and relative there- 
unto. lliali be, ajid are thefebv indemnified and 

Vol. I. 


difeharged, of and from all forfeitures, penal- 
ties, punifkments, difabiiities, apd ipcapackjes 
which they flidll or iT»ay incur, or becotoc 
fubjcA to, for or by realbn or means of any 
matter or thing, which they (hall fo truly 4ud 
faithfully difeover and m^ke known, touchjpg 
or concerning the faid inquiry, and relative 
thereunto; viz. of all mStters relating to the 
conduft of the earl of Orford^ for ten years 
lafl part.” 


4 


jicvc; 





MEM O IItS t> i^ 


Period Vlir. 


Pejefted by 
the lords* 


never been given to the public ; but thofc which took pkce when it was 
(hfculTcd in the houfe of peers are recorded in the contemporary publica- 
tions. The reader may indulge his curiofity/ in the pcrafal of this debate, 
which affords a •^riking inftance of the baneful influence of party fpirit *. 

He will be fhocked at the infinuation of Bathurft, as calculated for the 
meridian of defpotifm, “ that the introduftion cf new methods of profecution is 
the natural confequence of new fchtmes of villatiy^ and new fc Hemes of evajioa.** 
But he will turn with horror from the malignant comparrfon of Chefterfield, 
Who endeavoured to prove, that fitch an indemnity was not a new thing in our 
conflitutiony becaufe rewards zoere daily offered to highwaymen and murderers y for 
the difeovery of their accomplices. 

He will read, however, with pleafure, the maifly remark of lord' chancellor 
Hardw'icke, “ that names will not change the n^ure of the things to which 
they are applied.” “ The bill is calculated,” he faid, to make a defence 
impoffible, to deprive innocence of its guard, and to let loofe oppreflion and 
perjurj' upon the world. It is a bill to dazzle the wicked with a profpe< 5 t 
of fecurity, and to incite them to purchafe an indemnity for one crime, by 
the perpetration of another. It is a bill to confound the notioais of right 
and wrong,, to violate the effence of our conftitution,,and to leave us without 
any certain fecurity for our property, or rule for our adions -f.” 

It refleds the higheft honour on the houfe of lords, that the bill was re- 
jetded by a much larger majority than even the place and penflon bills 
which affords a fufficient anfwer to thofe who confidently affert that its 
rejedioa was wholly owing to the influence of the crown, in confequence 
of a conipromife with Pulteney, ahd that the profecution was only a col- 
lufion. I can truce no figns of fuch a compromife^ I obferve the fecret 
committee eager to prove the miniftcr culpable. I obferve Sandys, and the 
members of the new adminiftration, as violent in their unqualified alTertions 
of his guilt, as the Tories and difaffeded Whigs,. who were excluded by the 
arrangement of Pulteney. If I compare the 109 peers,, who voted againft the 
bill, with the 57 who voted for it, I find the fame proportion of men of pro- 
perty, independence, and probity in the one, as in the. other lUl i, and on an im- 
partial review of the fubjed, I cannot confider their rejedion of this bill, in any 
other light than as an ad of juftice, which did hot. conflxue fufpkion into a - 
:y 

* Gentleman’s and London Magazines.*- yPiacoBitl, - itogaiaft f z msyrnty 39. 
Lords’ Debates, PenfionBill, 7*^ • * 4^" ■ • 
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proof of guilt, which fct bounds to party (pint and Jacobite profecution j and X Cliapter 6o. 
look up with reverence to that branch of our coriftitution, which more than 
once has faved this country from the overgrown prerogative of the crown, and - 
from the violence of popular frenzy. • . 

The rejection' of the indemnity bill by the hbufe of peers, was received 
with fuch dilfatisfaftion by the inveterate enemies of the cx-mirtifter, that 
lord Strange moved in the houfe of commons, That the lords refufing to 
concur With the commons of Great Britain, in an indemnification necei^ry 
to the efFc< 5 tual carrying on the inquiry, now depending in parliament, was 
an obftruft ion to juftice, and might prove fatal to the liberties of this na- 
tion This violent motion was oppofed, not only by the friends of the 
late minifter, but even by Pulteney, and thomew members of the adminiftra- 
tion, and by fome of the Tories, who declared, that although they willied the 
bill had pafled, yet they could not agree to a refolution which would create 
a breach between the two houfes 5 it was ;«;cordingly thrown out by a majority 
of 52. 

The day on which parliament was prorogued, Pulteney was called to the 
houfe of peers, by the title of earl of Bath. 

Walpole had now the pleafure, if it be any plcafure to a great mind, to 
fee the celebrated commoner, who had driven him from the helm, as much 
expofed to obloquy, as he himlelf had ever been in the plenitude of his 
power and unpopularity. He faw him lampooned in ballads replete with 
wit, reviled both by rainifterial and oppofition writers, his influence funk fo 
low, that he, who for a few days pofTefled the whole authority of the crown, 
was now unable to command for a friend a cometcy of dragoons, or a lieu- 
tenancy of the navy J*. In fad", the credit of Pulteney was fo much reduced, 
that on his remonftrating to the duke of Newcaftle, that the king had 
broken his promife of appointing Sir John Hynde Cotton one of the lofds 
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t To this decline of his influence, Sir 
Charles H, Williams alludes in one of his fa- 
tirical ballads : 

Great earl of Bath, your reign is o’er ; 
The Tories iruft your word no more, 

The WhigBUQ longer fear ye ; 

Your gates are feldoni now unbarr'ei, 

Wo crowds pf coaches fill your yard, 

And fcarce a foul conies near ye. 


Few now afpire at your good graces, 
Scarce any fue to you for places. 

Or come with their petition, 

T o tell how well they have defer v’d, . 
How long, how fieadily they ilarv'd 
For you in oppofition : 

Expert to fee that tribe no more, 

Since all rnankind perceive tliat pow’^f 
Is lodg’d in otlier hands. 

Sooner to Carteret now tbey’ll go, 

Orev’n (though that's excefiive low) 

To Wilmington and Sands.'* 

Williams’s Poems^ Pv43- 
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Period vm. of the admiralty} Newcaftle replied, that bis tmjefty had another (hop to- go 
ij[44toi74}. to, alluding to the dwke of Argyle, who had deferted Pultcney, and Joined 
thofc who oppofed the new adminiftiation , 
ac« He faw him reviled, perfecuted, and loaded with fucb Improbable accu- 
cufed. rations, as receivit^ a peerage and an eftate in London from the crown, for 

fereening the minifter from public vengeance. 

1 think it a dufy> and feel a fatisfad^ion in being able to refeue the name . 
of Pultcney from indifciiminatc cenfure, and to prove* from the moft une- 
quivocal fads, that he has been unjullly accufed of ading from bafeand 
ibidid motives. > 

In regard to the peerage, he had never concealed bis intention of procur- 
ing that cligriity, for he had been frequently heard to lay to bis friends. 
When I have turned -out Sir Robert Walpole, I will retire into tliat hof- 
pital of invalids, the houfe of peers.” But it is no lefs true, that he bad re- 
peatedly declined the honour under his adminilbation. He who had driven 
out Wali>ole, who had declined the office of prime minifter, who had made 
lord Wilmington firft lord of the treafury, and filled the boards of treafury 
and admiralty, might eafily have claimed for himfelf a peerage, without terms* 
The truth is, that Pultcney delayed acceptii^ the title, until he had ob- 
tained the privy feal for the earl of Gower, who was obnoxious to the mi- 
niftry ; while lord Hervey, who held that diftinguifhed office, was fupported 
with all' the influence of the king. In fa<ft, be was fo mortified by repeated in- 
ftances of ill treatment, as to meditate a renewal of his oppofition. 'He is 
even faid to have received his new dignity with difguft, and to have trampled 
the patent of peerage under bis feet -f. 

The fecond accufation j^inft Pultcney, that for the purpofe of fereening 
the minifter from public vengeance, he received from the crown a grant of 
a coniiderable eftate in Piccadilly, is alfo no lefs unfounded. For this very 
accufation had been advanced in 1731, and was then amply refuted by Pul- 
teney himfelf He (hewed that the eftate in queftlon was a family eftate 

of 

From the bHhop of Salilbuiy, for malting the comfaramife between the crown 

f From lord Orford^ - ^ and the leaders of the oppoiition ; this was in- 

% It is thus ftated by the author of arcvfcw deed looked upon to be equally an idle or 
of Mr. Pukenev's conduft : groundlcfs fiirmifc; however,!/ // wryctriatn 

Pukenev nope# that by giving up all lu- that a great part of Piccadilly,' which produced 
Cfarive employments', and barely accepting a a very large income, and which //// that Hme^ 

. tkli^ he hact filenced obloqwand removed lof- had belonged to the crown, became aU rf a 
picion* Bat the avarice of his temper was fo fnddin the property of Mn Pultency,” To 
well and univerfally underflood, Chat it was this imputation* Pultcney himfeif replied : 
Yulgariy Aippofcd he had accepted large Aims f ^ It is true, indeed, that this gentleman hath 

a very 
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0* sU 30 Ut ^.i^oc or 1,300 a year, Iv^ld by^a Jeafe of ninety-nine years Chapter 6a 
from the crown, and that he purchafe^ the perpetuity at a fair price. 

This ftatement of the tranfadion does not. however folely reft on Pul- V- — 
tency’s own aflertion j - it is confirmed by the ad of parliament itfelf, which 
palled on the 14th of February in 1721-, and alfo from a. letter* from the 
duke of Montagu to Sir Robert Walpole, requefting him to obtain from 
George the Second, the permiffion of purchaling certain eltates in rewrfion j. 
as a foundation for the grant, he obf'erves, that his late majefty, George 
the Firft, had,;M /ie %th year of his reign, giant ed to Mr, Pulteney the inherit- 
ance of fever al lands and tenements in St. James's, in r'everfion of above 99 
years then in being. 

It is but juftice to the memory of Pulteney, who has bSen fo much 
calumniated for this part of his political condud, to add his own apology,, 
as given by himfelf, in a letter, written to billiop Newton -f. “ In every 

thing I did, when the change was made, I know I adetl honeftly,T am 
furc I aded difintereftcdly, and if I did not do what the world may call 
wifely, it was the fault of a.few friends who betrayed me,. of the court that 
meant to weaken me, and of many others who too haftily miftrufted me, and 
turned their backs upon me. r But time (as I always thought it would) has 
cleared up all thefc points j and I have th« fatisfadion to imagine that the 
king now wifhes he had given into my Icliemes ; the friends who betrayed. 
me are fenfible of, and forry for their folly j and they who oppofed me,, 
though fome of them have fmee got power into their own hands, are fenfi- 
ble how mean a figure they make with it, and how unequal they are to the 
polls they have. Certain it is, that no one can.be fo capable of writing hif- 
tory, as he who has been principally concerned in. the gfeat tranfadions j and 


a very large e(late> which bach been in his fa- 
mily for many generalSoiis. Some part of his 
eftate was heW by alrafe from the crown^ of 
which there was a term of ninety-nine years to 
come, after a term that was men in being. 
His gramifather left his ellate in truAees, to be 
fold for the purchaie of other lands of inherit- 
ance. Upon this occafiotv^ he applied to the, 
crown to buy off the inheritance, not as a fa- 
vour, but as a fair purchafer, and was at the 
aiKpence of an aA of parliament to obtain it. 
He paid more than Sir Ifaac or any 

other calculator, computes the vilue of fuch a 
purchaie to be ; for it coft him altogether, with 
charges^ a yesir^s pumbafe to make it inhent- 


ance ; and I believe no body will pretend to argue 
that an inheritance, after a term of above an 
hundred years to come, is worth one year's pur- 
chafe, nor would this gentleman have given 
one fiiiglo fl\illing for ir, if it had not been to 
get his eftate out of truftces hands. 

This is the fa^i ; and what was the value of 
the cftaie thus purchafcdi Not above twelve 
or thirteen hundred pounds a year ; which is 
but a fmall part of this gentleman'seftatCi even 
according to your own calcuhtion ; moft of 
whicir was land of inherit&nce before/' 

^ Walpole Papers. 

t Auguft. X 5, X 7+5. life of Bifhop New- 
ton. 
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Period Vfll. ir ever it fhouW be necetTary to inform the world (which I believe it will not) ’ 
1 74a to 1 745. of the hiftory of the late change, no one can to be fure do it, or at lead 
furnilh materials for doing it, fo well as myfolf, for I may truly fay, Pars magna 
ful and I do ijbt appreliend, nor can recolle< 5 t one (ingle fad, no not one 
circumftance in the whole affair, that it can be necellary to fupprefs or dif- 
guife. If avarice, ambition, or the defire of power had influenced me, 
why did I not take (and no one can deny but I might have had) the greatefl; 
pod in the kingdom. But I contented myfelf with the honed pride of 
having fwbducd the great author of corruption, retired with a peerage, which 
.1 had three times at different periods of my life refufed ; and left the go- 
vernment to be conduded by thofc who had more inclination than I had to 
be concerned in it. 1 (hould have been happy, if I could have united an 
adminidration capable of carrying on the government with ability, oecononiy, 
and honour.” 

A friend of Pulteney has alfo given a full explanation of his condud, 
and dated the infuperable difficulties which he had to encounter from the 
difeordant views of tlrat heterogeneous oppofition, which, with all his influ- 
ence and abilities, he could not unite in fentiment, though he had fucceeded 
in uniting them for the purpo(e of forming a confident plan of attack. 

“ Like an oppofition in parliament, carried on againd arv overgrown mi- 
nider, all forts of parties and connexions, all forts of difagreeing and con- 
tradidory intereds, join againd him, at fird, as a common enemy, and toler- 
able unanimity is prelerved amongd them, lb long as the fate of this parlia- 
mentary war continues in fufpence. But when once they have driven him 
from the wall, and think thcralelves fure of vidory, the jcaloufies and fulpi- 
cions, which while the conted depended had been difled, break out, every 
one, who flrared in the fatigue, expeds to lliare. in the (polls, feparate in- 
tereds counterad each other, feparate negotiations are fet on foot, till at lad, 
by untimely and unnecefl'ary divifion, they lofe the fruits of their vidory, 
and the objed of the common refentment is able to make terms for him- 
felf*.” 

• To this paiTage the antlior fiibjoined a leftion and papers, a hiftory af tlie events 
note : The .true hiftory of the tranfa^tion which accompanied and followed the refig- 
luire alluded to, may polfibly, fome time or nation of Sir Robert Walpole. ' That he 
other appear; though as yet, vve are per fu ad ed, afterwards changed his mind, and faid he 
the world knows very little of Letter would leave this talk to Dr- Douglas, who 
to tw'o Great Men, 1760, p. 35. This excel- Ihould draw up an account after his oeath, and 
lent pamphlet was written by Dr. Douglas, pointed to feveral papers which would be of 
now biftiop of Salifbury, who in explanation, life to him. Froni a kno.wlcdge of thefe faifts, 
aflUred me that it was the intention of lord the public naturally formed the higheft expcc- 
iiatb, to have arranged, from his own recoj. tations, and bifliop Newton juftly obferves, 
% “As 
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Chapter 61. 
174a. 


Examination of the Report of the Secrej Committee. — Heads of Accufation urged 
againft Str Robert Walpole. — Undue Influence in Ele£iions. — Grants offraudu^ 
lent Contrails. — Peculation., and Profujion in the Expenditure of the Money for 
Secret Service. — His private Fortune^ pecuniary Acquirements, and the State 
of his Affairs at his Death. 


T H E charges againft the ex-minifter, which refult from the report of the 
fecret committee, may be reduced to three principal heads : 

Undue influence in eletftions : 

2.. Granting fraudulent contrads : 

3. Peculation, and profufion. in the expenditure of fecret fervice 
money. 


Begun Satur- 
day, Novenl 
ber 7, and 
hniined Fri- 
day, Novem- 
ber 13. 


The firft charge, of undue influence in cledions, is confined principally to The firft 
the offer of a place of colledor of - the port of Weymouth to the mayor, if charge exa- 
he would ufe his influence in obtaining the nomination of a returning oflicer; ' 
the promife of a living to the brother-in-law of the mayor for the fame pur- 
pofej the removal of fome revenue officers, who refufed to give their votes 
for the minifterial candidate ; and the, difttibution of fome trifling fums for 
borough profecutions and fuits. Such petty abufes of power, which were 
fwelled in the report * into almoft capital charges, were fo much below the 

dignity 


• The conteft is plain and vifible ; it is ; 
Whether the commons fliall retain the third 
(late in their own hands, whilft this whole 
difpute is carried on at the expence of the peo* 
pie; but, on the- other fide of the miiTifter, 


out of the money granted to fupport and fe« 
cure the conliitutional independency of tlie 
three branches of the legiflatnre. 

This method of corruption i.s as fure, and 
therefore your committee apprehend, as crU 

minal 


As Dr. Pearce had fome knowledge of thefe 
and other tranfa^tions, fo Dr. Douglas, by con- 
rerfing feveral years almoft daily with lord Hath, 
liad frequent opportunities of informing himfelf 

« f the tmth of many particulars, and having 
olledcd futficient materials for the piirpofe, is 
well qualified to draw the juft charaiftcr, and 
to complete the hiftory of his noble patron, a 
debt which he owes to his memory, and it is 
hoped will one time or otlrT fully difeharge, 


fo that conformably to the rule, in the mouth 
of two or three witnclfis, every word may be 
eftabliflied.” 

On the death, however, of lord Bath, j^eneral 
Pillteney deftroyed all his papers, and tlie world 
has to regret that the learned ; . Jate was, by this 
unfortunate cifcumftance, prevented from ac- 
com{>lifliing a dcfign, for whioli he alone coiiki 
be fufficieatly qu alined. 



MEMOIRS OF 


Period Viri. tiignity of the hoiire, as to throw ridicule on tlieir proceedings, and fo ex- 
1742 to 1745. cite the contempt of the pulplic. 

— V— r— ^ The fecond charge, of granting fraudulent contrails, is reduced to a Jingh 

Seepnd >conlra6l, glven-to Peter Burrel-and John Briftow, two members of the houfe 
cliarge. commons, for furnithing money at Jamaica, towards the payment of 

the Britifli troops j into which a friend of Sir Charles Hanbuiy Williams 
was admitted by his recommendation, and by which the contrailors gained 
14. jj. 2f d. per cent *. But even admitting the truth o^ the ftatement, 
‘the bargain, when frrft made, could not be unfavourable to tire publicvbe- 
•caul'e, as appears upon .the report, Burrel would not, on account of the rilk, 
accept the whole contrail, but admitted Briftow as his partner, and even 
offered a part of his thare to his brothers, and two other gentlemen ; all of 
whom declined for the fame riafon. 

lirhird charge. The next charge, tliat of peculation, and extravagance in the expenditure 
of the public money, is of a far more ferious nature. 

In order to affix the ftigma of peculation on Sir Rolsert Walpole, it was 
neceflary to fhew, that the (urns employed for fecret fervice during the laft ten 
years of his ad minift ration, were much greater than the fums expended on the 
fame occafion, during an equal number of years, in any of the preceding reigns ; 


minal a way offubverting the confthution as 
Ijy ati armed force, it is a crime produdivc of 
a total deftiTK^ion of the very being of this 
, govern men r, and is fo high and nnnatura}, 
that nothing but the powers of parliament can 
reach it ; and as it caw never meet with parlia- 
mentary animadverfion, but when it is unfuc- 
cefsfiil, k muft feck for its fecurity in the ex- 
tent and etlicacy of the mifchicf it produces; 
and therefore^ your cominittce apprehend it is 
the more ncccflliry for your coniideration, 
while its want of fuccefs yet leaves an oppor- 
,tiinity to prererve and maintain yodf indepen- 
dency for the future/’ Report of the Commit- 
tee of Secrecy, p, 74. 

* Your committee have been obliged to 
dwell the longer upon this contrac^f, becaufe 
the whole behaviour of the earl of Orford, 
who had the foie dire<^ioii of it, feems fo ex- 
traordinary, that they fear this part of the re- 
port would want credit, if they had not de- 
feended into the moft minute parts of it. 

“ Here they find a contra<ft entered Intoupon 
the good faith of the propofers only, with an 
ignorance of the value of the exchange, whe- 
ther real or affected does not appear to yo.ur 
i ommittee ; and th^nt defeof fo far from being 
endeavoured to be fupplied by admitting pro- 
pofalj, or infoi'mation from any other mer- 


chants, that it feemed a determined point to 
flint it out, even where it feemed to obtrude 
ilfelf upon him from the very otHccs fubjetl 
to his infpc«^ion. 

‘‘ But as if this injUTV to the troops and in- 
juftice to the nation nad been too little, he 
rendered this contraft more advantageous to 
the comradkors, than their moft fanguine ex- 
pectation originally fiiggefled to them. 

“ For thcwigh by" the terms of the contra<J^t, the 
public was only to advance £, 27,000 in mo- 
ney, yet we find the further fum of ^.43,000, 
advancetl to them before the arrival of the 
troops in America. 

“And your committee obferve, that the fliares 
of the profits of this contraft were dealt out 
to the cleputy of the pay office, and to a friend 
of the paymafter of the marines, at the requefr 
of the laid paymafrer, without any advance of 
money, or trouble on their part; and it is very 
remarkable, that thefe fliares were confined to 
the fums^iffiicd from their rcfpeAivc offices. 

“ And hf re your committee muft obferve, 
from the whole courfc of this proceeding, that 
neither the intereft of the foldier, or the public 
feemed to have been the object of the earl of 
Or ford’s attention.” Report of the Coinmittce 
of Secrecy, p, 1 5. 

aad 
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anti In making this comparative ftatemcnt, the committee appear to realife the Chapter 6i. 
axiom, tliat “ he who proves too much proves nothing.” “ The ifluing,” ^ 174* 

obferves the committee, “ fuch an immenfe part of the money, given for 
the j'upport of the civil government, to thefc particular ufes, diirmg a time 
of ])rolbundtranquillity till the late rupture with Spain, greatly alarmed your 
committee, and put them upon examining what fums had been ifllted for 
tlic fame fcrvices, in a period for the like number of years. And your com- 
mittee beg leave to repreicjit to you, that exorbitant as this turn may feem, 
they would have fuppreffed this |)art of their report, if by the comp.ariron 
they had entered upon, tliey .could any ways have reconciled their filcnce 
upon this head, to their duty in this houfe and the nation ; and your com- 
mittee hope, that the period they have pitched upon, will evince the truth 
of this intention, as it comp.rchends a genera) and mofl. expenfive war abroad, 
a demife of the crown, the hapj^y cftablinimcnt of the prefent ro}'al lamily 
upon the tlirone, and an open and dangerous rebellion at home ; in (hort, 
every event that can happen to jullify extraordinary expenccs in carrying on 
the bufinefs of government. And it is not eafy to exprefs the furprile of 
your committee, when they found by the account laid before them, which 
is annexed, (N“ ii) that from the ifl day of Auguft 1707, to the tft day 
of Auguft 1717, there was itllicd under the aforclaid heads, no more than 
thefumof;r.337,96o. 4r. _ 

The llatement brought forward with fuch affected candour and modera- 
tion, is partial and inaccurate. 

The partiality will appear from coinmencing the inquiry into the expen- 
diture in 1707. For the adoption of this year, there Icems no particular 
reafon, excepting, that had they begun with the years immediately pre- 
ceding, the fecret fervice money would have been confiderably larger. For 
in 1707, the union with Scotland'was effefted i and it is a well known fa(ff, 
that large fums * of money were remitted, in 1705 and 1706, to Scotland, 
for the purpofe of purcharing*the confent, or filencing the oppofitipn of llwt 
rcfraclory natives, who vehemently refifled tliecllablilhmcnt ot the union. 

Another proof of partiality is no lefs evident from doling their compa- 
rative ftatemcnt with Auguft 17175 at the time when the large pen- 
fion granted to the abbot du Bois, the complicated negotiations for the 

* At one draft /.so, 000 was fent to the Scottifli treafury for that purpofe. Smollett, vol. z. 
p. 93. 
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Period VIII. quadruple alliance, and the iicceffity of corrupting the fenate of Sweden, 
1742 to 1745. on the death of Charles the Twcllth, and many domeftic particulars, which 
' ' rendered the expcnces of Sunderland’s adminiftration peculiarly heavy, mull 
have incrcafed_ the total amount of fecret fervice money, during the years 
which immediately followed 1717. 

Another proof of partiality appears from confining their ftatement to only 
one term ; for had they adled on the common principles of jullice, they ought 
to have compared the fecret expenditure, from 1731 to 1741, with that of 
feveral terms of ten years, from the reftoration to the year 1731. Had 
they ojilj’ felefted the ten firft years of queen Anne, from 1702 to 1712, or 
the firft ten years of George the Firft, from 1 7 14 to 1724, the average amount 
of the fums expended in fecret fervice would have been confiderably fwelled; 
and perhaps to as large, if not to a larger amount, than thofe diflDurfcd on 
the fame occafion from 1731 to 1741. Had they only confulted and com- 
pared their ow'n account of the three years, from Auguft 1717 to Auguft 1720, 
they might have found that during that period the expenditure for lecret fer- 
vice, fpecial fervice, and to rcimburfe expences, amounted to . 228,000 i but 
they purpofely omitted this juft and candid method of proceeding, becaufe Sir 
Robert Walpole was at that time in oppofition, and had no ftiare in the diftri- 
bution. Had they carefully confulted the treafury books for the four fac- 
cceding years, they would have found 458,000 w'as expended on the fame ac- 
count *. Had they carried their comparative ftatement ftill farther, they 
would have found that, in 1725, the year in w'hich the Hanover treaty was 
concluded, the fecret fervice money, expended between the ift of May and 
the 4th of March, amounted to 2 18,1 32 f. But fuch an inquiry was 
not conformable to their views ; which were, to diminilh t,he amount of the 
fums expended before the year 1731, that thofe dilburfed during the laft 
ten years of Walpole’s adminiftration might appear enormoufly large. 

In the fecond place, the ftatement of the committee is not a full and 
exad account of all the fums empkyycd in fecret fervice money from 1707 
to 1717. For half of the term fpccificd in the comparative ftatement, was 
a time of war, w'hen an extraordinary allowance of 10,000 per annum 
is granted for procuring fecret intelligence, and 2f per cent, deducted from 
the pay of all the foreign forces in the fervice of Great Britain, which, in 

^ • Note in Sir Robert Wat-jole's Imiui-writ- fervice, made between the id of Mav i?-’?, 
uig, at the end of an abllrad of the civil lilt, and the 4th of March following. In the Or- 
made m 17s ford Papers. 

t An account of bounties, fecret fervices, \ Faftion Deteded, p. 140. 
and other payments in the nature of fecret 


five 
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five years, amounted (0,^.178,802. 14 r. was principally employed for the Chapter 61. 

fame purpofe *. It follows, therefore, that no juft medium of comparifon 

can be drawn from the money employed for fecret fervice, in time' of war V— — v— 

and in time of peace ; becaufe in time of peace expences of. this nature have 

no eftabliftied provilion, whereas in time of war extraordinary allowances are 

appropriated for that purpofe. 

In addition to thefe extraordinary allowances, muft likewife be joined a 
part of the civil lift debt of £. 500,000, which was paid by parliament in 
1715, and of £. 400,000, which the queen owed at her demife. 

I have no particular documents which enable me to prove mquejlionahlyy 
that all the fums expended for fecrct fcrvice, during the three firft years of 
George the Firft, ending in yVuguft 1717, arc not fpecified. But I have 
real'on to aflert, with full confidence, that it was fo ; for it is more than 
j)robable, that part of the debt of 800,00c on the civil lift, which was paid 
off in 1720 and 1721, w'as contrafted before Auguft 1717. For that a 
part of the debt contracted by the civil lift, was always fuppofed to have 
been expended in fccret fervice money, is proved from the motion made by 
Pultency in the houfe of commons, in 1725, on the propofal to pay the debt 
on the civil lift, to addrefs the king for an account of all monies which had 
beenifl'ued and paid to anyperfon or perfons, on account, for the privy purfe, 
fecret fervuey penlions, hounties, or any lum or turns of money to any perlon 
or perfons zvithotit ac county from March 25, 1721, to March 21, 1725. 

From thefe remarks the fallacy of the oblervation will fufficiently appear, 

“ that the fums expended on thefe fervices during the lall ten years, amount 
to near five times as much as was expended in the ten years ending in Augull 
1717 j and that the two remarkable years, 1733 and 1734, amount to 

312,128. lyr. q d. being confitderably more than the total of the whole 
ten years, from 1707 to 1717-” 

Nor can the injuftice of the committee be fulFicienlly reprobated for feled- 
ing, as a matter of animadverfion, what ought to have been a lubjed; of 
praife ; the two remarkable 5fears, 1733 and 1734, in w'hich commenced 
thofe complicated negotiations, that fucceeded the death ol Auguft us king 
of Poland, when the fum of ,^.312,128. igs. 7 lor fecret fervice, 
which they malignantly held forth to public cenlure, was well expended for 
procuring that fecret intelligence, and for gaining thofe minifters abroad, 

• Report of the Commiffioners, in lyts. 
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Period VIII. which prevented a war with France and Spain, that would have added 
l74^tol745. fevcral millions to the national debt. 

‘ Mavinp' thus endeavoured to (hew that the conduft of the committee in 
comparing the feCrct expenditure, during the laft ten years of Sir Robert 
Waljxjle’s adminiftration, with t!ie ten years from 1707 to 1717, was partial 
and fallacious,.! (hall next examine the account itielf; and fltall endeavour to 
prove that their flatement was ec^ally unjull. The report claiies fecret 
expenditure under two principal heads. The fird relates to the fecret 
fcrvice money, of which (he deltinatlon was not, and couid not be fpecified, 
becaufe it was expended for the fecret purpofes of government. It amounts 
to little more than the half, or £-786,355. 17J. 4J. The fecond com- 
prifes that money, (he diftribution of which is fpecified ; and which is di- 
vided into (pedal fervice, amounting to £.272,504. or. and to reim- 
burfe expences, amolinting to £.205,390. lyr. lod. They likewife add- 
ed other articles, £.66,000 (or the (ccretaries of (late, £.68,800 upon 
account to the (blidtor of the trcalury, and £.50,077. i8-J. to authors 
and printers. Tlieie totals, with a few other fmall articles, amount to 
£. 1,440,128, which is dated to be the expence of the civil government in 
fecret fervice money, during the fpace of ten years. 

But although the report then continues by endeavouring to prove, that 
the money, itTued under the three heads of fecret fervice, fpecial fervice, and to 
rdmburie expenees, was underdood to mean one and the fame thing ; and 
tliough they (hew that, according to the forms and accounts of the treafury, 
they are ufually cornprifed under the fame head ; “ yet w'ho does not per- 
ceive a very wide difference between fecret fervices, and the other two articles 
of fpecial fervice, and the reimburfement of exjiences, although it is pro- 
bable, that foine part of the money, under thefe two heads, has been really 
applied that way Yet very great (urns mud have been ill'ued under theic 
titles, to purpofes very dilierent from thofe which ought to have given fo 
much alarm to the |)ubiic ■ And it is to be obl'erved, that till the pading 
of Burke’s bill, all trcaiuiy penJlon:; were charged to the fecret fervice. 

As to' the other (liree artich's, vi/.. That of the folicitor of the treafury, 
that of the allowance of £. 3,000 i>cr annum to each of the fccretarios of 
date, and that of the money idlicd to autliors and printers, it is impoffiblc, 
with any candour, to bring them into the charge of the fecret fcrvice. 

■ The lird (urn, to the (biiciior, is given always upon account, viz. for 
crown profecutions, and other ncceffary, obvious, and warrantable purpofes of 
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government, of which the committee themfelves were fo wel] aware, that 
they deduifltd that fum from the grand total. 

The fecond fum, wliich regards the fecretaries of flatc, ftands juftly ex- 
ccplionable in (his comparifon, bccaufe it was made a diftindl article from 
that of fccret fervicc in all times, and is particularly fpecified as fuch in the 
ftatcinent of ihe annual expenditure before the revolution, being not included 
in the anmiai ium of ;/f. 89,968. 8r. 2id. to which the annual average of the 
fums employed in fecret fervicc then amounted.” 

In regard to the charge that jf. 50,077. 18 5. was paid to authors and 
printers of ncwlpapers, fuch as Free Britons, Daily Courants, Corncudcr’.s 
Journals, Gazetteer , and other political papers, between February ro, 1731, 
and February 10, 1741, it may be fufficient to obierve, with the author of 
“ Faftion Detecflcd,” that is a matter ratlier to be laughed at, than conlkler- 
ed ferioufly The grofs amount of 7^.50,077. i8i. feems a large fum, but 
if divided by ten, the number of years, is reduced to only 5,007. 1 55. 
per annum, a fum too trifling to deferve notice. 

If this reafoning is juft, and thefe calculations accurate, wc muft deduft 
from 1,453,400, the fum cT;^. 662,781, or the total employed in fpe- 
cial fervice, and to reimburfe expences, together with the three articles for 
the fecretaries of ftate, the folicitor of the treafury, and the authors and 
printers; and the remainder, 790,619, will be the whole diftxirfcmcnt 
for fecret fervice from 1731 to 1741. This tot.al, upon a medium of ten 
years, is only 79,061. i8j. per annum ; a much lets fum than was ex- 
pended on the fame occalion, during a fimilar term of years befinre the revo- 
lution '}'. And even if the fums for fpecial fervicc, and to reimburle ex- 
penccs, thouUl be included, the amount will then be £. 1,264,250 ililburfeil 
in ten years, or 126,425 per annum, which certainly cannot be confidered 
as an unreafonable fum for keeping the nation in tranquillity at liome, and 
peace abroad, during a period of very intricate negotiation, conciliating fo- 
reign courts, and procuring intelligence, in bounties, penfions during plea- 
furc, reimburfement of expences, extraordinaries to foreign minifters, prefents 
and contingencies at home; and if due confidcration be had to the differ- 
ence of times of v;ar and peace, to the increafe in the value of money, and 
to the difficulty ofprocuringexaft intelligence, tins fum will not appear com- 
paratively larger than the fecret fervice money expended in the reigns of Wil- 
liam, Anne, and George the Firft. It is rather an obje’A of wonder how io 
much could be cfleiftcd with this money ; for no niinifter ffnee Walfingtiam, 
ever procured fuch extenfive and accurate intelligence as Sir Robe rt Wal- 


pole, 


Chapter 6 1 . 
X74i. 


* Fadion Detefted^ p. 137, 


'1* IbuL [). !34. 


On 



MEMOIRS OF 


JVrio.1 VJII. On reviewing thefe obfervations, we may venture to draw thefe conclu- 
171210174;. (ions : That no dependence can be had on the ftatement of the report; it 
being unjull, partial, and fallacious ; that it fully vindicates the charafter of 
the minider fronj/any charge of peculation, becaufe it tliews, that notwith- 
danding his unpopularity, and the eagernefs with which his enemies endeavour- 
ed to criminate him, no guilt could be proved. The members of the com- 
mittee, except two, were enemies to Sir Robert Walpole, they were inflamed 
by party, and goaded by perfonal antipathy ; and therefore fome apology 
may be made for them, if under the impreffion of fuch fentimert?, they 
gave erroneous ftatements. But what apology can be made for thole com- 
]>ilers of our hiflory, who, cither ignorant of the true date of the queition, or 
wilhlng to iniflead the reader, have exaggerated even the accounts in the re- 
])Oit, and do not blufli to fully the pages of hiftory by alTerting, that the 
enormous turn of/. 1,453,400 was employed in fecret fervicc money, when 
even the report makes a different ftatement, and when the fallacy of fuch a 
Ibucmcnt is unqucftionably proved by the author of Fadfion Detected, which 
i xcclknt performance they ought to have ftudied before they made fuch 
u; K|uali fled afl’crl ions. 

There yet remains one article, too important to be omitted, which proves 
the malignity or ignorance of the committee. 

“ Wc find, moreover, that two days before he refigned, viz. Feb. 9th, 
/.1 7,461 was paid into his hands by virtue- of three warrants, ligned but 
tlic i'amc day, which were pawned w'ith the bank officer, in order to raife the 
. fmn before they had palled through the ufual forms of the exchequer, and 
till money came into that office, on account of the civil lift, to redeem 
them.” 

This ftatement carries an appearance of great ignorance in the committee, 
of the circumllances attending ilTues of money from the exchec[uer, or it is 
an artful colouring of a very common tranfadlion, in order to aggravate the 
fuppofed mil'condudl of Sir Robert Walpole, for the purpofe of mifleading 
t he judgment of the public. 

The commilfioners of the treafury, at all times, have been in the praflkc 
of figning orders for the ill'ue of money from the exchequer, as welTout of 
the fupplics, as out of the civil lift, previous to the adlual receipt at the ex- 
chequer, of the feveral heads of revenue, out of which, fuch orders are there- 
after to be difeharged 

This ufage is perfectly corredf, and really nccellary, becaufe it enables the 

• For the anfwcr to this ankle, I am indebted to Edward Roberts, efquire, deputy' to the clerk 
•f the pells. 

payment 
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payment to be made to the party immediately after the future, or next re- chapter 61, 
ceipt at the exchequer, which payment, but for this praftice, mud necefla- ‘ 74 *' 
rily meet with great delay, from the time unavoidably to be taken up in * 

drawing orders at the exchequer, and tranfmitting them for fignatures and 
entry at the treafury. 

Monies are very frequently wanted for prefling ferviccs, which require im- 
mediate payment, and various means have been devifed for that purpofo, 
long before the revenue, out of which thole fervices are bound to be dif- 
chaeged, has found its way into the receipt of exchequer. 

The legiflaturc annually enables the minifter to anticipate, by exchequer 
bills, the itfues intended to be made out of the land and malt taxes, and the 
furplus of the confolidated fund. 

As the civil lift arifes from a weekly produce, comparatively fmall, it muft 
fometimes happen that urgent and unforeleen demands, will unavoidably 
compel the minifter, or the creditor, to anticipate the fum required, by pri- 
vate means, until it can be regularly difeharged, by due courfe, from the 
exchequer. 

I take for granted that from the 8th to the 10th of February, 1741-2, 
there was, as has often happened, but little money remaining in the exche- 
quer, applicable to the ui'es of the civil government, and that the fum of 
^.17,461, was immediately wanted, by Sir Robert Walpole, for ferviccs 
which his majefly muft certainly have approved of, becaufe he figned three 
feparate warrants for the ifllie, as he was entitled by his prerogative to do, 
and he muft alfo have given Sir Robert receipts to their amount. 

Thefe warrants arc faid to have been pawned to the bank officer, in older 
to raife the fum before they had pafled through the ufual forms, and till 
money came into that office, on account of the civil lift, to redeem them. 

And here lies the whole gift of this charge. 

Not to dwell on the ill-natured exprelfion of pawned, fo evidently intro- 
duced to heighten the accufation, or on the good nature of the bank officer, 
who certainly liad no power nor means to accommodate the parties, with- 
out" the fpecific and exprefs diredlions of his fuperiors, the bank direiftors 
tlien in waiting; what is the fad but fimply this ? that a fum of money 
required for his majefty’s forvice on the 9th of February, and certain of being 
paid at the exchequer on the nth, was advanced by the bank of England 
on the undeniable fecurity of the king’s fign manual, the Warrant of the com- 
miflioners of the treafury, and an exchequer order ; the firft and laft of theie 
inftruments having been regularly counterligned by the commiffioners ot the 
treafury alfo. 


Nor 



MEMOIRS *OF 


7 1 S 


ivnod VI H. 

101745. 
Cl ' t ' i 


Vinclicatioa 
of WalpoliJ 
from the 
cl 1:117/ of 
pccuj.ar:on. 


K'jr could any jipprelicnfions be entertained that after the miniftcr’s re- 
moval the payment could be flopped by thole who were to fuccced him, 
ti.ev having the })o;ver of conhrming fuch iflues as their predeceffors had 
dircflcd, but not,-of annulling rhem. 

Although thefe I'ums were procured from the bank, they might have been 
advaticcd by a banker, or any other pcrlbns to whom Mr. Scrope or Mr. 
Stanhope might have thought proper to apply; the tranfadlion being mod 
undoubtedly a private accommodation, and in no refpeift of an official or 

public imtiiic. 

' Sir Robert Walpole hiinifelf undertook to draw up an anfwer to the re- 
port of th.e fccret committee, and made fome progrefs in the work, but he 
relinquilhed the buflncf. on a convidion, that the anfwer mufl be either ma- 
terially defeirive, or he mufl have related many things highly improper to be 
exj)o!ed to the public '^. Among the Walpole papers is a rough draugl it 
in liis own hand writing, which appears to have been the commencement of 
this vindication. It il ales in a very perfpicuous manner the mode of iliii- 
ir.g and receiving money at the exchequer, and proves undeniably that a 
minillcr could never a])propriate to his own ufe any part of the fecret fcrvice 
money, as the rules and forms which conflitute the law of the exchequer, ren- 
der it aimofl impoffible to defraud or mifapply any part of the public trea- 
furc. Althoiigli this document is incomplete, yet it appears too curious a 
jxtper to be withheld from the public : it is therefore inferted in the Corre- 
fjxtndcncc. 

Before I dole this review of the report, it wall not be improper to make 
a few obi'ervations on the rumours induflrioufly circulated, that Sir Robert 
VV^alpole gained enormous riches from the plunder of the public. 

The current opinion of his vaft wealth was, in fome degree, fandioned 
by his profufe ftyle of living, and the large fums which he expended at 
Houglitou, in bdildings and purebafes, wliich could not amount to lefs than 
jf. 200,000, and to which it was faid tlie income of his eflate, and the known 
falary of his vijible employments were manifeftly inadequate f. 

This 


* Ktongh, from Sir Robert Walpole, 
t I'be confidence and rancour with which 
thefe cirarges were brought forward and lap- 
, ported, will aj^pear fjom the following cx- 
written at different periods;—* 

With what face can he fay that the mini- 
fter^s eftate is no way exorbitant^ when every 
body knows has amalfed immenfe riches, 
not in the fervice of the croixjn^ but by johs^ fc^ 
fccret fervkcy the falc of honours, places, pen- 
4 


fions, and bargains, made in more places than 
Exchange Alleys by which tiioufands of fami- 
lies have been reduced Examiner, 

in anfwer to the Free Briton, July i, 1731, 
p. 27. 

“ That he is the mailer of the national 
treafure is evident from his profufion, profii- 
iion to which no fund but the exchequer can 
he fufficient, and of which the income of his 
eftate, and the known lalaries of his vifible 

employments. 
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This heinous charge will be beft anfvvered by a plain ftatcment of his pri- Chapter 6 k 
vate property, pecuniary acquirements, and the lit nation of his aflairs at *743* 
liis.death. 

In tile firfl: chapter of thefe Memoirs, I have fltcwn, frony undoubted do- Hh private 
curnents, that his family eftate, to which he fucceeded in i 760, amounted to 
^.2,169 a year, and that it had been relieved from embarraffments by his 
wife’s fortune. His generous temper, and liberality in promoting the 
Hanover fucceflion, appear to have involved him in his early days in feme 
difficulties, from which he was afterwards relieved by the emoluments of 
the offices which he held under the Wiiig adminiilration in the reign of 
queen Anne, and while paymafter general of the forces, in the reign of George 
the Firft. But he greatly augmented his fortune by dilpofing of South Sea 
ftock. He was, however, princij)ally indebted for this acquifition to his 
own fagacity, and to the judgment and intelligence of his agents, jacombe 
and Gibfon ; for he was fo far from being entrufted with the fecrets of 
the managers, that he was execrated by them for having uniformly op- 
poied the projcdl, and favoured the pro})olal of the bank. His good for- 
tune, however, was ftill greater than his own dlfcernmcnt or the intelligence of 


employments, are not equal to the tenth part. 
Ills condud has, indeed, in this refpe< 5 t, been 
I'uoh, that he teems to have thought his tri- 
ump.h not comj)lcat, iinlets he flicwcd how 
little he rf;.Kuded dctei^ion, and how mucli he 
derp'dl’d tlie rcfeiitniciu of the nation. For 
tliiu real'oii lie has pl<'"defl hintfelf with creat- 
ing palaces and extending parks, planting gar- 
dens in places to which the very earth was to 
be tranfported in carriagcTv, and embracing 
cafeades and touiitains whofc water was only 
to be obtained by aquediu^s and machines, 
and imitating the extravagance of oriental 
monarchs, at the cxpencc of a free people, 
wlioni he has at once impoverlflied and be- 
trayed,’* Pliheney’s fpeech for his removal, 
1741-2.— Gentleman’s Magazine for 1743. 
p. 171;. 

I -40- 1.— Some people refine fo much 
as to think Sir Robert will be glad to niakc 
himfelf furc of Im ^traf /hr/urtf, and quit, if he 
can have tern’js that can fecure.” “ but if this 
wonderful thing (tlie refignation) fliould be 
brought about, Sir Robert will Rill be behind 
the curtain,^with an imnienfe eftate, and make 
it very uneafy to any minifter.”— Duchefs of 
Marlborough’s Opinions, p. 109. On this 
ftibjcft the editor juftly obferves, ‘‘ The vq/? 
wi'a/zi of Sir Robert Walpole was, I remem- 
ber, the cry of the day ; and it ieetned as if 

VoL. L 


he had purchafed moft of the county of Nor- 
folk, and poircfted one- half, at lea ft, of the 
ftock of the bank of England. He him/clt 
faid, in a familiar way, “ People call me ricli, 
but my brother will r/// better.” 

Taken up near Arlington- ftrect, a. fniall 
memorandum book (fuppofed to be Jolt by a 
gentleman who is packing up his awls) conhiU 
ing of fcveral articles, particularly the follow- 
ing ones : — 'Settled on my eldeft ion, upon his 
marriage, 7,000 per annum, ftem— Ex- 
pended on my houle in N— — , and in pic- 
tures 1 50^000. irem— On plate and jcwelS|, 
very proper for concealment, in cafe of an 

5,11 — .t, ^.160,000. Item— In houfe- 

keeping, for fix years paft, at a moderate com- 
piitation, I 50,000. Item — Remitted at fc- 
veral limes, vviihin thefe twelve months laft 
paft, lo the bnjiks of Amfterdain, Venice, and 
Genoa, 400,000 ; with many other particu- 
lars, too tedious here to relate. If the gentle- 
man who loft it, will pleafe to apply himfelf 
to Caleb D' Anvers, of Gray’s Inn, Efq. ; the 
faid mcmoraiiduru boo]^ ftiall be reftored gra- 
tis.” — Advertifemept in the Craftfman of No- 
vember 28, 1730. 

Sir Robert is gone to day to his country- 
feat, loaded *ioiih the fpo'ih and the hatred of the 
public/’ Chefterfield’s Letters to his Son. 

f A 


his 
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Fcriod VIII. his agents, for he narrowly efcaped being a great fufferer in the laft fub- 
1742 to 1 745. feription, by the precipitate fall of the flock. Some orders which he had 
v_ V ^ (ent from Houghton, by Sir Harrj" Bedingfield, together with a lift of his 
friends who wiOied to be fubferibers, came too late to be executed ; and the 
delay prevented his participating in the general calamity 

This addition fo cohfiderably increafed his revenue, as fufficiently to ac- 
count for his exigence in building, imj>roving, and purchafing at Houghton, 
which he commenced in the following year, as well as for the acquifition of 
that noble coilcftion of piclures which coll him 40,000, and which fold 
for nearly double the original price -p. 

During his continuance in office, he provided for his family by lucrative 
offices for lifej. Thus he was enabled to expend his private fortune,. 

confiderably 

♦ Jacoinbe to Walpole, Aug. 27, 1720. fetit from lord Pembroke, as a tefbmony of 
Orford Pnjrcrs. gratitude for this advice, which he liad follow - 

W'alpole was not only hiinfclf a conHder- ed, and by whicli he had feciircd a very largp 
able gainer I'y difpofing of his property in the part of his property. 

bouth Sea flock, but he was nlfo the caule Mrs. Walpole, however, did not pay fo 
that the earl of Pembroke derived the fame nniclii regard to the opbiion of her hull)aiid, 
advantage. Tf.at nobleman having reqiiciled for Ibc was fo much infected with the general 
his advice, as a perfon well vet fed ii\ affairs of frenzy, that in oppofition to his repeated ad- 
finaiice, whether Ije flionld fell otit a large vice, Ihe rctaijied a fum of money, which fbe 
fum, or wait till another opportunity ? Wal- pofleHed in licr own right, in the South Sea 
pole anfvvered, “I will only acquaint you with funds, and fulfered, by her obllinacy, in com- 
wliat 1 have done myfelf, f have juh fold out mon witJi the other lofers. Thefc anecdotes 
at 1,000 percent, niicl I am fully fatisfied.’’ were communicated by lord Orford. 

The earl of Pembroke faid nothing, and rc- f The deareft pitPure in his collection, the 

tired. Some years afterwards there arrived^ at Docflors,’^ by Guido, did not coll more than 

Houghton, a fine bronze: call of the celebrated £. 630. 
jflatue of the Gladiator at Rome, it was a pre- 

X Places of trufl and profit held by Sir Robert Walpole. 

June, J/O?* One of the council to the lord high admiral. 

1708. Secretary at war. 

Ja n . 2 1 , T reafu rer to the na vy . 

5, 1714. Paymaikr of the forces. 

Odl. iij *7^5- cominiUio icr of thetreafury, chancellor, and under treafiirer of the 

exchequer. 

June II, 1720. Pa vnr.ilttr of the forces. 

April 3. 1721. Firil lord cofriirliiioner of the ircrfury. 

Ma\' 29, 1723 Secretary of fl;*.te, duri;:;,*, il . anfence, 

May 7, 174c. Joint rune er of Riciunond ^ 

Places held by or for tlic f. n;ly of Sir Robert Walpole. 

1721. Coll^lor of the port of l.oridoo, by Henry Hare and 
.Robert Manri, durii g the lives of Kol)ert Walpole, 
junior, and b. VValpo/'*, junior, Jifquircs, fons of Sir 
Robert Walpole. The levcrhon of tins ulru “ was 
granted cn the 28th June *716, and came into pof- 
leilion in 1721. It was htkl by deed of truft, at the 
difpofal of Sir Robert Wrdpolc — — 2,000 per Annum. 

April 5^ 
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confiderably increafed by the rife of landed property and his minifterial 
emoluments, in that profufe ftyle of living which incurred fiich unqualified 
cenfure. 

Thefe details of the eflate and property of Sir Robert Walpole, cannot be 
deemed fuperlluous, when it is contidcred that he has been reprefented as a 
needy adventurer; that he was accufed of having fquandered and appro- 
priated the public money ; an accufation which was advanced without proof, 
believed without convidtion, and is ftill credited by many who take rumours 
for fadts, and give unlimited faith to the rancorous aflertions of party. 

C- 

April 5, 1721. Robert Walpole, junior, clerk of the pells — • 3>ooo per Annum.’ 

July 21, 1725. Robert lord Walpole, ranger of Richmond Park. 

Nov. 17, 1727. E, Walpole, clerk of the pleas in the court of ex- 
chequer — — — 400 

, , fecretary to the treafurv. 

■■■■' ' ' to the duke of Devoiiftiirc, as lord lieutenant. 

Feb. 4, 1737. H. Walpole, junior, u flier of the receipt .of the exche- 
quer — — a , 003 

Nov. 9, 1738. comptroller of the great roll — ) 

Nov. i, 1733. clerk or keeper of the foreign eftreats — 1 ^ 

May 9, 1739. Robert lord Walpole, auditor of the exchequer — - 7,003 

Edward Walpole, clerk of the pells, on the furrender of 
Robert lord Walpole. 

The fortune of Edward Walpole was only 6,000, which he never received ; that 
of his fori Horace 4,000, which was not paid till 40 years after the death of his 
father. The late lord Orford alfo allured me, that he never received more than 
300 from his father. 


Chapter 61, 


Nov. 9, 1738. 


May 9, 


• The rental of his family eflate, which in be lefs at his refignatioa than between 4 and 
1:700 amounted to 2,160 a year, could not 5,000 a year. 
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CHAPTER THE SIXTY-SECOND; 

1743—1745* 


Renewal of the parliamentary Attack on Lord Orford — Defeated.-^Confulted by 
the King. — His Influence in miniflerial Arrangements. — Exerts himfelf for the 
Continuance of Hanoverian Troops in the Hritijh Pay. — His Speech in the Houfe 
of Lords. -^Goes to Houghton. — Returns to London at the King's Recpiefl.—^ 
Illnefs. — Death. 


Orford re- 
tires to 
Houghton. 


Returns to 
London. 

Motion 
againfl him 
revived. 

Dec. I. 


Rejefted. 


Orford’s re- 
ie^ions. 


T H E indemnity bill being rejetfled, the ex-minifter retired to Hough- 
ton, and did not return to London till the next feffion of parliament, 
in the public bufinels of which he took no aftive lhare. 

Soon after his return to London, he experienced the inveteracy of thole 
opponents who had not been gratified with places in the new arrangements. 

Waller revived the motion for appointing a committee to inquire into the 
condu( 5 t of Robert carl of Orford, during the laft ten ye.irs, of his being firft 
commiffioner of the treafury, and chancellor and under treafurer of the ex- 
chequer. He was leconded by Sir Watkin Williams Wynne. Although it 
is laid that a debate took place on the fubject, I cannot find any account of 
it in the periodical publications of the times, which plainly indicates that the 
clamours which had been railed againfl the ex-miniflcr no longer engaged 
the popular attention. A contemporary hiftorian only obferves on this oc- 
cafion, “ This motion was plainly calculated to render the oppofers of it 
odious ; but the aim was in a great meafurc loft. The fum of the in- 
quiry into the earl’s domeftic management, had fallen far Ihort of the public 
expedition, and the parliament w.as polfelfed of all the. papers that could 
give the neceftary lights for an inquiry into his foreign condudl. The mo- 
tion, therefore, was treated as tending to divert the attention of the houle 
from the great affairs of government, and Upon a divilion, was rejedled by 255 
againfl 186*.” 

The ex-miuiftcr feems to have felt thefe repeated aggreffions with of- 
fended fenfibility, and juft indignation. In a fragment which formed part of 
an intended vindication of his condudl with rcr{)edl to the charge of pecu- 
lation, he thus animadverts on this unrelenting fpirit : 


• Tindal, vol. ao. p. 607. Journals, 


«What 
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What then fliall be laid of thefe wicked outcries and clamours, which 
have fo long filled and diftraded the nation, of public robbers, plunderers 
of the public, minifters enriching themfclves with the fpoils of the people, 
and all that infamous weight of calumii}', detraction, and -defamation, with 
which the patriots have loaded the fervants of the crown, have inflamed the 
minds of the populace, and for which we are told the nation arc in the 
higheft expectation of obtaining national juftice. I think offenders of this 
fort, if any luch there be, arc proper objcCls of parliamentary juftice, but 
if none fuch are to be found, what curfe is not due to the authors of thefe 
deteflahle practices ! id I think the vengeance of the people ought to be 
fatisfied either upon th.c delinquents, if any crimes can be proved, or upon 
the inventors of fuch fcandalous reports, who have fo vilely inifwfed upon, 
and deluded the people. This is common jultice ; but to that height of im- 
pudence are lome men now come, as avowedly to declare it is neceflary 
that even injuflicc Ihould be done, to anfwer the unjufl expectations which 
tlicy themfclves have railed in the kingdom 

The king had, from long experience, conceived fo high an opinion of 
Walpole’s zeal and judgment, that he consulted him in matters of great 
emergency. It does not appear that any pcrfonal conferences' look place, 
but his advice was Ibmetimes communicated by the duke of DevonOiire, and 
lord Cholniontleley, fometimes by colonel Selwvn-f-, and Ranby furgeon to 
ihe iioufehokl. The letters which he wrote on thefe occafions were always 
returned by the king, who was fc;ru[)uloiifly delicate in never retaining any 
papers uf inch a nature, from apj)reheiilions that ill confequcnccs might re- 
fult from < t'.eir future Jifeovery. He *\'as led to adopt this praClice in con- 
fequcnce of undine. noag the pa[x rs of George the lurfl, fome letters 
from Sundeiiaud, ti . i rayed political iecrets which ought never to have 
been revealed ,j . 

Another mode o communication was througli the king’s confidential 
page of the back flairs, vvho ufed to meet the carl of Orford at the houfe 
of Mr. Fowlc, in Goldcn-fquare, who had married his n;ecc, and whom he 
had made commiflioner of the excife. This meeting took place in the 
evening; fometimes as late as midnight. The carl of Oiiord uted to come 
firft ; the daughters were previoufly ordered to retire, and the fervants were 
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the kiiij;, 


♦ Correfpondence. 

f CoioncI John ScKvyn, aid de camp to the 
duke of Marlborough, colonel of the third 
regiment of foot, groom of the bedchamber 
to George the Second, treafurer to queen Caro- 


line, and ai‘r? rv;ards ^Irtalurer to his prtfent 
majelly v.corge the Third, wiitii prince oi 
Wales. 

J From lonl Orford. 

fent 
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lenf from home im^er various jv/etenccs. The young ladies were inftigated 
by ciiriohty to watch at the top of the flairs. ' I'he houfe door w'as opened 
bv Mr. Fowle himfclt, a chair was admitted into the hall, and a little man 
came our, anrl went up flairs into the drawing-room, where he remained 
fi)m.c time with the earl of Orford, and went aw'ay in the lame, myflerious 
manner *. This man was probably Livry the king’s confidential page, the 
fame who more than once jraid fimilar vilits to the earl of Bath ■f-. 

By means of this intcrcourfe, he induced the king to raife Pelham to the 
head of the treafury, and to exclude the carl of Bath. 

•AVilmington being in a declining flate of health on the king’s depar- 
ture for Hanover in 1743, it was expedled that his death w'ould happen be- 
fore his return ; and it w'as feared a conteft would take place between the 
tw'o parties in the cabinet, for the firft feat at the treafury board. Orford 
well knew that Carteret, who was to accompany the king abroad, would 
furtlier the views of lord Bath, or attempt to place himfelf in that flation. 
He, tliercforc, carncftly exhorted Pelham, who had always proved himfelf 
Ifis tled.fafl friend, to apply for it before the vacancy. Pelham for fome 
lime declined taking that ilep, and w^as not prevailed on till after repeated 
importunities, and probably infinuations from the earl of Orford, that his 
loiicltation alone vv.is ncceflary to infure fuccefs. Pelham at length applied, 
and obtained apolitivc promife from the king. 

\VliiIe this Inihnels was in agitation, a counter intrigue took place. 

Lord Bath had from experience fecn his error in fuppofing that he could 
direft public mealures without holding an oflenfible place. He felt that he 
was a cabinet counfellor without influence, and that few of thofe who owed 
tlicir appointments or continuance in office to him, fhewed any gratitude or 
deference to their benefacSlor. He had declined fucceeding Sir Robert Wal- 
pole in 1 742, becaufe he had fo repeatedly declared, both in parliament and 
in {political jrublications, that he never would accept any place. But he 
was now induced to admit that a refolution thrown out in the ardour of 
debate, or advanced in party pamphlets, might be broken without fubjeefting 
himfelf to the charge of inconfiftency ; yet he did not adopt this refolution 
without fome flruggle. 

All the members of the treafury board entreated lord Bath to place him- 
felf at their head, when the vacancy fhould happen, as the only meafurc 
which could prevent the ruin of their party. But their reprefentations were 
incffedual j he refufed to make any application before the death of Wilming- 


* Family Anetiloie. 


t From the billiop of Salifbury. 


ton. 
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ton. On that event, which happened on the zd of July, they renewed 
their Iblicitations, and at length overcame his reluftance, Lord Bath an- 
nounced to Carteret, the united willies of the whole treal'ury board, exprefled 
his acquielcence, and requefted the place. Sir John Rulhput lent his own 
valet dc chambre, John George, exprefs to Germany vvith the difpatch *. 
The meircnger was detained fix weeks at Hanau, where the king was en- 
gaged in negotiating tiic treaty of Worms. At lengfli no other anl’wcr was 
returned, than that the king’s determination would be liguified by the duke 
of Newcaftle. 

About the lame time thatthisintirnation was brought, a meflenger came from 
lord Carteret, announcing the appointment of Pelham to the vacant jilace at the 
head of the treafury. This intelligence lb grcatl)^ lurjiriled the duke of 
Newcallle, that in a letter to the lord chancellor, who was then in the coun- 
try, lie cxprdles himlclf with marks c>f no lei's all oniliiracnt thau iuilslac'tion ; 
boalls of the vidory over Carteret, extols the king’s linunets, but acknow- 
ledges his inability to afeertain the caufes of this iortunatc event -j'. 

Tlie myllery of this tranlaccion was lb impenetrable lo both jiartics, that 
while Newcallle apjxxircd to be at a lofs by what means the inllucncc 
of Carteret had been deieated, lord Bath iurpeefed that lie vva.s betrayed liy 
Carteret. But it is more than probable, that before the rciurn of Rulhout’s 
mclienger, the king had conlultcd the earl of Oilord, who llrongly dilluaded 
the acceptance of his rival’s olfer, and enforced the king’s adherence to his 
promile in favour ot Pelham. 

AiKjtiier (Iroiig proof ot the king’s pcrfonal conlideration for the fallen 
minlllcr, appeared in December. When lord Gower rcligned the privy leal. 
Sir Joint kuiiioat again prclled lord Batli to come into office liy accepting 
that jilace. He thought that he had jirevailed on him, and defired lord 
Cartcict to luention it to the king. But lord Bath, inllead of applying for 
it li'iiifoib in an audience warmly recommendctl the carl of Carlifle J, wlio 
thccglit himfelf lb I'ecure of fuccefs, that he received the compliments of his 
fric i!'. The king, however, declined this requell, and inflantly nominated 
lord Cholmondclcy, the ibn-in-!-iw lo the earl of Orford. 

Ti e aiccndancy of liis inter, t, and tlic decline of Bath’s credit, became 
daily moiT; manifcll. When foulhout was made treal'urcr of the navy, his 
place at the treafury board was filled by Meury Ifox, the inafienable .rd- 

4 

* From ll’.e hitluip of Saliibiiry, commu- I Augnlt 1743. Ilanl'^v'ckc Papers. 
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Iierent of Orford and wlien S;inc!ys was created a peer, and made cofferer of 
t]rc houk'hold, Pelham united in himfclt the offices of firft lord of the trea- 
iury and chancellor of the exchequer. 

Wlicn Orford; arrived in London, before the opening of the feffion, he 
found the nation in an alarming ferment, and the mod; inveterate divifions 
in the cabinet between the parties of Cartcrer and Newcafllc. George the 
Second was extremely unpopular. His partiality to the eledtorate, and ru- 
mours of his preferring tlie Hanoverian to the Britilh forces, occafioncd cla- 
mours no lefs general and veliement, than thofe excited againft William for 
favouring the Dutch. I'he toaft of “ no Hanoverian king,” was not un- 
frcqucntly given in large companies ; and the very name of a Hanoverian 
became a term of dilgrace and obloquy. The popular outcry, that England 
was involved in a war with France, for the fupport of German nieafures, 
oppolite to her real intereflrs, was now as violent againfl Carteret, as the 
complaints which had been urged againft Walpole for tamenefs and pufillani- 
mity, and bafe fubmilTion to the diftates of France, 

Not qniy the members in oppofuion decried the king’s partiality, and op- 
poied the confinuance of the Hanoverian troops in Britilh pay, but the lead- 
ing members of the cabinet dil'played equal repugnance. Ncwcaftlc was 
violent on this head, and after enforcing the neceffityof their difhiiffion, ftig- 
matiled thcjii' by tlie appellation of a “ body of troops, whole views have 
dircdled our motions, and whofe fears have checked our vidlorics 

In the niidil of f licic popular clamours and miniftcrial invedlives, the king 
returned from the continent, and Carteret found a large majority of the ca- 
binet (.leternfmed to oppofe the continuance of the Hanoverian troops. Not- 
witliftauding the indignity to the king, and chagrin fo himfdf, which muft 
refult from this determination, he was compelled to accjuicfce. The queftion 
was therefore abandoned, and the cabinet engaged in forming other expe- 
dients. 

The arrival of Orford at this jundlure, gave a new afpedt to the tranfac- 
tions of the miniftry. He wholly difapproved the condudl of the war, which 
had made England the principal inilead of an auxiliary on the continent i 
he had reprobated the military proceedings in Handers, which he properly 
aferibed to the fervour of Newcaftle, eager for continental vidlories, and the 
fubfcrvience of Carteret to the king’s views. But the evil could not now be 
remedied. He deprecated therefore fo grofs an infult to the king, without 

* The duke of Newcaftle to lord Hardwickc, November 7, t743. Hardwickc Papers. 
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benefit to the nation. He was aware that if thele troops were direharged. Chapter 62. 
others mufl; be I'ubftituted, which in the adual ftatc oL Europe could not 1743^174;. 
cafily be found, and if found would not be attended with ids cxpcnce. He 
inftantly reiuonft rated with Pelham and the other members o^ the cabinet, 
over whom he retained any influence, againil the dereliction of the meaiure, 
expoted the pufillanimitj' of yielding to popular outcry and exaggerated ru- 
mours ; and he olfercd to frame the quefiion in fuch a manner as lliould ren-- 
der if palatable, and facilitate its adoption. 

Pie never laboured any point during his own adminiftration with more 
zealj he employed that perfonal credit and fafeinating influence which he 
pofieffed in lb eminent a degree over his friends. At his requeft, a dinner 
was arranged at Sir Charles Hanbury Williams’s, w'here he met thofe mem- 
bers of the cabinet, and a few leading men of both houfes, who were averie 
to the meaiure. He enforced, witli lb much cnerg^q the neceflity of renewing {i aiovcr 
tlie cpicflion, notwithftanding the occurrences of the campaign, that he Hnaily 
brought them over to his opinion. In fat^V, it was /o/e/y owing to his exer- 
fioiis, that the meaiure was not abandoned. He did not himfclf fupport 
it by his elocyuence in ih.e houfe of peers, but his brother Horace clc- 
fended it in the commons with great ability and ftrength of argument ; at 
the fame time, he accompanied his defence with fo many larcallic allulions 
to the weaknefs and fubferviency of the cabinet, as to demonftrate that lie 
ricled from no impulfe, but that internal convidion which flowed from Jiis 
own experience and his brother’s fuggeftions *. 

Tlie crul of Orlbrd, after his relignation, had flldorn appeared in tlse 
houfe of lords, and feldomer fpokc, having obferved to his brother Horace, 
that he had left his tongue in the houle of commons. On one occalion, 
however, he Ihewed that he Hill retained his former powers of eloquence. 

He had given minifters repeated inibrmation of the hollilc dciigns of 
France, to invade this country In fupport of the Pretender j but his intelli- 
gence had been dilregarded and ridiculed as the efl'ufions of difeontent, 
and the remains of tliole apprcJienfions of Jfacobitiliri, which had been 
conficlcred by his enemies as artifices to keep the nation in continual luf- 
penfe and alartn. It appeared, however, tliat liis intelligence was well 
founded. 

On the 1 8th of February the king font a mcllagc to both houfes, ac- Kini;’;; 
quainting them that he had received undoubted iidoimatiorg that the eldelt * 
ion of the Pretender to his crown was arrived at Paris, .who, in concert 
with fome of his dilaftebted fubjetfs, was preparing to make an invafion, 

• Lord Hardwicke’s raribmrntary Journ.il. Dcbrclt’s Dehstes. 
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fc riod VJn. apcl was to he iiipportcd l)y the Freach fleet then in the channel •, and add- 
j 742101745. ing, that he did not doubt their concurrence in proper meafures to defeat 
w- -v-> — ' thedefign. Accordingljs both houfes joined in an addrefs, exprefling the 
warmetl zeiil apd unanimity, and lignifying that they would, at the hazard of 
their lives and fortunes, fupport his right and title to the kingdom in oppo- 
fition tp, and dctiance of the Pretender and his adherents, and all other 
enemies 

i'’.''pfr. loai. On the zStli of Febrnaiy, Ncwcafllc, by order of the king, laid before 
mij.iK.utd. JiGule of lords, feme letters and papers containing farther intelligencs^ 

concerning the intended invahon from France; he concluded by obfervu.g,^ 
that their lordlliips luiviiig already expicfled, in the atidrefs of laft w^eek, 
their indignation at fo daring and infulciri: an attem-t, and th.eir rcfolu- 
tion to liipport his rnajerty agalnft the Pretender and his adherents, he did 
not think it pofliblc to find words more cxprtfTive of zeal and duty, than 
were chofen on that occafion, and with which the king was fo much fa- 
tished, that he had been pleaied to declare kis confidence in their vigour anti 
unanimity -j*. 

Speech of At the coiiclufion of his fpecch, the houfe ordered counfel to be heard in 
Qj-iord. ^ jM'ivatc caufe, when Orford rofc from his feat, and with no lei's animation 
than dignity, obl’ervcd, that he had made a refolution of never troubling tiie 
houfe, and that it w-as not without a very uncommon degree of grief he 
found it now indifpent'ably neceflury to break that refolution, fo neceffary, 
that he could not, in his opinion, continue filent witliout a crime. 

“ I fincerely vvilh,” he faid, “ tliat my former apprehenfions concerning 
France and the Pretender, for which 1 have been fo often and fo fcverely ri- 
diculed, had not been fo often and fo fully verified. But J could not eafily 
have believed, that it could ever have been neceflary for me to (peak on an 
occafion like this ; that it could ever have fallen to my lot to remind your 
lordfliips of the refpeft due to the perfon of our fovereign ; I, could not eafily 
have believed, nor could I have imagined, that the common forms of de- 
cency could liavc been violated in this auguft affcmbly. It is with the 
greatefl. emotion and furprife that 1 I'ee fuch a negleft of dijty. My kiiow- 
ledge of your lordfliips, will not fulfer me to term it by any harflier name 
than that of forgctfulnefs j but fuch forgetfulnefs I have never known in my 
long acquaintance with parliamentary proceedings. 

“ When his ipajelly has communicated to your lordfhips intelligence of 
fhc highell importance, is he to receive no anfwer from the houfe ? Is his 
iiitimation to be paflTed over without ceremony and without regard? 


■pebrf tt’s Parliamentary Debates from 1743 to 1745, vol. i, p. 17a. 
Debrctt. 
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Such behaviour mufl doubtlefs ari(c from inconficlerateneiV for the leaft re- Chnpter6a. 
ikdiion wiU fliow that it is not eafy to treat our fovereign with lefs rc(pe6V. t743f'>'74S‘ 
A little recolleSion, my lords, will foon convince you, that when his ma- 
jelly’s care and penetration have been employed for the fecurity of the public 
happinefs, when, as he promifed, he has endeavoured to obtain a more exadt 
account of the pernicious defigns of France ; when he has made fome fur- 
ther difeoveries of them, and has (hewn his regard for cjur counfels, by im- 
parting tliem to us ; can we be fo undutiful, fo indecent, as not to return 
an addrefs of thanks ? If we do not , how will it appear that we have received 
them ? For this reafon, if for no other, the nOble duke ought, in my humble 
opinion, to have made fome motion for that purpofe. And certainly, my 
lords, our language is not fo barren that we cannot find words to cxprcls 
our duty on every occafion, and tcllify our acknowledgments for every in- 
Ilance of regard Ihown us by our fovereign; and although an addrefs may 
appear to fome a repetition of that which has been lately prefented, yet I 
cannot think it an unreafonable or a fuperfluous repetition. 

“ As fuch treatment, my lords, has never been del'erved by his majcfly, fo 
it has never before been praftifed. And fure, my lords, if his hereditary 
council lliould feled, for I'uch an inftance of difrefj)cdl, a time of diilraftion 
and confulion ; a time when the greatcll power in Europe is felting uj)a Pre- 
tender to his throne, and when only the winds have hindered an attempt to 
invade his dominions; it may give our enemies occafion to imagbie and re- 
port, that we have loft all veneration for the perfon of our Ibvej'eign. 

“ I have, indeed, ])articular reafon to cxprcls my allDnifhmcnt and my 
uneafinefs on this occafion ; I fee! my bread fired witli tlie wanmefl graiitude 
to a gracious and royal mailer, whom I have fo long ierved ; my licart over- 
flows with zeal for his honour, and ardour for the latli’-sg fecurity ol his illuf- 
trious Iioufe, But, my lords, the danger is common, and an invafion equally 
involves all our happinefs, all our hopes, and all our fortunes. 

“ ft cannot be thought confillent with the wifdom ol your lordihips, to 
be employed in determining pri\'atc pixqxnty, when fo weighty an afiair as 
the' fecurity of the whole kingdom deinamis your attention; when it is 
not known but at tliis indant the enemy has let fooit on our coads, is ra- 
vaging our coviiilry wiili nrc and fword, and threatening us wiili no Id's than 
extirpation or fervitude. 

“ If you negled the public fecurity, if you fulier the dk'clared enemies of 
your name to proceed in their defigns witliout rcfidancc, where .vi!l be 
your dignities, your honours, and your liberties.? You will then bot’l no 
more of the high prerogatives of your houfe, your freedom of ij)ec(h., ni l 
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fliare-jn the Icg’iflaturc. If the enemy, my lords, fliould o tin iuccefs, that 
!'f:cci5 which tiiey apparently expeft, and which yet they would not hope, 
without fome profpedV of being joined by the dii'aiTeCted pai l of our own 
countrymen, tijj; confequcnce mufl. be, that the perfon whom th.cy • vpoid 
place on the throne, would retain only the lhadow of a fovereign i he wouid 
be no other tiian a vicc-roy to tlie French king ; and your lordfliips, wi-o now 
iit in this houle with a’dignity envied by every clafs of nobility in the v/orld, 
would then be no Itettcr than the Haves of a Have to an ambitious, arbitrary 
tyrant. 

• “ Pardon me, my lords, if a aeal for his niajefly, for your honour and 
<lignitics, and tlie (afety of the nation, fires me with uncommon ardour. Per- 
mit me to roufe you from tliis lethargy, and let it not be laid, that you 
lufTcr any diilvgiird to be llicwn to intimations thus important; inti- 
juations lent l\v his inaiefiy, and which relate to nothing lefs than the pre> 
(ervation ot the I.ingdom. J hope, therefore, before you proceed to call in 
li’ic counfcl for a private c.aufe, you will fhew fo much regard to the great, 
the univerlai, the. national intereft, as to concert a proper form of'addrefs to 
his msiclly, that he may not appear labouring for our fafety, while we our- 
felves lu'glecl it 

It is ol)lervcxi by a perfon whow.is prefent at the time -j'* that hefpoke this 
i'peech with an emotion and Ipirit wiu'ch fhewed that it was quite unpre- 
mctlitatecl, and came from his heart. It had an immediate eflfed: ; the whole 
houfe law the inijn-opriety of the proceeding. The minifter confeffed his 
inattention, though in a tone and manner, and witirfuch exprcHions, as 
Ihevved that he was flung with the remark. An addrels was immediately 
drawn up by the chancellor, fi.milar to that which had pafled on the iStli, 
and was unanimoufly apj)rovecl. The j^rince of Wales, fhuck witli this 
well-timed eflufion of loyalty, quitted his feat, and taking lord Orford by 
the hand, exprefied his grateful acknowledgments. As a teftimony of his 
fatisfaction, he revoked the prohibition which prevented the family of lord 
Orford from attending his levee j. 


At the clofe of the feffion, Orford retired as ufual to Houghton, where 
to oiig ton. remained under the tortures of a nephritic complaint, till he received a 
fummons from the king to retijrn to London. 

Diftrefs of the At this time the king was exceedingly diftrefled and embarrafled ; he was di- 
vided bettveen his i»clination for Carteret, and his inability of carrying, without 


* The earl of Haniwkke’s mamifcript f The late earl of Hardwickc. 
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the afllflanc^ oF the Pelhams, through both houfes, the favourite meafure of 
profecuting the war with vigour in Flanders. Ever fince the refignation of 
Walpole, who had cemented the bond of union which kept the heterogene- 
ous parts together, and gave ftrength to the executive government, the ad- 
miniftration had been weak and disjointed. There was no one perlbn whofc 
afcendancy in the clofct, influence in parliament, and pre-eminence of talents, 
enabled him to take a decided lead in the cabinet. Great divifions had taken 
place, and given rife to a long feries of cabals, between Nevvcatlle and Car- 
teret, which if not fupprelfed or moderated, threatened ruin both to the do- 
meftic and foreign affairs. Tliefe feuds had arifen to a height fb alarming, 
as to neceffitate the removal of one of tlie contending parties. 

Carteret, who on the recent death of his mother, had fucceeded to the 
earldom of Granville, was ftrenuoufly fupported by the king, but the party 
of Newcafllc preponderated both in the cabinet and in parliament. It be- 
came a great objeft of both parties to fecure the intcrefl of lord Orford, as 
well from the confideration paid to his advice by the king, as from the num- 
ber of members in both houfes whom he directed or influenced. In con- 
formity with this view, Newcafllc obl'crvcs, in a letter to the chancellor; “ It 
is necelfary to find means of fatisfying lord Orford, .and a certaitt number of 
his friends ; for without this lafl, we have no ground to fland on, and fhall, 
I fear, be obliged to fhew in a few months that we have not flrcngth enough 
to I'upport the king’s affairs, though he Ihould put tliem into our hands 

Carteret adopted, as he thought, a furer method, which was to employ the 
influence of the king. ■ By his majcfly’s command, lord Cholmondeley wrote 
to his father-in-law. He informed him that the king, after many gracious 
exprefilons and acknowledgments of his fervice, in regard to the cjueflion 
for the continuance of the Ilanover forces, requeflcd his attendance a week 
or ten days before the meeting of parliament. The long experience, he 
laid, of his zeal and attachment, the knowledge of his confuinmate Judg- 
ment in domeflic affairs, the confcioulhels of the great vvciglit of his'opinion, 
and influence over fo many members in both houfes of parliament, inducetl tiie 
king, to require his advice and concurrence in fubjedls of the higheft import- 
ance, at this critical jundure. 

The anfwer was couched in the mod refpcdful terms of duty and zeal. 
After faying, that as the care and fludy of his life, while he liad t‘;c honour 
to ferve the king, had been direded to deferve his i ivour ^nd good O[:inioa, 
fo he fliould flill, in a private capacity, perfeverc in liis endeavours to merit llie 

• Duke of 'Newcaftie to lord Hardwicke, November jo, 1744. ITardwicke P.i['crs. 
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continuance of his majefty’s grace and goodnefs, the only reward he had now 
to afk for all paft or future fervices. He exprefled his intention of obeying 
the king's commands by fetting out for I.x)ndon, as foon as his health would 
permit. He h^ped to arrive tliere before tire meeting of parliament was 
fettled, and the bufinefs finally adjufled, till which time, he could be of no 
ufe in recommending the meafures to fuch perfons as paid any regard to his 
Opinion. With refpedt to the condudl of afiairs, he declined entering into 
any previous confultation, and yet ventured, with his ufual franknefs, to give 
a decided difapprobation to the fyflem of continental politics which had been 
recently purfued. He obfervecl, “ I am heartily forry to fee the king’s 
affairs reduced to fuclr extremities. It has been a long time eafy to forefee 
the unavoidable, and almoft- unfurmountable difficulties that would attend 
the prefent lyftcm of politics. I with to God it was as eafy to fliow the way 
out of tlieni. But be aflured, that I will in every thing, to the utmoft of 
my power, confult and cohtribute to the honour, intereft, and fafety of the 
king and kingdom In reply, lord Cholmonclelcy expreffed the king’s 
cordiality and fatisfaftion, and enforced the neceffity of his immediate ap- 
pearance, if it could be done without injury to his health. 

In this fituation of affairs he was requefted by Pelham, and advifed by his 
brother Horace, who fuggefted that it was a mancruvre of Carteret, to delay 
his journey, as on his arrival he would be enibarraflcd between the choice 
of two contending parties, and might not be able to aft without offending 
the king. Yet although the flate of his health was fully fufficient to juftify 
his continuance in the country, lie tliougbt it his duty to obey the fum- 
mons of the king; and left Houghton on the 19th of November. On 
his arrival in I.,ondon, he found the whole arrangement finally fettled, with- 
out any occafion for his concurrence. The Pelhams had formed a coalition 
with the prince’s friends, tlie Tories^and oppofition Whigs, which was^cli- 
croufly called the Broad Bottom. Granville had been compelled to relign, 
but carried with him the regret of the king, and flrong afl’urances of future 
favour. Harrington fucceeded him as fecretary of flate. 

But the faiilcs or frowns of fovcrcigns, the petty intrigues of courts,, the 
bickerings of difeordant politics, and the arrangement of a new adminiflra- 
tion were no longer objefts of Orford’s attention. 

Pie had long lieen afflifted with the ftone. The journey from Houghton, 
which he employi^d four days in performing, aggravated the fymptoms, and 
brought on fuch excruciating torments, that the defeription of his fufferings, 
during the laft day’s journey, which was only twenty rtilles, filled Ranby-{. 

• Tlie earl of Orford to lord Clioltnondeley, November 17, 1744. Corrcfpoiidence. 
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himfelf with liorror. Not finding the expefted jtlieffrom regular medical afllll* Chapter 63, 
ance,' he had recourfe to Dr. Jurin, who adiiiiniftered a powerful IbJvcnt, which, 1 743 to 1 7+j. 
contrary to the advice of his friends, the patient repeatedly took in large 
quantities. The medicine diflblved the ftone, but the violence of its opera- 
tion lacerated the bladder, and occaltoned the mod excruciating agonie.s. 

His only relief was opium, and from an appreheniion of returning pain, he 
took I'uch large and repeatetl dofes, that for fix weeks he was alnioil in a 
con/lant date of ftupeiaction, except lor two or three hours in the after- 
noon, when he feSmed tp roufe I’rom his lethargy, and converfe with his 
ufual vivacity and chccrfulncfs* 

A few days before he died, he gave an inftance that his judgment was Coaunteo oy 
found and unimpaired. The duke of Cumberland having ineftldfually rc- ‘hike of 
juonflrated tvlth the king, againfl a marriage with the princcl's of Dciwnaik, 
who was deformed, lent his governor, Mr. Poyntz, to tonfult the carl of Or- 
ford, on the befl methods which he could adopt to avoid the match. After 
a moment’s refledion, Orford advifed him tb give his confent to the mar- 
riage, on condition of receiving an ample and immediate eftablifhment, “ and 
believe me,” he added, “ when I fay, that the match will be no longer prefied.” 

The duke followed his advice, and the event happened as the dying flatcfman 
had foretold *. 

He bore his fufferings with unexampled fortitude and refignation. Fortitude. 

Ranby, his furgeon, who publifhed a narrative of his laft illnefs, thus cx- 
preffes himfelf : “ When I recoiled his refigned behaviour, under the mofl 
excruciating pains, the magnanimous fentiments which filled his foul, when 
on the eve, feemingly, of dilfolution, and call to mind the exalted expreffions 
that were continually flowing from him at this fevere time of trial j however 
extraordinary his natural talents, or acquired abilities were ; liowevcr he had 
diftinguifhed himfelf by his eloquence in the fenate, or by his Angular judg- 
ment and depth of penetration in counfels ; this incomparable conftancy and 
aftonifliing prefence of mind, mud raife in my opinion as fublime ideas of 
him, as any ad of his life befides, however good and popular ; and refled a 
renown on his name, equal to that which confecrates the memory of the re- 
markable fages of antiquity.” 

He expired-)" on the i8th of March 1745, in the fixly-ninth year of his 
age. ' His remains were interred in the parilli church at Houghton, without 
monument or infeription : 

“ So peaceful refts without a flone , a name 
“ Which once had “ honours,” titles, wealth, and fame j.” 

♦ From lord Orford. given in the genealogical table, chap, x, 

1 Axk account of his family and defeendants J Pope, 
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CHAPTER THE SIXTY -THIRD. 


Principles of tVctlpole's Adminijiration. — Pacific Syjiem. — Finance. — Commerce.'--- 

Pvblic Char abler. 


T H E portrait of a Minifler is to be traced from the hiftory of his whole 
adminiflration. Candour therefore requires that we Ihould not judge 
by the fcledlion of detached parts, but combine the wliolc in a connetilive fe- 
ries, and refernng his condutfl to one grand principle of adion, judge of it as 
critics do of an epic poem, by comprehending, in one point of view', the be- 
ginning, the middle, and the end. 

Did the adminiflration of Walpole prefent any uniform principle, which 
may be traced in every part, and gave combination and confiftency to the 
whole ? — Yes. — And* that jmnciple was the love of peace. 

The great leading features of this pacific fyflciu, are thus delineated bj 
him fell: 

To prevent aw’ar, and to take the proper fteps, that may not only keep 
us out of the war, but enable us to contribute towards refloring the public 
tranquillity, is no lefs defirablc, and a condud no lefs juflifiable, than to carry 
on and fupport a war w-e are unhappily engaged in. If then parks cum prosdmus 
ardet, it is as advifable to look after ourfclves, and to prevent the flames 
reaching our houfes, as it would be to extinguifh a fire already kindled } and 
if to prevent, and by proper care to avoid a cold or a fever, be caficr, fafer, and 
wifer, than to cure the diftemper, I may venture to maintain, that meafures 
tending to prevent a war, or that are preparatory to the carrying it on, if it 
becomes unavoidable, are as juftifiable and as reafonable, if nccelfarj', as the 
lame meafures would be in cafe of an adual war 
This fame fyftcm is alfo fully developed by Horace Walpole, 

“ This falutary plan of preventive and defenfive meafures, has been the fun- 
damental rule of all his late and prefent majefty’s counfels j the rudder, by 
which their adioni have' been ftcadily and conftantly fleered, with refped to 
the conduit of foreign princes and ftates ; Ever cautious not to plunge their 

* Some Confiderations on the Public Fuiids, p, io6. 

faithful 
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faithful fubjedls rafliiy into a ruinous war, and equally prepared and refolved CLapttr 6^ 
to proted their juft rights againft all attempts whatfoever, (hould the}' be <•*— 
obliged to take up arms for that purpofe. 

“ Upon this principle it may be, and indeed has been ncceffary to make, at 
different times, defenfive alliances in tonjundion with, or in oppofition to thcu 
fame powers, as the different diipofitions and behaviour of thofe powers 
might tend to the benefit or difadvantage of this nation : And this feeming 
change of condud will appear not to have arifen from inconftancy of temper, 
or of views on our part, but from the variation of views and intentions on the 
part of others 

This preventive fyftem was inceffantly reprobated by his advcrfarles, and Obje^hon,« of 
aflailed with all the weajions of eloquence andVit. He was accufed of ex- 
treme folly, in la3'ing down a fyftem, prudent for a q>etty ftate, but very 
improijer for a country which had fo great a fway, and ought to take the lead 
in Europe. It was ftigmatized as a lervile .fubraiffion to the influence an<l 
interefts of France. His love of peace was charaderized as a temporifing 
fyftem of expedients, a dereli/ftion of national honour, and a pacific obfti- 
nacy. He was derided for fitting out proviConal fleets and pacific arma- 
ments, which plunged the nation into the fame expence as an adive war, while 
they produced nothing but Spithead exhibitions, and Hyde Park reviews. 

Allowing, how’cver, the full effed of thefe objedions, and making no Eir<As oftlyj* 
abatements for the prejudices of party, and the jealouly of political rivallliip, pacific fyf. 
few words are neceflary to fhew the beneficial confcquences which refulted 
from the genera/ tenor of his adminlftration. The proteftant fucceffion was efta- 
bliftied, the Jacobite fadion fuppiefTed ; the government acquired energy on 
a conftitutional bafis ; and by the prevention of foreign war, domeftic tran- 
quillity was fecured. Under the calm liability of fuch a government, public 
credit flourifhed, commerce incrcafed, manufadurcs were improved, and agri^ 
culture ameliorated. 

The ftrongeft objedion which has been urged againft the minifter, is French a!!i- 
that the general tendenc}' of his foreign mcafures was calculated to a^ran- 
dize the houfe of Bourbon, and deprefs. the houfe of Auftria. In examin- 
ing, this topic, it is neceflary to confider the motives which induced him 
to adopt this line of condud. He was fully aware that France was the 
only power which could effcdually aflift the Pietcnder j he conftantly pre- 
dided, and the predidion was verified by the event, that whenever there was 
a war with France, the Britifh crown would be fought for on Brilifh ground 
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Pttiod vm. By, maintalnmg amity with France, during fo long a period, he fordkc and 
1744101745. difpiritcd the dilafFe€led party at home, and diminithed the danger of an 
invafion, by increafing the friends, and reducing the enemies of the new 
family on the .'^'hrofte. 

An aft of policy, however, attendant on this alliance,- which noi\e of 
our hiftorians feem fufficicntly to have appreciated, and which fhewed 
great addrefs and prudence in the minifters, was, their unceafing attention 
to prevent the French from improving their fleet, or exercifing their fcamen. 


Condiiift to- 
wards the 
Emperor. 


The care of the fea England took upon kerfelf-, and Fleury was accufed by 
the French, of having been cajoled by Walpole to facrifice the marine. 

If any part of Walpole’s conduft Hands peculiarly expofed to cenfure, it 
is his refulal to, aflift the houfe of Auftria, when expofed without an ally to 
the united efforts of France, Spain, and Sardinia. 

As there is fcarcely any vice without its concomitant virtue, fo there is no 
virtue without an alloy. His well known defire of peace, expofed him to 
be overreached by thofe with whom he was treating, and who availed them- 
fclves of his extreme unwiiiingnefs to engage in hoftilities. In faft, the mi- 
nifter did mot always appreciate the juft maxim, “ that the difeovery of 
vehement wiflies generally fi*uftratcs their attainment ; that too much im- 
patience to conclude a treaty, gives an adverfary great advantage; that a 
fort of courage belongs to negotiation, as well as to operations in the field ; 
and that a negotiator muft feem willing to hazard all, if he wifhes to fecure, 
any material objeft 

Nothing can juftify the defertion of the Emperor, but the internal 
fituation of the country, the fear of exciting difeontents at the eve of a 
general elcftion, and the full conviftion that the Pretender would, in cafe 
of a rupture, receiye affiftance from France, and attempt an invafion. Nor 
can it be deemed an improbable fuppofition,that fpirited refolutions, if adopt-^ 
ed in 1733, would have alarmed Fleurj’-, inclined to pacific meafures, atrd fear- 
ful of a rupture with England, when the French navy was aJmoft annihilated, 
would have compelled France' to guaranty the pragmatic fanftion, and thus 
have averted the danger, which the houfe of Auftria incurred on the death of 
Charles the Sixth, of an irretrievable depreflion. 

But peace is fo defirabie for a commercial country, that much praife muft 
be due to the mjnifter even for erring, if he erred, in preferving fo great a, 
bieffing. And who fhall prefume to cenfure a conduft which conferred 
ineftimable advantages, while it expofed to uncertain evils j wlucli by the 


* Burke’s Thoughts on a Regicide Feace^ 
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jnctepffe ;X>f tr^tJe and manufaftures, the nece^Suy cbnfequenfie?^ of a. ftsible 
and tranquil government at home, gave to tliis country th© finews of war, 
and enabled the greateft war minifter •“whom this country ever produced, 
to make tliofe vail and glorious efforts which terminated in the depreflion of 
the boufe of Bourbon. 

The oppofers of Sir Robert Walpole invariably and conflantly afferted, 
that his adminiftration was founded on the open and manifeft facrifice of 
the Britilh glory and intereft abroad, to thofe foreign dominions, in which 
it was even a condition in the adt of fettlement, that we fliould have no 
concern, and which Was acknowledged by the minifters tbemfelves to be 
the touchftone of all our negotiations at every court of Europe -f*. But it 
muft be allowed, even by thofe who fo peremptorily advanced this afferfion, 
that never was the union of Hanover with Great Britain more conducive to 
the real interefts of this country, if its general effects, notwithftanding fome 
occafional deviations, contributed to prel'crve us in peace abroad. 

In fadt, though it cannot be denied, that German prejudices and par- 
tial interefts occafionaUy interfered with the gteat concerns of England, 
yet it is no lefs true, that no minifter ever made fo imny, and fiich power- 
ful remonftrances againft petty Germanic fchemes. He took all proper 
opportunities of inculcating juft notions of dignity and credit. He had 
even the courage to obftrve to George the Second, that the welfare of his 
.dominions both at home and abroad, and the felicity of Europe, depended 
on his being a great king, rather than a confidcrable eledlor. 

He alfo laboured incelfantly to mitigate the effedls of the rooted invete- 
racy between the houfes of Bruniwick and Brandenburg. Finding the king 
Vehement in a refolution to commence hoftilities with the king of Pruffia, 
either for enrollir^ troops on the territories of Hanover, or for fome inconfi- 
derablc acquifition in Germany j he reprefented the danger and ill policy of 
the attempt. Will your majefty,” he faid, “ engage in an enterprilp 
which muft prove no lei's difgraceful than difadvantageous ? Is not the ine- 
quality of forces fo great, that Flanover will be no more than a breakfaft to 
the Pruffian army ?” 

If w'c compare the uniform condutft of Walpole with the uniform cpnbutft 
of oppofition, we fliall find that he ftruggled with all his might for tfie pre- 
•fervation of the credit, quiet, and happinefsof the nation. They contended 
for fuch proceedings as had a tendency to involve the comitry in all the niii- 
Ibf tunes of foreign and domeftic w ar. 

• William Pitt, e.'iri of Chatliam. t of Hanover Force-'-. 
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While they were declaring that the nation wasimpoveriflied, the trade mined, 
the people loaded with infupportable burthens, and all iWtber refoyrces totally 
cut olf, they were clamouring for foreign ^reffion, which would have re- 
quired additional' Aippltes, and increafcd the national embarrairments. And 
when their unceafing efforts had plunged the nation into a war, the public 
foon difcovered the falfity of that allertion, fo confidently thrown out for a 
number of years by Bolingbroke, and re-echoed by the members of oppofi- 
tion, that the preventive and tcniporifing meafures of Sif Robert Walpole 
had been attended with as much expence as an adive war. For the war, 
which commenced in 1739, and terminated with. the peace of Aix laChapelle 
in 1749, added thirty millions to the national debt; and one year of the 
German war coft more than all the preventive meafures and pacific obfiinacy 
of Sir Robert Walpole during his whole adminiftration. 

As an able minifter of finance, his merit has been generally acknowledged, 
not only by his friends and admirers, but even by feveral of his molt violent 
opponents. No one can fufped Pitt of paying a tribute of applaufe to 
his memory from mean and adulatory motives j yet even he obferved, ia 
the houfe of commons, that Sir Robert Walpole was a very able minifter. 
Perceiving feveral members laugh, he added, The more I refled on my 
condud, the more I blame mylelf for Oppofing the excife bill,” and con- 
cluded by faying, with his ufual energy ; “ Let thole who are afliamed to 
confels thajr errors laugh out. Can it be deemed adulation to praife a 
minifler who is. no more?” The whole houfe leemed abalhed, and became 
filent *. 

It is unneceflary to urge any other proof of his abilities for finance, than 
that confidence which, throughout his whole adminiftration, monied men 
and the nation placed in the government ; and that nothing created greater 
alarm among them, than the apprehenfions that be would either rapidly pay 
off the nationid debt, or reduce the intereft. This fad is an anfvvcr to 
thofe fpecolativc rcafoners, who not adverting to the temper of the times, 
and judging of pall tranfadions by prefent circumftances, indifcriminatcly 
cenfure the minifter for not difeharging the whole public burthens, for alie- 
nating the finking fond, and for oppofing Sir John Barnard’s plan to reduce 
the intereft of the national debt. 

His financial operations have been already fo amply difeufl!^ in thecourfe 

• 

* Communicated by Dr. Symonds, profef- Cambridge, who was in the gallcfy of the houfe 
lor of modern languages in the univerfity of of commons at the time. 

of 
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of thefe memoirs •, that it is necdleis to enlarge on particular topics. * The Chapter 6j. 
improvement, however, in the mode of boirowing by means of exchequer u. — v - -J 
bills, which I have omitted to mention, deferves particular notice. The 
cuftom was to borrow a laige fum, the intereft of which continued to 
accrue till the whole fum advanced on bills was paid olf, though in the in- 
terval conlidcrable portions of the money had been paid into the exchequer. 

Walpole made a reform in 1723, by which the bills were regularly taken up 
as the money came in, and by this means faved an enormous cliarge of inte- 
reft to government •f. 

Parfimony of the public mqney was one of his chief charadcriftics. In Public ccch 
corroboration of this lad, many inllances occur in the courfe of this work, 
and difplay him refilling expenditure, even in opiX)fition to the wlfhes of the 
king. To this part of his condud, the duke of Newcaftle bore teftiniony, at 
the time when he was cenfuring his meafures in other refpeds with the greateft 
afperity. “ As this is a demand of money,” he fays, in a letter to lord 
Jdardwicke, “ we fliall find Sir Robert more difficult to comply tlian upon 
“ former occafions J.” 

The improvement of the Britilh trade under his aufpices, is generally ac- Commercial 
knowledged. Dean Tucker calls him, ** the belt commercial minifter this 
country ever produced § and it was juftly laid of him, that he found 
the book of rates the worft, and left it the beft in Europe. 

The eloquence of Sir Robert Walpole was plain, perfpicuouj, forcible. Eloquence, 
and manly, not courting, yet not always avoiding metaphorical, ornamental, 
and claffical allufions ; though addrefled to the reafon more than to the feel- 
ings, yet on fome occafions it was highly animated and impaffioned. No de- 
bater was ever more happy in quicknefs of apprehenfion, fliarpnel's of reply, 
and in turning the arguments of his aflailants againft themfelves. 

The tone of his voice was pleafing and melodious j his pronunciation dif- 
tinft and audible, though he never entirely loft the provincial accent. His 
ftyle, though by no means elegant, often deficient in tafte, and fome- 
times bordering on vulgarity, was highly nervous and animated, perfuafive 
and plaulible. f 

The force of his fpeeches refulted rather from the general weight, enei^» 

* See the chapters on excife, linking fund, by Sir Robert Walpole, will bed elucidate this 
and reduAion of inrerell. tranfiu^ion. Corrcfpon^lence. 

f A Ibort biftory of exchequer bilk, which J Augull jq, 1741* Hardwicke papers. 

I found anaong tlie Orford papers*, cOrreAcd J Tucker againft Locke, p. aaa* 


and 
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Piriod VIIT. and arrangement of the whole, than from the fpkndour erf" particular parts, 
i'74ato 1745. He poflefled what Horace calls lueidus ordo, tk luminous arrangement of the 
mofl complicated fubjeCfcs ; and a power of communicating his information 
to others who wifw ignorant of the topics on which he treated. Even calcula- 
tion in his mouth was rendered not uninterefting. 

Perfons diftinguilhed for judgment and abilities, have concurred in paying 
the tribute of applaufe to his oratorical talents. Speaker Onflow commends 
his fpeech on the peerage bill, as a remarkable effort 6f natural eloquence and 
genius Lord Cornbury and the duke of Argyle praifed, in fimilar terms, his 
fpeech when he relinquifhed the excife fcheme; and Pitt extolled the Philippic 
againft Sir William Wyndhafti on the feceffion, as one of the fineft fpceches 
he had ever heard -f. 

A proof of his ready eloquence, recorded by bifhop Pearce, is given in 
this volume to which I am enabled to add another. During an impor- 
taht debate in the houfe of commons, he obferved that a member of oppofi- 
tion who fat near him, had a written fpeech concealed in his hat, and ob* * * § 
tained a general knowledge of the contents from occafional glimpfes. At 
the moment when the member was about to fpcak, he rofe, and began by 
obferving, were I a member in oppofition, I would make ufe of thefe argu« 
ments. He then recapitulated the fpeech which he had jufl call his eyes over, 
and adding, I will now reply to thefe obfervations, he refuted the arguments 
in an able and mafterly manner §. 

It was Ills cuftom to note down the heads of the leading eXpreflfions in the 
fpeeches of ojipofition, either for his own ufe, if he himfelf Ijwke, or for 
the ufe of Sir William Yonge, if abfent at the beginning of the debate, who 
often, through the medium of thefe memorandums |[, anfwered thofe argu- 
ments which he had not heard. As to himfelf, he generally fpoke extern* 
pore, and without notes, except on points where figures and calculations 
were neceflary. In fome inftances of great magnitude and delicacy, he put 
clown previoufly general heads of the arguments which be intended to adopt. 
Some of thefe minutes are preferved among the Grford and Walpole Papers, 
and I have availed myfelf of them in the courfe of this work. 

Nor was his eloquence confined to the debates in parliament. As chan* 


* Speaker Onflow’s Remarks, Correfpond- 
ence, I’eriod l\^ * 

,f From the late earl of Flardwickc. 

J Chapter 7. 

§ From lord Orford. 

ij Among the Orford and Walpole Papei’s, 
z 


fome of thefe parliamentary memorandums are 
preferved. They ferve to cftablifti one truth, 
which has been much queftiowed and con- 
troverted ; that the debates which were given 
in the papers and periodical publications, were, 
upon the whole, not unfaithful. See Preface. 
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cellor of the exdiequer, he Was called pn to decide in a caufe of great Chapter 6 j, 
difficulty and importance, between Nafh and the Eaft India company. 

The barons being* divided, it was his province, as chancellor, to nwke the 
decifion ; and after a long trial, in which fix of the moll able' lawj^ers pleaded 
on each fide for nineteen hours, he fumnied up the whole, and in a 
fpeech of an hour and a half, gave his opinion and fentence with as great 
ficill, ftrength, eloquence, and clearnefs, “ as if he had been bred to the law, 
and had pradifed no other biifincfs all his life*.” * 

Fie gave to the public fcveral political pamphlets, which, at the time, publications, 
were much read. His ftyle in thefe writings was popular, perfpicuous, and 
familiar; not affetling ambitious ornament, or fubtilty of argument. .He 
muft have written with great cafe and c6rre£fncfs, fince “ The Confideratioh 
concerning the Public Funds,” one of the moft difficult and complicated of 
his works, was printed from the rough draught in his own hand writing -f-. J 
find many inftances of his having revifed, corrected, and made additions to 
numerous political pamphlets, particularly to thofe written by lord Hervey ; a 
proof that he paid more attention to that mode of controverfy than is ufually 
imagined 

He had a ready and tenacious memory. He was remarkable for method 

and 


* Lord Hervey to Horace Walpole, No- 
vember 18-29, 1735- Correrpondciice. 

f Orford Pajitrs. 

J ft ib exritmely didkiilt to ^ive an exaA 
catalogue oi liis writings. The litl 

publlflied by his ton in the Royal and Noble 
Authors is both defective and inaccurate, as the 
late carl candidly acknowledged. I lliall here 
give as accurate a lift as it has been in my 
power to obtain^ marking thole with a ^ which' 
1 liavc not been able to procure. 

Tlie Sovereign’s Atilwer to a Gloucefter* 
fliire Add reik 

A Letter to a Frieml concerning the Public 
Debt.% particularly that of the Navy, lyio. 

A State cf the Thirty- five Millions men- 
tioned in a Report of the Hopfe of Commons# 
1710. 

The two laft articles are epmprifed in a 
publication, called The Debts of the Nation 
Stated and Confidered, in four Letters, which 
is printed in Somers’s Traifts. The tivo oflier 
letters, namely, An Eftunate of the Debts of 
her Majefty’s Navy, and A Brief Account of 
Ihc Debts provided for by the South Sea Aft, 


1712, have likewife been aferibed to Sir Ro- 
bert ^Walpole ; bqt as it appears to me, witliout 
fufiicient foundation. 

Four Letters to a Friend in North Britain, 
upon the publifhing the Trial of Dr. Sache- 
vcrel, 1710. 

^ A Pamphlet on the Vote of the Houfe of 
Commons, with relation to tlie Allies not 
furniflring their Qijota. 

A fltort Hiftory of the Parliament, 1713. A 
new edition of this pamphlet, from party mo- 
tives, was given by Almon in 1763, iifider the 
title of ^ A Short Hiftory of that Parliament 
Which committed Sir Robert Walpole to the 
Tower, expelled him the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and approved of the Peace of 

Utrecht. It was preceded by an advertife- 
ment, which fpeaks of Sir Robert Walpole a& 
a minifter ivio had faithfully fa'med cr<mn 
five and twenty year s> 

Thoughts of a Member of the Lower 
in relation to a Projeft for reftraining anti 
limiting the Power of the Crown in the fur- 
ther Creation of Peers, 1719.. 

^ The South Sea Scheme confiJcrcd, 1 72p^ 



MEMOIRS OP 




Period VI [I. 
'174*101745. 

tbii I 1^/ 

Difpatch of 
budiiefs. 


and ilifpatch m tranfafting bufiniffs. Chefterfield, who did not love him, 
pays an eulogium to this quality : “ Tlie hurry and cbnfuiion of the duke 
of Newcaftle,do not proceed from his bulincfs, but from his want of method 
in it. Sir Robert ^Valpole, who had ten times the bufinets to do, was never 
feen in a hurr)', becaufe he always did it with method And lord Hervey. 
oharadtcrifes him by obferving, that “ he did every thing with the fame eafc 
and tranquillity as if he was doing nothing 

In 1,723, he united the office of fecretary of ftate to his other employments, 
and in addition to the internal government of the kingdom, the whole cor- 
TcfpoiKlence on foreign affairs devolved on him. During the illnefs of Sir 
William Strickland, which rendered hirn incapable of occupation, Walpole 
tranfaded all the bufinel’s of fecretary' at war, although it was the middle of 
a feffion of jjarliament. 

It is moft remarkable, that notw'ithftanding his cntenfive corre-lpondence, 
he feems feldom to have employed a fecretary. I have never found one letter 
which was not wholly written in his own hand ; and 1 am fully convinced, that 
all the copies in the Hardwicke Colleftion, were taken from originals in his 


own writing. 

It is alfo no lefs remarkable, that he was ill the habit of tranferibing whole 
letters, that he conftantly noted the fubftance of the foreign correlpondence, 
and made numerous extrads from the difpatches of foreign minifters, which 
would lead a perfon not acquainted with his multifarious occupations, 
to conjedture that he ftudied nothing but foreign affairs, while he was pe- 
tulantly reproached by thofe who witneffTed the invariable attention which 
he paid to the internal government of the country, for liis ignorance of fo- 
reign tranfad ions. Tlie Orford and Waljxile Papers abound with numerous 
extrads and memorandums, which prove his indefatigable exertions. 

When the validity of the patent of colledor of the cuftoms, which he 
had fccured for the benefit of his family, was difputed, ail the briefs for 


Some Confidcrations concerning the Public 
■Revenues; and the Annual Supjdies granted 
by Parliament, occafioned by a late Pamphlet, 
intituled. An Enquiry into the ConduA of our 
llomellic Affairs, from the Year r7»i to 
Chrillmas 1733- 1735- 

» The late eail of Orford enumerates among 
his father’s works, a Ittter from a foreign mi- 
sifrer in England, to JVI. Pettekum, 1710. 1 
Jiave reafon to think this pamphlet was not 


written by Sir Robert Walpole, as it is a vln- 
dication of the Tories. Probably he might 
have written an anfwcr. On mentioning this 
circumfrance to tlie carl of Orford, he candidly 
acknowledged that he\ might have been mil- 
taken. Sec Royal and Noble Authoil, Article, 
Earl of Orford. 

• Lord Cheftcrfield’s Letters to his Son, 
Letter 309. 

J OAober 31, 173J. Correlpondence. 

his 
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Ills counfel were drawn up by himfelf *. Murray, who was employed, as ciMptcrljj. 
tounfe}, in behalf of Madame la Neve, whdfc caufe Orford warmly fuppprted 
in the houfe of lords, faid of him, that he never met with any man with a 

clearer head and more perfpicuous method of arranging his ide^d** 

The great principle on which Walpole conduced himfeff? feems to have Diflikcof ln - 
been his favourite motto, i^ieta non mwercy not to difturb things at reft. He no»*>*i®'** 
rightly judged, from the temper of man, ever inclined to fpeculation, that too 
frequent innovations would beget a pronenefs to change, and expofe the 
country to great and certain dangers. An inftance of his adherence to this 
principle, is recorded by one of his contemporaries. Soon after the excife 
icheme. Sir William Keith, who had been deputy governor of Virginia, came 
over with a plan of an American tax. Sir Robert Walpole being afked 
by lord Chefterficld what he thought of Sir William’s projedt, replied, “ I 
have old England fet againft me, and do you think I will have new England 
likewile I’.” But although he followed in general this true and wife prin- 
ciple, yet he by no means t^ms to have deferved the cenfure pafled upon 
him in common with the other minifters : “ That if any political fyftcm 
“ was invariably adhered to during the reign of George the Second, the pur- 

port of it appears to have been to leave things as they were, or to check 
“ any attempt which might be made to innovation, or even to inquiry §.” 

His whole fyftcm was a fyftem.of gradual improvement: it is only 
neceffary to caft a fuperficial glance over the regulations in commerce, 
finance, and jurifprudence, which took place during his adminiftration, to be 
convinced of this truth. 

The fate of Sir Robert Walpole’s chara<fter as a minifter has been ex- 
tremely Angular. While he was in power, he was reviled with uncealing ob- 
loquy, and his whole conduit arraigned as a mafs of corruption and politiciU 
depravity. But he himfclf lived to fee the pro])riety of his preventive mca- 
fures acknowledged by the public. As time foltcned the al\)eritie's of per- 
fonal animolity, and as the fpirit of party fublided, there was fcarccly one of 
his opponents who did not publicly or privately rctrad their unqualified 
cenlures, and pay a due tribute to the wii'dum of the general principles 
which guided his adminiftration. Impartial poftority has done ftill greater 
juftice to the memory of a ftatefman, who, whatever rniglit h.avc been his 
public or private defedls, maintained his country in tranquillity for a 
longer period, than had been experienced fince the reign of James the 
Firft. ' " / 

• Etough. munkated by lord Chefterfield. Hnrclwickf; 

f From the earl of Orford. ^ Papers. 

From the late carl of Hardwicke, com- § Sinclair, voL a. p. 24. 
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CiiarsiJter by 
Burke. 


I fliall clofe this iketch of Walpole’s public ebarafter in the words of a 
celebrated writer, v\ho^loae teems to have fairly appreciated his merits and 
fcanned his dcfedls. 

“ He was m honourable man, and a found Whig. He was not, as the 
Jacobites and difeontented Wl)igs of his own time have reprefented him, 
and as ill informed people ftill reprefent him, a prodigal and corrupt minifter. 
They charged him, in their libels and feditious converfations, as having firft 
reduced corruption to atyllem. Such was their cant. But he't^'as far from 
governing by corruption. He governed by party attachments. The charge 
of fyftematic corruption is lets applicable to him, perhaps, than to any mi- 
nifter who ever ferved the crown for fo great a length of time. He gained 
over very few from the oppofition. Without being a genius of the firft daft, 
he was an intelligent, prudent, and fafe minifter. He loved peace ; and he 
helped to communicate the fame ditpofition to nations at Jeaft as warlike 
and reftlefs as that in which he 1ml the chief direction of affairs. Though 
he ferved a maftcr who was fond of martial fame, he kept all the eftablilh- 
ments very low. The land tax continued at two fliillings in the pound for 
the greater part of his adminiftration. The other impofitions were moderate. 
'I'he profound repofe, the equal liberty, the firm protedion of juft laws, 
during the long }5eriod of his power, were the principal caules of that proi- 
perity which took fuch rapid ftridcs towards perfedion ; and wliich fur- 
niflied to this nation, ability to acquire the military glory which it has fince 
obtained, as well as to bear the burthens, the caul'e and confequence of that 
warlike reputation. With many virtues, public and private, he had his 
faults; but his faults were fuperficial. ^ carelefs, coarfe, and over familiar 
ftyle of difeourfe, without fufficient regard to perfons or occafions, and an 
almoft. total want of political decorum, were the errors by which he was moft 
hurt in the public opinion, and thofc through which his enemies obtained 
the grea^eft advantage over him. But juftice muft be done. The prudence, 
Ileadinefs, and vigilance of tl.at man, joined to the greateft poflible lenity 
in his charader and his politics, prelerved the crown to this royal family ; 
and with it, their laws and liberties to this country 


Bui'k«’s Appeal from the New to the Old Whigs, p. 63. 
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CHAPTER THE SIXTY-FOURTH. 

* 

Private Chamber of Sir Robert Walpole. — Perfon. — Di/poft ion.-— ‘Manners . — 
Social Qualities, — NegkSl of Men of Letters. — Conchii in Parliament. 


S IR' Robert Walpoi^e was tall and well proportioned, and in* his ferUm. 

youth and opening manhood lo comely, that at the time of his mar- , 
riage he and his wile were called tlic kandfome couple, and among the 
knights who walked, in proceflion at the inllallalion of the garter, in 
1725, he was, next to the d'uke of Grafton and lord Townfliend, moft 
diftinguilked for his appearance. As he advanced in years he became ex- 
tremely corpulent and unwieldy. His countenance does not feem to have 
been rcmarlcable for llrong traitS'. The features were rcguUu' ; when he 
fnoke, and particularly when he fmiied, his ])l)yliognoniy was plcafing, 
benign, and enlightened: his eye was lull. of ipirit and lire, and his brow 
prominent and manly. 

His ftyle of drefs was ufually plain and timple; a circumftance which DVefs. 
was not overlooked by the Crafirman, who thus liolds him up to ridicule; 

“ There entered a man drcli'cd in a plain /mbit, with a purlc of gold in his 
hand. He threw himfelf forward into the room in a bluff ruffianly manner, 
a fmile, or rather a I'neer upon his countenance His adclrefs was fo frank AdUrefa. 
and open, his converfation fo pleaflng, and his manner fo fafeinating, that . ‘ 
thofc who lived with him in habits of intimacy adored him, thole who faw 
him occafionally loved h.im, and c\cn his mofl bitter opponents could not 
hate him. One of thefe did not hefitate to lay of him, “Never was a 
man in private life more belovctl : And his enemies allow no man did 
ever in private life deferve it more. He was humane and grateful, and a 
generous friend to all who he did not think would abufc that friendlhip, 

This character naturally yjrocured that attaciinieiit to his perfon, w'hich has 
been falfcly attributed Iblely to a corrupt influence and to private intcrell i 
but this Ihewed itl'elf at a time when thefe principles ,^\•ere very t iinr in 
their operation, and when his ruin’leeraed ineviiablfc f.” 

I r.sriiDu Do.'tctfd, 
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Period VIII. Good temper and equanimity were his leading chara^lcriftieSj and the 

fcj!4a.toi745. placability imprinted on his countenance was not belied by his conduift. 

' * Of this difpofition, his generous rival, Pulteney, thought fo highly, that 

Temper. in a converfatioiivwith Johnfon, he faid, “ Sir Robert was of a temper fo 
calm and equal,' and fo hard to be provoked’, that he was very fure he never 
felt the bittereft inve&ives againft him for half an hour *.’’ 

Affability. His deportment was manly and decifive, yet affable and condefeending ; 

he was eafy of accefsj Ins manner of beftowing a favour heightened the 
obligation } and his manner of declining was fo gracious that few pcrfbns 
went out of his company difcontented. 

Gaiety. Among thofe parts of his convivial charadter which have attradbed atten- 

tion, his kugh is noticed for fingular gaiety and heartinefs. His fon 
kmiliarly obferved to me, It would have done you good to hear him 
laugh.” Sir Charles Hanbury Williams fays of him that he ** laugh'd the 
heart's laugh." Nicholas Hardinge elegantly noticed its peculiarity, “ pro- 
prio^te vincit Jeria riju" 

Cotweifa- His converfation was fprightly, animated, and facetious, yet occafionally 

tion. Goarfe and vulgar, and too often licentious to an unpardonable degree. 

WbimetB. In compapy with women he aifumed an air of gallantry^ which even ins 
his younger'days was ill-fuited to his manner and ebarafter, but in his latter 
years was totally incompatible with his and figure. He affefted in his^ 
converfation with the fex a trifling levity j but his gaiety was rough andi 
boiflerous, his wit too often coarfe and licentious. 

If we may believe lord Chefterfield, who knew him well, but whole pen 
was dipped in gall when he drew his charafter, “ His prevailing weaknefs 
was to be thought to have a polite and happy turn to gallantry, of which 
he had undoubtedly lefs than any man living ; it was his favourite and fre- 
quent fubjeft of converfation i which proved, to thofe who had any penetra- 
tion, that it was his prevailing weaknefs, and they applied to it with fuc- 
cefs f Pulteney alfb faid of him, ” A writer who would tell him of his 
fuccefs in his amours, would gain his confidience in a higher degree than 
one who commended the conduct of his adminiftration J.” To this foible 


* Hawkiiu’s Life of Johnfon, p. 344. 
t Lord dheileriield’c Letters to his Son, t. 97. 

A proper Reply to a late fcuirilous libel, p. S. 

alfe 
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fifty a pO0tafter, after fiyeaking of him under the name of Sir Robert Brkfs, C!’Rpter64, 
alludes, — 

Nay, to divert the fneering town, 

Is next a general lover grown, 

Affeds to talk of his amours, 

“ And boafts of having ruin’d Icores, 

“ While all who hear him bite the lip, 

“ And fcarce with pain their laughter keep 

Tliis foible he fliared in common with many able men, and parti- 
cularly with cardinal Richelieu, who piqued liimfelf more on being a man 
of gallantry than on being a great minifter. It is fome confolation for 
perfons of inferior abilities, that men of fuperior talents are not exempt 
from the infirmities of human nature, and it is no uncommon dreum- 
ftance, to prefer flattery on thofe points’ in which we wilh to excel, to 
juft praife for thofe in which we are known to exceh 

He is juftly blamed for a want of political dccOTum, and for deriding Unreferved- 
public Ipirit, to which Pope alludes,— 

“ Would he oblige me I let me only find, 

** He does iwt think me, what he thinks mankind.” 

Although it is not poffible to juftify him, yet this part of his condudl has 
been greatly exaggerated.’ The political axiom generally attributed to him, 
that a// men have their price, and which has been fo often repeated in verfe 
and profe, was perverted by leaving out the word thofe. Flowery oratory 
he defpifed ; he aferibed to the interefted views of themfelves or their rela- 
tives, the declarations of pretended patriots, of whom he faid, “ All thofe 
men have their price,*" and in the event, many of them juftified his obferva- 
tion'}-. No man was more ready to honour and do juftice to fincerity and 
confiftency. He always mentioned his friend the duke of Devonlhire in 
terms of the higheft affedion and refpeft, and even applauded the uniform 
condud of one of his conftant opponents. “ I will not fay,” he obferved, 

“ who is corrupt, but I will fay who is not, and that is Shippen..” 

His own condud fufficiently belied the axiom erroneoully imputed to Coiififteney. 

* Sir Robert Brafs. A Poem. 

i From lord Orford and the late lord John Cavendiflu 

him. 
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Period vni. him. He iv'as confiftent and Uniform, never deviating in one , fin^e in* 

»?4atot745. ftance from his attachment to the protcftant fucceffion. He was neither 
aived by menaces or fwaycd by corruption ? he held one line of coudu^l; with 
unabating perfeverance, and terminated his political career with the fame fen- 
timents of loyalty which diftinguifhed his outfet. 

P/ofu/iorj, He was naturally liberal, and even prodigal. His buildings at Houghton 
were more magnificent than fuited his cirsumllances, and drew on him 
great oblocjuy. He felt the impropriety of this expenditure, and on 
feeing his brother’s houfc at Wolterton, exprefled his wilhes that he Iwd 
contented himfeif with a fimilar ftruAure*. The following anecdote 
alfb (hews that he regretted his profufion: Silting by Sir John Hynde 
Cotton, during the reign of queen Anne, and in allufion, to a fump- 
tuous horde which was then building by Harley; he obferved, that to con- 
ilruift a great houfc was a higli adt of imprudence in any minifter. After- 
wards, when he had pulled down the fimiiiy manfton at Houghton, and 
railed a magnificent edifice, being reminded of that obfervation by Sir 
joi n Hynde Cotton, he readily acknowledged its juftnefs and truth, 
but added, “ Your rccollcdlion is too late, I wilb you had reminded 
' me of it Vrelorc I began building, it miglit then have been of Icivicc to 
me -I-.” ■ 

Hofpiwlio . His i'b. lc of living was conibnant to the magnificence of his manfion. He 
had ui'u.'illv two amiual meetings at Houghton, the one in the I'pring, to 
wliich were invited only the moll leledl friends and the leading members of the 
cabinet, continued about three weeks. The fecond was in autumn, towards 
the commencement of the fliooting feafon. It continued fix weeks or two 
months, and w'as called the congrefs. At this time Houghton was filled with 
comiiany from all parts. He kept a public table, to which all gentlemen 
in the county found a ready admiflion. 

The exigences of thefc meetings have been computed at jf. 3,000. No- 
thing could be more ill-judged than the enormous profufion, except the 
company for which it was made. The mixed multitude confifted of his 
friends in both houfes, and of their friends. The noife and uproar, the 
wafte and confufion were prodigious. The bell friends of Sir Robert Wal- 
]:)ole in vain remonllrated againft this feene of riot and mifrule. As the ini- 
niller himfelf was- fond of mirth and jollity, the conviviality of their meet- 
ings was too frtjquently carried to excels, and lord Townlhend, whole 
dignity of deportment and decorum of charabler revolted againft thefc 

• From lord Walpole. t From the late Sir John Hynde Cotton. 
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fcenes, which he called the Bacchanalian orgies of Houghton, not un- 
frequently quitted Rainham during their continuance. But notwith- 
ftanding thefe cenfures, and' the impropriety of fuch condud, it un- 
doubtedly gained and preferved to the minifter numerous adherents, who 
applauded a mode of living fo analogous to the fpirit' . • of ancient hof- 
pitaiity. 

This profufiqn would have been highly difgraceful had it been attended 
with a rapacious dilpofition. On the contrar}', he gave many inftanccs of 
careleflhefs and dilregard of his private fortune. He expended 14,000 
in building a new lodge in Richmond park *, and when die king, on the 
death of Bothmar, in 1738, offered him the hoole in Downing-ftreet, he re- 
fufed it as his own property, but accepted it as an appendage to the office 
of chancellor of the exchequer -f. 

He was, from his early youth, fond of the divetlions of the field, and re- 
tained this tafte till prevented by the infirmities of age. He was accuftomed 
to hunt in Richmond park with a pack df beagles. On receiving a packet 
of letters he ufually opened that from his game-keeper firft ; and he was fond 
of fitting for his pidure in his fporting drefs. He was, like chancellor Oxen- 
ftiern, a found fleeper, and ufed to lay, “ that he put off his cares with 
his cloaths.” 

His focial qualities were generally acknowledged. He was animated and 
lively in converfation, and in the moment of feftivity realifed the fine eulo- 
gium which Pope has given of him,— - 

“ Seen him, I have, but. in his happier hour 
“ Of focial plcafure, ill-exchang’d for power } 

“ Seen him, uncumber’d with the venal tribe, 

“ Smile without art, and win without a bribe.” 

Epilogue to the Satires. 

To the virtues of Sir Robert Walpole I feel regret in not being able to 
add that he was the patron of letters and the friend of fcicnce. But he im- 
queftionably does not defer ve that honourable appellation, and in this in- 
ftance his rank in the Temple of Fame is far inferior to that of Halifax, 
Oxford, and Bolipgbroke. It is a matter of wonder that a minifter who 
had received a learned education, and was no indifferent fcholar, ihouki 
have paid fuch little attention to the mufes. Nor can it denied, that this 

• From lord Orford. ^ from lord Walpole. ‘ 
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Period Vin. negled of men of letters, was higlily di&dvantageous to his . admiaiflni* 
i74»toi745, tion, and expofed him to great obloquy. The perfons employed in jufti- 
Li ii,.! fying his meafures, and repelling the attacks of the opposition, were by 
no means equal, to the tafle of combating Pulteneyi BoUng^roke and Ches- 
terfield, thofe Goliahs of oppofition j and the political pamphlets written in 
Ills defence, are far inferior in humour, argument, and ftyle, to the publi- 
cations of his adverlaries. 

Pope has ably fatirized the herd of political Writers employed by the 
tniniftcr, firft in the epilogue to the Satires, and in the Dunciad,— 

** Next plung’d a feeble, but a delperate pack, . 

With each a lickly brother at his back : 

“ Sons of a day ! juft buoyant on the flood, 

“ Thele number’d with the puppies in the mud, 

“ Aik ye their names ? I could as ibon difclofe, 

. The names of thefe blind puppies as of thde, 

** Faft by, like Niobe, (her children gone) 

“ Sits mother Ofborne, ftupify’d to ftone ! 

** And monumental brafs this record bears, 

Thefe are, ■ - - - ah, no, thefe were the gazetteers !” 

But that he did not wholly neglcd; literary merit, appears from the grate- 
ful ftrains of the author of the Night Thoughts, for whom he procured a 
penfion from George the Firft, and which was increafed at his fu^eftion 
by George the Second, zoo a year, at that time no inconfiderable re- 
ward. 

At this the mufe fliall kindle, and afpire ; 

My breaft, O Walpole, glows with grateful fire. 

The ftreams of royal bounty, turn’d by thee, 

Refreth the dry remains of poefy. 

My fortune Chews, when arts arc Walpole’s care. 

What llender wbrth forbids us to defpair : 

Be this thy partial fniile from cenfure free i 
’Twas meant for merit, though it fell on me *. 

The truth is. Sir Robert Walpole did not delight in letters, and always 
COnfidered poets not men of bufinefs. He was often heard to fay, that 

;• Young’s Innalment, addreifed to Sir Robert Walpole. 
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they were fitter for (peculation than for aftion, that they trufted to theorjs Clwpt« 64. 
father than to experience, and were guided by principles inadmiflible in 
praiftical life. His opinion was confirmed by the experience of his own 
time. Prior made but an indifferent negotiator ; his friend Steele was wholly 
incapable of application, and Addifon a miferable fecretary of Hate. He 
was fo fully imprefled with thefe notions, that when he mdde Congreve 
comraiffioner of the cuftoras, he fajd, “ You will find he has no head for 
bufinefs.” 

Low perfons were employed by government, and profufely paid, fome of 
whom not unfrequently propagated in private converlation, and even in 
public clubs, difadvantageous reports of the mini^ie!^ and declared that 
high rewards induced them to write againll their real fentiments. Several 
know'n diffeminators of infidelity, were engaged to defend his nieafures. 

Many warm remonftrances were frequently made by the minifter’s friends 
againft employing fuch low mercenariesp but ufually difregarded. Some 
of thefe infignificant writers had frequent accefs to him. Their delufivc 
and encouraging accounts of perfons and things, were too often more 
credited, than the lincere and free intimations of thofc who were more 
capable of giving accurate information. But this feems an error too com- . 
mon in minifters : they prefer favourable accounts to difinal truth, and 
readily believe what they wi(h to be time. 

It is a natural curiofity to inquire into the behaviour and occupations of GqiiJiiA in 
a minifler retired from bufinefs, and divefted of that power which he had 
long enjoyed. Thofc who admired his talents, while he fwayed lenates and 
governed kingdoms, contemplate him, “ in their mind’s eye,” enjoying 
his retreat with dignity, and paffing his leifurc hours with calmnels and 
complacency. Yet nothing in general is more unfiitisfaifloiy than fuch an in- 
quiry, or more illufive than fuch a preconceived opinion. The well-known 
faying, that “ no man is a hero to his valet de chambre,” may be ap])Iicd 
with drift juftice to this cafe. Sir Robert Walpole experienced the truth 
of the obfervation, tliat a fallen minider is like a profcHed beauty, wiio has 
lod her charms, and to whom the recollcftion of pad conciutfts, but poorly 
compenfates for pretent negleft. 

Though he had not forgotten his claffical aitaininents. Isc liad little <adc 
for literary occupations. He once exprefled his regret on this fubjecl ro Fox, 
who was reading in the library at Houghton. “ 1 \viih,’p^ he (aid, ” 1 took 
as much delight in reading as you do, it would be the means oi allirviating 
many tedious hours inmy prefent retirement .; but to my misfortune I derive 
.Yol. I. 5 E - !'Q 
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nopleafurc from fuch purfuits,”— On another pecafiop, he faid to his fon 
Horace, wjio, with a view to amufe him, lyas preparing to read fofno 
hiftorical . performance, “O! do not read biftory, for that 1 know niuft 

be falfc ^ 

His principal imufemenf confided ,in planting, obferving the growth of his 
former plantations, and in feeing his fon Horace arrange the fine coUedion 
of pifturcs at Houghton. He had a good tafte for painting, and his ob- 
fervations on the ftyle of the refpedive mafters were ufually judicious. 

A letter which he wrote from Houghton to general Churchill, in 1743, 
W'as much admired, as indicating a love of retirement, and contempt of pall 
grandeur. Yet this letter llrikes me in a contrary light; it proves that he 
was vveary of that repofe which he affedled topraife; and that he did not, as 
much as he profclfed, tafte the charms of the inanimate world. The trite 
obl'ervation, that the beeches do not deceive, proves either that he regretted 
the times that were paft, or that wiih all his penetration, he had not, when in 
power, made a juft eftimate of the deceitfulnefs and treachery of dependents 
and courtiers '}• . Houghton had been either the temjiorary place of retire- 
ment from public bufmefs, or the Icene of friendly intercourfe and convivial 
jollity, and negled rendered it comparatively a folltude. He faw and felt 
this defertion with greater fenfibility than became his good fenfe ; but in the 


• Fr.)m lord Orford. 

+ Earl of Orford to geiieraf Churchill, — ? 

Houghton, June S4th 1743. 

Dear Charles, 

UPt * #.♦ • ♦ # • 

This place affords no news, no fubjeff of 
entertainment, or arnufeincnc, for fine men 
of wit and pleafure about town, iindcrftand 
not the language, and not tiie pleafure 
of the inanimate world. My fl uierers here 
are all mutes. The oaks, the beeches, tiie 
clirfnuts, feem to contend which bell (liall 
pleafe the lord of the manor. They cannot 
deceive, they will not lie. I in finceriiy 
atiinire tlum, and have as nian^ beauties 
about 11 ^e as fill up all my hours of dangling, 
and no d’fgrnce attends me from 67 years of 
age. Within doors we come a little nearer to 
real lile, and admire, upon the ainfofl: fpeaking 
canvafs all the airs and graces vvhich the 
proud; ft i.i<l;cs Ciui t)^hh With^ thefe I am 
ibtisfied, as ihxy gratiiy\)e with all I willi, and 
all f want/atid c.xped nothing in return, which 
1 cannot give. ^ 


If thefe, dear Charles, ^are any temptations, I 
lieartily invite you to come and partake of 
them. Shifting the feene has fomeiimes its 
recommendation, and from country fare, you 
may poffibly return with a better appetite to 
the more delicate entertainments of a court 
life. 

Since I wrote the above, w'e have been fur- 
prifed with the good news ♦ from abroad. Too 
much cannot be find of it. It is truly matter 
of infinite joy, becaufc of infinite confequence- 
.1 am, de.ir Charles, 
Your’s moil affcdionatciy, Orford. 

This lettir is here printed from a copy 
kindly communicated by lord Calrlicrpe,. who 
found it among ids family papers. His lord^ 
fhip’s grandfather, Sir Henry Goiiofl), baronet, 
was neighbour to Sir Robert Wrdpole, at Chd- 
fea, and was in habits of intimacy with him, 
It is printed in the Gentleman’s Magazine for 
1743, with imny errors,' which are reclified 
in rliis copy. An elegant imitation of this 
letter in Latin verle Is given in the correfpon- 
clcncc. 

J The battle of Dettingcn. 
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calm and folitude of total retirement, fuch dHagreeable reflcd^idns occur often Chipter 64. 
and fink deep. The feaibn of natural gaiety was iirccoverably pdft, he la- 
boiired under a painful diflemperi the ili-aliorted marriage of his eldcfl: fon, 
and embarralTed fituation of liis own affairs preyed on his, mind, and in- 
creafed his dtjeCtion. 

This ftate of mind was natural. Every circumllance mufr have ap- 
peared uninterefling to a man, wlio i’rom the twenty-third year of his age, 
had been uniformly engaged in fccncs of political exertion, who, from the 
commencement of his par'imnentary career, had pafied a life of unremitting 
aAivity, and made a comV.icuous figure in the fenate, and in the cabinet. 

To him who had directed the helm of government in England, and whole 
decifions afieCted the interells of Europe in general, .all fpeculative opinions 
muff; have aj)j)eiired dull. To him who had drawn all his knowledge and 
experience from pradlcc, all theory muff have appeared trilling or erro- 
neous. He who had fathomed the fecrcts of all the cabinets of Europe, 
muff have conlidcrcd hiffory as a tiliuc of fables, and have fmiled at the folly 
of thole writers, who affeded to penetrate into ftate affairs, and account for 
all the motives of adion. He wlio had long been the difpenfer of honours 
and wealth, muff have perceived a wide difference between the cold exprefi* 

(ions of duty and fricndffiip, and the warm efflifions of that homage which 
felf-inlcreft and hope infpiic in thole who court or exped favours. He muff 
have been divellcxl of human paflions, had he not experienced fomc iportilica- 
tion in finding, that he had been indebted to his fituation for much of that 
obfequious regard which he had fondly thought was jxiid to his pcrfonal 
qualities. 

I Hull conclude this Ikctch of his private charadcr, with a portrait, drawn, 
from the life, by his friend Sir Charles Hanbury Williams, in .an epifflc to 
Henry Fox. 

But Or]-ord’s fcif, I’ve feen, whilft I have read, 
f .iugh (he lieart’s laugh, and nod ihc approving head, 
l^anlon, great liu-uic, if duteous on tliy hearlc, 

1 hang my grateful tributary vcrlo. 

If I who i .flow’d ti'.ro’ thy various day, 

Thy glorious zenith, and thy bright decay; 

Now fbew thy tomb with flowers, and o’er thy lifn, 

With England, Inhcrty, and Envy, mourn. 

Fits foul w'as great, and dar’d not but do well ; 

His noble pride Hill urg’d him to excel, 
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Above the thirft of gold — if in his heart 
Ambition govern’d, av’rice had no part. 

A genius to eicplbre untrodden ways, 

Where -prudence fees no track, nor, ever ftrays ; 

Which books and fchools in vain attempt to teach, 

And which laborious art can never reach. 

FalChood and flattery, and the tricks of court, 

He left to ftatefrhen of a meaner fort ; 

Their cloaks and fmilcs were ofier’d him in vain : 

His aits were juftice, which he dar’d maintain. 

His words were truth, that held them in difdain. 

Open to friends, but e’en to foes fincere. 

Alike remote from jealoufy and fear; 

Tho’ Envy’s howl, tho’ Failion’s hifs he heard, 

Tlio* fenates frown’d ; tho’ death itfelf appeared ; 

Camly he view’d them ; confeious that his ends 
Were right, and truth and innocence his friends. 

Thus was he form’d to govern, and to picalc ; 

Familiar greatnefs, dignity with cafe, 

Compos’d his frame, admir’d in every Hate, 

In private amiable, in public great ; 

Cientle in power, but daring in dilgrace ; 

His love was liberty, his wifli was peace. 

Such was the man that fmil’d upon my lays ; 

And what can heighten thought or genius raife, 

Like praife from him whom all mankind mull praife 
Whole knowledge, courage, temper, all furpris’d, 

Whom many lov’d, few hated, none defpis’d. 
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A. 

yu RATION^ aA of, ftrong debates 
Ujpon the claufes of, ij. 

AA or fettlement, brief hiftory of, 8.— Is ex* 
tended to the houie of Hanover, 9. 

Addifon^ Mr. is appointed fccretary of ftate, 107. 
—defends tlic peerage bill, 1 18. 

Aijlabie, Mr. introduces and fupports the propo- 
I'als of the South Sea company, in the . houie 
of commons, i»8. — How far concerned- in 
that bulinels, 149.— Is involved in the pu- 
nilliment of the dire<5lors, l jo.— -His prole- 
culion by the hotife of commons, 15a. 

Alandf the objeft of the congrels at, defeated by 
the death of Charles XII. of Sweden, 160. 

Alhero 7 n, cardinal, the SpaniHi minifter, his dan- 
gerous intrigues, 1 1 3. — Is difmjfled, 115. 

VI. pope, invefts Ferdinand the Ca- 
tholic with an exclufive right to America, 
557 - 

Amaliay daughter of the counteft of Platen, ne- 
gotiation for her rnarriage with the count de 
St. Florentin, fon of the marquis <ie la Vril- 
liere, i8o. — Is married to him, 19a. 

America^ exclufive claim of the Spaniards to the 
pollelfion of, 5 j; 7.— Treaties with England 
refi^^ing the Britifti poflellions t litre, ibid, 
—The Englifii trade with the Spanilli feitle- 
nients, connived at by Spain, J^S.— Hiftory 
of the aftiento contra<?l:, 559.— Dilpules be- 
tween the two nations concerning illicit trade, 
560.— And the limits of Georgia, 561.— Me- 
morial of the, Briti 111 merchants, 562.— \Var 
declared againft Spain, 617. 

Auncy daughter of James 11. and princefs of Den- 
mark, concurs in the act of fettlcmcnt, 8.— 
Birth and death of the duke of Gloiiceftcr, 9. 
—Artful conduct of king William toward 
her, id.~Succceds to the crown^ iS,— Her 
Vox.. E 


Whig miniftry removed, and fuccecdcd by 
Tories, 26.— Difgufts the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, 29.— Forms intentions in favour of 
the Pretender, 46.— Alarming ftate of affairs 
at the time of her death, 50* 

Anfon, commodore, his expedition to the South 
Sea, 636. 

Ar^le^ duke of, removed by the king, from the 
houfehold of George prince of Wales, 79-— 
Biographical anecdotes of» 610.— —Hk oppofi- 
tion politics, 613.— His principles fluiftnating, 
614.— Chara6ler of his oratory, 613.— Ar- 
raigns the condikSt of the Spanifh war, 642.— 
Heads the Tories and Jacobites in oppofition to 
Pultcney^s arrangements on the removal 0/ Sir 
Robert Walpole, 703. — His difeontented 
fpccch at the meeting at the Fountain tavern, 
703.— Is made mafter-gencral of the ordnance, 
707.— Refigns, 716. 

AJpento Contrafl ^vitk Sfain^ its origin and na- 
ture, 127.— Hiftory of, 559. 

Attt^ bury^ biiliop, brief memoirs of hfs life, 1 66# 
—The firft intimatixm of his plot, 168.— Bill 
of pains and penalties againft; him, 1 69.— His 
popularity# 1 70. — Inftances of lenity toward 
him, 1 7 1 .—Promotes the fervice of the Pre- 
tender, 177.— His conduct in exile, 173.— Is 
buried in Weftminfter Abl>cy, 175. 

Ayhjhury elcHlon^ ftroiigly contcfted in the houfc 
of commons, 1 9. 

B. 

Bank 0/ Ev^land^ its corppetition with tlie ^onth 
Sea Company, X30.>-Is engaged by VI alpolc 
to iiipport the credit of the South Sea Com- 
pany, but evades the danger, 136. 

Barnard^ Sir John, his pro]>ofetl amendment to 
the addrefs, in aiifwer to the king/s fjH-ocl;/ 
previous to ilic propolal of Wal^jolc’s excile 
5 F fcheme. 
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Jrhen.c, objeif^ions to that fcheme, 

•^84. — Examines the conimiirioners of the 
cuftoms concerning the frauds in tobacco, 
399.— His fchcmc ’for the rcdu^ion of in- 
rtreft, 498. — His fpeech in reply to popular 
objeftions, 501. — His motion for an abolition 
of taxes, 504. — His bill thrown out, 508.-— 
Introduces a bill for the regulation of the 
ftage, 15 1 4.— —Withdraws the bill, 515.— ^His 
iriotion for papers refpe<ftiug the Spanidi de- 
predations , ^75. 

Bath ; fee PiAteti^, 

Baih^ the order of, revived, and conferred on Sir 
Robert Walpole, 195. 

Bathur/}^ lord, his extraordinary declaration re- 
fperting the int^^uiry into Sir Robert Walpole's 
adminidration, 714. 

Bfllenden^ Mifs Mary, maid of honour to qtieea 
Caroline, reje<5fs the addrefles of the king, 
277.— Marries Mr. John Campbell, ^78. 

Beljliatn^ his mifreprefentafums of the debate wu 
the rediu^ion of the army, pointed out, 56S, 
mte* 

Berjjr and yuUerst the fucceilion to, difjDuted, 48 1 . 

• —The guaranty of, by George IL declined, 
by the advice of Sir Robert Walpole, 482. 

Bernsdorfy count, the Hanoverian miniffer of 
George 1. his charac^^fer, 83.— Carries the 
king's apologies to Tovvnfbend for having 
taken the feaE from him, 105;.— Is difgraced 
by the influence of Townfliend, 182. 

Ber*tvtck^ duke of, natural fon of James Tl. a^ls 
as agent for the Pretender, 48.— Proves the 
conlplracy of Bolingbroke to place the Pre- 
tender on the throne of England, ipg— In- 
vades Germany at the head of a French army, 
432. 

Bolinghrokc) fee St. yolm. 

Belles, Sir John, why cmployetl by Harley to 
propofe the bill for fecuring the Proteftant 
fncceflion, it, 

duke of, appointed lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land, 107,— Js deprived of his regiment for 
his oppofitioii to the excife bill, 406.— De- 
bates on this fubje^f, 409. 

Borck, baron, the Pruflian miniftcr at t.ondon, 
his account of his conference with Frederick 
prince of Wales, falls into the hands of 
George II. 523* 

Bothmai\ baron, the Hanoverian miailler of 
George I. his charade er, 83. 

Boifrb(mt duke of, compla^s to Horace Walpole 
of Sir iilfke Schaub’s importunity in folicit- 
ing a dukedom for the marquis de la VrilHcrc> 
187.— Sends the infanta back to Spain, and 
aihancts the young king Louis XV- to the 


daughter of Staniflaus king of Poland, »37.— 
Is difgraced, *57. 

Brady^ Dr. the Tory phyfician, his early prog- 
nofticadon of the futwe 
bert Walpole, 4- 

Bremen and Kifden^ bow acquired by George I. 

86 . 

Brodricky Alan ; fee Midletan. 

j5/Wr/rL Thomas, his charader, 221.— Remoa- 
ftrates to tfie king on the treatment of his 
brother, 224. 

Brodrick^ St. John, his chara<51:er, 221. 

Bromley^ moves a repeal of the feptennial bill, 
41 2. 

B^mtfmic Wolfenhuitel^ treaties formed with the 
duke of, by the Emperor, and by Townfliend 
on the part of England, 302. 

Burke^ Mr. His remarl^s on the condu^l of Sir 
Robert Walpole, rcfpe^Iing the war with 
Spain, 619, 685.— His opinion of the true 
policy of negotiation, 746. — His general 
charafler of Walpole, 754. 

-Burnet^ bifltop, his remarks on the condu(5f of 
the Tories, refpe(^ing the bill for fecuring 
the Proteftant fucceffion, n. 

Byn^^y admiral, deftroys and captures great part 
of the Spanifli fleet, 114. 

C. 

Cado^etn^ lord, propofed inquiry into his condufk 
relpe^ing the tranfport of Dutch troops, ne- 
gatived, 112.— His military appointments, 
188.-- ^His high favour with the xing^ 189. 

Cambrety^ the congrefs at, obftrufted both by 
Philip of Spain, and the Emperof^ 236.— Is 
broken up, 239> 

Carleton^ lord, is made prefident of the council 
by Sunderland’s influence, 165. 

Catalina TVilhdrnina^ qvicen of George II. her 
education, character, and perfon, 273. — Fails 
in her endeavours to perfuadc Dr. Clarke to 
accept of a bifliopric, 275.— -Her literary in- 
tercourfe with Leibnitz and Clarke, on ab- 
ftrufe points of philofophy and theology, 276, 
—Vindicated from the charge of lord Chef- 
terfidd refpefting her behaviour to Mrs. 
Howard, 278 . — ttcr motives for patronizing 
Sir Robert Walpole, 283.— Her prudent con- 
duft in appearing to decline Interference in 
politics, 288.— Appointed regent during the 
king’s journies to Hanover, 289 —A jointure 
fettled on her, 291.— Favours Walpole in the 
difagrecnient between him and Townfhend, 
333"-— She endeavours to avert the difplea- 
fure of the king from Sir R chert Walpole to 
his brother Horace, 454.— Prevails on the 

kiujj 



I N 


D E 


X. 


king to abandon his fchemc for a northern 
league, 4^14.— Grants a reprieve to captain 
Portcous, during her regency, 491, -—Her ill- 
nefs ai^ death, 547.~Her charai^ier, 549.—* 
Her ^ttronage of learning, 551,— Grief of 
the king at her death, 552.~£legy on her 
death by Mr. Dodington, 554, 

Carteret^ John, lord, fent by king George I. to 
break vip the congrels at Aland, j6i.— I s 
made fecretary of ffate, r65.~His chara< 5 tcr 
and views, 1 77 —Cultivates the friendfliip 
* 4 cardinal dit Bois, 179,— Fornis a divifion 
in the Englilh cabinet, i So. —Why he at- 
tended the king to Hanover, 181.— Is Tup- 
pianteci by Townlliend in the king’s favour, 

I Si. — ^Is deluded by the reprcfcntatioiis of 
Schaub, his agent at Paris, 186. His indif- 
creet pertinacity in foliciting a dukedom for 
the inniily of la Vrillierc, ih8.— He foments 
the difeontents in Ireland, and imputes them 
to Walpole, 189.— Is made lord lieutenant 
of Ireland, 192.— His fentiaients on the 
change of tlie miiiiftry, Foments the 

difeontents in Ireland, aza.— Is fent over to 
feperfede the duke of Grafton, 225. — Pro* 
the introdudtion of Wood’s halfpence, 
— Is obliged to announce the furrender 
of the patent, 228. — Moves an inquiry into 
the murder of captain Porteous, 493.— His 
private conferences with prince Frederick, 
tluring the quarrel between him and the king, 
539.— *-His motion in the houfe of lords, for 
an addrefs to the king for the removal of Sir 
Robert Walpole, 669.-13 made fecretary of 
ftate on Walpole’s retignation, 702.— Diners 
M'ith the duke of Newcaftle on the fubjert 
of Hanoverian troops, 736.— Struggle be- 
tween them, 741.— Succeeds on his mother’s 
death to the title of Granville, Jl/W, 

Carthagfnaj uafltcccfsful attack of, by admiral 
Vernon, 636. 

Catharine^ emprefs of RuiTia, her warm declara- 
tions in favour of the duke of lIoKlein, 243. 
—Is compelled to give up her hoflilc inten- 
tions, 2 57.~Hcr death, 261. 

Cawt/iorn, the poet, his character of the duke de 
Ripperda, 319. 

Chandkr^ Dr. his application to Sir Robert Wal- 
pole for a repeal of the tefi adt, 608 

Charles Emperor of Germany, his unfa- 
vourable difpofition towards the acceffion of 
George I . to the crown of England, j?2.— 
Why diflatisfied with the quadruple alliance, 
236.*— Concludes a treaty with Sjijun :u 
Vienna, 239.—His memorial to George T. 
z 3:9. —Endeavours to form a confederacy 


againft the allies of Hanover, 260.— Con- 
cludes a feparatc peace with England, Francr, 
and Holland, 261.— His treaty with tlie duke 
of Brunfwic VVolfcnbiUtel, 302.— Neg<»iiiCtt'S 
with the Britilli court, 342. — Obllrudiions 
. to an alliance with liim, 345. — Sir Robert 
Walpole cenfured for not afhlHng him againll 
France, 42S.— Negotiations witl) tlie Britifli 
minifter relpedting the Polifli elcdlion, 43 1.— 
War declared againll: him by.Ifance, Spain, 
and Sardinia, 432. — He claims the ailiilancc 
of England, /(6/V/.— Leaves the Anftrian Ne- 
therlands to the care of the Ejiiglilh and the 
Dutch, 433.~NegledIs an alliance with Sar- 
dinia, thid , — His artful attempts to procure 
alilAance from England, 436.— Refents the 
offered mediation of George II. 438.— Suc- 
ceflts of the allies againfl: him, 44.0.— His en- 
deavours to remove Walpole, 441.— Ex* 
prrflls his concurrence with the Englifli plan, 
.duf; ended by cardinal Flciiry, 449.— His in- 
tentions. fufpc< 5 ted by the Dutch, 452.— 
Hopes to produce a general war, 459.— His 
remontlrances, 460.— Extraordinary agitation 
of his nfmd, 461. — Receives Fleury’s plan, 
for a general pacification from the Britilb 
entbadador, with cordiality, 468 — Sufpenfion 
of arms on the Rhijie, 470.— The prelimina- 
ries of peace tigned, 473.— Obflriuftions aril- 
5 ng from ins capricious diffwfition, 48^. 

Charles XMvof Sweden, his chara»‘^fer and htua. 
tion, at the acceflion of George 1 . 55.— His 
motive for aiding tlie Pretender, 86.— Coji- 
fcquences of his death, 159. 

Charles Emanrud^ king of Snrdini.'U apologizes 
to George 11 . for his reiudanc alliance with 
Frain*e and Spain, 433. 

Chuteauntuf\ the French emballidor, tondtidi^ 
the negotiations wdih England at the Hague, 

9r. 

Chatham ; fee Pitt, 

Chaiivahn^ hiliueiKes cardinal Flcurv, !)is funda- 
ineutal principh « of }Kihticif,.449 — Jneifeo 
tnal att(;n)[its of VV'idpolc to bribe inm, 487.— 
Hisdifgr.n f, 489.— DHcovers a correlpon^i - 
cj)ce wirh the Pretender, by i ai eh ii'nefs, 490. 

field, enil, liis opinion of tiie treaty^cd 
H;uiov(r, 247,— (^.cen Caroline vindicated 
from Ic.s aeconnt ni her bejiavionr to Mr. 
Howard, 278,— -O .Tends the ciuecii by j>av- 
ing court to lady JyjTolk, 281.— Join-, the 
oppofition againll tine cxcife fchemc. 40.J. — 
Is difplnced as lie ward of the houfcht^ld, 406- 
— Oppofes the bill for lictnfing plays, 5; 8. 
—His private conferences with prince Fre- 
derick, during the quarrel between die prince 
t; F 2 ajid 
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Mui king* 539.~His farcaftic imputation on 
tiic memory of queen Caroline, 54.9.— 
His malignant declaration refpefting the in* 
quiry into bir Robert Walpole's admiiiiftra- 
tion^7l4. 

CholmonchUy^ earJ, his\ 'mediation between the 
king and prince of Wales, rejected by the 
prince, 693.— Is made lord privy feal, 735. 

ChriJ}ici 7 i VJ. of Denmark, his difpure with 
George IL about the iordlliip of bteinhorlt, 
6o8,~Ho\v inriuenced to a treaty with ling- 
land, 609. 

Churchill^ adniind, accufed of negligence and 
c<wuption, 21. 

Civil liji, Walpole's plan for difeharging the 
debt? of, 156. — He procures aa iiicreafe of 
it for George IL 290. 

Clarke^ Dr. Samuel, rector of Saint James's, pa- 
tronised by queen Caroline, —de- 

clines a biilioprick, 275. — His literary corref- 
pondence with Leibnitz, at tlie queen's iii- 
ftance, 276, 

Cobhamt lord, is deprived of his regiment, for 
his oppofition to the excife bill, 4o6--*-De- 
bates on this fubje£t, 409. 

Cdller^ Jeremy, falutary efted of his fliortVkw 
of the Stage, 51a. 

Ctfwwrrr, Walpole's regulations for favouring, 
164. 

Committee of fecrefy appointed to inquire into 
the adminiftration of Sir Robert Walpole, 
710, — Their proceedings, 7 12,— -Examina- 
tion of their report, 719. 

Common council of London, petitions the houfe 
of commons againft Sir Robert Walpole’s 
cxcife fcheme, 403. 

Commons^ houfe of, the fepter.nial bill pafTcd, 74. 

Firft formation of regular 3>bn of oppofi- 
tion to the miniftry, in, 293.— Debates on the 
national debt, 294— Secret fcrvicc money, 
291;.-— Sir Robert Wahiolt’s rq^ort on the 
flate of the national debt, 297. — Arrears of 
the civil lill, 299. — Reftilution of Gibraltar, 
^04.— 'Lhe imperial loan, and the penfion 
bill, 321^— The harbour of Dunkirk, 323. — 
The renewal of the charter of the Eaft India 
company, 321;. — The apprehended rupture 
with the Emperor, 344.— Foreign connexi- 
ons, 346.— Alienation of the finking fund, 368. 
— Exienfion of thccxcife laws, 37 7.— Commit- 
tee for fecuring and im^iroving the duties On to- 
bacco and wines, 385*-iTOn the removal of the 
duke of Fulton and lord Cobham, 
the jdace b;il, 4 1 1 .-—On the feptennial bill, ibiel, 
—Gin a(^, 475.~Mol‘ion for the repeal of the 
teft a£t, 476.— Quakers bill, Proceed- 


ings on the murder of captain Porteous, 494*«— 
Sir John Barnard’s fcheme for the redutffion 
of iiitercft, 498,— Prince of Wales's revenue, 
529.-*-On the redu£ilion of the army, 563,— 
On printing parliamentary debates, 569*— • 
Petition pf the merchants againft the Spaaiflt 
depredations, 574.— The Spanifh conven- 
tion, 592.— Secellioii of the minority, at the 
infiigation of Sir William Wyndham, 606. 
—Debate on this iecelfion, 627.— Bill for rc- 
gifteriiig feamen, 631.— Views of the oppPfi « 
tion, 643.— Sandys’s motion for addrefs to 
the king, for the removal of Sir Robert WaL 
pole, 645.— Subfidy to the queen of Huiiga- 
675.— Pulteiiey’s motion for an inquiry 
into the ftate of the nation, 694**— Great ex- 
ertions of the oppofition on this queftion, ibid, 
—Committee of inquiry into Sir Robert 
Walpole’s adminifiration, 710, 

Compton^ Sir Spencer, his expedtations of fiip- 
planting Sir Robert Walpole in the miniftry, 
how fruftrated, 282.-^His clwa£fer, 2 ^^ ; 
fee IVilmington* 

Cornbury, lord, his defence of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole againft the motion for his removal, 

Corruption^ why a popular complaint in pi^a- 
ment, 629. 

Cotton^ Sir John Hynde, his reprefen ta tion of 
Wliig principles, in the debate on the reduc- 
tion of the anny, 565. 

Cowper^ lord, extraft from his Diary, refpe^iing 
the conference at Gertruydenberg, 28, 

Religns the leak, 32. — His charafter of the 
South Sea fcheme, 131. 

Craggst Mr. rigorous proceedings of the houfe 
of commons againft his family, occafioned 
his connexion with the South Sea company, 

Craggs^ junior, fent with an account of the ill- 
neis of queen Anne to Hanover, 60.— Lays 
before parliament copies of treaties relating to 
the quadruple alliance, 1 1 5. — Conduft in 
parliament, Implicated in the South 

Sea fcheme, 149. 

Cumber land, duke of, confults lord Orford on 
the king’s propofal for hi.s marriage, 743. 

Cu/ioms^ a committee of the houfe of commons 
appointed to infpeift into the frauds and abufes 
of, 379.— Report of the committee, 380.— 
The commifiioners examined by Sir John 
Barnard, as to the frauds in tobacco, 399, 

D. 

Darlington^ countefs of, miftrefs of king George I, 
her chara<ftcr, 83, 

Davenant^ 
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Uaverkiftf, Dn his prejudices againft excife laws^ 

' 375- 

Debates, pariiainchtary, tlie publication of, pro- 
hibited by the houfc of commons, 569.— 
Remarks on the fubje£^, 573. 

Dehty national, Walpole’s plan for the reduc- 
tion of, 108.—- Debates on the increafe of, 
294.— Sir Robert Walpole's report on the 
ftate of, 297. 

DeckfTy Sir Matthew, his conduft to madame 
Viilette, relating to money belonging to 
lord BoKngbroke, 205. 

Denmark^ ftate and djfpofition of the court of, 
at the acceffion of George I, 53.— Frederick 
IV. cedes Bremen and Verden to* king 
George, 86.— Peace concluded with Sweden, 
x6i. — Difputes with George II. about the 
lordfliip of Steinhorft, 600. — Treaty with 
England, 6091 

Detiventwa 0 ery earl of, the petition in favour of, 
oppofed by Walpole, 72. 

Dewnfilrcy duke of, allifts Walpole in reconcil- 
ing George 1. and the prince of Wales, 131. 
r 3 2.— Warmly recommends him to queen 
Caroline, when princefs of Wales, 283.— 
Supports Walpole, 622.— Sir Robert Wal- 
pole’s high opinion of him, 757. 

Jyijjhnters^ application of, to Sir Robert ^Wal- 
pole, for a repeal of the teft av5t, 6o3. 

Doi/ifigtoriy George Bubb, endeavours to diffuade 
Frederick prince of Wales, from applying to 
parliament for an increafe of revenue, 525.— 
His elegy on the death of queen Caroline, 
554.— Attaches himfelf to the dtike of Argylc, 
613.— Forms a plan fou the removal of Sir 
Robert Walpole, 684. 

Drapier^s Letters^ written by Dean Swift, to in- 
flame the public in Ireland, againft Wood’s 
patent, 22 226^ 

Du Boisy abbt;, agent of the duke of Orleans, his 
conference with the earl of Stair at Paris, 89. 
—Negotiates an alliance with England, at 
Hanover, 92.— Condu<ft towards the Britifli 
minifters, and fucceffive promotions through 
the influence of England, 178, 179.— His 
death, 185. ; 

Dubyurgeayy the Englifll envoy at Berlin, dif- 
covers the fccrei of the prince of Wales’s in- 
tended marriage with the princefs of Prulfia, 
to the Britilh court, 520. 

Duck, Stephen, patronized by queen Caroline, 

Dunkirhy the delays of the French in the demo- 
lition of the harbour of, inquired into by . 
the houfe of commons, 323. 


E. 

Ea/l Ifiilta Company y fch^nnc of oppofition* to 
throw the trade open vtpoa tiie expiration of 
its charter, 32 5.~.Defeated; 326. 

Eqficourty the player, his ballad on Walpole’s 
commitment to the Tower, 39, 

Eugency prince, his advic : to the Emperor, on 
not receiving afliftance from England and 
Holland, 461. 

Exchi'quer Billy, Sir Robert Walpole’s irnprov- 
nit nt in the mode of borrowing money on 
them, 749. 

Excife Scheme of Sir Robert Walpole, Dean 
Tucker’s eulogiurn on it, 372— Hi (lory of 
the excife, 374.— -Prejudices of the people 
againft the excife, 375.— -Walpole’s motives 
for extending the excife duties, 376.— His 
definition ot the difference between cuftoms 
and excife, 377, Outlines of Wal- 

pole’s fcheme explained, 379.— Character 
gfVen of it by the oppofitiort members and 
writers, 381.— Committee for fecuriiig and . 
improving the duties on tobacco and wines, 
385.— Walpole’s Speech, Arguments 

of the oppoiition, 399.— The bill reUnqui(hcd> 
4<53^ 

p; 

Farneje, Elizabeth, queen of Spain, her over- 
tures to the Britifh court, 561. 

Fieldirigy Heni^y, his character as a dramatic 
writer, 515. 

Finchy lord, introduces lord Bolingbroke’s peti- 
tion to the houfe of commons, for the rever- 
fal of his attainder, 206. 

Fkury, cardinal, becohies prime miniftcr of 
France on the difgrace of the duke of Bour- 
bon, 237.— Adopts the pacific fentiments of 
the Britifli cabinet, 286.— His letter to 
George II. anfwcred by the king with equal 
cordiality, 287,— -His equivocal condudi be- 
tween the Emperor and England, 342. — His 
jealoufy of the Auftrian alliance with Eng- 
land, removed by lord Waldegrave, 3504— 
Correfpondence between him and Walpole 
for a general peace, 445.-111$ infincerirv, 
448.— Is govcTiied by Chauvelin, 449.— His 
reply to the expofliiiatk ns of Horace Wal- 
pole, 450.— His irrefolute behaviour, 451.— 
His motives for terminating his correipon- 
dcnce with Horace Walpole, 453.— O cr- 
turcs made by him t6 the Emperor, 463.— 

, Denies them to the Britifli mini ller, 464.— 
Opens his plan for a general pacification to 
lord Waldegrave, 468,— Prelirninarlesof peace 

figa^d. 
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ilgtied, 473 •— PropoftTs to Horace Wal- 
pole an alliance with England againfr the 
Emperor, 488.~His converiations with lord 
Waldegrave to that end, Propoies rlic 

mediation of Fn^nce, between England and 
Spain, 638. ’ 

FI j cnfiff, count de St., negotiation fov his niar- 
riage with Amalia daughter of the coiintefs 
of IMaten, 180.— Is married to her, 192. 
Fuff^eignersy the wife policy of excluding them 
from offices of trull or profits i» the a^l of 
fettlement, 12, 

FoXy Hen^', made a lord of the treafury, 735. 
fFrattcey dif^lition of the court of, on the acce f- 
fioii or George I. 51.— Double rnarrwge 
proje^ed between the royal families of France 
and Spain, 237.— Louis XV. affianced toth^* 
daughter of Scaniflaus, king cf Poland, iaiJ. 
—Reconciliation with Spain, 341.— Decla- 
ration of war againft the Emperor, 432^— 
The exchange of Lorraine for Tufeany; the 
great obje< 5 l of this war, 463. — Sutpenlionof 
arms on the Rhine, 4 70. “Preliminaries of 
peace iigned, 473.*--Preparatioiis to join 
Spain in the war againft England, 6 c 8.— A 
finnily compact concluded with Spain, 639. 
Frcilerick Louisy prince of Wales, his birth and 
long rcfidence at Hanover, 519.— His uaion 
with the princefs of Pnillia, how tliwarted, 
/^///.— His intended fecret marriage with 
her, difeovered, 520.— Is fent for" by his 
father to England, wdiere the difguft between 
them increnles, 521.— His intimacy courted 
by the opponents of Sir Robert Walpole, 
His indifereet demands from his father, 
523.— ExprefTcs his repugnance to a marriage 
with the princefs of Saxe Gotha, 523.— His 
marriage and revenue, Throws himfelf 

into the arms of oppofition, 524.«-Dcter- 
. mines to foHcit an increafe of revenue from 
parliament, 525 — The kli^/s meflage to him, 
528.— His anmer, 529. — rulteney's motion 
in the houfc of commons, for the^ fettkment 
of his revenue, /^/V.~His iituation, as ftated 
in the debate, 531.— His abrupt departure 
from Hampton Court wdth his princei’s in 
labour, 533.— The king's meflage to him, 
534,— His repeated applications to the king 
for the reftoration of his favour, reje<9:ed, 535" 
^Conference between lord chancellor Hard- 
wicke aud^.Sir Roftert Walpole on tlic oc- 
caflon, /V^/V/.—The king's meflage ordering 
him to ouii palace, 543, — His refentmeiit 

againft Sir Robert Walpole on this occafion, 
^44.— His converfation w ith lord Hard wicke, 
Annuity fettled on his younger chiU 


dreri, 610,-— Shews intemperate joy on th« 
declaration of war againft Spain, 618.— Con* 
tra6h debts by fublcribing to the expmees of 
contefted eleftions, 683.-— Walpole attempts 
to detach him from the oppohtion, 693.— 

. Acqtilefces in the arrangements for a new ad- 
miniftration fortued -by rulteney, 703.— 
Com pofes d ifle n (ions ai nong the former op - 
pofitionifls, 706. — Pays his perfoiial refpefts 
to the king, 707.— -His acknowkdgments 
to the earl of Orford for bis fpeech in the 
houfe r)f lords, refperftiiig the expelled 
French invation in favour of the Preiendtr, 
740. 

Frakrich WtlUamy King of Pniffia, why tlif- 
pofed to favour the acceffion of George L 
Fr>-Jf tic^ IL King of Priiflia, his chara^er, 639. 
Forms a confederacy with England againft the 
honfe of Bourbon, 640.— His invalion of 
Siklia, /iJ/V.— Reduces the queen of Hun* 
gary, 681. ^ - 

O. 

Offgry lord, his reply to Horace Walpole^ 
defence of the Spanilli- convention, 600*— 
His Speech on the Anftrian fubfidy, 678. 
Gavrjlony Picfs, his hiftory publiilied, to fatirize 
Sir Robert Walpole, 653, note, 

Gayy the poet, his encomium on bifliop Atter- 
bury, 171 ~How dilkppointed in his views of 
pre/erment, 279. 

Gcfhlay baron, Swedifli minifter at Paris, procures 
an Engliih penlion by the ititereft of Horace 
Walpole, 444. — Communicates hints to 
Fleury, for a general accommodation, ihid, 
Geor^ey prince ol Wales, caufe of his father's 
je:tlouiy of liinv 78.— His adminift ration 
during the king's ab fence at Hanover, 93. — 
Views of Sunderland in proj>oflng the peerage 
bill, 1 16. — A reconcilement between him and 
the king^f 31.— His engagement in the Cop- 
per company, His refpe^t for the me- 

mory of hi^s mother, 269.-*- His acceliion to 
the crown of England, and character, 270. — 
See George IL . ' 

George I. General ftate of Europe at the time 
oi his acceffion, 51.— State of parties in 
Englaitd, 55.— His perfonaV character, 56,— 
His arrival, and appointment of a new rni- 
niftry, 61.— Rebellion in Scot land, 71.— 
Repeal of the reft fSaining ‘ clan fc in the a<ft of 
fettlement, 77. — His jealoufy of the prmcc 
of Wples, 78.— He viflts Hr nover, 79.— 
Ghara^fters of the junto by whom he wns 
gover^^d, 82.— Their rapacity and ambition, 
84.— How he acquired Bremen and Vmien, 

86.— Rc. 
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85 .~Refents the duplicity of the duke of 
Qi'Ieans, 90, — Caufes of his changing his mi- 
ni (fry, 9 j*-— Caufcof his quarrel with the Czar 
of- 94^~-His difguils with his Englifli 

mijiihry, 9^.— Great iuHiience of Sunderland 
over him, 98.^AflUre8 Tpwnfliend and Wal-. 
pole of the reftomtion of lus confidence iu 
them, ioiv~Yet difmifles Townftienci from 
his offices immediately after, Secret 

oauie of this incontiftency, r 02 .—Sends apo- 
logies to Townthend for taking the feals from 
him, 105.-— Why he favoured Sunderland’s 
peerage bill, 1 16.— Is reconciled to the prince 
of Wales, 131. — Goes over to Hanover, 133. 
—Is induced to returji by the national dif- 
ficulties after the South Sea fcheme, 136.— 
Xs dilfurbed by the popular clamours, 13 j-*— 
His ipeech on the prorogation of parliament, 

1 5 5-— breaks up the congrefs at Aland, i6ii 
—His Ipeech nt opening the parliament, 163. 
—His regulations for facilitating commerce, 
164. — Kefifts Sunderland’s attempts to re- 
move Walpole, 166,- — Confers a peerage on 
Mr. Walpole’s fon, 176.— Goes again to Ha- 
nover, 181 — Townfliend fupplants Carteret 
in his favour, 182.— His high opinion of Wal- 
pole’s abilities, 184. —His endeavours to pro- 
jcure a French <lukedovn for the marquis de ia 
V rilljt re, 1 86.— His letter to the duke of Bour- 
bon, declining the requeft, 1 88,— Portions the 
countefs of Platen’s daugliler, 192.— Confers 
the two vacant garters on Townfliend and 
Scarborough, 193 •—Meets the parliament 
with afiiiranccs of tranquillity and profperity, 
1.94— How inducc^i to take otf the attainder 
©f Boiingbroke, 209. — Gives up the fcheme 
of Wood’s copper coinage for Ireland, by 
W'alijole’s advice, 228, — Addreffes ot the Irlfli 
parliament on the occafion, 229. — Declines 
the offered foie mediation between Spain and 
the Emperor, 238.— The treaty of Vienna 
notified to him by the Imperial embaffador, 
240.— His rct^ly, 241 —Treaty of Hanover, 
245.— 71 us treaty, why not agreeable to him, 
248.— ^His danger in failing from Hanover to 
England, celebrated by Young the poer, 253. 
Heads of his fpeech to iiarliamcnt, 2 54.— Ac- 
quaints parliament with the fchemes forming in 
favour of the Pretender, 258.— Iiifult offered 
to him by the Emperor, tiirough his embaflli- 
dor, 259.— Peace figned with the Errpuror 
and S(min, 261. — Bolingbr.)ke’& audience, 
264.— Dies at Hanover, 266. — Memoirs of 
his wife Sophia of Zell, 267. — Inquirv into . 
his fuppofed promife of reftcring Gibraltar to 
the Spaniards, 304. 


George II. his acceflion and ebarafter, ayo --* 
His great regard for queen Caroline, 
Chara^Icr of his favourite, Mrs. Howard, 277* 
—Avows his iutentiouiof appointing Sir Spen- 
cer Compton his minilter, 282.— Sir Ro!>ert 
Walpole’s firft interview' with him, 284.— Is 
induced by the queen to continue the old mi- 
ni ftry, 285.— Receives a cordial letter from 
cardinal Ficury, and returns a fuitable anfwer, 
287.— Always appointed^ehe qyecn, regent, 
when he wetrt over to Hanover, 289. — Re- 
ceives an iticreafe of the civil lift, 290.— A 
jointure fettled on queeJi Caroline, 291.— 
His fpeech to parliament, His anfwcr 

to the addrefs for an account of the charge for 
fecret fervice money, 295.— His anfw’cr to 
the report on the ftate of the national debt, 
299,— Difficulties occafioned by his inflexi- 
bility, 300 — Caufe of his refentment againft 
Charles Stanhope, iiUi . — Treaty of BVunf- 
W‘ck, 302.— Treaty of Seville, 303.— Par- 
liamentary debates relating to the reftitution 
of Gibraltar, 304. — Complains in his fpeecli 
of the licentioufnefs of tlie prefs, 327.— 
Changes in the miniftry, ibid . — His diilike of. 
the duke of Newcafile, 329.— And of lord 
Harrington, 33 !• — Second treaty of Vienna 
concluded, 346. —His fpeech preparatory to 
the introduction of Walpole's excife fcheme, 
381. — Supports Walpole in the biifi 06^5,405. 
His fpeech ^t the end of the fe/lion, 427.— 
His cautious condinft refpc6ting the Polifli 
de<ftion, 430.— Inclines to aftift the Em- 
peror againft France, 433.— The kin^ of 
Sardinia apologizes to him for his alliance 
with France and Spain, R^etiirns an . 

evafive anfwer to the Emperor's application 
•for fuccoiirs, 436.— Offers his mediation to 
the Emperor, 438.— Promifes })arli.Mir!ent to 
propofe a plan for a general pac ification, 448. 
— Is dilj>leafed vinth Walpole's condud, 
4^4. — His anfwer to the reprefentations 
of Kinfki, 465.— His f]>eccli to parliament 
on the figning prelinnnarles for a generaj 
pacification, 474.— Horace Walpole attends 
ffim to llanovtr, 480. — Objeds of his 
attention while at Hanover, 481.— Declines 
giniranreclng ihe r.cccllion to Berg and Ju« 
iiers, by Walpole’s advice, 482. — Is induced 
to abandon the fcheme of a northern league, 
484. — Cauieof the mi taiulerftanding betwe en 
bun and Frederick prince of Wales, 519 
—His mefthge to the prince of Wales ]vipe<ft#^ 
ing his revenue, 527. — 7 'lie princes an- 
fvver, 529.— His meflage to the prince, on 
his leaving Hampton court, and on the deli- 
very 
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v^ty of tbc princcft), 534.— Orders tbc prince 
to remove from the palace, C43.— His grief 
on the death of queen Carofine, 552* — His 
great refpefl for l^er memory, 553.~His 
ipeech to parliament on the ratification of 
the Spantm convention, 591.-— His difpute 
with the king of Denmark, about the lord* 
fliip of Steinnorft, 6o8«— His meflige to par- 
liament forafliftance to prepare for war, 615* 
—Declaration of war againflk Spain, 6t^.— 
Why eager for the war, 620.— Occafional ilU 
hiimour between him and Walpole, 62 3. — He 
refiifes to appoint Mr. Trevor envoy and ple- 
nipotentiary atthe Hague, 624. — Refufes to ac- 
cept Walpole’s reCgnation, 625.— His fpeech 
to parliament, 6a6. — Remonftrates with the 
duke of Newxaftle on the diflenlions between 
him and Sir Robert Walpole, 63 7.— His fpeech 
at. opening the feffion of parliament, O41.— 

. Recommends the fupport of the queen of 
JIungary to parliament, 674.-^13 oblige! to 
defert her, and accept a neutrality, 681 .—In* 
fiances of Walpole lofing his confidence, 685* 
—Speech to parliament, 688.— Manifefts his 
reluctance to Walpole’s refignation, 696. — 
His cautious mode of confulting him on date 
affairs, 733.— Becomes unpopular by his par- 
tuility for his Hanoverian tioops, 736.— His 
meffage to both hnufes, with information of 
an intended French invafioii in favour of the 
Pretender, 737.— Is dillrefled by feuds in the 
cabinet, 74c. 

Georyja^ difpute with Spain about the limits of, 
561. — Is provided for defence, 587- 

Geraldlm^ the Spanrfli agent in London, his 
memorial to the Britilh court, refpe^ting the 
limits of Georgia, 561 .—His cabals with the 
oppofition to inflame public difeontents, 577. 

Crf77W/7»y, difpofition of the Imperial court, at 
the acceflion of George 1 . 32.— Forms a dc- 
fenfive treaty with England, 90— The Em- 
pew, why difTatisfied with the quadruple al- 
liance, 236.— Treaty of Vienna with Spain, 
239; fee Charles VI Emperor* 

Gertruydenberg^ remarks on the congrefs at, 28. 

Gilbert^ Mr, the hiftorian, his remarks on the 
harfli proceedings againfl the South Sea dl- 
reCToi-s, 1 50. 

Gibraltar^ the reftitution of, peremptorily de- 
manded by bpaiii, 239. — is btfieged by the 
Spaniards, 260 — P;irli amentary debates about 
the rt Jliunion of, 304.— Narrative of the ne- 
gotiations for the reflxtution, 306. . 

Gibfon^ biiliop of London, lofts the favour of Sir 
Robert Walpole for his ftrenuous oj)pofition 


to the .Qyakers bill, 478.— /^necdotes and 
character of him, ibid* 

Gin a mcafure of Sir Jofeph Jckyll, the oc- 
cafion of much reproach to Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, 475. 

Gla/gow, tumult there, on account of the malt 
tax, 232. — Supprefled by generalWade, 233. 

Godolphin^ lord treafurer, patronizes Mr. Walpole 
and others of the \Vhig party, 21.— His re- 
conciliation with the Whigs, 22.— His impo- 
litic profecution of Dr- Sachevcrel, 24.— Is 
attacked by Sr. Jolm, and defended by VVal- 
pole, 34,— His dying declaration of friend- 
fliip for Walpole, 42. ^ 

Golden Rt/mpt ft licentious theatrical piece, pro- 
duced by Sir Robert Walpole in the houie of 
commons, to prove the ncceffity of licenfing 
plays, 516. 

Gouldy Sir Nathanael, imrpeaches the accuracy of 
Fii]teney*$ (late of the national debt, 295^ 

Grafton;^(S\\\t of, is appointed lord chamberlain, 
192.— Hischaraifterand iinlkiifulnefsin quiet- 
ing the troubles of Ireland, when lord lieu- 
tenant, 218.— His nvifunderffanding with the 
lord chancellor Midleton, 222, 

Grantham ; fee Robinfen* 

Grahviile \ fee Cariirct* 

H- 

Halifax^ earl of, his dilgufts at his allotment in 
tlie miniftry under George I, 8i, 

Hanover^ the aft of fettlement extended to the 
houfc of, by king William HI. 9.— A vcrfiori 
of queen Anne to the houfe of, 47.— Accei- 
(ion of George I. to the Hnglifli crown, 51. 
—Becomes the centre., of intrigue and nego- 
tiation, 24^. — Alliance formed there between 
England, France, and Prulfio, -Objefts 

of this treaty, 246 — The merits of this treaty 
examined, 247.-— Is approved by the houfc of 
commons, 255. 

HartQurt, Sir Simon, lord, his conduft on the 
motion for impeaching lord Somers, 14.— 
Appointed chancellor, 32. — Gained by Wal- 
pole, 190. — Is employed by the.ducliefs 
of Kendal to manage the negotiation of a 
pardon for lord Bolingbroke, 209. 

HardiVickr*^ fee Ycrhe, 

Harhy^ Mr, a violent Whig, (liifls over to tl.e 
Tories, 9.— His conduft refpefting the bill 
for feciiring the Proteffant fucceffion, i r.~ 
is difmifffcd from his office of feerttarv of 
ffate, 2^.-— Perfuades queen Anne to rerfiov^ 
the Whig miniftry, vi9.»--Courts Walpole, 
32,— Forms Jacobitical connexions, 47 — 

diftnifled 
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difmifled 48 .~Is inmpeached by the commons, 
67.— -His defence, and remarks on it, 68.—- 
Is iinanimoufly acquitted, 1 1 2 .~Proje< 5 led the 
South Sea company, 126, — His character, 
198. — His removal by the influence of Bo- 
lingbroke, 199. 

Hmhy^ Edward, his temperate f}>eech in debat- 
ing the motion for the removal of Sir Robert 
Walpole, 655. 

Harrington^ lord, is appointed fecretary of {fate, 
327. — His chara< 5 fer, 330.— -How he over- 
came tl]e prejudices of the king and Sir Ro- 
bert W alpole againii hirn, 331.— Makes ulc 
of Strickland, bilhop of Nanuir, as a fpy upon 
the Pretender, 442.— His inftnn^tions to Ho- 
race Walpole, on the irrel'olution of cardinal 
Flcury, 451- — Difpicaftd at the hoiile of Aii- 
llria being abandoned by England, 46_5.-— The 
king diflatisfied with him, 480. — Appointed 
prelident of the council, 701. — Is made <e- 
cretarv of (fate, 742. 

Thrvey^ lord, (uppoled to be the writer of Sedi- 
tion and Defamation Difplayed, 361. — His 
charadicr defended againfl the latire of Pope, 
362, H is duel with Mr. Pultcncy, 363V 

Anfvvers a pamphlet refpe« 5 \ing the prince 
of Wales’s revenue, 532.-— Is appointed lord 
privy Tea I, 623. 

Hfjf/Ian i^oops^ (lei)atc on Horace W^alpolo’s mo- 
tion for a grant for, 292. 

Holjhin^ CMiarles Frederick duke of, his preten- 
lionc! to the crown of Sweden fet afide by the 
elc^Iion of Ulrica Eleonora, 160. — Supported 
by the czar Ptier, 181. — His ijucreils wurndy 
eipoiifed by tlie empiefb Catharine, 243. 

Jh/ur^ admiral, fent 6n an expedition to the 
Spa ni 111 W’cil Indies, 260. 

Ho'ivard^ Mrs. the favourite of George II. her 
characler, 276. — The queen’s bcljaviour to 
her accounted for, 27S. — Thole wlio |?aid 
court to her always op^Hifed by the queen, 
2 79. —Retires from court, z8i, 

Hungary \ fee JMayla Thcrefa, 

J. 

yacohites^ true di (li motion hot w’cen tlicjn and the 
Tories, 33 — Fheir hopes of a revohuion nt 
the acceflion of George 11 . fruilrated, 290. — 
Are confounded with Tories, 293. — They 
join the Tories againft Pulrency’s airangc- 
ments, after the removal of Walpole, 703. 

JacomhiU under fecretary at war, fuggefl« a plan 
to Walpole for the refloration of public credit, 
after the South Sea fcheme, 139. 

Jamrs II. grounds ot the drclaratjon of Ins ab- 
dication, 8. 

Jannel^ agent of cardinal Flcurv, r- fmt bv him 
VoL.l. 


to the Hague, ns the mcdh.im of his negotia- 
tion with the Britifh cabinet for a general 
pacificaiion, 445. — His co!ijVre!\ces widi Ho- 
race Walpole, 446.-i-QMiis the Hague, 448. 
yrkyli^ Sir Jolepli, was .t-Jie chief pr(#mv)ter of 
the gin 475- ’ 

Jenkins^ captain, fable of Iris ilFufagc by the 
Spaniards, 579. 

yenyns^ Soanie, inflance ^ of his difintcrefled 
friendfhip for Sir Robert Wal|x:)U\/>9h. 

Itny^ Archibald earl of, lord keeper ol b orivy 
leal in Scodaiul, is ffepured by WaJ^JO v t(> 
quiet the fJOj^uLir difeonretus there againR rlu? 
malt tax, 234. — His ch:ira(^fer, re- 

prefentntions to Sir Robert Walpole, con- 
cerning the murder of captain Porteous*, 492. 
Jnnocent XHI. pope, alfords an afylum to the 
Pretender, 54. 

IntrrrJ}, Sir John Barnard’s propolal for tlie 
redu(ffion of, 498. — Miniflerial arguments 
^ainll it,' publiflted in tlie Whitehall Evening 
Pod, 500, «(?/<•.— •His bill rejc/’t‘d, 508. 
yjin V. king ot Portugal; fee Portugal, 

IrruiffJ^ hillory of the diflurbaiua s there, on 
account of Wood Vi halfpence, 216.-— The pa- 
tent furrendered up, 2ii8. — Addreircs of tlic 
Jrifli parliament on the occalion, 229. 
yu/irrs; fee l>rrg. 

K. 

Krme^ Mr the Englifli ininiffcr at Madrid, fo- 
ments the jealonly betw een Franceanrl Spain, 
472,— Deferibes tJie inveteracy of the Sfxi- 
niards to the French, 473.— His clear flatc 
of tlie difpiiie belwe'en Eiigland and Spain, 
concerning illicit trade with the Spanifli Ame- 
• ricaii fettleinciits, <56!. — Ihefentis the memo- 
rial of the Bririlh merchants to the Sj-anini 
court, 502. — Negotiates the convention with 
Spain, 589. — His jk remptory ini: nud ions re- 
fpct 5 fing the Britifh complaints agriinfl Spain, 
617, 62 r. 

Krndaly ducliefs of, miftrefs of king^ George I. 
her c}»ara».^ter, 82. — Her .difpntrs with tlic 
F.nglilb iTiiniitry, 9 (Hained by 'ro\vun'ien<l 
in op[>ofition to Crnaerct* i>‘’2 — Her in- 
fluence over tlr: Iviug, putchared by Boling- 
broke, for ihiC taking off hi:, attainder, 209. 
— Sells the patent for Supplying Ireland w ith 
copper coiji to Wood, 218.— Fbr c ibals 
jgainil Walpole, 263.— Delivers BoJing- 
broke's memorial to the king, zt'y — R t A^'ivea 
intelligence of tiie king’s death, 2O6.— — Her 
retifcUK'nt and death, //^/VA 
KinA'iy count, t!‘:C Imptrid ciiil'afTridor, clainia 
the flipiilatcd fuccours from England, 4-2, — 
^ Cr J.^ehvcrs 
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T>dWcrs tlic Einpt'ror’s rcnionftrances at not 
receiving them, 436. — Cabals to procure the 
removal of Sir Robert Wv.lpolc, 44a, 

Knight^ caOiier of the Sopth Sea company, ab- 
fconds, 148. 

Knngfmarh^ count, a SVvediih nobleman, his at* 
tachinent to the princefs Sophia of Zell, and 
death, 267. . 

. L. 

hti Bnume^ agent of cardinal Fieor}', is fent pri- 
vately VieiMia, to negotiate a ieparatc peace 
w irii the E.ntxTo. , 464. 

.vi;y n*>t a j roper I'pecies of property for 
direct Uixariop.. 376, i/c/r. 

Lanjilo'iom*^ lorv'i, his verfes on Mr. Waipole’s Im- 
prifouaient in the Tower, 3S. 

Lcibnitv,, )ui lit- rary corrcf'pondencc with Caro- 
line queen ol Knc*land, 27^1. 

Lelihmtyt\ his invectives aiul agitation on Bo- 
lingbroke’h audience of the king, 264. ,1 

Lim('t'uk\, lord, moves an inquiry into the ad. 
ndinllr ,£ion of Sir Robert VValpole, 708.-— 
Makes a Iccoud motion lor a Iccrct con-mit- 
tee, 710. — Isuppointcd chairman of the com- 
mit ure, 711. 

XrVry, abbi.t de, his behaviour on delivering the 
F.encli king's letter for ti.e return of the in- 
fanta, 23 d. 

LccJkft Mr. his prejudices againft excife duties, 

3 ?b. 

Logzucoi/, the right of the Englifli to cut it in the 
bay of Campeachy, dilputed by Spain, 561. 

Loralne^ the exchange of for rufeany, the great 
obje*?-! in the war b' tween France and Qer- 
inany, 463. 468.— DilIatisfa» 5 liou of the duke*, 

herd chamlcrlain^ his ancient ruperintcndance 
over public amufenients, 510.— Powers grant- 
ed to him by the bill for liceiding plays, 
516. 

Louis XIV. acknowledges the fon of James IT. 
as king of England, i ^.-—Conntves at the 
attempts of the Pretender to affert his claims, 
51. — His death, 88. 

t.mh X,V. of trance, ]irojc<fted marriage of, 
with the infanta of Spain, 237.7— Is PlTianced 
to t!)e davigliter of Stanillans, king of Poland, 
ibid , — Determines to fupport Jlie claim of 
Stanitlaus to the crc'wn of Poland, 429. 

Lyitktcn:, his Ipceth againft the Spanish con- 
vcRtioiii 602. 

M. 

Magaxi'fsn^ monthly* their indire^f mode of 
priji>ting parliamentary debates, after the rc- 


folution of the houfe r f commons agalaA TLi.f 
publication of them, 573.— Their repcirts^on 
the whole not unfaithtul, 750, 

Maitrwariftgt Arthur, his prtdi< 5 fioii refpeding 
Mr. VValpole, 14.— His fubfequent charailci 
of him, 35. 

Mantua^ the fiege of, by Philip V. of Spain^ 
counteraifed by the rell of the allies, 47 r* 

ALir^ ea?! of, lets up the Pretender^s ilandard in 
Scotland, 70.— Ifis defeat at Dumblain, 71, 

Mqrdyke^ the port of, why offeiiii\e to Eng- 
Paid, 02, nviOn 

Maria Thtiefa^ ejneen of Hungary, cfpoufes 
Francis, duke of Loraine, 485. — Her accef- 
fion, 640— Her dominions invaded by the 
king of PruiTia, ibid . — The propriety of fup- 
porting her, dilcullkl in parliament, 674.— 
Subfidy granted to her, 68 q,— I s reduced to 
retire to Hungary, and yield to the Pruiban 
deniaiKls, 6H i . 

MarlhoirAig!}^ John <lukc of, procures the o dice 
of iccrctary at war for Walpole, 23.— Hi-s 
difgrace with the queen, 29.— Is difmil- 
fed with ignominy, 32.— Is declared com- 
mander in chief by George I. 61.— His dif- 
gulls, 8u 

Mmlborotigh^ Charles duke of, his motion in the 
houfe ot lords, in favour of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, in the debate for his removal, 669. 

Marlbot ot/gk^ Sarah dutchefs of, caufe of her ill 
will to William III. 10.— Treats queen Anne 
with difreipedt, 23.— Her influence over 
queen Anne, 27. — The Whig minidry in- 
volved in her dilgrace, ibid. 

Metryy daughter of James II. and princefs of 
Orange, concurs in the a<Jil of feitlement, 8. 

MaJJiam, Mrs. fupplants the duCi hefs of Marl- 
borough in queen Anne’s favour, 28.— In- 
trigues in favour of the Pretender, 47. 

Majitr of Revels^ inftiiution of the office, 
and the objects of, 510. — His fim^lions fuf- 
perule<.i by the civil wars, and difputed on the 
relloration, 511. Stagcm 

Meckknburgh^ dij'piitcs between the duke and 
nobles oi, 94, . 

Methuen^ comptroller of the houfehokl, oppofes 
the bill for taking off the attainder of Boling- 
broke, 207* — Delivers the king’s metTagc in 
anfwcr to the inquiry into the charge for fe- 
crei fervice money, 295. 

MidUton^ lord chancellor of Ireland, his indexi- 
ble oppofition to W’^ood’s patent, 219.— -His 
charafter, antipathy to Walpole, 

221.— His niilundcrftanding with the lord 
lieutenant, the duke of Grafton, 222.— Ex- 
plains the motives of lord Carteret’s condufi, 

227* 
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S27.-**Refigns the feals, 228.— ‘Quits Ireland, 
230, — fiis opink)!^ of Swift, ibui.ncte* 

M'dlery ferjeant, oppofes tiic nioiion for taking 
off the attainder of BoUnghroke, 207. 

Mitfordy ti e tobacco niorchanl^ iii:, friudii in- 
Itanccd by Sir Robert VV.dj-olc, 390. 

MolefzDorthj lord, his arguments againll the 
S\ve<iidi fubfidy, 162, 

Morciuunt, Colonel, his injudicious fpeech again ft 
Ine reduflion oft bet army, 566. 

lord, ids motion lor depriving the king 
of the preiogurive of dlfjjlaclng nnlitary otli- 
cers, 409. 

Mujlar^ha i%ml Mahomet^ two Turkifli dependants 
on George 1 . 84. 

N. 

Naval Stores, the importation of, encouraged by 
\\ a I pole, 164. 

Nctvcajtle^ duke of, is appointed fccretary of 
Bate, ig2. — Mis charafter, 327. — Comiuct 
in regard to the difputts between England 
and Spain, 620.— -His peremptory memorials, 
to Mr. Keene, at Madrid, 62 1 .-r-Hisdiilctifions 
with Sir Robert Walpole, 637.-— His overtures 
to riK* duke of Argylc dilchjfed to Walpole, 
6S5, — His firft conference witli Pultciicy, 
699. — His fecund conference witii Pulteney, 
701.-— ‘Is averfe to the employment of Hano- 
verian troops, 736 PVuds in j he cabinet be- 

tween him and lord Carteret, 741. 

iiV’wr/V, Sir •John, is fent with a fleet to the port 
of Liibon, 459 — Is fent to intercept the 
Span'db fleet, 635. 

Northern the projeift for, counteraclcd 

by Sir Robert Walpole, 483. 

Nottingham, earl of, declared prehdent of the 
council bv George 1 . 62.— !»' t.rdliviidrd, Si. 

Nyjiadt^ peace oi, between Ruilia and bvveden, 
162, 

O. 

Sir Chaloncr, his t.\'»edidon ag.ainft New 
"bj ain,636. ^ „ 

Orfmd^ fiis encomium on the fe[.4ennir.i b;!!, 
75.-^Obje<!'fs to Walpole’s j-iopolai to tax t/ie 
cltatcs of Fapilis, 175. — Oppofes ilic moiioa 
for reverb ng tlie atbunder of i>ol,ngl.':okc, 
207*— Is ohofen fj|)e:ik< r, 291. 

Oranp^t \ fee Mary., and li lUi an:, 

Orferd ; fee H alpok. 

Orleans,, duke or, his. negotiations w ith, tlie earl 
of Stair, at Paris, Sg.—Communicates Aifer- 
bury^s plot to the court of England, i68.-r“ 
Explains to Horace WalfHde .his objrtftions to 
th# grant of a dukedom to the fanuly of la 


Vnliiere, 1 86.— -Td is death, ibid . — His views in 
pn^niotingthetloubie uKirrEge between France 
and Spain, 237. 

Ormondy impeached by thcviioiife of commons^ 
67. — Ablcond.^, a!Kl 'is aLiaintcd, 68.— IIi< 
imprudent convluct, 76J: 

Of an, count, the Imperial omhv'ifr.'.dor, his con- 
ierenccs with H-.'racc VVhvlpole, rci|5ertitTg tfir 
interells of tlu* queen of Hunoary, 6S0,— ' 
DiiTnadcs her froni an civconunodation wiili 
the king of PruHiu, 63 il 

Ojhnd Company, t!ic cilablillimcnt of, an obJefV 
in the treaty of N' ienna, 240. — Ilic rreaiy (.»i 
Hanover calculated to compel tlie Kmpergv 
to rclimiuifU the fclicmo, 246.-00 Ipciuicd 
for feven years by treaty, 261. 

Oppujiuon, in tliC houfe of com.i on’^,' t!a' ftrll 
regulnr formation of, into a conijiact body, 
ngainft Sir Rol^ert Walpole, 293. 

Oxford ; lec iia) l:y, 

iutempciate rejoicings thfre, on tlie fai- 
lure of Sir Robci L pole’s excife feheme, 

404. 

P. 

Palm, the Imperial miuifter ht Lon<lon, advifes 
the ]!.mper<u' to publilb a memorial impeach- 
ing the \'eracity of CJeorge I. in his f[>eech to 
tlie parliament, 259. — Is ordered out of ti>e 
king'.fom, 260.— Cabals with the oppo/iiion, 
361. 

Faffs, exHiuJed from fncccflion to the crown 
of England, by tlic bill of rights, 9. 

Pafuin, a dramatic piece by Fielding, its com- 
plexion, 5i5« 

Patinlo, Ihon, [)rin^c mlniner of Spain*, fiE pro- 
jiolrd tr) tlie Lh'iiilh embaliador, to l)e revenged 
of cardinal F'enry, 473. 

Paithti, lord \\hii::im, r naves a di fabling clanfc 
to the bill ft »r rcverfing the attainder of Bo- 
ll n!h>rnkc, 207. 

Paxi-jii, foiiciior ro the treafury, co:nmlttrd to 
Ni'wgate by ti c Icerct ( ojinnittee, iorrcjuflng 
to «aistwrr iiUtarogatorh 'i. 712. 

Pc<VTt', Dr. bidiop of Ro( heiber, his pr; vrdr 
aiiccd t'.'s of Sir Robert Walooic aitd Pultc- 
nev , 3‘H' 

Pr.-k, tic tobac :o merchant, liis frauds inftnn;;ed 
i»y Sir Ruben Walpole, 39 1. 

Peeaixt' hill, prupofed bv Sunderland, and f/oin 
whai vie IS, iJ6. — is willulnm'n, 117. — i 
again intrcMiuecJ, >olc;h tpcCC'h 

at^ainfl iq leo. — d'he bill reje«ded. 1115. 

Ptdtava lit Dry, is appointed fccretary at war, 
192 — Def,*;!d> tiie treaty of Hanover in tlic 
iu/ulc of « Luriijons, 235. — 1•:» made hrft lord 
s 2 ' of 
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of th? treafur}', by the influence of the earl of 
Orii.id, 734/ ^ 

Fenfo7i bdJ^ to clifable all penfioners from fitting 
in parliament, thrown out by the lords, 322. 

Paty^ alticrman, prelcdts the petition of the 
merclumts again ft the Spaniflt depredations, 
to the hoiife of con^mons, 574* 

Teter thf Great ^ czar of RuflKa, invades Sweden, 

1 6 1. — Makes peace with Sweden at Nyfiadt, 

162, — Afliimes the title of emperor, and flip- 
ports the dtike of IloUtcin, 181*— His dcatli, 
242- 

Phiiip V. of Spain, double marriage projc<fted 
between his family and that of France, 237- 
— H is violent refentment at the inlanta being 
returned from PVance, 238.— Concludes his 
differences witli the Emperor, by the treaty of 
Vienna, 239. — Makes a peremptory demand 
of the reilitution of Gibraltar, /VW. — Accedes 
te the peace made by the Emperor with 
England, &:c. 261. — Evades fulhlling his 
obligatitjn'sj 011 the death of George I. 
3C3. — Submits to ratify the peace at Fardo, 
303. — Treaty of Seville, ib/d . — Tnveftiga- 
tion of his claim for the refiirution of Gib- 
raltar, 305. — His haughty condiuft on the 
<:ccaiion, 309. — Joins with France in a 
war agalnft the Emperor, 432. — Ills attciupas 
to acquire IViantua countcravftcd by FVajue, 
Sardinia, and England, 471. — Is irritated at the 
feparate accommodation between France and 
the Emperor, 472.— Sec Spain. 

William, his maiden fpccch, in commen- 
dation of Frederick prince of Wales, 5ii4» — 
His fpcech again ft the Spanifli convcntion,6or, 
— His arguments in favour of Sandys’s motion 
for an addrefs to the king for the removal of 
Sir Robert Walpole, 633, — Promotes the in- 
quiry into his coiKhuft, 71 1,— -His frank con- 
feilioa of Walpole’s merits after his death, 

748- 

Place bill^ Introduced into the houfe of com- 
mons, and negatived, 411. 

Plnyhoufcs^ 'fitir John Barnard’s bill to limit the 
number of, 514. — The bill withdrawn, 515. 
~Abftra6t of the adl: for iicenling plays, 516, 

Tiote. 

feeble ftate of that kingdom, at the ti:iie 
of the acceflion of George 1. 53.-— Death of 
Au giiuus IE 429,~Refolution of Lewis XV. 
to fupport the elejfticwi of Staniftaus, ibid. — 
Election of Staniflaiis by French intereft, and 
counter eJedVion of Auguftus by Rullian af- 
fiftance, 432. 

Polwart/i^ lord, his reply to colonel Mordaiint’s 
fpcech agaiaft a reduction of the army, 567, 


Popey the poet, his ftrong attachment to bi- 
Ihop Atterbury, 172.— Xlis charatfter of Mrs. 
Howard, 277.— -His abufive treatment of lord 
Hervey reprobated,. 362, w/e.-— His malig- 
nant infinuations againft queen Caroline, 
549. — Prailes the focial cliaracfter of Walpole, 
75 7.— Ridicules the jniniftcrial advocates^ 
760. 

Pcru'cus^ captain, his murder by the populace rjt 
Edinburgh, 491. — Parliamentary inquiry into 
the tranl’aeiion, 493. 

Porto Bril taken by admiral Vernon, 63;. 

Portugal^ ftate of, at the time of iIjC acceliion of 
George I. 52.— Difputcs with Spain, 457.-— 
Claims the alliftance of England, 458.— Sen- 
timents of the court of, Convention 

with Spain, 460. 

Pretender is acknowledged as the Ton of James IE 
by Liouis XIV. 7. — Bill of attainder paffad 
againft him, i 5.— -Achirelles a patlielic letter 
to (pieen Anne, 47.— Parliamentary intrigues 
in his favour, 48. — Takes refuge iii tl^e papal 
dominions, ^4. — lils n'anifefto, 69. — Sets u]> 
ids ftandiird h\ Scotlan.d, his coronatifm at 
Perlli, and flight from Scotland, 71. — Pii!:?- 
lifhcs another nianifeflo, B7.~Birnc)p Alter- 
biiry’s plot, 168. -—'Ilia intcrefts iucludtad' in 
tile treaty of Vienna, 2 {51. —His correrpoad- 
ence with Chauvelin, the Frencli niiniftcr, 
difeovered by an accident, 490. 

Priee^ Dr. his remarks on the operation of the 
finking fund, had it been kept to its oiiginal 
purpoie, 369, no/e. 

Prr/^a^ ftate and uilpofition of Frederick Wil- 
liam, king of, at the acceflion of George E 
52. — Death of Frederick William, and accef- 
lioa of Frederick 11. 639.— Confederacy 

formed again ft the houfe of Bourbon, 640. 

Pultcncy^ William, his motion for a committee 
to Itatc the public debts, negatived, 234.— 
Oppofes the ajiprobatlon’of the treaty of Ffa- 
iiover, 255. — Endeavours to injure Walpole’s 
credit with George II. 282,— Becomes tho 
great leader of the oppofilion now formed 
againft tiie miniflry, 295. — His pamphlet on 
the ftate of the national debt, 294. — Biogra- 
piiical anecdotes of him, 3^2. — His parlia- 
mentary condu(ft, 3 S4.~Is made fecretary at 
war, 356. — Origin of his difagreement with 
W^ilpoic, ibid. — Was chairman of the com- 
mittee for profecuting bifhop Atterbury, 357. 
— Joins the oppofilion againft Walpole, 358. 
— Hi? conduct on I lie motion for difeharging 
the del>ts of the civil lift, /i/W.-— Moves for a 
committee to ftate the public debts, 360.— 
Becomes a w riter in the Craftfman, 361. — 

His 
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Hisr* duel with lord Hervey, 363 -—Party 
pamphlets between him and Walpole, ibid.— 
Is ftruck out of the lift of privy couafcHors, 
365,— His chara<fter of Walpole’s propoled 
excite fchen>e, 383-— His cppolition to it, 
400.— Endeavours to revive the attack ort 
the cxcife, 408 ♦—Moves the addrefs to the 
kjnjr on the marriage of Frederick prince of 
\Vales, 524*— Is prefted by the prince to 
folicit an inertafe of revenue from purJia- 
ment, 525. His motion to that end, 529, — 
liis i\>eech ngainft the pul>licalion of parlia- 
mentary dccwtcs, 569. —His fpeech and mo- 
tions relpetling tiie Spauifti depredation 
3S0. — His bill for fccuring and encouraging 
the trade to America, The bill tlirown 

o\U, 586. — His culv>gii.im on :l‘C cUiUc of Ar- 
gvle, 614. — Vindicates the fccellion of the 
op{)ofition members fiajm parliament, 627. — 
IMoves the bill for the encouragement ol fea- 
iT’icii, 630, — Wins a wager ol Sir Robert 
Wulpole in the lioufe of canimons about a 
quotation from Horace, 644.— His arguments 
in favour ol S.indys’s motion for an addrels 
ro t!ie kino- for the removal of Sir Roljert 
Walpole, 655.— His fpeech in favour of the 
queen of Hunrary, 676,— Siqviiorts the mo- 
tioit for an amendment to the acidrds, 694. 
— His hrit conicrencc with tike duke of ^h'\v- 
caOie, 699. — His lecond conference with the 
duke, 701. — His dtnr.ands and arrangements, 
702. — Meeting at the Fountain tavern, 703. 
— liis anfwcr to tlie duke of xArg^ylc’s rejec- 
tions, 704. — Dil’coiitci'.ts of the late oppo- 
niioniAs cocapofed by the priiicc of Wales, 
— Advifes the king to Ihew foinc coun- 
tt nance to the Torie-, 709. — Is created earl 
of Bath, 713. — His unpopularity, ibtJ.— 
His couduFt defended from popular ca- 
lumnies, 716.— Solicits the appointment of 
firll lord of the treafury, but is anticipated by 
Pelham, 734.— Decline of his credit, 735. 

a. 

(InadrvpU alliance^ objects of this treaty, 1 14.— 
The Emperor and Spain both djlllitisfied witii 
it, 236. 

Qiiahers bill., fiipporled by Sir Robert Walpole, 
476. — Palfes the coiiiaioiis, 477. — Is rejected 
by the lords, 478. 

R. 

Ranhy^i the furgeon, his encomium on tlie dying 
behaviour of the earl of Orford, 743. 

Rebellion in Scotland^ in favour of the Pretender, 


71.— Government vindicated from the charge 
of fe verity in puni filing the rebels 73, 

Report of the fecret committee examined, 7 1 9. 

Revolution^ the grounds of, examined into, 8, 

Rice, Sir Robert Walpole’* for permitting it 
to be carried directly froui Carolina to any part 
of Europe, '32 7 •—Extended to Georgia, ihUL 
baron cle, is comrniffioned by Philip 
V. of Spain, to conclude an accommodation 
with the Emperor at Vienna^ 239.— His ex- 
ulting anticipations of the operation of the 
treaty of Vienna, 252.— His fall, 2;;7,— 
Takes rcluge in England, 31 i.— *-3Temolrs of 
his life, ibid . — ^ Is made prime miniller* of 
Spain, 3 1 5 — -Difgractd, 316.— Is confined 
in the caftle of Segovia, and efcapes, 517.— 
His arrival in England, 318. — Goes to Mo- 
rocco, and dirs there, 319. — His character 
by Caw'tliorn the poet, ibid. 

Robetlion^ French iVcrer.uy to king George I. 
hii; ci)arat‘:tei'. 83. — His difj)i!tcs with the 
Fnglilh miniftry, 95. — Alhihons to hiui, in a 
fpeech of ?ilr. Wiih)ole, 1 10. 

H,bi;ijon^ Sir rhoiruu, alicrvrard lord Grantham, 
his charatiiler, aiul uulFon to the court of 
Viemva, 35 t. — His itegotiiUions with vkx 
E ! 1 1 j)en>r, re fpeFt i u g t he 1’^ >1 i fti clc A ion , 4 3 r . 
— liis inflrurlions to ’v.tde tf; Miq.eror*:. 
pic.'iing api licatioie. l4?r nfidlanet*, 43/.— Hl> 
account of the diltrefs of the duke of Lorn i ne- 
at tfic propofl-d celiioa of Loraine to France, 
486. 

Rochc/ier ; fee Atterhury, 

Roxburgh^ duLe of, fecrctary of fate for Scot- 
land, his ilrong airachmcut to Carteret and 
Cadogan in oppolition to 'I'ou'jffiiend and 
Wal[K>le, 233. — Eucoiir.iges tlie dilcontents 
• in Scotland againll the malt lax, 234.— Is 
dhplaccd, ibid* 

Rijhut, Sir John, his anticipations of Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole’s excite feheme, 383 —is made 
a lord of the treafury, 702.— Treafurcr of the 
navy, 735. 

Rufia., Rare of, at the acccflion of George I, 53, 
— riie czir Peter invades Sweden, 161. — 
Death of I'ctcr, and bold enterprizes of liis 
fucectibr Catlu rinc, 242,— Supports the elec- 
tion of Auguftus king of Poland, 431.— -En- 
gages in a war againll the Turks, 484, 

s/ 

Sacheverth Dr. remarks on his impeachment 
by the houfe of commons, 24. — His fen- 
tence, 25. 

St, John., Henry, vifeount Bolingbroke, his cha-* 
meter and rivalfiiip with Waljjolc. <14.— 

Fropofci 
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Projxxfes an inquiry into the public expendi- 
ture, 34.— Succeeds Harley in the miniftry, 
48.— His conduft myfterious, 49.'~Is dif- 
iTiiiTed by George — Is impeached by 

Walpole, 67. — AbfeUnds, 6S.~Is attainted^ 
69.— biographical \memoirs of him, ihld.*^ 
His chara<Sler and difagreemewt with lord 
Oxford, 197. — Procures the removal of 
Oxford, 198. — His corincclioiis with the 
Pretender proved,. 199. — Maimer and caufe 
of his difmifliou from the Pretender’s fer- 
vice, . 200. *— Negotiates with lord Stair 
for his return to England, 201. — Priv'ate 
hiftory of his letter to Sir VV’'iIliam Wyndhani, 
Vifits England on obtaining his pardon, 
202.^— Endeavours to become tlie confidential 
channel of communication between the duke 
of Bourbon and the Britilh minillry, 203 — 
Opens his lituatioii and fentinients to Horace 
Walpole at l*aris, 204, — JMarrles Madame 
de la Villette, 205. — Sends her to Enghud 
to manage his affairs, Petitions the 

honfe of commons for the reverfal of his 
attainder, 206.— Returns to Puigland, and 
joins the oppofition as a decided enemy to 
Walpole, 208.-— Secret hiilory of his pardon, 
209,-— Remarks on his political writings, 
21 I.— His chara<fler of a patriot king, 213. — 
Bribes the dutchefs of Kendal, wiio ftils in 
fulfilling her engagements, 263. — -His me- 
morial "to the king again ft Walpole, 264. «—• 
Obtains an audience of the king, i 

Plis a^'^livity in fonning an oppofition to Sir 
Robert Walpole, 320.~Endt:avours to irritate 
tlie peoide about the harbour of Dunkirk,' 
323.— Is feverely treat- d by Walpole in the 
debate, 324.-— Vindicates hinifelf and I’ultciicy 
in the Craftfman, 363.-— 'Phe oppofition to 
the excife feheme, formed under his aufpices, 
408,— Ciuits England and retires to France, 
426--— His charadler of the peace between 
the Emperor and the allies, 473.~Cultlvates 
an intimacy with Frederick piince of W'alts, 
521.-— Foments the difagreement between the 
rince and his father, by his counfels, 525. — 
nfligatf^s a fecedion of the minority of thr 
houle of commons, 604. 

S/7// duty^ is revived by Sir Robert Walpole, 377. 
his motion calling for the king’s reafons 
for difmifling the duke of Bolton and lord 
Cobluiin from their regiments, 410. — Gives 
Sir Robert Walpole notice of his intended 
accufation of him, 644.— His fpeech, 645, 
~Movcs an uddrefs to the king for the re- 
moval of Walpole, 6i;i, 

Sardiniat is reduced to an alliance with France 


and Spain, by the ncgle^l: of the Emperor, 

433 - 

Savag€, Richard, patronifed by queen Caroline, 
5 ^1, His charaefVer or Sir Robert Wal- 

pole’s pacific fyftem, tiid. 

Scandalum magnatum^ the olfence defined, 120, 
mt€^ 

Scarbori^ugh^ carl of, mailer of the horfe to the 
prince of Wales, is made a knight of the 
garter by lord Townfliend^s interelt, 193, 

Schau^^ Sir Luke, liis chara6ler, and inifiion to 
Paris, 17S.— Contefl with Horace Walpole, 
185.-— Ills indifcrcet fplicitation of a duke- 
dom for the marquis de la Vriliiere, 186.*— Is 
recalled, *91* 

Scotland^ rebellion there in favour of the Pre- 
tender, 71. — The duly on malf evaded, 230. 
—The people inflamed by a transfer of the 
duty to beer, 231.— Tumults at Glafgow, 
232. — Confederacy of brewers at Edin- 
burgh, 233,— Roxburgh difplaced for en- 
couraging the popular difeontents 234* — 
Tmnquillity reftored by the earl of Hay, ibid. 
Tumult at Edinburgh, and proceedings on 
the murder of captain Fortcous, 490.— Par- 
liamentary inquiry into tlie afF./ir, 493. 

Scrape, fecretary lo the treafurv, reiijfes to an- 
fwer the interrogatories of the ferret commit- 
tee rcfjitaTing feerrt frrvice nionev, 712. 

Sere^'&n of the minority of the hoiife of Gom- 
mons in tlie affair of the S}nin:{li convention, 
at the infligation of Sir Wiiliam W)'iidham, 
604.— Walpole’s reply to Pukeney’s defence 
of it, 628. 

Secret fa vice rmney^ anlsver of George If, to 
the acldrcfs of the commons for an account 
of the cljargc for, 295. 

Sedition and Defamation Di/f>l,yrd, a pamphh t 
abufiug Fulieney and Bolingbroke, luppofed 
to be written by lonl Hervey, 361. — Is an- 
fwered by Mr. Pulteney, ibid. 

Septennial lilt^ pallid, 74, — Difcuflioii of its 
joeritr, 75, — The rejieai of, movid, 411.— 
Sir William WyndJiam’s fpecch for the re- 
peal, 47 3.— Sir Robert Walpole’s in'nnfvver, 
420. 

Sev'iile^ treaty of, between Great Britain, France, 
ami Sjjain, 303*— is carried into execution, 
347 * 

S/i pp, ?i^ Mr. I'is remarks on the condiuT of Mr, 
Walpole when in oppofition, 110, J il. — Is 
* committed to the Tower for refleiTions 
on the king, 112. — Oppofes Mr. Wal- 
pole*s plan for reftoriug ])ubiic credit, in the 
South Sea year, 143.*— Moves for a limitation 
of the civil lifl, 290.— His declamatory ob- 

je^Fions 
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to the Del ^92.-— Secoines the 
leader of t}l^^ Jacobites iu the regular oppo- 
(icion Korinat agnbifi: the miniftry, 294.-— 
Kep.t cius the pf>|nilar aUrtns occafioiied by 
Walpole's excoc fciieoac, 382,— Mis declara- 
tion and conduct in liie deoaie on the motion 
for ihe removal ol Sir Robert Walpole, 636. 
670. — ills c harac^K;:r, 671. — biographical 
anecdotes of him, /^/VA — Mis I'pcecii againll 
the Auilh'ian fuohdy, b;y. 

Shre^aiflnoy^ duke of, joins Harley in pti-fuading 
queen i\une to diimifs her Wiiig miniiiry, 29. 
~ls made lord chaml^^riain, 30. — Is nnxle 
lord treafiu'cr at the point oJ llic qiicen's 
death, ^ 50* 

Sile/iaj invaded and overrun by the king of 
Prulfia, 640. 

Sific/air, Sir John, bis reafons ayainfl: imjiohng 
all taxes dire«ttly on land, 376, n- fc. 

Sinkinq/unJ^ firil projjofal of, by Mr. Walp le, 
for reducing the national debt, loB. — The 
South Sea loan a})phed to it, M3.^Ddute3 
on, 294. — Sir Robert Walpole’s report on the 
ftate of, 297. — Alienation of, 368, — Specu- 
lations on the fubje< 5 l, 369. 

Svjxcndorff^y count, the Imperial minifler, his 
intemperate refentment againft England and 
Holland, for withholding alliflarice from the 
Emperor, 461. 

Sm Hett^ liis mifreprefentations of the debate on 
the revluctioa of the army, noted, 368, note. 

Somers^ lord, motion for his impeachmenc iii the 
houle of commons, 13. — Is made president 
of the council, 23.~His opinion of the fep- 
tennial bill, 76, 

Sophia^ cle<^drds, her application iov a writ to 
call up the dedoral prince to the houfe of 
peers, rclifted by queen Amu*, 47.— Her 
death, 56, note. 

Stphia Charlotte., fifter of George I. of England, 
and wife of Frederick elector of brands nl nirgh, 
afterward king of Frufha, her charaaer, 273, 
note. 

Sophia Dorothy^ of Zell, married to Cjcorge the 
267. — Account of her, ihia . — Her di- 
vorce, imprifonment, and death, 268. — 
cumflances favourable to her munory, ihiJ, 

South Sea company, a loan from; applied in aid of 
the finking fund, 113. — Origin and }>?\jgrers 
of the company, 126. — its trade (uTpeuded, 
jt ay.— Makes propofds to governn ent for a 
redudtion of the irredeemabic aiuiuities, 128. 
— ^Outbids the Bank, 1 30. — Pi opofeJ advan- 
tages of the fcheiile, 133 — General frenzy 
in favour of it, 134.-— Fbe dire^ersruin tiieir 
own feheme by fnppre'dng other bubbles, 
133.— -National defpondency on the fall of 


the flock, 136. -«-The houfe of commons 
onler tiie direflors to lay an account of 
their proceedings before the houfe, 142.— 
Mr. WalpoIeV plan for the relief of the coih- 
pany, and of the public credit, 144.-— ‘Popu- 
lar indignatioh againlt -the dire< 5 lors, 147,— 
Rigoroiis proceeclings a^gairll them, 

'i'heir ficHitidus flock how diilributed, 149.— 
Confil'cation of the ellates of the diredfors, 
1 50.— Operation of the bill for rellori ng pub- 
lic credit, 133. — A view of the advantages 
dcrivetl irom the South Sea feheme, 136.— 
I)if;>utes between the company* and the Spa- 
nilh governn’‘ent, 388. 

S/'ar.\ dilpontion of the court of^ o« the accef- 
fion of George i» 52.— DangerotJs intrigues 
of cardinal Alberoni, 115.— I'hc ill fuccefs 
of his meafures j»ro( tires liis difniiilion, it?* 
— Ihiilip why didatisfied with the quadruple 
alliance, 236 — Refentment of the Spanifli 
court at the return of the infanta from France, 
238. ^Tr eaty.of \ ieiuut, 239,— Peace figned 
with England, 26 1 Convention of tiie 
Pardo lign’ed, 296.— Declares war agaii)fl the 
Empf n r, in conjuntfliun with France, 432.— 
The objci't of Spain in this war, 454.— Dif- 
pHites with Portugal, 437. — Convention with 
Ifortugal, 460.— Inveteracy of the Spanlarcls 
againff the French, 473 .—Preliminaries of 
peace figned, /AAA — Exeluflvc claim of, to 
America, 357. — Treaties with England re- 
f|;ei^ting A/r. erica, /AAA— 'Flie Englifh in- 
dulg/ d witii an indirect: trade with the SpaniMi 
fenlemcnts, 358. — Allicnto contraAf, 339..—. 
Disputes between tl-e two nations concerning 
illicit tmilr:, 360.— And tlie limits of Georgia, 
361 .—Memorial of the Britidi mercltannr, 
562.— Petition of the Britlfh merchants to 
the houfe of commons, complaining of the 
Spnujifh tlcpredaiions, 574— Conduct of tiie 
8panilh refuient Ghraidino, 577.— Dl/licul- 
ties attending iVie negotiation with, 387.— 
Convent io i v\'i*h, 590.— Flic mcnt.s of tliis 
coT^vf.nti<u\ tl'lcvUied in parllatnent, 592.— 
Rt fra.idory behaviour of the Sj^anilli court, 
{} 1 6. — Vrir uteiarKi, 61 7.— Spanifo nuni- 
fefto, 6 1 8. — ; xaouriation into tlie merits of 

this war, .'A./ ' Funily conipaAt concluded 

witii Fn-ii< e, ^39. 

S/ap-e, tx;>ediencv of checkitig the Uccntiouf icfs 
of, qoq. — lmmo,Tdit>vof, on the reftoration, 
312. — Ein.; WilliarrP.s order for the roy illa- 
tion oi, /AAA— Relapife of, 313.— Sir John 
Barnard’s bill for the liviUtatioit or playhouses, 
314. — AbitraAl of the bill pafTcd for licenhug 
jdays, 516, note. 

Stair j earl of,^l.'is negotiations with the duke 

of 
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of Orleans at Paris, 89. — Bolingbroke ne- 
gotiates with him for his return to England, 
201. 

Stanhopf^ James earl, fecretary of ftatc, negotiates 
an alliance with Fra<t-ce, at Hanover, 92. — Is 
gained over by tlie kutrigues of Sunderland, 96. 

Etfcft of Horacfc Walpole's expoftuhtlons 
with him 100.— Apologizes for his condudf 
to Walpole, and is reproached by him, 103. 
— His excufes, 105.— -Is appointed firft lord 
of the treafury a*n/:l chancellor of the exclie- 
quer, 107 —His inhnuations againft his pre- 
deccflbr Walpole, rio. — His imfuccelsful ne- 
gotiation .v^ith ca dinal Alberoni, 114. — 
Again appointed lecreiary of (late, dies, 1 5 5. 

Stan)tope^ Charles^ accepts a (hare in the Soiuh 

• Sea (i6litious flock, 149. — His narrow efcape 
from profecution on this occafion in the iioufe 
of commons, i jt. — Caufe of the averfioii 
of George II. to him, 300. 

Stanhope^ William ; fee Harrington, 

S/aniJlai/s^ the ejc^led king of Poland, his daifjj'di- 
ter married to Louis XV of France, 237. — 
Is re-ek;6ted king of Poland by French in- 
terefl, but is driven oin, jukI Augudiis elc<5ted 
by the aihdance of Rullia, 432. 

S^areftiiferg^ count, the Imperial cinbalTador, his 
audience of George I. to notify the treaty of 
Vienna wirh Spain, 240. 

Suelc^ becomes obnoxious to queen Anne’s 
Tory ininiflcrs by his writings, and is ably 
dcreiKle<i by \V'’alpole, 43. — expelled the 

houfc of cfynunoris, 45. — His reiuarks on the 
South Sea clire<d:ors, 142, 

StiiaJmfly difpute with the king of Denmark 
concerning the lordfhip of» 60S, 

S/t'uayf^t his account of the motives that'indiiccd 
an nlicTiation of the finking fund, 370. 

condemned by a vote of the houfe 
of com:i!Oi\s, 143. 

S/ra^tgc> lord, bis violent cenfure on the houfe 
of lord s, for rejci^^tjng the indemnity bill for 
witnefies againft Sir Robert Walpole, thrown 
out by the commons, 71 5. 

bifliop of Namur, his charafter, 442. 
——His cabals for the removal of Sir Robert 
Walpole, 443.— Is difmilied, 444. 

SjiJftIk \ fee Homatii, 

StaukrlanJ^ Charles earl of, becomes lecre<»ary 
of hate by the intereft of the Whigs, 23. — 
His difeontents und^r George L 80.— His 
cabals, 81. —His intrigues at Hanover, 96,— 
His accufatiens againft Townfliend and Wal- 
pole, 98.— Procures their difmi (lion, loi.— 
Apologizes for his coiuiu^I on this occafion, 
X04. — Is feebly fnpported in the houfe of 
commons, 106. — Is appointed fecretary of 

k 


ftate, xoy.-^HIs view iit propofing the peer- 
age bill, 1 16.— His efforts in its favour^ i j8. 
—It is rejected, 125. — Forms a coalition with 
Townfliend and Walpole, 131.— Js flieltered 
from profecution on account of his concern 
in the South Sea fcheme, by the exertions of 
Walpole, 1 52. — ^Refigns the office of firftlord 
of the treafury, 159.— His myfterious con- 
duct, and influence over the king, 165.— His 
death, 166. 

Sundon^ lord, his imprudent cond\i<Sl at the Weft- 
minder elcifticn, 683. 

Sweden^ date and dif]>ofition of tlie court of, at 
the acceflion of George I. 53.— Death of 
Charles XM. and eleiftion of Ulrica Eleo- 
nora, 160.— Treaty with Hanover and Eng- 
land, 161.— Peace of Nyftadt, 162*— is de- 
tached from Ruilia, and accedes to the treaty 
of Hanover, 256. 

Swi/'t^ dean, his clamour againft Wood’s copper 
coinage, proved to be falle, by an alfay at the 
mint, under Sir Ifaac Newton, 217,— Ag- 
gravates the difconteiits in Ireland, by ballads 
and other writings, 222. —Replies to Walpole’s 
report in his Drapier’s Letters, 226-— Lord 
Midleton’s opinion of him, 230, At- 

tributes Gay’s difappointrnent <»f preferment 
to S/r Robert Walpole, 279.— ^'Mrs. Howard 
the objc6l, firft of his fulforne praife, and then 
of his bitter fatirc, 280. 

T. 

Tcftcin^ Madame, her artful intrigue vvith lord 
Bolingbroke, 197. 

motieux in the houfe of commons for 
the repeal of, 476.— Application of the clif- 
fenters to Sir Robert Walpole, lor the repeal 
of, 6 o 3 . 

ThowfoHy the poet, his compliment on the oratory 
of the duke of Argyk, 615, note, 

^'ohaccQ^ Sir Robert VValpole’s re[)refentation of 
the frauds pia< 5 liretl in the trade of, 3S7.— 
Mitford’s cafe, 390. — Pee le’s cafe, 391. — His 
propoled rci 7 :iedy for thefe Iraiids, 393 ._d'he 
bill relinqulftieci, 403- 

Tories,^ obtain the ndminifiration of government, 
under William IJI. 9.— How managed by 
him, 10.— Are fupplanted by the Whigs, un- 
der queen Anne, 23.— Again come into 
power, 32-— Excluded on the accefiion of 
George I. 61,— Their inveteracy to the 
Whigs, 62,— Impeachment of Bolingbroke, 
Oxford, and Strafford, 67.— Are confounded 
witlt the Jacobites by Walpole, 293. — 
Their coclition with the difeontented Whigs, 
3ZO.~Wby they defended Sir Robert Wal- 
pole 
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pofe af!:a 5 nft the metlon for his remov®!, 
054.-— Their expeftations on the removal of 
Walpole, 7oo.-^Form an oppofition agaiiift 
the new miniftry, 708. 

Towftfieftd^ Charles vifcount, plenipotentiary at 
Gerrruydcnberg, 30.-— Appomted fecretarjr 
of ftate, at the acccllion of George I. 61,— 
His rife and character, 63,— Oppofes the at- 
tainder of Oxford, 70.— Rivallhip between 
him and lord Sunderland, 80.— Favours the 
acquifition of Bremen and Verden, 87.-— 
Countera^s the duplicity of the duke of Or- 
leans, by an alliance with the Emperor, 90, 
—Vindicates himfelf, too*— DifmilTed from 
the office of (ecretary of Hate, 102.— Declines 
the lord lieutenancy of Ireland, Popu- 

lar difeontenrs upon his removal, j 04.— Re- 
ceives apologies from the king, and is induced 
to accept the viceroyalty of Ireland, 105*— 
Is again difiniKTed, 107.— Is made prefident.of 
the council, 1 31.— Is appointed fecretary of 
Rate, 1 59.— Cultivates the friendihlp of Du 
Bois, the French minifter, 178. — Attends the 
king to Hanover, 181.— His rlvaKhip with 
Carteret in the king's favour, 1 82*— Obtains 
one gaiter for lord Scarborough, and receives 
the other himfelf, 193.— Objc<fk^ of his nego* 
tiatioiis at Hanover, 245.— His feheme Ibr 
the partition of the AuRrian Netherlands, 246. 
—Is re-appointed fecretary of Rate, by George 
IT. 288.— Negotiates the treaty of Brunfwick, 
302.— And that of Seville, 303.— Refigns, 
on account of his difagreement with Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, 327. 332.— Explains the motives 
of his rehgnation, 337.— »His dignified retire- 
ment, 338* 

Trtvr^ Robert, his chara<Rcr, 62 3 .—Is refuied, 
to be apjxjinted envoy and plenipotentiary at 
the Hague, by the king, 624.— Acceptsf the 
iituation of envoy, ibkh 

Tucker^ dean, his encomium on the •commercial 
re^julations of Sir Robert Walpole, 164.— 
His culogium on the excife fcheinc, 372. 

V* 

Ftrncn^ admirrd, is fent to the Weft Indies with 
a fquadron, againR the Spaniards, 617.— 
Takes Porto Bello, 633*— His unfuccefsful 
attack of Carthagcna, 636* 

Fi^or Amadeus^ duke of Savoy, view of the po- 
licy by which he was a<5luated on the accef- 
fion of George I* of England, 54. 

treaty of, between the Emperor, and 
Philip V. of Spain, 239.— ExtraA from ’ the 
report of this treaty, 248.— The fccrct articles 
of this treaty difeufled, 2 Negotiations 
Vou I. 


opened there with the Emperor by Enghinc^ 
342.— Second treaty of Vienna# 346. 

f^illarias* marquis of, the Spanifh min liter, his 
negotiations with IWr. Keene at Madrid, 6r6, 

Ulrica Elewora^ cleAed queen of Sweden, 011 
the death of Charlei XII* i6d.— Refigns the 
crown in favour of her hulband, Frederick I. 
162* 

United Pro^iMes^ favourably dif}K>led to the 
accefiion of George* 1 . 53:— Caufes of the 
fupine condu^ of, in the. war between the 
Emperor and France, 434*— Miffion of Ho- 
race Walpole to the Hague, The irrefo- 
lution of the Rates, the caufe of the failure of 
the convention with England, 449*— How 
withheld from taking any part in’ the ‘war,. 

Frifliere^ marquis de la, negotiation for the mar- 
»*iage of his fon, the count de Sf. Florentin, . 
ith Amalia, daughter of the countefs of 
'laten, 180.— Struggle of lord Carteret to 
btain a dukedom for him, 186*— Fails in the* 
fuit, but completes the marriage, 

Utrtclt^ the peace of, characterized, 474— 

land reduced to a delicate dilemma; by ihia < 
peace, 113.- 

W. 

tFade^ general, fitpprefies the tumult at Gtaf- 
gow, occaRoned the malt tax, 232. 

PFager^ Sir Charles, is fent with a fquadron into - 
the Baltic, to detach Sweden from Rufiia, , 
256.— Is made firR lord of the admiralty., 
406.— Introduces a bill for theregiflry of fea- 
men, 631.— His defence of Sir Robert Wal-^ 
pole, againR the motion for his removal, 654* 
His tumultuous re-clei6tion for the city of 
WeRminRer, 683,— Decifion of- the houfe 
upon it, 691* • 

Waldcgravc^ James carl of, is fent embaRadof 
to Paris, 347.— His charadter, and family, 
ibid. — Evidence of his diplomatic talents, . 
350. — Taxes Fleuiy with duplicity, 464.— 
Prevails on Fleury to open hlis febeme for a ^ 
general pacification, 468.— Fleury's converfa- 
tions with him on the fubjedt of an alliance 
between France and England agaiiift the Em- 
peror, 488.— He contributes to' the difgrace of 
Chauveiin, 489. 

IFaller^ revives the Motion fora fecrer committee 
to inquire into the adminiftration of Sir Robert 
Walpole, 732*' 

Walfole^ antiquity of the family, and derivation » 
ot the name, i- 

Walpolty Sir Edward, grandfather of Robert earl : 
of Orford, his character, i. 

S H Hralfde^ 
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Horace^ ?s private ftrcretary to 

lord rou'iillreud, 30.— ‘is lint to the Ha«ue 
tf) procure Dutch troops to a'flilt in quelling 
tine rebellion in Scotland, ,7 1.— -His reu Tons in 
' i u our ol the acquilitiiw of Bremen arul Ver- 
dc T,, 8?.— His ncgotiatfons at the Hague, 91. 
— His reasons for ref'ufing to fign the treaty 
Nvith France, 97.— *Hls expoftulations ivilh 
Siindcrland and Stanhope, iooi^Obje6fs to 
tiie rpjadruple allutncc; xi j- — His charat'^ler, 
1S4.— ^Is fentto Paris to^riiperfcde thcenibady 
of Sir J vake Scljaub, 18^.— His difpatches, and 
t^jole of Schaitb, contradii6tory in their repre- 
jrntations, 1 86.— The duke of Bourbon coni- 
j . Ill ns to him of Scha lib's inipoftunity* in foli- 
ciring a dukedom for the family of la \h*itiiere, 

} M 7.-^1 s appointed c nv/iv extraordinary to the 
^^ronit tvf Vertkdies, 1 88.^ — Is named enibaila- 
xlor to Paris, 19 1.— Procures* the recal of 
Sriirud?, m,/.— the affiitancc of Do-*, 
iifigbroke,. 204.— Conference's with Boling-' 
broke, Defends the treaty of Hanover 

i n I j if ; 1 tou fe o f com mo n s, 2 5 5 .—I I is confer- 
Cite vvitiv cardinal Fkury ou the acrcfllofi of 
t -rorge 11. 286.— Brings over the canUnars 
ij'Ucr 10 the king, and returns ^^i^htheaa♦ 
i’Air, 28 7. —Moves a grant for iJtc Heliiaa 

292.— KccosunieiKls lord Waldegravc 
!^> ficcccd him at Paris, ‘^47.-1$ font to nc« 
late privately at the Hague, 434.— Is ap- 
• f’dnted einbauador cxtraordiiiary to the 
•‘ates, 441 Reprelcnts to Harrington and 
. /.he queen, tlie impropriety of countenancing 
Vit l>in)op of Namur, 443.— Procures a pen- 
/ion for baron Gedda, the Sw^llfh minifier at 
ParK, 444.— His correipondejice with cardi- 
ufd b leurVs to promote t; general pacifn ation, 

4 4. '•—Conferences with Jannclat the Hague, 
44O, 447. — C.';;rrh*s the unhgned plan of pa- 
edioatioo to Donciom 448.-ir-His accouiuof the 
principles of Cfiauvciin, 4 1.9.— His exjioffiiia* 

♦ oMs with Ff. iiry, 450,— Declines the oilu e 
of fecretary of itale, but attends the king to 
M- fitiver, 4S0.— Prepares the jjroje^t for a 
league, according to his brother’s 
inlb in'uons, 483.— His reply to Fleury’s over- 
tures u;r an alliance wjth Fngland againll 
the Euv^K'ror, 488.— Defends the conven- 
tion with ^vjain in parliament, 594.— Re- 
prefents the injullice of fhe war with Spain, 
to the minUhy, 6 i .—Becomes weary of his 
ihpionnuic eruplovuncut, 62 3.--*^ Returns to 
Er.glarai, 624.— Pornis the plaii of a conflde- 
r-icy aguidt the houfc of Bourbon, 640.— His 
ec Mflrenecv with count Oifeiri, the ! nvpcrlal ini^ 
niih j% to ptruiude the queen of Hungary to an 
8 


accommodation withtiickingof Pruflxa, 680.— 
Defends the meafiirc of contiauiiig the employ- 
meat of Hanoverian tr'bops, in the hoyle of 
commons, 737. — ^Thc fyllem of his brother’s 
adinintilration exvdiined by him, 744. 

JVolpolc^ Robert, father of Robert earl of Or- 
ford, brief account of, 2. — Record of the 
births of his numerous chiidr/^n, 3, — His 

chara£fcr, f , , 

IValpuh^ Robert, (afterwards carl of Or ford) his 
birth, 3.— His etlucation, 4.— His marriage, 
5.— His paternal inheritance, 6. — Bis firft 
entrance into parliament, 7.— State of poli- 
tics at this time^ Bis a6fivity in the 

houfc of commons, 13.— His chara< 5 lcr 
compared with that of St. John, 14,— In- 
llauccs of his riling confequcnce in jwlia- 
meat, i8.*— His iiigh credit with the Whig 
leaders, 21.— Is appointed one of the council 
to prince George of Denmark, lord hig!) ad- 
miral, Reconciles the lord ircafurer 

Goidolphin with the Whigs, 22.— Is appoint- 
ed ftxrcfnry at war, 23.— -Is cdiolen nianager 
for the impeachment of Dr* Sachcverel, 24. 
— Fdfe^"t of: this trial on his futuix conduct, 
2 Puhlillies remarks on this trial, ihiii , — 
Danicnfs the difiinlon of the Whigs, 30 — Is 
courted by Harley, 52. — l<cf]gp.s the oiIi( e 
of fecretary at war, 33.— Supports lord (k)- 
dolphin ngainlf the attack of St. John, 3.4. 
— Juflifics the late rninfdry ngainil the in- 
temperate rejjroacb of the cevrnmoMS, 3:;.— 
J.s e.'xpclled the houfc, anri commirted to the 
^'ovrer, 37.— Publilhes a defence of Jiini- 
Iclf, Lord Lnnfdovvnc’s veriVs on liis 

irnprifoMmciit, 38. — Falfcourt’s txillad on 
that occalion, 39. — His relcafe and fublc- 
quent embarrallrnents in fu^'port of the caufc 
of the Whigs, 4: .— Is again returned to par- 
liamenr, and publiflies a hillory of tiie late 
paiiiamcut, 42.— His able dcicnee of Mr. 
Steele, 43. — KypreHcs .'q'prchenfions of tlie 
danger ol the ProtedaiW iucceihon, 46.— Is 
appointed paymafler of the lorccs, by George 
I. 61. — Jlis inlio'iacy with lord Townf- 
Iwnid, 64.— Moves the addrefs to the king, 
reflex-ling on mcafurcs at fhe clofe of the late 
reign, report as chairman of tb.e 

comuiitti c of fccrecy, on the papers of Bo- 
lingbroke, Strafford, and Prior, 66 .— Movts 
the impeachmeMit of Bolingbroke, 67,— Or - 
pofes the aitaiuder of Oxford, 70— Hs 
nriiivity on the rtbeUion. in Scotland, 71. 
—Is appointed hrft cominiffioner of the trea- 
fury, and chancellor of the exchecpicr, ihuL 
— Oppoles tiie petitions in favour of tlie 

I'Cbti 
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rcbd l>rds^ 72.~Sept€nnial bill patTc:!, 74r 
Evi<J{^n(;'.c that he aiul lord l-owidhtad fa- 
voured the acquifition of Bieaieti aod Ver* 
den, 8 7,---* Why iruluced to prefer a connex- 
ion with France, to an union with the howfe 
of Auflrla, 88. — Incurs tJic rcfentjoent of the 
king, 95. — His conhclcncc ii) fccrctary Stan- 
ho{)e, l>etraycd to Sunderl nhl, 96. — Infinim- 
tions to the kitrg agr'ind him, conveyed by 
Sunderland, 99 — P.eproachcs Stanhope forliis 
condii^^i, 103.— Refigns, 0*1 the difndllioti rd* 
Townftiend, 107. — Sketch of Ins plan for 
theSredudion of the national debt, 108.-— 
Defends his rchgnation, 109.— Dengues witfj 
the Tories in oppofition, iio.<~UivC3 way 
to party refcritmcnt, iii.-— His exertions to 
infritute an inquiry into the condud of Ca- 
clogan, ' i rz.— Supports the SwcdiOi fubfidy, 
aW.— P rocures the South fea loan to be ap- 
plied in a^d of the finking fund, 1 i3.~TrLic , 
caufes of his infliiencc in the houfe of com- 
mons, 7^/^/.— ‘Oppofes the war with Spain, 

1 I 5.— -And objc» 5 ls to the quadruple allianqc, 

1 16. — Exerts hitrifelf againft the peerage bilk 
wU . — Writes again d it, 1 i8;wHis arginnents 
at t+ie Whig meeting at Devon (hire houfe, 
7///V/.— I-lis memoral:)Je fperch agrunfl tlie bill, 
l ao.— Encounters the South Sea fclieme with 
arguments in favonr oi‘an open compctitioji, 
fOQ.— y-fis obje<f^fon.s to the Scutli Sea pro- 
poials, 130. — Accepts tlic office of payiriafltn 
general of the forces, 1 31. — Exerts hindclf in 
reconciling the king and the prince of Walt?s, 

} ^2.— HD endeavours to retrieve the credit 
or the South Sea company, 136.— Adof}ts 
a plan for the reflorarion of public credit, 
i^^.—Preferiis it to the houfe of copimons, 
144.— It paffes iftto a law, 145.-— Violent 
oppolition againft his feherne in parliimeuf. 
Endeavours to moderate tlie pu’olic 
ind’gnation againft the South Sea. dirc.!:tc)rs, 
.148.— Favours the petitions againft the ri- 
gour of the commons, 1 5 i .——Defends Charles 
Staqhope, -Aiflabic and Sunderland, 

152. — Frames the addrefs of the conjmor.s 
to the king, on the flace of public credit, 

1 5 4.— -Operation of the bill for reftorlng pub- 
lic credit, 135.— Draws up the king^s fpeech 
on the enfuing prorogation of parliament, 
rH is plan for difeharging the debts of 
the civil lift, i 56.— General remarks On his 
condu{?ft in the South Sea bufinefs, 1.57.— 
Is made firft lord of the treafury and chan- 
cellor of. the exchequer, 159.— His reply to 
lord Molefworth^s arguments agttinft affifting 
Sweden againft Rulfia, 162.— ►Draws up the 


king’s fpeech at oi)eni«g the parliamcnb rf>3. 
—His regula tions in Jhvbur of cornu ^ ^ rh4. 

—Communicates Artevbiiry’s plot to the tiouie 
of commons, 168.— Defends bvs bill for taxing 
the eilatcs of Ihipifts and Nonjiirors, 173.—. 
Dcciines a peerage, tvhic 1 is confened on iiis 
foil, j 76 “ A As as folc' Iccretary of ftaic 
duric.gthe king’s journey to Hanover, rS'i,™ 
Oppoit'S the king’s ^nlertcr^nce bct^vttii 
Rufiia and Svveden, a85.~The king’s high 
opinion of his talents, 184. — Is unable l^, 
procure the eiifmiftion of CralogiUj, jBq.— 
Baftles the efforts of Cartcr*tt to prejudice 
the king againft him, 190.— Is in ft A led a 
knight of the bath and of the garter, ‘ 1 9 c.— 
Moves the bill for taking oif the u’tainder 
oi Bolin, gbrv^kc, 1 96.— Declines B(>lingbrokt.Vi 
propofals of a coalition with the 'Torie'-, 
202. — SupportvS the hill fot reverfing Ko- 
lingbroke’s attainder, 206. — Koling^u*okt‘ 
c returmi, and joins oppofition, as a decided 
enemy to his adminiftratum, ^ioB.~Scctrt: 
iiiftory of Walpole’s intcfjjontion in his fa- 
vour, S09. — Remarks nti tf is tr.?.n(hAio;f5 
210. — Bohngl)rokcb;. charaAcr oi Walpole e >: 
amined, 2 1 1 .—T{\e tumults In’ Scoifnnd, .nc 1 
difturl>ances in Ireland, atvriViaur! ro 
216.— Flis inclftiftiial o^jpofirion to VVooef ; 
patfjir, and caution to inline tr<e due perform - 
ai;cc ot the confract, 2/8.— Hfs carvhf-.'f; 
refpcAing tlie dilco/itezils in Ireland, 2:33., - 
—Withdraws his fuj^poit from the riulu' of 
Grafton, and jsrotcurcs tb.e lord lieutcnaiicy 
for lord Carteret, 223,— Adviles the king to' 
give, up Wood's copper coinage, 228.— .i)c- 
petes the carl of iiay to quiet the popuinr 
difturbam es in Scotland againft the nudt tax, 
234 — Treaty of Hanover, 245. — The merit 
oi tl)is treaty examines I, 247.— His obiec- 
tions to tills treaty, 249.— I’ultcney’s motion 
for a criuriuiLtee to ft Ue the yiublic debts nc- 
gativtd, 2 pp.— Prefeats tlie treaty cl Ha. • 
novxr to the {anifc, which is fuppor‘'cd by his 
brotlicr Horace, 255. — Draw? up the adurci ; 
of the commons to the' king, on the memo- 
rial circuiaie<l by ikilm, the lnq>erial embaf- 
fador, 2 59.— Good confequcnccs of hi:, paci - 
fic fentiments at thi- juncture, 260.— Cal)ais 
of the dutchefs of Kendal, againft him, 263. 

— PiYlfes the king to grant Boliiugbrokt an 
audience, 264. — Dciin of (deorge 1 . 263 — i- 
acculed by S wift ot obflruAing prefer- 

ir.t lit, 2 79. — Experts to be removed by the ii- 
bnls againft Itirn under tlie new king (feorge 
If. 282. — Patronifed by queen CMiobiK, 
283.— His firll interview with the kin^, ib.v* 
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Is re-appointed firft commiffioner of 'the 
treafiiry* and chancellor of the exchequer, 
2S8.<~Procures an increafc of the civil lift, 
3,90.— -And a jointure for the queen, 291 
The firft regular formatidii of an oppoiition 
to miniftry, in the hdqfe of commons,. 293. 
-—Hi^ plan of refiftance to it, Debates 

on the national debt, 294,— His report on 
this fubjed, 1297.— Favourable eft'e<5t of this 
-report, 29g.~'lncurs-odiiim by the king’s in- 
flexibility, 300.— -Treaty of BriuiAvick con- 
cluded by Townfliend, 302.-— Promotes the 
treaty of Seville, 504.— Debates concerning 
the reft i tut ion ofCSibraltar, 'Coalition of 

the Tories and difeontented Whigs, under 
the management of Bolingbroke, againft him, 
320.— -Debate on the Imperial loan, 321.— 
His condu£^ refpe<5ting the penfioii bill, and 
his arguments againft it, 322.— Exerts him- 
felf in the debate about Dunkirk harbour 
324««»-His fucccfsful defeat of the feheme . 
throw open the Eaft India trade, on the ex- 
.piracion of the company’s charter, 325.-— 
-Permits rice to be exported direAly from 
Carolina and Georgia, to any part of Europe, 
327*-— Changes in the miniftry, His 

dtClike of lord Harrington, how founded, 331. 
— Caufe of his difagreement with lord 7''awnf- 
hend, 3341.— 'Their altercation, 336.-— Coun- 
.trraAs Townlhcnd’s plan of hoftile operations 
againft the Emperor— -ftate of the difference 
between them, 337.— -Promotes a reconcilia- 
tion with the Emperor, 341 —Negotiation at 
Vienna, 342.— Second treaty of Vienna, 346. 
— Hjs great confidence in lord Waldegrave, 
3^49. — Removes the jeafoufy of cardinal 
Fleury at the Auftrian alliance, 350.— His 
acrimonious altercations in debate with Pul- 
teney, 360. — Is abufed by him in the 
Craftsman, 361.— Mutual recrimination be- 
tween them in party pamphlefs,363,— Their 
cordial private converfation in the hoiife of 
commons, 365.— Takes half a million from 
the finking fund, 368.— His motives for this 
alienation, 370.— Popularity of the meafure 
at the time, Dean Tucker’s eulogium 

on the excife febeme, 372. — Walpole’s 
.motives for extending the excife, 376.— 
Revives the fait duty, 377,— His diftin^tioii 
between ciiftoms and excife, Aji 

explanation and defenefe of his feheme pub- 
lifhed,^ 378* — 1!> obliged to combat the an- 
ticipations of oppofition refpefting his pro- 
pofed feheme, 382— His fpcech in the com- 
mittee, for fecuring and improving the duties 
on tobacco and wines, 38^5*— His view of 


the frauds in the tobacco trade, 387.~His 
propofed remedy for thefe frauds, 392.— 
Aiifvvers objc6tions to the excife laws, ' 

Arguments of the oppofition, 399P— His |rc- 
ply, 400.— Is attacked by tlie multitude in 
returning from the houfe, 402.— -His motU'CS 
for relinqiiifliing the bill, 403*"Receive* 
fupport from the king, 40^,~His reply to 
Pulteney’s affertlon, that he wifticd to refume 
the plan, 408.— Defends the king’s preroga- 
tive in removing the duke of Bolton and lord 
Cobbam from their regiments, 4 to*— His re- 
ply to Sir William Wyndham’s fpeecb for 
the repeal of die feptenmal bill, 420.— Senti- 
ments conveyed by him in the king’s fpeech, 
427. — Remarks on his pacific fvftem, in hit 
refufal to affift the Emperor, 426.— Hi% cau- 
tious c<>ndu<lft refpcxfting the Polifli ele^ion, 
430.— Sends his brother Horace to tlie 
Hague, to negotiate with the Dutch, in fa- 
vour of the Emperor, 434.— i^His prudent op- 
poiition to the king’s inclination for the 
war with France, 43 5.— Counterafts the art- 
ful reprefentations of the Emperor, 437.-^ 
Fr^ares to put the nation in a rcfpc£table 
pofture of defence, 438.— -Incurs the refent- 
ment of the Rn^peror, who cabals to remove 
him, 442.— Coimteracfts the intrigues of the 
biftiop of Namur, 443.-— His correfpondence 
with cardijial Fleury to procure a general pa- 
cification, 445.— Propoles pacific meafures^ 
446.— Oppofes the inftru6lions intended by 
lord Harrington to be fent to the Hague, to 
obftru6t the pacific negotiations there, 447,— 
Strengthens the army and navy, 450.— Di- 
vided ftate of the Englifh cabinet, 454 — 
His exj)ences in contefted cle^Iions, 456.— 
Sends a fleet to the afliftance of Portugal, 
459. — Renews his overtures to France, 462. 
—The cabinet divided, 466.— His final an- 
fwer to the Emperor’s claims of afliftance, 
467.— Pn^iminaries of peace figned, 473.— 
Incurs obloquy for the gin aCi, 47q;.~His 
cautious management on the niotion for the 
repe;\l of the teft atft, 476.— Supports* the 
Cijjakers bill, The bill rejeAerl by the 

lords, 478.— His refentment againft bifliop 
Gibfon on this account, His confi-- 

dential correfpondence with his brother Ho- 
race, while at! ending the king at Hanover, 
480.— His objections to the guaranty of the 
fucceliion to Berg and Juliers, 482.— He re- 
probates the projeifted northern league, 483. 
— • Oppofes the Britifli mediation between 
Riiflib and the Porte, 484.— Fails in his at- 
tempts to bribe Chauvelin, the Fiencli fecre- 

tary 
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of ftatCj 48 7*~Carrefpondence between 
hijb and Fleury^ on a proposed alliance againft 
thf Emperor, 489.~His coiidu<^l in the in- 
qjiry into the murder of captain Portcoiis^ 
4i5.~Takes another million from the Hiik- 
at fund, 497. — Oppofes Sir John Barnard’s 
ifaeme for the rcdu< 5 tian of mtereft, 500.-— 
Jis fpeeeh againft the bill, 505.-— Inquiry 
jjto the motives of his oppolitioii to this 
fheme, 509 — -Supports Sir John Barnard’s 
fill to limit the number of piayhoufes, 5x4* 
Produces the Gulden h ump before the 
hoiifc of commons, to fliew the necelRty of 
Jiccnfmg plays, 5 16,— -Account, and abftra<ft, 
of the aft palled for this purpofe, -Is 

cmbarralTed by the ftate of the prince of 
Wales's revenue, 526.~His reply to Pulte- 
ney’s motion for an incrcafe of it, 530# 
— Revifes an anlwer to a pamphlet on tJie 
fubjtft, 532.— His conference with the lord 
ciianceilor Hardwicke on the breach between 
the king and the prince, 535.— Involves the 
ditfcrence between the king and prince in 
that between himfelf and the oppofttion, 539, 
~Draws up, by the king's order, a meffage, 
ordering the prince to remove from the pa- 
lace, thuL — Reprefents the affair to the ca- 
binet council, 541.— Review of his conduft 
iji this delicate alfair, 544 — rjueen Caroline’s 
warm recommendation of him to the king, 
on her death-bed, ^52. — Advantages refult- 
ing from his pacificfyftem, 556.— liis fpcech 
in tlie clel>ates on the reduction of the army, 
— His reply to Sir [ohn Hy nde Cotton's 
reprefentation of Whig principles, 565 
Hia reply to Mr. Pultt ne>’s remarks on the 
|)Ubrication of parliamentary debates, 570. — 
Refolution of the houfe prohibiting fuch 
publication, 57a. — Hisobjeftions to the hear- 
ing counfcl on the petition of the mcrchanti^ 
againft tlie Spanifli depredations, 574. — His 
arguments, oppofed to Sir John Barnard’s 
motion for papers relating to this fn bjeft, 
^7j._His reply to Mr. Pulteney on iliehimc 
fubjeft, 581.— His amendment to Piiltcney’s 
relblutioiis, 582.— His obje6tiops to Mr. Pul- 
tency's bill for feevring and encouraging the 
trade to America, 5H5.— Convention with 
Spain, 590.-— Defends the convention in jmr- 
Kamenr, 592. 6o2.~His reply to Sir William 
Wyndham’s fj.)cech on his ieceffion from the 
houfe of commons, 606.— Takes advantage 
of this feGefiioii to carry commerc’al regula- 
tions, 6 o7.~Is applied to by the diffl‘nter-s 
for a repeal of the teft aft, 608.*— Treaty 
with Denmark, 609.— Inftunce of perfonal 


oppofition to him, 6io.~ Vote of credit, 

615 War declared againft Spain, 617.*— 

Inifance of his difinciination to the war, 
6 1 8, w/tf. — Remarks on bis conduft by 
Mr, Burke, 619.— ^Vas controuled by the 
popular infatuation, ji^i«/.~DiviliDn» in the 
cabinet, 620, — Difgufts the duke of New- 
caftle by appointing lord Ifervey privy ical, 
622.-— His views often coiintcraftcd by tluT 
king, 623.— The kmg-i'efufcsao employ Mr. 
Trevor as.plenipolcntiarv at the Hague, 624. 

Offers 10 relign, but is prevailed on l»y the 
king to continue in office, 625.— His reply 
to Pukeney's vindication of the ftceflion of 
the oppofition members from parliament, 628. 
— -Oppofes Pulteney’s motion for a 4 >ill ’for 
the encounigement of feamcn, 630 ~Sc- 
comls Sir William Wyndhrun's motion for tlie 
addrefs, /iiV.— Oppofes the place bill, 631.* 
^elinquiftics the bill for regiiliTing feruuen, 
.V//.— ^Addrt-Ts to the king ftir the appoint- 
ment of ciuizers, 63 3. —Petition againft the 
embargo, Expeditions to America, 

63 5.-— His dhlenfions with tlic duke of New- 
caltle, 636.— -His mcafures to counteraft the 
family compaft between France and Spain, 
639.-— Sandys informs him of his intended 
motion againft him, 644.— Motion for an ad- 
drefs to the king for his removal, 651.-— Is fa- 
tirized in the public prints, 653, w/r.— is de- 
fended by his friends, 654.-— His fpeeeh, 657. 
— Dt^fends his conduft m foreign affairs, 660. 
— Juflifies his donudbc majiageii.ent, 664 --i- 
Examines the conduft of the war, 666. — Mis 
perfonal defence, 667.-— The motion nega- 
tived, 669.— His argviments for fupporting tiic 
queen of Hungary, 677.-— His motion for 
the Auftrian fublldy, 679.— Meafures of the 
oppo{iiif>n, and public c lamours againft him, 
under the new parliament, 684. — Virulent ca- 
lumnies r.iifecl and propagatedagainft him, 686. 
— Incomes too feenre and confident, 687. ~ 
Evidences of the dec line of his influence, 689, 
— ^The W’^ejinunfier eh ctiou decided againil 
him, 691. — budeavours to detach the prince 
of Wal<*s froin the o})pofition, 692.—- F.xerts 
hiinfell againff Pultenev’s motion for referritig 
to a commince, the papers rclatirg to the war, 
694. — Is created eai I of Ortord,. and relign ., 
6q:.. — His affecting interview with ihe kiiig, 
696. — Inftanccs of atfeftirm anti regje^ ji 
b\ his friends on the occafion, 7I /./. — 'Tiure 
‘great objhfts laboured by liim rfu r lusrefjgnri- 
tion, 690.— Diicordant views of the oppolliion 
parties, 700.-1 nfluenccs i!ic forinatitin cl 
the new •.4dmiuiitr..tien, 701. •— .'\j>poiiu^ 

meat 



1 N D E X, 


of a ft ere t com mi tree to inquire into 
aJminiitratiorij 710.— ‘rtig bill’ of indem- 
nity for vv jtnefi’es, rej efted hy the lords, 71 4,**^ 
Ex iininatiou of the report of the lecret com- 
inittcc, 7 vHuyeation from the charge 

of peculation^ of the places of 

trujt and jirofit held by him, 730, nvu , — His 
remarks on Ills parlianieniary perf: cution, 
732.— Is ci>nfuited by the king on Ihue af- 
fairs, nrul tlic cautio/inifed on fuch occafions, 
73 3.~AJnih in the promotion .of Pelham, 
734.— Oppofes the difniillion of the llano- 
vciian troops; yjjh.-— Warns niinlliers of an 
intehd^L’d f'rench iuvafion in favour of the 
Pretender, 73 7.— His fpeeich in the hoivfe of 
lords, bn his inajcfty’s mellage on this fiibjcci, 
738. — Kind acknowledgments of the prince 
pf Wales on tins occaflon, 74o.'»^His anfwer 
to the king^s reqiicft for his attendance in 
Loudon, 74!.— Decline of his'health, 742.'^ 
Dies, ' 743.— Inquiry into the prii)ci\)les C&; 
liis , adminifiration, 744. —His motives for 
preferving peace wld) France, 745. — Ex- 
tenuation of his condutft towards the Em- 
peror, 746.— His endeavours to reflraia'’ 
Hanc>verian inftuence, 747. — • His, abilities, 
in finance, 748. — •Tcfiirnony of his cau- 
tions expeiiditure of public money, 749. 
•—Dean 7 \icker^s cliarcu^^cr of Jiim, /^/W , — 
His eloquence, /^/VZ. — His publications, 751. 

• ~I ] is caly difpatch of bufinefs, 7 <^2 .—His dlf* 
like of innovation, 753.— Burke's public chn- 

. ra<^fer of him, 754. —His perfon, drels, and nd- 
drefs, 755'~H1 .s manners, 756, — Want of 
referve, 757.— His .magnificence and ho^jd- 
tallty, 758.— His fociaf qualities, 759. — His 
negk< 5 t of nten of letters, />W.— His conduct 
in rctireme!>t, 761, — Letter from him nt 
Houghton to general Churchill, 762 —His 
portrait by Sir Charles Hanbury Williams, 

fi\ilpoU\ Robert, junior, rat fed to the rrenre 
i 76,— Is madd lord liculeuant of the countv 
of Devc#n, 406. 

n tumultuous ele« 5 tion for the city of, 

9H3.— Docilion of the Houle upon it, 691. 

WeJhnivjhr ^/vVZ^r, the commiiUoncrs im- 

ptiweved to conhru^f it of flonc, 607;'%^"^ 

why dilmilTcd from adminiltratiSH' by 
William HI. 9.— Gujij an afcendancy over 
the Tories under Queen Anne, 23. — Are in- 
volved in the dil^racc of the dutcliefs of 
Marlborough, 28.— Inefohute condiuft of the 
party, 30.— State and firength of the parry, at 
the accdiioii of George J. 53.— Their^ in- 
vctetacy to the Tories, 62.*— riic dllwou^ 


tented Wiiigs are formed into a OTm:pa< 5 l ' 
of oppolition to the rninirtry, 393, 

WtWamy prince of Orange, is declared Kiniof 
England, by parliament, 8.— His carepo 
fecure the luccefiidn to tlie crowu in a 
Icdant line, 9. -**H is political nian^geiuist 
between the Whigs and Tories, 10. — Sijfs- 
the a<^t or abjuration, the ialt att of 
life, 17. ^ , , i 

Willtams^ Sir Charles Ilanbury, his fircaflic ac- 
count of the ol^pofition meeting at the FoutU 
tain tavern,. 706, Deferibes the cal 

of Bath's iofs of popuiarity, 715, note. A 
His portrait of the earl of Orford, 763. ' j 

Wfllitficti alderman, his anAver to Sir Roben 
WjilpoJe on the fubjecl: of hearing counie! 
in beljali of the merciiants’ pcilrion againll thq 
depredations of the Spaniards, 574. 1 

/fuZ/mn^ton^ Sir Spencer Compton created carl ofy, 
291. — Appointed lord privy feaJ, and prdi- 
dciit of the council, 327. — Oppofes any mr- 
dification of the king's angry n eifage to prince 
Frederick, 534. — Motives of his oppolition to 
Sir Robert Walpole, 62 1 .—Cabals with the op- 
pofition leaders, 685. ' . ’ 

;/ V/zo;?, Alexander, provoll of Edinburgh, pn- 
iiiilied on account of the murder of Captain 
Porteous, 496. 

Wtmtington^ Mr. extends Sir John Barnartfjb 
fcheme for reducing the intcreif of South Sea 
annuities, to all the jniblic debts, 503. 

William, hiftory of his ])arent Ibr a cop*- 
per. coinage for Ireland, 216.— Is obliged to 
furrender his patent, 217.— His indillcrctioiif 
in the bufinefs, 223. 

Sir William, defends queen Anne's 
Tory miniftry, in the houfe of commons, 6^;. 
— liis juflifjcation of the peace of Utrecht, 68# 
—Is apprehended on fufpicion of being con- 
cerned in tile rebellion, 7 i .—Becomes the ciiief 
leader of ;hc Tories, in the regular formation of 
ai'i opjjofition to tiie minifiry, 294.— Debate 
on his motion refpev'ting the Viarbour of Dun- 
kirk, 323. — His oppofition to Sir Robert \\bi]- 
pole’s excife fchcnie, 400.-a-Dillinguilhts 
liimfelf in favour of the repeal of the fep- 
tcnnial bill, 412.— Why the Tories decline 
fupporting Pultency’s motion for the in- 
creafe of the prince of Wal€.s^s revenue, 532. 
— Mis animated fpeech on the Spanrfli con- 
vention, declaring ids intended fetcfHon from 
jiarliament, 604.— Moves an addrefs to the 
.king againll the Spaniards, 630.— The unioii 
between the Tories and difeonteuted Whigs, 
difloDcd by his death, 644. 

y. IhM 



-I N T> E X. 


Y. 

Yori/r^ Sir PhUip, appointed lord chief juftice 
of the court of King’s Bench, and baron 
Hardwicke, 40^.— His char3<?iler, Is 

made chancellor, 5^6. — His prudent advice 
for conduiSing matters between tlic king and 
the prince oi Wales, His conference 

with Walpole on the breach between the 
king and the prince, 53,5.— -His interview 


with the prince^ J45,— Joins the piibltC da-, 
luoiir for V war with Spain, 62 1 .■—•His cearure 
on the mode of inquiring into the admijiiftfa- 
tioii of Sir Robert Walpole, 714. 

Dr. celebrates ■the icing’s efcape from a 
Aorm,' and cofnplidtents Walpole, in his 
Night Thoughts, 2c 3. ^Extols Walpole’s 
liberality, 7(^0. 



Page 755. 
Vol. a. p 


AdJitiom.'£ R R AT A; 

I. ^ • for parliament^ read retirements 

647. dek marginal notC| efttr^^mnU htJJiop k/ Lon^usn^.. 








